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Smce 1961, the U S Agency for International Development (USAID) has mplemented Amenca's foreign aid programs 
Spendmg less than one-half of 1 percent of the federal budget, USAID works to promote democracy, free markets, and 
Amenca's foreign policy objectmes around the globe 

The foreign assistance program is a sound mvestment m creatmg the markets of the future, preventmg cnses and helpmg 
advance democracy and prosperity Foreign aid creates U S jobs and advances Amencan economlc well-bemg It is far less 
expensive for the United States to carry out development programs that prevent cnses than to pay the costs of military 
operations, peacekeepmg efforts and emergency humanitarian relief 

Foreign assistance has helped create some of Amenca's most dynamic export markets The trade generated fiom foreign aid 
has more than offset the mitial costs of sendmg Amencan expertise abroad Between 1990 and 1993, U S  exports to 
developing nations and the former Soviet bloc mcreased by $46 billion 

Foreign assistance programs work, they are an Important part of U S foreign policy, and they are creatmg U S jobs and 
advancing Amencan economlc well-bemg Foreign assistance also combats global threats such as the spread of AIDS, 
envronmental degradation and rapid population growth rates 

What Does USAID Do3 

USAID is an mdependent government agency based m Washmgton, D C , with field missions throughout the world 

USAID works with teachers, farmers, small-busmess people, nurses, members of local communities, foreign governments, 
multmational corporations, and more The four regions of the world USAID has activities mcludes Afr~ca, Asia and the Near 
East, Latm Amerlca and the Caribbean, and Central and Eastern Europe and the New Independent States of the former Soviet 
Union 

The agency works m five prmcipal areas crucial to achevmg U S forelgn policy objectives promotmg economc growth, 
advancmg democracy, delivemg humanitanan assistance to victms of famme and other natural and man-made disasters, 
protectmg public health and supportmg family plannmg, and protectmg the envronment To promote development, USAID 
works m close partnership with other U S government agencies, U S busmess, pnvate voluntary organuahons, mdigenous 
groups and universities USAID contracts with more than 3,500 U S f m s  and over 300 U S -based pnvate voluntary 
organizations (PVOs) 

When considemg a nation for development assistance, USAID looks at a number of important factors mcludmg strategic 
mterests, a country's commitment to soclal and economic reform and a wlllmgness to foster democracy, and the abillty of a 
nation to work as a good development partner USAID has long maintamed that lasbng economic growth is spurred by a proper 
blend of good government, sound economc policies and mvestments m key social sectors llke education, health and 
envuonmental protection 

Is Development Good Business3 

Economic and humanitanan assistance programs constitute a cntical mvestment m the future of America's economy Llke any 
mvestment, we shouldn't smply look at the cost of foreign assistance, we should look at ~ t s  returns Foreign assistance fosters 
an enablmg envronment for U S trade and mvestment m developmg nations by establishmg falr busmess codes, viable 
commercial banks an d reasonable tax and tanff standards Foreign assistance helps create the stable and transparent busmess 
standards that U S companies must have to operate m a country 

By law, nearly all U S assistance must be spent on Amencan-produced items In 1993, U S foreign aid programs duectly 
accounted for more than $10 billion m purchased U S goods and services The U S Department of Commerce estimates that 
amount of export procurement to be responsible for some 200,000 U S jobs 



In adhtion to the benefits fiom the dnect purchase of U S goods and services, the United States also benefits fiom purchases 
made by foreign governments that receive U S assistance and from the exports generated by U S assistance programs U S 
assistance programs help create demand for U S products and services and mcrease the ability of other nations to purchase 
those products and services 

If the Amencan economy is to conmue to grow, ~t must develop new markets These markets will be found not m Western 
Europe, but m the developmg world To ignore the developmg world is to nsk losmg a niche m the most mportant markets of 
tomorrow For example, the global market for envlronrnental goods and services is expected to reach $500 bill~on by the end of 
the decade Much of this 8 percent annual growth will be m developmg countnes Dunng the last two years, American exports 
to developmg countnes have represented nearly 40 percent of total U S exports In 1993, over $180 billion of Amencan goods 
were sold to the developmg world, representmg an estimated 3 6 million U S jobs 

Productivity growth m developing nations contributes to the economic development of those nations, which, m turn, stunulates 
mports of a wide range of products, mcludmg agricultural commodifies Poor countnes are poor customers, countnes movmg 
up the development ladder are much better customers 

The International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) found that each dollar mvested m agncultural research m developmg 
countnes mcreases that country's Imports of goods and services by $4 l k s  prov~des an unportant opportunity for the United 
States to expand its exports, mcludmg agncultural products Agricultural exports are a major source of foreign exchange for 
the United States Imports by developmg countsles represent a total value of nearly $200 billion and account for about 4 
milhon U S jobs, accordmg to the IFPRI study 
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U S GLOBAL TECHNOLOGY NETWORK (GTN) 

1) Busmess Support Services (BSS) 

USAID'S GTN Busmess Support Services (BSS) is a Washmgton-based mformation center providmg a central pomt of contact 
at USAID for the U S busmess commumty, and a vital llnk with USAID and the developmg countnes ~t serves USAID plays 
an mportant role m developmg markets and creatmg economic opporhmty for U S companies m the developmg world, and is 
a valuable source of commercially-relevant mformabon about developmg country economes 

BSS is the focal pomt m USAID for mformation collecbon and dissemmation on the Agency's programs and activities m 
development-related sectors, such as envnonment, agriculture, health, and communications and mformation technology BSS 
ensures that the opportunities and mformation generated by USAID acbvities are made available to the U S busmess 
community BSS serves to educate the public about USAID and its missions m order to broaden the participabon of 
busmesses and pnvate voluntary o r g m t i o n s  (PVOs) m sustamable development, and to encourage the U S busmess 
community to respond to opporhmties generated by USAID's development activities 

BSS is set up as an mformation clearinghouse with regional analysts speciallzmg m the USAID-assisted countnes m Asia, 
A h a ,  Latm Amenca and the Caribbean, Near East, Central and Eastern Europe and the New Independent States Clients 
rangmg fiom U S and developmg country firms, PVOs, other U S government agencies, mternational organizations and 
forelgn governments can access the BSS by a toll-fiee 1-800 number (withm the continental U S ), phone, fax, mail, or on-lme 
through the Internet Each request is handled on a one-on-one basis to ensue that assistance is appropnate and tmely 

BSS offers valuable counselmg assistance to small and medium busmesses mterested m pursumg contractmg and procurement 
with USAID and proactively distributes matenals on these opportunibes By providing mformation about process, procedures, 
programs and opportumties, BSS helps to foster a larger, more compebtive pool of knowledgeable and qualified companies 

that can bnng new ideas and solutions to development work with USAID On behalf of its clients, BSS has undertaken many 
lnltiatives to offer greater access to mformation, assistance and opporhmties 

Establ~sh networks BSS has established close worlung relationships w~th development and busmess organizations 
whose established networks "multiply" the reach of its mformation Among these are the Nafional Association of 



State Development Agencies and Chambers of Commerce BSS also coordmates closely with other U S Government 
agencies, especially the Department of Commerce, Trade and Development Agency, Overseas Pnvate Investment 
Corporation, Export-Import Bank, Small Busmess Admmistration and the Envuonmental Protection Agency 

Information systems and publications BSS develops and dissemmates sector-specific guides about USAID 
programs and activities For example, m response to the great demand by BSS clients for mformation, assistance and 
fmancmg for envlronmental and energy busiess ventures, BSS produced the Guide to Busmess Assistance Programs 
for Energy and Envuonment 

Buslness Opportunltles BSS utilizes advanced computer and communications technologies that offer innovative 
vehicles for dissemmatmg opportunities BSS has developed an automated fax broadcast system, the BSS Busmess 
Opportunities Broadcast, to dissemmate tlmely and relevant mformation about USAID opportunities BSS derives 
targeted groups £tom its GTN client database of over 6,000 companies and broadcasts mformation via fax-modem 
The BSS utilues Internet to receive requests and provide responses, and to access research databases 

Resources BSS staff works closely with the professional and technical staff located m Washmgton, D C , and the 
field missions, and with the numerous contractors and pnvate voluntary organizations lrnplementmg USAID programs 
overseas BSS has built a wide network of government and pnvate sector contacts m developmg countries 

2) GTN Trade Lead Serv~ce 

The GTN facilitates the transfer of U S technology to USAID assisted countries and regions As USAID missions and local 
public and pnvate sector partners identify development problems, GTN, through its extensive databases, matches the 
developmg country's needs with specific U S companies havmg the appropnate technology to address the problem The GTN 
focuses on identlfymg international busmess opportunities m env~ronment and energy, agncultural, health and populat~on, 
and communlcatlon and lnformat~on technologies 

Busmess opportunities are identified by a network of participatmg m-country public and pnvate sector representatives Trade 
leads are transmitted from the field and electronically matched with U S f m s  registered m the GTN's sector databases Trade 
lead mformation is then faxed or e-mailed to appropnate U S companies 

>Agrzcultural Technology 

The GTN identifies busmess opportunities withm 226 sub-sectors, mcludmg Agncultural Commo&ties, Inputs, Processmg, 
Distnbution, and Fmancmg Other GTN opportunities mclude Agncultural Systems Development, which supports 
unproved agncultural practices, Production codes address Agricultural Inputs, Processmg and Post Harvest Management 
mcludes Storage, Packagmg, Marketmg, Distnbution, Quality Control, and Infiastructure Development 

PEnvzronmental Technology 

The GTN covers over 600 different sub-sectors wlthm the envuonment, mcludmg Pollution Control, Treatment and 
Disposal, and Clean Technologies The GTN currently manages two regionally focused networks m the Americas and Asia 
The Envlronmental Technology Network for the Amerlcas and the Envlronmental Technology Network for Asla 
facilitate the transfer of U S environmental technologies to address concerns m these regions 

>Health Technology 

The GTN mcludes 193 sub-sectors covenng basic areas m the health field to strategically identify and track busmess 
opportunities mvolvmg Health Care Centers, Health Education, Economics, Management, Service Delivery, Medical 
Supplies and Equipment, and Pharmaceuhcals 

PCommunzcatzons & In formahon Technology 

The GTN tracks opportunities m 60 sub-sectors, such as Computer Technology, Telecommunications Infrastructure, 
Education and Trammg 
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USAID procures the followmg 

Techn~cal Assistance Includes contracts for managenal and technical services m projects developed by USAID missions m 
collaboration with foreign host governments 

Commodities Includes equipment and supplies needed to fulfill USAID projects, as well as matenals provided through the 
USAID-funded commodity lnport programs 

Training Includes academic or professional trammg which is a part of the lrnplementation of USAID projects 

USAID ADVERTISED PROCUREMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

1) SOLICITATION CONTRACT PROPOSALS 

Commerce Business Dally (CBD) The CBD mcludes adverhsements for all USAID commodity procurement, 
technical assistance and tramlng contract opportunities with a value greater than $25,000, as well as other government 
procurement opportunities, contract awards, subcontractmg leads, and sales of surplus property Contact the U S 
Government Prmtmg Office at (202) 5 12-1 800 to subscnbe to the prmt version or the U S Department of Commerce 
at 1 (888) 293-6498 for a list companies marketing the electronic version The annual subscnption cost is $324 00 for 
first-class mail and $275 00 for second-class mail A SIX month tnal subscnption costs $162 00 for first-class mail, 
and $137 50 for second-class mail 

Procurement Information Bulletin (PIB) The PIB is a fiee bi-weekly USAID publicabon listmg USAID 
commod~ty procurement opportunibes Contact the USAID Office of Procurement at (202) 712-5060 / (202) 712- 
5 147 or fax (202) 216-3051 / (703) 875-1498 Examples of commodity procurement opportunities listed m the PIB 
mclude medical equipment and supplies, computers, laboratory equipment, and ut111ty vehicles 

Internet USAID procurement mformation is now avmlable on the Internet, mcludmg USAID announcements that 
are posted m the Commerce Busmess Daily and the Procurement Information Bulletm Interested organizations 
should use the followmg address 1) http //www mfo usaid gov, 2) FTP ftp mfo usaid gov, or 3) gopher 
gopher mfo usaid gov 

Emall You can subscnbe to the USAID listserv by sendmg the message subscnbe USAID-CBD-L your name to 
listproc@mfo usaid gov For example "Subscribe USAID-CBD-L John Smith" 

Congress~onal Presentation The Congressional Presentation provides a projected overview of USAID activities by 
country and region for the commg fiscal year The Fiscal Year 1998 USAID Congressional Presentation may be 
purchased ftom the National Technical Information Service at (703) 605-6000 or (800) 553-6847, or fax your order 
to (703) 321-8547, e-mail your request to orders@ntis fedworld gov The mam volume (PB 97 156 038) costs 
$47 00 paper and $19 50 microfiche, the summary tables (PB 97 156 087) cost $21 50 paper and $10 00 microfiche, 
the annex (PB 97 156 079) costs $47 00 paper and $19 50 microfiche Tlus document can also be accessed at the 
USAID Internet site 

Yellow Book The USAID Contracts and Grants and Cooperative Agreements with Universities, F m s  and Non- 
Profit Institutions for Fiscal Year 1998 or "Yellow Book" can be obtamed fiom the USAID Office of Procurement 
Contract Information Management System at telephone (202) 712-0899 

The Guide to Domg Busmess with USAID A Manual for U S Busmesses Includmg U S Small Busmess and 
Disadvantaged Enterpnses mcludes a general description of the organlzatlon of USAID and USAID procurement 
process Copies can obtamed by telephonmg the Office of Small and Disadvantaged Busmess Utilmbon at (202) 
712-1500 



2) TJNSOLICATED CONTRACT PROPOSALS 

USAID encourages the submission of unsolicited proposals which contribute new ideas consistent with and 
contnbutmg to the accomplishment of USAID's objectives However, the requirements for contractor resources are 
normally quite program specific, and thus widely vaned, and must be responsive to host country needs Further, 
USAID's projects are usually designed m collaboration with the host country These factors can lunit both the need 
for, and USAID's ability to use, unsolicited proposals Therefore, prospective offerors are encouraged to contact 
USAID techca l  personnel to d e t e m e  USAID's mission and needs as related to the offeror's proposal before 
prepamg and submittmg a formal unsolicited proposal 

Unsolicited proposals, withm the context of these guidelmes, refer to wntten offers of mterest resultmg m the award 
of a contract or acquisition award whereby goods and services are procured to meet an Agency requirement These 
guidelmes are not applicable to assistance mstruments, such as grants and cooperative agreements, where it is the 
mtent of USAID to support or mtensify the activities of mdependent organizations which contribute to USAID's 
foreign assistance goals and objectives For general lnformatlon and proposals for Grants and Cooperative 
Agreements, please contact the USAID office, geograph~c bureau or  Miss~on that would have techn~cal 
cognuance over the project 

The overall economic conditions m Latm Amenca and the Caribbean (LAC) unproved for 1996 and most of 1997 In 1996, 
low Inflation of approxunately 2 percent occurred m the more advanced economies, which enabled the central banks to 
malntam relatively low mterest rates This not only stimulated overall growth, but promoted exports fiom and capital mflows to 
LAC Net long-term pnvate capital mflows to LAC relat~vely stabillzed and mcreased to an estunated $74 billion m 1996, 
compared with $53 billion m 1995 Further economic reforms and stabilmhon, together with high international liquidity, laid 
the foundation for a gradual economic recovery from the financial crises of Argentma and Mexico, and creditworthmess m 
LAC unproved In addition, USAID has played a significant role m mcreasmg the standard of life m many developmg 
countries throughout the world Just withm the past decade, LAC has achieved remarkable results Accordmg to USAID's 
"Selected Economic and Social Data," USAID assisted m curbmg population growth from 2 0 percent to 1 6 percent, life 
expectancy rates have risen fiom 65 9 to 69 years, ferhlity rates have decrease on average from 3 7 to 3 0 children per family, 
and mfant mortality rates have fallen fiom 5 5 percent to 4 3 percent 

With the exception of 1995, GDP growth m most LAC countnes ranged between 3 percent and 4 percent per year smce 1987 
(3 6 percent m 1996, compared with 0 8 percent m 1995 most recently) Accordmg to the World Bank's Annual Report, this is 
"insufficient to p e m t  sustained progress on poverty reduction About a quarter of the region's people live on less than a dollar 
a day " Sustamable development m LAC can only begm to take place once governments 1 ) stabilize, control, and attam 
higher and less volatile growth, 2 ) unplement sustamable growth that is environmentally, economically, and socially sound, 
and 3 ) effectively mtegrate the poor mto the transformation of economies 

Restored economic growth and access to mternational capital returned once agam to Mexico and Argentma, but even though 
LAC has moved past the financial crises of 1994-95, the region still desperately faces contmumg development issues, mcludmg 
Immense poverty, mequality, and unemployment 

Southern Cone Reglon 
Argentma's GDP mcreased by 4 4 percent m 1996 after declmmg by 4 6 percent Paraguay's GDP edged up a modest 1 3 
percent, while Uruguay s grew 4 9 percent after a declme the previous year This reflected strong policy responses as well as 
strengthened economlc fundamentals resultmg from earlier reforms Chile, one of the earliest and most consistent reformers in 
LAC, had growth declme to 7 1 percent from 8 5 percent m 1995, but growth performance appears to remain strong Many 
other countnes, though, mcludmg Brazil, slowed Brazil's GDP grew by a mere 2 9 percent as the economy recovered fiom a 
mid-1 995 recession 

Andean Reg~on 
With the exception of Bolivia, economic growth m the Andean countnes was sluggish Bolivia's sound macroeconomic 
management and accelerated structural reforms provided a slight GDP growth increase of 3 9 percent In Colombia, the 
economy yielded a conservative 3 0 percent mcrease m response to a tightening of monetary policy to minunue mflationary 
pressures Growth also slowed m Peru, fiom 6 9 percent m 1995 to 2 8 percent m 1996 as monetary and fiscal policy tightened 
to control a growmg current account deficit The poorest country growth results, though, were fiom Venezuela With 



mpendmg economc and financial cnses, the economy contracted and the GDP declmed by 1 6 percent and Inflation topped 
100 percent In early 1997, however, stronger oil pnces contnbuted to a rebound m growth Growth m Ecuador was 
appromately 2 0 percent 

Mexlco, Canbbean, and Central Amenca 
Mexico restored GDP growth with an mcrease of 5 1 percent after a 6 2 percent decreased m 1995 This recovery enabled 
significant foreign dlrect mvestment to return once agam to Mexico, thus revitaluatmg overall market condihons In 1996, the 
Canbbean expenenced newly elected governments m ha it^, the Dommican Repubhc, and Sunname The Dormnican Republic 
and Guyana overcame thelr recent recession and grew at more than 5 percent, however, m Jamaica and Hati, difficult polit~cal 
reform programs have yet to provide results and growth was near zero Overall, the larger Canbbean countnes showed the 
1996 vanations to range fiom 0 5 percent m Jamaica and 2 8 percent m Tnn~dad and Tobago to 7 3 percent m the Dom~nlcan 
Republic The North Amencan Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and other regional trade agreements have yet to replace 
preferenbal trade programs (1 e , E U ) Growth m Central Amenca ranged fiom 0 9 percent m Costa hca ,  1 8 percent m 
Panama, 3 percent m El Salvador and Guatemala, and 3 4 percent m Honduras to 4 8 percent m Nicaragua 

Overall LAC Region 
Inflation contmued its downward trend m LAC, fi-om an average of 30 percent m 1995 to 23 percent m 1996 Fiscal deficits 
declmed &om an average of 4 percent m 1995 to 3 percent m 1996 There was a wide range of vanat~on, fiom a 7 percent fiscal 
surplus m Venezuela to a 6 percent deficit m Brazil 1996 LAC exports contmued to have strong growth at approxmately 13 
percent, reachmg $225 billion and LAC unports mcreased comparahvely to $217 billion 

Overall future prospects m LAC depend on an ever-stronger reliance on pnvate sector sustamable development to yield stable 
growth that can consistently compete m the global economy, create jobs, and mcrease per capita mcome LAC economic 
growth, though, contmues to face a number of lunitmg factors, which are pman ly  underdeveloped domestlc financial sectors 
and mffastructure Domeshc savmgs rates are gradually mcreasmg (an estmated 1 percent to 19 percent of GDP m 1996), but 
m companson, these levels are well below that of East Asia Secondly, the lack of capital for mvestment financmg contmue to 
pose problems On a positive note, mternational pnvate capital mflows firmly mcreased m response to the end of the financial 
cnses (approxmately 4 6 percent of regional GDP m 1996) This wl l  conbnue to play an mcreasmgly mportant financmg 
role m the future for not only Argentma and Mexlco, but also for the future of LAC 

Sources USAID s Latrn Amerzca and the Caribbean Selected Economzc and Soczal Data The World Bank 1997 Annual Report 
The Internatzonal Finance Corporatzon 1997 Annual Report The Inter-American Development Bank I997 Soczoeconomic Data 
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The lack of partlclpation of a major part of the population m the economic and democram systems presents a fundamental 
challenge to Latm Amencan and Canbbean (LAC) countnes, and also works agamst U S mterests It means that a potential 
market of close to 200 mill~on people cannot be dlrect consumers of U S goods and servlces unless thelr mcomes nse 

To meet this challenge, USAID has adopted a sustamable development strategy that mtegrates the elements determined to be 
most cntical for reducmg poverty m the long-run buildmg democracy, encouragmg broad-based economic growth, reducmg 
populahon growth and mproving health, and protectmg the environment Individual country programs are designed to balance 
activities that promote long-term, broad-based economic growth with those that drrectly benefit the poor 

Bulldlng Democracy 

Highly democratic countnes do a better job of creatmg a clmate of confidence and stability m mternational relations than 
undemocratic states or fiagile democracies They also provide mcreased opportunities for efficient pnvate enterprise and 
cooperate more effectively in resolving cross-border issues such as mternational health, narcotics, and immigration problems 

Stronger democracies in the region w~l l  lead to lower U S defense expenditures over the long-term Situations giving rise to 
U S military mvolvement m the region will be less fi-equent, and more of the costs of preservmg democracy will be shared 
Indeed, the results of recent progress in democracy buildmg m the region are already apparent The unified regional support 



for Haiti's elected president would not have occurred had the LAC reglon still been the domam of the generals rather than a 
community of states-except Cuba-with freely elected, civilian leaders 

USAID has been assistmg efforts to strengthen democracy m the LAC region for more than 15 years USAID's mpact is most 
clearly seen m unproved electoral systems and admmistration of just~ce 

15 of the 16-assisted countrtes m the region have held free and f a r  elections withm the last two years USAID 
assisted m establishmg modem electoral systems m nme of the USAID-assisted countnes 
1 1 USAID-assisted countries are mprovmg thelr systems for adrnmistenng justice with USAID help 

USAID programs have much to contribute m advancmg U S mterests by supportmg the efforts of LAC counmes to broaden 
and deepen democratic processes that m many cases remam very fragile 
Programs support 

Greater adherence to the mternationally recognized human nghts of mdividuals as persons, cituens, and workers, 
Efforts to deepen the practice of citizenship, and to strengthen civil society, and, 
"Good governance" to make governmental mstitutions more transparent, accountable, effective, decentralized, and 
accessible to citlzens 

Encouragmg Econom~c Growth 

The rapidly growmg trade between the United States and the LAC region has been made possible by the mcreasmgly 
successful efforts of LAC countnes to turn away fiom state-controlled, unport-subsbtution economic models toward market- 
oriented economic policies This transition has made the LAC region far stronger and more stable than it was d m g  the 
economic crisis of the early 1980s The Summit of the Amencas committed to conclude negotiation of the Free Trade Area of 
the Amencas by 2005, which would have been unthinkable had most LAC countnes not already opened thelr markets and 
restored sound economic management 

While credit for economic recovery m the LAC region must go pnmmly to the determmation of the people themselves, the 
mvestrnent by the United States m its foreign assistance program has contnbuted significantly 

In El Salvador, Honduras, and Panama, USAID supported economic policy reforms d m g  penods when the 
mternational financial Institutions (IFIs) suspended thelr activities 
The prunary school completion rate rose between 1989 and 1993 m all five LAC prunary education emphasis 
countries (El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, and Nicaragua) by an average of 1 percentage polnt per year 
In five countries (Bolivia, Honduras, Jamaca, Nicaragua, and Peru) small f m s  and microenterpnses, both 
agricultural and non-agncultural, unproved theu production and Income with USAID assistance 

USAID programs m the LAC region will contmue to advance U S mterests by dlrectly supportmg programs that address the 
Summit of the Amencas objectives of promotmg prospenty and eradicatmg poverty and discrunmation m the hemisphere The 
program gives pnonty to activities that 

Restructure public sectors to be more responsive to the needs of thelr populations, especially the urgent needs of the 
poor and other vulnerable groups, 
Broaden the base of economic growth to mclude the poor and thus reduce the risk that economic policy reforms will 
be reversed, 
Support LAC countnes' efforts to advance toward our vision of hemispheric free trade as key to prospenty, and, 
Ensure that all children benefit fiom quality pnrnary education 

Reduclng Population Growth and Improv~ng Health 

Efforts to build democracy, accelerate economic growth, and use natural resources m a sustamable way can be successful m the 
long run only if children are educated and families have access to prunary health services These demands can be met only if 
population growth is reduced Smaller families tend to produce children who are healthier, better educated, and earn more 
Fewer, more productive adults ultmately buy more U S goods and services and participate more m democratic processes 

For these reasons, U S Interests are served by contmumg to help LAC countnes reduce thelr population growth rates and 
mprove health A slowly growmg population benefits people m both the LAC region and the United States, and support the 
achievement of all our common objectives 

USAID programs are designed to 
Build on its successful child survival programs m the region to ensure contmued mpact, 



Support programs and policies that enable couples and mdivlduals to determme freely and responsibly the number and 
spacmg of theu children, 
Support programs and policies to enhance equitable access to decentralized and sustamable health services, 
Reduce human ~mmun~odeficiency v~rus (HIV) transmission by mcreasmg access to condoms, controllmg sexually 
transmitted Qseases, and promotmg safer sexual behavior, and, 
Support programs to reduce the unacceptably high maternal mortality m many LAC countries 

Protect~ng the Environment 

Economic growth m the LAC region has occurred at a high cost to the envuonment Contmued uneconomic exploitation of the 
envuonment and natural resource base will reduce future economic growth, raise health costs, and result m an Irreplaceable 
loss of natural resources and biodiversity 

Long-term U S mterests m helpmg the LAC countnes protect theu envuonment mclude ensunng a growmg market for our 
products through the econom~cally sustamable development of one of our largest markets, preservmg our own envuonment by 
helpmg LAC countnes contnbute less to global warmmg, and mamtammg biodiversity areas as sources for medicmes and the 
means to mcrease food produchon More specific mterests mclude reducmg pollution m border areas with Mexlco to mitigate 
negative effects m the United States, and creatmg effective envuonmental regulatory systems to even the playmg field for U S 
and LAC producers under the North Amencan Free Trade Agreement and the proposed FTAA 

USAID assistance has 
Brought 1,172,000 hectares of agricultural and forest land under modem management systems m SIX countnes 
(Guatemala, Honduras, Jamalca, Nicaragua, Panama, and Peru) through 1993, 
Improved the management of 55 parks contammg biological lversity of global significance, 
Helped Mexico toughen its envuonmental regulatory W e w o r k  for fiee trade, and, 
Assisted nme countnes to establish endowments that f h d  pnvate envuonmental achvities on a sustamable basls 

USAID supports programs whch 
Improve resources management for sustamable economic growth, parhcularly m natural forest management, marine 
ecosystems, and agriculture, 
Assist m the control, reduchon, and prevention of urban and Industrial polluhon, 

o Promote the development of sustamable and renewable energy sources and encourage conservation, unproved 
efficiency, pncmg reform, and pnvatlzatlon of the energy sector, 
Conserve biological diversity m the Arnencas, both terrestnal and manne, and, 
Strengthen and harmonue thelr envuonmental standards for accession to the FTAA, by supportmg the development of 
policies and mshtutions responsible for compliance with regulations and supporhng access to cleaner and 
envlronmentally fhendly technologies 

Combat~ng Drug Trafficlung 

Illicit drugs corrupt mstituhons and tear at the social fabric of the United States and almost all Latm Amencan and Canbbean 
countnes Too many people m the hemisphere rum thelr lives or suffer random violence because of illegal drugs and the 
ant~social behaviors they engender As part of its program to reduce drug use here, the U S Government has embarked on a 
comprehensive program to get countnes m the region to reduce the supply of drugs Other U S Agencies are helpmg Latm 
American governments to unprove law enforcement systems and educate cituens to the dangers of drugs USAID helps key 
source countnes to provide envuonmentally sound, economically sustamable alternatives to Illegal drug production, and to 
unprove the admmistration of jushce 
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*Development Assrstance @A) support programs armed at zmprovrng the economzc and socralwell bezng of developrng countrres By usrng an rntegrnted 
porifolro of actrvrtres armed at promotzng broad based and sustarnable economrc growth stabrlrzatron of populatron growth rates and zmproved health for 
chrldren and adults protectron of the envrronment and rncreased democratrc partrcrpatzon rn open governments USAID strNes to create the economzc and 
socral stabrbty needed for the next wave of U S  tradrngpartners to evolve and rncrease rts democratrc akes  around the world 

*PL 480 Tltle ZZ and ZZI Program- USAID s Food for Peace program (P L 480) provrde both humanrtarran andsustarnable development asststance m the 
form of U S  agrzcultural commodrtres In addrtron they also fund the farmer to farmer exchange program and a grant program to U S  prrvate voluntary 
organlzatzons and cooperatrves zmplernentrng P L 480 actrvrtres Although requested by the Department of Agrzculture Tztles U and III are admrnrstered by 
U W D  

Tzrle II provzdes resources to U S  prrvate voluntary organrzatzons and the World Food Program to mplement sustarnable development programs to zmprove 
the food securriy of needy people ezther by the drrect drstnbutron of agricultural commodrtres or the use of local currencres generated by the sale of these 
commodrtzes m the recrprent counby Tztle II also provzdes the vast mqorrty of U S food assrstance used to respond to emergenczes and dzsasters around the 
world 

Tztle LiIprovzdes counny to counby grants of agricultural commodrtres to zmprove food securzfy m the developzng counby and to promote agrrculturalpobq 
reforms that encourage foodproductzon These programs are trghtly targeted on the poorest most food de$crent countrres m the world 

*Economrc Support Fun& (ESQ advances economrc and polrhcal forergn polzcy rnterests of the Unrted States To the extent feaszble the use of ESF 
confonns to the basrc pohcy dzrectrons underlyzng USAIDs sustaznable development assrstance ESF can finance balance of payments and economrc 
stabzluafron program frequent& m a multr donor context ESFare used to support counrrzes m transrtron such as Hartr and Cambodza and to promote peace 
andstabzlrty m such countrres as Israel Egypt West Bank Gum Turkey Ireland and Cyprus 

*INCF-Intematronal Narcotrcs Control Fund 

(Source FY98 CP) 
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FY 1998 Program 
USAID supports sustamable development In Boliv~a under all five Agency goals Encouragmg broad based economic 
growth, Buildmg democracy, Stabil~zmg world populat~on growth and protectmg human health, Protectmg the 
envuonment, and Prov~dmg humanitanan asslstance In FY 1998, U S national mterest will contmue to be defined by 
the facts that Bolivla is the world's second largest producer of cocaJcocame, is strugglmg to develop ~ t s  democratic 
mstltutlons cons~stently threatened by the Illegal and corruptive drug trade, 1s one of the poorest countries m the 
hem~sphere, w~th  unacceptably hlgh mortality rates and debllltatmg malnutr~tion, and is home to some of the most 
mportant and b~olog~cally diverse natural resources on earth 

In support of these goals, USAID has adopted four mterrelated strategic objectives USAID's support for Improved 
effectiveness and access~bllity of democrat~c institutions and practices helps the GOB modernize and democratize key 
public sector lnstltutions and make them more accessible to all cit~zens, whlle combatmg the corrupting nature of the 
drug trade on the economy and political system Expandmg economlc opportunities and access by expandmg 
microfinancial services and promoting nontradit~onal exports helps generate employment and legal mcome for poor 
Bolivians To combat the illegal drug trade, USAID promotes licit agr~cultural production, mfrastmcture mvestments 
and market development activities, provides balance of payments support that lets the GOB free up resources to 
pursue compensated coca eradlcahon, and supports drug awareness programs To rnprove the health of the Bollvian 
population, USAID targets mothers and chlldren and help Bollvian mshtutions to lower fertility and space brrths, 
prov~de access to high-quahty pnmary health care, and promote maternal and child survival, which IS cmcal to the 
development of productive human cap~tal By focusmg on protectmg forests and thelr vital ecological funct~ons, 
USAID duectly addresses b~ological diversity and global warming, helpmg Bollvla to wisely manage its natural 
resource base that is crit~cal to long-term sustamable development 

Buzldzng Democracy 
The first munic~pal elections conducted under the new Popular Participat~on Law took place m December 1995, and 
newly elected officials took office a month later USAID prov~ded asslstance to the Nat~onal Electoral Court, which 
contributed to the success and transparency of these elections by trammg over 100,000 election officials The 
leglslatlve support services center currently provides blll draftmg, fiscal and budget analys~s, research, and outreach 
servlces to nme Congressional comrnlttees Under the Democrat~c Development and Clhzen Partlc~pation achvity 
USAID provides assistance to selected munic~pahties, enablmg them to develop and cany out thelr munlc~pal action 
plans m a participatory fashlon 

Judlclal reform 1s supported through USAID asslstance to the Mmistry of Justice Thls mcluded asslstance m the 
draftmg of a new code of crmmal procedures, which provides mechanisms to better ensure the protection of human 
rlghts and due process of law, a recently approved Assets Forfeiture regulatory decree, whlch streamlmes procedures 
for the seizure of illegally obtamed assets, and a law to crrnmal~ze money laundering USAID prov~ded assistance to 
the judicial t r a m g  school on teachlng methodolog~es, course content, and student selection process USAID will 
contmue to promote reform by tramlng key justice offic~als and supportmg the draftmg and promulgation of a 
regulatory framework At least 80 courts are pres~ded over by judges trained under USAID asslstance programs 

Encouragzng Broad-based Economcc Growth 
In support of the broader agency goals of encouragmg broad-based economlc growth and providmg human~tar~an 
assistance, the P L 480 T~tle I1 program prov~des local currency and food for work to Improve market access roads, 
watershed management, micro lrngatlon and basic sanitation m 59 rural provmces The food-for-work program 
provides temporary employment to 28,505 poor heads of households m the poorest rural towns and pen-urban areas of 



the country The Title I1 program offers agncultural extension and marketmg services and trammg to more than 
84,822 farm families m Bolivia's most food-msecure regions This agncultural program mcreases production of staple 
crops and Introduces vegetables and other high-value crops, whlch mcrease mcome and home consumption, 
mprovmg the families' food secunty 

In 1998, USAID-supported programs will contmue to help Bolivia conf?ont cribcal development challenges caused by 
severe poverty 70% of Bolivlan households and 94% of rural households are classified as poor, severely lackmg jobs 
and financial services USAID is supportmg expanded economlc opportunity and access through national programs to 
expand microfinancial services, promote nontradibonal exports, expand the domesbc markets, strengthen the financial 
sector, and assist m policy reform 

The alternative development program, which supports licit agncultural production and mvestments m mfiastructure 
and marketmg m coca-growmg areas, is key to combatmg the illicit coca and cocame mdustry m Bolivia In the 
Chapare coca-growmg areas, a recent survey shows that almost 75% of the total land under cultlvahon is m llcit crops, 
1 e three tunes as much land is dedicated to alternative crops as to coca In close coordmation with the Narcotics 
Affms Section of the U S Mission m Bolivia, USAID will contmue to expand licit actlvlties dlrectly llnked to 
voluntary coca eradication through the alternative development and balance of payments programs 

Stabrlrzrng World Populahon Growth and Protectmg Human Health 
Bolivia is one of the poorest countries m the hemisphere Poverty contributes to high mfant, chrld and maternal 
mortality rates, and dmlnlshes the family's ability to acquue and assmllate food Malnutrition is associated with four 
out of every five deaths of chlldren under five years of age To mprove family health, USAID targets Bolivian 
women and children and supports Boliwan efforts to lower fertility and space brrths, smce these affect the health 
status of mothers and chlldren and lower population growth 

A 50% mcrease m contracepime prevalence (fiom 12% to 18%) between 1989 and 1994, coupled with a 24% 
reduction m mfant mortality, demonstrate significant mprovement m the health of Bolivian women and children 
Important policy changes, especially the Popular Participation and Decentralization Laws, have prowded authonty 
and financmg to Bolivia's 3 1 1 newly created municipal~ties, enablmg them to contract pnvate-sector NGOs for h~gh- 
quality health care and family planmng 

Protectrng the Envrronment 
Boliwa's Immense natural resource endowment, very low populabon density, growmg commitment to sustainable 
resource use, and demonstrated achievements to date gives it a clear and Impressive global comparative advantage for 
USAID mvestments m conservmg b~oQversity and reducmg global w m g  

In 1996, many key results were achieved m envn-onmental protection More than 1 mllion hectares, an area larger 
than the state of Connecticut, of national parks were under sustamable management wlth biodiversity protection Two 
national parks, Amboro and Noel Kempff Mercado, graduated fiom the USAID-supported Parks m Pen1 program 
Workmg with the local Izoceiio peoples, USAID has begm work to msure the sustamable management of the new 
biologically-rich Chaco Park, an area the sue  of Costa h c a  Comprehensive regulations to the General Environmental 
Law were passed m 1995, establishmg tune specific lmits for alr and water pollution for the flrst tlme and providmg 
an mstltuhonal framework for enforcement National guidelmes for sustamable forest management were also 
developed 

The GOB passed the Forestry Law m 1996, with extenslve mvolvement of NGOs and other key stakeholder groups, 
and began work on enablmg legislation USAID will support the GOB'S efforts to mclude envuonrnental concerns m 
its programs for economic growth (e g , capitalization and popular participation ) Additional USAID fundmg to assist 
with the wlse stewardship of forests and then- biodiversity will be critical The GOB will also rely on USAID's help m 
followmg up on recommendations taken at the Hemispheric Summit on Sustamable Development and the 
Envuonment, hosted by Bollvia m December 1996, and m securmg the donor support necessary to mplement these 
achons 

Provrdcng Humanrtarran Asszstance 
The P L 480 Title I1 program is fully mtegrated mto the Mission's program P L 480 resources serve a dual function 
as humanitman assistance and support for USAID's expanded economic opportunity and mproved health strategic 
objectives 



FY 1998 Program 
The USAID program in 1998 will focus on contlnulng the phase-down of the Reproductive Health strategic 
objective, scheduled for completion in 2000 With the first phase of the AIDS prevention strategy completed 
successfully m 1997, 1998 wl l  mitiate the second phase, shifting the geographc focus of the program to the 
~rnpovenshed Northeast and to the heretofore undeserved populations of women and adolescents The 1998 
envuonment program will focus on activities m three ecosystems the Amazon, Atlantic Ram Forest, and 
PantanaVCerrado Withm this context, programs will be mitiated which fund applled research and extend already 
tested research m sustamable forestry to additional areas of the central and lower Amazon A second Parks-m-Pen1 
project will be Initiated m an area of southern Atlantic ram forest In addltion to USAID's three strategic objectives, 
three special objectives will be unplemented m FY 1998 At-ksk Youth and Adrnmistration of Justice, and Energy 
Efficiency and Renewable Energy 

Stabzltzzng World Populaizon Growth and Protectzng Human Health 
Population growth m Brazil has slowed substantially, reflectmg the rapid fertility declme that occurred between 1965 
and 1990 Accordmg to the USAID 1996 Demographic Health Survey, the total fertility rate is 2 5 children per 
reproductive aged woman, and modem method contracephve prevalence is 70 3% However, Northeastern Brazil, 
with a population of over 40 million (about 30% of the nahonal total) lags behmd the rest of the country m terms of 
soclal mdlcators, mcludmg mfant mortality, total fertility and contraceptive prevalence rates Accordmgly, USAID's 
population assistance resources are concentrated m Northeast Brazil, where the need to unprove quality and 
sustainability is greater because of the region's poverty, population pressures, and poor reproductive health indicators 

The results of the 1996 Demographic and Health Survey (DHS), which USAID was able to co-fund with other donors, 
documents the positive results of USAID's efforts m Braz~l Seventy percent of Brazilian families now have family 
planning services available Slnce 1992 the program has developed viable family plannmg programs m the two states 
of Ceara and Bahia, with the current focus on strengthenmg the quality of the services and e n s m g  sustamability 
Another major achievement is the successful commodities procurement organization established by the USAID 
program that is providmg high quality IUDs to the public and pnvate sector and wlll be self-fmancmg by 1998 The 
State Secretanat of Health of Bahia has assumed most of the local costs of the family plannmg services and the State 
Secretanat of Ceara is committed to the mtegration of the reproduchve health program withm its pnonty Safe 
Motherhood program 

Brazll has the second largest number of AIDS cases m the world and AIDS is the most senous public health problem 
m Brazil Over 82,000 cases of AIDS were reported by the Brazlllan Mmistry of Health between 1980 and May 1996, 
and more than 500,000 Brazilians are estunated to be mfected with HIV In 1985 the male-to-female ratio of reported 
AIDS cases was 28 1, while m 1995 the overall ratlo was 3 1, and almost half of all cases in 1994 were due to 
heterosexual contact This has significant unplications for women, traditionally under-served by prevention programs 
In Sao Paulo, AIDS is now the leadmg cause of death among reproductive aged women USAID AIDS prevention 
program has pioneered successful approaches m Brazil are bemg replicated by the Mmistry of Health (MOH) and 
World Bank nation-wide Interventions include usmg local NGOs to reach high risk groups, strengthenmg sexually 
transmitted diseases control services m the public health system, and peer counseling to facilitate behavior change 
The USAID contraceptive social marketing program mtroduced the first low cost product m the Brazilian market, and 
has generated an mcreased demand for the product and stimulated the ~ntroductioa of additional low priced condoms 
m the marketplace 

Protectzng the Envzronment & Energy Resources 
Brazil considered a major contributor to greenhouse gas emiss~ons because of deforestation and burnmg that take 
place extensively m the Amazon as well as the savanna (cerrado) zone By disseminatmg sustainable development 
alternatives throughout the Amazon region and reducmg the frequency of burnmg m the savannas, C02 emissions are 
reduced and biodiversity is conserved, while encouraging stable economic growth through a participatory, local-level 



approach USAID has taken the lead m Brml m attackmg these problems through innovative partnersh~ps between 
U S envuonmental pnvate voluntary organuations and Brmllan NGOs The USAID env~onmental program focuses 
on the protecbon and sustamable use of natural resources m Brazll's cntical regions for b~odiversity, mcludmg the 
Amazon (major focus), Atlantic Forest and Cerrado regions, and the reduct~on of greenhouse gas emlssions from 
deforestation 

USAID, through its local partners, has been successful m mfluencmg the des~gn of several components of the $260 
million World Bank Pilot Program to Conserve the Brmlian Ram Forest These partners have played an Important 
role m the redesign and change of envuonmental pollcies The World Wildlife Fund (WWF) has been mvolved m the 
redesign of the GOB'S National Protected Area Management System 

Energy Bravl is m o m g  rap~dly to modernize and open Brazll's $500 billion economy and major sectors such as 
energy, telecommunications, and transportation are soon to be pnvabzed and are of great mterest to U S firms Withm 
this context, the energy sector m Brazil 1s undergomg a dramatic transformation The estmated energy needs to 
sustam the mpressive economic growth are Immense and generatlon capacity is already below requuements, with 
brown-outs already occumng m major mdustnal areas of Sao Paulo At the same tme, publlc sector Investment is not 
only failmg to meet current and projected demand levels, but estmates are that mvestments on the order of $10 to $15 
billion will be requued by the year 2000 to meet nsmg demand USAID assistance is bemg prov~ded to mcrease 
envlronrnentally sound energy production and use m order to assure that tradibonal, unsustamable methods, which 
generate considerable amounts of greenhouse gases (GHG) are not used Smce August 1995, USAID has mplemented 
the Brml  Energy Program (BEP) which focuses on promotmg energy efficiency, promotmg the use of renewable 
energy sources (wmd, solar biomass), and mfluencmg the on-gomg energy sector reforms that will mcrease 
participation of the pnvate sector m the electricity sub-sector m Braz~l and create a more efficient system All these 
activities contnbute to the mitigation of global clmate change by elmmatmg and/or reducmg GHG emlssions fiom 
fossll and other fuels The BEP is part of the U S response to the presidentla1 agreements of the December 1994 
Summit of the Americas and helps identify and open busmess opportunities for the U S energy mdustry m the multi- 
bill~on energy market m Brazil The REPSO - Renewable Energy Project Support Ofice is laymg the groundwork for 
a $100 m~llion World BanklGEF renewable energy project m Brml  suited to both gnd-connected and prlvate off-gnd 
energy needs 

Buzldzng Democracy 
At-nsk Youth USAID's At-&sk Youth activlty mplemented by Partners of the Arnencas, addresses the cntical issues 
of human nghts and jusbce Through this actlvlty USAID provides assistance to children and youth at nsk of 
ill~teracy, delmquency, drug abuse, prostitution, and human nghts' violabons The roots of this problem m B r a 1  are 
Inter alia (1) large mcome distnbutlon mequalities, (2) marked regional dispanbes, with hlgher socio-economlc 
mdicators m the SouthlSoutheast region and extreme poverty m the North/Northeast region, (3) poor admmistration of 
the public educatlonal and health systems, and (4) the adoption of a punitive rather than rehabilitatlve juvenile justlce 
system USAID's strategy focuses on expandmg the capacity of governmental and non-governmental organlzations to 
provide services to at-nsk youth, mcludlng strengthenmg youth centers, local coalitions and regional servlce 
networks, trammg, documentation of educatlonal methodologies, and dlrect provision of services to at-nsk youth 
through legal assistance and market-onented vocational trammg programs 

Admmistration of Justice A modem, effective justice system m Brazil 1s mportant to reg~onal secunty and U S 
mterests, yet the legal system is antiquated, meffectual, and slow, little coordmabon exlsts between police and 
prosecutors m conductmg mvesbgations, and judges have very broad roles and expenence tremendous d~fficulty 
handlmg the large volume of cases At the same tlme crme and narcotics related violence is nsmg The Brazilian 
government has clearly mdicated its commitment to judicial reform and wants the United States as a partner Thus, the 
tmmg is nght for developmg a modest, focused admmistration of justlce program for Brazil 



Econom~c Growth 1 Populat~o nment I Democracy Ass~stance 'ra"/.'., " . , .. . p- 

FY 1998 Program 
USAID's strategy of recent years to help the Dommican Republic achieve broad-based, sustamable economic growth 
withm a democratic envlronrnent has been to work pnmanly with the NGO community The underlymg theme has 
been to foster and strengthen community empowerment and capacity to deal with development issues Followmg the 
1996 elections, the new thrust embodied m the country strategy will be to build strong, supportive relations with the 
new, reform-onented government to facilitate key political, economic, and social reforms, while usmg our 
connections with the NGO community to foster efficient lmkages between this community and the state mstitutions 
Such lmkages, especially those targetmg the poor for delivery of social services to maxmize the unpact of scarce 
resources, are the key to Improved equity and truly sustamable growth 

The pmcipal activihes mclude reform of the justice system, contmued civic education and mcreased support for 
popular participation m democratic processes, technical assistance for economic policy analysis and mplementation, 
an mnovahve program of skills development for workers and small and micro entrepreneurs, reproductive health 
services, HIVIAIDS prevention, pilot testmg of commercially-viable alternative energy models, and natural resource 
conservation 

Encouramna Broad-based Economzc Growth - - 
Recent Dommican experience demonstrates strong llnkages between macroeconomic performance and livmg 
standards of the poor Targeted activities to Improve these standards and alleviate or reduce poverty must complement 
long overdue policy reform measures In addition, mcome mequality and an unusually high deslre to emigrate make 
this objective highly relevant to U S mterests The microenterprise sector dccounts for about 23% of gross domestic 
product (GDP), &d provides employment for almost 30% of the economically active populahon In FY 1998, a 
USAID-sponsored small and micro busmess mstitute will begm operations, developmg busmess skills trammg, 
networkmg with NGOs to make services available to under-served areas, and buildmg the capacity to conduct 
contmumg operational research on the specific needs and achievements of the sector The FONDOMICRO project 
will close, leavmg the legacy of an mdependent small busmess bank to work alongside NGOs to service the credit 
needs of the small and microenterprise sector Pmary  school completion rates of 14% m the Dommican Republ~c are 
among the lowest m the world Achievements under USAID's standard-settmg pnmary education project, closmg m 
FY 1998, will be broadened to the natlonal level by a $90 mlllion project funded by the World Bank and the IDB 
USAID will also pursue a focused economic pollcy dialogue with the government and provide technical assistance to 
help strengthen the government's capacity for policy analysis and formulation as well as for more efficient use and 
better allocation of resources 

Stabzlzzrng Populatzon Growth and Protectzng Human Health 
The Government of the Dommican Republic (GODR) spends only 1 7% of GNP (or 14% of its budget) on health, well 
below world and Lam Amencan and Caribbean regional averages For FY 1998, USAID support will contmue to 
accelerate fertility declme m the Dommican Republic through further strengthenmg of NGO partners and llrnited 
technical assistance to the GODR Reproductive health mformation and services are targeted at the male population 
and adolescents, as well as at women of reproductive age m general, and are closely mtegrated with the rest of the 
pmary  health care program 

The Dommican Republic is a USAID AIDS prionty country Approxunately 250,000 Dommicans (3 5% of the 
population) were expected to be HIV positive by the end of 1995, accordmg to epidemiological projections, justifymg 
USAID's overarchmg priority to build national mstitutional and technical capacity to address AIDS issues, mcludmg 
substantial support by the pnvate sector Although HIVIAIDS is found throughout the social spectrum m the 
Dommican Republic, the poor and socially disadvantaged are bemg mfected at high rates To address this growmg 
problem, USAID will (1) expand its already successful program to conduct an effective public mformatlon campaign, 
especially targetmg adolescents, (2) educate and mobllize the private sector through workplace programs, (3) 



strengthen and expand the parhcipation of both public and pnvate sector organmtlons m HIV/AIDS and sexually 
transmitted disease (STD) prevenbon, and (4) develop the mfiastructure for greatly expanded diagnosis and treatment 

Buzldzng Democracy 
Establishmg an effective, funcbonmg democracy is critical to the future development of the Dommican Republic 
Civil society organmbons and a public better mformed of, and slulled m, the nature and pracbce of democratic values 
are the mamstay of such a system Notable grass roots activibes have been supported across the country to identify, 
advocate and enact change on a broad range of local and nabonal development pnonties USAID will contmue to 
support and strengthen broad-based, active parhclpation of clvil society, mcludmg Dommican NGOs, public mterest 
groups, labor unions, foundations, community organizations, and the general public m various aspects of political life, 
at the local and national level To ensure a sustamable national framework for participatory democracy, however, 
reform of key political mstitutions is essential In FY 1998, USAID will contmue mitiatives begun m FY 1997 to 
support public demand for enactment of judlcial reform measures stipulated by 1994 consbtutional amendments and 
to help the new government address cnbcal bottlenecks m both the civil and cnmmal legal systems Pnority reforms 
alm to mcrease the transparency and efficiency of the system and wlll lessen corruption, protect clvil nghts, and 
mprove the functionmg of the market economy Another pnonty is to consolidate the network of democracy acbon 
groups supported dumg the 1996 presidential election campaign to prepare for the 1998 legislative and municipal 
elections -- another step m this histonc democratic transition 

Envzronment M a n a d  for LonpTerm Sustaznabzlrty - - - 
The Dommican Republic is over-dependent on meficient and unreliable energy sources that pollute the envuonment 
and deplete the natkal resource base Up to 50% of government-owned and ;&acted elect& power production n 
often unavailable due to equipment failure or water shortages An estimated two million rural residents live beyond 
the reach of the power grid Fuewood and charcoal sbll constitute the pmcipal cookmg he1 m most rural households 
Cumng firewood is now considered the pmcipal cause of deforestation, resultmg m siltation of the hydropower 
reservous which provide about 35 % of the country's electrical power supply By demonstratmg how known 
technologies can exploit untapped alternative energy resources m a cost effective and commercially viable way, 
NGOs, cooperatives, community groups, and private busmesses can help dramatically to Improve power availability 
for the rural poor Solar power for community potable water and domestic lightmg systems, solar cookmg, heatmg and 
drymg ventures, pilot conservabon projects m cntical watersheds, one of which is already bemg replicated by the 
World Bank, and wmd energy and mmi-hydro pilot demonstrations for community electrification, are among the 
activities receivmg support under this strategic objecbve A number of United States energy firms have expressed 
mterest m expandmg theu markets and mvestments for renewable energy technologies m the Dommican Republic 
USAID is laymg the groundwork necessary to attract such mvestment It is USAID technical assistance has also been 
mslmmental m developmg a new energy law proposal and wlll assist m preparing mternatlonally accepted standards 
and norms to regulate the conventional energy sector Fundmg of this Strategic Objectwe will be completed m FY 
1997 
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FY 1998 Program 
The USAID program m Ecuador supports U S forelgn policy objectives through an mtegrated approach to help 
Ecuador achieve sustamable development Accordmgly, activities which encourage broad-based economic growth 
also mclude major emphasis on social and democratic policy reforms, microenterprise development, and productive 
acbvities for low-mcome groups Activities with NGOs focus on basic health, envuonmental protection, and support 
sustamable economic growth through greater economic opportunities to the poor There is a strong mter-relationship 
between famlly plannmg and health activities and USAID's economic growth and democracy objectives Activltles to 
mcrease access to the justice system for groups concerned with the long-term sustamabillty of theu envuonment 
(mcludmg the t rmmg of paralegals and mtroducmg alternative dispute-resolution mechanisms) are essential to 
achieve the results related to protectmg the envuonment 



Encouragzng Broad-Based Economzc Growth 
A high proportion of the population falls below the poverty lme Of the entrre population, 15% are m "extreme 
poverty'' wihout enough kcome to purchase even a mmunally nutritious diet Through FY 2000 USAID assistance is 
bemg provided to expand opportunities and participation by low-mcome groups m a growmg market economy by 
mcreasmg access to fmancial services by micro entrepreneurs, mcreasmg access by low-mcome groups to housmg 
solutions, and mcreasmg opportunities for low-mcome groups to receive donor fmancmg for productive activities and 
social mfiastructure USAID efforts also are dlrected toward promotmg policies which will mcrease the efficiency and 
competitiveness of the economy Specifically, these reforms should lead to more efficient mvestment m people and 
accession to free trade areas m the Amencas, while supporting the macroeconomic and structural adjustment 
programs of the IDB and the World Bank USAID's policy dialogue support and technical assistance are helpmg 
Ecuador to lnitiate social reforms m education, social security, health,and decentralization and to deepen economic 
reforms 

Economic stabilization, modemmtion, and constitutional reform contmue to be major political issues Fiscal austenty 
tempormly slowed growth and mcreased unemployment, while the rapid decreases m mflation obtamed fiom 1992 to 
1994 seemed to have leveled at 26% m 1996 Payment of Ecuador's debt comprises 40% of the GOE's 1997 budget 
Public sector unions oppose privatization of state-owned enterprises Strong opposition to modernization of the state 
withm the Ecuadonan Congress is evident At this critical pomt m the reform process, partner NGOs are workmg on 
buildmg consensus for reform by educatmg Ecuador's leaders through studies, semmars, and conferences, and through 
advocacy of reform legislation At this juncture, a broad-based consensus for reform is cnbcal Without it, the 
prospect for attammg the necessary changes m Ecuador's social and economic policy framework will be severely 
clrcurnscnbed, and Ecuador's prospects for attammg sustamable economic growth lunited 

Stabzlzzzng Populatzon Growth and Protectzng Human Health 
One of Ecuador's major challenges is to reduce rates of population growth, ferhlity and mortality Significant numbers 
of women, particularly m n~ral areas, do not have adequate mformation concernmg contraceptive methods, or they 
currently use mefficient contraception methods USAID activities mcrease the quality, access, and sustamability of 
family plannmg services m Ecuador, through (1) research and trammg, (2) social marketmg, communications, and 
awareness buildmg to expand service delivery of specific target groups whlch have high levels of unmet demand or 
are at high health nsk, and (3) mtroducbon of alternative approaches to mcrease cost recovery and fmancial 
sustalnabllity 

A 1994 nahonal survey mdicates that overall contracepttve prevalence mcreased fiom 53% m 1989 to 57% m 1994 
USAID was a major player m attammg these achievements, which have contributed to an Impressive, overall 
reduction m the population growth rate of around 3 5% m the late 1970s to 2 3% today 

Ecuador's health statist~cs are worse than those of most Latm American countries Lack of safe water and sanitation, 
the prevalence of mfectious and communicable diseases, and malnutrition are the most common causes of child death 
The prevalence of chronic malnutrit~on among children under five is 55% Large numbers of women still do not have 
access to adequate pre- and post-natal care 

As a result of reprogrammmg child survival resources, USAID is duectmg its efforts, through a vanety of innovative 
organizational delivery mechanisms, toward Improvmg the policy clmate for health reform and mcreasmg the 
provision of pmary  health care services by NGOs Policy studies to achieve reforms on fmancmg, resource 
allocabon, decentralization, targetmg of benefits, and mcreasmg pnvate sector provision of services, are carried out m 
close coordmabon with the World Bank, IDB and PAHO Smce the democratic transition USAID has engaged the 
new Mlnister of Health m understandmg the need for sector reform USAID has contmued to work m coordmation 
with the World Bank, the Inter-American Development Bank, and the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO) to 
brmg on stream major technical and fmancial resources to the sector reform effort 

Buzldzng Democracy 
Ecuador has a highly fragmented justice sector, with judicial respons~bilities divided among many entities These 
factors have resulted m a senously mefficient and delayed adrnmistration of justice Nevertheless, the justice sector is 
one m which democratic mstitutions can be strengthened and where lmited resources can make a difference and lead 
to major reform while mcreasmg other donor assistance 



Followmg technical assistance and analys~s provided by USAID, the President issued a decree which created the 
Coordmat~on Unit for Ecuadonan Judicial Reform, the first enbty m the Ecuadonan hlstory charged with coordmatmg 
donor support and mplementmg reform efforts for the justlce sector as a whole This unit will be the national 
counterpart for all mternat~onal msbtubons workmg m the sector CLD, an Ecuadonan partner NGO, has contmued to 
actively promote publlc understandmg of and support for judicial reform m Ecuador Given the pressmg need for 
greater access to the justice sector, and civil society and antl-corrupbon acbvlties, USAID has declded to widen the 
scope of its democracy program to mclude strengthenmg of civll society organmtions m order to mprove civil 
society partxipabon m the democratic process and promote better governance and transparency m govemment 

Protectzng the Envzronment 
Ecuador faces an urgent challenge m protectmg the envuonment It has one of the world's nchest sources of 
biodiversity, it also has one of the hlghest urban growth rates m Latm Amenca Envuonmental protection 1s 
mextncably llnked with the welfare of Ecuadonans m general, but especially its poor Ecuadonan poor are the first to 
suffer the effects of environmental degradation, they are more llkely to dm& contammated water and food, breath 
poisoned alr, lose sources of food and medicmes due to deforestabon, and suffer unemployment as jobs based on 
shnnlung natural resources dlsappear 

USAID's environment and natural resources activibes focus on assistmg Ecuador to protect and manage its 
envuonmental and natural resources so that they wlll benefit the country's poor The program balances policy and 
field activltles mprovmg natural resource management, conservmg biodiversity, and municipal envuonmental 
management, and pollution prevention The National Envuonmental Action Plan (NEAP), financed by USAID has 
provided Ecuador with a nabonal environmental blueprint that now needs to be mplemented through such 
mechanisms as standard~zed environmental analys~s procedures and a Nat~onal Envuonmental Fund Another 
principal policy focus that has received USAID/Ecuador support has been the buildmg of consensus to protect the 
Galhpagos Islands and their surroundmg ocean and translate that consensus mto an effecbve law and its regulations 
USAIDEcuador a also supporhng system to mvest water user fees from Quito res~dents to protect the ecological 
reserve which is the source of water 

USAIDEcuador supports field activities, complementmg these policy mibatives, that share United States technical 
knowledge with Ecuadonans The O~kos Corporabon, for example, provides technical assistance to Ecuadonan 
mdustnes to reduce both pollution and operatmg costs The Charles Darwm Foundabon provides technical trammg to 
Galapagos fishermen and assistance to Galhpagos municipalities m solid waste recyclmg CARE provides technical 
assistance for land Mlmg and natural forest management m the ram forests on the edges of the Cotacachl-Cayapas 
Ecological Reserve on the northwest coast Satellite magery has been used to complete the dellmitat~on of communal 
lands and reserve boundaries m order to complete and mplement the area's land-use management plans The Nature 
Conservancy supports the development of alternative sources of mcome m and around the Cayambe-Coca Ecological 
Reserve to the west of Quito 

Both policy and field activities have a common a m  to assist Ecuador to develop sustamable systems for usmg ~ t s  
environment and natural resources for the benefit of all its citlzens The plvnary constramt to ach~evmg results m this 
sector is the magnitude of the problem of envuonmental degradation and the complexity of mterests which mvolve 
rural and poor mdigenous groups, mdustnes such as petroleum, tounsm, transportation, and loggmg, and urban 
residents The GOES weak mplementation of policy reforms and laws already approved is also a significant 
constramt Ecuador's mportant positlon with regard to conservabon of biological diversity and the preservation of 
natural resources argues strongly for contmued support over the longer term 

FY 1998 Program 
In FY 1998, USAID will enter the second year of mplementation of its new SIX-year strategy for assistance to El 
Salvador The goal of this strategy is sustamable development and democracy This goal reflects the Agency's 
mission of sustamable development while emphasizmg the Importance of democracy to El Salvador's future 
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Achievement of this goal, an objecbve beyond the tune frame of the current strategy, depends on the consolidation of 
peace and the alleviation of poverty 

Encouragzng Broad-Based Economzc Growth 
Unbl 1996, the emphasis of USAID's support for economic growth m El Salvador was at the macroeconomic level 
The achievements have been unpressive However, while this approach did result m lower poverty rates, the lmpact 
was more pronounced m the urban areas Under the new six-year strategy, activ~ties are bemg focused on expandmg 
access and opportunity for rural families m poverty to participate m and benefit fi-om El Salvador's growmg economy 
To achieve this, and thereby mcrease rural mcomes, USAID is pursumg four targets 

o Better educated rural residents (with an emphasis on basic education) 
Expanded equitable access to fmancial, technical and marketmg services by the rural poor 
Better rural productive mfrastructure 
Economic policy envuonment supportmg greater equity 

This objective builds on the successes and m some cases contmues activities mibated under the war-to-peace 
transition program USAID will play only a mmor role m the provision of new mfrastructure, relymg on other donors 
and mternational banks to take the lead m that area In addition, USAID will monitor other donor activities to Improve 
the use of land 

Buzldzng Democraczes 
USAID's support for reforms m the judiclal sector, free and fau elections, polibcal and adrnmistrative decentralization 
and strengthenmg of the legislature has been behmd many of the positive mprovements m El Salvador's growmg 
democratic tradition USAID's current democracy strategic objective will deepen the democrabc process m El 
Salvador by focusmg on developmg more mclusive and effective democratic processes This will be accomplished by 
promotmg mcreased citizen awareness and participation m democratic processes, while contmumg to strengthen key 
mstitutions Activities are focused on achievmg 

Improved opportunity for better mformed electoral decisions 
Increased access to enhanced lega~judlcial protection 
Increased participabon m strengthened local governments 
Improved and more transparent GOES management of fmancial resources 

Stabzlzzzng Populatzon and Protecting Human Health 
USAID has actively supported programs to lmprove the health status of Salvadorans and to stabilize population 
growth m El Salvador for decades D u n g  that tme, mdicators of health status and population growth have unproved 
steadily By the beglnnmg of the current SIX-year strategy, USAID was fmancmg, through a network of 18 NGOs, the 
provision of health services to 440,000 people Under the current strategy, USAID is expandmg the coverage of health 
services, especially for women and children, and seekmg mechanisms for greater sustamability, thereby reduc~ng the 
dependency of recipients on donor fundmg levels This objective is bemg reallzed through achievement of 

More use of appropriate child surv~val practices and services 
o Increased use of appropriate reproductive health practices and services 

Enhanced policy envuonment to support sustamabil~ty of child survival and reproductive health programs 

Protectzng the Envzronrnent 
USAID's mvolvement m El Salvador's envuonment sector a relatively recent, m companson to the other strategic 
objectives Nonetheless, USAID is by far the major donor supportmg activities to address the severe envuonmental 
problems facmg the country USAID recognizes that envuonmental pollution and poor natural resources management 
are key factors m the achievement of the other strategic objectives, and theu mitigat~on is cntical for alleviatmg 
poverty and consolidatmg the peace process Given the llrnited resources avalable for activities m this area, USAID is 
pursumg a strategy to catalyze Salvadoran and other donor mterest m addressmg envuonmental issues This is bemg 
done through 

Increased awareness of the lmportance of envuonmental issues 



Increased knowledge of envu-onmentally sound technologies and pracaces 

FY 1998 Program 
The range of development actlvibes supported by USAID has been contmually refined and reduced to focus on four 
pmcipal areas democrabc development, Improved health, broad-based economic growth and poverty reduction, and 
sustamable natural resource management Geographically, our programs are targeted on the departments comprismg 
Guatemala's belt of extreme poverty, which 1s largely mdigenous, and the areas most affected by the 36 year conflict 
In addition, smce 1995 USAID has developed &itlatives t o  support mplementabon of the peace ~ccords ,  and this 
objecbve consbtutes the pnmary focus of o& program m FY 98 

Buzldrng Democracy 
USAID/Guatemalals Strategic Objecbve of The Creatlon of a More Effecbve and Participatory Democracy addresses 
both the issues of who participates m the political process, and the quality of services provlded by government 
agencles The focus is on expandmg access to polincal and soclal mstitubons for the mdigenous majonty, and a s s m g  
greater responsiveness by those institutions The mplications of the Peace Accords for better governance and the 
democratmition of Guatemala are profound The Accords not only Identify pnonty tasks for the short term m creatmg 
a new Guatemalan state, but they spell out a development plan for the next quarter century They are the best smgle 
mdicator of "what Guatemala wants" and provlde the framework for USAID's mterventions m this sector, which are 
charactenzed by a set of four program pnonties 1) a more effective, accessible c m m a l  justlce system, 2) greater 
respect for human nghts, 3) greater cituen participation m political processes, and 4) a strengthened, more responsive 
Congress 

Stabzlzzrng World Populatron Growth and Protectzng Human Health 
At the current rate of 2 9% growth per year, Guatemala's populabon 1s expected to double m about 20 years This wlll 
make the task of achievmg self sustammg economic and social development more difficult USAID's strategy for this 
sector emphasues the delivery of culturally sensitive, high quality, maternal-chlld health (MCH) and family plannmg 
services, especially m poor and formerly conflictive areas Worlung through the Mmlstry of Health and several U S 
and local nongovernmental organuations (NGOs), the program focuses on promotmg appropnate family household 
practices as well as mprovmg the quality of servlces provlded by voluntary community health workers, nurses and 
phys~cians Our goal is to mprove overall health mdlcators, especially mfant and maternal mortality, reduce overall 
fertility levels, and mprove the quallty and availability of baslc services to rural populations 

Due to sustamed USAID and other donor support between 1987 and 1995, the mfant mortality rates dropped fiom 74 
to 51 (per 1,000 llve births) and child mortality rates declme f7om 109 to 68 (per thousand) The total fertility rate 
decreased fiom 5 4 to 5 1, and the contraceptive prevalence rate mcreased fiom 23% to 3 1% durmg this same penod 
The woefully low vaccmation coverage of only 5% m 1985 mcreased to 42% m 1995 -- sbll a far cry fiom the 80% 
target Almost one-fourth of acute diarrheal diseases m children under five are treated with oral rehydratlon therapy 
USAID's program to reduce maternal mortality is now fully operational m four departments (states) with cntical need 
This successful program is bemg replicated by another donors m four additional departments The USAID program to 
reduce childhood deaths fiom pneumonia is focused on eight departments where the need is greatest 

Protectzng the Envrronment 
The number of people livmg m extreme poverty m Guatemala is growmg, due m part to the rapid degradation of the 
natural resource base fiom which 80% of the population denve mcome USAID enwonmental activities are designed 
to promote more sustamable mcome generatmg practices, support policy reform to provide greater mcentlves for 



sustamable land use and conservation of biodiversity, and strengthen key mstitutions to play more effective and 
sustamable roles m support of environmentally sound management of natural resources 

USAID has been the lead donor m this field m Guatemala over the past decade and has been successful m llnkmg 
conservation and development through the biosphere concept Specifically, withm the Maya Biosphere Reserve, over 
4,000 km2 of natural forest cover has been saved from deforestation and conversion to unsustamable uses 
Throughout Guatemala, over 12,000 families have adopted more sustamable land use practices and mcome strategies, 
mcludmg small-farmer coffee production and processmg, unproved hillside agriculture, agro-forestry, ecotourism and 
environmentally sound related enterprises USAID activibes have had a significant unpact to date on mcreasmg the 
understandmg of the vital llnk between management of the natural resource base and the economic well-bemg of the 
poorest families m Guatemala 

Encouragzng Broad-based Economzc Growth 
The Peace Accords signed between the Government of Guatemala (GOG) and the guerrilla leadership commit the 
Guatemalan society for the first tune to programs targetmg endemic poverty and social, economic and political 
mequality m Guatemala Seventy-five percent of Guatemalans live m poverty, and 50% live m extreme poverty 
USAID's strategy to address this issue is three fold mcreasmg short-term food security for those most at nsk, 
mcreasmg access to credit, trammg and markets as a medium-term effort to mcrease economic opportunity, and 
enhancmg Guatemalan capacity to unprove quality and coverage of mtercultural and bilmgual educabon m order to 
address the long-term bamer to access to opportunity 

Provzdzng Humanztarzan Assrstance 
The United States has been a principal player m all donor coordmation efforts surroundmg the Guatemalan peace 
process The proposed program m support of the full and effective mplementahon of the fmal Peace Accords signed 
on December 29, 1996, builds on USAID's earlier support for the mtenm peace accords as they were bemg negotiated 
one by one USAID has developed a multi-year assistance package to support the fmal Peace Accords and build public 
confidence m the GOG's ability to deliver on the commitments made m the agreements Immediate needs mclude 
demobilization and remsertion of ex-combatants mto the economy, economic revitalization of ex-conflictive zones 
(through efforts m human capacity development as well as unproved access to credit, technical assistance and 
unproved mfrastructure) and modernization of the state, designed to facilitate GOG unplementation of high- Impact 
peace accord commitments 

In assistmg Guatemala m its transition to peace and sustamable development, the United States will be promotmg our 
mterests m seemg a peaceful, prosperous Central Arnenca While such special support is politically and economically 
necessary, virtually all USAID programs will be llnked to the mplementation of the Peace Accords which lay out 
both short-term priorities and a long-term development plan for Guatemala 
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FY 1998 Program 
Until relatively recently, the U S had lmited economic or strategic mterest m Guyana due to its authoritarian 
government i d  closed economic system The return to a free market economy, however, represents an opportunity 
for mcreased mvestment, particularly m view of Guyana's tremendous natural resource base, its political stability, low 
wage structure, and strategic geographic posltion between the Americas and the Canbbean In response to the 
government's willmgness to liberalize the economy, foreign mvestment, mcludmg from the U S , mcreased 
significantly followmg the adoption of the economic recovery program Investment has noticeably leveled off m the 
last two years as mvestors wait for a more coherent statement of government mvestment policies and further 
mprovement of the economic mfi-astructure 



USAID development assistance concentrates on stmulamg economic growth and strengthenmg democrabc 
mshtutions, and broadenmg participahon m both In both the economic and political arenas, the key is broad-based 
parhcipation With lmited fundmg, USAID fills cntical gaps m assistance from other donors to develop and 
unplement economic, judicial, and governance policies which broaden parhcipahon USAID plays the lead role m 
coordmatmg and plannmg economic reform, and is the major donor m strengthenmg democracy (mcludmg the 
aclmlnistration of justice) In view of current fundmg constramts, further reductions would result m USAID 
termmatmg assistance m one of the two areas 

Encouragzng Broad-based Economzc Growth 
The GOG has mdicated commitment to fostermg pnvate sector-led growth but it lacks the requisite policies, 
expenence, and mstitutional structures Lack of mplementation capacity to most effechvely use national and donor 
resources is also a major constramt Although significant economic progress has occurred, it has not been equitable, 
approxunately 35% - 40% of the population is livmg below the poverty level USAID has one strategic objective 
respondmg to thls goal 

The USAID program addresses the pnmary constramts of poor GOG program mplementatlon capacity and an 
madequate enabllng environment for pnvate sector growth The objecbve also seeks to ensure that the Impact of an 
unproved economy more equrtably benefits all social classes As a result of USAID assistance, bottlenecks m 
mplementmg development programs, economic reforms and creabng a busmess environment conducive to pnvate 
mvestment have been identified and are bemg addressed The lrnplementation ratio of the Public Sector Investment 
Program mcreased from approxmately 81% to over 90% between 1995 and 1996, the GOG now consults with a 
pnvate sector umbrella body on a monthly basis to identify and address issues, and the number of loans bemg made to 
microenterpses is growmg USAID assistance also enabled the GOG to formulate its first comprehensive national 
development strategy m over 30 years 

Buzldmg Democracy 
By conductmg free and fan national and local elecaons, Guyana took the first steps toward democracy However, its 
socialist past, extreme poverty, and ethnic tensions threaten progress made A severely detenorated judicial system 
has also eroded confidence m the law bemg the basis for the resolution of disputes, the protecbon of personal and 
property rights, and protection from arbitrary acts of government USAID has one strategic objechve which responds 
to this goal 

Activities m this area are mtended to promote due process and the rule of law, mprove the efficiency and 
effectiveness of the judicial system, encourage good governance through mcreasmg transparency and accountability, 
and develop civil society through civic education and support for advocacy non-governmental organizations (NGOs) 
Excellent progress is bemg made m justice Improvement USAID assistance focuses on mfrastructure, access to law, 
court management, and trammg The outlook for sustamed progress is very good due to strong public and pnvate 
sector support USAID assistance m democracy also focuses on electoral management support, short-term trammg 
for locally elected representatives, establishment of a parliamentary library, and mstituhonal strengthenmg of 
advocacy NGOs 

FY 1998 Program 
U S objectives for Haiti will support the development of durable democratic mstitutions, promote political stability, 
and foster economic recovery The FY 1998 program will support a long-term sustamable development strategy for 



Haiti This strategy will address poverty and unprove basic social services, rebuild and reduect the public sector, 
extend governance, and lay the groundwork for sustamable growth The program will mclude contmued support to 
judicial reform, assistance m agriculture and natural resources management activities already reflected m the existmg 
Hati program It will mcorporate a more developmentally-targeted nutrition program and mamtam a focused 
health/family plannmg program The strategy will encourage greater decentralization efforts and, through civil service 
reform, assist the GOH to defme a new role for government It will encourage greater mvestment and overall private 
sector growth as well as mcreased pnvate sector participation m the management and ownership of state-owned 
enterprises Expected achievements mclude a visibly functionmg justice system, heightened security, a public sector 
that can effechvely address social concerns and help create an environment for pnvate sector-led growth, an unproved 
education sector which mcludes standards for curriculum and teachers, and targeted assistance for nahon-buildmg 
The political objechve of U S assistance is "democratization" and the economic objective is self sustammg growth 
that, among other thmgs, produces jobs for a growmg population and does not further degrade the envuonment 

Buzldzng Democracy 
Buildmg strong, hct ionmg democratic msatutions m Haiti IS critical to the country's long-term development 
Wlthout such mstitutions, the country will not be able to provide a stable envuonment m which civil society and 
economic development can thnve While some elements can be carned out with the help of non-governmental 
organizations, much assistance must duectly mvolve the GOH USAIDhIaiti's democracy programs cover five areas 
civil society, parliament, elections, local govemment and admmistration of justice The civil society component is 
developmg ways to foster dialogue and action with the Government of Haiti (GOH) on major issues of the day The 
followmg examples illustrate USAID's emphasis on helpmg democratic structures serve the needs of Haiti's citizens 

r Smce June 1995, model prosecutors' offices have been established m 6 out of Haiti's 15 jurisdictions to 
process cases more efficiently, and thereby radically reducmg court backlogs, 
Legal defense services are bemg provided to mdigent detamees who would otherwise not be able to 
afford an attorney Between January and August 1996, this resulted m the closmg of 1,953 cases, 
Parliamentary committees have utillzed technical assistance to deal more effecbvely with issues m the 
areas of budget analys~s, decentralization and the draftmg of a parliamentary career law, 
An electoral procedures manual has been prepared, mcludmg all required legal forms necessary for all 
levels of elechons, and a civic education and trammg curriculum for the terntorial assembly elections is 
m place, and 
Local govemment officials have mcreasmgly engaged m dialogue with community groups, many for the 
first tune, to establish and prioritize local needs and to facilitate public/private sector partnerships m the 
produchon of local public goods and services To date, almost half of all municipal governments have 
consulted theu constituents and submitted site profiles and a list of pnonty needs for program support 

Encouragzng Broad-based Economzc Growth and Protectzng the Envzronment 
Haiti's fledglmg democracy cannot be sustamed m the absence of economic growth, unproved social, productive and 
mstitutional mfiastructure, and access to opportunities for Haiti's poor USAID's objective is to lmprove the enablmg 
envuonment, mcrease availability of credit, enable Haitians to obtam meanmgful employment and promote viable and 
environmentally sound agricultural and reforestation ventures Underlymg this element of USAID/Haiti's strategy is 
the basic premise that poverty dnves Haiti's deforestation and other envuonmental destruction more than any other 
factor, and that jobs and mcome opportunities (along with family plannmg) provide the key to reducmg poverty and 
mcreasmg accessibility to food Creatmg jobs require makmg an mvestment -- m a secure environment, m 
mfiastructure, m human capital (through trammg) or m mcreased productive capacity In 1996, USAID's efforts have 
resulted m draft mvestment and commercial laws, now under review, based on an enhanced dialogue between the 
pnvate sector and the government USAID has mcreased the availability of credit to labor-mtensive agro-mdustry and 
small and micro-enterpnses USAID is also buildmg on the successful coffee export program, mobillzmg other 
farmers and entrepreneurs to enter other horticultural and artisanal export markets 

The economic challenge is exacerbated by the extreme degradation of Haiti's resource base and envuonment Haiti 
has now less than 1 4% forest cover, with 80% of the national watersheds are severely degraded and 15,000 acres of 
arable land eroded annually Under the Agriculturally Sustamable Systems for Envuonmental Transformation 
(ASSET) Program, USAID will support community-managed renewable hillside fuel wood ventures m key 
watersheds and urban waste management efforts m Cite Soleil and m Gonaives Fmally, under the Mission's Food 
Security Program, USAID is puttmg mto full operation with the GOH a national area sample fiame based agricultural 



and food secunty data collection system which will provide the basis for unproved public and pnvate decision 
makmg 

In education USAID will focus on mprovmg the quality of pnmary educabon, to reduce the 16 years it takes the 
average Haitian chlld to complete the SIX year prunary school cycle USAID's efforts m education have already 
decreased the prmary school repetition rate m the majonty of Haiti's pnvate schools from 32% to 25% while prmary 
school enrollment has more than doubled to about 75% of the school-age population In FY 1997 and 1998, the new 
Education 2004 program will enable USAID to work dlrectly with 240,000 children by enhancmg the quality and 
availability of textbooks and by trammg teachers and admmistrators 

Stabzlzzzng World Populatzon and Proiecizng Human Health 
Two of Haiti's most pernicious public health problems which aggravate all others are high fertility and the magnitude 
of both chronic and acute malnutntion Slowmg the population growth rate through a comprehensive program of 
family plannmg is one of the most cost effective health and nutribon programs available to significantly mprove the 
quality of life for the majonty of unpovenshed Haitians Equally Important 1s attackmg the problem of malnutntion 
which afflicts nearly 50% of Haitian children m some form and is an absolute muedment to further murovements m 
health status ~ffective nutntion programs must mclude a comprehensive of health services which will 
mclude food a d  m many mstances, our a m  is to reduce the disease burden of young children and provides adequate 
nutntion for vulnerable communities from the tune of conception through at least three years of age 

Thus far USAID's populabon, and nutntion programs have contnbuted to a 25% reduction m ferhlity between 1987 to 
1994, and a declme m the prevalence of chronic malnutntion, from 33 9% m 1990 to 31 9% m 1994 This progress, 
mpressive given the dramabc polltical upheaval of the past few years, still leaves Halt1 among the countries with the 
highest fertility and malnutntion levels 

Provldmg Humanztarzan Asszstance 
The Feedmg and Food for Development programs are mtegrated mto the Mission's development portfolio Resources 
provlded through these two programs dlrectly support USAID's economic growth and health/nutntion/education 
objecbves A small general relief program, which provides food assistance to orphans, elderly, TB pabents and AIDS 
victuns, continues and is slated for complete phase-out at the end of FY 1998 

PL 480 Title I1 100% 
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F?' 1998 Program 
USAID's four strategic objectives for Honduras align with overall agency goals and dlrectly address Honduras' maln 
development challenges Furthermore, they support key U S mterests m the areas of democratmition and protection 
of human rights, broad-based economic growth, which is reducmg the stunulus for illegal migration as well as 
unprovmg the clunate for U S trade and mvestment, and reduction of global threats from overpopulation, the spread 
of HIVIAIDS, and environmental destruction 

In addihon to U S mterests and agency goals, USAID's strategic priorities m Honduras are shaped by sector needs, 
opportunities, and potenbal for achievmg sustamable results Top pnonty is glven to unproved democratic processes 
and broad-based economlc growth, two areas m which the GOH has shown deep commitment by undertakmg 
significant reforms Continued budget cuts threaten cancellahon of environmental strategy activities, substantial 
declmes m economic growth programs, and delay of results m health, family plannmg, judlclal reform, and other 
democratic mibatives 



Encouragzng Broad-based Economzc Growth 
A robust economy and sound policy framework are necessary, but not sufficient, to ensure that lower-mcome groups 
will benefit fiom economic growth Policy reforms to enhance mcentives and reduce barners to particlpabon 
combmed with access to land, credit, technology, markets, and basic education, is essential to break the poverty cycle 
and enable all Hondurans to achieve theu full economlc potential Widespread achievement of this potential w~l l  
stmulate broad-based economic growth The USAID strategy to alleviate poverty, which works through partnerships 
with NGOs and the GOH, has three components (1) expandmg access and lmprovmg the funct~onmg of markets 
through policy reforms, land titlmg, and privatlzmg state-owned enterprises, (2) empowering the poor by providmg 
technical assistance and credit to small farmers, rural farmer-owned busmesses, mlcroenterpnses, and small 
busmesses, and (3) mvestmg m people by lmprovmg basic education and trammg programs for low-mcome groups 
With USAID assistance, m the fust nme months of 1996 the GOH issued 25,509 land titles, a quarter to women, 
compared to 9,463 m 1995 The success of the small and microenterpnse lendmg program is evidenced by contmued 
strong demand, over 32,000 loans m 1995 and prompt repayment by borrowers The more than 30,000 graduates of 
USAID-assisted NGO and GOH vocational trammg programs, 35% of whom are women, are now employed with 
mcomes mcreased by some $1,000 annually While these recent results are encouragmg, achievement of self- 
sustammg, broad-based economic growth and poverty alleviation m Honduras will requue strong sustamed GOH 
commitment to mplement reforms and programs, contmued fmancmg for major NGO activities, strong financial 
support fiom USAID and other donors, and control of mflation 

Protectzng the Envzronment 
Exploitation of forests and soils w~thout regard to sustamabillty is already affectmg the lives of Hondurans, as 
dramatically illustrated by the 1994-95 electricity cnsis The GOH agrees that sustamable growth of agncultural and 
t~mber production and mamtenance of water supplies depend on envuonmental protection W~th USAID assistance, 
the GOH IS establishmg the basic legal framework for haltmg natural resources degradation USAID's strategy for 
Honduras has three elements (1) partnemg with the GOH forestry agency and NGOs to nnplement sound forest- 
management pollcies and practices, (2) workmg with CARE, local NGOs, Peace Corps, and the GOH to encourage 
adoption of hillside farm practices that both mcrease farm mcomes and better protect soil and other natural resources 
and (3) assistmg NGOs and the GOH to lmprove management of Honduras' protected areas Results mclude an 
mcrease m effect~vely managed forest area from zero m 1989, to over one million acres m 1996 The number of 
hills~de farmers usmg envuonmentally sound cultivat~on practices mcreased from 16,000 m 1993 to 28,000 m 1996 
These farmers Increased theu annual productivity by 30% and theu on-farm mcomes by 50% wh~le reducmg annual 
soil erosron loses by 3 6 mlllion tons 

Stabzlzzzng Populatzon Growth and Protectzng Human Health 
Stabil~zmg population growth and protectmg human health is vital to the well-bemg of Honduras, a poor country 
strugglmg to address the needs of a population growmg at 2 7% per year USAID's strategic objective supporting this 
goal focuses on ~mproved farnlly health, specifically reducmg fertil~ty, mfant and maternal mortality, and 
malnutrition, while stoppmg the growth of HIV seroprevalence Thus, an mtegrated strategy addresses both population 
and health objechves Programs are amed at nnprovmg delivery and mcreasmg use of health care servlces as well as 
expanding and mprovmg rural water and sanitation systems Though the USAID-supported AIDS prevention 
program is new, condom distribution mcreased by 154% from 1990 to 1995 USAID works m partnership with both 
the publ~c and pnvate sector to extend services, part~cularly to rural areas and to achieve sustamability of mdigenous 
NGOs such as the Honduras Family Plannmg Associat~on which currently provides 60% of the fam~ly plannmg 
services m Honduras Results are encouragmg, total fert~lity declmed fiom 5 1 children per woman m 1991 to 4 9 m 
1995 However, family plannmg efforts are constramed by lack of an officlal GOH reproductive health policy, and by 
opposition groups 

Buzldzng Democracy 
Honduras is not a mature democracy, though it has had four open and fau elections w~th peaceful transfers of power 
smce 1981 The USAID strategy has three elements, (1) lmprovmg judicial systems, (2) developmg more responsive 
and effective municipal government, and (3) promotmg democratic values 



FY 1998 Program 
USAID/Jamaicals overall goal is to asslst Jamaica to achieve broad-based, sustamable economic growth The program 
strategy for FYI997 to FY2001 is to work with Jamaican partners to mcrease parkipation for economic growth, 
mcrease protection of key natural resources m environmentally and economically slgnlficant areas, and better equip 
young Jamacans for the 21st Century These strategic objectives emerged as a result of USAID/Jamaicals efforts to 
consolidate and concentrate its portfolio m areas where it could make a significant lmpact m coordmation with other 
donors USAID/Jamaicals program expenence and technical capabllibes are also unportant cntena for the selection of 
these pnonties In carrymg out the program, USAID will concentrate on three approaches--the use of mformatlon 
technology as a major development tool, mcreased collaboration with partners mcludmg other donors, and 
community-based development solutions 

Encouraging Broad-based Economzc Growth 
Although Jamaica has made significant stndes m liberalizmg ~ t s  economy, a large proportion of the population has not 
benefited through new employment and mcreased mcomes To address this key challenge, USAD will focus its 
efforts to energize the economic growth process through mcreased opportunities for workmg-age members of the 
population livmg m poverty, mcludmg women as a special target group, and on raismg overall productwity These 
new employment opportunities and produchvity efforts will target the foreign exchange-earnmg export and service 
areas, mcludmg small busmess and microenterpnses To ensure growth m these pnvate sector-led areas, USAID will 
contmue to support activities that foster foreign and domesbc mvestment USAID will also support Jamaca's 
transiQon to the Free Trade Area of the Amencas (FTAA) and the use of mformation technology m the widest gamut 
of growth activities USAID assistance under thls strategic objective wlll focus on four targeted results--(I) mcreased 
economlc opportunities for the poor, (2) Improved human resource development and productivity, (3) mcreased 
growth of exports m pnority agncultural and manufactmg sectors targetmg small busmesses, and (4) mcreased 
pnvate domestic and foreign mvestment 

In FY1998, USAID's pnonties will be towsm growth through completion of the multi-donor fhded  North Coast 
highway, strengthenmg the Mmistry of Fmance's macroeconomic policy management unit, mcreasmg small busmess 
exports, microenterprise growth m rural areas through the mobilization of domestic savmgs, and, Improved access to 
credlt, mcreased exports through productivity Improvements, mcludmg absorption of new technology, and mcreased 
mternational mvestment through contmued policy and regulatory reform 

Protectzng the Environment 
Jamaica's economic and social well bemg is mextrlcably llnked to the state of its fragile natural resource base, 
particularly glven the unportance of tousm,  agnculture and mmmg The envuonment contmues to be under severe 
attack as the Jamaica's population grows m coastal and urban areas Economic activity is concentrated m these areas, 
resultmg m deforestation and loss of natural systems and habitats USAIDIJamaica's envuonmental strategic 
objective is targeted at conservmg these natural resources upon which sustamable long-term development depends To 
achieve this strategic objective, USAID assistance will focus on four targeted results -- (1) expanded areas of key 
natural resources under sustamable management, (2) mcreased financial resources for envlronmental management, (3) 
strengthened capaclty of Jamaican organizations to sustamably manage natural resources, and (4) established 
envuonmental policies and regulations to conserve key natural resources 

USAID assistance has already helped Jamaica make significant progress, mcludmg the establishment of two national 
parks (one for which a local community trust has just been delegated responsibility for sustamable management) and 
several protected areas, as well as the preparation of a plan for a protected areas system Buildmg on these and other 
successes, USAID1s prionties m FY 1998 will mclude establishment of a parks and protected area service, a new 
national park, sustamability of the watershed agncultural soil conservation program, an envlronmental audit program 



for the tourism mdustry, and a community-based program auned at activities and policies to unprove coastal water 
qualrty m selected tomsm destmations 

Encouragzng Economzc Growth, Stabtlzztng World Populatzon and Protecttng Human Health 
USAID's thud strategic objective is to provide young Jamaicans with the education and life skills they need to become 
productive parhcipants m the next century Extensive consultation with pnvate and public sector representatives and 
review of current analyses mdicate that unless cntical challenges facmg youth are addressed, especially socially and 
economically disadvantaged youth, Jamalca IS unllkely to make a successful economic and social transition mto the 
21st Century There are a number of problems facmg young Jamaicans One m three children under four lives below 
the poverty lme There is a 30 percent illiteracy rate for the 209,000 at-nsk 10 - 18 year-olds who llve on the h g e  of 
society and a 50 percent literacy rate for children completmg pnmary school Of all births, 25% are to teenage gds ,  
and 25% of all glrls drop out of school due to pregnancy USAID's strategy is to play a leadership role m restormg 
hope for a productive future for Jamaican youth through a comprehensive plan to reduce nsks, and to provide 
opportunities through unproved education standards and trammg for m-school and out-of-school boys and glrls 

In FY 1998 USAID's pnonties will mclude mprovmg l~teracy/numeracy levels among both pnmary school graduates 
and out-of-school youth, decreasmg teenage pregnancy, and mprovmg the social and job skills of Jamaican 
adolescents Other USAID targets mclude a further overall decrease m the growth of HIVIAIDS transmission rates 
through mcreased condom use and reducbon of risk factors, and decreased total fertility through mcreased use of 
longer term contraceptive methods 

FY 1998 Program 
USAID's strategy for providmg development assistance to Mexico will contmue to focus mamly on the Agency's 
goals and Mexico's needs related to Encouragmg Broad-based Economic Growth, Stabillzmg Population Growth, and 
Protectmg the Envuonment A Special Objective m democracy has been approved for unplementation m the penod 
FY 1997-1998 Attention will also be glven to Special Objectives (Targets of Opportunity) that support this strategic 
framework, specifically, Economic Growth and Prevention of AIDS With d~mmishmg levels of budget support 
program trends will further focus on unproved management of the use of funds to pnoritlze development mterventlons 
to achieve maxunum mpact over the short-medium tune frame We will seek to leverage our mvestments with 
resources of beneficiary mstitutions, the GOM and those of other donors and the IFIs Levels of support to population 
activities are expected to declme as public and pnvate sector sustamability mcreases 

Stabzltzzng World Populatzon Growth and Protectzng Human Health 
Over the past half-century from 1940 to 1996, Mexico experienced a population explosion, witnessmg an mcredible 
mcrease from 20 to 93 million Inhabitants Recognizmg that family plannmg was essential to the country's economic 
growth and stability, approxunately two decades ago, the Government of Mexico approached USAID for help m 
moderatmg this skyrocketmg rate of population mcrease Smce 1977, the annual rate of natural population growth has 
declmed fiom 3 01% to 2 05% (1995), and is projected to be 1 76% by the year 2000 

USAID population efforts before 1992 were duected to mcreasmg contraceptive coverage and mstitutlon buildmg, but 
with a llmited focus on a few Mexican counterparts and m a lmited number of states Smce 1992 the strategy has 
supported the Government of Mexico and two large Mexican NGOs m a nationwide effort to achieve a sustamable 
mcrease m contraceptive prevalence These service delivery mstitutions have been effectively bnngmg about changes 
smce 1992, as reflected by the followmg key mdicators contraceptive prevalence has mcreased by 8 3%, which 
translates mto an mcrease of 1,187,284 new family plannmg users, and the total fertility rate has dropped from 3 1 to 
2 8 



Protectrng the Envzronment 
Envuonment is a strateg~c area of USAID assistance m Mexlco that presents two faces on the one side negatlve 
unpacts mpmgmg on public health, safety and economic productlv~ty, and on the other resources, technologies and 
services that are key to trade, economic growth and sustamable development Mexico, as both a neighbor and major 
tradmg partner of the USA, from the envuonmental perspective represents both a nsk and an opportunity 

Clunate change, pollubon and envuonmental destrucbon are long-term problems whlch respect no polit~cal 
boundaries and requue cooperation and coordmated actlons Noxious emissions and effluents m Ciudad Juarez freely 
cross the border to El Paso, Texas U S technologies for pollut~on prevenbon, energy efficiency and renewable energy 
development are badly needed m Mexico and represent both major markets and wmdows for global trade and 
development Improper management of forests, soils and w~ldlands results m waste, specles extmcbons, and m the 
longer term poverty, illegal migration and global warmmg Agricultural crops, forest products and genetic resources 
will conbnue to play vital roles m the U S economy In all technical areas, however, laws protectmg the envuonment 
are only as good as the capability and w~llmgness of the government and pnvate sector to enforce them 

USAID's envuonmental program m Mex~co, is well along m a strategic plannmg process that has led to consolidabon 
and measured growth T h ~ s  program will conbnue to focus on two global envuonmental problems of major bilateral 
unportance and mterest clmate change and biodiversity conservation The program 1s buildmg capacity m key 
governmental, non-governmental and pnvate sector entltles and is creabng bndges to understandmg the value and 
unportance of compliance and sustamable development 

Many envlronmental activities llnk w ~ t h  and contribute to other strategic areas, lncludmg microentepse 
development, democracy (through decentrallzat~on and NGO empowerment), and gender USAID has mit~ated two 
mtegrated populatlon/envlronment pilot projects and plans to expand thls approach as a means of mcreasmg unpact 
and cost effectiveness 

Encouragrng Broad-Based Economrc Growth 
Mexico 1s the thud largest tradmg partner for the U S and represents the U S 's largest export market m Latln 
Arnenca The Agency's broad-based economic growth goal has been pursued by USAID/Mexico m the context of 
legal and regulatory frameworks related to helpmg make NAFTA work smce ~ t s - ~ a s s a ~ e  m 1994 In FY 1998 these 
actions are expected to be duected to where they can achieve significant mpact i d  to leverage mvestments of others 
m selected areas such as development of a secuntlzed secondary mortgagemarket m Mexico, support for alternat~ve 
dispute resolut~on mechanisms, and uhllzat~on of envuonmental technolog~es 

Advancrng Democracy 
This Agency Goal will be addressed m FYI998 prunanly through a senes of democracy mltiatives which will focus 
on adrnmistrabon of justice, congress~onal exchanges, civil soclety parhcipation, and rule of lawlhuman nghts 

FY I998 Program 
Given the pol~tical, economic and social progress achieved by Nicaragua, the Miss~on's strategy w~l l  sh~ft during FY 
98 to sustam the ach~evements and expand the benefits to its customers such as by havmg more local citlzens 
participabng m governmental decisions, small farmers and mlcro entrepreneurs expandmg theu enterprises, pnmary 
school kids learnmg more, and babies and theu mothers practlcmg better health care The five year period startmg 
with 1997 through 2002 will be critical to the success of thls strategy The roots of the progress ach~eved are shallow 
and can easily wither Thus, fundmg must not dunmlsh below the requested level for FY 98 The USG must contmue 
to work with the other donors m a concerted effort to attam mutually agreed upon goals The results expected over the 



next several years requlre persistence and mnovahon m the followmg strategic objective areas (1) More polltical 
participation, compromise and transparency, (2) Sustamable growth m employment and mcome, and (3) Better 
educated, healthier, and smaller families 

Bucldcng Democracy 
To be judged as a mature democracy, a country has to show more than a couple of successful elections Therefore, 
USAID will contmue to target key mstitutions for strengthenmg The first pnority will be to help the Supreme 
Electoral Council (CSE) reform the electoral law, complete issuance of citlzen ident~fication cards and reorganize 
itself based on the lessons learned from this past election Another unmediate pnonty to help consolidate democracy 
is human nghts USAID will work to establish and develop the Human fights Ombudsman, which wlll mvestigate 
and help resolve human rights violations closely coordmatmg with a network of local peace commissions that will 
monitor human nghts at the community level Ultmately, human nghts protechon for a society adhenng to the rule of 
law depends upon an effective, equitable and credible judicial system 

Laws, policies and regulat~ons whlch guide the judlclal system, as well as the rest of soclety, emanate from the 
National Assembly USAID will mtensify its support to the Assembly, as a cntical player m Nicaragua's development, 
by mprovmg its mformation system, strengthen its committee structure, enhance ~ t s  abllity to monitor the country's 
budget, and develop its capabilities to analyze legislation and provide oversight People's confidence m government 
will be mfluenced by the access and services they are prov~ded USAID will work with the Government of Nicaragua 
(GON) to create a more efficient and accountable public sector, through better management and transparency of 
public finance Also, USAID is strivmg to b m g  government closer to the people through decentrallzmg power and 
authonty to the municipalit~es and theu mayors 

Encouragcng Broad-based Economrc Growth 
The USAID program has had definite Impact on the economy The economy has rebounded over the past three years 
Gross Domeshc Product (GDP) growth rates m 1994, 1995 and 1996 respectively were 3 3%, 4 5% and 5 5% 
(estlmated) Inflation dropped from over 13,000% m 1990 to an estlmated 12% m 1996 Open unemployment 
contmues to fall reglstermg around 16% m 1996, although overall unemployment and underemployment levels remam 
high Nontraditional agnculture exports have mcreased from a few million dollars four years ago to almost $100 
million m 1996, generatmg 10,000 more jobs Traditional crop farmers participating m USAID programs have 
realized production mcrease rangmg from 20% to 50% m the last two years Microenterprises have generated over 
20,000 new jobs m the last two years Protected lands under effective management has risen from around 300,000 
hectares m 1993 to approxmately 1 0 million hectares m 1996 Nevertheless, the progress achieved has yet to reach a 
sustamable level sufficient to withstand external shocks or deliver widespread benefits The government must keep the 
stabilization and structural adjustment policy framework m place and get back on track with the Enhanced Structural 
Adjustment Facility (ESAF) Program to show that ~t is senous about growmg and openmg the economy USAID will 
rely heavily on the IMF and World Bank to push these reforms but will tackle key policy matters where it has a 
comparative advantage, e g , tax reform, agnculture and unpedments to trade Incomes and employment opportunities 
will grow when people take advantage of the unproved envlronrnent The biggest unpact can occur m the agriculture 
sector due to its high potential and predommance m the economy Profits on the farm can quickly convert to new 
mvestments and new jobs for ma1 residents USAID will help establish mproved marketmg mechan~sms for 
traditional and nontraditional crops, transfer better production and processmg technologies, and revitalize the rural 
fmancial sector, which will spnngboard Nicaragua's participation in external and mternal markets It will also work to 
Improve the productive and protective practices of farmers, thereby enhancmg natural resource mamtenance and 
biodiversity preservation 

To make not only the agriculture and small busmess sectors work, but also the manufacturing and commercial sectors, 
the private sector fmancial system must be modernized As necessary, USAID will work to facilitate more innovative 
lendmg practices Failure to resolve property cases and to provide a more reliable judicial regulatory framework serve 
to dampen mvestor mterest m Nicaragua The longer property expropnation issues persist, the more uncomfortable 
people will feel over the security of thelr mvestments USAID will contmue to help the government expedite solutions 
to the property issue 

Stabclczcng World's Populatcon and Protectzng Human Health 
A better educated, healthier public with a stable and low population growth rate boosts the prospects for economic 
growth and a more participatory citizenry m a democracy While Nicaragua has had more comprehensive social 
programs than most developmg countnes, it still falls short m terms of quality and efficiency It suffers from 



distorhons such as a university education system that receives a greater share of the budget than prunary education, 
and a weak cost recovery programs health sector The poorly educated have greater difficulty benefitmg from new job 
opportunities, and are not llkely to be knowledgeable participants m the burgeonmg democracy Sick adults are 
unproductive workers and sick children have more difficulty learnmg m school An overheated population growth rate 
devours economic gams and shreds the social safety net USAID will sponsor a mutually supportive set of p m a r y  
education and matemal/child p m a r y  health programs to address these constraints 

The program will spur the prunary school completion rate, while lessenmg the number of years to educate the average 
student Better books, modem teachmg approaches, objective-based testmg, community participation m schools and 
decentralized admmistration will dnve the program Better educated people also adopt smarter health practices 
Access to preventive care and nutnnonal supplements will reduce mfant mortality and mprove the overall health 
status of women and children The health program mcludes vaccmabons m a vanety of childhood diseases vitamm 
supplements and encouragmg mothers to breast feed It also covers prenatal care, oral rehydration therapy and better 
tramed personnel attendmg those m need The program relies heavily on the Mmistry of Health, but also engages 
several PVOs to support decentralized health services at the local level 

FY 1998 Program 
Over the past SIX years, USAIDPANAMA has contributed to the restoration of Panamanian democracy and to the 
resumption of Panama's broad-based economic growth USAID programs at the central level of government helped re- 
establish sound financial management, supported free market economic reforms, lmproved admmistration of justice 
and strengthened the admmistrative framework for the free and f a r  national elections of 1994 

With earlier tasks now accomplished, USAID refocused its program on the Strategic Objective of Protectmg the 
Panama Canal Watershed while supportmg the related Special Objective of Facilitatmg Efficient Transfer of the Canal 
and Sustamable Productive Use of the Reverted Areas This focus on envu-onmental protection and democratic 
governance will guide USAID activities through the end of FY 1999 

Protectzng the Envzronment 
Panama is exceptionally nch m biodiversity Its tropical forests, reachmg fiom the western border with Costa b c a  to 
the eastern border with Colombia, form a unique "biological corndor" for Central and South Amenca Thousands of 
species which exist here are found nowhere else Unfortunately, deforestahon m Panama is proceedmg at the rate of 
57,000 hectares a year, due to legal and illegal loggmg, mmmg operations and the cleamg of forest for cattle ranches 
and subsistence farmmg Forest cover, estmated at 70% m 1947, will be less than 30% by the year 2000 if current 
trends contmue 

The FY 1988 program will focus resources on the Panama Canal Watershed Protection of the Watershed is vital to 
the long term operation of the Panama Canal, slnce the Watershed supplies all of the water upon which Canal 
hydrology depends In addition, one and a half million people depend upon the Watershed lakes for potable water 

The Canal Watershed has seen its forest cover fall from 80% of the total area m 1947 to just under 40% today Further 
deforestation could pose a threat to the water supply and future operation of the Panama Canal, particularly dunng the 
dry season when the Canal must rely upon stored water Deforestation mcreases erosion withm the Watershed, leadmg 
to greater levels of siltation m Watershed nvers and lakes This decreases storage capacity With deforestation, water 
runoff also accelerates, and less water is retamed for future use 

Dunng the past year, USAIDtPANAMA helped the GOP's National Institute for Renewable Natural Resources 
INRENARE complete the surveymg and demarcation of the boundanes for the five national parks withm the Panama 
Canal Watershed This will help the GOP protect 85,000 hectares of park land 



In 1996 USAID supported a jolnt Smithsonlan Tropical Research Institute/INFENARE mit~ative to establish a 
permanent envlronrnental monitomg system m the Canal Watershed to contmuously measure key mdicators mcludmg 
forest cover changes, deforestation, reforestation, demographic pressures, water quality, sedunentat~on, siltat~on and 
bio&versity 

The key to providmg lastmg protection for the Panama Canal Watershed is strengthenmg the responsible central 
government mstitutions so that they can work effectively with the municipalit~es and local communities withm the 
Watershed In FY 1998 and beyond, USAID will contmue to support the mstltutional strengthenmg of INRENARE 
and key municipalities withm and bordemg the Canal Watershed USAID will also work with local NGOs, schools 
and community groups to enlist theu participation m reforestation efforts and to discourage encroachment m the 
national parks 

Bucldcng Democracy 
Democratic governance m Panama will be put to the test over the next few years as Panama prepares Itself for 
ownership, control and operation of the Panama Canal and the reversion of extensive U S mllitary bases and Canal 
operatmg areas which border the Canal from the Atlanbc to the Pacific It is essent~al to Panama's future polltical 
stability that this process be carned out m an open, transparent and efficient fashlon, and produce results m whlch all 
Panamanians fiom all social classes clearly benefit 

The pnvate sector, through Fundaci6n ANDE, a non-profit Panamanian organlzatlon, developed wlth USAID 
assistance, an mcentive law for tourism development m the reverted areas and a law for streamlmmg GOP busmess 
l~censlng procedures, as a contribution to the unprovement of the busmess clunate, particularly as it relates to the 
Canal and reverted areas 

D m g  FY 1998, ARI faces the challenge of further strengthenmg its financial management and control systems, 
marketmg ~ t s  newly acqulred properties worldw~de and workmg with munic~pal governments to ensure the protection 
and equ~table distnbubon of benefits from development of Fort Dav~s, Fort Espmar, Fort Arnador, Gorgas hospltal 
and Albrook Alr Force Station, among others 

USAID will contmue to target lun~ted resources to support the strengthenmg of the GOP Canal Transition 
Commission and ~ t s  successor, the Panama Canal Authority which wlll come mto existence dumg early 1997 and 
assume operational control of the Panama Canal on December 31, 1999 USAID will contmue to support specific 
objectives of (ARI) whlch is responsible for the plannmg, privatization and productive use of the reverted areas as 
well as for the envronrnental protechon of the Canal Watershed 
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FY 1998 Program 
USAID's strategy is to assist Paraguay mcrease its capacity for sustamable development m a participatory democracy 
The program has a strategic objective of unproved responsiveness and accountability of key democrat~c mstitutlons, 
along wlth special objectives of unproved management of an expanded protected areas system and mcreased use of 
voluntary family plannlng servlces To bulld democracy is the cornerstone of the USAID program, as well as 
Paraguay's highest pr~onty This responds duectly to the U S mterests of preservmg regional stability and promoting 
U S economlc mterests A stable government whlch protects the nghts of its citlzens enhances forelgn and U S  
mvestment Through past USAID assistance, the judlclary, Congress, local governments, and the NGO community 
have mstituted unportant changes, but they st111 remam undeveloped and ill-equipped to take on thelr new 
responsibilities 

Buzldcng Democracy 
Paraguay has made an Impressive beglnnmg m reformmg the government and adoptmg democrat~c pmciples smce ~t 
began its transltion to democracy m 1989 Despite unportant accomplishments, the transltion has been uneven and 
mcomplete A system of government that responds to citizens' needs and 1s accountable for its actions is essential 



Fundmg of $2 8 million m FY 1998 will be used to acheve more efficient, transparent, and partic~patory elections, 
participatory and better functionmg selected sub-national governments, and unproved access to strengthened judiclal 
and leg~slabve systems 

Fau and open elections are an essential element of representative democracy USAIDParaguay's strategy will focus 
on the mstitubonal strengthenmg of the Electron Tnbunal m order that admmistratrve and electoral procedures and 
tunetables are established and that regular and f a r  elections are conducted m accordance with electoral laws This 
activity will be complemented by actlvihes that promote more effective electoral programs by NGOs and civic 
organmtrons, and that unprove voter educat~on and mohvatron programs These activities are especially cruc~al to 
prepare for the general elechons m FY 1998 In addit~on, actrvlties to strengthen polltical parties and unprove civll- 
military dialog will be undertaken 

Reform of the judlcial system is essential to ensure due process and respect for human nghts, publlc accountability, 
and mvestor confidence Special emphas~s will be placed on programs that ensure that women and men are better 
mformed of theu civil and legal nghts Major support is st111 needed to help the judlclary overcome its poor Image, 
unprove access to the judicial system, fight corruption, and move toward an accusatonal and oral process tnal system 
In FY 1998 USAID will work through a U S university and develop two local NGOs to assist this unportant sector 
This will requue substantial mvestment and outside t echca l  assistance 

Protectzng the Envzronment 
Paraguay has one of the highest rates of deforestation m the world Every year, 10% of the remammg forest cover is 
lost, threatenmg the future of unique ecosystems Envuonmental problems aggravate poverty, complicate the 
transition to democracy, and have detrunental Impacts on mdigenous and non-md~genous women and men It is 
unportant to clearly understand these problems m order to be able to develop economic, social, and envuonmentally 
sustamable soluhons to them It is unperative that Paraguay develop and unplement sustamable land use models and 
preserve the last remnants of these unportant ecosystems Overall growth and development m Paraguay cannot be 
mamtamed over the long term because of Paraguay's failure to protect its resource base Intensive, unsustalnable 
exploitation of land, water, and wlldlife contmues Cleanng of for& for agriculture and livestock is the major threat 
to the survival of these characteristic ecosystems 

USAIDParaguay will fund actlvihes to help create sustamable models for protected areas, develop management plans 
for these areas, build local capacity to better manage these resources, and develop economic alternatives to 
deforestation A current cooperatrve agreement with a local NGO will be utilued to develop models of successhl 
pnvate reserves USAIDParaguay will also participate with the LAC Regional Parks m Pen1 program to develop a 
large public reserve These models, with an estunated $525,000 m FY 1998 fundmg, will enable the Government of 
Paraguay, pnvate land owners, and other donors to contribute a larger amount of fundmg toward pnvate and publlc 
reserves m Paraguay 

Stabzlzzzng World Populatzon Growth 
D w g  the previous dictatorship, the health sector was neglected and politrclzed Maternal and child health services 
detenorated, particularly family plannmg Paraguay has a 3 2% population growth rate and less than one-thlrd of 
eligible women of reproductive age have access to famlly plannmg services USAID support of $2 million m FY 1998 
will mcrease the use of voluntary family plannmg through expanded access to services, unproved quallty of services, 
and advancement toward sustalnability of family plannmg services 

USAIDParaguay has provided techn~cal assistance to the publlc sector m contraceptive logistics management and 
support to the private sector to develop a plan to expand and diversify family plannmg services The current strategy is 
to expand access pnmanly by offemg family plannmg services through existmg facilities which do not currently 
provide them, rather than establishmg new facilities, to defme quality of family plannmg services as the provision of a 
range of modem family plannmg methods by providers with adequate technical and managenal skills, and to support 
activities auned at mcreasmg effic~ency and reducmg the costs of family plannmg programs These activltles will be 
carned out through local NGOs and U S cooperatmg agencies 



FY 1998 Program 
The FY 1998 program contmues to support Peru m its efforts to build a participatory democracy and modem state, 
reduce poverty and illicit coca producbon while protectmg the environment, unprove the health of high-risk 
populations, and better manage the country's vital natural resources 

USAID supports five closely mtegrated objectives dlrectly related to Agency Goals 1) Broader Citizen Participation 
m Democratic Processes, 2) Increased Incomes of the Poor, 3) Improved Health, mcludmg Family Plannmg, of Htgh- 
h s k  Populat~ons, 4) Improved Envlronmental Management m Targeted Sectors, and 5 ) Reduce Illlcit Coca 
Production m Target Areas m Peru The special objectlve supports the U S Government's overridmg foreign policy 
and domest~c drug abuse control objectives m counter narcotics, auned at reducmg cocame production destmed for the 
u s  

Sustarnabie Democracres Butlt 
Durmg the past few years, Peru has ach~eved some notable successes, such as a serles of fiee and f a r  elections, 
unprovements m the human rights situation, and establishment of new judiclal mstitutions, mcludmg the Human 
Rghts Ombudsman However, Peru's democracy remams fi-agile and uneven Its development 1s constramed by 
weaknesses of an unresponsive public sector and lack of participation by civil society groups and mdlv~duals The 
public sector suffers ii-om an ~mbalance of power weighted heavily toward the executive, an overly central~zed 
system, and llmlted polit~cal will to mstitutionalize democratic reforms A large percentage of cltizens need greater 
sklll, knowledge and opportunities to promote thelr mterests A number of democracy-related groups m the past had 
been margmalued, but are now seekmg to fmd ways to participate effectively The challenge is how to contmue and 
accelerate the process of rebuildmg publlc confidence m participatory democracy and democrat~c mstitutlons, 
overcommg the above-mentioned constramts USAIDPeru focuses on these concerns by supportmg activities 
designed to promote greater access to justice, mcrease civic awareness, and promotmg more accountable publlc 
mstitut~ons at the central and local government levels to make them more responsive to thelr constituents 

Broad-Based Economrc Growth Achreved 
USAID's program places great emphasis on mcorporatlng the poor mto the expandmg market economy to allev~ate 
poverty and reduce food msecurity Low productivity 1s a major cause of poverty, which m turn is reflected m 
madequate Investment m human and physical cap~tal, mfi-astructure, and supportive public policies and mstitutions 
One complicatmg factor 1s the extent of coca production m many rural areas, as Peru remams the world's leadmg 
producer of coca leaf Coca leaf production is a response to poverty, but does not make farmers nch and causes 
economic d~stort~ons that affect the competitiveness of crops and other products, which might otherwise ameliorate 
poverty 

Broad-based mcreases m mcomes will occur only when acutely food msecure Peruvians have greater productive and 
phys~cal capacities USAID supports programs to address root causes of poverty by focusmg on (1) Improved 
polic~es, (2) mcreased market access, (3) unproved capacity of the extremely poor, (4) strengthened organlzat~onal 
outreach, and (5) mcreased production productiv~ty Specific actions bemg carried out will Improve financial 
lnstltutlons for the poor, strengthen local non-governmental and development mstltutions, develop and dlssemmate 
appropriate production technologies and mputs, Improved market knowledge and organization, unprove nutrition, 
develop mfiastructure, and unprove sectoral pohcies, especially related to marketmg, trade, finance, and public 
revenues and expenditures 



Stabzlzzzng World Populatzon Growth and Protectzng Human Health 
The GOP's 1991 - 1992 Demographic Health Survey idenhfied that 72% of mamed women of child-bemg age have 
expressed a deslre for no more children This provides the basls for USAID assistance, whlch is key to stabillzmg 
population growth m Peru over the medium term USAID support to the major child-survival mterventions has a 
duect lmpact on mortality and morbidity, especially on high-risk populations USAID's strong family plannmg 
program both reduces unmtended pregnancies and, by lowemg the number of high-nsk births, llkewlse helps combat 
maternal mortality On a nahonal level, mfant and child mortality have declmed over 40% and fertlllty by 20% dunng 
the last decade Contraceptive prevalence mcreased by 33% between 1986 and 1995 

Envzronment Managed for Long-term Sustaznabzlcfy 
Sustamable growth of Peru's economy and the welfare of future generahons depend dlrectly on its natural resource 
base However, widespread poverty, uncontrolled urbanization, pollutlon, and lack of adequate envuonmental policies 
and public awareness threaten Peru's envlronment and natural resource base This strategic objectlve will enhance 
management of the envlronment for long-term sustamabllity Notable successes under this strategic objective were 
achieved d m g  1996 USAID was mstrumental m helpmg Peru's Nahonal Envlronmental Council, a newly-created 
public msbtuhon, establish its agenda and defme its role as the country's leadmg envuonmental policy coordmator 
Significant progress was achleved m managmg protected areas, mcludmg the creatlon of a new natlonal park Pilot 
projects for solid waste management and pollutlon prevenbon were successfully completed, and other donor funds 
were leveraged to replicate them USAID's technical support was cntical to draft the GOP's fust envlronmental policy 
framework for the mdustnal sector, as well as m completmg Llma's first envlronmental health comparative nsk 
assessment Envuonmental awareness m Peru is m a nascent stage of development Much of the success that the 
strategic objectlve will achleve over the next six to eight years is predicated on its ablllty to secure fundmg adequate 
to ensure that the many elements requlred to stimulate the envuonmental debate and resolve the country's complex 
envlronmental problems can be put mto place 
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FY 1998 Program 
Havmg recognlzed the crltical development challenges facmg the reglon, the Central Amencans themselves 
established m 1994 a regional "Alliance for Sustamable Development", to which the United States became a partner 
through the slgnmg of the CONCAUSA Agreement at the 1994 Summit of the Amencas USAID's reglonal program 
focuses on lmplementation of the Surnrnlt and CONCA USA commitments m the areas of hemlsphenc free trade and 
envlronmentally sound natural resource management necessary for sustamable economlc growth In addihon, the 
regional program mcludes a speclal strategic objectlve almed at enhancmg Central Amencan capacity to respond to 
the threat of HIVIAIDS Support to promote peace and democracy m Central Amenca is provided through bilateral 
Programs 

Reglonal development achvitles supported by USAID respond dlrectly to U S and Central Amerlcan pnonties m 
pursumg greater prosperity through open markets, accelerated hemlsphenc mtegration, and sustamable development 
with a focus on sustamable use of the natural resource base USAID's program will help Increase Central Amenca's 
readmess to enter mto free trade agreements through work m four major areas strengthened mtellectual property 
nghts (IPR) policies and enforcement, further trade liberallzatlon by reducmg non-tanff barners, enhanced foreign 
mvestrnent regunes, and better protechon of mtematlonally recognued workers nghts USAID's efforts to achieve 
envuonmentally sound natural resource management and an Improved regional policy framework contributes to 
Central Amenca's preparedness for hemlspherlc free trade agreements, as well as establishes the basis for sustamable 
resource use requlred for long-term economic growth In the envuonmental area, USAID's role m the reglon wlll 
contmue to be catalytic m nature, supportmg those achvitles havmg economies of scale and cross-border unpacts 

USAID's specla1 strategic objective m the reglonal program alms to strengthen the capabilities of local Central 
American organlzatlons to deliver servlces and mformatlon about the prevention of HIVIAIDS to those groups and 
mdividuals who are most at nsk of HIV Because the spread of HIVIAIDS 1s not contamed by borders, a regional 
strategy is appropnate to address the threat of HIVIAIDS m Central Amenca 



Encouragrng Broad-based Economrc Growth 
Central America contmues acceleratmg its mtegratlon mto hemisphenc markets The Central Amencan countnes also 
remam strong supporters and active p&cipants of the Summit of the Americas process mitiated December 1994 m 
Miami when the heads of the Hemisphere's 34 democracies signed a commitment to complete negotiations of the Free 
Trade Area of the Arnencas (FTAA) by 2005 It is notable that three of the eleven FTAA hernisphenc workmg groups 
are chalred by Central Amencan countnes [Costa h c a  - mvestment, El Salvador - market access, and Honduras - 
Intellectual Property hghts  (IPR)] Also, the Central American countries have made noted progress m recent years m 
acceleratmg the region's own economic mtegration which is consistent with World Trade Organization (WTO) 
standards All Central Amencan governments have acceded to the WTO, with the exception of Panama, which is 
currently negotiatmg accession requirements Most countries m the region are contmumg thelr negotiations with the 
U S Government on bilateral mvestment treaties (BITS) and bilateral mtellectual property rights agreements 
(BIPRAs) Further reducbons m external tar~ff rates are belng Implemented by most countnes, although the pace 
should be accelerated Central Amenca has also advanced on its own process of subregional economic mtegration, 
abandonmg its old model based on mport substitution and high rates of external protection to pursue a more outward 
orientation consistent with WTO commitments 

USAID has supported the revitalization, de-polit~c~zation and professional~zation of the Permanent Secretanat for 
Central Amencan Economic Integration (SIECA) enablmg it to advance the regional trade agenda 

Regarding labor relations and workers nghts, USAID has completed a study on how national labor laws across the 
region conform to mtemational standards and on national enforcement capabilities The results form the basis for a 
USAID-sponsored program to mprove labor relabons and strengthen the protection of worker nghts, conducted with 
the Central Amencan Labor Mmisters 

Protectzng the Envzronment 
USAID's regional envlronmental program for Central America promotes effective regional stewardship of the key 
natural resources through the establishment of "biologrcal comdors" throughout the isthmus Recent achievements m 
this area mclude the establishment and progress towards effective management of major national protected areas m 
the region, the development of protected areas legislation, the adoption of appropnate natural resources management 
practices by target populations, and mproved financial sustamabil~ty of envlronmental mst~tutions A new mit~atrve 
designed to support the CONCAUSA Agreement commenced m FY 1996 to develop and consolidate a Central 
Amencan system of cross-border parks and protected areas, and to promote a strengthened regulatory and 
enforcement framework for envlronmental protection The political momentum generated by CONCAUSA and the 
mfluence of NAFTA m the area of harmonrzation of envlronmental legislation are among the positive factors 
mfluencmg performance 

Stabrlrzrng Populatzon Growth and Protectrng Human Health 
The future political, economic and social development of Central Amenca is threatened by the HIVIAIDS epidemic 
The areas most llkely to be affected by HIVIAIDS mclude work productivity, medical care costs and the size of the 
labor force In order to malntam economic, political and social stab111ty m Central Amenca, HIVIAIDS prevention 
activities are bemg Implemented through a strategy that cons~ders the specific sub-regional commonalities and cross- 
border transmission 

The purpose of this seven year program is to strengthen the capabil~ties of local Central American organizations to 
deliver services and mformation about the prevention of HIVIAIDS to target groups USAID supports activities on 
three different levels On the broadest level, the activities are designed to mprove the policy envlronment for the 
promotion of HIVIAIDS programs On an mtermediate level, USAID supports mproved mstitutional capacity of 
NGOs and local universities to deliver HTV prevention programs and/or conduct research Fmally, the activities w~l l  
promote mdividual behavioral changes which are requlred to prevent the spread of HIVIAIDS 



FY 1998 Program 
The LAC Regional program m FY 1998 will (1) identlfy and remforce region-w~de or sub-reg~onal trends, pollc~es 
and strategies, (2) strengthen and mstitubonalue democracy and human nghts, (3) encourage broad-based economic 
growth and expansion of trade, (4) protect the envuonment and natural resources, and (5) address serious health 
issues 

Encouragzng Broad-based Economcc Growth 
Trade-mduced economlc expansion is a catalyst for mproved livmg standards, poverty reduct~on, and sustamed 
growth and political stability m the LAC region The Reg~onal program wlll pave the way for mcreased trade and 
greater economic mtegration m LAC by addressmg key issues regardmg the creation of the Free Trade Area of 
Americas, as well as basic social and economic adjustments associated with entrance lnto a fiee trade arrangement 

Smaller economies face substantial obstacles m jommg a hem~sphenc fiee trade arrangement USAID efforts are 
dlrected to assist target countnes resolve basic trade and economic mtegration issues and mplement legal reform 
measures A few of the mechanisms that wlll be operabonal m FY 1998, as a result of assistance under the LAC 
Reg~onal program, are (1) a regional trammg center to tram apcultural quarantme and mspectlon officers m Latm 
Amenca, (2) a rules of orlgln system (allowable percentage of goods of forelgn manufacture) to slmpllfy customs 
procedures m target LAC countnes, and (3) food safety regulatory procedures to ensure consistent production of food 
products that meet regulatory requuements of lmportmg countnes, based on accepted World Health Organlzatlon 
standards Small-scale busmesses and entrepreneurs are currently lunited fiom fully particlpatmg m reglonal markets 
due to technological meficiencies, lack of access to trade-facll~tabng mfiastructure and high transaction costs 
USAID efforts will lead to development of mtegrated communications network technologies and use of personal 
computers to globally llnk small- and medium-sued busmesses with traders and to carry out mtemational trade 
transactlons 

USAID efforts wlll strengthen key reg~onal market mstltutlons and networks to reach the disadvantaged and provide 
opportunities, part~cularly for small-scale apcultural producers, for parhcipation m trade expansion These 
mstltutlons and network mclude a system that allows pnvate property to be a marketable good, apcultural technology 
development that is trade demand-dnven, and llnks between commercial capital markets and mlcroenterprlse 
msbtutlons that support the disadvantaged, especially women As economlc growth and trade expand, pressures on 
natural resources and the potential for mcreased pollutlon, envuonmental contammatlon, and associated health r~sks 
will mount m the region In FY 1998, the program will asslst LAC countries to mod~fy theu pollc~es to provlde 
Incentives for more sustamable natural resource use and for mdustries to adopt pollutlon prevention practices 
Programs will be launched by LAC governments and mdustnes to reduce health r~sks fiom key envuonmental 
contammants Programs will be supported to promote the adoptlon by targeted mdustnes of pollution 
prevenbonPclean" technologies and mproved envlronmental management practices These efforts will lnclude 
facilitation of busmess llnkages between LAC mdustnes that need unproved envuonmental technologies and U S 
envlronmental companies, development of case studies on the economic benefits of the use of "clean" technologies, 
and development of computer mternet envuonmental on-lme mformatlon shamg Programs will also encourage 
pr~vate sector mvestment m sustamable forest management and environmentally sustamable shrmp manculture, and 
will support the development of Improved regulatory frameworks m the mmmg sector and mformation-shanng on best 
management practlces for forestry and coastal and mame resources 

Current labor standards and practlces m the region are generally not at a level that can support efficient product~on 
necessary for companies to effectively participate m an mcreasmgly competitive and mterdependent global economy 



USAID efforts will support development of democratic fiee labor movements, modem labor-management relations, 
and worker health and safety standards to ensure efficient and stable production capabilities 

Education is the foundation of democracy and a key to reducmg poverty and mcome mequality m the LAC region 
Education reform is a tlmely issue on the hemispheric agenda, illustrated by the commitment of the Summit of the 
Amencas to an mitiative to ensure universal access to high-quality basic education, with a target of 100% of children 
completmg pnmary school by the year 2010 With the shift m most of the LAC region to open economies, countnes 
have come to recognize that political stability and success m world trade are dependent on mcreasmg human capacity 

Most children m the region, male and female, attend pnmary school Access has mcreased fiom 60% m the 1960s to 
over 90% today, but completion rates are far short of 100% m many countnes, particularly m Haiti, Guatemala, El 
Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua and Bolivia While LAC countnes have made good progress m providmg access to 
basic education, the failmgs of existmg systems to prevent students from repeatmg grades or droppmg out, the 
particular issue of access by mdigenous groups to basic education, and the small proportions of GDP dedicated by 
governments to basic education, pomt to a contmumg need for deep reforms m education policies 

Stabzlzzzng World Populatzon and Protectzng Human Health zn a Sustaznable Way 
The proxnnity of the LAC region to the U S presents special challenges, especially m view of current migration and 
travel patterns The 1994 Summit of the Americas' Plan of Action provides that governments (1) endorse child and 
maternal health objectives, mcludmg reducmg child mortality by one-thud and maternal mortality by half (fiom 1990 
levels), (2) endorse a basic package of child and reproductive health mterventions, and (3) develop or update country 
action plans or programs to focus on reforms to achieve equitable, universal access to the basic package Health 
reforms currently underway m virtually all LAC countries mclude decentralization, alternative fmancmg schemes, 
quality assurance, and greater use of NGOs and community-based services for the poor In FY 1998, USAID's 
contribution through the LAC Regional program will contmue the U S role m the hemisphere as a leader m public 
health and development, by conductmg regional activities to foster LAC countnes' efforts to design, unplement, and 
monitor such reforms 

In FY 1998, LAC Reglonal program resources will focus the attention of LAC countnes and other assistance 
organizations on vaccmations, mtegrated management of childhood illness (IMCI) and essential care of obstetric 
complications (ECOC) Increasmg effective delivery of these selected health services, all of which respond to USAID 
Strategic Objectives withm the Agency's population, health, and nutntion Goal, will help the hemisphere make 
progress towards its ambitious populahon and health goals 

Protectzng the Envzronment 
The LAC reglon contains nearly half of the worlds blodlvers~ty However population pressures rapid urbanization and 
mdustnallzation, mcreased demands for agricultural and grazmg land, and other factors are resultmg m extensive 
degradation of key ecosystems conservation of the region's biodiversity is cntical m view of its long-term potential 
for providmg significant mdustrial, pharmaceutical, and agricultural uses, and the Immediate potential for protectmg 
watersheds and providing sustamable natural resources for the rural poor As a result of ongomg USAID assistance 
under the LAC Regional Parks m Pen1 (PIP) program, LAC governments are now committed to takmg measures to 
protect, conserve and utillze then resources, m c l u h g  mamtammg a system of parks and reserves of representative 
ecosystems 

The PIP program, nnplemented by The Nature Conservancy m collaboration with national and local governments, 
NGOs and mdigenous communities, dlrectly supports the Summit of the Amencas' mitiative to establish "a 
partnership for biodiversity" m key ecosystems m selected LAC countries Through FY 1996, significant advances 
have been made m the sustamable protection of 28 parks covermg 19 million acres m 12 countries The activities 
undertaken are agamst a target of 28 to 37 parks over the life of the program (subject to the availability of overall 
fundmg) Non-USAID h d m g  was identified for 9 PIF' sites, and they are well on theu way to graduatmg fiom the 
PIP program In FY 1998, contmued emphasis will be placed on (1) shanng lessons learned from the PIP program and 
on utilizmg PIP sites as demonstration and trammg areas to advance conservation m other endangered ecosystems, (2) 
expandmg the involvement of local communities m the conservation and management of the parks and reserves, (3) 
mcreasmg scienhfic knowledge of the biodiversity m PIP sites and the Impact of management mterventions, and (4) 
promotmg policy reform and sustamable fmancmg for conservation of key ecosystems Furthermore, to cover gaps m 
the types of ecosystems currently protected by PIP, the program expects to mitiate park management activities m 5-9 
new sites 



BuzZdrng Democracy 
While the 1980s and early 1990s witnessed dramatic advances m the region's efforts to establish democracy, a new 
democratic order has yet to be consolidated Still fragile LAC democracies face difficult challenges fiom growmg 
cnme and drug trafficlung, endemic corruption, uneven access to justice, and contmumg human nghts abuses 
Internally, many democratic mstitutlons are weak and remam unrepresentative, and the legacy of authontanan rule has 
been a highly-centralued and unresponsive government The poor remam un-represented and unable to participate 
effectively m political 11fe Despite these d~fficulties, the democratic transition that has taken place throughout the 
region with the exception of Cuba, offers a strong foundation for further progress m buildmg sustamable democrahc 
systems Over the past few years, LAC politics have been marked by mportant positive trends mcludmg (1) growmg 
pluralism and mcreasmg citlzen participation, (2) a nsmg popular demand for judicial reform, (3) a movement to 
decentralize political and financial decision makmg, and (4) repeated calls for government mstitutlons to become 
more accountable and responsive to citizens Underlymg each of these trends is the pmciple that a new democratic 
order m the region needs to promote the nghts of citizens and the rule of law 

The LAC Regional program has contnbuted to mportant achievements through promotmg human nghts and rule of 
law, promotmg transparent elechons, strengthenmg civil society, and decentrahhon of power to legislatures, local 
governments and municipalities Nearly all countnes have mplemented judicial reforms and mitiated human nghts 
activities, partly as a result of technical assistance and other support provided under the regional program The ability 
of election tribunals to carry out free, falr and transparent elections has lmproved dramatically Clvil society groups 
are expandmg and multiplymg rapidly throughout the region, helped along by U S assistance for an NGO network 
which has a base of strengthened lead NGOS, which will ultlrnately provide assistance to 80 others m the region over 
the next few years Accountability and anti-corruption are now the subject of public discourse m most countnes of the 
region USAID has been the most active donor m follow-up to the Summit of the Americas' "no to corruption" 
mitiative Much of the LAC Regional program's work is based upon, and strengthens, regional treahes, agreements 
and protocols 

In FY 1998, the LAC Regional program will help consolidate democracy by supportmg regional mst~tutions, 
networks, and exchanges that serve as catalysts and Innovators m the democratization effort The program identifies 
broad trends that encourage or threaten democracy m the region and will work with USAID missions and regional 
mstltutions (both m the LAC reglon and m the United States) to develop and dissemmate new approaches which focus 
on these trends The Regional program supports activities that help deepen democracy, as agreed to at the Summit of 
the Americas 

In FY 1996, President Clmton announced the mitiation of assistance through NGOs to promote a peaceful democrahc 
transition m Cuba Another mportant objective of the LAC Regional democracy program is to build a technical 
assistance capability wlthm the region The Inter-American Institute for Human kghts (IIDH) and its Center for the 
Promotion of Electoral Ass~stance (CAPEL) receive core fundmg through the Regional program 

A hallmark of the LAC Regional program is its ability to stlmulate participation of other development assistance 
donors and numerous U S NGOs, institutions of higher education, other U S Government agencies (for example, the 
U S Departments of State and Jushce, and the U S Information Agency), drawn mto this essential work either as 
active collaborators with USAID or regional mstitutions supported by USAID, or first-tme h d m g  sources for LAC 
countnes For example, the Regional Fmanclal Management Improvement project has leveraged over $130 million m 
World Bank and IDB resources to promote accountability and tranparency m vanous LAC countnes 

Trammg students m the U S bmgs benefits to the this country as well as to the LAC region, as LAC develop 
awareness of U S free enterpnse and democratic pluralism and return to thelr home countries with a strengthened 
commitment to these values The Cooperative Association of States for Scholarships (CASS) is a U S NGO that 
receives USAID grants to enable its existmg programs to provide trammg for LAC participants The trammg helps 
achieve USAID goals and strategic objectives across sectors and is useful m encouragmg greater civic and voluntary 
participation m community-level development activities throughout the region 

The current group of 279 part~cipants entemg the CASS trammg program mcludes 155 students who are bemg tramed 
m economic growth and busmess-related areas such as agnbusmess, small busmess management, or mdustnal 
maintenance admmistration Th~rty two students are bemg tramed m envlronrnental subjects mcludmg forestry and 
fishenes management Thirty one began programs of study m health care admmistration and food science technology 
Fifteen participants are enrolled m an education admmistration program 



The Regional program's Advanced Trammg m Economics (ATIE) project has mcreased the number of skilled and 
tramed economists m the LAC region, which has resulted m a greater understandmg and acceptance of free market 
economy pmciples and which has unproved decision-makmg on economic and fiscal issues on the part of LAC 
government officials and private sector leaders By the end of FY 1998, nearly 85% of ATIE graduates will be servmg 
m key LAC government offices, for example, as directors of Central Banks and heads of mmistries, as well as m 
unportant positions m the private sector 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Internet Address http //www doc gov 

The Department of Commerce (DOC) encourages, serves, and promotes the Nation's intemat~onal trade, economic growth, and 
technological advancement DOC provides the followmg services 

1 assistance and mformatlon to mcrease America's competitiveness m the world economy 
2 admmisters programs to prevent unfair foreign competition, provides social/ economic statistics and analyses 
3 provides research and support for mcreased use of scientific and technological development 
4 grants patents and registers trademarks 
5 develops policies and conducts research on telecommunications 
6 provides assistance to promote domestic economic development 
7 promotes travel to the United States of foreign residents 
8 assists m the growth of mmority busmesses 

TRADE INFORMATION CENTER 
Internet Address http //www ita doc povlt~c 
The Trade Information Center (TIC) is a resource for mformation on export assistance programs government-wlde TIC staff 
members can provide counselmg, advise exporters on how to locate and use government programs, guide businesses through 
the export process, and supply general market information TIC publishes the Export Promams A Busmess D~rectorv of U S 
Government Services which is a free publication 

Tel (800) USA-TRADE, (202)482-0543 
Fax (202) 482-4473 

THE EXPORT ASSISTANCE CENTER NETWORK 
Internet Address http l/www ita doc gov/uscsl 
The Department of Commerce the U S Small Business Admlnistrat~on and the Export-Import Bank formed a unlque partnership to 
establish Export Assistance Centers (EACs), a network of one-stop shops that delivers a comprehensive array of export 
counselmg and trade finance services to export-ready firms EACs are located m urban areas and house resident trade finance 
specialists Distnct EACs are located closer to clients in both urban and suburban areas Dismct EACs llnk electronically to 
EACs and public-pnvate partners to leverage program resources 

To contact the Export Assistance Center closest to you, call 1-800-USA-TRADE 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE ADMINISTRATION 
Internet Address h p  //www ita doc gov 
The International Trade Admmistration (ITA) offers assistance and mformation to help exporters ITA units include (1) 
domestic and overseas commercial officers, (2) mdustry experts, and (3) country experts Each unit promotes products and 
offers services and programs for the U S exportmg community 

Latm Amenca and the Caribbean Business Development Center 
Latm America Tel (202) 482-2437 
Canbbean Tel (202) 482-0841 



The U S and Fore~gn Commercial Service (US & FCS) 
Part of the International Trade Admmistratlon, the US & FCS supports U S f m s ,  especially small- and mediurn- 
sized companies, m thelr efforts to mcrease exports The Commercial Service mamtams a worldwide service delivery 
network with offices m more than 80 cities m the United States and m 69 countnes around the world The global 
capabil~ties of the US & FCS provide seamless service to U S f m s  mterested m exportmg, fiom basic market 
research to arrangmg meetmgs with potential forelgn buyers If your company is mterested m export assistance, 
please contact one of the offices m the Commercial Service's Export Assistance Center network at 1-800-USA- 
TRADE 

NATIONAL TRADE DATA BANK 
Internet Address http l/www stat-usa gov 
The Nat~onal Trade Data Bank (NTDB) is the U S Government's most comprehensive source of world trade data The NTDB, 
a CD-ROM subscnpt~on service of the Department of Commerce's STAT-USA, is a trade library of over 190,000 documents 
Topics on the NTDB mclude export opportunities by country, mdustry, and product, foreign companies or Importers lookmg 
for specific products, how-to market guides, demographic, polltical, and socio-economic condit~ons m hundreds of countnes 
The NTDB is available for use fiee of charge at many Department of Commerce domestic offices and nearly 1,000 Federal 
depository hbranes, which mcludes many university and community libranes The cost of a smgle monthly issue (two dlscs) is 
$35, and an annual subscr~ption of 12 monthly issues is $360 To place an order for the CD-ROM Tel(202) 482-1986 

The NTDB is also avsulable on the mtemet To locate the nearest library with NTDB, please contact the 
Trade Information Center (TIC), see above 

The Department of Commerce, m coordlnat~on with the Department of State, has offices specifically equ~pped to handle Latjn 
Amerrcan Trade 

OFFICE OF NAFTA 
Internet Address http //www ltaiep doc gov 
Part of the International Trade Admmistration, the Office of NAFTA asslsts U S exporters m takmg advantage of trade 
opportunitles m Canadian and Mexican markets withm the NAFTA framework Trade specialists provide busmess counselmg 
on Mexico and Canada, NAFTA regulations, mvestment opportunlties, and m-corntry contact mformation on the NAFTA 
Certificate of Ongm rules of ongm by product, mdustry specific busmess opportunities and updates, fmancmg mformation, 
and other helpful "how-to" guides on exportmg to Canada and Mexico 

Office of NAFTA staff 
Tel (202) 482-0305 
Flashfax 1-800-USA-TRADE 

LATIN AMERICA FLASH FAX SYSTEM 
The Flash Fax System outlmes step-by-step mstructlons to assist the user m accessmg documents relatmg to Latm Amenca and 
the Caribbean Sample documents mclude Trade Promotion Organizations, Canbbean Basm Initiative, Opportunities Sources 
for LAC and U S  Companies, Top Export Information for Selected Country, Import Regulations, Trade and Investment 
Barriers, and Key Contact Lists 

Call (202) 482-4464 to order documents 
To reach the mam menu of documents, select #0100 

LATIN AMERICAICARIBBEAN BUSINESS BULLETIN 
As part of the Flash Fax System, and m association with USAID, the DOC publishes the LA/C Busmess Bulletm U S and 
Latm Amencan companies can place busmess opportunitles listmgs or requests for specific products andlor servlces Each 
request outlmes a pertment need, as well as a spec~fic contact to reach The bulletm and opportunlties listmgs are available 
through Flash Fax or the Internet 

MI- Walt Schaffer, Department of Commerce 
Tel (202) 482-2913, Fax (202) 482-22 18 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Country desk officers m regional bureaus malntam regular contact with overseas diplomatic missions and provide country 
speclfic economlc and polihcal analysis for U S  companies Each bureau has a commercial coordinator to assist U S 
busmesses 

Douglas Clman, Inter-Amenca Bureau, Commercial Coordmator 
Tel (202) 647-1232 Fax (202) 647-6408 

U S  DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Internet Address http //www usda gov 

The U S Department of Agnculture (USDA) has a history of technical assistance, trammg, research, and scientific exchange 

USDA FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE PAS) 
Internet Address http Ilwww usda govlfasl 
Concessional Sales and Donations USDA-planned food assistance to countries is covered under Public Law 480lTitle I 
P L 480 Title I provtdes long-term credits for purchases of U S agricultural commodities had a total commodity value of 
approxunately $24 6 million for FY95 Agricultural commodities provided under the food assistance programs mclude wheat 
and wheat flour, corn, nce, soybean meal, vegetable oil, butter, butter oil, mfant formula, dalry products, lentils, peas, and 
beans Sectlon 416 under thls law provides food donations 

Food for Progress 
USDA Foreign Agricultural Service 
Tel (202) 205-2405 
Fax (202) 690-3606 

Emerglng Markets Offie 
Tel (202) 720-0368 
Fax (202) 690-4963, (202) 205-588 1 

Export Credit Programs The Export Credit Guarantee Program (GSM-102), established to msure fmancmg for sales of U S 
agricultural commodities overseas 

USDA Commod~ty Credri Corporation 
14th and Independence Avenues, S W 
Washmgton, D C 20250 
Tel (202) 720-3225, Fax (202) 720-2949 

Technical Ass~stance USDA's Emergmg Markets Program (EMP) alms to expand overseas markets for U S agricultural 
products, equipment, and services, and to share expertise m order to help develop the food and rural busmess systems of 
emergmg democracies The range of achvlties undertaken mcludes agncultural sector assessments, jomt venture assessments, 
and project work m areas rangmg from wholesale market development, market news and market mformation systems, 
commodity exchange and tradlng rule development, poultry and dalry Improvement, mtroduction of uniform grades and 
standards, resident policy advisers, agncultural marketmg, and trade missions m both drections Countries must meet the 
following cntena (1) per capita GDP under $8,533, (2) population of over 1 million, and (3) positive economlc mdicators 

Emergtng Markets Office 
Room 6506 South Agriculture Bulldmg 
14th & Independence Avenues, SW 
Washmgton, D C 20250-1000 
Tel (202) 720-0368, Fax (202) 690-4369 

Trade Assistance and Promotion Tel (202) 720-7420 
Foreign Agncultural Affars Tel (202) 720-6138 
International Agncultural Trade Policy Tel (202) 720-6887 
Commodity and Marketing Programs Tel (202) 720-4761 



AGEXPORT CONNECTIONS 
http //WWW usda gov/fas/ 
Trade leads are mqumes fiom forelgn buyers sent daily to USDA by the Forelgn Agricultural Service's 80 overseas offices 
They are made available on electronic bulletm boards, several tunes a week m the Journal of Commerce, and weekly on the 
AgExport fax pollmg system Fees vary Fore~gn Buyer lists may be used to match products to prospective buyers worldwide 
The database contams over 18,000 foreign firms covermg 70 countries and over 235 food and agncultural commodities Lists 
are processed by either spec~fic commodity or specific country and cost $15 each US Supplier Llsts may be used to source 
food and agncultural products for export Over 6,500 names are contamed m this database, which IS distributed worldw~de to 
FAS overseas offices Listmgs are available by commodity and cost $15 each 

Trade leads, Foreign Market Overviews, and the Foreign Buyers List may also be accessed on AgExport's home page under 
the "Foreign Markets Research" icon 

Ms Pamela Sherard 
AgExport Connecttons 
Tel (202) 720-7409 
Fax (202) 690-4374 

Embassy of the Argentma 
1600 New Harnpshlre Avenue NW 
Washlngton DC 20009 
Tel (202) 939-6400 

httu /IWWW embassy ordembassies/mdex html 

Embassy of Bel~ze 
2535 Massachusetts Avenue NW 
Washington DC 20008 
Tel (202) 332-9636 

Embassy of Braz~l 
3006 Massachusetts Avenue NW 
Washlngton D C 20008 
Tel (202) 745-2700 
Fax (202) 745-2827 

Embassy of Bollvla 
3014 Massachusetts Avenue NW 
Washington D C 20008 
Tel (202) 483-44 10 
Fax (202) 328-3712 

Embassy of Ch~le  
1732 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 
Wash~ngton DC 20036 
Tel (202) 785-1746 
Fax (202) 887-5579 

Embassy of Colomb~a 
21 18 Leroy Place NW 
Wash~ngton DC 20008 
Tel (202) 387-8338 
Fax (202) 232-8643 

Embassy of Costa R~ca  
21 14 S Street, NW 
Washington DC 20008 
Tel (202) 234-2945 

Cuba Interests Sect~on 
2630 and 2639 16th Street, NW 
Washlngton DC 20009 
Tel (202) 797-85 18 

Embassy of the Domln~can Republ~c 
1715 220d Street, NW 
Washlngton D C 20008 
Tel (202) 332-6280 

Embass of Ecuador ix 2535 15 Street, NW 
Washlngton D C 20009 
Tel (202) 234-7200 

Embassy of El Salvador 
2308 Califomla Street NW 
Washington, D C 20008 
Tel (202) 265 967 1 

Embassy of Guatemala 
2220 R Street, NW 
Wash~ngton D C 20008 
Tel (202) 745-4952 

Embassy of Guyana 
2490 Tracy Place NW 
Washington DC 20008 
Tel (202) 265 6900 

Embassy of Halt1 
23 1 1 Massachusetts Avenue NW 
Wash~ngton DC 20008 
Tel (202) 332-4090 
Fax (202) 745-7215 

Embassy of Honduras 
3007 Tilden Street, NW 
Wash~ngton D C 20008 
Tel (202) 966-7702 



Embassy of Jama~ca 
1520 New Hampshire Avenue NW 
Washington DC 20036 
Tel (202) 452-0660 
Fax (202) 452-0081 

Embassy of Mexlco 
191 1 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washmgton, D C 20006 
Tel (202) 728-1600 

Embassy of Nicaragua 
1627 New Hampsh~re Avenue NW 
Washmgton, D C 20009 
Tel (202) 939 6570 

Embassy of Panama 
2862 McG111 Terrace NW 
Wash~ngton D C 20008 
Tel (202) 483-1407 

Embassy of Paraguay 
2400 Massachusetts Avenue NW 
Wash~ngton D C 20008 
Tel (202) 483-6960 

Embassy of Peru 
1700 Massachusetts Avenue NW 
Washlngton D C 20036 
Tel (202) 833 9860 

Embassy of the Republ~c of Surlname 
4301 Connecticut Avenue Suite 108, NW 
Wash~ngton DC 20008 
Tel (202) 244-7488 

Embassy of the Republlc of Venezuela 
1099 30th Street NW 
Washington D C 20007 
Tel (202) 342-2214 

USAIDlBrazll 
Amerlcan Embassy 
70 403-900 
Brasiha, D F Braz~l 
Tel 55-61 -225-8607 
Fax 55 61-321-7272 

USAID/Bollvla 
P 0 Box 4530 
La Paz Bollvia 
Tel 591-2-786544 
Fax 591-2-782325 

USAIDfDornln~can Republ~c 
Calle Cesar Nicolas Penson No 12 
Santo Domlngo Dominican Republic 
Tel 809-541-2171 
Fax 809-221-0444 

USAIDlEcuador 
1573 Ave Colombia Y Quesaras del Medio 
Edifico Computec 5 PISO 
Quito, Ecuador 
Tel 593-252-1 100 
Fax 593-256-1228 

USAID/EI Salvador 
25 Avenida Norte No 1230 
San Salvador El Salvador 
Tel 503-2-981666 
Fax 503-2-980885 

USAIDIGuatemala 
1 Calle 7-44 Zone 9 
01 009 Guatemala, Guatemala D A 
Tel 502-33 1-2474 
Fax 502-33 1-2106 

USAIDlGuyana 
263 Earl s Avenue Subryanvllle 
Greater Georgetown Guyana 
Tel 592-2 573 15 or 573 18 
Fax 592-2-573 16 

USAIDIH~I~I 
Harry Truman Blvd 
Port Au Prlnce Halt! 
Tel 509 224812 
Fax 509-239603 

USAID Honduras 
Avenida La Paz 
Frente Embajada Americana 
Teguc~galpa, Honduras 
Tel 504-369320 ext 2506 
Fax 504-367776 

USAIDIJamava 
68 Oxford Rd 
Klngston 5 Jamalca 
Tel 8-809-929-3751 
Fax 8-809 929-9944 

USAID/M~XICO 
Paseo de la Reforma 305 
Mexico 5 D F Mexico 
Tel 525-2 1 1-0042 
Fax 525-207-7558 

USAIDlN~caragua 
American Embassy 
Managua, N~caragua 
Tel 505-2-670502 
Fax 505-2 783828 



USAIDRanama 
Apartado 6959 Panama 5 Rep de Panama 
Panama City, Panama 
Tel 507-2-63601 1 
Fax 507-2-640104 

USAIDJParaguay 
Mayor Fleltas 256 
Asuncion Paraguay 
Tel 595-21-213-727 
Fax 595-21-213-732 

USAID Peru 
Caslla Postal # 1995 
Lima, Peru 
Tel 5 11-4-333200 
Fax 5 11 -4-337034 

ARGENTINA 
Amencan Chamber of Commerce in Argentlna 
Avenue Leandro North AIem 1 1 10 Piso 13 
1 101 Buenos Ares Argentma 
Tel 54 1-3 1 1-542015126 
Fax 5 14-3 1 1-9076 

BOLIVIA 
Amencan Chamber of Commerce of Bolivia 
Casilla 8268 
La Paz Bolivia 
Tel 5212 342-523 
Fax 5212-371-503 

BRAZIL 
American Chamber of Commerce m Bran1 
C P 916 Praca Pio X 15 Fifth Floor 
20040 h o  de Janlero RJ - Bravl 
Tel 552 1-203-2477 
Fax 552 1-263-4477 

Amencan Chamber of Commerce for Brazil 
Rua da Espanha 2 Salas 604 606 
40000 Salvador Bahla, B r a 1  
Tel 5571-242 0077 242-5606 
Fax 5571-243-9986 

American Chamber of Commerce for Braz~l 
Rua Alexandre Dumas 1976 
04717 Sao Paulo SP Brazil 
Tel 551 1-246-9199 
Fax 551 1-246-9080 

CHILE 
Chllean Amencan Chamber of Commerce 
Avenlda Am nco Vespucio Sur 80 9 Plso 
82 Correo 34 
Santiago Chlle 
Tel 562-208-4140 
Fax 562-206-091 1 

COLOMBIA 
Colomb~an-Amencan Chamber of Commerce 
Apdo A reo 8008 
Calle35 No 6 16 
Bogot Colombia 
Tel 571-285-7800 
Fax 571-288-6434 

Amencan Chamber of Commerce In Colombia 
Avenida 1 N No 3N-97 
Cali Colombia 
Tel 573-6 10-1 62 672-993 
Fax 573-672-992 

Colombian-Amencan Chamber of Commerce 
Edificio Banco de Colombla, Of 500 
Apdo A reo 20483 
Cartagena, Colombla 
Tel 575-365 7724 
Fax 575-365-1704 

Colombian-Amencan Chamber of Commerce 
Apartado A reo 66655 
Medell n Colombia 
Tel 573-268 7491 

COSTA RICA 
Costa Rcan-Amencan Chamber of Commerce 
C/O Aerocasillas P 0 Box 025216 
Department 1576 
Miam], FL 33 102-5216 
Tel 506-20 22-00 
Fax 506-20-23 00 

D0MmTICA.N REPUBLIC 
Amencan Chamber of Commerce 
Torre B H D 
Av Wlnston Church111 P 0 Box 95-2 
Santo Domingo Dominican Republic 
Tel 1-809-544-2222 
Fax 1-809-544-0502 

ECUADOR 
Ecuadorian-Amencan Chamber of Commerce 
Edificio Mult~centra, 4 P 
La NI a y Avda 6 de Dlclembre 
Quito Ecuador 
Tel 5932-543-512 
Fax 5932-505-571 

Ecuadorian-American Chamber of Commerce 
F Cordova 812, Plso 3 Oficlna 1 
Ed~ficio Torres de la Merced 
Guayaquil Ecuador 
Tel 5934-566-481 
Fax 5934-563-259 



EL SALVADOR 
Amencan Chamber of Commerce of El Salvador 
87 Avenue North #720 
Apartment A, Col Escal 
San Salvador El Salvador 
Tel 503-23-3292 
Fax 503 24-6856 

GUA TEMALA 
Amencan Chamber of Commerce in Guatemala 
12 Calle-I 25, Zona 10 
Edif Gimlnis 10 Torre Norte Nivel 12, Of 1206 
Guatemala, Guatemala 
Tel 5022-353-372 
Fax 5022-353-372 

HONDURAS 
Honduran-American Chamber of Commerce 
Hotel Honduras Maya, Apdo Pos 1838 
Tegucigalpa, Honduras 
Tel 504-23-70-43 
Fax 504 32-20-3 1 

Honduran-American Chamber of Commerce 
Centro Bella Aurora, Apdo Postal 1209 
San Pedro Sula, Honduras 
Tel 504-654-0164 

JAMAICA 
Amencan Chamber of Commerce of Jamaica 
The Wyndham Hotel 
77 Knutsford Boulevard 
Klngston 5 Jamsllca 
Tel 1-809-926 7866/67 
Fax 1-809 929-8597 

MEXICO 
American Chamber of Commerce in Mexico 
Mailing address m the U S 
P 0 Box 60326 Apdo 113 
Houston Texas 77205-1794 
Tel 525-724-3800 
Fax 525-703-3908 

American Chamber of Commerce in Mexico 
Avda Moctezuma #442 
Col Jardlnes del Sol 
45050 Zapopan, Jalisco, Mexico 
Tel 5236-34 6606 
Fax 5236-34-7374 

NICARAGUA 
American Chamber of Commerce of Nicaragua 
Apdo 202 
Managua, Nicaragua 
Tel 5052 67-30-99 
Fax 5052-67 30-98 

PANAMA 
American Chamber of Commerce & Industry of 
Panama 
Apartado 168, Estafeta Balboa 
Panama 1 Republic of Panama 
Tel 507-69-3881 
Fax 507-23-3508 

PARAGUA Y 
Paraguayan-Amencan Chamber of Commerce 
Edif El Faro Intemacional P 4 
Asunci n Paraguay 
Tel 59521-422-132-136 
Fax 59521-422-135 

PERU 
American Chamber of Commerce in Peru 
Avenida hcardo Palma 836 Miraflores 
Lima 18, Per 
Tel 5 1 14-47 9349 
Fax 5 1 14-47-9352 

URUGUAY 
Chamber of Commerce Uruguay-U S A 
Calle Bart lome Mitre 1337 
Casilla de Correo 809 
Montevideo Uruguay 
Tel 5982-95-90-59 
Fax 5982-95-90-59 

KENEZUELA 
Venezuelan-American Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry 
Torre Credival Piso 10 
2da Avenida de Campo Alegre Apartado 5 181 
Caracas 10 l OA Venezuela 
Tel 582-263 0833 
Fax 582-263-1829 

American Chamber of Commerce in Mexico 
Picacho 760 Despachos 4 y 6 Col OBSSpado 
Monterrey N L Mexico 
Tel 5283-48-7 141/4749 
Fax 5283 48-5574 



ARGENTINA 
Argentma-Amencan Chamber of Commerce 
10 Rockefeller Plaza, Tenth Floor 
New York, NY 10020 
Tel 2121698 2238 
Fax 2121698-2239 

BRAZIL 
Brazlhan-Amencan Chamber of Commerce 
22 West 48th Street Room 404 
New York, NY 10036 
Tel 2121575-9030 
Fax 2121921-1078 

Braulian-Amencan Chamber of Commerce 
80 Southwest Eighth Street, Sulte 1800 
Mlam FL 33130 
Tel 3051579-9030 

COLOMBLA 
Colombian-Amencan Assoclatlon Inc 
150 Nassau Sulte 20 15 
New Yo& NY 10038 
Tel 2121233-7776 
Fax 2121233-7779 

ECUADOR 
Ecuadorean-Amencan Assoclatron Inc 
150 Nassau Sulte 2015 
New York, NY 10038 
Tel 2121808 0978 
Fax 2121233-7779 

GUATEMALA 
Guatemala U S Trade Associatlon 
299 Alhambra Clrcle #207 
Coral Gables FL 33 134 
Tel 3051443-0343 
Fax 3051443-0699 

MEXICO 
Mexlcan Chamber of Commerce of Arizona 
P 0 Box 626 
Phoenlx AZ 85001 
Tel 6021252-6448 

Mexican Chamber of Commerce 
125 Paseo de La Plaza, Room 404 
Los Angeles CA 900 12 
Tel 3 101826-9898 
Fax 3 101826 2876 

U S -Mexico Chamber of Commerce 
12 1 1 Connecticut Avenue N W 
Washington, D C 20036 
Tel 2021296 5198 
Fax 2021822 0075 

PERU 
Peruvian-Amencan Associatlon 
50 West 34th Street 
New York, NY 10036 
Tel 2121964-3855 

TRmTIDAD AND TOBAGO 
Tnnidad and Tobago Chamber of Commerce 
C/O Tnntoc Sewlces, Ltd 
400 Madison Avenue Room 803 
New York, NY 10016 
Tel 2121759-3388 
Fax 2 1213 19-9677 

REGIONAL CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE 

LATmTAMERICA 
Councll of the Amer~cas 
680 Park Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 
Tel 2121628-3200 
Fax 212151 7-6247 

Houston Inter-Amencan Chamber of Commerce 
5 10 Bemg Dnve, Suite 300 
Houston TX 77057 
Tel 7131975-6171 
Fax 7131975-6610 

Latln Chamber of Commerce 
1417 West Flagler Street 
 MI^ FL33135 
Tel 3051642-3870 
Fax 3051541-2181 

Latln Amerlcan Manufacturing Assoclatlon 
419 New Jersey Avenue S E 
Washmgton D C 20003 
Tel 202/546-3803 
Fax 2021546-3807 

Pan Amencan Society of the United States Inc 
680 Park Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 
Tel 2121249-8950 
Fax 2 1215 17 6247 

U S Hlspanic Chamber of Commerce 
1030 15th Street N W Sulte 206 
Wash~ngton D C 20005 
Tel 2021842-1 212 
Fax 2021842-322 1 



Llsted below are a selected group of organlzat~ons that help businesses engage in ~ntemational trade In addition local intemat~onal trade 
organizations are abundant throughout the Unlted States These groups usually meet on a regular basis sponsor seminars and support 
thelr members' mtemational trade mterests Contact the Federation of Internat~onal Trade Associations (see below) for the ~nternational 
trade association m your area 

Amerlcan Assoc~atlon of Exporters and Importers (AAEI) 
1 1  West 42nd Street 
New York, NY 10036 
Tel 21 21944-2230 
Fax 2121382-2606 

AAEI provides ~ t s  member firms with lnformatlon on trade regulations legislat~on and lntematlonal developments affectmg business 
through weekly and quarterly publications AAEI also testifies before Congress and other levels of government to address intemat~onal 
trade related problems Membership conslsts of multinational medium- and small-size f m s  representlng a broad cross section of 
industry sectors 

U S Chamber of Commerce of the Unlted States 
Intematlonal Dlvislon 
1615 H Street N W 
Wash~ngton, D C 20062 
Tel 2021463-5460 
Fax 2021463-3 1 14 

The U S Chamber of Commerce represents Amencan busmess It lobbies the U S government for speclfic trade pol~cies and sponsors a 
number of conferences The U S Chamber also supports a number of country- or regional-speclfic Chambers of Commerce 

Natlonal Assoclat~on of Export Compan~es (NEXCO) 
P 0 Box 1330 Murray Hill Station 
New York, NY 10156 
Tel 2121725 331 1 
Fax 21Y725-33 12 

Membership consists of exportmg companies The organization holds monthly meetlngs In New York, although membership is 
nationwide and communicates through a monthly newsletter 

Nat~onal Customs Brokers and Forwarders Assoc~atlon of Amerlca (NCBFAA) 
One World Trade Center Su~te  11  53 
New York NY 10048 
Tel 2121432-0050 
Fax 21Y432 5709 

NCBFAA a membership organization of customs brokers and forwarders sells ~ t s  membership l ~ s t  whlch can assist In locating customs 
brokers and fkelght forwarders In your area 

Nat~onal Forelgn Trade Councll (NFTC) 
1625 K Street N W 
Washington D C 20006 
Tel 2021887 0278 
Fax 2021452-8 160 

NFTC's membership consists of about 500 U S manufacturing corporations and service companies having mtemational operations or 
Interests 

Small Buslness Exporters Assoc~atlon (SBEA) 
4603 John Taylor Court 
Annandale VA 22003 
Tel 7031642-2490 
Fax 7031750 9655 



SBEA IS a trade assoclatlon representmg small- and medrum size exporters 

Unrted States Councrl for Internat~onal Busrness 
12 12 Avenue of the Arnencas 2 1st Floor 
New York, NY 10026 
Tel 2121354-4480 
Fax 2121575-0327 

The Councll a membership organizaQon IS the U S affiliate of the Intematronal Chamber of Commerce whlch monitors and facrlrtates 
trade worldwide The Councrl also oversees the Interstate Commerce Commission's Temporary Admrsslon Carnet System whrch 
simplifies customs procedures govemlng the temporary exportation of commercial product samples 

World Trade Centers Assocration (WTCA) 
One World Trade Center 35th Floor 
New York, NY 10048 
Tel 2121432-2626 
Fax 2121488 0064 

WTCs are located around the world lncludlng Centers throughout the Unrted States and Mexrco One of the ways m whrch WTCs 
encourage global trade a through the World Trade Centers trade lead data bank and messaging system NETWORK World Trade 
Center members recelve office support sewlces consultant services conferences and rec~procal membershrp servlces at WTCs globally 

Federatron of Internahonal Trade Assocrat~ons (FITA) 
185 1 Alexander Bell Dnve 
Reston VA 22091 
Tel 7031391-6108 

FITA can asslst you m locatrng an lntematronal trade assoclatlon m your geographic area 



Argentma Infonnahon Source 
httu //mivuo codmdex htm 

Argemna Busrness 
httu //www lnvertlr codmdex html 

Bohra Buslness Onhne 
http //www boliviablz com/boliviablz htm 

Latrn Amenca on the Net Bolrvra 
http //www latinworld codsur/bolivd 

Bolrvran Trmes 
http //latmwide com/boltlmes/ 

Braulran Info Sources on the Internet 
http //www brasil emb nw dc us/PATRVhotsite htm 

Brg Emergrng Market In formon 
httu //WWW stat-usa gov/bems/bemsbrazlbemsbraz html 

Lahn Amenca on the Net Brazrl 
http //www latmworld com/sur/brasil/ 

Amencan Chamber of Commerce m Braul 
httu //WWW amcham com br 

Braz~llan Government Sltes 

Frnance M~nrstry 
http //WWW fazenda gov br//mgles/welc html 

ZBGE, Natronal Statrshcs Agency 
httu //www ibge gov br 

Labn Amenca on the Net Chrle 
httu //www latinworld codsur/chilel 

Lahn Amenca on the Net Argentrna 
http //www latlnworld codsur/argentma/ 

Brg Emergrng Market Znfonnahon 
httu //www stat-usa gov/bems/bernsardbemsarg html 

Bolrvran WWWSrtes and Commercral Srtes 
httu //~aguar vg cc md uslwebsites html 

La EstreIIa del Onente 
httu //la-estrella corn 

Braul Frnancral Wire 
http //www agestado corn 

Brazrhan Embassy 
httu / /WWW brasil emb nw dc us/home htm 

Gazeta Mercantrl 
httu //WWW gazetamercant11 corn brlindex htm 

Znstrtute of Appbed Econonuc Research (econonuc data) 
httu Ilwww ivea gov brl 

The Natronal Bank for Econonuc and Socral Development 
httu Ilwww bndes gov br/ 

Trade and Investment Gurde Chrle 
http / /WWW gekkonet comlCHIPtradelmdex html 

Internattonal Busrness Practrces rn Chrle 
httu //www smartbiz com/sbs/arts/burl4 htm 



Costa &ca 

General In formatron 
http //www mfo co cr/ 
http //www cocon com 

Lahn Amenca on the Net Costa Rrca 
http I/www latmworld codcentrolcostanca~ 

Cuba 

CubaNet 
http //www cubanet orgl 

Latrn Amerrca on the Net Cuba 
http //www latmworld com/cmbe/cuba/ 

Dominican Re~ublic 

D R One 
http Ilwww dr 1 c o d  

Lahn Amenca on the Net Donunrcan Republrc 
http / / ~ w  latmworld com/canbe/rdommican~ 

Ecuador 

Ecuador General Znformatlon Source 
http //www globescope codecuador/mdex html 

Busrness Monrtor 
http //WW busmessmonitor co uklbbp mdex/ecuador/ 

El Salvador 

El Salvador Busrness 
http //www wtg-onlme com/country/sv/bus html 

Latzn Amenca on the Net El Salvador 
http Ilwww latmworld codcentro/elsalvadorl 

Guatemala 

Guatemala Onlrne 
http l/www quetzalnet c o d  

Latrn America on the Net Guatemala 
http //www latmworld codcentro/guatemala/ 

Guatemala Central Amenca Onlzne 
http //www pronet net gt 

Guyana 

Guyana News and Informatron 
http //www guyana org 

News 
http //www nacion co cr/ 

Cuba Web 
http //WW cubaweb cul 

Cuba Onlrne 
http / /WWW shopmiami com/cubaol 

Hzspanet 
http //www hispanet comhdex html 

Trade Znformntron 
http Ilwww tradeport orglcgi- 
budbanner pl/ts/countnes/dommicanrep/rndex html 

El Comercro 
http / /WWW elcomercio com 

LANZC El Salvador 
http //lanic utexas edulla/ca/salvador/ 

GUATEMALA Busrness Dzrectoly 
http /IWWW centrarnerica com/guatemala/d~rectory htm 

Prensa Lrbre 
http //www prensalibre c o d  

Internatronal Busrness Practrces zn Guatemala 
httu / / m  smartbiz com/sbs/arts/barl2 htrn 

LANIC Guyana 
http Nlanic utexas edulla/sa/guyana/ 



Center for Internatronal Polrcy 
Hat1 Program 
http //W\W US net/cip/haib htm 

Centre Hartten de Recherches et de Documentairon 
http //w3 iprollnk chlchrdt 

Honduras 

Latrn Amerrca on the Nei Honduras 
http //www latlnworld codcentxo/honduras/ 

Honduras Thrs Week 
http / /WWW marrder com/htw/ 

Establrshrng a Busrness m Jammca 
http //mfg-law codguldes html 

LANZC Mexrco 
http //lan~c utexas edu/la/mexico/ 

Latrn Amenca on the Net Mexrco 
http / / w w  latlnworld codnorte/mexico/ 

Government S~tes 

OfJicral Econoituc Informatton 
http / / w w  shcp pob mx 

ZNEGI, Natronal Stat~strcs Agency 
http //www lnegl gob mx 

Central Bank 
http / / w w  bcn gob nl/ 

Nrcaragua Onlrne 
http //WWW n~caragua-onlme c o d  

Paraguay 

Busrness Monrtor 
http //pyram~d busmessmonitor co uktbbp mdex paragua 
Y 

LANIC Harti 
http //lan~c utexas edu~la/cb/haittl/ 

Harlr en Marche 
http //home earthllnk net/-hedmdex html 

Red Naaonal HONDUnet 
http //www hondunet ned 

LANZC Jamnrca 
http //lanlc utexas edulla/cb/'amaica/ 

Brg Emergrng Market Informatron 
http //www stat-usa gov/bems/bemsmex/bemsmex html 

M m c o  Busrness Center 
http //www mex~cool com/busmess/ 

Red de Informacron Rural - Mexrco 
http //www laneta apc org/ru/ 

L&n Amenca on the Net Nrcaragua 
http //www latmworld codcentro/n~caragua/ 

LANK Nrcaragua 
http //lanlc utexas edu/la/ca/n~caragua/ 

Latrn Amenca on the Net Paraguay 
http //WWW latmworld codsur/paraguay/ 

LANK Paraguay 
http Nlanic utexas edu/la/sa/paraguay/ 



Peru 
Lann Amenca on the Net Peru 
http //www latlnworld codsur/peru/ 

LANIC Peru 
http //lanic utexas edu/la/peru/ 

COPRI 
El Programa de Pnvrtrzaczon 
http //www copn gob pel 

LATIN AMERICAN SITES 

TRADE AND ECONOMIC 

Lairn Ammca Network Informatron Center (LANIC) 
http //lanic utexas edd  

SBA Onlrne 
http //www sba gov 

Trade Port Informahon 
http /Iwww tradeport org/ts/countnes/ 

Department of Forergn Affarrs and Internatzonal Trade 
http //www dfait-maeci gc calenglisWgeo/lac/menu htm 

Access Latrn Amenca 
http //www access- 
trade com/access latln america frame htm 

Bzg Emergrng Markets (BEMs) 
http //www stat-usa gov/itabems html 
Latm Amencan BEMs Argentma, Brazil and Mexico 

Comszon Econonucapara Amenca Latrna y el Canbe 
http //www eclac cl 

Customs Gurde to the Amencas 1996 
http //americas fiu eddcustoms 

Flonda Trade Data Center 
http //www flatrade orgl 

FINANCE AND INVESTMENT 

Banker's Assocrat~on for Forergn Trade 
http //www miep orglaxcap 

Access to Export Cap~tal Program (AXCAP) 
Export Import Bank of the UnrtedStates 
http I/www exlm gov 

F I W e b  
http IIwww fmweb c o d  

Investment Sources 
http //galaxy elnet net 

Internatronal Trade Law Monrtor 
http //it1 w uit no/ 

Latrn Amencan Trade Councrl of Oregon (LATCO) 
http //www latco org 

Latrn World 
http //www latlnworld com 

PRS Onlrne 
http //www countrydata com 

SZCE -0rganrzation for Amencan States 
http Ilwww sice oas org/rootfstidre stm 

Trade Pornt USA 
http //www2 tpusa com 

Unzbex 
http Ilwww unibex corn 
U S Chamber of Commerce s electronic commerce servlce 

USAID Selected Economic and Social Data 
http //www lnfo usaid gov/regions/lac/sesd/mdex html 

Overseas Pnvate Investment Corporatron 
http //www opic gov 

Small Busrness Development Centers- Contact Informatron 
by State 
http l/www smallblz suny eddroster htm 

U S  Trade and Development Agency 
http //www tda gov 

Warner Fznanczal Network 
http //www wfnet corn 

Inter-Amencan Development Bank 
http //www iadb org World Bank 

http //www worldbank org 



ENVIRONMENT 

Carrbbean Envrronment and Sustarnable Development 
http //is~s uwlmona edu jdcesdl 

Envrronment and Natural Resource Informatton Center 
(USAID) 
http //www Info usaid gov/ennc/ 

Global Recyclzng Network 
http //gm codgmf 
[trade leads, environmental industry] 

Greenpages 
http //eco-web codmdex html 
The global directory for environmental technology 

Envrronment Vrrtual Lrbrary 
http //earthsystems org/Envdlsts html 

Island Resources Foundation 
http //www Irf@,~rf orgl 
Island Resources Foundation a pnvate non-profit organization based at Red Hook on the East End of St Thomas US Vrrgin Islands 
dedicated to solving the env~ronmental problems of development m small tropical islands The Foundation was founded by Dr Edward 
L Towle Ph D in 1972 [Biodiversity Conservation] Fformation and GIs] [Resource Management] 

Island System, Inc 
http //WWW lslandsystems codrelated llnks htmll 

Carrbbean Conservatron 
http //cccturtle orgl 
Caribbean Conservation hopes to make thls s ~ t e  a source of information and enlightenment for the world to understand our mission Over 
the next few months we will be addlng many sources of information designed to help increase understandmg of the plight of sea turtles 
tropical birds and other species in the Caribbean basin and the Costa k c a  ranforests Please select from the options below and be sure 
to visit us regularly as we construct and update this site Links lnclude CARIBBEAN WEEK Pan Cmbbean coverage of news 
business polltics tourism lifestyle culture][GENERAL REGIONAL INFORMATION] 

Canbbean/Amencan Llnks - Canbbean Businesses in North America 
Caribbean Busmess Intell~gence - An excellent resource 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

FUNREDES 
http Ilfunredes org 
FUNREDES mission is to promote and facilitate the use of Newer Information and Communication Technologies (NICT) m developing 
countnes and especially In Latm America and the Caribbean together with international organizations NGO s govenunents public and 
prlvate interested institutions etc with the purpose of contributing to the regional development and integration 

REFERENCE AND UNIVERSITIES 

Handbook of Latrn Amerrcan Studres Onlrne 
http lllcweb2 loc gov/hlasl 
The U S Library of Congress Hlspanic Dlvls~on has recently made all volumes from 1935 onward of its Handbook of Latm American 
Studies avalable for searching onthe web "The mult~disciplinary Handbook alternates annually between the social sciences and the 
humanit~es Each year more than 130 academics from around the world choose over 5 000 works for mclusion in the Handbook 

Harvard 
gopher //gopher harvard edu 

John Hopkrns 
The Latrn Amenca Development Archrve 
http Ilwww jhu edul-soclladark html 
Welcome to LADARK the Latin America Development Archive at Johns Hopklns University LADARK contams data sets and other 
information useful to social scientists who are d o i g  research on Latin Amencan development 
* Information on Organizations Involved w ~ t h  Latin Amenca 
* Other Internet Resources on Latln America (gopher link) 

Unrversrty of Mram North-South Center 
http llwww miami edu/nsc 



JUSTICE 

The Rule of Law Onhne 
httu //WWW rol ore; 

TRADE SHOW INFORMATION 

Trade Show Central 
h m  I/WWW tscentral corn 

Gurde to Internet Trade Leads and Trade Shows 
http //WWW Ita doc govthow to export/leads html 

Znternatronal Trade Adrmnrstratron 's Trade Events Calendar 
him Ninfoserv2 ita doc ~ovfepc nsf 

March 1998 

Miam1 1998 L ~ n k  to the Americas (Latin Amerlcan Information Technology Conference) 
Dates March4-7 1998 
Locatlon Miam1 Florida 
Contact Tel (305) 529-0066 Fax (305) 529-2280 

ALIMEXPO '98 (International nutntlon and food packagtng fan) 
Dates March 24-28 
Locatlon Havana, Cuba 
Contact Tel [53] (7) 215-5131210-758 Fax [53] (7) 219 065133 1-657 

A G R O ~ U S ~  '98 (International agriculture Industry f m )  
Dates March 26 - Apnl5 
Locat~on Talca, Chlle 
Contact FIMAULE [56] (71) 222-437 Fax [56] (71) 222-421 

Intercom '98 (1 1~ Consecutwe Telecommunicat~ons/Datacorn Event 
Dates March 2-3 
Locatlon Mlami Flonda 
Contact Intercom/Latcom Tel (305) 670-9444 Fax (305) 670-9459 E-mail mtercom@,att net 

Fena Internaclonal de San Jose de Davld (Agn Int 1 Fair) 
Dates March 12-22 
Locatlon Chlnqul Republlca de Panama 
Contact Fena Internact~onal Tel (507) 775-3532 Fax (507) 775 5428 

SAUDI3 BRASIL (Hosprtal& Medical Technology Pharrnaceutlcals & Laboratory Equipment Health & Fltness) 
Dates March 18-21 
Locatlon RIO De Janeiro Brazil 
Contact Subrnlt an lnforrnatlon request vla the internet to Trade Show Central at hm //www tscentral corn 

XIX Hem~sphenc Congress of Lat~n Chambers of Commerce & Industry 
Dates Apr1122-25 
Locat~on M~aml Flonda 
Contact Latln Chambers of Commerce (CAMACOL) Tel (305) 642-3870 Fax (305) 642-0653 



DlglCom '98 (Latin AmencadCaribbean Digltal Telecom Forum) 
Dates Apn128-30 
Locatlon Caracas Venezuela 
Contact Intercotn/Latcom Tel (305) 670-9444 Fax (305) 9459 E-mall mtercorn@,att net 

ENVIRONMEX (Environmental Technology) 
Dates Apnl 
Location Monterrey, Mexico 
Contact Submlt an information request vla the Internet to Trade Show Central at http //www tscentral corn 

TECNOTRON (Featurmg office equipment lnformat~cs telecommunications equlpment) 
Dates Apnl annually 
Locatlon Lima, Peru 
Contact Feria International del Pacifico Apartado 4404 Llma 100 
Tel 51-14-528 140 Fax 51-14 523-907 

Venezuela Comexpo (Featunng computers and telecommunications equlpment) 
Dates April annually 
Locatlon Caracas Venezuela 
Contact Marketing International Corporat~on 200 N Glebe Road Arlington VA 22203 
Tel (703) 527 8000 Fax (703) 527-8006 

Waste Water Trade Mlsslon (Pollut~on Control Equipment and Water Resources Equipment) 
Dates Apr11 12-18 
Location Sao Paulo Brazil 
Contact Deborah Anderson Tel (202) 482 2736 

May 1998 

AACCLA Annual Corporate Br~efing 
Dates May 13 
Location Washington DC 
Contact Association of Amerlcan Chambers of Commerce in Latln America (AACCLA) 
Tel (202) 463 5485 Fax (202) 463 3126 

PRO ECO (Environmental Technology) 
Dates May 
Location Monterrey Mexlco 
Contact Submlt an information request vla the mternet to Trade Show Central at http //www tscentral corn 

COMPUEDICION (Featunng mformat~on technology products) 
Dates May 
Location Mexico City Mexlco 
Contact IDG World Expo, 1 1 1 Speen St ,  Box 91 07 Farmmgton MA 01701 -9 107 
Tel (508) 879 6700 Fax (508) 872-8237 

TELNETS (Featunng information technology and networlung products) 
Dates May 
Locatlon Monterrey, Mexico 
Contact LATCOM 9200 S Dadeland Blvd #309 Miam] FL 33156-2703 
Tel (305) 670-9444 Fax (305) 670-9459 

June 1998 

Energy Brazll '98 (International exhibition for power generat~on transmlsslon and dlstnbutlon) 
Dates June 9-1 1 1998 
Location RIO de Janelro B r a d  
Contact Tel [55] (21) 533-1 183 Fax [55] (21) 533-6409 



Environment Braz~l '98 (Intematlonal exhbltlon for environmental technologies) 
Dates June 9 11 1998 
Locatlon h o  de Jane~ro Brazll 
Contact [55] (21) 533-1 183 Fax 1551 (21) 533-6409 August 1998 

E m  '98 (Electrical Energy Dynamic Factor of Regional Integratton) 
Dates June 23-26 1998 
Location Buenos Aires Argentlna 
Contact EIME 1541 (1) 322-5707 Fax [54] (1) 322-0916 

USA/MEXICO Industrial Expo 
Dates June 
Location Monterrey, Mexlco 
Contact Submlt an information request vla the internet to Trade Show Central at http //www tscentral corn 

ENVIROTECH 
Dates June 
Locat~on RIO De Jan~ero, Brazil 
Contact Submlt an information request vla the mtemet to Trade Show Central at http //www tscentral corn 

Hosp~talar '98 (Featurmg medical mstruments equipment and supplies) 
Dates June 1 
Locatlon Sao Paulo Brazil 
Contact Deborah Anderson Tel (202) 482-2736 

Julv 1998 

EXPOSAUDE (Hosp~tal& Medlcal Technology Pharmaceuticals & Laboratory Equipment) 
Dates July 
Location Sao Paulo Brazll 
Contact Submit an lnformat~on request via the mtemet to Trade Show Central at bttp Ilwww tscentral com 

INFOTELECOM (Featuring mformatlon technology and telecommun~cat~ons products) 
Dates Annually June or July 
Location Buenos Aires Argentma 
Contact Commercial Sectlon U S Embassy Buenos Awes Unlt 1425 APO AA 34034 
Tel 54-1-774-761 1 Fax 54-1-775-6040 

August 1998 

CosCom '98 (Telecom Conference & Exhiblhon) 
Dates August 19-21 
Location San Jose Costa h c a  
Contact Intercom/Latcom Tel (305) 670-9444 Fax (305) 9459 E-ma1 mtercom@att net 

RURAL '98 (Featuring agricultural machmery and equipment, general mdustnal equipment) 
Dates August 1 
Location Buenos Axes Argentlna 
Contact Deborah Anderson Tel (202) 482-2736 

September 1998 

Car~beCom '98 (Canbbean Regional Telecommunicat~ons Forum) 
Dates September 23-25 
Locatlon San Juan Puerto h c o  
Contact Intercom/Latcom Tel (305) 670-9444 Fax (305) 9459 E-ma1 mtercom@,att net 



GrowTech Amencas '98 (Apculture forestry horticulture and fishmg Industry event) 
Dates September 16-1 8 
Location Miaml Flonda 
Contact Boston RAI Tel (617) 973-5125 Fax (617) 973-5126 

ENVIRO-PRO EXPOfMEXICO (Environmental Technology) 
Dates September 
Location Mexico City, Mexico 
Contact Submlt an information request vla the Internet to Trade Show Central at http //www tscentral com 

FICOPAM 
Dates September 
Location Sao Paulo, Brazil 
Contact Submlt an lnformation request via the internet to Trade Show Central at http //www tscentral com 

Expos~cion Agrlcola Ganadera e Industr~al del Mercosur (Agriculture) 
Dates September 
Locatlon Mercosur Argentina 
Contact Submlt an information request vla the mtemet to Trade Show Central at http //www tscentral corn 

October 1998 

TelNets '98 (Annual Telecom Fonun) 
Dates October 13-15 
Location Mexico City, Mexico 
Contact Intercom/Latcom Tel (305) 670-9444 Fax (305) 9459 E-mail mtercom@,att net 

Flrst Car~bbean & Lat~n Amer~can Trade F a ~ r  & Conference 
(Buildmg & Materials 98mealth Safety & Environment) 
Dates October 21 23 
Location Curacao Netherlands Antilles 
Contact InterExpo Curacao Tel 599 9 461 1 1766 Fax 599 9 461 3506 

Encuentro Las Amerwas '98 (Inter-Amencan Buslness Matchmaker and Trade Expo) 
Dates October 
Locatlon New Orleans Loulslanna 
Contact World Trade Center Tel (504) 565-7230 Fax (504) 523-241 1 

CARIBECOM (Featuring lnformation technology telecommunications networiung and software products) 
Dates October 
Location San Juan Puerto h c o  
Contact LATCOM 92000 South Dadeland BIvd #309 Miam1 FL 33 156 
Tel (305) 670 9444 Fax (305) 670-9459 

Sant~ago Internat~onal Trade Falr (Largest honzontal trade falr m Chlle) 
Dates October annually 
Location Santlago Chile 
Contact Commercial Secbon U S Embassy Santlago Unlt 4127 APO AA 34033 
Tel 56-2-67 1-0133 Fax 56-2-697-205 1 

November 1998 

ENERLAC '98 (Energy Conference of Latln Amerlca and the Caribbean) 
Dates November 
Locabon Caracas Venezuela 
Contact Latln Amerlcan Energy Organlzatlon (OLADE) Qulto Tel (593 2) 595 674 Fax (593 2) 539 684 



ECOTECNIA (Environmental Technology) 
Dates November 
Location Lima, Peru 
Contact Submlt an mfonnatlon request via the Internet to Trade Show Central at http //www tscentral corn 

December 1998 

22nd Annual Mlarn~ Conference on the Canbbean and Latln Amenca 
Dates December 6-10 (tentative) 
Location Miamr Flonda 
Contact CanbbeadLatm Amerlcan Action Tel (305) 466-7464 Fax (202) 822 0075 

WORLD ECOTOUR (Envronrnental Technology, Travel and Tourism) 
Dates December 6-9 
Location Salvador, Brazll 
Contact Submit an mformatlon request vla the Internet to Trade Show Central at http //www tscentral corn 

January 1999 

ECOBRASIL 
Dates January 
Locatlon Sao Paulo Brazll 
Contact Submit an mformation request vla the mternet to Trade Show Central at http //www tscentral corn 


