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RegIOnal Environmental Overview
Central America, March 1999

I Overvle~\

The Central Amencan countnes are actIvely addressmg envIronmental Issues
under the banner of the "AllIance for Sustamable Development", adopted by the
region s natIonal leaders m August 1994 The AllIance, whIch IS also concerned With
polItIcal, moral, economIC and SOCIal Issues, constitutes and mtegrated strategy, and a
set ofnatIonal commItments, aImed at makmg the Central Amencan ISthmUS a region of
peace, democracy and sustaInable development US VIce PresIdent Gore was mVIted
to Witness the sIgmng of the AllIance, and spoke at the subsequent Managua SummIt

In the months follOWing the bIrth of the AllIance, Central Amencan experts and
U S government offiCIals crafted the "DeclaracIOn COlljunta Centroamenca-USA"
(CONCAUSA), whIch was sIgned at the MIamI SummIt of the Amencas, December 10,
1994, by PresIdent Clmton and all seven Central Amencan Heads of the AllIance,
focusmg specIally on protectmg the region s nch bIodIversIty, strengthemng
enVIronmental legislatIOn, expandmg renewable energy and promotIng more open trade

The Central Amencan COmmISSIOn for EnVIronmental and Development
(CCAD) IS the regional entity authonzed by the Central Amencan governments to
establIsh and promote a common regional envIronmental agenda ConstItuted m 1989,
and supported actIvely by USAID SInce Its InceptIon, the CCAD IS essentIally the
councIl of the seven natlonal mlmstnes of enVIronment and natural resources The
pnnclpal mandate of the CCAD IS the development and consolIdatIon of the
Mesoamencan BIOlOgical Comdor (MBC) The MBC IS enVISIoned, as a regional land­
use system compnsed ofnatIOnal and transboundary protected areas and InterconnectIng
buffer and mult-use zones that can contnbute to the Improved qualIty of lIfe for Central
Amencan cItlzens by proVIdIng enVIronmental goods and sefVlces to Central Amencan
SOCIety and promotmg mvestment m conservatIOn and the sustaInable use of natural
resources

2. USG ASSistance

A comprehensIve senes of ongomg and mtegrated efforts are bemg by the U S
and Central Amencan government, workmg together With other InternatIOnal donors
under the CCAD, to sIgmficantly advance the state of bIOdIverSIty conservatIOn and
envlfonmental legislatIon m Central Amenca m fulfillment of theIr respectIve
commItments contamed III the CONCAUSA accord

The most notable Jomt IIDtlatIve IS the five year, $25 mIllIon RegIOnal
EnVIronmental Program for Central America (PROARCA), deSIgned speCIally III

response to CONCAUSA, III whIch USAID proVIdes strategic support to the AllIance
through a mayor agreement With the CCAD Under the Strategic ObjectIve "Increased



EffectIveness In RegIOnal StewardshIp of the Envlfonmental and Natural Resources In
Target Areas" specIfic results are beIng achIeved In the 1) Improved ConsolidatIOn of
the Central Amencan Protected Areas System, 2) Increased Local Empowerment for
StewardshIp of the EnVironment and Natural Resources In Target Areas, 3) Central
Amencan EnvIronmental Poltcy Frameworks HarmOnIzed and Strengthened
OperatIOnally throughout the IsthmuS, agreements between USAID and U S PVOs are
ImproVing terrestfJal and coastal resources management and promoting mUnIcIpal
empowerment A USAIDIEPA agreement proVIdes technIcal assIstance and trammg In

pollutIOn and envIronmental legislatIOn

These programs coordmate closely With the PROARCA/CCAD BIOdIversIty and
EnvIronmental LegislatIOn programs that proVIde dIrectIOn and demand-dnven trammg
and techrucal asSIStance to government mstItutIOns and NGOs throughout the regIOn
PROARCA complements USAID BIlateral MISSIon envIronment and natural resources
management programs m five of the seven Central Amencan countnes In addItIOn,
USAID/Washmgton and other Umted States government mstitutIOns, mcludmg the
Department of the Intenor, US Forest ServIce and NASA, are proVIding key
mformatIon and techmcal assIstance, usually In cOnjunctIon With the aforementioned
USAID regional and bIlateral ImtIatIves

Among the sIgmficant USAID-supported regional environmental acrnevements
to-date are the ratIficatIon by the Central Amencan natIOns of mayor regional and
mternatIOnal bIOdIversIty agreements, and the adoptIOn by several countnes of new
strengthened enVIronmental legislatIOn and regulatIons

3. Issues

The CCAD transitIon. The operatIOnal arm of the CCAD IS ItS ExecutIve
Secretanat, based In Guatemala City SInce ItS foundIng In July 1997 the C A Heads
of State decreed the structural and geograplucal uruficatIon of the regIOnal secretanats
for envIronmental, SOCIal and economIC concerns under the Secretanat for Central
Amencan IntegratIOn based In San Salvador, El Salvador Smce late 1998 the CCAD IS
undergOIng a major transItIOn that mcludes a new ExecutIve Secretary and the transfer
ofPROARCA/CCAD program has thus far not been affected

Post-MICh envIronmental program. USAID and CCAD propose to undertake a
program of enVIronmentally-sound land use planmng and management, and targeted
envIronmental restoratIon m Central Amenca, focusmg on areas that were devasted by
the effects on Humcane MItch m OctoberlNovember 1998 ThIS program wIll support
the offiCIal Central Amencan mandate to the CCAD to lead InternatIOnal efforts to
"reduce the vulnerabIhty of the region to natural dIsasters" ThematIC areas mclude
watersheds, coastal zones and reforestatIOn


