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Political, Economic and k ~ a l  Development in West Africa 

West Afnca consists of a group of countnes with diverse hstoncal, geographcal, cultural, 
pohtical and economic backgrounds ranglng from the and landlocked countnes of the Sahel to 
the hurmd and tropical countnes situated along the Atlanbc Coast and the Gulf of Guinea ' 
Twelve of these countnes share a common francophone hentage along wrth a common 
currency and monetary system Others have a mxture of anglophone3, Portuguese/Spanish4, 
~ r a b i c ~  and I3elgian6 colomal hentages Modem borders m the region are more the result of 
the colonial legacy than reflecbons of clear ethmc or cultural dividmg h e s  between different 
peoples Whde there are a total of twenty-four counmes m West Ahca, one country 
(Nigena) stands alone as the economc giant of the region, with roughly two-thirds of the 
region's populabon and almost half of the region's economc output ' Given h s  diversity, it 
is difficult to generahe about the pohbcal, economc and social development of the region as 
a whole Nonetheless, this chapter attempts to p m t  a broad picture of West Afnca as a region 
by rewewmg key pohtical, economc and social indicators In ad&bon to hghhghbng 
regional averages (and the ranges w i t h  these averages) for each of these mdicators, 
compmsons are made between the performance of those West Afncan countrres that are 
members of the CFA Franc Zone wth those that are not Because of its sheer sue and 
importance, relabve mtra-regional compansons are also made with regard to Nigena 
Compansons wlll also be made between the performance of West Afnca as a region vls-a-vis 
that for other regions m the developmg world 

West Ahca can be divlded mto three groups of countrres based on the= level of per capita 
Income Eghteen countnesB are classified as "low income countnes" m that the= per capita 

' The Office of West Afnca Affm m the Bureau for Afnca at USAID has responsibrlrty for the twenty- 
four countnes of West and Central Afnca These are Bern, B u b  Faso, Cameroon, Cape Vede, Central Afncan 
Repubhc, Chad, Congo, Cote d'Ivoue, Eqatonal Gumea, Gabon, Gambla, Ghana, k e a ,  Gulnea Blssau, Lihna,  
Mah, Mauntama, Nager, N~gena, Sao Tome t Pnncipe, Senegal, S~erra Leone, Togo and Zaue Throughout &IS 
report, these couotnes shall coliectwely be referred to as "West Afnca " 

These are Bern, Wulana Faso, Cameroon, Central Ahcan Repubhc, Chad, Congo, Gabon, G u m ,  
Ivory Coast, Mah, Niger, Senegal and Togo 

These are the Gambla, Ghana, Libena, N~gena and Sierra Leone 

These are Cape Vede, Guinea Bissau, Equatorial Gumea and Sao Tome & Pnncipe 

Mauntmm 

6Zaue 

' Nlgena has a popuhon of 101 9 m&on people (d-1992) and a gross national output of $29 7 bdhon 
(1992) compared wth  a popllatlon of 152 4 w o n  and a gross output of $61 3 bdhon for all the other countnes m 
West Amca (excludmg Zam) combined 

These ~nchrde Lihna, Sierra Leone, Chum Blssau, Chad, N~ger, Budma Faso, MA,  N~gena, Gambla, 
Togo, Central Afncan Repubb, Benm, Ghana, G u m ,  Mauntama, Zaue, Equatorial Gumea and Sao Tome and 
m c 1 p e  



mcome m 1992 dollars is under $675 Five countnestO are classified as "lower middle mcome 
countnesn and one country" is classified as an "upper nuddle mcome country " The average 
per capita GNP for West Ahcan "low mcome countnesn m 1992 was $35 1 (see Table 1 and 
Chart 1) and ranged from a low of $160 for Sierra Leone to a hgh of $530 for Mauntama (see 
Annex Table A-1) Per capita GNP for West Ahcan "lower nuddle mcome countnesn 
averaged $830 and ranged from a low of $670 for Cote dYIvom to a hgh of $1,030 for 
Congo Gabon, the only "upper lower mddle mcome countryn m the region, had a per capita 
GNP of $4,450 Members of the CFA Franc Zone on average have a per capita mcome 
($511) one-thud hgher than that m Non-CFA Franc countnes ($386) and almost two-thuds 
hgher than that m Nigena ($320) Relabve to other low mcome counttles m the world, the 
average per capita Income for West A h c a n  "low mcome counmes" was hrgher than that m 
East and Southern Afnca ($269) and South Asia ($336), but lower than that m East Asla & the 
Pacific ($390) and m the Amencas ($417) l2 

Whlle per capita GNP serves a useful purpose by reflectmg the average level of mcome m one 
country relabve to another, it is by no means a perfect indicator of a country's level of 
econorn~c'~, let alone social, development The UNDP 'Human Development Indexn (HDI) 
ranks countnes based on a broader set of mdicators reflectmg the level of econonuc and social 
development m a country l4 The HDI ratmg for West Ahcan "low mcome countnesn of 0 268 
is the lowest m the developmg world (see Table 1 and Chart 2), f a h g  well below low mcome 
countnes m East & Southern A h a  (0 326), South Asia (0 376), East Asia & the Pacific 
(0 474) and the Amencas (0 510) As wdl be hghlrghted below, across the board on a 
mulbtude of economc and social mdicators, West Afnca ranks amongst the lowest, if not the 

The author IS usmg the standard World Bank country classlficat~on scheme "Low mcome economes" are 
those wth a GNP per cap~ta of $675 or less m 1992 " Mddlemcome economes" are those wth a GNP per cap~ta of 
more than $675 but less than $8,356 m 1992 A further division, at GNP per caprta of $2,695 m 1992, IS made 
between "lower-mddle-mcomen and "upper-mddlemcome" economes "figh-111come economes" are those wth a 
GDP per caprta of $8,356 or more m 1992 See World Bank, "World Development Report 1994", pg x 

'O These are Cote d'Ivom, Senegal, Cameroon, Cape Verde and Congo 

" Gabon 

'' Throughout the rest of t h ~ ~  text, compamons wdl be made solely regardlug the performance of West 
Afncan "low mcome countnes" relative to that for "low mcome countnes" m other regons of the world The reader 
IS mvited to make further cornpansons regardmg the relatlve performance of the "lower m~ddle mcome" and "upper 
mddle mcome" countnes m each of the regton by refemng to text tables and annex tables 

13 For example, per cap~ta GNP excludes lnfonnal econormc act~vrt~es and does not gtve any mdlcatlon of 
how Income IS bpersed across the popllatron 

" The HDI IS a composite meermre of human development contammg rndicators representmg three equally 
weighted dmensions-longevrty Olfe expectancy a! birth), knowledge (adult hteracy and mean years of schoolmgg), and 
mcome (purchasmg power panty dollars per caprta) See "Human Development Report 1994", The Umted Natrons 
Development Programme, 1994, pp 130-131 and pg 220 for further d W  



TABLE 1 

Country Group Rankings 
Per Capita GNP and Human Development Index 

Law Income Corntry Rqpon Per Capta GNP Hmnan Development Index [I] 
(1992) (1992) 

LOW Ih'COME COUNTRIES &#@% s*%% $370 121 0.355 131 

west Afm 
East & Soothern Afrra 
Sooth Asla 

Some Annex Table A-1 
[I] Compos~te measure of three equally welghted human development mnd~cators-longev~t (hfe expectancy at buh), knowledge (adult l~terac 

mean years of  schoolmg) and Income (purchasmg power panty dollars per cap~ta) 
[Z] We~ghted average as calculated by the World Bank 
[3] Average for all "Low Human Development" countries as calculated by UNDP 



Chart I 

Low Income Countries 
Per Capita GNP (I 992) 

I 

C t  World Bank, "World Development Keport 1 9 9 4  
NOTE Range for Low Income Countr~es 1s $0 $675 per cap~ta 



Chart 2 

Low Income Countries 
Level of Human Development 

1- 
SOUKGt UNUP. "Human Uevelo~ment Ke~or t  1994" 
( I )  Hlgh Human ~e;elo~ment ~ountr~es'have a ratlAg In excess of 0 801 Medlum Human Development Countr~es have a rat~ng In excess of 0 511 and 

Low Human Development Countr~es have a rat~ng between 0 191 and 0 489 



lowest, of all low lncome country groups l5 The sty21zed fms presented below are gleaned 
from the region's performance with regard to each of the vanous pohbcal, econormc and 
social mQcators and are meant to provlde the reader with a broader and more comprehensive 
perspecbve of the low level of development m West Africa 16 17 

A. Level of PohhcaI Devel~prnent'~ 

The mcyonty of West qfncan countnes can be condered as b a g  edher I)emocmtzc' 
or In-Tmnsrfron to Democmcy ' 

In the aftermath of the collapse of the Sovlet Umon and the ensulng pohbcal revolubons 
throughout Eastern Europe, the countries of West A h  have undergone vanous degrees of 
pohhcal and social hberahabon l9 The U S State Department ranks countries based on 
whether they are Demcraczes "or 7n Tramhon ", with those not hsted bemg Won- 
Democraczes " (see Table 2) Of the twenty-four countries m West Afnca, ten are classified as 
Democratrc, eight as In Transzhon and SIX as bemg Non-Demratrc 

Is The data analysls performed throughout tlus Background Paper ls wth regard to the relative performance 
of the low mcome countnes m the regon Comprahve analysls ls specfically not camed out regarding the 
performance of the mddle mcome (both lower-rmddle mcome and upper-mddle mcome) countnes relatlve to that of 
the low mcome countnes m the regon, nor wth relative to that m other rmddle mcome countnes m the developmg 
world Rather, an analysls ~s tamed out regardmg the. performance of the low mcome West Afncan countries vls-a- 
vls themse1ves and vls-a-vls other low mcome wuntnes elsewhere m the world Hence, the analysls undertaken m 
h paper ls one of the "poorest of the poorn srncs donors are UeIy to be most concerned about asslstmg those facmg 
the worst state of poverty 

'' The detruled tables presented m the statlstlcal annex d o w  others the opportumty to perfom more detruled 
data analyses, part~cularly wth regard to specfic country d o r  r e g ~ o d  comparisons, as requued 

" The reader should be aware of the h t a t ~ o n s  of the data For a detaded dlscusslon of the methodology 
used m collectmg data for each of the indicators used m h report, refer to the "Technrcal Notesn section of the 
World Bank "World Development Report 1994" and of UNDP "Human Development Report 1994 " There are also 
certam hutations worthy of note regardmg the reponal country groupmgs used by the author, pticuarly wth re& 
to low mcome countnes m the Amencas Whlle there are four low -me countnes m ths regon, data were 
generally avadable for only two (1 e , Honduras aod Nicaragua) Hence, the " r egodn  averages for the Amencas ls 
more an average of the. performame m these two countnes) 

'' Dependmg on whether one cons~ders a glass half full or halfernpy, the s t y M  fact could be rephrased 
as "almost one-half of the countnes m West Amca can be cons~dered as bemg "Not Free " 

l9 It IS ~mpossible the scope of tb paper to begm to hghllght to degree of change that has occurred 
throughout the renon Hence, the analysls presented here ls h t e d  to what can be gleaned from the few statistical 
d c e s  or rmkmgs that are ava~iable 



Table 2 

West Afr~can Democracies 

"In Trans~t~on" "Non-Dernocrat~c~~ 

Ben~n 
Cape Verde 
Central African Republ~c 
Congo 
Ghana 
Gur nea-Bissau 
Ma11 
Niger 
Sao Tome & Prrnclpe 
Senegal 

Burhna Faso 
Cameroon 
Cote d'Ivolre 
Chad 
Gabon 
Gu~nea 
Srerra Leone 
Togo 

Equatorla1 Gu~nea 
Gambra 
LJ bena 
Mauntama 
Nigena 
f i r e  

I 
Source. U.S Department of State 



Table 3 

POLITICAL LIBEXALIZATION INDICATORS [I] [2] 

Freedom Freedom Pohbcpl C I ~  
Low Income Cormtry Rwon Clsssficahm Rptrng w 

(a+ b) /2  (a) (b) 

West Afncp Pan& Fme 5 0 5 2 4 8  

East & Sonthern Africa Panty Free 5 1 5 1 5 1 

SonthAsla Pa* Free 49 4 5 5 3 

Amemas Pa* Free 4 1 40 4 3 

Easth&thePaufic Not Frec 6 4  6 5 6 3 

Source Annex Table A-3 
[I] Ratlags of 5 5 to 7 0 unply 'Not Free State , 3  0 to 5 5 ~mply "Pady Free State and 1 to 2 5 Imply Free State 
[2] 1 Represents the most fne and 7 the least free category 



Chart 3 
West Africa 

- 

Degree of Political ~iberalization''' 

Legend 

Free 

Partly 
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rl  NO^ 
Free 

SOURCE Freedom House, "Survey of Pol~tlcal R~ghts and Clvll L~bert~es 1993 - 94" 

A 
(1) Freedom House Survey pre-dates the recent coup ~n The Gamb~a Hence, the Gamb~a has been reclass~f~ed as "Not Free" ~n thls map 

i6= 



Chart 4 
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Freedom Rat~ng Pollt~cal R~ghts Clv~l L~bert~es 

+ 
SOURCE Freedom House, "Survey of Pollt~cal R~ghts and CIVII L~bert~es 1993-94" 

(1) Freedom House Survey predates the recent coup In The Gamb~a Hence, The Gambla has been reclass~fled as "Not Free In thls chart 



Chart 5 

West, East and Southern Africa 
Degree of Political Liberalization 
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SOURCE Freedom House, Survey of Pol~t~cal Rlghts and Clv~l L~bert~es 1993 - 94" 



117te mqlonty of West qfncan countnes can be consulered as bezng erther Tree 'or  
Tartly Free" wath regard to polJTca.1 nghts and czvd Irberhes 

A more demled set of cornparatwe mdicators regardmg the degree of pohbcal hberalmbon 
that exlsts w i t h  parhcular countries are the Freedom, Polzncal Rzghts and Clwl Lzbemes 
mdices published by "Freedom House w20 Four of the West Afncan countnes are classified by 
Freedom House mdex as being "Free", with eight countnes bemg classified as 'Partly Free" 
and eleven classified as "Not Freew (see Table 3 and Charts 3 & 4) On average, the degree of 
pohbcal hberahzabon is greater (see Annex Table B-3) m the CFA Franc Zone countries 
relabve to that m the Non-CFA Franc Zone counmes (4 9) Both are sigmficantly more pee " 
than Nigena (6 0) With an average Freedom Ratmg of 4 8, the region as a whole can be 
considered to be "Partly Freew l k s  ratmg (see Chart 5) is roughly zn lzne with that for East & 
Southern Afnca (5 1) and South Asia (4 9), but worse than that m the America's (4 1) It is, 
however, sigmficantly better (implymg greater poht~cal hberalmbon) than the ratmg for low 
mcome countnes m East Asia & the Paclfic (6 4) 

B. Level of Econormc Development 

Low Levels of Real Economzc Growth 

Next to low mcome countnes m the Amencas, West Afncan low mcome countnes recorded 
the lowest level of real econonuc growth Growth m real Gross Domesnc Product (GDP) for 
the region averaged 2 4 percent per annum over the penod 1980-92 (see Table 4 and Chart 6) 
and ranged from a low of -0 7 percent m Niger to a hgh of 5 3 percent m Chad (see Table A- 
4) 21 On average, real economc growth rates were lower (see Table B-4) m the member 
countnes of the CFA Franc Zone (1 8 percent) compared to those registered m the Non-CFA 
Franc Zone countnes (2 6 percent) and m Nigena (2 3 percent) The average growth rate for 
low mcome countnes in West Afnca was about the same as that for East & Southern Afnca 
(2 5 percent), lower than that for South Asia (5 2 percent) and East Asia & the Pacific (5 1 
percent), and hgher only relabve to that m the Amencas (0 6 percent) 

A 'Comparative Survey of Freedom" for vanous countries m the world IS camed out annually by the 
New York based orgumahon "Freedom House " The survey analyzes factors such as the degree to whlch fau and 
compehhve ele&ons occur, ~ v ~ d u a l  and group freedoms are guaranteed m practice, and press freedom exlsts 
From these factors, two mam dices are denved, a "Pohtical fights" d e x  and a "Ctvl Lihrtles", along with a 
comb~ned "Freedom Ratmg" whch IS the average of the two d i c e s  Ratmgs are done on a scale of 1 to 7 with 
ratmgs of 1 representmg the most free and 7 the least free category Hence, ratmgs of 5 5 to 7 0 imply "Not Free 
State", 3 0 to 5 5 q l y  "Partly Free Staten and 1 to 2 5 lmply "Free State " 

Average annual growth rates for some of the larger countnes m the regon averaged 2 3 percent for 
Nigena, 0 0 percent m Cote d'Ivom, 3 0 percent m Senegal and 1 0 percent m Cameroon 



Table 4 

ECONOMIC INDICATORS 
- 

L 

REAL GDP INFLATION GROSS GROSS FOREIGN ODA NET L T FOREIGN 
Low locome Conntry won GROWTH RATE DOMINV DOMSAV SAVINGS DEBT FLW DIR INV 

(46) (%) (% of GDP) (46 of GDP) (% of GDP) (% of GDP) (46 of GDP) (96 of GDP) 
1980-92 1980-92 1992 1992 1992 1992 1992 1992 

west Africa 

I 
S o m e  AMW Table A-4 





G e n e d y  Low Levels of Zrtflafron 

Infrat~on for low mcome countnes m the regon averaged 17 2 percent per annum over the 
penod 1980-92 (see Table 4 and Chart 6) and ranged from a low of 0 9 percent m Chad to a 
hgh of 60 8 percent in Sierra Leone (see Annex Table A-4) There were sigmficant 
differences between the average annual rate of mflabon (see Annex Table B-4) for the member 
countnes of the CFA Franc Zone (2 6 percent) and that for Non-CFA Franc countnes (35 4 
percent) and for Nigena (19 4 percent) " Inflabon for low mcome countnes m the region was 
lower relabve to that m East & Southern Afnca (22 percent) and the Amencas (336 4 
percent), but hgher than that recorded m South Asia (8 9 percent) and East Asia & the Pacific 
(9 9 percent) 

Lowest Levels of Gross Domestic Investment 

Gross Domeshc Investment (GDI)'~ m West Afnca was the lowest m the developmg world 
On average, GDI for low mcome countnes m the region averaged only 15 percent of GDP 
(see Table 4 and Chart 7) and ranged from a low of 2 percent m Chad to a hgh of 26 percent 
m Guinea Bissau (See Amex Table A-4) GDI m Franc Zone countnes of the region (see 
Annex Table B-4) was sigmficantly lower (13 2 percent of GDP) than that m Non-CFA Franc 
Zone countnes (16 4 percent) and m Nigena (18 0 percent) 24 Average GDI m the region was 
well below the averages recorded for low mcome countnes m the Amerrcas (21 5 percent of 
GDP), South Asia (23 1 percent of GDP), East Asia & the Pacific (24 5 percent of GDP) and 
East & Southern Ahca (26 7 percent of GDP) 

Very Low Levels of Gross Domestic Savangs 

Gross Domestx Smngs (GDS)~' for West Ahcan low mcome countnes averaged only 2 5 
percent of GDP (see Table 4 and Chart 7) and ranged from a low of -22 0 percent m Guinea 
Bissau to a hgh of 23 percent in Nigena (see Annex Table A-4) Excluding Gumea Bissau, 
Nigena and Chad), GDS averaged 4 9 percent of GDP GDS m Franc Zone countnes (see 
Annex Table B-4) averaged 7 2 percent of GDP whde that in Non-CFA Franc Zone countnes 
averaged 6 0 percent of GDP 26 The region's average level of GDS was hzgher than that 

T ~ I S  was largely due to the fiscal d ~ ~ c l p h  that IS unposed upon member countnes under the 
arrangements of the Franc Zone (I e , government borrowg from the bankmg system IS h t e d  m any gven year to 
the equivalent of 20 percent of the previous year's tax revenue) 

GDI consrsts of outlays on add~tlons to the fixed assets of the economy plus net changes m the level of 
mventones 

" Thls was due m part to the s~gdicant overvaluatlon of the CFA Franc whch rendered many econormc 
a&v~hes m Franc Zone countnes uneconormc 

GDS IS calculated by deductmg total consumpt~on from Gross Domestlc Product 

26 Excludmg Gumea Btssau and the e x c f i g  the five countries for whch data were unavrulable 





recorded m East & Southern Afnca (-1 3 percent of GDP) and the Amencas (1 0 percent of 
GDP), but significantly lower than that found m South Asia (12 3 percent of GDP) and East 
Asia & the Pacific (25 0 percent of GDP) 

Very Hzgh Dependance on Forergn Capatal &ws 

Forezgn savzngs (defined as the mverse of the resource balance)n for low mcome countnes m 
the region averaged some 12 6 percent of GDP (see Table 4 and Charts 7 & 8), whde levels of 
OJiczal Development Assrstance (oDA)*' averaged 16 1 percent of GDP and Net Long Term 
Debt FZOWP averaged 5 5 percent of GDP (see Chart 9) ODA and Net Long Term Debt 
Flows (see Table B-4) were roughly double m Non-CFA Franc Countnes (19 5 percent of 
GDP and 6 3 percent of GDP, respecbvely) than m CFA Franc Countnes (1 1 1 percent of 
GDP and 3 5 percent of GDP, respecbvely) and hzgher than m Nigena (0 8 percent of GDP 
and 4 6 percent of GDP, respecbvely) Foreign Savmgs, ODA and Net Long Term Debt for 
low mcome countnes m the region as a whole were lower than those found m the Amencas 
(20 5 percent, 28 4 percent and 10 3 percent of GDP, respechvely) and East & Southern 
Afnca (27 3 percent, 20 8 percent and 7 5 percent of GDP, respechvely), but hzgher than 
those recorded m South Asla (1 1 0 percent, 9 8 percent and 1 9 percent of GDP, respecbvely) 
and East Asia & the Paclfic (4 7 percent, 4 9 percent and 2 9 percent of GDP, respectwely) 

Low Levels of Forezgn Ihrect Investme& 

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)~ for low mmme countnes m West Ahca averaged the 
equivalent of only 0 7 percent of GDP (see Table 4 and Chart 9) and was essenhally zero in 
the case of Gumea Bissau, Niger, Burha  Faso, Togo, Gumea and Mauntama (see Annex 
Table A-4) FDI was lower (-0 1 percent of GDP) in Franc Zone countnes (see Annex Table 
B-4) relatrve to Non-Franc Zone countries (2 1 percent of GDP) and to Nigena (3 0 percent of 
GDP) The average for low mcome countnes in the regional as a whole was m h e  with those 
recorded in low income countnes m South Asia (0 4 percent of GDP), East & Southern Afnca 
(0 5 percent of GDP and the Amencas (0 5 percent of GDP), but roughly one-half of that 
recorded m East Asia & the Pacific 

The "resource balance'' IS defined as the balance of net exports & lmports of goods and non-factor 
services 

a ODA consists of net disbursements of loans and grants made on concess~onal financial tenns by officlal 
agencres of the members of the Development Assistance Committee (DAC) of the Organuation for Economc 
Cooperat~on and Development (OECD) and members of the Organizat~on of Petroleum Exportmg Countnes (OPEC) 
to promote economc development and welfare 

29 Total Net Flow on Long-Term Debt are drsbursements less the repayment of pnncipd on pubhc, pubhcly 
guaranteed, and pnvate wn-guaranteed long-term debt 

" FDI IS defined as mvestment that IS made to acquve a lastmg lntemt (usually 10 percent of the votlng 
stock) m an enterprise operahug m a country other than that of the mvestor 
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Chart 9 

Low Income Countries 
I Percent of GDP Dependence on Foreign Capital Flows 

West 
Afr~ca 
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Overseas Develo ment Net Long Term Fore1 n D~rect 
Ass~stance ( o ~ ~ P ( 1 9 9 2 )  Debt Flows (1992) lnves 9 ment (1992) 
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SOURCE World Bank, "World Development Report 1994 ' 
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C. Level of Soc~al Development 

Hzghest ProJected Level of P o p u b n  Gmwth 

The Populmon Growth Rate for low Income countnes m the region is projected to average 2 8 
percent over the penod 1992-2000 (see Table 5 and Chart 10) and to range from a low of 2 0 
percent m Gumea Bissau to 3 3 percent m Niger (see Table A-5 and Chart 11) At tlus rate, 
West Afnca's populabon would double m only 24 years Nme countnes m the region have 
populabon growth rates of 3 0 percent or greater 31 Populabon growth projecbons for 
countsles m the CFA Franc Zone (see Annex Table B-5) are hzgher (3 0 percent) than that for 
Non-CFA Franc Zone countnes and for Nigena (both 2 7 percent) Whlle the populabon 
growth rate for low income countnes m the regon are m h e  wth those m the Amencas (2 8 
percent), they are sigmficantly hzgher than those projected for East Asla & the Pacific (1 8 
percent), South Asia (2 0 percent) and slzghtly hzgher than that m East & Southern Afnca (2 6 
percent) 

Hzghest F e w  Rate zn the WoM 

Low mcome countnes m West Afnca recorded a Fertzlziy Rate ( F R ) ~ ~  of 6 4 (see Table 5 and 
Chart 12) m 1994 whch ranged from a low of 4 7 m Sao Tome & Pmc~pe to a hlgh of 7 4 m 
Niger (see Annex Table A-5) The average FR m CFA Franc countnes (6 4) was roughly m 
h e  with that m Nigena (6 5) and slzghtly hzgher than that recorded in other Non-CFA Franc 
countsles (see Annex Table B-5) The average FR for low mcome countnes in the reglon as a 
whole was shghtly hzgher than that m East & Southern Afnca (6 I), but was szgnzficantly 
hzgher than those recorded m South Asia (5 Z), the Amencas (4 6) and East Asia & the Pacific 
(4 6) 

Lowest Levels of Contmcepfron Usage 

The Marned Women Uszng Contrucepnon (MWUC)~~ rate for low mcome countnes in the 
region averaged 11 7 percent m 1992 (see Table 5 and Chart 12) and ranged from a low of 5 0 
percent m Niger and Mab to a hgh of 33 0 percent m Togo (see Annex Table A-5) On 
average, CFA Franc countnes (see Annex Table B-5) recorded a hzgher MWUC rate (10 0 

" These are Nlger (3 5 percent), Togo (3 0 percent), Zaue (3 1 percent), Ghana (3 0 percent), Mauntama 
(3 0 percent), Cote d'Ivom (3 3 percent), Cameroon (3 0 percent), Congo (3 2 percent) and Gabon (3 0 percent) 

32 The Ferthty Rate IS defined as the average number of chddren born to a woman dumg her Metlme 

33 '&us dicator refers to women who are prachcmg, or whose husbands are practicmg, any fonn of 
contraceptron Contracept~ve usage zs generally mearmred for mamed women age 15 to 49, although a few countnes 
use measures relatmg to other age groups, especially 15 to 44 



Table 5 

POPULATION INDICATORS 

I POPULATION POPULATION WUBLING TOTAL MAR WOMEN CRUDE BIRTH CRUDE DEATH POPULATION AGE 
Low Income Cormtry R w n  1994 GROWTH RATE TIME FERTILITY USING CONTR RATE RATE STRUCTURE 

molls) (96) (Yean) RATE (%I (per 1,000) (per 1,000) < 15 >65 < 15 >65 
19923000 1988-93 1994 1994 1990 1990 2025 2025 

S o m e  h e x  Table A-5 



Chart 10 

Low Income Countries 
Percent Population Growth Years 

Population Growth Rate 
(1 992-2000) 

Population Doubling Time 
(1 994) 

East & 
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Afr~ca 

East Asla 
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SOURCE World Bank, World Development Report 1994", and Populat~on Reference Bureau, Inc , "1994 World Populat~on Data Sheet" 





Chart 12 

(Per 11,000) 

Low Income Countries I 
Fertility, Birth, and Death Rates (~lrthrate per woman) I 

I " Crude B~rth Rate Crude Death Rate Total Fefi~iit Wale (1 j 
(Per 1,000) (1 994) (Per 1,000) ( I  994) (1 9 9 4  - I 

West 
Afr~ca 

East & 
Southern 
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I ' I I 
SOURCE UNDP, Human Development Report 1994", and Populat~on Reference Bureau, Inc , "1994 World Population Sheet' 

(1) Average number of ch~ldren born to a woman dur~ng her llfetlme 



percent) than Non-CFA Franc countnes (8 8 percent) and Nigena (6 0 percent) The average 
MWUC rate for low mcome countries m the region was sigNficantly lower than that found m 
East & Southern Africa (20 1 percent), South Asia (28 5 percent), the Amencas (45 5 percent) 
and East Asla & the Pacific (66 5 percent) 

Youthfit1 Populatron Age Structure 

The Percentage of the Total Populahon Under the Age of 15 m West Afncan low mcome 
countnes averaged 45 percent m 1990 and was projected to deche shghtly to 38 percent by 
the year 2025 (see Table 5 and Chart 13) There 1s essenhally no difference m neither the 
hstoncal nor the projected age structure of the populabon for CFA Franc Zone countnes, 
Non-CFA Franc Zone countries and Nigena (see Annex Table B-5) Th~s hghly youth 
onented structure of the present populabon of the region is m lzne wth the situabon facmg low 
income countnes m East & Southern Africa (46 percent), South Asia (43 percent) and m the 
Amencas (42 percent) Low mcome countnes m East Asia & the Pacific has a relabvely less 
youthful structure (38 percent) of its populatron 

Hzgh and Gmwzng Degree of Urbanzzdwn 

Next to the low income countries m the Amencas, West Africa has the greatest degree of 
urbanzzatzon The urban populabon m West Africa increased from 16 3 percent of the total 
populatron m 1970 to 32 6 percent m 1992 (see Table 6 and Chart 14) and presently ranges 
from a low of 17 percent m Burkma Faso to a hgh of 50 percent m Mauritania (see Annex 
Table A-6) W e  the average annual growth rate of the urban populabon m West Afnca has 
deched shghtly from its hgh level of 6 4 percent dunng 1970-80 to 5 8 percent over the 
penod 1980-93, it remms the hzghest m the low Income developmg world There is very 
httle difference (see Annex Table B-6) m the hgh degree of urbanzmon and the high rate of 
growth of urbtznzzatron between CFA Franc Zone Countries (35 percent and 5 6 percent, 
respecbvely) and Non-CFA Franc Zone Countnes (34 4 percent and 5 1 percent, respecbvely) 
as well as Nigena (37 percent and 5 7 percent, respecbvely) However, the degree of 
urbamzabon m the region greatly exceeds that m East & Southern Africa (21 3 percent), East 
Asia & the Pacific (22 7 percent) and South Asia (19 4 percent), but falls below the rate 
recorded for the Amencas (53 0 percent)34 And whle the pace of urbannabon is in line with 
that recorded m East & Southern Africa (5 8 percent), it is well above that m South Asia (4 8 
percent), the Amencas (4 6 percent) and East Aaa & the Pacific (4 5 percent) 

It should be noted that "low lncome countries" m the Amencas consists of Guyana, Hatl, Honduras and 
Nicaragua, of whlch data IS provided for only the latter two Hence, data p e n t e d  m the text and amex tables for 
tEus groupmg are the average of the two data porn for Honduras and N~caragua 





Table 6 

URBAN POPULATION AND URBAN GROWTH 

URBAN Average Annual 
Law Income Colmtry Rwon POPUL Growth Rate 

(96 of Total) (46) 
1970 1992 1970-80 1980-93 

West Afnca 16 3% 32 6% 6 4% 5 8% 

East & Southern Afnca 10 8% 21 3% 6 9% 5 8% 

EestAss&Paclfic 17 0% 22 7% 3 9% 4 5% 

S o m e  AM= Table Ad 





Lowest Adult Latemcy Rates 

The average Adult Lzteracy Rate (ALR)~' for low mcome countnes m West Afnca was 36 
percent (see Table 7 and Charts 15 and 16) and ranged from a low of 20 percent m Burkma 
Faso to a hrgh of 74 percent m Zam (see Annex Table A-7) Regional Adult Lzteracy Rates 
for Women (28 percent) were roughly two-thrrds the combmed rate for men and women and 
ranged from a low of 12 percent m Sierra Leone to a hgh of 63 percent m Zaue There were 
small dzflerences (see Annex Table B-7) between these rates m CFA Franc countnes (42 
percent and 29 percent, respecbvely) and those m Non-CFA Franc countnes (45 percent and 
24 percent, respecbvely), whlle hteracy rates m Nigena were substanbally hrgher (52 percent 
and 39 percent, respecbvely) Literacy rates for low mcome countnes m the region as a whole 
were sigmficantly lower than those found m South Asia (45 percent and 31 percent, 
respecbvely), East & Southern Afnca (57 percent and 46 percent, respecbvely), East Asia & 
the Pacific (75 percent and 65 percent, respecbvely) and the Amencas (76 percent and 73 
percent, respecbvely) 

Lowest Gross Pnmury EnmUment Rates 

The average Gross Pnmary Enrollment Rate (GPER)~~ for West Afncan low income counmes 
was 57 percent for all students and 44 percent for female students (see Table 7 and Chart 17) 
and ranged from a low of 25 percent and 19 percent, respecbvely, m Mah to a high of 77 
percent and 69 percent, respecbvely, m Ghana (see Annex Table A-7) On average, CFA 
Franc Zone countnes (see Annex Table B-7) had a hrgher average GPER (60 percent) than 
Non-CFA Franc Zone countries (54 percent), but sirmlarly a low average GPER for females 
(46 percent and 45 percent, respecbvely) Rates were sigmficant higher in Nigena (71 percent 
and 62 percent, respecbvely) than the average for the other two country groups Average 
regional enrollment rates were substanbally lower than those recorded m East & Southern 
Afnca (78 percent and 74 percent, respecbvely), South Asia (82 percent and 73 percent, 
respecbvely), the Amencas (103 percent and 106 percent, re~pecbvely,~' and East Asia & the 
Pacific (1 10 percent and 105 percent, respecbvely) 

35 AL rs defined as the proport~on of the populat~on over the age of fifteen who can, wth understandmg, 
read and wnte a short, s~mple statement on thew everyday Me 

GPER IS an estrmate of the raho of cWren of all ages enrolled m primary school to the country's 
populahon of school-age chddren Although many countnes conslder pnmaxy school age to be 6 to 11 years, others 
do not 

" Pnmary school enrollment data are est1mate.s of the ratlo for chddren of all ages enrolled m primary 

school to the country's popliat~on of school-age chddren (generally wnsldered to be ages 6 to 11 years) Gross 
enrollment rat~os may exceed 100 percent, however, because some pup& are younger or older than the country's 
standard primary school age 



Table 7 

EDUCATION INDICATORS 

ADULT LITERACY GROSS PRIMARY ENROLL PUPITEACH PRIM C O W L  
Low Income Connby Remon TOTAL W E  TOTAL FEMALE RATIO RATE 

West Afnca 39 % 28 % 57% 44% 49 61 % 

East & Sonthem Afnca 57% 46 % 78 % 74 % 47 55 % 

Some Annex TaMe A-7 



Chart 15 
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Chart 16 

Low Income Countries 
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SOURCE World Bank, "World Development Report 1994 , and UNDP Human Development Report 1994" 



Hzghest Pupzl/Teacher Ratws 

The average Pnmary Pupzl/Teacher  atl lo^^ for low mcome countnes m the region was 49 
percent (see Table 7 and Chart 17) and ranged from a low of 29 to 1 m Bemn to a high of 90 
to 1 in Zaue (see Annex Table A-7) The average ratro for CFA Franc countnes (see Annex 
Table B-7) was substanhally higher (54 to 1) than those recorded m Non-CFA Franc countnes 
(40 to 1) and m Nigena (39 to 1) The regional average rate for low mcome countnes was 
roughly zn lzne with those recorded m East & Southern Afnca (56 percent), South Asia (56 
percent) and the Amencas (53 percent), but lower than that found m East Asia & the Pac~fic 
(73 percent) 

Low Pnmary Complehon Rate 

The average Pnmary Completzon Rae (PCR)~' for low Income West Afncan countries 
averaged 61 percent (see Table 7 and Chart 17) and ranged from a low of 8 percent m Gumea 
Bissau to a hgh of 88 percent m Sao Tome & Fhncipe (see Annex Table A-7) There was 
very httle d~fferenhabon (see Annex Table B-7) between rates recorded m CFA Franc 
Countnes (63 percent) and those for Non-CFA Franc countnes (58 percent) and Nigena (58 
percent) Average Pnmary Complebon Rates for low Income countnes m the region were also 
m h e  wth those recorded for East & Southern Ahca (56 percent), South Asia (56 percent) 
and the Amencas (53 percent), but lower than that found m East Asia & the Pac~fic (73 
percent) 

3. Health 

Lowest Level of Access To Medzcal Care 

The average degree of Access to Medzcal care4' for low mcome countnes m the region was 48 
percent of the populabon (see Table 8 and Chart 18) and ranged from lows of 30 percent m 
Chad, Niger, the Central Ahcan Repubhc and Bern to a hlgh of 90 percent m the Gambia 
(see Annex Table A-8) On average, access was lowest (see Annex Table B-8) in the case of 
the CFA Franc countnes (45 percent), hrgher m Non-CFA Franc countnes (53 percent) and 

'' T ~ I S  ratlo IS the number of pup& enrolled m school m a country dlvlded by the number of teachers m the 
educat~on system It IS generally cons~dered by experts m the educat~on development field that vanatlons m ttus ratlo 
w h  the range of 25 to 50 are not hkely to have a noticeable effect on primary school @ty 

39 The PCR IS the proportion of the chrklren entering the first grade of pllmary school who successfully 
complete that level of educat~on 

'O It should be noted that hgh Pnmary Complet~on Rates do not necessary ~mply that the educat~on system 
IS hgh qual~ty or efficlent For example, a student could have "completed" primary school, but only after havmg 
repeated school years several tunes 

"Access to medical care IS the percentage of the population that can reach appropate local health servlces 
on foot or by local means of transport m w more than one hour 



Chart 17 

Percent 
Low Income Countries 
Education Indicators Students per Teacher 

1 West Africa East & Southern Africa South Asia [71 Americas East Asla & Pac~fic 

Gross Pr~mary Enrollment 
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SOURCE World Bank, 'World Development Report 1994 , and UNDP, ' Human Development Report 1994" 



Table 8 

HEALTH INDICATORS 

ACCESS TO LIFE MATER INFANT UNDER 5 PREV MAL POPUL 

Low Income Conntry Repon MED CARE EXPECT MORT RT MORT RT MORT RATE (Under 5) PER PHYS 

(46 of POP bears) (100L b*) (000 brtbs) (000 brtbs) 
1990 1992 1988 1992 1992 1987-1992 1990 

West Mncp 48 % 49 0 803 116 192 32 0% 32,094 

East & Southern Mncr 69 % 50 2 620 103 166 22 1% 22.5 15 

s~ntb A9P 72 % 55 9 676 91 143 51 5% 8,835 

Amencas 71 % 62 8 305 60 86 20 6% 2,275 

E P s t A s a & t h e P ~  71 % 58 9 497 70 103 31 2% 8,103 

Some Annex Table A 4  
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hzghest m the case of Nigena (72 percent) Medical care access for low mcome countnes m 
the region was significantly lower than those recorded m East & Southern Ahca (67 percent), 
the Amencas (71 percent), East Asia & the Paclfic (71 percent) and South Asla (72 percent) 

Lowest Level of Lffe Expectancy 

Average Lrfe Bpectancy at ~zrth" for low mcome West Ahcan countnes is only 49 years 
(see Table 8) and ranges from a low of 42 4 years in Sierra Leone to a hlgh of 67 years m Sao 
Tome & Pnncipe (see Annex Table A-8) On average, however, there is lzttle dewatzon (see 
Annex Table B-8) m the hfe expectancy rates for CFA Franc countnes (49 3 years), Non-CFA 
Franc countnes (47 8 years) and Nigena (51 9 years) The rates recorded for the region were 
nonetheless significantly lower than those recorded m East & Southern Afnca (50 3 years), 
South Asia (55 0 years), the Amencas (62 8 years), and East Asia & the Paclfic (58 9 years) 

Hrghest Maternal Monkalzty, Infant Morfalriy and Under Age-5 Mortal@ Rates 

Mortahty rates for low mcome West Ahcan countnes are the hzghest m the developmg world 
On average, regional Mateml Mortalzty ~ a t e f ~  were 803 per 100,000 births, Infant Mortakty 
IZated4 were 116 per 1,000 buths, and Under-5 Mortulrty ~a tes~ '  were 192 per 1,000 blrths 
(see Table 8 and Chart 19) Maternal Mortalzty Rates ranged from a low of 600 m Libena and 
Togo to a hlgh of 1,000 m Sierra Leone, Gumea Bissau, the Garnbra and Gumea (see Annex 
Table A-8) Infant Mortdzty Rates and Under-5 Mortalzty Rates ranged from a low of 81 and 
130, respechvely, m Ghana to a hlgh of 143 and 250, respechvely, m Sierra Leone On 
average, the three mortahty rates were hzghest (see Annex Table B-8) m Non-CFA Franc Zone 
countnes (850, 123 and 203, respecbvely), followed by CFA Franc Zone countnes (737, 103 
and 170, respechvely) Nigena recorded the lowest mortahty rates of all the country groups 
(750, 84 and 155, respechvely) The average Maternal Mortalzty Rates for low income 
countnes m the region was sigmficantly hrgher than those found m South Asia (676), East & 
Southern Afnca (625), East Asla & the Pacific (497) and the Amencas (305) Average 
regional rates for Infant Mortdzty and Under-5 Mortahty m West Ahca were also slgmficantly 
greater than those recorded m East 7 Southern Ahca (90 and 165, respechvely), South Asia 
(73 and 152, respechvely), East Asia & the Pacific (44 and 103, respechvely) and the 
Amencas (26 and 86, respechvely) 

" Lrfe Expectancy at buth indicates the number of years a new born mfant would hve rf p r e v h g  patterns 
of mortahty at the tune of its buth were to stay the same throughout ~ t s  Me 

" The M a t e d  Mortahty Rate ~s the annual number of deaths of women from pregnancy-related causes per 
100,000 hve butbs 

" The Want Mortahty Rate ~s the number of mfants who &e before reachmg one year of age per thousand 
hve b& m a gven year 

'' The Under-5 Mortahty Rate shows the probabhty that a newborn baby wdl d ~ e  before reachmg age 5 
The rates are denved from Me tables based on estmated current Me expectancy at bwth and on mfant mortahty rates 
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Low Levels of Public and Pnvute Expendrture Bezng Brected rnto Health 

Total average Health Expendrtureld m low mcome countrres m West Afnca is low relabve to 
that m other developmg countnes Total expenditure on health (pubhc, pnvate and a d  flows) 
was the equivalent of only 4 62 percent of GDP (see Table 9 and Chart 20) and ranged from a 
low of 3 percent of GDP m Ghana to a hlgh of 8 percent of GDP m Burkma Faso (see Annex 
Table A-9) In per capita terms, total health expenditure averaged $16 30 for low income 
countnes in the region, rangmg from $3 45 m Libena to $48 m Sao Tome & Prmcipe As a 
group (see Annex Table B-9), the CFA Franc countnes had the greatest comnutment to health 
care (4 1 percent of GDP and $33 66 per capita), relafive to the Non-CFA Franc countnes 
(2 0 percent of GDP and $9 61 per capita) and Nigena (3 2 percent of GDP and $9 78 per 
capita) As a percentage of GDP, the average health expenditure for low mcome countnes m 
the region were zn lzne with those for Less Developed Countnes (4 7 percent) and for Medium 
Health Expenditure Afncan coun tne~~~  (4 5 percent), whde on a per capita basis, average 
regional health expenditure was sigmficantly lower than that for developmg countnes as a 
whole ($41), but zn lzne wrth that for Medium Health apenditure Afncan countnes ($16) 

Sinularly, Publzc Sector Expendrture on Health was the eqwvalent of 1 3 percent of GDP and 
ranged from a low of 0 68 percent of GDP rn Sierra Leone to a hlgh of 2 27 percent of GDP 
in Gumea Bissau On a per capita basis, pubhc sector expenditure averaged $4 74, rangmg 
from a low of $0 36 m Zaue to a hlgh of $14 00 m Sao Tome & Pnncipe As a group, 
governments m the CFA Franc Zone countnes devoted the greatest amount of budgetary 
resources to health (1 3 percent of GDP and $14 49 per capita) relafive to those governments 
m the Non-CFA Franc Zone (0 6 percent of GDP and $2 86 per capita) The pubhc sector in 
Nigena devoted 1 1 percent of GDP and $3 37 per capita to the health sector On average, as 
a percentage of GDP, governments in low rncome countnes m West Afnca spent less on the 
health sector relafive to those m other developmg countnes (2 1 percent of GDP) and were at 
the mdpomt between Low Health Expenditure (1 11 percent of GDP) and Medium Health 
Expenditure (1 52 percent) Afncan countnes In per capita terms, average regional 
government expenditure was less than halfthat for other Less Developed Countnes and m lzne 
with that for Medium Health Expenditure Countnes m Afnca 

As defiDed m the UNDP "Human Development Report 1994", Pubhc expenditure on health comprises the 
expemi~ture, both current a d  capital, by all government offices, departments, estabhhments and other bodres that 
are agencles or mstrument of the central authority of a country on hosp~tals, matermty and dental centers, and c h c s  
wth a major medical component, on national health and medical inrmrance schemes, and on farmly planmug and 
preventwe care The data on health expend~ture are not comparable across countnes In many economes, pnvate 
health services are substantd, m others, pubhc services represent the major component of total expenditure but may 
be financed by lower levels of government Caution should therefore be exercised m uslug the data for cross-country 
COmPaflSOns 

The countnes xientded by the World Bank as "Mednun Expenditure Countnes" as regards percentage of 
Government expenditure devoted to health are Burundi, Cameroon, The Gambra, Ghana, Kenya, L i b ,  Malawi, 
Nlger, Rwanda, Senegal and Zembra See "Better Health m Afnca Expenence and Lessons Learned", The World 
B d ,  Washmgton, D C , 1994, Table 9-4, pg 139 



Table 9 

Lon Income Country Rwon A6 A PERCENTAGE OF GDP EERCAPITA 

hbhc AidElowll Rrrrte TOW hbEc Aid- Rhntc Total 

Wat Afn- 
Low Income Countncs 128% 178% 155% 462% $ 4 7 4  S 655 S 5 0 1  S 1630 
Lower Middle Income Countna 150% 038% 168% 356% S 12 08 S 7 36 S 13 67 S 33 11 

World 
More Devdopal Countma 
Less Derrdopal Countna 
Afnan Countries 

High Expendrtore Counhm 
Mabarn Expn&hre Countnm 
Low Expenchillre c o u n t m  

i 
Source Annu Table A-9 
[I] High a p n & h r c  countnu uc Botswana, Lesotho, SwuiLnd m d  Z&we 

[Z] Medmm upenchtnre counlms are Bum114 Cameroon, 'Ihe Gambrp, Gbma, Kenya, Iibeno, Malam, Niger, Rwanda, Senegal m d  Zambm 
p] Low expenchillre countna are Burkuu Fw, Etluop., Mali, Niiena, Siem Lcone, Sonub, Uganda m d  Z.uc 





D. Level of Infrastructure Development 

Low Level of Access to Sde Dnnkrng Water 

On average, 47 percent of the populabon m West Afncan low Income countnes had Access to 
Safe Dnnkzng watep (see Table 10 and Chart 2 I), rangmg from a low of 1 1 percent m Mah 
to a hgh of 70 percent m both Burlana Faso and Togo (see Annex Table A-10) Access to 
Safe Dnnkzng Water (see Annex Table B-10) was on average hrghest m the CFA Franc 
countnes (51 percent of the populabon), followed by the Non-CFA Franc countnes (46 
percent) and Nigena (42 percent) Access levels for low mcome countrres m the regron were 
rn lzne wth those for East & Southern A h  (45 percent), but were lower than those for East 
Asla & the Pacific (52 percent), South Asla (56 percent) and the Amencas (60 percent) 

Low Level of Access to Sanrtahon 

Roughly 28 percent of the populabon m West Afncan low mcome countnes had Access to 
~anztatron~~ (see Table 10 and Chart 21), rangmg from a low of 7 percent m Burha Faso to a 
hsgh of 61 percent m Ghana (see Annex Table A-10) Samtabon access was essenbally equal 
m both CFA Franc Zone (41 percent) and Non-CFA Franc Zone (40 percent) countrres, with 
Nigena recordmg sigmficantly lower relabve access rates (28 percent) The average level of 
access for regional low mcome countnes was roughly zn lrne wth those for South Asia (25 
percent) and East & Southern Afnca (29 percent), but sigmficantly lower than those recorded 
m East Asia & the Pacific (41 percent) and m the Amencas (62 percent) 

Avemge Levels of Road Ircfmstmcfure 

Road ~ e n s z f l  for low Income countnes m the region averaged some 304 lalometers per 
&on persons (see Table 10 and Chart 21) and ranged from a low of 21 kdometers per 
&on persons m Burlana Faso to a hsgh of 804 lalometers per mrlhon persons m Mauntarua 
(see Annex Table A-10) Of th~s, 44 percent of the roads m the region were classified as 
R o d  zn Good ~ondrtzon~~, rangmg from a low of 24 percent m Burlana Faso to a high of 67 
percent m Nigena Road Densrty was on average gremest m Non-CFA Franc Zone countnes 

Th16 IS the percentage of the population wth reasonable access to safe water supply, mcMmg treated 
surface water, or untreated but uncontarmnated water such as that from sprmgs, samtary wells and protected 
boreholes 

" ThLs IS the percentage of the populat~on wth reasonable access to smtary means of excreta and waste 
disposal, mcMmg outdoor latrines and compostmg 

" RD IS defined as the number of kdometers of paved roads per d o n  popuhon 

'' Roads m Good Condit~on IS defined as roads substmtdy free of defects and requvrng only routme 
mamtenance 



Table 10 

INFRASTRUCTURE INDICATORS 

ACCESSTO ACCESSTO ROAD ROADS 
Low Income Country Repon SAFE WATER SANITATION DENSITY GOOD COND 

(96 of pop (46 of pop ) (LrmlMn pers 1 (56 of Rds) 
1990 1990 I= 1911R 

West Ahra 47% 28% 304 44 

E P s t & S o ~ e n ~ ~  45 % 35 % 381 39 

Sonth Asln 56 % 25 % 371 21 

Am- 60% 62% 335 50 

E a s t h & P &  52% 41 % 185 30 

b e  Annex Table A-10 





(417 Wometers per mlhon persons) relahve to that m Nigena (376 kdometers per nullion 
persons) and m CFA Franc Zone countnes (336 lalometers per mdhon persons) Both CFA 
and Non-CFA Franc Zone countnes had szmzlar degrees of Roads zn Good Condztlon (42 
percent and 44 percent, respectrvely), but were well below that recorded m Nigena (67 
percent) Road Denszty levels m West Afncan low mcome countnes were roughly zn lzne with 
those for the Amencas (335 kdometers per -on persons), South Asia (371) and East & 
Southern Afnca (381) and were almost double that for East Ana & the Pacific (185) West 
African countnes ranked hzghest next to the Amencas (30 percent) regardmg Roadr zn Good 
Condzhon and higher than East & Southern Afnca (39 percent), East Asia & the Pacific (30 
percent) and South Asia (21 percent) 

E. Relative Political, Econormc and Social Development Wlthm West Africa 

There are clear differences m the relabve performance of each of the three West Afncan 
country groupmgs (CFA Franc Zone, Non-CFA Franc Zone and Nigena) This section 
bnefly hlghhghts the pnmary distmcbons that can be made and conclusions drawn with regard 
to the pohbcal, economc and social performance of each of these three groups 

1 CFA Franc Zone Countnes 

On average, the CFA Franc Zone countnes had the hzghest level of per capta mcomes and 
expenenced the greatest degree of pohbcal hberahabon relabve to the other two groupings 

With regard to the econonuc mdicators, however, the performance of the CFA Franc Zone 
countnes was mwed W e  these countnes on average recorded the hzghest level of domesbc 
savings and the lowest level of mflabon, they also generated the lowest level of gross domesbc 
investment, foreign duct  mvestment and overall economc growth In the area of social 
development, these countnes recorded the hzghest levels of populatron growth and total 
f e d t y  rates m the region This was despite the fact that they also generated the highest level 
of contracepbon usage m the region As regards health and educabon, the performance of the 
CFA Franc Zone countnes was generally below that of Nigena, but was often hzgher than that 
recorded by the other Non-CFA Franc Zone countnes For example, whde these countnes did 
record the hzghest Pnmary Complebon Rates, they also generated the worst PupdfTeacher 
Rabos Total Literacy Rates were the lowest, wMe female Literacy Rates, and both total and 
female Gross Pnmary Enrollment Rates, were second to Nigena In the area of health, Franc 
Zone countnes had the greatest percentage of both total expenditure and government 
expenditure devoted to tlns sector, yet generated the lowest level of Access to Medical Care 
and were second to the Non-CFA Franc Zone countnes regardmg Maternal, Infant and Under- 
5 M o d t y  Rates The mfrastructure m these countnes was relatrvely sound, with member 
states recordmg the hzghest level of Access to Water, Access to Sarutatron (bed with the Non- 
CFA Franz Zone countnes) and was second to Nigena regardmg Roads m Good Conditron 
In sum, whlle the CFA Franc Zone Countnes average level of zncome and degree of poktlcal 
freedom was hzghest m the region, the= performance on the economrc and soczalfront was less 
than spectacular 



Whlle Nigena's level of per capzta rncome and degree of polzncal lzberalzzahon was the worst 
among the regional groupmgs, it performed best with regard to the soczal rndrcators and 
strongly with regard to the economrc zndrcators Nigena recorded the hrghest ranlung on the 
Human Development Index, as well as placed first with regard to Adult Literacy, Pnmary 
Enrollment Rate, PupflTeacher Rabo, Access to Medical Care, and the three Mortahty Rates 
Its performance on the populabon front, however, was less than spectacular, logpg the 
region's lowest M a d  Women Usmg Contracepbon Rate and hrghest Ferthty Rate 
Nigena's performance wth regard to mfrastructure was mvred, recordmg the lowest level of 
Access to Safe Water and Access to Samtabon, yet generatmg the hrghest level of Roads in 
Good Condibon and the second hzghest Road Density m the region In sum, Nigena has the 
hrghest level of soczal development m the region, although its per capzta rncome, level of 
economzc growth and degree of polzncal lzberalzzahon are low 

3. Non-CFA Franc Zone Countries 

The Non-CFA Franc Zone countnes expenenced the lowest level of socral development m the 
region and fell zn between the other two groups regarding the degree of polzhcal lzberalzzatzon 
and economzcpe~ormance On average, these countries ranked lowest on the Hwnan 
Development Index and were the worst m the areas of educatzon and health As regards 
educahon, Non-CFA Franc Zone countnes recorded the lowest Gross Ptrmary Enrollment 
Rates and bed with Nigena with the lowest Pnmary Complebon Rate Its female Adult 
Literacy Rate was the lowest m the region, whde its total Adult Literacy Rate was just slzghtly 
above that for the CFA Franc Zone Countnes Sirmlarly, whde its level of Access to Medical 
Care was second to that m Nigena, Non-CFA Franc Zone countnes recorded the lowest Life 
Expectancy levels and the hzghest levels of Maternal, Infant and Under-5 Momty Rates 
These countnes performed better wth regard to the populabon mdicators, however, logging 
the lowest Total Ferthty Rate, the second lowest Ma& Women Usmg Contracepbon Rate 
and bed wth Nigena with the lowest populabon growth rate The Non-CFA Franc Zone 
countnes performance on the economic front, however, was more mvred Whlle they did 
record the hlghest levels of Gross Domesbc Investment and economic growth in the reglon, 
they also expenend the hzghest levels of mflabon and generated the lowest levels of Gross 
Domesbc Savmgs and hrghest dependancy on Foreign Savings Per capita mcome and the 
degree of pohbcal hbedzabon m these countnes were second to the Franc Zone countries 
Infrastructure development was relabvely mzxed with these countnes' level of Access to Safe 
Water and Access to Satlltabon bemg second to the CFA Franc Zone countries, their Road 
Density bemg the hrghest, and thev Roads m Good Condibon bemg amongst the lowest in the 
region In sum, the Non-CFA Franc Zone countnes performed the poorest on the socialfiont, 
were on par wth the CFA Franc Zone countnes on the polrncal1iberalzzat~oncfi.ont and had 
mvred results on the economzcfront 



F. Political, Econormc and Socud Development of West Afnca Relatrve to Other Low 
Income Regions of the Developing World 

Without quesbon, West Afnca stands alone as havlng the poorest level of socral development 
relabve to all other low mcome regions m the world Across the board wth regard to 
populabon, educaQon and health mdicators, the region has performed the worst, or amongst 
the worst As regards populabon, West Afnca has the hrghest Fert&ty Rate, the lowest 
Marned Women Usmg Contracepbon Rate, and, m turn, the hlghest Populabon Growth Rate 
in the world (bed wth low mcome countnes in the Amencas) Given current trends, the 
region's populabon wdl therefore double m 24 years Moreover, West Afnca has one of the 
most hrghly urbanmid popuiabons, as well as the hzghest projected urban populabon growth 
rate (bed with East & Southern Afnca), m the developmg world Added to these populabon 
pressures, the people of West Afnca face the lowest level of Adult Literacy and Pnmary 
School Enrollment, as well as amongst the lowest Pnmary Complebon Rates and hzghest 
PupaTeacher Rabos m the world Moreover, the West Afncan people have the lowest level 
of Access to Medical Care, the lowest Life Expectancy and the hzghest Maternal, Infant and 
Under-5 Mortahty Rates relabve to all other low mcome countnes m the developmg world It 
is no wonder, therefore, that West Afnca has the lowest ranlang of all regions on the Human 
Development Index 

As regards the level of polztzcal Qnd economzc development m the region, the results are more 
mured On the polztzcaljtont, the region's average 'Freedomn ratmg places it on par with East 
& Southern Afnca, South Asia and the Amencas as b a g  "Partly Free " However, the region 
is only b e g w g  to move down the path of democracy and much more remams to be done m 
tius regard Whlle West Africa's per capita mcome of $351 places it above East & Southern 
Afnca and South Asia, it lags well behmd low mcome countnes throughout the rest of the 
world Moreover, whde economc growth m the region has been below that m South Asia and 
East Asia & the Pacific, it was on par with that of East & Southern Afnca and above that 
recorded in the Amencas Given that Gross Domesbe Investment m West Afrrca is the lowest 
m the developing world, future economc growth m the region wdl most hkely be problemabc 
Tfus is especially true given the region's low level of Gross Domesbc Savings and, m turn, its 
hrgh dependence on Foreign Savmgs Whlle the economc performance of West Afnca 
relabve to that in other low mcome repons of the world has been mixed, out-perfomg some 
and under-performmg others, the region's economies nevertheless remm hrghly 
underdeveloped andjtagrle In sum, West Afnca has the lowest level of social development in 
the developmg world, has made progress on the pohbcal hberahzabon front (although much 
more remms to be done), but has performed mmd on the economc front, partxularly with 
regard to the imphcabons of its low levels of domesbc savings and investment for sustamable 
economc growth 



G. Concluding Note 

Tius Background Document has attempted to pmt a broad picture of West Afnca as a region 
by reviewmg key pohhcal, economc and soaal Indicators A second West Afnca Strategy 
Background Paper has been prepared whch draws upon the data hghhghted m h s  paper and 
identrfies m greater d e w  the mam constmnts to economc and social development wthm the 
region 52 The paper also discusses the extent to whch these constmnts can be addressed (at 
least m part) at the regional level and idenhfies the key development opportumtres worthy of 
donor support and asastance A thlrd Background Paper subsequently focuses upon donor's 
current regional strategies for West Ahca and discusses the extent to whtch these mtervenhons 
address these key development constrants and wdl hkely result m improved pohhcal, 
economc and social conditrons throughout the regions3 Together, these Background Papers 
hopefully provide a reasonable foundahon from whch to begm thmk;mg about how USAID 
could formulate its approach to development assistance m West Afnca at the regional level 

See West Ahca Strategy Background Paper, "Constnuts to Economc & Socd Development and 
OpportuIlltles for Donor Intervention", prepared by Bnan W Am=, The Mitchell Group, November 1, 1995 

" See West Afnca Strategy Background Paper, "A Rev~ew of Donor Reglonal Strategies m West Afncaw, 
prepared by Bnan W Ames, The. M~tchell Group, November 1, 1995 



ANNEX A: 

DETAILED COMPARATIVE INTER-REGIONAL POLITICAL, 

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DATA * 



Table A-1 

Country Group R a n b & ~  
Per Caplta GNP and Human Development Index 

Wcat Afnu 
h i  
S 1 m  Ltcnc 
Oumu Bmau 
Chd 
New 
Burkma Pallo 
Mall 
Ng- 
Esurw-  
Sao Tanc 
Olmbll 
Toso 
Zurc 
Cclrtral Afncm Rcpubb 
&am 
mum 
Oumea 
Muntmu 

Erat & southern Afnu 
MoPmb~qut 
Tmvnu 

U l 3 d  
somat. 
W w l  
Bunmd~ 
h d r g -  
Rwm& 
Zmnbm 
K a y 1  
canoma 
Zmrbrbwe 
Ledotilo 

Sooth Asu 
Ag-m 
Ncpll 
Bhutrn 
B.ng- 
Indv 
Pakntau 
mlldvcs 
Sn LmL. 

East h & tbe hclfic 
LIO Peq,Icr D a m c n t ~ c  Rcpubb 
MY- 
VluUm [S ] 
cmlbodm 
Chmr 
hdaluu 

saurcc WorldLhk W o r l d D c v ~ t R ~ l W 4  rodUNDP H u m m D c v ~ R e p r t l ~  
[I] Canpoo~tc mcrsurc of time q d l y  wcrghtcd h- developmeat md-wevlty cxpactanc~ at buth) k w w W c  (adult hru:y 

memrry ruaddmoW m d m - @ u r e ~ m g p o w a p u a y ~ p a u p h l )  
p] w ~ w ~ c a 8 c l l c u t t e d b y ~ c w a r l d B m L  
p] Avarge far dl "Low H- D c v ~ c a t  c u ~ ~ t n u  u dcuued by UNDP 
[4] Estmvtcd "Low Incauc country ($675 or lcrs m 1992) 
[53 Data IS for 1993 



Table A-2 

West African Democracies 

Benin 
Cape Verde 
Central African Repubhc 
Congo 
Ghana 
Gw nea-Bissau 
Mah 
Niger 
Sao Tome & Prlnupe 
Senegal 

Burhna Faso 
Cameroon 
Cote dlIvolre 
Chad 
Gabon 
Gulnea 
Slerra Leone 
Togo 

Equatorial Gwnea 
Gambia 
L~bena 
Mauntama 
Mgma 
Zaire 

I 
Source. U.S Department of State 



Table A-3 

POLITICAL LIBERALIZATION INDICATORS [I] [2] 

Freedom Freedom PohtrPI C l d  
CormWCategones C w t i a n  m w t t S  -es 

1 west AT- Comttnes 
LIC Equatorial G u m  

Zaire 
Not Free 
Not Free 
Not Free 
h b r  F m  
Not Frcc 
Not F m  
Not Fme 
Not Free 
Not Free 
Not Frec 

Paniy Free 
Paniy Free 
Paniy F m  
Panty Fme 
Panty Free 

Free 
Free 
Free 

Sierra h u e  
Mauntama 
Nlgena 
Gambm [3] 
L~bena 

Togo 
Chad 
Gulnea 
Gumea Blsaau 
B u b  Faso 
Ghana 
Niger 
Central Afncan Repubhc 
Mall 
Bemn 
Sao Tome and Pnnclpe 

LMIC Cote d Ivom 
Cameroon 
Senegal 
Congo 
Cape Verde 

Not Free 5  5  6 0  5 0  
Not Free 5  5  6 0  5  0  

Paniy Free 4 5  4 0  5 0  
Paniy Free 3 0  3 0  3 0  

Free 1 5  1 0  2 0  

UMIC Gabon Pa* Fme 4 5 5 0  4 0  

Comtrv Gronu Catepones 
we& AFncP 
Low Income Countries 
Lower Middle Income Conntnes 

East&SoothenlAtncrr 
Low Income Conntnes 
Lower Middle Income Cormbnes 

South Asa 

Paniy Free 
Po* Frcc 

Paniy Free 
Pa* F m  

Low Income Countms 
Lower Middle Income Comtms 

Am- 

Parrly Free 
Pa* Fme 

Low Inrome Countries 
Lower Middle Lncome Comtnes 

Epptllplp&POClfiP 
hInromeColmtnos 
Lower Middle Income Countries 

Pan& Free - 
Not F m  

Fnc 

Source Freedom H o w  Swvey of Political Rights and CI*U Libedes. 1993-94 
[I] Ratmga of 5 5 to 7 0  lmply-"~ot Free state-, 3 0  to 5  5 lmply "hr(ly F m  State and 1  to 2 5 ~mply 'Free State 
(21 1  Rcprrclenta the most fm and 7 the least free category 
[3] Slace the Freedom House Survey predated the coup m Gambm, the survey ranked Gambla as 'Free" The author has ta 

to rcclasa~fy Gambm as Not Free' 
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Table A-6 

URBAN POPULATION AND URBAN GROWTH 

I URBAN A v a n  Anmtd 1 

Countrp.Grrmpc.Laaku 
wcd Altlc*l 

Loalnumc- 
LataaMiddcInmncCantria 

EPalQSathanAWm 
LmvlneancCountrk 
LwrMidkInamcCoutrkr 

SauthMm 
Laplneanc- 
LDuaMlddklmmwCantrkr 

Amcries 
Loa1nmmc- 
LawaMiddeInmncCoutrkr 

E&Adm&Pdnc 
Lapl-c- 
LavaMiddclnamrCantr(a 

Olha 
LoaInDnIeCantr*I 
L a r P a ~ l n a m c C a r * r * r  



Table A-7 

EDUCATION INDICATORS 

ADULT IXI'ERACY GROSS PRIMARY ENROLL PUP/TEACH AUM COMK 
C O ~ S / C A T E G O R I E S  TOTAL FEMALE TOTAL FEMALE RATIO RATE 

Wed AMenn Cwntrla 
LIC Ubab 

Slum h e  
Gulna B h u  
Chad 
Nlea 
EquPtaQl Guinm 
8no Tome and Mndpe 
Burkina FIUO 
lllnli 
Nlgah 
CPmbin 
TOBO 
ZPlm 
CenM AMesn Republlc 
Benln 
c h a m  
Guinm 
~ u r l g n i n  

UMIC Gabon 62% 50% 44 44% 

C o u n t ~  Group Cdemiar 
Wed Atdca 
Lm Ina*nc Countrla 
Lma Mlddle Imwnc Catn(ria 

W&SdhanAMcnn 
Lm Incane Coun(rfa 
Lora Mlddk Inmnc Countria 

Sa*h hb 
Lm Incane C w d a  
h a  Mlddlc Incorn Countria 

Amcrlcru 
Lm Incane Countria 
Lora Mlddla Inomw Countrla 

EpstAsinnkRKillc 
Lm Incane Countrin 
Lmer Mlddle Inmnc C o u d u  

Soumc Wald Bank Wald Ikvrlopment Rqmt 1994 .Id UNDP Human D~clapmcnt Report 1994 





Table A-9 

EXPENDlTURE ON HEALTH 

AS A PISRCRNTAGB OF GDP 

Publle AldFlow Prhatc Tolrl 

Wed M l n n  La Income Counlrla 
LIC Uberll S 0 6 2  S 214 S 0 S 345  

S l e m  h 068% I m %  l m %  3 45% S 0 93 S 2.35 S I 48 S 4 76 
G u l m  Blmu 2 2 l %  3 9 %  123% 709% S 4 5 5  S 7 1 8  S 2 4 5 s  1418 
Clmd 168% 2 89% 152% 608% S 3 2 2  S S U  S 2 9 1  S 1166 

NCer 186% 183% 163% 5 31% s 494  s 489  s 434 s 1416 
BvUm Pam 076% 566% 1 %% 799% S 2 1 1  S I S M  S 4 3 2 s  22W7 
Mal l  I 15% 131% 2 15% 4 61% 1 3 5 ' 7 s  407  S 6 6 8 s  1432 
Nberla 1 12% 0 19% 193% 324% S 3 3 7 s  O M  S 5 8 5 s  978  
Gunbla S 6 5 5  S I 182  S 445  S 2282 

T-0 168% 0 88% 166% 422% S 630 S 330  S 6 2 1  S 1581 
Ce&l W l n n  Rcpdk 116% 15'7% 171% 444% S 4 6 8  S 635  S 6 9 0  S 1794 
k n l n  095% 1 36% 139% 3 70% S 3 9 2  S 558 S 7 S 1525 
G l u m  104% 039% 153% 296% s 423  s 1x1 s 6 2 5  s 1 2 m  
Gulm 128% 061% 126% 320% S 6 4 5  S 336  S 6 3 8  S I 619  
Maul l rnla  106% 111% 155% 371% $ 4 %  S 522  S 726  S 1743 
Zmlre S 0 3 6  S 112 S 374  S 522  
Equalorlal G u l m  S 10Y) S 1225 S 593  S 2825 
8.0 Tome and R M p  S I 4 0 0  S 2500 S 900  S 4800 

M I C  Cole d h d r e  

Benqll 
Cuneraan 
Cap Verde 
colgo 

World 483% 000% 320% 800% - - - S 32300 
Mor t  DnelDpd Cumtrla 540% O W %  330% a m %  - - - $ 1 3 4 0 0 0  

Ler D o d D p d C w m W a  2 10% 0 10% 240% )TO% - - - S  4100 

AMcrnCwnt r la  1 93% 090% 2 10% 493% - - - S I400  

H t h  &.pnd(uc CcmUa 276% 164% 192% 632% S 4000 S 9 0 0  S 1900 S 6800 
MHXun E . p n d ( u e  ComtrIa 152% 116% 155% 4 P %  S 6 0 0  S 3 0 0  S 7 0 0  S 1600 
I P r ~ ( u c C o u n ( r i a  111% 15'7% I 5'7% 423% S 2 0 0  S 2 K l  S 4 0 0  S 800 

L -PIP- - 
B w r r l  World &I&, 'Btlttr Hnllh In Mla 19% 

[ll H k h  apndlw are BoLnnm Leah S d l a n d  and ZLob.brc 

I21 Medm npnU(uc d m  arc B v d  Cmnun. The G W a  Ghm Kcme Lberla Mmbrl N k u  Rwanda & m d  and Zunbla 
PI L" apnlhe can(rk. are BmUn ?am EIN.p(l Ma11 w e d 1  Mcm b n e  Bonulla Qandm and Zaire 
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Table A-11 

NATUR4L RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AND ENVIRONMENT 

NATURAL FOREST AREA ANNUAL DFEORF8TRATION 
COUNTRWS/CATECORIFS (m 0f-I  b) % OF TOTAL AREA 

1980 1990 1981 1990 

Wed Amun Couatna 
LIC ubcrir 

Sierm h e  
Guina B h u  
Chad 
Nqger 
Eqtutortl Guint. 
Sao Tome and Rindpe 
Burkina FMO 
Mali 
Nigeru 
G m b h  
Togo 
Wn 
C d r d  AM- Replbhc 
Bcnin 
G h  
Guina 
MaorYmi. 

LMIC Cote d'1voh 
hced 
C.meroon 
Cape Venle 
Congo 

I UMIC Gabon 194 182 0 6% 

Countn Gmup Cd~poriau 
wcd mu 

Low Inoome Coodriw 1 120 1 038 0 7% 
Lower Middle Income Countria 620 587 0 6% 

E d  & Sodbern AM- 
Law Income Conatria 1 472 1 343 0 7% 
Lower Middle Inmmc Cotmtrica 

Sonlh Adm 
Low Inwme Countna 694 639 1 6 %  
Lower Middle h m e  Cormtriw 

American 
Low Income Comarial 130 106 1 0 %  
Lower Middler Income Condries 

F A a A d m & P d c  
Low Inwme Countrka 1 691 1516 1 0 %  
Lower Middle Inwme Cormtria 

C 
Sarm: World Bank World Derdopent  Report 1994 
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DETAILED COMPARATIVE INTRA-REGIONAL POLITICAL, 
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Table B-1 

West Afncan Econormc and Human Development Levels 

r -  
ColmtneslCateoones Per Camta CNP Hmnnn Development Index 

CFA rrPac Canntnes 
B e m  
Buckma Faso 
camemon 
Centml Afncan Repubhc 
Chad 
Congo 
CDte d Ivom 
Equatorial G u m  
Mall 
N~ger 
Senegal 
Togo 

N d F A  Frpnc Couutnes 
Cape Verde 
Gambia 
Ghana 
G u m  
Gumea Blmu 
Libem 
Mauntasua 
Sao Tome 
S~erra Leone 
a m  

.------------------------------------------------------------ 
West African Comtrv C ~ D  Cateoones 

CFA F ~ E  Couutnes $511 0 295 
NOPCFA Frpnc COrmtneS $386 0 268 
W18ena $320 0 348 

Source World Development Report 1994, and UNDP Humaa Development Report, 1994 



Table B-2 

West African Democracies 

h n  
Cape Verde 
Central Afrrcan Repubhc 
Congo 
Ghana 
Gurnea-Brssau 
Mah 
Niger 
Sao Tome & Pr~nupe 
Senegal 

Burluna Faso 
Cameroon 
Cote d91vorre 
Chad 
Gabon 
Gurnea 
Srerra Leone 
Togo 

Equatorial Guinea 
Gambr a 
bbena 
M a w  tanla 
Nigeria 
a r e  

1 
Source. U.S. Department of State 



Table B-3 

WEST AFRICAN POLITICAL/DEMOCRATIZATION INDICATORS 

Freedom Freedom Pohbeal ClviI 
Cormtnes/Categones Chsa&ahon R a m  m h  Liirb.es 

CFA kanc Cormtnq 
Berun 
Burluna Faeo 
Cameroon 
Central Ahcan Republlc 
Chad 
Congo 
Cote d Ivolre 
Equatonal Gulnea 
Gabon 
Mall 
Niger 
Senegal 
Togo 

Non-CFA Fram Cormtnes 
Cape Venle 
Gamb~a 
Ghana 
Guinea 
Gu~nea Blssau 
L~bena 
Mauntarua 
Sao Tome and h n c ~ p e  
Sierra Leone 
Zaln 

Frcc 
P a d y  Frec 

Nor Free 
Pady  Frcr 

Not Free 
Panly Free 

Not Free 

Panty ~ r e c  
Fnc 

Panly Free 
Panly Free 

Not Free 

F m  
F m  

Panly Free 
Not Free 

Pa* Free 
Not Free 
Not Free 

Not Free 
Nor Free 

Not Fnc 6  0  7 0  5 0  

W g t  A f m ~  Conntrv Gron~ Categories 
CFA Franc Counfnes 
Noo-CFA Franc Comdnes 
N i n a  

Patdv I;zve 4 3 
Patilv h e  4 9 

Not Free 6 0  

Source Freedom Hwac Survey of Pol~t~cal bghb and Clvll hberuee, 1993 94 
[ I ]  Rat~ngo of 5 5 to 7 0 imply Not Free S u b  3 0  to 5 5 Imply Partly Fne Stab and 1 to 2 5 imply Free Stale 
I21 1 Represenla the most frec and 7 the least free category 



Table E-4 

WEST AFRICAN ECONOMIC INDICATORS 

REAL GDP INFLATION GROSS GROSS FOREIGN ODA NET L T FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES/CATEGORIES GROWTH RATE DOMINV DOMSAV SAVINGS DEBT FLW DIR INV 

(96) (%) (% of GDP) (% of GDP) (% of GDP) (% of GDP) (% of GDP) (% of GDP) 
1980-92 1980-92 1992 1992 1992 1992 1992 1992 

CFA Franc Countnes, 
Baun 
Barhan Faso 
Camemon 
CentraI A f m  Replbhc 
Chad 
Congo 
Cote d ' I v m  
Equatonnl Gmnea 
Gabon 
Mah 
Niuw 
Senegal 
Togo 

NonCFA Franc Countnes 
Cape Verde 
G a m h  
Gbana 
Gmnea 
Gumea h a  
Liina 
MauntamP 
Sao Tome and Ruvllpe 
sim Leone 
h 

Wgt African Country GNIUD Catepones 
CFA Frrnc Cwntnes 18% 2 6% 13 2% 7 2% 6 2% 11 1% 3 5% -0 1% 
Non-CFA Frur Cormtnes 2 6% 35 3% 16 4% 0 4% 16 0% 19 5% 6 3% 2 1% 

whxa 2 3% 19 4% 18 0% U 0% 5 0% 0 8% 4 6% 3 0% 

Source World Bank World Development Report 1994 



Table B-5 

POPULATION INDICATORS 

POPULATION POPULATION DOUBLING TOTAL CRUDE BIRTH CRUDE DEATH MAR WOMEN POPULATION AGE 
COUNTRIWCATEGORIES 1994 GROWTH RATE TIME FERTILITY RATE RATE USING CONTR STRUCTURE 

-OM) ($1 (Ym) RATE (per 1,m) <15 >65 <15 >66 
1992-2000 1994 (ml'MO 1994 1990 1990 2025 2025 

CFA FroaE C m t n q  
Benm 
Barkma Fasa 
Cameroon 
C- Afrrpn Repubhe 
Chad 
Congo 
Cote d'Ivom 
Equatorial Gmnea 
Gabon 
Mall 
N i e r  
Senegal 
Togo 

Non-CFA Frpnc Cormtnes 
Cape Vede 
Gmbm 
Ghana 
G m e a  
Gmnea B u n  
Libem 
Manntama 
SPO Tome and Pnnape 
swra Leone 
Zure 

west Afnrpn Cormtrv Grau, Cateponer 
CFA hmc Cormtnes 86 3 3 0% 23 6 4 46 17 10 0% 45% 3% 39 % 4% 
Noa-CFA k.ac Coantnes 78 3 2 7% 25 5 9 44 16 8 8% 44% 4% 36% 4% 
w i d  98 1 2 7% 23 6 5 44 13 6 0% 45 % 3 96 38 % 4% 

S o m e  Wodd Bank World Develoment Report 1994, UNDP Hmnan Development Report 1994, and Popdabon Resamh Center, Ioc 1994 



Table B-6 

URBAN POPULATION AND URBAN GROWTH 
< 

URBAN Average b m a l  
COUNTRlESlCATEGORlES POPUL Growth Rate 

(% of Total) 
1970 1992 1970-80 1980-93 

CFA Fratr Cormtnes 
Benm 
Bnrlrma Faso 
Cameroon 
Central Afncnn Replbhe 
Chad 
Congo 
Cote d'lvoue 
Gabon 
Guulea 
Mah 
Niger 
Senegal 
Toso 

Non-CFA Fram Countries 
Cape Verde 
Equatorial Gmea 
Gambls 
Cham 
Gmnea Bruau 
Liberia 
Mauntam 
Sao Tome and Rmc~pe 
S i e m  Leone 
Zave 

Conntrv Gmus Cataones 
CFA Franc Cormtnes 19 6% 35 0% 6 1% 

19 0% 
5 6 %  I 

Non CFA Franc Cotmtves 34 4% 6  1% 5  1% 
Niiene 20 0% 37 0% 6 1% 5  7% 

1 I 
Soarees World Bauk, "WorM Derelopumt Report 1994" 



Table B-7 

WEST AFRICAN EDUCATION INDICATORS 

ADULT LITERACY GROSS PRIMARY ENROLL NET PRLMAR PUPITEACH PRIM COMPL 
COUNTRIESlCATECORlES TOTAL FEMALE TOTAL FEMALE ENROLL RATIO RATE 

CFA Frpac Cormtnes 
Beam 
Bruirma Faso 
Cameroon 
Cmtral A f h  Repubhc 
Chad 
Congo 
Cote d'Ivoue 
Equatorial Gomea 
Gabon 
Mah 
Niger 
a e g a l  
Toso 

Non-CFA Fraw Cotmtner 
Cape Verde 
Gambna 
Ghana 
Gmea  
Gmnea Bwau 
Libena 
Manntarua 
Sao Tome and h p e  
S i e m  Leone 
ZPve 

West Af'ncaa Conntrv Group Catescones 
CFA Franc Countries 42 % 29 % 60 % 46% 42 % 54 63 % 
NonCFA Franc Comtnes 45 % 24 % 54 % 45 % 59% 40 58 % 
Vk3ena 52% 39 % 71 % 62% 39 58% 

Source World Bank World Development Report 1994 UNDP Human Development Report 1994 



Table B-8 

WEST AFRICAN HEALTH INDICATORS 

CFA k c  Countdm 
Benin 

Bnrldm FMO 
Camcmon 
Central AFriun Repbhc 
C b d  
Congo 
Cote d Ivoire 
EqU"t0lblGuinea 
Gdmn 
M.ti 

lVros 
h % d  
TOE0 

West Afriun Country G m p  Catcroriea 
CFA Fnnc Count& 45 % 49 3 737 lCt3 170 25 6% n 8% 
Non-CFA Franc Coclntrks 53 % 47 8 850 123 203 29 0% 22 970 

re& 72% 51 9 750 84 155 36 0% 

Sou= Wodd &nt"Wodd Lkvdopmcnl Report 1994". UNDP, "Human Devdopment Report 1994". .nd 
World Bank. "Beth H& b Africa", 19!M 



Table R9 

EXPENDITURE ON HEALTH 

I COUNTRIESICA'I?BMRlES AS A PERCENTAGE OF GDP ERCAPlTA 

Public A~ddEloowr Private Total Public Aid Flow8 Private T d  I 
CFA Franc Coontrfa 

Benin 
Burkltu F m  
Cunrroon 
Central A f h  Repobllr 
Chad 
Congo 
Cote d Ivdrc 
Equa(orLI Golna 
Gabon 

M4u 
Niger 
*@ 
Toso 

NonCFA Franc Coontda 
Gambin 
Cham 
Guina 

Guina B h u  
Lmcri. 
M.odtmL 
Sicm Leone 
Wre 

Wrst A f h  Coantm G m n ~  Cltcpona 
CFA Fmm Cwntrta 13% 1 3 %  1 5 %  4 1% S 14 59 S 6  40 $ 12 67 S 33 66 

NonCFA Franc Cwotda 0 6% 0  7% 0  7% 2  0% S 2 8 6  S 348 S 327 $ 961 

w%A 1 1 %  0  2% 1 9 %  3  2% S 3 3 7 s  056 1 5 8 5 s  9 7 8  

I I 
Soume World Bank, BcnrrHaltb in Afdca", 1% 



Table E l 0  

WEST AFRICAN INFRASTRUCTURE INDICATORS 

ACCESSTO ACCESSTO ROAD ROADS ELECTR RAILROAD IRRIGATED 
COUNTRIESICATECORIES SAFE WATER SANITATION DENSITY GOOD COND PRODUCT TRACKS LAND 

(% of pop ) (46 of pop ) (IrmlMn pen ) (% of Rds) (KWHlpenon) persons) mectare31penoo) 
1990 199n lPIW 1988 1990 1990 1990 

CFA Franc Comtneq 
Benm 
Barhna Faso 
Cameroon 
Central Afrran Repubhc 
Chad 
Congo 
Cote d'ivmre 
-tonal Games 
Gabon 
Mah 
Nier 
s-sd 
Togo 

Nw-CFA Frauc Cmmtna 
Cape V d e  
C a m h  
Ghana 
Gmnea 
Gmnea Blsau 
L i i  
ManntPma 
Sao Tome and Rmclpe 
Sietrp Leaw 
ZPve 

Niena 
Niiena 42 % 28 % 376 67 1 35 8 5 

........................................................................... 
West Amcan Comtrv Gmuo Catenones 
CFA Franc Cormtnes 51% 41 % 336 42 256 292 2 
N d F A  Franc Cmmtnes 46% 40% 417 44 137 136 1 
Niiena 42 % 28 % 376 67 1 35 9 

Some World Bank, "Wodd Derdopeat Report 1994"' and UNDP, "Human Developart Report 1994" 



Table B-11 

NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AND ENVIRONMENT 

NATURAL FOREST AREA ANNUAL DEFORESTRATIOS 
COUNTRIESICATEGORIES (000 of 4 b) % OF TOTAL AREA 

CFA Franc Countnq 
Benm 
Bluhaa Fpso 
Cameroon 
Central Afncan Repubhc 
Chad 
Congo 
Cote d'lvom 
Equatorial G m e a  
Gabon 
Mah 
W'u3~ 
wegal 
Togo 

Non CFA Franc Colmtnes 
Cape Verde 
Gambia 
Ghana 
G m e a  
G m e a  Bwau 
Lbena 
ManntaIua 
Sao Tome and Prmclpe 
S i e m  h u e  
zmre 

Niiena 
Ni'u3- 

West A f m  Conotrv Gronv Catepones 
CFA Franc C o d e s  128 120 
Nw-CFA Franc Conntnes 47 42 
N i g a  168 156 

I 
S o m e  Worid Bank, "World Developnent Report 1994" 


