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Political, Economic and Social Development in West Africa

West Africa consists of a group of countries with diverse historical, geographical, cultural,
pohitical and economic backgrounds ranging from the and landlocked countries of the Sahel to
the hurud and tropical countries situated along the Atlantic Coast and the Gulf of Guinea '
Twelve of these countries share a common francophone hentage along with a common
currency and monetary system > Others have a mixture of anglophone®, Portuguese/Spanish®,
Arabic® and Belgian® colomal heritages Modern borders 1n the region are more the result of
the colonial legacy than reflections of clear ethnic or cultural dividing lines between different
peoples While there are a total of twenty-four countries 1n West Africa, one country
(Nigena) stands alone as the economic giant of the region, with roughly two-thirds of the
region’s population and almost half of the region’s economic output > Given this diversity, 1t
1s difficult to generalize about the political, economic and social development of the region as
a whole Nonetheless, this chapter attempts to paint a broad picture of West Africa as a region
by reviewing key political, economic and social indicators In addition to highhghting
regional averages (and the ranges within these averages) for each of these indicators,
comparisons are made between the performance of those West African countries that are
members of the CFA Franc Zone with those that are not Because of 1ts sheer size and
importance, relative intra-regional comparisons are also made with regard to Nigena
Comparnisons will also be made between the performance of West Africa as a region vis-a-vis
that for other regions n the developing world

West Africa can be divided 1nto three groups of countries based on their level of per capita
income Eighteen countnes® are classified as “low income countries” 1n that their per capita

' The Office of West Africa Affairs 1 the Bureau for Africa at USAID has responsibility for the twenty-
four countries of West and Central Africa These are Benun, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central African
Republic, Chad, Congo, Cote d’Ivoire, Equatorial Gumnea, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Libena,
Mah, Mauntama, Niger, Nigeria, Sao Tome & Principe, Senegal, Sterra Leone, Togo and Zawre Throughout this
report, these countries shall collectively be referred to as “West Africa ”

2 These are Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Congo, Gabon, Guinea,
Ivory Coast, Mali, Niger, Senegal and Togo

* These are the Gambia, Ghana, Liberia, Nigeria and Sierra Leone

* These are Cape Verde, Guinea Bissau, Equatorial Guimea and Sao Tome & Principe

* Mauntama

¢ Zare

7 Nigena has a population of 101 9 nullion people (m:d-1992) and a gross national output of $29 7 billion

(1992) compared with a population of 152 4 mallion and a gross output of $61 3 bilhon for all the other countnes i
West Africa (excluding Zaire) combined

® These inchude Libena, Sierra Leone, Gunea Bissau, Chad, Niger, Burkina Faso, Mali, Nigena, Gambua,
Togo, Central African Republic, Bemn, Ghana, Guinea, Maurntania, Zaire, Equatonial Gumnea and Sao Tome and
Principe
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mncome 1n 1992 dollars 1s under $675 ° Five countries'® are classified as “lower middie income
countries” and one country" 1s classified as an “upper middie income country " The average
per capita GNP for West African “low income countries” in 1992 was $351 (see Table 1 and
Chart 1) and ranged from a low of $160 for Sierra Leone to a high of $530 for Mauritama (see
Annex Table A-1) Per capita GNP for West African “lower muddle income countries”
averaged $830 and ranged from a low of $670 for Cote d’Ivoire to a high of $1,030 for
Congo Gabon, the only “upper lower middle mncome country” in the region, had a per capita
GNP of $4,450 Members of the CFA Franc Zone on average have a per capita income
($511) one-third higher than that in Non-CFA Franc countries ($386) and almost two-thirds
higher than that 1n Nigenia ($320) Relative to other low income countries 1n the world, the
average per capita income for West African “low income countries” was higher than that 1n
East and Southern Africa ($269) and South Asia ($336), but Jower than that 1n East Asia & the
Pacific ($390) and 1n the Amencas ($417)

While per capita GNP serves a useful purpose by reflecting the average level of income 1n one
country relative to another, 1t 1s by no means a perfect mdicator of a country’s level of
economic®, let alone social, development The UNDP “Human Development Index” (HDI)
ranks countries based on a broader set of indicators reflecting the level of economic and social
development 1n a country * The HDI rating for West African “low income countries” of 0 268
1s the Jowest 1n the developing world (see Table 1 and Chart 2), falling well below low income
countries in East & Southern Africa (0 326), South Asia (0 376), East Asia & the Pacific

(0 474) and the Amenicas (0 510) As will be highlighted below, across the board on a
multitude of economic and social indicators, West Africa ranks amongst the lowest, 1f not the

° The author 1s usmg the standard World Bank country classification scheme “Low mcome economues” are
those with a GNP per capita of $675 or less m 1992 “ Middle-income economues” are those with a GNP per capita of
more than $675 but less than $8,356 m 1992 A further division, at GNP per capita of $2,695 m 1992, 1s made
between “lower-middle-mcome” and “upper-muddle-income” economies “High-mncome economies” are those with a
GDP per capita of $8,356 or more m 1992 See World Bank, “World Development Report 1994", pg x

' These are Cote d’Ivorre, Senegal, Cameroon, Cape Verde and Congo
"' Gabon

2 Throughout the rest of this text, comparisons will be made solely regarding the performance of West
Afnican “low mcome countrnes” relative to that for “low income countries” m other regions of the world The reader
1s mvited to make further compansons regarding the relative performance of the “lower middle mcome” and “upper
muddle mcome” countries 1n each of the region by referring to text tables and annex tables

¥ For example, per capita GNP excludes mformal economic activities and does not give any indication of
how mcome 1s dispersed across the population

* The HDI 1s a composite measure of human development contamning mdicators representing three equally
weighted dimensions—longevity (life expectancy at birth), knowledge (adult hiteracy and mean years of schoolmg), and
mcome (purchasing power panty dollars per capita) See “Human Development Report 1994", The Umited Nations
Development Programme, 1994, pp 130-131 and pg 220 for further details



TABLE 1

Country Group Rankings
Per Capita GNP and Human Development Index

Low Income Country Region Per Capeta GNP Human Development Index [1]
(1992) _ (1992)
LOW INCOME COUNTRIES Range: S04 $475 $370 2] 0.355 13)
West Afnca $351 0.268
East & Southern Africa $269 0.326
South Asia $336 0.376
Amercas $417 0.510
East Asia & Paafic $390 0474

Source Annex Table A-1 B

[1] Composite measure of three equally weighted human development indicators—longevit (life expectancy at birth), knowledge (adult lneracy
mean years of schooling) and income (purchasing power panty dollars per capita)

[2] Weighted average as calculated by the World Bank

[3] Average for all "Low Human Development” countnes as calculated by UNDP
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Low Income Countries
Per Caplta GNP (1992)
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Chart 2

Low Income Countries
Level of Human Development
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lowest, of all low income country groups ** The stylized facts presented below are gleaned
from the region’s performance with regard to each of the various political, economic and
soc1al indicators and are meant to provide the reader with a broader and more comprehensive
perspective of the low level of development 1n West Africa ' 77

A. Level of Political Development®®

The mqgyority of West African countries can be considered as being exther “Democratic *
or ‘In-Transition to Democracy”

In the aftermath of the collapse of the Soviet Union and the ensuing political revolutions
throughout Eastern Europe, the countries of West Africa have undergone various degrees of
political and social hiberalization ' The U S State Department ranks countries based on
whether they are “Democracies”or ‘In Transition’, with those not hsted being “Non-
Democracies” (see Table 2) Of the twenty-four countries 1n West Africa, ten are classified as
Democratic, eight as In Transition and six as bewing Non-Democratic

!5 The data analysis performed throughout this Background Paper 15 with regard to the relative performance
of the low mcome countries 1n the region Comparative analysis 1s specifically not carried out regarding the
performance of the middle income (both lower-muddle mncome and upper-middie imcome) countries relative to that of
the low mcome countries 1 the region, nor with relafive to that i other middle income countries mn the developmng
world Rather, an analysis 15 carried out regarding the performance of the low mncome West African countries vis-a-
vis themselves and vis-a-vis other low income countries elsewhere 1n the world Hence, the analysis undertaken 1n
this paper 1s one of the “poorest of the poor” simce donors are hkely to be most concerned about assisting those facing
the worst state of poverty

'* The detailed tables presented 1n the statistical annex allow others the opportumity to perform more detailed
data analyses, particularly with regard to specific country and/or regional comparisons, as required

"7 ‘The reader should be aware of the linmtations of the data For a detailed discussion of the methodology
used m collecting data for each of the idicators used i this report, refer to the “Technical Notes” section of the
World Bank “World Development Report 1994" and of UNDP “Human Development Report 1994 ” There are also
certamn hmitations worthy of note regarding the regional country groupings used by the author, particuarly with regrd
to low mncome countries mn the Amenricas Whule there are four low income countries 1 this region, data were
generally available for only two (1 ¢ , Honduras and Nicaragua) Hence, the “regional” averages for the Americas 15
more an average of the performance 1n these two countries)

'* Depending on whether one considers a glass half full or half empty, the stylized fact could be rephrased
as “almost one-half of the countries n West Africa can be considered as being “Not Free "

' Tt 15 impossible within the scope of thus paper to begmn to highhight to degree of change that has occurred
throughout the region Hence, the analysis presented here 1s imited to what can be gleaned from the few statistical
mdices or rankings that are available



Table 2

West African Democracies

"Democratic" "In Transition" "Non-Democratic"
Benin Burkina Faso Equatorial Guinea
Cape Verde Cameroon Gamba

Central African Republic Cote d'Ivoire Liberia

Congo Chad Mauritania
Ghana Gabon Nigena
Gumea-Bissau Guinea Zawre

Mah Sierra Leone

Niger Togo

Sao Tome & Principe

Senegal

Source. U.S Department of State




Table 3
POLITICAL LIBERALIZATION INDICATORS [1] [2]

Freedom Freedom Pohtical Covil
Low Income Country Region Classification Ratmg Rughts Liberties

@+b)/2 () b)

Partly Free 50 52 48

East & Southern Afnca FPartly Free 51 51 51
South Asia Partly Free 49 45 53
Amencas Partly Free 41 40 43
East Asia & the Pacific Not Free 64 65 63

Source Annex Table A-3

[1] Ratngs of 5 5 to 7 0 1mply "Not Free State , 3 0to 5 5 imply "Partly Free State and 1102 5 imply Free State
[2] 1 Represents the most free and 7 the least free category

nenmy.
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West Africa
Degree of Political Liberalization"
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Chart 5

West, East and Southern Africa
Degree of Political Liberalization
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The magonty of West African countnes can be considered as being ewther “Free " or
“Partly Free”with regard to political nghts and civil iberties

A more detailed set of comparative indicators regarding the degree of political hiberalization
that exists within particular countries are the Freedom, Political Rights and Civil Libernes
indices published by “Freedom House " Four of the West African countries are classified by
Freedom House index as being “Free”, with eight countries being classified as “Partly Free”
and eleven classified as “Not Free” (see Table 3 and Charts 3 & 4) On average, the degree of
pohtical liberalization 1s greater (see Annex Table B-3) 1n the CFA Franc Zone countries
relative to that in the Non-CFA Franc Zone countries (4 9) Both are sigmificantly more “free”
than Nigenia (6 0) With an average Freedom Rating of 4 8, the region as a whole can be
considered to be “Partly Free” Ths rating (see Chart 5) 1s roughly n line with that for East &
Southern Africa (5 1) and South Asia (4 9), but worse than that 1n the Amenica’s (4 1) It 1s,
however, sigmificantly better (1implying greater political liberalization) than the rating for low
income countrnes 1n East Asia & the Pacific (6 4)

B. Level of Economic Development
Low Levels of Real Economic Growth

Next to low income countries 1n the Americas, West African low income countries recorded
the lowest level of real economic growth Growth 1n real Gross Domestic Product (GDP) for
the region averaged 2 4 percent per annum over the period 1980-92 (see Table 4 and Chart 6)
and ranged from a low of -0 7 percent 1n Niger to a hugh of 5 3 percent in Chad (see Table A-
4) * On average, real economic growth rates were lower (see Table B-4) 1n the member
countries of the CFA Franc Zone (1 8 percent) compared to those registered in the Non-CFA
Franc Zone countries (2 6 percent) and 1n Nigena (2 3 percent) The average growth rate for
low mncome countries in West Africa was about the same as that for East & Southern Africa
(2 5 percent), lower than that for South Asia (5 2 percent) and East Asta & the Pacific (5 1
percent), and higher only relative to that in the Americas (0 6 percent)

% A “Comparative Survey of Freedom"” for various countries in the world 1s carried out annually by the
New York based orgamzation “Freedom House ” The survey analyzes factors such as the degree to which fair and
competitive elections occur, individual and group freedoms are guaranteed m practice, and press freedom exists
From these factors, two main mdices are derived, a “Political Rights” index and a “Civil Liberties”, along with a
combined “Freedom Rating” which 1s the average of the two mmdices Ratings are done on a scale of 1 to 7 with
ratings of 1 representing the most free and 7 the least free category Hence, ratings of 5 5 to 7 0 mmply “Not Free
State”, 3 0 to 5 5 imply “Partly Free State” and 1 to 2 5§ imply “Free State "

3 Average annual growth rates for some of the larger countries 1n the region averaged 2 3 percent for
Nigena, 0 0 percent n Cote d’Ivorre, 3 0 percent in Senegal and 1 0 percent m Cameroon



Table 4

ECONOMIC INDICATORS

REAL GDP INFLATION GROSS

Low Income Country Region
(%)
1980-92

West Afrca 24%
East & Southern Africa 25%
South Asia 52%
Amerxas 06%
East Asia & Pacific 51%

(%)
1980-92
192%
201%
89%
336 4%

99%

1992

15 0%

246%

232%

215%

245%

GROSS  FOREIGN
GROWTH RATE DOMINV DOM SAV  SAVINGS

1992

25%

-13%

123%

10%

25 0%

1992

126%

252%

11 0%

205%

47%

0oDA

NETLT

FOREIGN

DEBT FLW DIR INV
(% of GDF) (% of GDP) (% of GDP) (% of GDP) (% of GDP) (% of GDP)

1992 1992 4_1__-_992
161% 55% 07%
227% 69% 04%
98% 19% 04%
284% 103% 05%
49% 26% 11%

Source Annex Table A-4
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Generally Low Levels of Inflation

Inflation for low income countries 1n the region averaged 17 2 percent per annum over the
peniod 1980-92 (see Table 4 and Chart 6) and ranged from a low of 0 9 percent in Chad to a
high of 60 8 percent 1n Sierra Leone (see Annex Table A-4) There were sigmficant
differences between the average annual rate of inflation (see Annex Table B-4) for the member
countries of the CFA Franc Zone (2 6 percent) and that for Non-CFA Franc countries (35 4
percent) and for Nigeria (19 4 percent) # Inflation for low income countries 1n the region was
lower relative to that in East & Southern Africa (22 percent) and the Americas (336 4
percent), but higher than that recorded in South Asia (8 9 percent) and East Asia & the Pacific
(9 9 percent)

Lowest Levels of Gross Domestic Investment

Gross Domestic Investment (GDI)® 1n West Africa was the Jowest 1n the developing world

On average, GDI for low income countries 1n the region averaged only 15 percent of GDP
(see Table 4 and Chart 7) and ranged from a low of 2 percent in Chad to a high of 26 percent
in Guinea Bissau (See Annex Table A-4) GDI 1n Franc Zone countries of the region (see
Annex Table B-4) was significantly lower (13 2 percent of GDP) than that in Non-CFA Franc
Zone countries (16 4 percent) and m Nigeria (18 0 percent) # Average GDI n the region was
well below the averages recorded for low income countries in the Americas (21 5 percent of
GDP), South Asia (23 1 percent of GDP), East Asia & the Pacific (24 5 percent of GDP) and
East & Southern Africa (26 7 percent of GDP)

Very Low Levels of Gross Domestic Savings

Gross Domestic Savings (GDS)* for West African low income countnies averaged only 2 5
percent of GDP (see Table 4 and Chart 7) and ranged from a low of -22 0 percent 1n Guinea
Bissau to a high of 23 percent in Nigena (see Annex Table A-4) Excluding Guinea Bissau,
Nigena and Chad), GDS averaged 4 9 percent of GDP GDS 1n Franc Zone countries (see
Annex Table B-4) averaged 7 2 percent of GDP while that in Non-CFA Franc Zone countries
averaged 6 0 percent of GDP 2 The region’s average level of GDS was higher than that

Z Ths was largely due to the fiscal discipline that 15 imposed upon member countries under the
arrangements of the Franc Zone (1 e , government borrowing from the banking system 1s limited m any given year to
the equavalent of 20 percent of the previous year’s tax revenue)

* GDI consists of outlays on additions to the fixed assets of the economy plus net changes m the level of
inventones

* Thus was due m part to the sigmficant overvaluation of the CFA Franc which rendered many economc
activities mn Franc Zone countries uneconomic

2 GDS 1s calculated by deducting total consumption from Gross Domestic Product
% Excluding Guinea Bissau and the excluding the five countries for which data were unavailable

ety
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recorded 1n East & Southern Africa (-1 3 percent of GDP) and the Americas (1 O percent of
GDP), but significantly lower than that found in South Asia (12 3 percent of GDP) and East
Asia & the Pacific (25 O percent of GDP)

Very High Dependance on Foreign Capual Flows

Foreign savings (defined as the 1nverse of the resource balance)” for low income countries 1n
the region averaged some 12 6 percent of GDP (see Table 4 and Charts 7 & 8), whale levels of
Official Development Assistance (ODA)® averaged 16 1 percent of GDP and Net Long Term
Debt Flows® averaged 5 5 percent of GDP (see Chart 9) ODA and Net Long Term Debt
Flows (see Table B-4) were roughly double 1n Non-CFA Franc Countries (19 5 percent of
GDP and 6 3 percent of GDP, respectively) than in CFA Franc Countries (11 1 percent of
GDP and 3 5 percent of GDP, respectively) and higher than in Nigenia (0 8 percent of GDP
and 4 6 percent of GDP, respectively) Foreign Savings, ODA and Net Long Term Debt for
low income countries in the region as a whole were lower than those found i1n the Amenicas
(20 5 percent, 28 4 percent and 10 3 percent of GDP, respectively) and East & Southern
Afnica (27 3 percent, 20 8 percent and 7 5 percent of GDP, respectively), but higher than
those recorded 1n South Asia (11 O percent, 9 8 percent and 1 9 percent of GDP, respectively)
and East Asia & the Pacific (4 7 percent, 4 9 percent and 2 9 percent of GDP, respectively)

Low Levels of Foreign Direct Investment

Foreign Drrect Investment (FDI)™ for low income countries in West Africa averaged the
equivalent of only 0 7 percent of GDP (see Table 4 and Chart 9) and was essentially zero 1n
the case of Guinea Bissau, Niger, Burkina Faso, Togo, Gumea and Mauritania (see Annex
Table A-4) FDI was lower (-0 1 percent of GDP) in Franc Zone countries (see Annex Table
B-4) relative to Non-Franc Zone countries (2 1 percent of GDP) and to Nigeria (3 0 percent of
GDP) The average for low income countries 1n the regional as a whole was 1n line with those
recorded 1n low 1ncome countries 1n South Asia (0 4 percent of GDP), East & Southern Africa
(0 5 percent of GDP and the Amenicas (0 5 percent of GDP), but roughly one-half of that
recorded 1n East Asia & the Pacific

7 The “resource balance” 1s defined as the balance of net exports & mmports of goods and non-factor
services

* ODA consists of net disbursements of loans and grants made on concesstonal financial terms by official
agencies of the members of the Development Assistance Commuttee (DAC) of the Orgamzation for Economic
Cooperation and Development (OECD) and members of the Organzation of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC)
to promote economic development and welfare

# Total Net Flow on Long-Term Debt are disbursements less the repayment of principal on pubhc, publicly
guaranteed, and private non-guaranteed long-term debt

% FDI 1s defined as mvestment that 15 made to acquire a lasting mterest {usually 10 percent of the voting
stock) 1n an enterprise operating in a country other than that of the mnvestor
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C. Level of Social Development
1. Population
Highest Projected Level of Population Growth

The Population Growth Rate for low income countries 1n the region 1s projected to average 2 8
percent over the pertod 1992-2000 (see Table 5 and Chart 10) and to range from a low of 2 0
percent in Guinea Bissau to 3 3 percent in Niger (see Table A-5 and Chart 11) At thus rate,
West Africa’s population would double 1n only 24 years Nine countries 1n the region have
population growth rates of 3 0 percent or greater ** Population growth projections for
countries 1n the CFA Franc Zone (see Annex Table B-5) are higher (3 O percent) than that for
Non-CFA Franc Zone countries and for Nigena (both 2 7 percent) While the population
growth rate for low income countries 1n the region are 1n line with those in the Americas (2 8
percent), they are sigmficantly higher than those projected for East Asia & the Pacific (1 8
percent), South Asia (2 0 percent) and slightly higher than that 1 East & Southern Africa (2 6
percent)

Highest Fertility Rate in the World

Low income countries in West Africa recorded a Fertility Rate (FR)* of 6 4 (see Table 5 and
Chart 12) i 1994 which ranged from a low of 4 7 1n Sao Tome & Principe to a high of 7 4 1n
Niger (see Annex Table A-5) The average FR in CFA Franc countries (6 4) was roughly in
line with that in Nigena (6 5) and slightly higher than that recorded 1n other Non-CFA Franc
countries (see Annex Table B-5) The average FR for low income countries 1n the region as a
whole was slightly higher than that in East & Southern Afnica (6 1), but was significantly
higher than those recorded 1n South Asia (5 2), the Americas (4 6) and East Asia & the Pacific
4 6)

Lowest Levels of Contraception Usage

The Married Women Using Contraception (MWUC)* rate for low mncome countries 1n the
region averaged 11 7 percent in 1992 (see Table 5 and Chart 12) and ranged from a low of 5 0
percent 1n Niger and Mah to a ugh of 33 0 percent in Togo (see Annex Table A-5) On
average, CFA Franc countries (see Annex Table B-5) recorded a higher MWUC rate (10 O

*' These are Niger (3 5 percent), Togo (3 0 percent), Zare (3 1 percent), Ghana (3 0 percent), Mauritama
(3 0 percent), Cote d’Ivorre (3 3 percent), Cameroon (3 0 percent), Congo (3 2 percent) and Gabon (3 0 percent)

% The Fertility Rate 1s defined as the average number of chuldren born to a woman during her hfetime

* Ths mdicator refers to women who are practicing, or whose husbands are practicing, any form of
contraception Contraceptive usage 15 generally measured for marned women age 15 to 49, although a few countries
use measures relating to other age groups, especially 15 to 44



Table §
POPULATION INDICATORS
M ———
POPULATION POPULATION DOUBLING TOTAL MAR WOMEN CRUDE BIRTH CRUDE DEATH POPULATION AGE
Low Income Country Region 1994  GROWTHRATE TIME FERTILITY USING CONTR  RATE RATE STRUCTURE

(Millions) (%) (Years)  RATE (%) (per1,0000  (per1,000) <15  >65 <15  >65
1992-2000 1988-93 1994 1994 1990 1990 20252025
West Afrnca 236 28% 2 64 95% 45 17 5% 33% 8% 38%
East & Southern Afrca 259 5 26% 2% 61 20 1% 4“4 16 6% 3% 9% 5%

South Asa 1,213 4 20% 30 52 323% 36 12 8% 4%

Amencas 174 28% 29 46 33 7% 35 10 2% 4%

East Aua & Pacific 1,525 2 18% 36 41 58 0% 33 i1 33% 4%
— — mg

Source Annex Table A-§
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percent) than Non-CFA Franc countries (8 8 percent) and Nigeria (6 0 percent) The average
MWUC rate for low income countries in the region was significantly lower than that found 1n
East & Southern Africa (20 1 percent), South Asia (28 5 percent), the Amerncas (45 5 percent)
and East Asia & the Pacific (66 5 percent)

Youthful Population Age Structure

The Percentage of the Total Population Under the Age of 15 1n West African low mncome
countries averaged 45 percent in 1990 and was projected to dechne shghtly to 38 percent by
the year 2025 (see Table 5 and Chart 13) There 1s essentially no difference in neither the
historical nor the projected age structure of the population for CFA Franc Zone countries,
Non-CFA Franc Zone countries and Nigena (see Annex Table B-5) This highly youth
orniented structure of the present population of the region 1s in line with the situation facing low
income countnies 1n East & Southern Africa (46 percent), South Asia (43 percent) and 1n the
Americas (42 percent) Low income countries in East Asia & the Pacific has a relatively less
youthful structure (38 percent) of 1its population

High and Growing Degree of Urbanization

Next to the low income countries in the Americas, West Africa has the greatest degree of
urbanization The urban population 1n West Africa increased from 16 3 percent of the total
population 1n 1970 to 32 6 percent in 1992 (see Table 6 and Chart 14) and presently ranges
from a low of 17 percent in Burkina Faso to a high of 50 percent in Mauritania (see Annex
Table A-6) While the average annual growth rate of the urban population 1n West Africa has
declined shghtly from 1its high level of 6 4 percent during 1970-80 to 5 8 percent over the
period 1980-93, 1t remains the highest in the low income developing world There 1s very
httle difference (sec Annex Table B-6) 1n the high degree of urbanization and the high rate of
growth of urbanization between CFA Franc Zone Countries (35 percent and 5 6 percent,
respectively) and Non-CFA Franc Zone Countries (34 4 percent and 5 1 percent, respectively)
as well as Nigena (37 percent and 5 7 percent, respectively) However, the degree of
urbanization 1n the region greatly exceeds that in East & Southern Africa (21 3 percent), East
Asia & the Pacific (22 7 percent) and South Asia (19 4 percent), but falls below the rate
recorded for the Amenicas (53 0 percent)* And while the pace of urbanization 1s 1n Iine with
that recorded 1n East & Southern Africa (5 8 percent), 1t 1s well above that in South Asia (4 8
percent), the Americas (4 6 percent) and East Asia & the Pacific (4 5 percent)

3 1t should be noted that “low mcome countries” in the Americas consists of Guyana, Hait:, Honduras and
Nicaragua, of which data 1s provided for only the latter two Hence, data presented n the text and annex tables for
this grouping are the average of the two data pomnts for Honduras and Nicaragua
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Table 6

URBAN POPULATION AND URBAN GROWTH

Low Income Country Region

West Afnca

East & Southern Afnca

South Asia

Amercas

East Asia & Pacific

URBAN Average Annual
POPUL Growth Rate
{% of Total) (%)

1970 1992 1970-80 1980-93
16 3% 326% 64% 58%
10 8% 213% 69% 58%
137% 19 4% 48% 438%
38 0% 53 0% 51% 46%
17 0% 227% 39% 45%

Source Annex Table A-6
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2. Education
Lowest Adult Literacy Rates

The average Adult Literacy Rate (ALR)* for low income countries 1n West Africa was 36
percent (see Table 7 and Charts 15 and 16) and ranged from a low of 20 percent 1n Burkina
Faso to a high of 74 percent 1n Zaire (see Annex Table A-7) Regional Aduir Literacy Rates
Jor Women (28 percent) were roughly two-thirds the combined rate for men and women and
ranged from a low of 12 percent 1n Sierra Leone to a high of 63 percent in Zaire There were
small differences (see Annex Table B-7) between these rates in CFA Franc countnes (42
percent and 29 percent, respectively) and those in Non-CFA Franc countries (45 percent and
24 percent, respectively), while hiteracy rates in Nigenia were substantially h1gher (52 percent
and 39 percent, respectively) Literacy rates for low income countries 1n the region as a whole
were significantly lower than those found 1 South Asia (45 percent and 31 percent,
respectively), East & Southern Africa (57 percent and 46 percent, respectively), East Asia &
the Pacific (75 percent and 65 percent, respectively) and the Americas (76 percent and 73
percent, respectively)

Lowest Gross Primary Enrollment Rates

The average Gross Primary Enrollment Rate (GPER)* for West African low income countries
was 57 percent for all students and 44 percent for female students (see Table 7 and Chart 17)
and ranged from a low of 25 percent and 19 percent, respectively, in Mal to a high of 77
percent and 69 percent, respectively, in Ghana (see Annex Table A-7) On average, CFA
Franc Zone countries (see Annex Table B-7) had a higher average GPER (60 percent) than
Non-CFA Franc Zone countries (54 percent), but similarly a low average GPER for females
(46 percent and 45 percent, respectively) Rates were significant hzgher 1n Nigena (71 percent
and 62 percent, respectively) than the average for the other two country groups Average
regional enrollment rates were substantially Jower than those recorded 1n East & Southern
Afnica (78 percent and 74 percent, respectively), South Asia (82 percent and 73 percent,
respectively), the Americas (103 percent and 106 percent, respectively,”” and East Asia & the
Pacific (110 percent and 105 percent, respectively)

%5 AL 15 defined as the proportion of the population over the age of fifteen who can, with understanding,
read and wnite a short, simple statement on their everyday life

¥ GPER 15 an estimate of the ratio of children of all ages enrolled n primary school to the country’s
population of school-age children Although many countnies consider primary school age to be 6 to 11 years, others
do not

¥ Primary school enrollment data are estiumates of the ratio for children of all ages enrolled m primary
school to the country’s population of school-age chuldren (generally considered to be ages 6 to 11 years) Gross
enrollment ratios may exceed 100 percent, however, because some pupils are younger or older than the country’s
standard primary school age



Table 7
EDUCATION INDICATORS

ADULT LITERACY GROSS PRIMARY ENROLL _  PUP/TEACH PRIM COMPL

Low Income Country Region T TOTAL  FEMALE  TOTAL  FEMALE  RATIO RATE
(%) (%) (%) (%) %)
West Africa 39% 28% 57% 4% 49 61%
East & Southern Africa 57% 46% 78% 74% 47 55%
South Asia 45% 31% 82% B% 43 56%
Amenicas 76% $B% 103% 106% 37 53%
East Asia & the Pacific 75% 65% 110% 105% 207 7%

Source Annex Table A-7
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10
Highest Pupu/Teacher Ratios

The average Primary Pupil/Teacher Ranio® for low income countries 1n the region was 49
percent (see Table 7 and Chart 17) and ranged from a low of 29 to 1 in Benin to a high of 90
to 1 in Zaire (see Annex Table A-7) The average ratio for CFA Franc countries (see Annex
Table B-7) was substantially gher (54 to 1) than those recorded 1n Non-CFA Franc countries
(40 to 1) and 1n Nigeria (39 to 1) The regional average rate for low income countries was
roughly in line with those recorded i East & Southern Africa (56 percent), South Asia (56
percent) and the Americas (53 percent), but lower than that found in East Asia & the Pacific

(73 percent)
Low Primary Completion Rate

The average Primary Completion Rate (PCR)* for low income West African countries
averaged 61 percent (see Table 7 and Chart 17) and ranged from a low of 8 percent 1n Guinea
Bissau to a high of 88 percent in Sao Tome & Principe (see Annex Table A-7) There was
very little differentiation (see Annex Table B-7) between rates recorded in CFA Franc
Countries (63 percent) and those for Non-CFA Franc countnies (58 percent) and Nigena (58
percent) Average Primary Completion Rates for low income countries in the region were also
1n line with those recorded for East & Southern Africa (56 percent), South Asia (56 percent)
and the Americas (53 percent), but lower than that found 1n East Asia & the Pacific (73
percent)

3. Health
Lowest Level of Access To Medical Care

The average degree of Access to Medical Care® for low income countries 1n the region was 48
percent of the population (see Table 8 and Chart 18) and ranged from lows of 30 percent in
Chad, Niger, the Central African Republic and Benin to a high of 90 percent in the Gambia
(see Annex Table A-8) On average, access was lowest (see Annex Table B-8) 1n the case of
the CFA Franc countries (45 percent), higher in Non-CFA Franc countries (53 percent) and

** This ratio 15 the number of pupils enrolled 1n school 1n a country divided by the number of teachers m the
education system It 1s generally considered by experts i the education development field that variations m this ratio
within the range of 25 to 50 are not hikely to have a noticeable effect on primary school quality

* The PCR 1s the proportion of the children entermg the first grade of primary school who successfully
complete that level of education

“ 1t should be noted that lngh Primary Completion Rates do not necessary imply that the education system
15 hugh quality or efficient For example, a student could have “completed” primary school, but only after having
repeated school years several times

! Access to medical care 1s the percentage of the population that can reach appropnate local health services
on foot or by local means of transport 1 no more than one hour
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Table 8
HEALTH INDICATORS
e —
ACCESS TO LIFE MATER INFANT UNDER 5§ PREV MAL POPUL
Low Income Country Regron MED CARE EXPECT MORT RT MORT RT MORT RATE (Under 5) PER PHYS
(% of pop) (years) (100k brths) {000 brths) (000 brths) (%)
1990 1992 1988 1992 1992 1987-1992 1990
— S ——
West Afinca 48% 490 803 116 192 32 0% 32,004
East & Southem Afrca 69% 502 620 103 166 221% 22,515
South Asia 2% 559 676 91 143 515% 8,835
Amencas Nn% 628 305 60 86 206% 2,275
East Asia & the Paafic 1% 589 497 70 103 312% 8,103

Source Annex Table A-8
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highest 1n the case of Nigena (72 percent) Medical care access for low mcome countries 1n
the region was significantly lower than those recorded in East & Southern Africa (67 percent),
the Americas (71 percent), East Asia & the Pacific (71 percent) and South Asia (72 percent)

Lowest Level of Life Expectancy

Average Life Expectancy at Birth* for low mncome West African countries 1s only 49 years
(see Table 8) and ranges from a low of 42 4 years in Sierra Leone to a high of 67 years 1n Sao
Tome & Principe (see Annex Table A-8) On average, however, there 1s lirtle deviation (see
Annex Table B-8) 1n the life expectancy rates for CFA Franc countries (49 3 years), Non-CFA
Franc countries (47 8 years) and Nigenia (51 9 years) The rates recorded for the region were
nonetheless significantly Jower than those recorded in East & Southern Africa (50 3 years),
South Asia (55 0 years), the Americas (62 8 years), and East Asia & the Pacific (58 9 years)

Highest Maternal Mortality, Infant Mortality and Under Age-5 Mortality Rates

Mortality rates for low income West African countries are the highest 1n the developing world
On average, regional Maternal Mortality Rates®™ were 803 per 100,000 births, Infant Mortahity
Rates* were 116 per 1,000 births, and Under-5 Mortality Rates® were 192 per 1,000 barths
(see Table 8 and Chart 19) Maternal Mortality Rates ranged from a low of 600 1n Liberia and
Togo to a high of 1,000 in Sierra Leone, Guinea Bissau, the Gambia and Guinea (see Annex
Table A-8) Infant Mortality Rates and Under-5 Mortality Rates ranged from a low of 81 and
130, respectively, 1n Ghana to a hugh of 143 and 250, respectively, 1n Sierra Leone On
average, the three mortality rates were highest (see Annex Table B-8) in Non-CFA Franc Zone
countries (850, 123 and 203, respectively), followed by CFA Franc Zone countries (737, 103
and 170, respectively) Nigena recorded the Jowest mortality rates of all the country groups
(750, 84 and 155, respectively) The average Maternal Mortality Rates for low income
countries 1n the region was significantly Azgher than those found 1n South Asia (676), East &
Southern Africa (625), East Asia & the Pacific (497) and the Americas (305) Average
regional rates for Infant Mortality and Under-5 Mortality in West Africa were also significantly
greater than those recorded in East 7 Southern Africa (90 and 165, respectively), South Asia
(73 and 152, respectively), East Asia & the Pacific (44 and 103, respectively) and the
Americas (26 and 86, respectively)

“ Life Expectancy at birth mdicates the number of years a new born mfant would hve 1f prevailing patterns
of mortality at the time of 1ts birth were to stay the same throughout its life

“ The Maternal Mortality Rate 1s the annual number of deaths of women from pregnancy-related causes per
100,000 hive barths

“ The Infant Mortality Rate 15 the number of infants who die before reaching one year of age per thousand
live births 1n a given year

 The Under-5 Mortality Rate shows the probability that a newborn baby will die before reaching age 5
The rates are derived from lfe tables based on estimated current life expectancy at birth and on infant mortality rates
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Low Levels of Public and Private Expenditure Being Directed into Health

Total average Health Expenditure® m low mncome countries in West Africa 1s low relative to
that 1 other developing countries Total expenditure on health (public, private and aid flows)
was the equivalent of only 4 62 percent of GDP (see Table 9 and Chart 20) and ranged from a
low of 3 percent of GDP in Ghana to a high of 8 percent of GDP in Burkina Faso (see Annex
Table A-9) In per capita terms, total health expenditure averaged $16 30 for low income
countries 1n the region, ranging from $3 45 in Libena to $48 1n Sao Tome & Principe Asa
group (see Annex Table B-9), the CFA Franc countries had the greazest commitment to health
care (4 1 percent of GDP and $33 66 per capita), relative to the Non-CFA Franc countries

(2 0 percent of GDP and $9 61 per capita) and Nigeria (3 2 percent of GDP and $9 78 per
capita) As a percentage of GDP, the average health expenditure for low mcome countries in
the region were in line with those for Less Developed Countries (4 7 percent) and for Medium
Health Expenditure African countries”” (4 5 percent), while on a per capita basis, average
regional health expenditure was significantly lower than that for developing countries as a
whole ($41), but n line with that for Medium Health Expenditure African countries ($16)

Similarly, Public Sector Expenditure on Health was the equivalent of 1 3 percent of GDP and
ranged from a low of 0 68 percent of GDP 1n Sierra Leone to a hugh of 2 27 percent of GDP
in Guinea Bissau On a per capita basis, public sector expenditure averaged $4 74, ranging
from a low of $0 36 1n Zaire to a high of $14 00 1n Sao Tome & Principe As a group,
governments 1n the CFA Franc Zone countries devoted the greatest amount of budgetary
resources to health (1 3 percent of GDP and $14 49 per capita) relative to those governments
m the Non-CFA Franc Zone (0 6 percent of GDP and $2 86 per capita) The public sector 1n
Nigeria devoted 1 1 percent of GDP and $3 37 per capita to the health sector On average, as
a percentage of GDP, governments 1n low income countries in West Africa spent less on the
health sector relative to those 1n other developing countries (2 1 percent of GDP) and were at
the midpoint between Low Health Expenditure (1 11 percent of GDP) and Medium Health
Expenditure (1 52 percent) African countries In per capita terms, average regional
government expenditure was less than half that for other Less Developed Countries and in line
with that for Medium Health Expenditure Countries in Africa

“ As defined i the UNDP “Human Development Report 1994, Public expenditure on health compnises the
expediture, both current and capital, by all government offices, departments, establishments and other bodies that
are agencies or mstrument of the central authonty of a country on hospitals, matermity and dental centers, and chnics
with a major medical component, on nattonal health and medical insurance schemes, and on famuly planming and
preventive care The data on health expenditure are not comparable across countnies In many economes, private
health services are substantial, m others, public services represent the major component of total expenditure but may
be financed by lower levels of government Caution should therefore be exercised mn using the data for cross-country
comparisons

7 The countries 1dentified by the World Bank as “Medium Expenditure Countries” as regards percentage of
Government expenditure devoted to health are Burundi, Cameroon, The Gambia, Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, Malaw,
Niger, Rwanda, Senegal and Zambia See “Better Health in Africa Expenience and Lessons Learned”, The World
Bank, Washington, D C , 1994, Table 9-4, pg 139



Table 9

EXPENDITURE ON HEALTH
HEALTH EXPENDITURES (1990)
Low Income Counntry Region AS A PERCENTAGE OF GDP PER CAFITA
Pubhe Aid Flows Private Total Pablic Aid Flows Private Total

West Africa
Low Income Countries 128% 178% 155% 462% s 474 § 6 55 $ 500 $§ 1630
Lower Middle Income Countnes 1 50% 038% 168% 356% $§ 1208 § 736 $ 1367 § 3311
World 4 80% 0 00% 320% 8 00% - —_ - $ 32300
More Developed Countries 540% 0 00% 330% 8 70% - — - $ 134000
Less Developed Countries 210% 010% 2 50% 470% — —_ — § 4100
Afnican Countnes 150% 090% 210% 4 50% —_ - — $ 1400
High Expenditure Counties 276% 164% 192% 632% $ 4000 § 900 $ 1900 § 6300
Medium Expenditure Countries 152% 116% 1.55% 422% $ 600 § 300 $ 700 $ 1600
Low Expenditure Countries 111% 1571% 157% 423% $ 200 § 200 H 400 § 8 00

Source Annex Table A-9

[1] High expenditure countries are Botswana, Lesotho, Swaziland and Zambabwe

[2] Medmum expenditure countires are Burundi, Cameroon, The Gambia, Ghana, Kenya, Liberta, Malawy, Niger, Rwanda, Senegal and Zambia
[3] Low expenditure countries are Burkina Faso, Ethiopa, Mali, Nigena, Sierra Leone, Somaha, Uganda and Zaire
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D. Level of Infrastructure Development
Low Level of Access to Safe Dnnking Water

On average, 47 percent of the population in West African low mcome countries had Access to
Safe Drinking Water® (see Table 10 and Chart 21), ranging from a low of 11 percent in Mah
to a high of 70 percent 1n both Burkina Faso and Togo (see Annex Table A-10) Access to
Safe Drinking Water (see Annex Table B-10) was on average kighest in the CFA Franc
countries (51 percent of the population), followed by the Non-CFA Franc countries (46
percent) and Nigeria (42 percent) Access levels for low income countries in the region were
in Iine with those for East & Southern Africa (45 percent), but were lower than those for East
Asia & the Pacific (52 percent), South Asia (56 percent) and the Amencas (60 percent)

Low Level of Access to Sanutation

Roughly 28 percent of the population 1n West African low mncome countries had Access to
Sanitation® (see Table 10 and Chart 21), ranging from a low of 7 percent in Burkina Faso to a
high of 61 percent in Ghana (sec Annex Table A-10) Samitation access was essentially equal
i both CFA Franc Zone (41 percent) and Non-CFA Franc Zone (40 percent) countries, with
Nigena recording significantly lower relative access rates (28 percent) The average level of
access for regional low income countries was roughly in line with those for South Asia (25
percent) and East & Southern Africa (29 percent), but sigmificantly lower than those recorded
1 East Asia & the Pacific (41 percent) and in the Americas (62 percent)

Average Levels of Road Infrastructure

Road Density™ for low income countries m the region averaged some 304 kilometers per
million persons (see Table 10 and Chart 21) and ranged from a low of 21 kilometers per
mulhion persons 1n Burkina Faso to a high of 804 kilometers per million persons in Mauritanmia
(see Annex Table A-10) Of this, 44 percent of the roads in the region were classified as
Roads in Good Conditior™, ranging from a low of 24 percent in Burkina Faso to a high of 67
percent in Nigeria Road Density was on average greatest in Non-CFA Franc Zone countries

** Ths 15 the percentage of the population with reasonable access to safe water supply, including treated
surface water, or untreated but uncontammated water such as that from springs, sanitary wells and protected
boreholes

* Thus 1s the percentage of the population with reasonable access to samitary means of excreta and waste
disposal, including outdoor latrines and composting

% RD 1s defined as the number of kilometers of paved roads per million population

5! Roads m Good Condition 1s defined as roads substantially free of defects and requiring only routme
mamtenance

-
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Table 10

INFRASTRUCTURE INDICATORS

ACCESSTO ACCESSTO ROAD ROADS
Low Income Country Region SAFE WATER SANITATION DENSITY GOOD COND
(% of pop ) (% ofpop) (km/Mnpers) (% of Rds)
%
West Afnca 47% 28% nd 44
East & Southern Africa 45% 5% as 39
South Asia 56% 25% n 21
Amencas 60% 62% 335 50
East Asia & Paafic 52% 41% 185 30

L

Source Annex Table A-10
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(417 kalometers per mullion persons) relative to that in Nigena (376 kilometers per milhon
persons) and 1n CFA Franc Zone countries (336 kilometers per million persons) Both CFA
and Non-CFA Franc Zone countnies had similar degrees of Roads in Good Condition (42
percent and 44 percent, respectively), but were well below that recorded in Nigena (67
percent) Road Density levels in West African low mncome countries were roughly in line with
those for the Amencas (335 kilometers per million persons), South Asia (371) and East &
Southern Africa (381) and were almost double that for East Asia & the Pacific (185) West
African countries ranked highest next to the Americas (30 percent) regarding Roads in Good
Condition and higher than East & Southern Africa (39 percent), East Asia & the Pacific (30
percent) and South Asia (21 percent)

E. Relative Political, Economic and Social Development Within West Africa

There are clear differences 1n the relative performance of each of the three West African
country groupings (CFA Franc Zone, Non-CFA Franc Zone and Nigena) This section
briefly highlights the primary distinctions that can be made and conclusions drawn with regard
to the political, economic and social performance of each of these three groups

1. CFA Franc Zone Countries

On average, the CFA Franc Zone countries had the highest level of per capita incomes and
experienced the greatest degree of political iberalization relative to the other two groupings
With regard to the economic indicators, however, the performance of the CFA Franc Zone
countries was mixed While these countries on average recorded the highest level of domestic
savings and the lowest level of inflation, they also generated the Jowest level of gross domestic
investment, foreign direct investment and overall economic growth In the area of social
development, these countries recorded the highest levels of population growth and total
fertility rates in the region This was despite the fact that they also generated the highest level
of contraception usage in the region As regards health and education, the performance of the
CFA Franc Zone countries was generally below that of Nigenia, but was often higher than that
recorded by the other Non-CFA Franc Zone countries For example, while these countries did
record the hzghest Pnmary Completion Rates, they also generated the worst Pupil/Teacher
Ratios Total Literacy Rates were the lowest, while female Literacy Rates, and both total and
female Gross Primary Enrollment Rates, were second to Nigenia In the area of health, Franc
Zone countries had the greatest percentage of both total expenditure and government
expenditure devoted to this sector, yet generated the lowesr level of Access to Medical Care
and were second to the Non-CFA Franc Zone countries regarding Maternal, Infant and Under-
5 Mortahty Rates The infrastructure 1n these countries was relatively sound, with member
states recording the highest level of Access to Water, Access to Sanitation (tied with the Non-
CFA Franz Zone countries) and was second to Nigena regarding Roads mn Good Condition

In sum, while the CFA Franc Zone Countries average level of income and degree of pohtical
Jreedom was highest 1n the region, their performance on the economic and social front was less
than spectacular
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2. Nigena

While Nigena’s level of per capita income and degree of polincal liberalization was the worst
among the regional groupings, 1t performed best with regard to the social indicators and
strongly with regard to the economic indicators Nigena recorded the highest ranking on the
Human Development Index, as well as placed first with regard to Adult Literacy, Primary
Enrollment Rate, Pupil/Teacher Ratio, Access to Medical Care, and the three Mortahty Rates
Its performance on the population front, however, was less than spectacular, logging the
region’s lowest Married Women Using Contraception Rate and highest Fertility Rate
Nigeria’s performance with regard to infrastructure was mixed, recording the lowest level of
Access to Safe Water and Access to Samitation, yet generating the highest level of Roads 1n
Good Condition and the second highest Road Density 1n the region In sum, Nigena has the
highest level of social development n the region, although 1its per capita income, level of
economic growth and degree of political liberalization are low

3. Non-CFA Franc Zone Countries

The Non-CFA Franc Zone countries experienced the lowest level of soctal development 1n the
region and fell in between the other two groups regarding the degree of political hiberalizanion
and economic performance On average, these countries ranked lowest on the Human
Development Index and were the worst 1n the areas of education and health As regards
education, Non-CFA Franc Zone countries recorded the lowest Gross Primary Enrollment
Rates and tied with Nigena with the lowest Primary Completion Rate Its female Adult
Lateracy Rate was the Jowest 1n the region, while 1ts total Adult Literacy Rate was just slightly
above that for the CFA Franc Zone Countnies Similarly, while 1ts level of Access to Medical
Care was second to that in Nigena, Non-CFA Franc Zone countries recorded the lowest Life
Expectancy levels and the highest levels of Maternal, Infant and Under-5 Mortality Rates
These countries performed better with regard to the population indicators, however, logging
the lowest Total Fertility Rate, the second lowest Married Women Using Contraception Rate
and tied with Nigeria with the lowest population growth rate The Non-CFA Franc Zone
countries performance on the economic front, however, was more mixed While they did
record the highest levels of Gross Domestic Investment and economic growth 1n the region,
they also experienced the highest levels of inflation and generated the lowest levels of Gross
Domestic Savings and highest dependancy on Foreign Savings Per capita income and the
degree of pohitical iberalization 1n these countries were second to the Franc Zone countries
Infrastructure development was relatively mixed with these countries’ level of Access to Safe
Water and Access to Sanitation being second to the CFA Franc Zone countries, their Road
Density being the highest, and their Roads 1n Good Condition being amongst the lowest 1n the
region In sum, the Non-CFA Franc Zone countries performed the poorest on the soctal front,
were on par with the CFA Franc Zone countries on the poliical liberalization front and had
mixed results on the economic front

€
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F. Political, Economuc and Social Development of West Africa Relative to Other Low
Income Regions of the Developing World

Without question, West Africa stands alone as having the poorest level of social development
relative to all other low income regions 1n the world Across the board with regard to
population, education and health indicators, the region has performed the worst, or amongst
the worst  As regards population, West Africa has the highest Fertility Rate, the lowest
Married Women Using Contraception Rate, and, m turn, the hzghest Population Growth Rate
in the world (tied with low income countries 1n the Americas) Given current trends, the
region’s population will therefore double 1n 24 years Moreover, West Africa has one of the
most highly urbanized populations, as well as the highest projected urban population growth
rate (ied with East & Southern Africa), 1n the developing world Added to these population
pressures, the people of West Africa face the lowest level of Adult Literacy and Primary
School Enrollment, as well as amongst the lowest Primary Completion Rates and highest
Pupil/Teacher Ratios 1n the world Moreover, the West African people have the lowest level
of Access to Medical Care, the lowest Life Expectancy and the highest Maternal, Infant and
Under-5 Mortality Rates relative to all other low income countries 1n the developing world It
1s no wonder, therefore, that West Africa has the lowest ranking of all regions on the Human
Development Index

As regards the level of political and economic development 1n the region, the results are more
mwxed On the political front, the region’s average “Freedom” rating places 1t on par with East
& Southern Afnica, South Asia and the Amencas as being “Partly Free ” However, the region
1s only beginning to move down the path of democracy and much more remains to be done 1n
this regard While West Africa’s per capita income of $351 places 1t above East & Southern
Africa and South Asia, 1t lags well behind low income countries throughout the rest of the
world Moreover, while economic growth 1n the region has been below that in South Asia and
East Asia & the Pacific, 1t was on par with that of East & Southern Africa and above that
recorded 1n the Americas Given that Gross Domestic Investment 1n West Africa 1s the lowest
1n the developing world, future economic growth mn the region will most likely be problematic
This 1s especially true given the region’s low level of Gross Domestic Savings and, in turn, 1its
high dependence on Foreign Savings While the economic performance of West Africa
relative to that in other low income regions of the world has been mixed, out-performing some
and under-performing others, the region’s economies nevertheless remain highly
underdeveloped and fragile In sum, West Africa has the lowest level of social development 1n
the developing world, has made progress on the political liberalization front (although much
more remains to be done), but has performed mixed on the economic front, particularly with
regard to the implications of 1ts low levels of domestic savings and 1nvestment for sustainable
economic growth
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G. Concluding Note

This Background Document has attempted to paint a broad picture of West Africa as a region
by reviewing key political, economic and social indicators A second West Africa Strategy
Background Paper has been prepared which draws upon the data highlighted 1n this paper and
1dentifies 1n greater detail the main constrants to economic and social development within the
region > The paper also discusses the extent to which these constraints can be addressed (at
least 1n part) at the regional level and identifies the key development opportunities worthy of
donor support and assistance A third Background Paper subsequently focuses upon donor’s
current regional strategies for West Africa and discusses the extent to which these interventions
address these key development constraints and will hikely result 1n 1improved political,
economic and social conditions throughout the region™ Together, these Background Papers
hopefully provide a reasonable foundation from which to begin thinking about how USAID
could formulate 1ts approach to development assistance 1n West Africa at the regional level

% See West Africa Strategy Background Paper, “Constramts to Economic & Social Development and
Opportumties for Donor Intervention”, prepared by Brian W Ames, The Mitchell Group, November 1, 1995

% See West Africa Strategy Background Paper, “A Review of Donor Regional Strategies in West Africa”,
prepared by Brian W Ames, The Mitchell Group, November 1, 1995
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Table A-1

Country Group Rankings
Per Capita GNP and Human Development Index
- BT

Countnes/Categones Per Capuita GNP Human Development Index {1}

(1992) (1992)
™™ LOW INCOME COUNTRIES Rutge: WA I6TS 370 (2] 0355 13]

West Afnica $351 0.268
Libera ] 0317
Sierra Leone $160 0209
Gumea Bissau $220 0224
Chad $220 0212
Niger $280 0209
Burkma Faso $300 0203
Mal 5310 0214
Nigera $320 0348
Equatoral Gumea $330 0276
Sao Tome $360 0409
Gambua $370 0215
Togo $390 0311
Zaire $390 0341
Central African Republic $410 0249
Beam $410 0261
Ghana $450 0382
Gumea $510 0191
Mauntana $530 0254

East & Southern Afnica $269 0326
Mozambique $60 0252
Tanzania $110 0306
Ettuopia $110 0249
Uganda $170 0272
Somala $170 0217
Malaw $210 0 260
Burundi $210 0276
Madagascar $230 0396
Rwanda $250 0274
Zambua $260 0352
Keaya $310 0434
Comoros $510 0331
Zmbabwe $570 0474
Lesotho $590 0476

Seuth Ava $336 0.376
Afghamstan ] 0208
Nepal $170 0289
Bhutan $180 0247
Bangladesh $220 0300
Indu $310 0382
Pakustan $420 0393
Malidves $510 0511
Sr Lanka $540 0 665

Amencas $417 0 510
Guyana $330 0 580
Hartu 14} 0354
Honduras $580 0524
Nicaragua $340 0583

East Asia & the Paaific $390 0474
Lao Peoples Democratic Republic $250 0 385
Myanmar O 0 406
Victnam [5) $170 0514
Cambodia [C3] 0307
Chma $470 0644
Indonesia $670 0 586

Source World Bank "World Development Report 1994 and UNDP  Human Development Report 1994

[1] Composite measure of three equally weighted human development mdicators—longevity (fe expectancy at burth) knowledge (adult Iteracy and
means years of schooling) and mcome (purchasmg power panty dolliars per caprta)

2] Weighted average as cakulated by the World Bank

{3] Avemage for all "Low Humasn Development countrics as calculated by UNDP

[4] Bstumated as "Low Income country ($675 or less m 1992)

{51 Data 1s for 1993




Table A-2

West African Democracies

"Democratic" "In Transition" "Non-Democratic"
Benin Burkimna Faso Equatorial Gumea
Cape Verde Cameroon Gambia

Central African Repubhe Cote d'Ivoire Liberia

Congo Chad Mauritama
Ghana Gabon Nigena
Guinea-Bissau Gunea Zaire

Mah Sierra Leone

Niger Togo

Sao Tome & Principe

Senegal

—_— —
Source. U.S Department of State




Table A-3

POLITICAL LIBERALIZATION INDICATORS [1] {2]

Freedom Freedom Pohtacal Crvil
Countries/Categories Classification Ratmg Rughts Liberties
at+h /2 (a) ®)
West African Countries
LIC Eguatonal Guinea Not Free 70 70 70
Zare Not Free 65 70 60
Sierra Leone Not Free 65 70 60
Mauritama Not Free 65 70 60
Nigeria Not Free 60 70 50
Gambia [3] Not Free 60 60 60
Libena Not Free 60 60 60
Togo Not Free 60 70 50
Chad Not Free 55 60 50
Guinea Not Free 55 60 50
Guinea Bissau Partiy Free 55 60 50
Burkina Faso Partly Free 45 50 40
Ghana Parily Free 45 50 40
Niger Pantly Free 35 30 40
Central African Republic Partly Free 3.5 30 40
Mal Free 25 20 30
Benin Free 2.5 20 30
Sao Tome and Principe Free 15 10 20
LMIC Cote d Ivowre Not Free 55 60 50
Cameroon Not Free 55 60 50
Senegal Partly Free 45 40 50
Congo Partiy Free 30 30 30
Cape Verde Free 15 10 20
UMIC Gabon Parily Free 45 50 40
Country Group Categornies
West Afnca
Low Income Countries Partiy Free 50 52 48
Lower Middle Income Countnes Parily Free 40 40 40
East & Southern Afnca
Low Income Countries Partly Free 51 51 51
Lower Middle Income Countnes Partly Free 517 51 51
South Asia
Low Income Countries Partly Free 49 45 53
Lower Middie Income Countries Partly Free 49 45 53
Amencas
Low Income Countries Partly Free 41 40 43
Lower Middle Income Countries - —_ — —
East Asia & Paaific
Low Income Countnes Not Free 64 65 63
Lower Middle Income Countries Free 27 25 29

Source Freedom House Survey of Political Rights and Civil Liberties, 1993-94

{1] Ratngs of 5 5 to 7 0 umply "Not Free State , 3 0t0 5 5 imply "Partly Free State and 1to 2 5 imply "Free State
[2] 1 Represents the most free and 7 the least free category

[31 Since the Freedom House Survey pre-dated the coup 1n Gambsa, the survey ranked Gambia as "Free” The author has ta

to reclassify Gambia as  Not Free®
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Table A-4
ECONOMIC INDICATORS
REAL GDP INFLATION GROSS GROSS  FOREIGN ODA NETL.T FOREIGN
COUNTRIES/CATEGORIES GROWTH RATE DOMINV DOMSAV SAVINGS DEBT FLW DIR. INV
(%) %) (% of GDF) (% of GDP) (% of GDF) (% of GDP) (% of GDP} (% of GDP)
198092 1980.92 1992 1992 _19%:2 1992 1992 1992
West African Countries.
LIC Liberia
Sierra Leone 13% 60 8% 120% 11 0% 10% 13 9% 58% 58%
Guinea Bissau 3 6% 593% 26 0% 220% 43 0% 43 4% 109% 00%
Chad 53% 09% 20% 200% 220% 202% 11 5% 04%
Niger 07% 17% 50% 20% 40% 165% 50% 00%
Burkina Faso 39% 35% 240% 50% 190% 156% 52% 00%
Mah 29% 37% 220% 50% 17 0% 18 6% 319% 03%
Nigeria 23% 194% 13 0% 23 0% 50% 08% 46% 30%
Equatorial Guinea
Sac Tome and Principe 23 0%
Gambia
Togo 14% 42% 170% 80% 100% 124% 21% 00%
Zaire
Central African Republic 11% 46% 120% 30% 280% 136% 38% 02%
Benin 24% 17% 130% 40% 90% 135% 40% 03%
Ghana 34% 387% 130% 20% 110% 103% 40% 03%
Guinea 16 0% 90% 70% 117% 44% 00%
Mauntanis 19% 83% 150% 20% 130% 18 4% 65% 00%
LMIC Cote d Ivoire 00% 19% 920% 14 0% 50% 87% 39% 06%
Senegal Jo% 52% 13 0% 70% 60% 100% 29% 00%
Cameroon 10% 35% 110% 10 0% 10% 77% 49% 01%
Cape Verde 93%
Congo 24% 5% 17 0% 16 0% 10% 49% 22% 00%
UMIC Gabon 05% 23% 27 0% 390% 11 0% 26% 00% 06%

e o e T o ™ v = D R D D SR D SR R R ER AR S e n e e T e e e e e . - e W e = v . o —

Country Group Categories:

West Africa
Low Income Countries 24% 192% 150% 25% 126% 161% 55% 07%
Lower Middle Income Countries 16% 41% 125% 11 8% 08% 78% 24% 02%
East & Sounthern Africa
Low Income Countries 25% 201% 146% 13% 252% 27% 69% 04%
Lower Middle Income Countries 10% 121% 120% 20% 100% 82%
South Asia
Low Income Countries 52% 89% 232% 123% 11 0% 98% 19% 04%
Lower Middle Income Countries -
Americas
Low Income Countries 06% 3364% 21 5% 10% 205% 284% 103% 05%
Lower Middle Income Countries - -
East Asia & Pacific
Low Income Countries 51% 99% 245% 25 0% 47% 49% 26% 11%
Lower Middle Income Countries 39% 79% 4 8% 21 0% 40% 45% 67% 38%

Sources World Bank World Development Report 1994
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Table A-6
URBAN POPULATION AND URBAN GROWTH

URBAN Average Annual
COUNTRIES/CATEGORIES POPUL Growth Rate
—tTa 9
1970 199 1970-80 1980-93
West African Countriess
LIC Lberia 470%
Slerra Leone 18 0% 34 0% 52% 52%
Guinea Biman 15 0% 21 0% 58% 38%
Chad 120% 34 0% 78% 68%
Niger 90% 210% T5% 73%
Burkina Faso 60% 170% 64% 87%
Mali 14 0% 25 0% 48% 52%
Nigeria 20 0% 370% 61% 57%
Equatorial Guinea
San Tome sind Principe
Gambla 24 0%
Togo 13 0% 290% 86% 55%
Zalre
Central African Republic 30 0% 48 0% 47% 47%
Benin 18 0% 40 0% 85% 52%
Ghana 29 0% 350% 29% 43%
Guinea 14 0% 270% 48% 58%
Mauritonta 14 0% 50 0% 104% 72%
LMIC Cote d Ivoire 270% 420% 74% 47%
Senegal 330% 41 0% 37% 40%
Cameroon 20 0% 20% 371% 40%
Cape Verde 0 0%
Congo 33 0% 42 0% 37% 45%
UMIC Gabon 26 0% 47 0% 83% 58%
Country Group Calegories;
West African
Leow Income Countries 16 3% 326% 64% 58%
Lower Middie Income Countries 28 3% 39 4% 46% 43%
East & Southern African
Low Income Countries 10 8% 21 3% 69% 58%
Lower Middie Income Countrics 19 0% 20% 49% 51%
South Astan
Low Income Countries 137% 19 4% 48% 48%
Lower Middie Income Countries - — - -~
Americas
Low Income Countries 380% 530% 51% 46%
Lower Middie Income Countries - - - —_
East Asian & Pacific
Low Income Countries 170% 217% 39% 45%
Lower Middie Income Countries 0 3% 420% 45% 41%
Other
Low Income Countries 27 5% 375% 48% 49%
Lower Middie Income Countries —_ - — -

Source: Werld Bank, "World Development Report 1954



Table A-7
EDUCATION INDICATORS
ADULT LITERACY GROSS PRIMARY ENROLL  PUP/TEACH PRIM COMPL
COUNTRIES/CATEGORIES TOTAL FEMALE TOTAL FEMALE RATIO RATE
(%) (%) % %) %)
1999 1990 . 1991 1991 1991 1991
West African Countries
LIC Liberia 42% 3%
Slerra Leone 24% 12% 48% 39% 34
Guinea Bissau 39% 25% 8%
Chad 33% 20% 65% 41% &4 %
Niger 31% 18% 29% 21% 42 82%
Equatorial Guinea 52% 38%
Sao Tome and Principe 88%
Burkina Faso 20% 10% 30% 24% 58 n%
Mali 36% 271% 25% 19% 47 50%
Nigerta 52% 41% Mn% 62% 39 8%
Gambia 30% 18%
Togo 45% 33% 111% 87% 59 59%
Zaire 74% 63% 4%
Centrul African Republic 40% 26% 68% 52% 90 62%
Benin 25% 17% 66% 39% 35 40%
Ghana 63% 54% 1% 6% 29
Guinea 271% 15% 37% 24% 49 67%
Mauritania 5% 2% 55% 48% 47 68%
IMIC Cote d Ivoire 54% 41% 69% 8% 37 n%
Senegal 40% 26% 59% 49% 58 85%
Cameraon 571% 45% 76% 67% 49 9%
Cape Verde 671% 51%
Congo 59% 45% [ 54%
UMIC Gabon 62% 50% 44 44%
Cou Grou CH
Waest Africa
Low Income Countries 9% 28% 57% 4% 49 61%
Lower Middie Income Countries 55% 9% 68% 58% 53 6%
East & Southern African
Low Incorme Countries 571% 46% 8% 4% 47 55%
Lower Middle Income Countries 58% 119% 126% 58%
South Astan
Low Income Countries 45% 31% 2% 1% 43 56%
Lower Middle Income Countrics - - - - — -
Americas
Low Income Countries 7% 3% 103% 106% 37 53%
Lower Middler Income Countries - — - — -
East Asian & Pacific 0
Low Income Countries 5% 65% 110% 105% 27 1%
Lower Middle Income Countrics 8% 0% 9%6% 9M% 27 3%

Source  World Bank  World Development Report 1984 and UNDP Humen Development Report 1994



Table A-8
HEALTH INDICATORS
ACCESS TO LIFE MATER INFANT UNDER § PREV MAL POPUL.
COUNTRIES/CATEGORIES MED CARE  EXPECT MORT RT MORTRT MORT RATE  (Under 5) PER PHYS
(% of pop.) (years) (100k brthe) (000 brthe) (000 brthe %)
1990 1952 1988 1992 1992 1987 1992 1930
West African Low Income Countries
jLic Liberia 39% 47 600 195
Sierra Leone 37% Q24 1 000 143 250
Guines Bismu 0% 29 1000 140 240
Chad 0% %9 800 12 210
Niger 30% 459 850 123 210 34 850
Burkina Faso (13 419 750 132 195 460% 51310
Mall 5% 454 850 130 210 250% 19 450
Nigeria 7% 519 750 7] 155 160%
Equatorial Guinea a3 800 118 200
Sao Tome and Principe 670
Gambla %0% 4“4 1000 133 230
Togo 0% 544 600 8s 150 244%
Zalre 0% s16 700 93 145
Central Afriean Republic 30% 472 650 108 178 25 890
Benin 30% 451 800 110 145 350%
Ghana 0% 554 700 ] 130 271% 2970
Guinea 0% 59 1000 133 20
Mauritania 0% 474 800 m 210 30 8%
ELMIC Cote d'Ivolre 5% s16 % 91 130 12 4%
Senegal 0% 487 750 68 175 17 65
Camerson Hx 553 550 61 120 13 6% 12 190
Cape Verde
Congo $17 900 114 135 23 5%
JUMIC  Gabon 90% 529 00 54 188 250%
Group Categories:
West Africa
Low Income Countries 8% 90 203 1s 92 320% 32094
Lower Middie Income Countries 2% 518 ™ o 140 16 5% 14 920
Rast & Scuthern Africa
Low Income Countries 6% 502 620 103 166 2.1% 2518
Lower Middte Income Counlries 4% 28 6% 87 136 4610
South Asls
Lew Income Countries n% $59 676 91 143 515% 8 838
Lower Middle Income Countries - - - - — - we
Americas
Low Income Countries NnE 628 050 ) 86 20 6% 2,275
Lower Middie Income Countries - - - - - - -
Rast Asia & Paciflc
Low Income Countries NnE 589 a7 70 103 312% 8103
Lower Middie Income Countries 8% 647 276 7 38 53 2331% 6433

Beurce: Werld Bank “World Develepment Report 1994 ; and UNDP  Human Development Report 1954
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Table A-9
EXPENDITURE ON HEALTH
HEALTH EXPENDITURES (1990)
COUNTRIES/CATEGORIES AS A PERCEN;AGE OF GDP PER CAPITA
Public Ald Flows Private Total Publie Ald Flows Private Total
West African Low Income Countries
LIC Liberia $ 062 $ 24 $ 086 § 345
Slerrs Leone 068% 170% 107% 345% H 093 § 235 $ 148 $ 476
Guinea Blswu 227% 3 59% 123% 709% $ 455 ¢ 718 $ 245 § 1412
Chad 168% 2 89% 152% 608% H IR S 554 $ 291§ 1168
Niger 186% 183% 163% 531% $ 494§ 489 s 434 § 1416
Burkina Faso 076% 566% 156% 799% $ 211 § 1564 $ 42 8§ 2m
Mall 115% 131% 215% 461% H 351 ¢ 407 $ 668 $ 1432
Nigeria 112% 019% 193% 324% $ 337§ 056 $ 585 § 978
Gambla $ 655 § ng $ 445 § nu®w
Togo 168% 0 88% 166% a4 2% H 630 § 3% $ 621 $ 1581
Central African Republic 116% 157% 11% 4 4% $ 468 $ 635 $ 690 § 179
Benin 095% 136% 139% 370% s 392 § 558 $ 574 § 1528
Ghanma 104% 039% 153% 296% $ 423§ 15 $ 623 § 12
Guinea 128% 061% 126% 320% ] 645 § 336 $ 638 $ 1619
Mauritanla 106% t11% 155% IN% $ 49 $ sz $ 726 § 1743
Zalre $ 036 § 112 $ 374 sn
Equatorisl Guines § 1050 § 1225 $ $% § 2828
Sae Tome and Principe $ 1400 §$ 2500 $ 900 $ 4800
LMIC  Cote d Ivolre 186% 013% 185% 3 83% $ 1165 § o8t $ 1158 § 2404
Senegal 154% 0 58% 1 40% 3 s51% $ 1176 ¢ 441 $ 1068 $ 2084
Cameroon 07% 033% 1R% 297% $ 57 $ 260 $ 1521 8§ 2%
Cape Verde s 900 § 2328 $ 1275 $ 4500
Congo 190% 0 49% 154% 393% $ 225 s s $ 1813 § 4508
UMIC  Gabon 184% o0 2% 124% 330% $ 9900 $ 1209 $ 6645 3 1TV S5
Country Group Categories: o T TTTTETEETT
World 490% 000% 320% 800% - - — $ 312300
More Developed Countries 540% 0 00% 3% 870% - - ~ $ 134000
Less Developed Countries 210% 010% 2.50% 470% — - — 3 40
African Countries 150% 090% 210% 4 50% b - - $ 1400
High Expenditure Countles 276% 164% 192% 632% $ #«00 900 $ 1900 $ 6800
Medium Expenditre Countries {1 52% 116% 1 55% AN% $ 600 § 300 $ 700 $ 1600
Low Expendituce Covntries 111% 1 57% 1571% 423% $ 200 §$ 200 $ 400 $ 800
West Afriea
Low Income Countries 128% 178% 155% 462% $ 474 3 655 $ sot $ 163
Lower Middle Income Countries 15% 038% 168% 356% H 1208 § 736 $ 1367 8 33U

Source: World Bank, "Better Health in Afrlea 1954,

{1] High expenditure countries are Bolswams Lesotho Swuzliland and Zimbabwe

[2] Medlumn expenditure countires are Burundl Camereon, The Gambia Ghane Kenys Liberis Malawl Niger Rwands 8 ! and Z:
[3) Low expenditure countries sare Burkina Faso Ethispla Mali Nigerla Slerrs Leone Somslis Ugands and Zaire
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Table A-11
NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AND ENVIRONMENT

NATURAL FOREST AREA  ANNUAL DEFORESTRATION

COUNTRIES/CATEGORIES (000 of aq km) % OF TOTAL AREA
1980 1990 1981 1990
West African Countries
Lic Liberin
Sierra Leone 20 19 06%
Guinea Bissau 22 20 07%
Chad 123 114 07%
Niger 26 26 00%
Equatorial Guinea
Sao Tome and Principe
Burkina Faso 47 44 07%
Mali 132 121 08%
Nigena 168 156 07%
Gambia
Togo 16 14 14%
Zaire
Central African Repubhie 319 306 04%
Benin 56 49 12%
Ghana 109 9% 13%
Guinea 76 67 11%
Mauritania 6 6 00%
LMIC Cote d'Ivaire 121 109 10%
Senegal 81 75 06%
Cameroon 216 204 06%
Cape Verde
Congo 202 199 02%
UMIC Gabon 194 182 06%
Country Group Categories:
Went Africa
Low Income Countries 1120 1038 07%
Lower Middle Income Countries 620 587 06%
East & Southern African
Low Income Countries 1472 1343 07%
Lower Middle Income Countriea
South Asian
Low Income Countnes 694 639 16%
Lower Middle Income Countries
Americas
Low Income Countries 130 106 10%
Lower Middler Income Countries
East Asian & Paafic
Low Income Countries 1691 1516 10%
Lower Middle Income Countrics

Source: World Bank World Development Report 1994




ANNEX B:

DETAILED COMPARATIVE INTRA-REGIONAL POLITICAL,

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DATA

b,



Table B-1

West African Economuc and Human Development Levels

Countries/Categones Per Capeta GNP Human Development Index
. (1992) (1992)
FA Countries
Bemun $410 0 261
Burkina Faso $300 0203
Cameroon $820 0 447
Central African Republic $410 0249
Chad $220 0212
Congo $1,030 0 451
Cote d Ivoire $670 0370
Equatonal Guinea 027
Mal: $310 0214
Niger $280 0209
Senegal $780 0322
Togo $390 0311
Non-CFA Franc Countnes
Cape Verde $850 0474
Gambia $370 0215
Ghana $450 01382
Guinea $510 0 191
Guinea Bissau $220 0224
Libenia 0317
Mauritansa $530 0254
Sao Tome 0 409
Sierra Leone $160 0209
Zarre $390 0 341 '
Nigena
Nigena $320 0348
“West Afncan Country Group Categomes T TTTTTTTTTTTT
CFA Franc Countnes $511 0295
Non-CFA Franc Countries $386 0 268
Nigena $320 0348

Source World Development Report 1994, and UNDP Human Development Report, 1994



Table B-2

West African Democracies

"Non-Democratic"

"Democratic" "In Transition"
Benin Burkma Faso
Cape Verde Cameroon
Central African Repubhc Cote d'Ivoire
Congo Chad

Ghana Gabon
Guinea-Bissau Guinea

Mah Sierra Leone
Niger Togo

Sao Tome & Prinape

Senegal

Equatorial Guinea
Gambia

Libena
Mauntania
Nigeria

Zaire

Source. U.S. Department of State
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Table B-3
WEST AFRICAN POLITICAL/DEMOCRATIZATION INDICATORS

Freedom Freedom Pohtical Cil
Comntries/Categories Clasaification Rating Rights Liberties
fa+h)/2 (a) ®)
— T —————— —— ———
CFA Country
Benn Free 25 20 30
Burkina Faso Panrtly Free 45 50 40
Cameroon Not Free 55 60 50
Central African Repubhe Partly Free 35 30 40
Chad Not Free 55 60 50
Congo Pantly Free 30 30 30
Cote d Ivoire Not Free 55 60 50
Equatorial Guinea
Gabon Panly Free 45 50 40
Maly Free 25 20 30
Niger Panly Free 35 30 40
Senegal Panly Free 45 40 50
Togo Not Free 60 70 $0
Non-CFA Franc Countnes
Cape Verde Free 15 10 20
Gambia Free 20 20 20
Ghana Partly Free 45 50 40
Guinea Not Free 55 60 50
Guinea Bissau Panly Free 55 60 50
Libena Not Free 60 60 60
Mauritania Not Free 65 70 60
Sao Tome and Principe
Sterra Leone Not Free 65 70 60
Zaire Not Free 65 70 60
Nigena
Nigena Not Free 60 70 50
West Afnican Comntry Group Categones
CFA Franc Comntres Lardy Free 43 43 42
Noa-CFA Franc Countries Pardy Free 49 52 47
Nigena Not Free 60 70 50

. o
Source Freedom House Survey of Political Rights and Civil Liberues, 1993 94
[1] Ratngs of 5 5to 7 0 imply Not Free State 3 0to 5 5 umply Partly Free State and 1 to 2 5 umply Free State
{2] 1 Represents the most free and 7 the least free category



Table B-4

WEST AFRICAN ECONOMIC INDICATORS

REAL GDP INFLATION GROSS GROSS  FOREIGN ODA NETLT FOREIGN

COUNTRIES/CATEGORIES GROWTH RATE DOMINV DOM SAV  SAVINGS DEBT FLW DIR INV
(%) (%) (% of GDP) (% of GDP) (% of GDP) (% of GDP) (% of GDP) (% of GDP)
1992 1992 1992 1992
CFA Franc Coumtries,
Beum 24% 17% 13 0% 40% 90% 135% 40% 02%
Burkma Faso 39% 35% 24 0% 50% 19 0% 156% 52% 00%
Cameroon 10% 35% 11 0% 10 0% 10% 77% 49% 00%
Central Afnican Repubbe 11% 46% 12 0% 30% 80% 136% 38% 06%
Chad 53% 09% 20% 200% 220% 202% 115% 00%
Congo 24% 05% 17 0% 16 0% 10% 49% 22% 01%
Cote d'Ivorre 00% 19% 920% 14 0% 50% 87% 39% 01%
Equatonal Gumea
Gabon 05% 23% 27 0% 390% 11 0% 26% 00% 00%
Mah 29% 37% 220% 50% 170% 186% 39% 04%
Niger 07% 17% 50% 20% 40% 165% 50% 00%
Senegal 30% 52% 13 0% 70% 60% 100% 29% 06%
Togo 14% 42% 17 0% 80% 10 0% 124% 21% 00%
Non-CFA Franc Countres
Cape Verde 93%
Gamia
Ghana 34% 387% 13 0% 20% 11 0% 103% 40% 00%
Gumea 16 0% 90% 70% 117% 44% 00%
Gumea Bissan 36% 593% 26 0% 220% 48 0% 43 4% 109% 105%
Libena
Mauntama 19% 83% 15 0% 20% 130% 18 4% 65% 00%
Sao Tome and Principe
Sierra Leone 13% 60 8% 12 0% 11 0% 10% 139% 58% 00%
Zawre
Nigena
Nigena 23% 19 4% 18 0% 230% -50% 08% 46% 30%

[ o o o e - e e e e W T I G M i e TS e W Y G G W T GEr W Y M M M W T S W W W HP MY VMG M WD e W G W R G wm e e W v e

West Afncan Country Group Categones

CFA Franc Countries 18% 26% 132% 72% 62% 111% 315% 1%
Non-CFA Franc Countries 26% 353% 16 4% 04% 16 0% 195% 63% 21%
Nigena 23% 19 4% 18 0% 23 0% 50% 08% 46% Jo%

&

Source World Bank World Development Report 1994



Table B-5
POPULATION INDICATORS
POPULATION POPULATION DOUBLING TOTAL CRUDEBIRTH CRUDE DEATH MAR WOMEN POPULATION AGE
COUNTRIES/CATEGORIES 1994 GROWTHRATE TIME  FERTILITY RATE RATE USING CONTR STRUCTURE
(Milhons) (%) {Years) RATE (per 1,000) {per 1,000) (%) <15 >65 <15 >68
1992-2000 1994 1994
CFA Franc Countnes
Benm 53 28% 2 71 49 18 90% 47% 3% 0% 3%
Burkma Faso 101 29% 22 72 50 18 80% 48% 4% 39% 4%
Cameroon 131 30% 24 59 41 12 16 0% 5% 3% 37% 4%
Central Afncan Repubhc 31 27% 20 56 44 20 3% 3% 39% 3%
Chad 65 27% 27 59 44 18 40% 41% 3% 37% 4%
Congo 24 32% 27 55 42 16 4% 3% 39% 3%
Cote d'Ivoire 139 33% 20 74 50 15 30% 47% 2% 3% 3%
Equatonal Gumea 04 23% 27 54 42 16 3% 4% 37% 4%
Gabon 11 30% 26 53 43 16 33% 6% 37% 4%
Mah 91 32% 23 73 52 21 50% 46% 4% 40% 3%
Niger 88 35% 20 74 53 19 40% 9% % 4% 3%
Senegal 82 29% 26 60 43 16 70% 47% 3% 36% 4%
Togo 43 30% 19 70 49 12 34 0% 9% 2% 8% 4%
Non-CFA Franc Countries
Cape Verde 04 22% 24 43 6 7 44% 5% 27% 4%
Gambia 11 28% 26 59 48 21 12 0% 45% 2% 36% 4%
Ghana 169 30% 23 60 2 12 13 0% 45% 3% 36% 4%
Gumea 64 20% 28 60 46 21 3% 3% 40% 3%
Guinea Bissan 11 21% 32 58 43 21 3% 3% 37% 4%
Libena 29 29% 21 68 47 14 60% 45% 4% 39% 4%
Mauritama 23 30% 24 65 46 18 40% 44% 4% 38% 4%
Sao Tome and Principe o1 26% 28 47 35 10 4% 5% 28% 1%
Sierra Leone 46 27% 26 65 48 22 5% 3% 39% 3%
Zare 425 31% 21 67 48 15 45% 3% 1% 3%
Nigena
Nigena 98 1 27% 23 65 44 13 6 0% 5% 3% 38% 4%
West C Group Categones
CFA Franc Countries 863 30% 23 64 46 17 10 0% 45% 3% 39% 4%
Non-CFA Franc Countries 783 27% 25 59 44 16 88% 4% 4% 36% 4%
Nigeria 98 1 27% 23 65 4 13 60% 45% 3% 38% 4%

w ————————— —
Source World Bank World Develoment Report 1994, UNDP Human Development Report 1994, and Populattion Research Center, Inc 1994



Table B-6

URBAN POPULATION AND URBAN GROWTH
URBAN Average Annual

COUNTRIES/CATEGORIES POPUL Growth Rate
(% of Total) (%)
1970 1992 1970-80 1980-93

- - — & |
CFA Franc Countries

Benm 18 0% 40 0% 85% 52%

Burkma Faso 60% 17 0% 64% 87%

Cameroon 20 0% 42 0% 37% 40%

Central African Repubhe 300% 48 0% 47% 47%

Chad 120% 34 0% 78% 68%

Congo 330% 42 0% 37% 45%

Cote d'Ivowre 27 0% 42 0% 74% 47%

Gabon 26 0% 47 0% 83% S8%

Guinea 14 0% 27 0% 48% 58%

Mak 14 0% 25 0% 48% 52%

Niger 90% 21 0% 75% 73%

Senegal 330% 41 0% 37% 40%

Togo 13 0% 29 0% 86% 55%
Non-CFA Franc Countries

Cape Verde 30 0%

Equatonal Gunea

Gambia 24 0%

Ghana 29 0% 350% 29% 43%

Gunea Bissan 150% 210% 58% 38%

Libena 47 0%

Mauntama 14 0% 500% 10 4% 72%

Sao Tome and Prmcipe

Sierra Leone 18 0% 34 0% $2% 52%

Zawre

Nigena

Nigena 20 0% 370% 61% 57%

Country Group Categones

CFA Franc Comntries 196% 35 0% 61% 56%
Non CFA Franc Countires 19 0% 344% 61% 51%
Nigena 20 0% 370% 61% 57%

f————————

Sonrces World Bank, "World Development Report 1994"



Table B-7

WEST AFRICAN EDUCATION INDICATORS

COUNTRIES/CATEGORIES

CFA Franc Countries
Benn

Burkina Faso
Cameroon
Central African Repubhc
Chad

Congo

Cote d'Ivorre
Equatonal Gumea
Gabon

Mah

Niger

Senegal

Togo

Non-CFA Franc Countnes
Cape Verde
Gambia
Ghana
Gumea
Gumea Bissau
Libena
Mauntama
Sao Tome and Principe
Sierra Leone
Zawre

Nigena
Nigena

. v

West Afncan Comntry Group Categones
CFA Franc Countnes

Non-CFA Franc Countries
Nigena

ADULT LITERACY
TOTAL FEMALE
(%) (%)
1990 1990
25% 16%
20% 9%
54% 43%
40% 25%
33% 18%
57% 46%
54% 40%

52%

61% 48%
6% 24%
1% 17%
38% 25%
4% 1%
67%

30%

63% 51%
27% 13%
9% 24%
2%

35% 21%
24% 11%
74%

52% 9%
2% 29%
45% 24%
52% 39%

TOTAL
(%)
1991

66%
30%
6%
68%
65%

69%
25%
29%

59%
111%

7%

3I7%

55%

48%

7%

60%
54%
71%

(%)
1991

39%
24%
67%
52%
41%

58%
9%
21%

9%
87%

69%

24%

48%

9%

62%

46%
45%
62%

ENROLL

(%)
1991

29%
5%
55%

19%
25%
48%

26%

92%

42%
59%

RATIO

1991

35
58
49
90
64
66
37

4
47
42

58
59

29

49

47

34

39

54

39

—— ey
GROSS PRIMARY ENROLL NET PRIMAR PUP/TEACH PRIM COMPL

FEMALE RATE

(%)
1991

40%
7%
69%
2%
%
54%
%

4%
50%
82%
85%
59%

51%

67%

8%

68%
88%

64%

58%

63%
58%
58%

Source World Bank World Development Report 1994 UNDP Human Development Rq;; 1994




Table B-8
WEST AFRICAN HEALTH INDICATORS

ACCESS TO LIFE MATER INFANT UNDER § PREV MAL POPUL
COUNTRIES/CATEGORIES MED CARE EXPECT MORT RT MORTRT MORT RATE (Under 5) PER PHYS
(% of pop ) (years) (100k brths) (000 brths) (000 brths) (%)
1990 1992 1988 1990 1992 1987 1992 1990
CFA Franc Countries
Benin 30% 46 1 800 110 145 350%
Borkins Faso 60% 479 750 132 195 46 0% 57310
Cameroon 1% 553 550 61 120 136% 12 190
Central African Repubhe 30% 472 650 105 175 25 890
Chad 30% 469 800 122 210
Congo 5117 900 114 135 235%
Cote d Ivoire 45% 516 680 91 130 124%
Equatorial Guinea 4713 800 200
Gabon 90% 529 600 9 155 25 0%
Mali 35% 454 850 130 210 25 0% 19 450
Niger 30% 459 850 123 210 34,850
Senegal 40% 4487 750 68 175 17 650
Togo 60% 544 600 85 150 N 4%
Non-CFA Franc Countries
Gambia 90% 44 1 000 230
Ghana 60% 554 700 81 130 211% 22 970
Guinea 40% 439 1 000 133 220
Guinea Bissau 80% 429 1 000 140 240
Liberia 39% 5417 600 195
Mauritania 40% 474 800 117 210 308%
Sierra Leone 37% 214 1 000 143 250
Zaire 40% 516 700 145
Nigeria
Nigeria 2% 519 750 84 155 36 0%

West African Country Group Categories

CFA Franc Countries 45% 493 37 103 170 256% 27 8%0
Non-CFA Franc Countries 53% 478 850 123 203 290% 22970
Nigeria n% 519 750 84 155 36 0%

Source World Bank,"World Development Report 1994", UNDP, "Human Development Report 1994", and
World Bank, "Better Health in Africa”, 1994



Table B-9
EXPENDITURE ON HEALTH
HEALTH EXPENDITURES (1990)
COUNTRIES/CATEGORIES AS A PERCENTAGE OF GDP PER CAFITA
Public Ard Flows Private Total Public Aid Flows Private Total
CFA Frane Countries
Benin 095% 136% 139% 370% $ 392 § 558 § 574 1525
Burkina Faso 076% 566% 156% T9% S 211 § 1564 § 432 § 20
Cameroon 073% 033% 192% 297% $ 576 $ 260 $ 1521 § 2357
Central African Republic 116% 157% 171% 444% $ 468 § 635 $ 69 $ 179%
Chad 168% 289% 152% 608% H 322 § 554 % 291 § 11 66
Congo 190% 049% 1 54% 39% $ 2% § 571§ 1813 § 4608
Cote d Ivoire 186% 013% 185% 383% $ 1165 § 081 $ 1158 § U
Equatorial Guinea $ 1050 $ 1225 § 550 § 28 25
Gabon 184% 022% 124% 330% $ 9900 § 1209 § 6645 § 177 55
Mal 115% 131% 215% 461% $ 357 § 407 § 668 § 14 32
Niger 186% 183% 163% 531% $ 494 § 489 % 434 § 1416
Senegsl 154% 058% 140% 351% $ 1176 § 441 $ 1068 § 26 84
Togo 1638% 088% 166% 422% $ 630 §$ 330 § 621 § 1581
Non-CFA Franc Countries
Gambia $ 655 §$ 1182 § 445 § 282
Ghans 104% 039% 153% 29% $ 423 § 159 § 625 § 1207
Guinea 128% 067% 126% 320% $ 645 § 336 § 638 § 16 19
Guinesa Bissau 2271% 359% 123% 709% $ 455 § 718 § 245 § 1418
Liberia $ 062 § 214 § 066 $ 345
Mauritanis 106% 111% 155% IN% $ 49 $ 522 § 72 § 1743
Sierra Leone 068% 170% 107% 345% $ 093 § 238 § 148 § 476
Zaire H 036 § 112§ 374 § 522
Nigeria
Nigeria 112% 019% 193% INn% $ 337 § 056 § 585 § 978
West African Country Group Categones
CFA Franc Countries 13% 13% 15% 41% $ 1459 § 640 $ 1267 § 3366
Non-CFA Franc Countries 06% 07% 07% 20% $ 286 § 348 $ 327 § 9 61
Nigeria 11% 02% 19% 32% $ 337§ 056 $ 585 § 978

Source World Bank, Better Health in Africa”, 1994



Table B-10

WEST AFRICAN INFRASTRUCTURE INDICATORS

ACCESSTO ACCESSTO ROAD ROADS ELEETR RAILROAD IRRIGATED
COUNTRIES/CATEGORIES SAFE WATER SANITATION DENSITY GOODCOND PRODUCT TRACKS LAND

(%ofpop) (% ofpop) (@an/Mnpers) (% ofRds) (KWH/person) (kms/Mn persons) (hectares/person)

CFA Franc Countnes

Benm 55% 45% 233 26 1 116 20
Buriana Faso 70% 7% 21 24 2 53 42
Cameroon 52% 69% 299 38 222 90 16
Central Afnican Repubhe 24% 46% 155 30 30 0
Chad 57% 56 14 0 12
Congo 3% 584 50 166 213
Cote d'Ivorre 69% 91% 357 75 183 50 05
Equatonal Gumea
Gabon 66% 650 30 2,350 1,756
Mah 1% 24% 308 63 3 7 33
Niger $3% 14% 383 60 2 0 05
Senegal 4% 47% 542 28 83 151
Togo 70% 2% 444 40 11 132 00
Non-CFA Franc Countnes
Cape Verde
Gambha
Ghana 61% 430 28 345 60
Gunea 52% 240 27 85 154 00
Gumea Bissau 25% 21%
Libena
Mauntama 66% 804 58 67 310 57
Sao Tome and Prmcipe
Sierra Leone 9% 9% 194 62 51 19 00
Zare
Nigena
Nigena 2% 28% 376 67 i 35 85

West African Comntry Group Categones

CFA Franc Counines 51% 41% 336 42 256 292
Non-CFA Franc Countries 46% 40% 417 44 137 136 1
Nigena 2% 28% 376 67 1 35 9

5

Source World Bank, "World Development Report 1994"' and UNDP, "Homan Development Report 1994"
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Table B-11

NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AND ENVIRONMENT

Somce World Bank, "World Development Report 1994"

—
NATURAL FOREST AREA ANNUAL DEFORESTRATION

COUNTRIES/CATEGORIES (000 of sq km) % OF TOTAL AREA
1981-1990
1980 1990
CFA Franc Countnies
Benm 56 49 12%
Burkna Faso 47 44 07%
Cameroon 216 204 06%
Central African Repubhe 319 306 04%
Chad 123 114 07%
Congo 202 199 02%
Cote d'Ivoire 121 109 10%
Equatonal Gunea
Gabon 194 182 06%
Mah 132 121 08%
Niger 26 26 00%
Senegal 81 75 06%
Togo 16 14 14%
Non CFA Franc Countries
Cape Verde
Gambia
Ghana 109 96 13%
Gunea 76 67 11%
Gumnea Bissan 22 20 07%
Libena
Mauntama 6 6 00%
Sao Tome and Prmcipe
Sierra Leone 20 19 06%
Zawre
Nigena
Nigena 168 156 07%
West Afncan Comntry Group Categories
CFA Franc Countries 128 120 07%
Non-CFA Franc Countries 47 42 07%
Nigena 168 156 07%




