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FEMALE GENITAL MUTILATION IN EGYPT 
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March 1997 

Female c1rcumc1s10n (or Female Gen1tal Mut1lat10n) 1S st1ll 
w1dely pract1ced 1n Egypt 

///o~39 

The 1995 Demograph1c and Health Survey (DHS) found (based on a 
nat10nal survey of about 14,000 women) that the prevalence rate 
of C1rcumC1S1on among ever marr1ed women of reproduct1ve age was 
97 percent Because of th1S alarm1ngly h1gh f1gure, DHS 
conducted a follow-on val1dat1on study wh1ch 1nvolved cl1n1cal 
exam1nat1on The results of the val1dat1on study supported the 
DHS data All prev10us small scale stud1es recorded a prevalence 
rate around 90 percent The pract1ce lS more common 1n the rural 
areas than 1n the urban areas, but lS not assoc1ated w1th any 
part1cular rel1g1on (pract1ced by Chr1st1ans and Musl1ms al1ke) 
The 1995 DHS study has p01nted out an 1mportant f1nd1ng 1n 
relat10n to prov1der Sh1ft Among adult women, C1rcumC1S1on had 
been performed by barbers and trad1t1onal b1rth attendants, 
however, today, the procedure lS be1ng prov1ded more by 
phys1c1ans The val1dat1on study showed that only the f1rst and 
second degrees of C1rcumC1S1on (WHO class1f1cat1on) are common 1n 
Egypt and that the th1rd degree, the most severe type, referred 
to as 1nf1bulat1on, was reported by only 1% of women 
Inf1bulat1on lS known to take place 1n the southern parts of 
Egypt among some tr1bes 

FGM 1S pa1nful and traumat1c for young glrls, and can cause 
ser10US reproduct1ve health problems later 1n Ilfe The Egypt1an 
newspapers have recently reported several deaths of female 
ch1ldren due to compl1cat1ons of the procedure Nevertheless, 
the pract1ce cont1nues because there are strong soc1al and 
cultural pressures to ensure that a young glrl w1ll be v1ewed as 
a pure marr1age partner 

M1n1stry of Health and Populat1on V1ew on the subJect 

The prev10us M1n1ster of Health resc1nded h1S earl1er approval to 
perform FGM 1n government fac1l1t1es The a1m of h1S earl1er 
declarat10n was to control the hazards and compl1cat1ons of the 
procedure due to unsan1tary cond1t1ons He rev1sed h1S pos1t1on 
because h1S earl1er declarat10n sent m1xed messages to the publ1C 
and d1luted the efforts that 1ntend to erad1cate the pract1ce 1n 
the future USAID supported h1m 1n reach1ng th1S correct rev1sed 
pos1t1on 

In July 1996, the current M1n1ster of Health and Populat1on 
lssued a decree forb1dd1ng all med1cal and non-med1cal 
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pract1t1oners from perform1ng the operat1on 1n publ1C and pr1vate 
fac1l1t1es l except for med1cal reasons cert1f1ed by the head of 
an Obstetr1c department 1n a hosp1tal The M1n1ster has sent 
strong messages reported 1n more than one newspaper and on TV to 
h1ghl1ght the 1mmed1ate and long term hazards of th1S pract1ce on 
the health of female ch1ldren and women He conf1rmed that 1t lS 
a proh1b1ted pract1ce and that legal measures w1ll be taken 
aga1nst perpetrators He announced that 1t lS not an Islam1c 1 

Egypt1an l or a Pharaon1c pract1ce l but lS purely an Afr1can 
custom He requested sen10r MOHP off1c1als to reach the fam1l1es 
w1th correct 1nformat1on and address the1r m1sbel1efs l and he 
recommended that erad1cat1on efforts must depend on face to face 
educat10n l as well as culturally sens1t1ve mass med1a messages 

In response 1 the Head of El Azhar Un1vers1tYI the most 
d1st1ngu1shed Islam1c School and Reference Center 1n the reg10n l 

endorsed the M1n1sterls dec1s1on to stop th1S pract1ce completely 
Slnce 1t has harmful consequences He conf1rmed that El Azhar 
w1ll follow med1cal op1n1on on th1S matter and are ready to 
erad1cate th1S pract1ce for health reasons Th1S announcement 
was made 1n an Islam1c conference and reported 1n the newspapers 
Th1s represents a tremendous step forward l for the f1rst t1me l 

the off1c1al rel1g1ous leader agreed strongly 1n publ1C w1th MOHP 
V1ews on th1S subJect 

The M1n1ster of Educat10n l who lS a ped1atr1c1an l has been also 
vocal aga1nst th1S pract1ce 1n several publ1C pronouncements 

Lead1ng advocates for women's health 1n Egypt have long been 
act1ve 1n work1ng to el1m1nate th1s harmful pract1ce. 

Slnce 1979 1 the Ca1ro Fam1ly Plann1ng Assoc1at1on has been 
collect1ng 1nformat1on l st1mulat1ng the 1nterest of the med1a 1n 
the lssue l and encourag1ng women/s organ1zat1ons to become 
advocates for reform 1n th1S area 

In the early 1990s an organ1zat1on called the Assoc1at1on for the 
Prevent10n of Harmful Pract1ces to Women and Ch1ldren became a 
reg1stered NGO 1n Egypt and has taken an act1ve advocacy role 

An FGM Task Force l formed under the aeg1s of the Nat10nal NGO 
Comm1SS1on follow1ng the 1994 ICPD 1 and Slnce 1996 work1ng under 
the reg1stered NGO called liThe Nat10nal NGO Comm1SS1on for 
Populat1on and Development II 1 lS tak1ng a lead1ng role 1n 
address1ng th1S lssue and reach1ng the commun1ty through var10US 
local NGOs They meet on a monthly bas1s and 1nv1te 
representat1ves from d1fferent local and 1nternat1onal 
organ1zat1ons wh1ch work 1n th1S area A USAID representat1ve 
J01ns these meet1ngs 

USAID 1S h1ghly support1ve of efforts to erad1cate FGM and 1S 
work1ng to reduce the pract1ce through a number of health and 
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fam11y plann1ng proJects 

USAID proJect dlrect Durlng the last decade, the Chlld Survlval 
ProJect lncluded the hazards of FGM In the tradltlonal blrth 
attendants (TBAs) tralnlng course TBAs dellver about 60% of all 
bables In Egypt and are known to perform thlS procedure About 
9,000 TBAs were tralned by thlS proJect In Lower Egypt and about 
5,000 were tralned by UNICEF In Upper Egypt 

The new Healthy Mother/Healthy Chlld proJect wlll address thlS 
problem through a varlety of actlvltles almed at lmprovlng the 
health of women and chlldren ThlS tOP1C wlll be lncluded In the 
In-serVlce tralnlng of physlclans,nurses and soclal workers as 
part of the reproductlve health and famlly plannlng tralnlng 

The USAID/Washlngton, Global Bureau's grant to "Research, Actlon 
& Informatlon Network for Bodlly Integrlty of Women" (RAINBO) has 
supported work wlth the natlonal FGM task force and developed 
tralnlng materlals sUltable for communlty workers wlth a low 
Ilteracy level The draft manual addresses the health of women 
at all stages of Ilfe It lncludes a maJor part about FGM It 
addresses the common bellefs and mlsconceptlons held by Egyptlan 
women ralsed In preVlOUS studles and focus group dlScusslons, lt 
also 11StS all posslble compllcatlons of the practlce 

USAID/NGO/Other donors USAID also provldes fundlng for the 
UNICEF safe-motherhood program WhlCh lncludes FGM as a maJor 
component Actlvltles were lnltlated through the FGM task force 
wlth local NGOs In several governorates 

USAID lS provldlng funds to the Center for Development and 
Populatlon Actlvltles (CEDPA), a U S PVO that lS worklng wlth 
Egyptlan PVOs to encourage adolescent glrls and young women to 
contlnue thelr educatlon and to enhance thelr knowledge about 
reproductlve health and famlly plannlng lssues Issues 
concernlng female genltal mutllatlon are belng addressed, not 
only at the lndlvldual level, but also at governorate and 
natlonal levels through advocacy actlvltles almed at POllCy 
makers 

CEOSS, the COptlC Evangellcal Organlzatlon for Soclal Servlces, 
an Egyptlan PVO, has lncluded tralnlng and advocacy work relatlng 
to female genltal mutllatlon In thelr communlty-based proJects In 
upper Egypt and were able to eradlcate thlS practlce from one 
vlllage In Mlnla governorate 

b) Medla Campalgns 

Because of the sensltlvlty of thlS subJect and ltS deeply-rooted 
nature, USAID agreed to asslst the MOHP to lnltlate a 
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comprehens1ve med1a campa1gn that w1ll 1ntroduce the tOP1C 1n a 
culturally appropr1ate way A TV spot was developed and other 
programs are planned 

c) Data Collect1on 

USAID, under the populat1on program, funded the 1995 DHS survey 
noted above Th1S 1S the f1rst nat10nal survey to prov1de 
accurate data about the prevalence of the practlce In Egypt The 
DRS also c1ted the reasons for supportlng thls practlce among 
women 
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