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EXECUTIVE SUMMAFtY 

T h s  Baselrne Survey of the USAID's SO3 - Empowerment of Women sought to provlde 
sufficrent data to define program targets for the established SO-level rnd~cators to assrst 
SO3 on t echca l  decrs~ons on new programs and to provrde addltronal informatron for next 
year's USAID Result Review and Resource Request (R4) reporting The study used 
pnmary data obtamed through Focus Group Discussrons to sollc~t snformat~on related to 
SO3 Indrcator 1 - Collective action for socral change inltlated by women For SO3 indicator 
2 - Women who mfluence household decrsron-malung on a) own mcome/income producmg 
assets, b) Household mcome/~ncome producrng assets, and c) sendrng their daughters to 
school, data were obtained through a stratrfied random samplrng survey among 450 SO3 
program partielpants as the expenmental groups, and for comparative analysis, another 450 
women fkom control areas The study was conducted m three d~stncts of Jhapa, Surkhet 
and Kallall whch represent the cluster of SO3 program part~cipants that have elther 
part~c~pated m two, if not three mnterventrons, namely baslc literacy, legal nghts and 
advocacy, and economic partic~pat~on 

SO3 Ind~cator 1 Collective Actron for Social Change htrated by Women 

Talung 561 total actronltlmes obtamed, hvided by 24 months (last two years of S03) ylelds 
23 5 act~on t~mes SO3 can use th~s  base number of 23 5 actronltrmes multrplred by XX 
number of advocacy groups to yleld XX target for SO3 mdicator 1 

Summary of Number of Issues, Actrodsteps, and Number of Times per Act~on from 12 
SO3 Advocacy Groups dunng the Last Two Years 

The women mtiated wide rangng types of comrnmty issues, such as demandmg prompt 
distnbut~on of ORT, protesbng against delayed release of loans, campaignmg agmst 
alcohol productron and consurnptron, handmg over of government forest for cornrnmty 
forest user groups) Some of these actions or steps took the women a substan~al number of 
times approachmg respect~ve authont~es for actlon, such as thelr request to the VDC office 
to hand over government forest for them to manage as members of the women commumty 
forest users groups 

{PRIVATE 
)DISTRICTS 

JKAPA 

KAILALI 

SURKHET 

TOTAL 

ACTIONS1 
STEPS 

Corn h & v  

35 19 

35 3 

58 14 

128 36 

ISSUES 

C o m h d ~ v  

29 12 

23 3 

30 11 

82 26 

NO OF TIMES 
PER 
ACTION 
Comm h d l v  

116 25 

52 8 

393 41 

561 74 

AVERAGE 
TIMES1 
ISSUES 
Corn h d l v  

4 2 

2 2  - 

11 6 - 



For the SO3 Indicator 2 Women who influence household decision-making on a) Own 
incornelincome producing assets, b) Household mcomelincome producing assets, the 
results of the data analysis show impressive achievement of SO3 in lncreaslng the 
influence of women in vanous dec~sions affect~ng the household The Increase in decision 
score from the control case is positlve for every declslon category, the value ranging from 
0 07 to as h g h  as 1 07 This shows that the expenmental group women could influence 
the household decislon by nearly one step compared to the control group women The 
expenmental group women were marginally better than the control group at the tlme of 
joining the SO3 and hence the overall increase m decis~on score from before to after 
jo~nmg SO3 is sllghtly less While the number of women was computed for every 
category, but for purposes of program target setting, these were converted to percentages 
as summanzed In the follow~ng table 

Summary of Percent of Women Increasing Their Decision Influence m Vanous 
Categories and Levels of Spendlng Before and After SO3 Intervention 

Part~culars 

Personal Asset 
Income Producing Asset 

Chlcken 
Pigs 
S heeplgoat 
Cattle 

Own Income (PersonaIiPamrly 
Purpose) 

Less than Rs 100 
RS 100 - 500 
More than Rs 500 

Spendlng Own Income (Business) 
Less than Rs 100 
RS 100 - 500 
More than Rs 500 

Spendlng Household Income 
PersonaVFam~ly) 

Less than Rs 100 
RS 100- 500 
More than Rs 500 

Spendlng Household Income 
(Business) 

Less than Rs 100 
RS 100- 500 
More than Rs 500 

Women Increasing the 
Decision Influence 
(Percent) 
48 4 

52 3 
57 1 
40 4 
47 1 

40 9 
67 7 
64 0 

45 9 
63 5 
68 6 

68 4 
69 1 
59 5 

69 7 
64 9 
56 9 



For SO3 Indicator 2 on influencrng household decision-malung on sending their 
daughters to school, data reveal the following For the expenmental group, those who 
made decisions at levels 1 to 3 for the female chldren to regularly attend school 
total to 80 2 percent (less 1 8% that has 0 decisron from the total of 82%) Compared 
to that of the control group of 68 percent for girl chrld, while the drfference w~th 
expenmental may not be much, but t h s  is evrdent of the uruversal cornrnrtrnent of 
parents, mothers especrally to educate thelr ch~ldren, includrng the grrl chrld Between 
sons and daughters, data also show no sigmficant difference in the number of women 
who favored sending them to school, rn both expenmental and control groups 

Between the expenmental and control groups however, there IS a pronounced difference 
m the percent of women who made dec~s~ons for the g~rld chld never to attend school 
(18 3% in control and only 3 7% in expenmental) Therefore, ~t can be s a~d  that SO3 
women have h~gher level of consciousness in terms of sendlng their girl chld to school 
There is also a general trend of joint decisron-m&ng (score of 2) m the household for 
both male and female chldren , and across expenmental and control groups 

For future program plannmg, the results of the study prov~de the increase in decrsion 
score for a partrcular decision vanable for the current rntenslty of the program 
~nterventron If t h s  score IS to be Eurther increased, then the intenslty of intervention has 
also to be increased The quant~ficatlon of decrslon together w~th the cost of the program 
will provide a clue as to how much investment is needed to Increase the decision 
performance to a partrcular level The study also shows that the income class is not a 
cntical program targeting decrsion, not as much as ethclcaste group targeting For the 
same l e v ~ l  of intervention, the occupational caste group women were able to increase 
their decision score more than the other ethmc groups Thus, these women can be 
targeted for increasing the output of the program to further Increase therr ~nfIuence on 
household decisions affecting the general well being of the farmly At the same tune, it 
maybe of interest to SO3 to explore the causes (probably socio-cultural) as to why the 
Rajbansl/Satar/Tajpu~lya women lag behnd m lnfluenclng the household decisrons Once 
the genesis of t h s  is understood, then appropnate action can be taken to Improve then- 
decision performance 



CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1 1 Background 

In 1995, the USAID Nepal Mission redefined its development assrstance strategy to Nepal 
with three new strategc objectives 

1) a sustainable increase in the production and sale of hgh value agricultural and forest 
products (Sol)  

2) reduced fertihty and Improved maternal and chld health (S02) 

3) the empowerment of women (S03) 

USAID defines empowerment as women malung choices to mprove their well being and 
that of then farmlres and commumtles Women's empoaerment means that women have a 
greater chorce m how productive resources are allocated at the household level USAID 
believes that when women participate m decisionmalung processes, resource allocation 
patterns change benefitrng the health, education and well bemg of all household members 
USAID's women's empowerment goal therefore IS to provide women increased cho~ces 
through thex ab~llty to 1) mtiate collectrve social acbons for change, 2) Influence decision 
makulg m then households 

The Mrssron promotes empowerment of women by supportmg projects that increase 
women's literacy, mprove thex legal knowledge and ability to advocate for collective 
change at the commuty  level, and strengthen women's participation m the economy 
Dunng the first two years of S03, eight rntematlonal partner orgmzations Implemented 
one or more of these program interventions through Nepal1 NGOs rn 28 drstncts of the 
country 

USAID-Nepal contracted the Asra Foundation, m assoc~ation wth DECORE Consultancy 
Group, to conduct a three-pronged study of the Mission's thud strateg~c objective, namely 
the Empowerment of Women Program (S03) The first, a Case Study, has been 
completed The case study provrded a qualitative analysrs of the aggregate rrnpact of SO3 
lntervent~ons on women's empowerment The second, a baselme survey, has been 
completed and is the focus of t h s  report The thrd, a follow up survey, will be done one 
year after the baselme survey and reassess the chosen targets for the SO-level indicators 
Fmdmgs fkom the baselrne survey, the case study, and the follow-up survey wlll be used to 
rnform USAID-Nepal about the current status of women rn Nepal as SO3 interventions take 
hold They will also help rn detemrm; programmatic changes that need to be made to 



strengthen linkages among the three SO3 interventions and between the SO3 interventions 
and SO 1 and SO2 interventions 

The central hypothesis of the studles therefore, is that SO3 interventions empower women 
by 

increasing the number of women-imtiated collective actions for social change, and 

by 
uncreasing their influence over the allocat~on of their resources with thelr 
household (in terms of their income, household income, and the decislon to keep 
thelr daughters to school) 

1 2 Objectives of the Study 

The study basically auns to conduct a baselme survey on women's empowerment m 
selected geographcal areas to 

provide sufficient data to define program targets for the established SO-level 
indicators 
assist SO3 on t echca l  decisions on new programs 
provlde add~t~onal mfomation for next year's USAlD Result Revlew and Resource 
Request (R4) reporting 



CHAPTER I1 

METHODOLOGY 

2 1 Study Method 

The study is based on pnmary data generated through a field survey Some secondary data, 
such as certam demographc features relat~ng to VDCs and distncts, was obtained from the 
Central Bureau of Statist~cs and dlstnct profiles published by the respectwe Distnct 
Development Office The overall survey was d~vrded into two groups an expenmental 
group of those who have particrpated or are partic~pating in SO3 activities, namely basic 
literacy, legal literacy , and economic empowerment activities, and , a control group or 
those who to the greatest extent poss~ble have not attended any basic l~teracy classes under 
USAID's SO3 or other orgarusation programs 

2 2 Sampling Des~gn 

2 2 1 Experimental Group 

The expenmental groups were selected fiom the three SO3 distncts ldent~fied by USAID m 
the RFA for t h s  study and informat~on from the Case Study conducted before the survey 
A mam cntenon for respondent selectron was that the women m the expenmental group 
should have partlcrpated m all three SO3 mterventions, or at lest two mterventions where 
all SO3 intervent~ons had not yet been filly implemented in a partlcula dlstnctareas A 
three-stage samplmg was done to select VDCs, women's groups, and the women 
members 

Frrst Stage W l t m  these sample distncts, a separate sampling frame of 
VDCs/mun~crpalitres where SO3 programs are belng mplemented was constructed to 
systematically and randomly draw the VDCs/mmcipalities for h s  study The name of the 
SO3 program VDCs and the list of all the women groups and members were obtamed from 
SO3 local partners Smce dlstnct chaprers of the Nepal Nat~onal Dallt Social Welfare 
Orgmsation (NNDSWO) were the only orgarusatrons implementing the first two 
mterventrons, and most of the economc mterventions m all the three selected d~stncts, the 
research team approached the NNDSWO first NNDSWO gets funding support from Save 
the Chldren Fund (SCF-US) In fiapa, bes~des NNDSWO, other local orgmsations 
~mplementmg SO3 programs were the Serv~ces for Underpnvllegea Sect~on of the Society 
(SUSS), the Nepal Commuty  Development Centre (NCDC), and PACT NNDSWO 
has conducted baslc literacy classes m Jhapa and provided skill trarnlng to participants of 
econormc activities SUSS has Implemented legal literacy classes through the USAID- 
funded Women's LegaI Services Project SUSS was specifically mandated by USAID to 
provlde legal literacy to the SO3 economlc groups in Jhapa funded by SCF-US NCDC 
implements legal llteracy pro yam w t h  fimdlng from the Asla Foundation 



In Surkhet the distnct chapter of NNDSWO and the Soc~al Awareness Center (SAC), a 
local NGO, were unplementmg SO3 programs NNDSWO mplemented baslc lrteracy 
program and economc programs to economc groups whch they had formed They had 
also provided legal hteracy program for thelr members, but not under SO3 rntervenhons 
These p~lot legal lrteracy programs were conducted w t h  SCF's own resources ~n response 
to demands fiom group members SAC, on the other hand, is one of the Asia Foundatron's 
local NGO partners mplementmg legal nghts and advocacy program It has also started 
lrnplementlng a basic l~teracy program m new areas w~th  PACT assistance SAC has 
provrded legal lrteracy program to mamly neollterare women who have completed bas~c 
l~teracy program run by HMG or other NGO partners of S03's basic literacy program 
These women have also been formed Into advocacy groups and a few have started savlngs 
and credlt act~vitles but have yet to start mcome generatrng act~vities Slnce there were very 
few members who had undergone three mterventions under SAC, the majonty of the 
respondents were selected from NNDSWO members It is worth mentromg that only 
four of the NNDSWO SO3 part~c~pants have recerved legal literacy programs conducted by 
SAC Therefore, for Surkhet, smce ~t was difficult to find women who had undergone all 
mterventrons, most part~crpants were drawn from those who have rece~ved only two SO3 
intervent~ons 

In Kalalr the d~stnct chapter of NNDSWO and another locally-based NGO, the Human 
Service Assocratron (HSA) were the orgmsations implementmg SO3 programs 
NNDSWO has been lmplementmg two of the three SO3 lnterventrons to rts members as 
well as a p~lot legal llteracy program HSA IS mother Asla Foundat~on local partner 
mplement~ng legal. llteracy program 

In each drstnct, the research team contacted these local partner orgamsat~ons to detemwe 
the study samplmg frame From t h s  sarnpllng fi-ame the follow~ng VDCs and 
mmcipahties were selected as study areas m l e  seleckng expenmental and control sltes 
the accessib~llty factor of tune avalable to the survey team was cons~dered The lrst of 
sampled dxstncts and VDCs/muruc~pal~hes and the number of respondents drawn m each 
VDC are shown m Table 2 1 below 



Table 2 1 Last of Sampled VDCs tn the Experimental Group and the Number of 
Women Drawn from Each VDC 

D~stncts VDCs/Munlc~~al~tles No of Sampled Women 

Jhapa Topgach VDC 3 1 
Dang~ban VDC 54 
Dharampur VDC 65 

Surkhet Brrendra Mun~c~palrty 5 5 
Uttarganga VDC 45 

Karla11 Tlkapur Mumcrpal~ty 95 
Chuha VDC 41 
Baliya VDC 64 

Total 450 

Second Stage The llst of women groups constrtutes the samplrng frame Whrle sampled 
women were drawn fiom the exlsting economlc groups of NNDSWO, wrth the except~on 
of Jhapa, the majonty have mdergone only two SO3 lntervent~ons After c o n f i m g  the 
Iocat~on of the women groups a framework of the women who had partrcrpated m all three 
~nterventrons was prepared for each srte Because the lnformatron obtalned about these 
women were madequate, the researchers had to visit the areas, locate the women, and 
valldate their lnclusion In the sampling frame accordmg to thelr charactenstlcs 

Thxrd Stage SO3 partrcrpants fi-om the second stage framework were randomly selected 
Senous efforts were made to rnclude smples from different e h c  groups, castes, rel~gon, 
and economic groupmgs Respondents were selected from both the sem-urban and rural 
areas Except for some respondents of Surkhet and Kalah who 11ved in the mumcipallty 
areas, the majonty were selected fiom the rural areas 

2 2 2 Control Group 

The control group is compnsed of women whose soclo-economlc condition, e t h c  and 
other charactenstlcs are sirmlar to that of the expenmental group, but who have not 
participated m development programs %le selecting coqkol s~tes, care was taken not to 
select those VDCs, wards, or areas where development interventions have been or are 
currently being carned out by donors, INGOs, NGOs, and HMG Equal sizes of both 
control and expenmental groups were taken for better comparative analys~s Whllst 



selecting control sites, the research team in each distnct held intenslve discussions with the 
NGO field workers so that the samples would be matched In terms of socio-economic, 

geographc, and e t h c  composition 

2 2 3 Focus Group D~scussions (FGD) 

Unllke for the Survey, most of the women participants for the Focus Group Discussion 
were drawn fi-om the partlclpants of the legal l~teracy and advocacy programs implemented 
by the Asia Foundation through NCDC in Jhapa, SAC in Surkhet, and HSA m Kailali 

A total of 15 FGDs were conducted five in each distnct, four m the expenrnental area, 
and one m the control area The purpose of t h s  part of the study was to obtam rnformatlon 
about the extent of collective social actions imtiated by each group m the expenmental and 
control areas 

FGDs were orgmsed and conducted after ~mplementing the survey Two to four members 
from the same group who are vocal leaders or actlve members were selected for the FGDs 
Uslng the FGD guide questionnaire a member of the research team facil~tated the discussion 
whle the other noted the discussions Discuss~ons were tape recorded and transcnbed 
later 

2 3 Sample Slze 

The expenmental group samples fiom each distnct were selected based on the total 
eskmated nmbm of p r f ~ c ~ i x ~ t s  under S03 azt~~ltles II? ezich dlshe+ md an equal sample 
for the control group The survey was designed to cover 900 respondents, 450 from the 
expenmental group and 450 from the control group The sample size taken from Jhapa, 
Surkhet and Kailali are 300, 200 , and 400 representing 33 4, 22 2, and 44 4 of the total 
sample populahon 

Table 2 D~str~buhon of Sample Slze by Dlstr~ct, and thew Proport~on to the TotaI 
Sample Populabon 

Dlstnct Expenmental Control Percentage 

Jhapa 150 150 300 33 4 
Surkhet 100 100 200 22 2 
Kailah 200 200 400 444 

Total 450 450 900 100 



2 4 Data Collection Instruments 

Two research instruments were used in the study 1) separate questionnaires for the 
expenmental group and control group and 2) a focus group guide Sample of questlonnalres 
prepared for both (expenmental and control groups) are grven in the Annex Other tools of 
investigation such as dlrect personal observahons, formal and informal interviews with 
NGOs staff related to the respondents, and focus group discuss~ons were used T h s  was to 
not only supplement the range of ~nformatlon but for error venfication of duratlon of the 
traimng offered, date of group formation, type of groups ( whether they are advocacy 
groups or any other type of groups) particularly where m some cases women would not be 
able to answer accurately For respondents from the e t h c  groups who do not understand 
Nepal1 language, especially in Kailali, surveyors who speak little of the local dialect 
sought help from the NGO staff and llteracy class facilitators who fluent in the local 
language 

Questionnaires were designed for the SO3 partlc~pants and reviewed for approval with 
USAID officials pnor to field testmg To avoid chances of Increasing non -sampImg error 
m the open ended questions, fully closed questionnaire were designed and pre-coded 

The FGD gulde questrons were also prepared based on findlngs from the Case Study and 
were drscussed and approved by USAlD 

Pre-test Survey Pre testlng was conducted both through ind~vidual rnterviews of 
participants and through focus group discussion The pre- test survey was conducted 
malnly for the following reasons 

To check the best way for sampling how the team could conveniently and efficiently 
locate the nght sample respondents 

To check whether respondents caould answer the questions the way they are 
structured andfor to note the type of changes that need to be made for clearer 
undzrstanding of the questions 

To check whether enumerators ccould easily admimster the questions, including the 
complicated matnces and coding instruction, and to estimate the needed time to fill 
up each questionna~re 

Pre-test Sites Program sites simllar to those to be covered m the final study were 
seIected for pre-testing The population from whlch the sample was to be drawn ~ncluded 
all three distr~cts selected for the study 1 e Surkhet, Kailali, and Jhapa To find out which 
area would be appropnate for pre-testing, informat~on were collected from vanous 
agencies implementing SO3 activities in the three districts Data available to the 
researchers revealed that Jhapa Distnct had more participants than the other two d~stncts 



that have undergone all three SO3 lnterventlons Two VDCs of the five ~dent~fied SO3 
VDCs In Jhapa, Kohabara and Dhararnpur were chosen 

Pre-test Sample S u e  A sample srze of 30 respondents from the VDCs whch had 
undergone all three interventrons were taken, assurmng that it would capture geographcal 
and other desrred charactenstics of the other areas 

Training Qualified and expenenced surveyors and supervlsors having rural expenence 
In research were selected to carry out the pre-testmg survey A two day trainlng program 
was conducted for them Dunng the traimng the enumerators were onented on the 
purpose of the study and how to locate and approach respondents, establrsh rapport, and 
obtain and record accurate rnfonnation They were also instructed to observe if the issue 
In each questron was clear to each respondents and to note any request for explanatrons, 
comments or other reactrons by the respondents 

One supervisor supervrsed field actrvities to make certan that rnformation were properly 
and efficiently collected At the end of the day each enumerators reported any the 
supervisor any points not clear to them or the respondents To estlmate the tune needed for 
each questionnme the lntervrewers estabIrshed startmg and completion time of each 
questlonnalre 

2 5 Final Survey 

After the pre-test the issues and problems encountered by the enumerators and supervisor 
were drscussed wrth the consultants Wordmg of some questions whch were difficult to 
understand by the respondents were improved Some adjustments on the prelmnary 
questronnaire were done Smlarly, some new questions necessary for the study purposes 
were added In view of the problems expenenced m the field and m order to carry out the 
survey more efficiently, the followmg approaches were adopted 

Instead of dxectly contactmg the VDCs officrals, the enumerators and supervisors were 
instructed to first approach the SO3 local lrnplementlng agencies m each distnct 

In case of unavarlability of respondents at therr home dunng the day trme, enumerators 
were mstructed to contact these women in thelr f m  /field or at home in the evemng 

2 6 The Fleld Research Team 
The survey was done under the dlrect supervision of the supervrsors Three teams of one 
supervrsor and 3-5 surveyors camed out- the study In the three selected drstncts The 
number of days requlred to complcte the survey vaned fiom one sample distnct to the other 
depending on the sample srze and the number of surveyors deployed in each drstnct 
(PRIVATE } {tc "'I} 



2 7 Data Processing and Analysls 

As the study is bas~cally dependent on field survey data, several steps were adopted m 
data processing Answers rece~ved in open-ended forms were converted into codes Once 
again at the Kathmandu office, questionnaires were ed~ted before data entry using 
FoxBase, a software package su~ted for the types of analysis required for t h ~ s  study 

From the data collected, to hlfill the objectrves of the study, analysls followed the 
requirements of U S A .  for each SO3 ind~cator 
1 (Number of)  Collective actions for soc~al change ~rut~ated by women 
2 (Number of ) Women in target areas who Increased their Influence over household 
decision-malung on 

a) Own Income/ Income Producmg Assets 
b) Household Income/Income Producmg Assets 
c) Sendlng ther Daughters to School 

For the first SO3 ind~cator, slnce the SO3 mdlcator uses 'number' and not percentages or 
averages, the actual number for each d~stnct m all categones were totalled In consonance 
w ~ t h  the SO3 md~cator of 'collecbve actron for socral change', whle count~ng the issues for 
every FGD, those whch were collective act~ons that benefit the larger comrnwty were 
separated from those Issues and actions that benefit ~ndivldual members e~ther of the 
group, then- famly or then- comrnunrty To compare the extent by whch SO3 women 
advocacy groups mtiated act~ons before S03, the same categones of mformation for 
collectrve actions were also obtamed In addition, for more comparat~ve purposes, non- 
SO3 women fiom control areas were also asked the extent they have inlt~ated some 
collective act~on for soclal change 

For the second SO3 mdlcator, the focus 1s on the subject of partrcipation and influence in 
decrsron malung m therr households by the SO3 program women participants, lncludrng 
spendlng therr own income, spend~ng the common household Income and the education 
of the chldren, espec~ally the glrl chld Therefore, a more or less objectlve quantlficat~on 
of the magnitude of part~c~pat~on and rnfluence m decis~on 1s imperative For ths,  four 
levels of part~cipat~on and rnfluence rn decisron malung were defined as follows 

No participat~on m decrsion malung (I), 
Participated in decls~on malang process by imtlatmg drscuss~ons herself, being 
consulted, or expressing disagreement (2), 
Part~cipated m decision malung and decision made jointly (3), and 
Full rnfluence m dec~sron (4) 



The above four decision categones merged some of the levels of decision-making as 
stipulated by SO3 that were used in data collection as follows 

Coding New sconng 
Was not involved at alVnever consulted 0 1 0 
Initiated discuss~ons for t h s  action 02 1 
Was consulted on h s  decision 03 1 
Expressed disagreement at k s  decision 04 1 
Contnbuted to final joint decision (with 
husband or other farnlly members) 05 2 
Made the final decision myself 06 3 

The four new sconng categones were so defined as to show the lncreaslng level of 
partlcrpatlon and ~nfluence m dec~slon making Therefore, an increasing numenc value 
allocation to these will prov~de a meanrngful ~ndex of the ma,mtude of partrcipation in 
declsion maklng This IS done by assigmng a numenc value of zero (0) for the first 
category and additional unit value of one (1) for the successive categones such that the 
final category of full influence recelves a score of three (3) 

For the purpose of targeting, ~t is necessary to compute the percentage of women who 
underwent changes m the rnfluence over dec~slon malung on spending Income anslng out 
of vanous sources and vanous levels of spending Such a change in ~nfluence before and 
after SO3 mterventlon may theoretically be positlve (mcrease), constant (no change) or 
regatwe (decrease) The positive or negative changes likew~se may be one level to three 
levels For example, a woman who had no influence m spending decision under a 
category (zero decis~on score) before SO3 interventlon may find herself fully controlling 
the declsion (three decision score) after SO3 interventlon whlch means a three-fold jump 
in decision mfluence Srmilarly, it is possible to decrease the decision Influence by three- 
fold Thls was captured by a cross-tabulation of vanous levels of declsion Influence 
before and after SO3 ~ntervention 



2 8 Constraints and Lim~tatrons 

a Lack of sufficient data about SO3 women particrpants The research team had to venfy 
sampling frame information obtaned from the SO3 local partner's dlstnct chapters, by 
actually locating the women first, venfymg thelr partrclpatlon in SO3 actrwtres as well as 
thelr availability Thrs added to the time spent m the field 

b Control site selectron The first cntenon for selectrng control site VDC was those not 
havrng any developmental interventions at all However, it was drfficult to findsuch 
VDCs, except those very remote and not easily accessrble ones Because of time 
constrarnt and the unfavorable monsoon and planting season, the team selected those 
wards withln the same VDCs but whlch have not had development rnterventlons yet 
From these wards, women wlth simrfar charactenstics w ~ t h  those of the expenmental 
group were chosen 

c In the expenmental areas, every effort was made to select the respondents who had 
undergone all SO3 mterventxons However, in Surkhet except four women, most 
havepart~c~pated m only two mterventlons 

d Although the majonty of the respondents were selected from the rural areas, partrcipants 
from the more remote areas could not be mcluded due to time constraint The monsoon and 
the planting season whch occupled most women at the hme of the survey, also contra~ned 
the team m expedrtlng the field work 



Chapter I11 

RESULTS AM) DISCUSSIONS 

3 1 Descrlptlon of Survey Areas and Respondents 

Of the 28 d~stncts where SO3 has been implemented dunng the last two years, Jhapa, 
Surkhet and Kallali were the three study s~tes selected for this study 

Situated in the far eastern tera~ of Nepal, Jhapa dlstnct is one of the developed districts 
of Nepal, with paved roads, numerous schools and campuses, and small and medium 
s~zed ago-based and cottage lndustnes Its so11 1s nch for nce, jute and tea plantation 
Wheat farming 1s also emerging very fast m the past few years m t h s  d~stnct With over 
593,000 people, t h ~ s  dlstnct is the third largest in terms of population in the Gngdom 
Almost 600 ktn from Kathmandu, Jhapa IS connected to B~har and West Bengal states of 
Ind~a This d~stnct has m~xed ethmc composition of Brahmm, Chhetn, Mongol, Muslim, 
Newar, occupational and many other mlnonty groups It also has a farrly good progress 
in terms of general l~teracy and educat~on 

Surkhet is a lush valley surrounded by low roll~ng hills It IS s~tuated in the heart of mid 
western part of Nepal and IS a home place of natural beauty Its so11 is nch for nce and 
malze farming It has mixed ethn~c composition of Brahmm, Chhetn, low caste (Dalits), 
Magar, Tamang etc It has populat~on of 225,768 Surkhet IS almost 500 krn from 
Kathmandu Most of the rnhabrtants of Surkhet are subsistence farmers who earn then 
living tilling small tracts of land 



Table 3 1 Some Socio-economic and Demograplxc Indrcators of Sample Districts 
- 

Nepal 

593737 225768 417891 1849 1097 
I Sex ratro 102 98 101 99 47 
' Female age 
at mamage () 201  175 17 1 18 1 
% Urban pop 9 5  102 10 7 9 2 

I Llteracy(6 yrs) 
/Total 563 426 30 3 39 3 
Female 44 5 25 5 15 1 25 5 
IMRM 94 
IMR F 101 
MMR 5 10/100000 
L ~ f e  expectancy Male 5 5 
Female 53 5 
Crude acovrty rate(Tota1) 39 99 
Male 47 82 
Female 32 20 
Source CBS, Population Monograph of Nepal, 1995 

Kailali distnct 1s located m the far western reglon of Nepal Tropical forests, fertile 
plams, and a temperate clrmate makes this distnct a haven for m~grants from the western 
hlls It 1s almmst 700 k_m from Kat-handu Kallall's trwspeP2k~:: md cnmumcation 
has Improved tremendously in recent years with the completion of the East West 
Highway Tharu 1s the major e t h c  group of t h ~ s  d~stnct, whle agriculture 1s the main 
occupation Of its population of 417,891, Kallall is among those w ~ t h  lowest l~teracy rate 
m Nepal Women in Ka~lali d~stnct have very low soclo-economlc status Because of its 
cloqe proximity to India, thousands of males rmgrate to Indra m the dry season m search 
of wage labor leaving behnd thelr wrves m the house for a longer penod of tlme In 
general, t h ~ s  IS the trme when the wlves will have comparatively more freedom on 
household decis~on-malung 

3 2 Descrlptlon of VDCs 

In Jhapa d~stnct, Topgachtu, Dharampur and Dangiban were selected as sample 
expenmental VDCs and ward no 3 of Panchgacfi VDC as control area Because of the 
program coverage in almost all the VDCs of Jhapa and even other wards of Panchgachhi 
VDC by vanous orgmsations, the research team chose only one ward of the VDC for 
control group given the d~fficulty of find~ng an  deal control s ~ t e  Before selecting the 
ward-3 of Panchgacfi as control area, the research team d~scussed w ~ t h  the local NGO 
persons, VDC chairman, ward members and school teachers of that area to confirm ~t as 
the ideal slte for the control area 

To get to the expenmental s ~ t e  of Topgachl.11 VDC, one needs to catch aeroplane fiom 
Kathmandu to Bhadrapur or around 15 hours bus journey from Kathmandu It is 35 2 
kilometers from distnct head quarter Bhadrapur and around six kilometers from East- 



West Hlghway The road to thls VDC IS a good condltlon gravelled road where one can 
get bus and jeep servlces throughout the year It has one health post and VHF telephone 
set for the whole of the VDC populatlon 

Wrth an average household slze of 5 6 persons and a total of 4,198 households, 
Topgachhi VDC has a population of 23,290 Approxrmately 47 percent of ~ t s  total 
populatlon are below poverty lrne The female populatlon has outnumbered the male 
populatron w ~ t h  sex ratio of 98 9 Brahrnm, Chhetn, and Mongol are the major ethnlc 
groups m thls VDC TopgachhA overall l~teracy rate is 63 3 percent, of whrch the female 
llteracy rate IS 51 8 percent Out of the total population 10 years and above, 49 percent 
are econom~cally actrve, of whch females compnsed a mere 19 7 percent 

Almost 80 percent of population are engaged in agriculture Most of the people of 
Topgachhl cult~vate nce, malze, jute and many other cash crops W ~ t h  a severe dearth of 
lmgation facrlrtles and where most own only small tracts of land, they have to depend on 
the seasonal ramfall as the source of ~mgatlon, thus llrnrtlng therr productrvrty 

More than half of the populatlon own radio and blcycle Even though the VDC does not 
have access to electncrty, few households own televrsron powered by rechargeable ac~d 
battery A local bazaar called Campa bazaar provides fac111ty of selling and purchasing 
goods for dally use There are many other small bazaars m the VDC There are several 
pnmary schools but the students have to go to the nearby VDCs of Gauradaha or 
Surunga for secondary level schools 

The other expenmental srte, Dhararnpur VDC has a populatlon of 14,144 (2,801 
households) and average household size of 5 7 persons From thetotal population 
approxrmately 25 percent fall are below poverty line Like in T o p g a c h  VDC, the 
Brahmln, Chhetn, and Mongol people are major e h c  groups The overall l~teracy rate 
of populatron aged six years and above IS 61 6 percent whereas the same for female IS 

49 6 percent Out of the population 10 years and above, only 33 percent are economrcally 
active whch 1s as low as 7 4 percent for female 

Typical of rural Nepal, agncultr~re plays a domlnant role In the lives of Dharampur's local 
people, most of whom cultivate nce, jute, malze and rase livestock One th_lrd of the 
populat~on are landless farmers who are sharecroppers and tenants of very few landlords 
Thls VDC has two secondary schools and around 10 pnmary schools to provlde 
education opportunrtres to chldren They have access to college education in the nearby 
Damak m u c ~ p a l i t y  Dhararnpur does not have electricity facihty It has a permanent 
bazaar area where the VDC office, health post, one h~gh  school, one English medium 
school, two medrcal shops, barber's shop, photo studio, many retalls shops, and tea stalls 
are situated 

Connected to the East-West H~ghway, Dharampur VDC IS 28 8 kilometers from the 
dlstnct headquarter To get to the southern belt of thrs VDC, one has to walk almost two 
hours of dusty roaa The bus service is available only up to the Dhararnpur chowk of the 



highway But the road 1s good enough to dnve two-wheelers and small four -wheelers 
down to the VDC office srtuated around SIX k~lometers south of the East West Illghway 

Located 16 hlometers away fiom the drstnct headquarters, Dangrban VDC has been 
drvided Into three parts by two nvers w ~ t h  no connecting bndges Dunng the monsoon 
season, for lack of bndge m these nvers, to vislt the VDC office, people have to make a 
long detour of more than 20 k~lometers vla the East-West Hlghway Agnculture 1s the 
main occupatron of thls VDC The so11 here 1s nch for tea plantation for whlch the 
government 1s promoting tea plantation A large number of landless people earn then 
llving worlung in the government tea states The maln bazaar area of Dangiban 1s 
located around 10 kllometers south of the East West Hlghway where retail shops, a high 
school, and a health post are located W~th  a small population slze of 6,879 (1262 
hcmseholds), Dangiban VDC has average household size of 5 4 persons and sex ratio of 
102 Brahmm, Chhetn, Mongol and Rajbansis are the major ethnlc groups Overall 
llteracy rate of population aged 6 years and above is 53 8 percent and that for female 1s 
39 3 percent only Out of the populat~on 10 years and above, 57 percent are economically 
actlve of whxch 22 5 percent are female Majonty of the populatron are malnly engaged m 
farming 

For Surlchet drstnct, the vanous wards compnslng Blrendranagar Mun~crpal~ty and 
Uttarganga VDC were selected as experimental s~tes and Lekhgaon VDC as control slte 

With a total populatlon slze of 22,973 (4773 households), Blrendranagar Muruc~pal~ty has 
average household srze of 4 8 and sex ratlo of 101 7 Llteracy rate of t h s  mu~llclpal~ty 1s 
67 5 percent and that for female IS 53 4 percent 

Uttarganga VDC has 1,260 households and total populatlon of 6,704 wlth average 
household size of 5 3 persons Thls VDC has a sex ratlo of 96 Overall l~teracy rate 1s 52 
percent and female Ilteracy rate 1s 37 percent 

Lekhgaon's 651 households has a population of 3,999 wlth average household slze of 6 1 
persons and sex ratio of 96 2 The overall I~teracy rate is 41 9 percent and that of female 
1s 22 percent 

In Kallall dlstnct, Ballya and Chuha VDCs and the newly formed rnuclpal~ty,  T~kapur, 
were selected as expemental areas and Masunya VDC as control area 

The expenmental slte of Baliya VDC 1s a three hour bus nde &om Dhangadhl, Karlall's 
dlstnct headquarter Dhangadh~ has a local airport, wlth weekly flights to and from 
Kathmandu Located on flat, fertlle land, Ballya is home to 17,512 res~dents w ~ t h  an 
average household slze of 5 3 persons (3294 households) The female populatlon has 
outnumbered the maIe populat~on with sex ratlo of 99 3 Brahmin, Chhetn, Tharu and 
Dallts are the major ethnic groups In t h ~ s  VDC The inhabitants of Ballya live m 
thatched-roofed huts scattered over an area of several kllometers 



Half of Baliya's residents are landless farmers who grow nce, maize and cash crops 
Non-farming employment opportunities are scarce, and the male members of famlly 
migrate to Ind~a in search of wage employment often dunng the off - fanng season every 
Year 

Even though BaIlya has rune pnmary and four secondary schools, only 30 percent of its 
population aged SIX years and above is literate of whch the female literacy rate 1s only 
12 8 percent 

Chuha VDC has a population size of 10,145 (1,497 households) wlth average household 
slze of 6 8 persons This VDC has sex ratlo of 98 Llke m Baliya, the Brahrnm, Chhetn, 
Dalits and Tharu people are the major ethn~c groups Overall literacy rate of population 
aged SIX years and above ~n the VDC is 14 7 percent whereas for female 1s hardly 6 
percent Most of the people from Chuha are small fanners and dally wage laborers 

The newly formed Tikapur munlcipallty inhab~ts 25,639 populatlon (3,804 households), 
w~ th  each household consisting of 5 3 persons on average Brahmin, Chhetn, T~beto- 
Burrnan, Dallts and Tharu are the major ethnlc groups Overall l~teracy rate is 33 8 
percent, of whlch only 21 percent for female Though Tlkapur is a municipality, ~ t s  soclo- 
economlc charactenstics are st111 very much rural Most of the populatlon of Tikapur are 
st111 dependent on agriculture and wage labor as thelr mam occupation 

With a small population size of 9,936 (1,288 households), Masmya VDC has average 
household size of 7 7 persons and sex ratlo of 101 8 Brahrnm, Chhetn, Tharu and Dalits 
are the major e t h c  groups Overall literacy rate of populatlon aged 6 years and above 1s 
28 6 percent and that of female is 14 3 percent 

3 3 Demographic Features of Respondents 

In both expenmental and control groups, the BrahrmdChettn were the most represented 
at 34 2 percent m expenmental group and 29 3 percent from control group followed by 
occupational caste, 29 3 percent in expenmental group and 19 1 percent In control group 
In Jhapa, though the program IS implemented by an orgmsatlon pnmanly addressing the 
needs and interests of the occupatronal caste (Dalits), but most of the SO3 partlcrpants 
surveyed m expenmental group were those other than Dallts, especially Brahmln and 
Chhetn 



Table 3 2 EthnrclCaste Com~osltion 

In Surkhet, 50 percent of respondents come from occupational caste in expenmental 
group and 55 percent were Mongols (most were Magars) In control group 

Ethn~cl 
Caste 
Category 

1 Brahrn~nl 
Chhetri 

2 Mongol 

3 Occupat~on 
al Caste 

4 Tharu 

5 Rajbans~lSa 
tar/Tajpur~y 
a 

6 Others 

Total 

In Kailali, the BrahrnrnIChettn are in majonty (41%) among the respondents from the 
expenmental group, followed by occupational caste (30%) and Tharus (22%) In control 
group, there were Tharus (37 5%) followed by Brahm~nlChettn (35 5%) and occupatronal 
caste (24%) 

3 3 2 Composition According to Rellgion 

Table 3 3 shows that excepting few Buddhists, Chstrans and Gratis almost all 
respondents are Hlndus 

Expenrnental Group 

Table 3 3 C o m ~ o s ~ t ~ o n  of Rewondents bv Religion 

Control Group 
TotallOveral 

I 

154 (34 2) 

44 (9 8) 

132 (29 3) 

68 (15 1) 

35 (7 8) 

17 (38)  

450 (100 0) 

Jhapa 

52 (34 7) 

3 (2 0) 

66 (44 0) 

29 (193) 

150 (100 0) 

Jhapa 

55 (36 7) 

22 (14 7) 

22 (14 7) 

35 (23 3) 

I6  (10 7) 

I 5 0  (loo 0) 

1 Hindu 1136 (90 7)/ 89 (89 0)1197 (98 5)/ 422 (93 8)1 150 (100 o)] 98 (98 0)1199 (99 5)1447 (99 311 

- 

Surkhet 

17 (17 0) 

8 (8 0) 

50 (50 0) 

24 (24 0) 

1 (I 0) 

100 (loo 0) 

Surkhet 

9 (9 0) 

55 (55 0) 

35 (35 0) 

I (10)  
200 ( I00 0) 

R e l ~ g ~ o n  

3 3 3 Language Usually Spoken In thew Household 

Karla11 

82 (41 0) 

14 (7 0) 

60 (30 0) 

44 (22 0) 

200 (100 0) 

2 Musl~m 

3 Buddhtst 

4 Chrrstran 

5 K~rat  

6 Other 

From the overall sample, 74 4 percent from expenmental and 63 1 percent from control 
group usually speak Nepal1 language m their household followed by 14 9 percent and 

Karla11 

71 (35 5) 

5 (2 5) 

48 (24 0) 

75 (375) 

TotallOverall 

132 (29 3) 

60 (13 3) 

86 (19 1) 

75 (167) 

Experrmentaf Group 

6 (4 0) 

3 (2 0) 

5 (3 3) 

Control Group 
Jhapa 

1 (05) 

200 (100 0) 

Jhapa 

Total 

66 (147) 

31 (69)  

450 ($00 0) 

Surkhet 

4 (4 0) 

7 (7 0) 

150 ( I00 0) 

Surkhet 

10 (22) 

13 (2 9) 

5 (11) 

I 

3 (1 5) 

100 (100 0) 

Ka~lalr 

200 ( I00 0) 

TotallOvera 
II 

Ka~lali 

2 (2 0) 

450 (100 0) 

TotallOver 
all 

100 (100 0) 150 (100 0) 

1 (0 5) 3 (0 7) 

200 (100 0) 450 (100 0) 



16 7 percent speaking Tharu from expenmental and control groups respectively Another 
major group 1 e 7 3 percent and 17 1 percent, respectively are 
Maithi~r/Bhojpun~ajbansr/Tajpunya/Satar speakers The lower percentage of Nepali 
speakers in the control group rndrcates that less number of women fiom those control area 
are exposed outs~de of therr local cornmunlty The women respondents from ethnrc 
groups with therr own trad~tional dralects fiom the expenmental groups mentroned that 
they use Nepal] language as their language of daily use This shows that they are l~kely to 
have more rnteractlon wlth Nepalr-speaklng people outslde of their communrty compared 
to the women from the same language group from the control group 

Table 3 4 Language Usually Spoken 

3 3 4 Average Age at Marriage 

Experrmental Group 

Among the 450 respondents from each of the groups, 33 (7 3%) from expenmental group 
and 9 (2 2%) fi-om control group were unmamed at the trme of survey Among the ever 
marned women, the expenmental group has average age at marnage of 15 9 years and 
15 5 years old for control group The average age at marnage In Jhapa, Surkhet and 
Kallali were found to be 15 85, 15 99 and 16 31 years and 15 53, 16 47 and 15 01 years 
respectrvely for experimental and control groups Among the remaimng 417 respondents, 
28 are wrdoweci/d~vorced/separated household head and 27 are de-facto household heads 
m expenmental group But in control groups 30 were widowed/divorced/separated 
household head and no de-facto household head m thls group at the tlme of the study 

Control Group 1 
Language 

1 Nepal1 

2 Tharu 

3 Ma~th~lrIBhojpur 
11Rajbansrl 
TajpunyalSatar 

4 RarIL~mbu 

5 TamangIGurun 
g/Magar 

6 Other 

Total 

Jhapa Jhapa Ka~la l~ Surkhet Surkhet Totallover 
all 

Ka~la l~ TotaIlOve 

100 (1 00 0) 

100 (100 0) 

101 (67 3) 

I (0 7) 

33 (22 0) 

9 (6 0) 

5 (3 3) 

1 (0 7) 

150 (100 0) 

335 (74 4) 

67 (14 9) 

33 (7 3) 

9 (2 0) 

5 (11) 

I (0 2) 

450 (100 0) 

59 (39 3) 

77 (51 3) 

14 (9 3) 

150 (100 0 
) 

76 (76 0) 

24 (24 0) 

100 (100 0) 

1 158 (79 0) 

42 (21 0) 

200 (100 0) 200 (100 0) 

14 (3 1) 

450 (1 00 0) 



Table 3 5 Average Age (Years) at Marrlage 

3 4 Participat~on in SO3 Interventions 

Marital Status 

1 Unmarr~edINever Married 

2 Mamedl Liv~ng with 
Husband 

3 Wldowed and Not 
Remarr~ed in Extended 
Fam~ly 

4 D~vorcedl Separated in 
Extended Family 

5 Marr~edILlving In Parents 
House 

6 W~dowedlD~vorcedlSepar 
ated1Household Head 

De facto Household Head 

Total 

3 4 1 Part~clpatlon m Baslc L~teracy class 

Among the 450 respondents of expenmental group, 49 7 percent reported that they have 
completed srx months literacy class and 45 6 percent reported that have participated for 
more than nlne months of bas~c literacy class (incIuding post literacy classes offered by 
SCF/US) Three participants from Surkhet and two from Kallali were found already 
literate before the SO3 program lmplementatlon in the area but have been Included in the 
group by the rmplementing organisatlon In terms of attendance status, 93 7 percent 
completed the course, 4 3 percent dropped out and two percent were attending llteracy 
classes at the time of the survey 

Table 3 6 Partlclpat~on In Bas~c L~teracy Class by D~strrct and Duration of 
Partlcl~atlon 

Experrmental Group (Average 
Age In Years) 

Jhap 
a 

1 5 9  
9 

12 0 
0 

17 0 
0 

1 3 7 
5 

1 5 8  
5 

Control Group (Average Age 
~n Years) 

Jhap 
a 

15 65 

14 33 

21 00 

14 08 

l 
(28 011 ( I  311 (2 011 (68 711 (100 011 

Surkhet 1 92 1 1 4 1 I I 971 100 

Surkhe 
t 

1607 

1 7 00 

1 5 00 

1622 

1599 

Experimental Group 
6 Months 19 Months 1 < 6 1 > 9 1 Totai I Total 

I 

Surkhet 

16 31 

18 83 

1647 

I Months 1 Months 1 ~esponses 1 Sample 

Karla11 

1594 

16 00 

.f 7 50 

14 9.1 

16 31 

1631 

J h a ~ a  421 21 31 1031 1501 150 

TotalIOver 
all 

15 98 

12 00 

17 20 

14 61 

16 28 

15911553  

Kallal 
I 

15 17 

12 50 

1501 

TotalIOver 
all 

15 57 

14 33 

21 00 

14 40 

15 50 



On the reasons for dropping out In the l~teracy classes, sickness and no time because of 
household work (36 8% each) were the maln reasons cited, followed by los~ng interest 
and problem related to teacher (10 5 % each) 

3 4 2 Partlclpat~on In Legal L~teracy Class 

Of the 450 respondents, 46 9 percent attended the legal llteracy class for three months 
while 53 1 percent attended for less than 3 months Dlstnct-wise data shows 42 7 percent 
m Jhapa, 70 percent m Surkhet and 62 percent n K a ~ l a l ~  attended legal literacy class for 
less than three months 

As mentioned m the Methodology, Jhapa respondents have taken legal l~teracy from the 
USAIDISUSS, whlle those from Surkhet and Kailali were through SCFIUS's p~lot  legal 
l~teracy program which was not directly under SO3 Only four respondents from Surbet  
who were also economic group members under NNDSWO have participated in the Asia 
Foundation's legal literacy program through ~ t s  local partner in Surkhet, SAC Therefore 
whlle data were obtalned about the durat~on of partic~pation and complet~on status for the 
legal literacy part, but except for Jhapa, t h s  should not be eq~ated to be dlrectly an SO3 
lnterventlon 

Table 3 6 Partrc~pat~on In Legal Literacy Class by Drstrrct and Duratlon 

3 4 3 Part~clpatlon In Income Generat~on Trarnlng 

District 

Jhapa 

Surkhet 

Karlali 

Total/Overall 

As they were pnmanly members of SCF/USt economic groups, all the women 
respondents were members of savlngs and cred~t groups at the time of the study Still a 
few have not yet in~tiated or have no ongoing income generating activ~ties yet Many 

Exper~mental Group 
3 Months 

86 
(57 3) 

4 
(1 00) 

7 6 
(38 0) 

166 
(46 9) 

Less than 3 
Months 

64 
(42 7) 

-- 

124 
(62 0) 

188 
(53 1) 

Total 
Responses 

150 
(I00 0) 

4 
(I00 0) 

200 
(100 0) 

354 
(I00 0) 

Total 
Sample 

150 

100 

200 

450 



however were found to have attended Income generation train~ng (IGTs) Nlnety-two 
percent have attended such tralning in fiapa, of wh~ch 79 1 percent have attend a short 
trainlng course of less than a week and 20 1 percent attended for one to two weeks 
Similarly 96 percent of the tralnees of IGT In Surkhet have undergone training of less 
than one week and few (4 %) have undergone a train~ng of more than a week The same 
trend was seen m Kailal 86 percent attended a tralning of less than a week, 8 8 percent 
with one to two weeks and 4 7 percent have undergone 2-4 weeks training Overall, 90 4 
percent attended income generat~ng training of which 86 2 percent attended training of 
less than a week The dropouts in IGT was almost negligible 



Table 3 9 Partrclpatron In IGT by Drstrrct and Durat~on of Partrcrpat~on 

3 4 4 Partlclpation m Savxngs and Cred~t Group 

Drstr~ct 

Jhapa 

Surkhet 

Karla11 

TotaI/Overall 

All respondents m all three dlstncts were members of savlngs and cred~t groups at the 
tlme of the study 

Exper~mental Group 

Table 3 10 shows the duration of partlclpation in savlng groups, where 23 3 percent In 
Jhapa, two percent m Surkhet and 37 percent m Kallall have started then saving groups 
dunng the last 12 months Slm~larly, 50 percent in Jhapa, 53 percent m Surkhet and 61 5 
percent m Kallah have started thelr savlng groups 24 to 12 months pnor to the survey and 
26 7 percent in Jhapa, 45 percent in Surkhet and 1 5 percent m Kallal~ have jolned the~r 
savlng groups 36 to 24 months pnor to the survey 

Less than 
a Week 

110 
(791) 

93 
(95 9) 

148 
(86 5 )  

35 1 
(862) 

Table 3 10 Duratron of Part~crpatron In Sav~ngs and Credrt Actrvrtres by Disir~ct 

3 4 5 Part~crpat~on In Income Generatxng Actlvrt~es 

D~str~ct 

Jhapa 

Surkhet 

Karla11 

TotIOverall 

Generally, ~t was found that the part~clpants of saving groups have to wart the~r turn In 
order to recelve the loan from the group so that they can start their Income generating 

Total 
Sample 

150 

100 

200 

450 

1 - 2 
Week 

28 
(201) 

2 
(2 1) 

15 
(8 8) 

45 
(111) 

Expertmental Group 

2 - 4 
Week 

1 
(0 7) 

2 
(2 1) 

8 
(4 7) 
I 1 

(2 7) 

13-18 
Months 

34 
(22 7) 

6 
(6 0) 

5 1 
(25 5) 

91 
(20 2) 

19-24 
Months 

41 
(27 3) 

47 
(47 0) 

72 
(36 0) 

160 
(35 6) 

1-6 
Months 

35 
(23 3) 

2 
(2 0) 

8 
(4 0) 

45 
( I0  0) 

More than 
4 Week 

7-12 
Months 

66 
(33 0) 

66 
(14 7) 

Total 
Responses 

139 
(92 7) 

97 
(97 0) 

171 
(85 5) 

407 

(90 4) 

25-30 
Months 

6 
(4 0) 

I 
(0 5) 

7 
( I  6) 

31-36 
Months 

34 
(22 7) 

45 
(45 0) 

2 
(1 0) 

8 1 
(18 0) 

Total 
Responses 

150 
(100 0) 

100 
(1 00 0) 

200 
(100 0) 

450 
(100 0) 

Total 
Sample 

150 

100 

200 

450 



activities Once the participants start the IGA, cases of dropouts are extremely rare Even 
if the participants return the loan to the group fund, they will cany on thelr Income 
generation activities By distnct data shows that 90 percent in Jhapa, 84 percent in 
Surkhet and 99 percent in Kailall have already started thelr income generating activities 
Of those from the expenmental groups, most of their income generatlng are agnculture- 
based, such as vegetable farming, livestock (goat/sheep/cattle/pig) and poultry, and some 
s~mple home-based food processing ("pndruk" or dned vegetables, beaten nce, pickles, 
sp~ced snacks llke tztaura, lapsz etc ) There were only very few off-farm IGAs such as 
handicrafts, tailoring, running small shops and tea shops, knitting, weavlng and fishery 

Table 3 11 Part~c~pat~on rn IGA by Dtstrtct and Duratron of Partrc~patron 

Table 3 11 shows that most partlcipants 111 Jhapa and Kailali have started their I G 4  
within the last two years, whereas m Surkhet 45 percent partlcipants have at least 30 
months expenence of income generatlng actlv~ties Overall, 85 percent partlcipants have 
started thelr lncome generating actlvit~es dunng the Iast two years Only few (7 3%) are 
yet to start lncome generating activities 

D~strtct 

Jhapa 

Surkhet 

Karlalt 

TotalIOv 
erall 

3 4 6 Participatron In Tra~nmg/Programs Other Than S03's 

Among the respondents of expenmental group, 8 percent from Jhapa, 22 percent from 
Surkhet and 2 5 percent from Kailali reported havlng been involved in train~ng/progran~s 
other than SO3 activities Similarly, in control group 2 percent from Jhapa, 4 percent 
from Surkhet and 5 5 percent from Kallali reported their involvei~~entlparticipat~on In 
tralning/programs launched by organisations other than those from SO3 (USAID) 
Overall, 8 1 percent from expenmental group and 4 percent from control group have 
participated In the trainl~glprograrns other thm those of S03's 

Experrmental Group 

The types of tra~ning/prograrns attended by the iespondents of expenmental groups are 
on I~vestock, improved farmlng, poultry fammg, female commun~ty health volunteer 
(FCHV), health, sanitation, fam~ly plannmg, child health care, handicrafts, and 
knittinglsewing Those from the control group had attended tralning on FCHV, health, 
fam~ly plannmg, sanitation, knittmg/sewlng etc 

1-6 
Months 

28 
(20 7) 

21 
(106) 

49 

(1 1 8) 

Total Sample 

150 

100 

200 

450 

13 18 
Months 

4 0 
(29 6) 

24 
(28 6) 

26 
(131) 

90 

(21 6) 

25 30 
Months 

12 
(8 9) 

3 
(3 6) 

7-12 
Months 

19 
(14 I )  

1 
(1 2) 
102 

(515) 
122 

(29 3) 

19 24 
Months 

28 
(20 7) 

18 
(21 4) 

48 
(242) 

94 

(22 5) 

31-36 
Months 

S 

(5 9) 
38 

(45 2) 
1 

(0 5) 

Total 
Responses 

135 
(100 0) 

84 
(1 00 0) 

198 
(1 00 0) 

47 
151 

(3 6)l (1 I S) 

417 

(1 00 0) 



3 5 SO3 Indicator 1 Number of Collective Action for Social Change 
Initiated by Women 

{PRIVATE )As mentloned m the Methodology, for th~s  part of the study, Focus Group 
Discuss~ons were used to ellcit the requrred lnforrnatlon from the women groups Using a 
FGD guide questlonnalre, the purpose of th~s  part of the study was to obtain information 
fkom the group members about the extent of the coIlect~ve actlons they have lmtlated so far 
Explic~tly asked were the types of commmty Issues, the steps or acbons they have done for 
each of these Issues, and the number of times for each of these actions For clanty of 
presentation, these three categones are presented In the followrng table 

Since the SO3 Indicator uses 'number' and not percentages or averages, the actual number 
for each d~stnct m all categones were totalled In consonance with the SO3 Indicator of 
'collective action for soclal change', wh~le counting the issues for every FGD, those whch 
were collective actions that benefit the larger commurnty were separated from those issues 
and actlons that benefit individual members elther of the group, thelr famlly or therr 
cornmumty For purposes of companng the extent by whch non-SO3 women have 
imtiated some collective action for soclal change, one FGD was conducted in each of the 
control s~tes, the results of whch were also presented at the end of ths  sectlon 

Table 3 12 Summary of Number of Issues, Action/steps, and Number of Times per 
Actlon from 12 SO3 Advocacy Groups d u n g  the Last Two Years 

In the detalled tables that follow for every FGD m every distnct, these lssues and the lunds 
of actiodsteps have been presented to see the array of Issues and actions/steps that the 
women mtlate m each distnct For Surkhet, ~t can be seen that the types of lssues 
addressed (campaign against alcohol productlon and consurnptlon, handing over of 
government forest for commmty forest user groups), and the actlons or steps necessary for 
each of these Issues reqmre substantlal number of tunes for each of these actions For 
alcohol production and garnbl~ng, the women groups took turns to orgamse and Implement 
a lund of 'vigilante' group to momtor and patrol alcohol productlon and gambling areas 
They also went a substantla1 number of tlmes to the VDC office to discuss and request for 

(PRIVATE 
)DISTRICTS 

JHAPA 

KAILALI 

SURKKET 

TOTAL 

- 

NO OF TIMES 
PER 
ACTION 
Cornm h d l v  

116 25 

52 8 

393 41 

561 74 

ISSUES 

Corn /I,ndlv 

29 12 

23 3 

30 11 

82 26 

AVERAGE 
TIMES/ 
ISSUES 
Com h d l v  

4 2 

2 2  - 

11 6 - 

ACTIONS1 
STEPS 

Com /Indiv 

35 19 

35 3 

58 14 

128 36 



the handlng over of the government forest to be managed by them as members of the 
women commuruty forest users groups 

Expenmental Group - Jhapa 
FGD l 
Issues initiated 
Collective act~ons for Soc~al 
Change 

1 Lack of ORT solut~on 

2 Demand for ~rngation facil~ty 

3 Demand for dnnlung water 
facil~ty 

4 Demand for loan for lncome 
generat~on act~v~tles 

5 Protest aga~nst delayed release of 
loans 

6 Demand of more l~teracy classes 
far women 
No of ~ssues ln~trated = 6 12 

StepsIAct~ons taken 

-Went to the health post for 
prompt distnbut~on of ORS 
In the village 

-Went to the VDC office 
-Met the dlstnct ~ m g a t ~ o n  
officer 

-Went to the VDC office 

-Met Women Development 
Officer (WDO) in the 
VDC 

-0rganlsed a rally of 250 
women and shouted 
slogans in front of the 
b ank 

-Went to the VDC office 

No of actlons = 7 

No of times 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

No of tlmes = 



Issues init~ated 
Collective Action for Soc~al 
Change 

1 Creatlng awareness about health 
and ORT 

2 Creat~ng awareness about 
samtation 

3 Protest against open alr tollet 

4 Road mantenance 

5 Demand for irngat~on faclllty 

6 Demand for electnclty 

7 Tree plantation 

No of Issues lnitlated = 5 

Steps/Actions taken 

-Demonstration and actual 
clean~ng of dnnk~ng water 
sources and publlc taps 

-Door to door campalgn 

-Door to door carnpalgn for 
use of tollet 
-0rganlsed cluster of small 
meetings for households 

-Demanded for road 
maintenance at the VDC 
and DDC offices 
-Labor contnbutlon 

-Approached to the VDC 
office 

-Approached to the 
polltical leader 

-Planted trees in road side 
-Planted trees m school 
ground 
No of act~ons = 10 

No oftimes 



FGD 3 
Issues lnltlated 
Collective Act~on for Social 
Change 

1 Road constructron 

3 Income generation 

S teps/Actrons taken 

-Labor contribution 

2 Protest agalnst drunken behav~or 

5 Demand for tollet 

-House-to-house vrsrt for 
awareness raising 

-Played "Deusl" to collect 
fund 

-Every month (actual 
cornmun~ty actron) 

-Approached to the local 
NGO office 

6 Creatrng awareness about Jeevan 
Jal 

7 Celebratmn of Internatronal 
Women's Day 

-Door-to-door campargn 

-0rgan1sed a rally and a 
mass meetlng 

8 Celebratron of Chrldren's Day -0rganlsed a rally and a 
mass meetlng 

9 Tree plantation -Planted trees m school 
ground 

No of issues lmtiated =9 No of actlons = 9 



FGD 4 

1 Awareness program agalnst 
drunken behavlor and gambling 

Issues initiated 
Collect~ve Act~on for Social 
Change 

2 Campaign against alcoholic dnnk 
production 

3 Demand for tube well 

4 Flood control of nver 

Steps/Actlons taken 

5 Demand for dnnking water 
faclllty 

NO of tlrnes ' 

6 Landslide control 

7 Celebration of International 
Women's Day 

8 Awareness program for Jeevan Jal 

9 Tree plantztion 

-Went to VDC office 

-Went to VDC office 

-Publicly destroyed 
contalners used to prepare 
alcoholic beverages 

-Went to VDC office 

2 

-Went to VDC office 

-0rgan1sed a rally and 
mass meeting 

-Door to door campaign 

-Planted trees m school 
ground 

Jhapa District (summary) 
FGD # I Issues 

Average L 
4 
Total 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

No of times = 24 

9 
29 

Actions I No of times 

9 
35 
8 75 ave action for 
4 FGDs 
1 2 ave actlon per 

24 
116 
13 25 
t~rnes over ave 
Actlons 



Kallali 

FGD 1 
:ssues initiated 
Zollect~ve Act~on for Social 
Zhange 

1 Protest a g a r  st caste 
liscnminatron 

! Road construction 

3 Protection of publrc property 
:Clzautara) 

1 Wooden bndge construction 

5 Group farming for income 
3ener atlon 

5 Fund raismg for group saving 

7 Creating awareness for health and 
sanltatlon 

8 Creatlng awareness program on 
small family size, compulsory 
educatron and gender equahty 

9 Mot~vation program for other 
women to join the group for thelr 
advancement 

10 Establishment of co-operatrve 

3tepsIActlons taken 

-Raised the rssue rn mass 
neetrng 

-Labor contnbution 

-Labor contnbution for 
repair 

-Labor contnbution 

-0rganrzed onion farming 

-Worked on dally wage 
labor basis and deposited 
wages earned in group 
fund 

-Door to door campaign 

-0rganlsed a mass meeting 

-Orgarused a meetrng for 
those women who were not 
m the group 

-At thelr own rnitiatron, 
they legal~sed therr group 
by registering it as Co- 
operat~ve Organisat~on and 
affiliated it to National Co- 
operat~ve Development 
Board 
To of actlons = 10 I- 

No of times 

1 
oftimes = 1 



1 Dnnking water 

FGD 2 

2 Maintenance of road 

No oftimes Issues initiated 
Collectxve Actlon for Soclal 
Change 

-Labor contnbutlon 

Steps/Actions taken 

-Cleaning up hand pumps 

/ 3 Construction of wooden bndge I -Labor contnbutlon / 3 I 
No of lssues lmtiated =3 No of actions = 3 No oftlmes = 5 

1 

FGD 3 
I Issues in~t~ated I SteniAction taken I No of trmes I 
I Collective Act~on for Social 

1 Movement agarnst drunken 
behavior 

2 Demand of publlc Iand for group 
farrnlng 

3 Establishment of cornrnunlty 
center 

-Talked one-on-one and 
convinced the (alcoholic 
/drunken) person 
- Commumty Informed 
about penalty through 
meetmg 
-Reported to the VDC 
-Reported to the pollce 
-Informed pollce to arrest 
drunkard 
-Made h ~ m  to glve a 
wntten commitment not to 
repeat the actlvlty agaln m 
future 

Went to request Tikapur 
Town Development 
Committee 

Constructed small hut at 
the center of the village for 
group meeting 

1 

No of actlons = 9 No of times = 10 



FGD 4 

Change I 
Issues inltlated 
Collect~ve Act~on for Soclal 

1 Movement aga~nst drunken I -Convmced people about 

StepslAct~ons taken 

product~on and 
consumpt~on of alcohoI 
through mass meetrng 
-Warned dnmken/alcohol~c 
men about the penalty 
-Imposed charge of Rs 
100 as penalty for first 
tlme offenders and Rs 200 
as penalty for the repeaters 
-Destroyed alcohol 
production and sales center 
-Reported to the pollce 

2 School construction I -Labor contribution 

4 Awareness program on health and 
samtatlon 

3 Cleanlng water resources 

-0rganrsed mass meet~ngs 

-Cleaned the wells 

6 Bndge construct~on 

5 Motivat~on for tollet constructlon 

-Demand for small bndge 
ralsed In mass meetrng 
-Pressunsed VDC to 
approach distnct office to 
release the budget for 
bndge 

-Door to door vls~t  

-Labor contnbutlon 
-Consulted wlth concern 
officrals to regrster 
women's group as Co- 
operatlve Organlsat~on and 
to affiliate rt with National 
Co-operatwe 

I Development Board 
No of ~ssues initiated =7 No of act~ons = 13 1 o oftimes = 2 



I 

Total 1 23 

<,  

Average 

FGD # 
1 

- - 

Actions 
10 

Issues 
10 

8 75 ave actlons 
for 4 FGDs 
6 09 action per 

5 94 
times over avel 
action 



Surhhet 

Collectrve Actlon for 
Soc~aI Change 
1 Campargn against 
alcohol production and 
consumption 

FGD 1 

2 Protests agarnst 
gambllng 

3 Drinklng water 
r " a c 1 1 1 ~  
4 Forest conservation 

No of 
times 

Issues ~nltiated 

5 Tree plantation 
6 Cleaning campargn 
7 Restrlctron on cattle 
grazing ins~de the 
airport 

Steps/Actions taken 

8 Protest agalnst 
increased school fees 

9 Celebration of 
Intematronal Women's 
Day 
10 Takrng bath at the 
publlc taps 

-Motrvated community not to produce and consume 
alcohol through door-to-door vrsrt program 
-Monitored and patrolled llkely alcohol productron 
areas 
-Reported to the polrce 
-Set and ~mposed penalties for offenders 
-Met and motrvated gamblers to stop gamblrng 
-Patrolled likely gambling areas 
-Gamblers were named about the penaltres m small 
group discussions 
-Constructed temporary wells 

-Requested VDC to hand over nearby government 
forest Into community forest to be managed by 
women 
-Planted trees 
-Cleaned road and trails of the vlllage 
- Held a meeting wrth Socral Awareness Center 
-0rganised a mass meetmg where vrllagers agreed 
on restriction on cattle grazlng insrde the a~rport 
-Informed the pollce about the dec~slon 
-\/'rsited poIrce office to confirm whether the actron 
agarnst the offenders were berng taken or not 
-Formed groups of women and watched the airfield 
-Discussed wrth Pnnclpal to reduce the Increased 
fees 
-Locked marn gate of the school 
-0rganised a rally with the slogan of safe 
motherhood 

-Drscussed at the group meetrng about t h ~ s  issue 
-Decrded In a publlc meetrng not to take bath at the 

I publlc taps to mlnrmlse crowd and mrsuse of water I 1 
No of lssues rnrtlated =10 No of act~ons = 21 No of tlmes = 225 



1 Forest conservation and 
management 

FGD 2 

2 Community hall construction 

3 Road construction 

4 Income generation 

5 Protest against drunken behavior 

No oftimes Issues ~nltlated 
CoIlectlve Action for Soc~al 
Change 

6 Toilet construct~on 

Steps/Act~ons taken 

-Reported to forest office 
aga~nst deforestation 
-Requested VDC to hand- 
over nearby government 
forest to women's group 
-Women members worked 
to extinguish the fire in the 
forest 
-Tried to find out the 
culpnt 

-Labor contnbutron 

-Group find rased by 
contnbutrng wages earned 

-Conducted door-to-door 
vrsit to the alcohol 
producer and consumers to 
stop production and 
consurnptron 
-Reported to police 
-Charged penalties 

-Requested Dallt 
Organlsation to provide 
materials to construct 
toilets 

I -Demanded for dnnklng 
7 D n d i n g  water supply 

8 Celebration of International 
Women's Day 
No of issues mitiated =9 No of act~ons = 13 No of times = 32 

water project 

-0rganrsed a rally 
3 

1 



FGD 3 
Issues ~ n ~ t ~ a t e d  
Collect~ve Actlon for Social 
Change 

1 Protest aga~nst gambl~ng 

2 Protest against aIcoholism 

3 Road clean~ng 

4 Demand for the meet~ng hall 
construct~on 

5 Forest conservat~on and 
management 

6 Toilet construction 

Stevs/Actions taken 

-Group confiscated cards 
and tom on the spot 
-Reported to the police 
-Charged cash penalties 
ranglng Rs 200-400 

-Tned to convince 
producer and consumers of 
alcohol through small 
group discussions 
-Charged cash penalt~es to 
the consumers and alcohol 
producrng rnatenals were 
destroyed 

-Road was cleaned 

-Requested Dafit 
Orgmsat~on to provlde 
rnatenals support to 
construct a community hall 

-Tned to convince v~llager 
not to cut trees and graze 
cattle m the forest through 
small group discuss~ons 
-Requested forest office to 
hand-over government 
forest to the comrnun~ty 

-D~scussed about the 
importance of tollet at the 
monthly group meeting 
-Requested Dal~t 
Organisation to prov~de 
rnatenals for toilet 
construction 

No of Issues initiated =6 

No oftimes 

6 
No of times = 



FGD 4 

1 Protest aga~nst drunken behav~or 

Issues imtiated 
ColIectlve Actlon for Soc~al 
Change 

2 Protest against garnbl~ng 

3 LandsI~de prevent~on measures 

StepsIAct~ons taken 

4 Use of public play ground by 
individuals mth the approval of 
rn~~n~clpahty 

No of t~mes  

5 Partlclpatlon of women at local 
level elect~on 

NO of issues lnitlated =5 

-Conducted door-to-door 
vlslt program to convrnce 
the consumers of alcohol 
-Formed watch groups to 
momtor production and 
consumption 

I -Tned to convlnce people I I 
aga~nst garnbl~ng through 
mass meetlng 
- Confiscated cards and 
tom on the spot 
-Formed a watch group and 
momtored the 11kely 
garnbl~ng areas 

-Warned stone collectors 
not to collect stones from 
the nearby nver 
-Consulted Soc~al 
Awareness Center for the 
offic~al process to stop 
stone collect~on fiom the 
nver 
-Went to the mwcipaLty 

-Mass protest by the 
groups 
-Flied applications to the 
munlcipallty 

-Women group nomated 
thelr representative for 
ward level elect~on 

No of act~ons = 11 No of t~mes = 80 



Surkhet Dlstrrct (summary) 
FGD # I Issues 1 Act~ons 

I I issue 

4 
Total 
Average 

No of times 1 

times over ave I 

7 
30 
7 5 

actions I 

10 
5 8 
13 5 ave act~on for 
4 FGDs 
1 93 action per 

Collectrve Act~ons for Indlv~dual Help 

Many of the advocacy groups have also initrated collective actions but wh~ch  benefit 
individuals 1n their c o m m u t ~ e s  To differentlate these from those that collectrvely 
benefit the rnajonty in the cornmunrty, these were separated and presented below 

Most of these cases were on domestic vrolence (wife beating, or husband-wrfe quarrel, 
and one case of rape) where the groups rushed to help the vlctlmised woman, and 
reported to polrce or CDO office Others were very spec~fic soclal serv~ceslchanty such 
as attending to a delivery complicatron, financial help, family controversy on money 
matters, share of property, acqulnng c~tizensh~p, mot~vating husband to allow wife to 
attend l~teracy class, reportrng mlssing chlld to polrce None of these ~nd~vldual cases 
were elevated to a level where it became a collect~ve actlon for the good of the 
community in general Thus these were not Included in averaging the collectrve actron 
for socral change 

Jhapa 



Help 

1 Husband-wife quarrel 

FGD 1 

-Went to house 

1 2 A rnamed women was molested I -Went to the molester and I 1 

No oftimes Issues rnltrated StepsIAct~ons taken 

FGD 2 

Collective Action for Indlv~dual 

by a person and she was abandoned 
by her husband 

Issues rnitlated 
Collect~ve Action for Indlvrdual 
HeIp 

, 

1 Wife beatlng 

No of lssues lnitlated =2 No of actions = 2 No of times = 4 

pressured hlm to accept her 
as his second wife 

2 Dellvery complication 

1 

3 Financial need to a poor lady 

4 Controversy about money matter 

No of issues initiated =4 

Steps/Act~ons taken 

-Went to house 
-Reported to police 

went to house and took the 
lady to the hospital 

collected money and 
donated to the lady 

spoke for the lady as 
I pressure group 
No of actlons = 5 

2 Widowed s~ster-in-law beaten by 
brother-m-law 

FGD 3 

went to the house 

1 3 Husband wrfe quarrel I went to the house I I I 
No of issues ln~trated =3 No of actions = 3 No oftimes =3 

No o f t ~ m e s  

1 

- 
Issues in~tlated 
Collect~ve Action for Indiv~dual 
Help 

1 Wife beating 

StepsIActions taken 

went to house 



FGD 4 
Issues ~nlt~ated 
Collective Action for Ind~vlduaf 

1 W ~ f e  beatlng (He beat h ~ s  w~fe,  
w ~ f e  left house and he set fire on hls 
own house) 

2 Female beaten by a village person 

3 A woman was not prov~ded her 
share of property 

Jhapa Dlstrict (summary) 
I FGD # 1 Issues 

Total 
Average 

Ste~sIAct~ons taken 

-Went to house 
-Went to the jungle (to 
catch h ~ m  where he was 
hldlng) 
-Took hlm to the pol~ce 
station 
-Took hlm to the temple 

-Went to hls house 
-Reported to pollce stat~on 

-Went to her husband's 
house 
-Went to the VDC office 
-Went to the advocate 

Actions I No of tlmes 



Collective Actlon for Indlv~dual 
Help 

1 Wife beating 

2 A woman was not allowed by her 
husband to attend l~teracy classes 

3 problem of c~tizenship( husband 
of one of the members was facrng 
problem to get citizenship as he was 
born m Ind~a) 

4 Son of a group member broke his 
arm 

5 Son of a group member died of 
drowning 

6 Quarrel and fighting of two 
neighbours 
No of rssues initrated =6 

-Went to the house 
-Reported to the police 
-Took the lady to the 
Distnct Hospital (she was 
injured by her husband) 
-Took the lady to the 
Regional Hospital 

- Woinen group motivated 
her husband to allow her to 
attend l~teracy class 

-Discussed about the 
possible ways and means 
to help the person at the 
group meetlng 

-Provrded financial 
assistance 

-Provided financial 
assistance 

-Convinced both partres 
and settled their d~sputes 
qo of act~ons = 9 1 



1 Husband didn't allow hls wife to 
attend I~teracy class 

FGD 3 

-Convinced him to allow 
her to joln I~teracy class 

Issues znitiated 
Collective Act~on for Indlv~duat 
Help 

2 House construction I -Contributed a day's labor 

StepsIActions taken 

1 to construct house of three 
I group members 

No of issues inltzated =2 No of actzons = 2 

FGD 4 
Issues zn~tzated 
Collective Action for Individual 
Help 

1 A 13 year gzrl was lost fiom the 
vlllage 

2 Brother-m-law(Dewa/) abused h ~ s  
slster-m-law(Bhau;u)u) 

Step~l~ctzons  taken 

-Reported to the police 

-Reported to CDO's office 
-He was arrested by pollce 

No of tzmes I 

3 S~ppor t  to a handicapped 
1 

Vo oftimes = 

-Donat~on of Rs 50 was 
provrded 

No of lssues lmt~ated =3 No of actlons = 3 

Surkhet Drstr~ct (summary) 
FGD # 
1 

2 

3 

4 
Total 

I Average 

Issues 
0 

6 

2 

3 
11 

Actlons 
0 

9 

2 

3 
14 

No of tzmes 
0 

25 

6 

10 
41 



FGD 1 

FGD 2 

Issues lnrtiated 
CoIIectlve Act~on for Ind~v~dual 
Help 

1 W~fe  beatmg 

/ 1 W~fe  beatlng I -Went to house 
No of issues 1111t1ated =1 No of act~ons = 1 
FGD 3 (None) 

StepsIActions taken 

No of ~ssues in~tiated =1 No of act~ons = 1 No oftimes =2 
-went to house 

Issues ~rut~ated 
Collective Act~on for Indl\ldual 
Help 

No of times I 

No of t~mes 

2 

Steps/Actlons taken 

Help I 

FGD 4 
Issues ~rutiated 
Collective Act~on for Individual 

husband I his act~ons 
No of issues in~t~ated =1 No of actlons = 1 No of t~mes =1 

1 Loan taken by a woman fiom her 
group fund was rmsused by her 

KailaIi D~strlct (summary) 
FGD # I Issues 

StepsIActrons taken 

-Talked w ~ t h  husband 
about lnappropnateness of 

I 

Total 13 

No of t~mes 

1 

Act~ons 
1 

Average 

No of times 
2 

0 75 



Collectlve Actlons Before Partlclpat~ng m SO3 Actlvrt~es 
Experimental Group 
Jhapa District 

FGD 2 (None) 
FGD 3 (None) 
FGD 4 
Issues lnltlated 
Coflectlve Act~on/s 

FGD 1 

1 Protest agalnst Drunken behavior 
2 Protest agmst  gambllng 
3 Wife beating 

No of issues lnltiated =3 

No of times 

4 

Issues ~mt~ated 
Collectlve Actlon/s for Soclal 
Change 
1 Protest against Drunken behavror 

FGD 1 (None) 
FGD 2 (None) 
FGD 3 (None) 

No of lssues init~ated =1 No of actrons = 1 No oftimes =4 

Steps/Act~ons taken 

-went to h s  house and 
threatened hm not to do so 

Steps/Actions taken 1 No of tunes 

-Went to h s  house 
-Went to h s  house 
-Went to h s  house 
-Reported to police 11 

Jo of actions = 4 No oftlrnes =6 



and consurnpt~on through 
group d~scussions 
-Offenders were warned 
about penalt~es to be 
charged by women group 
-Charged Rs 100 as 
penalty for first t~me  
offenders and Rs 200 
penalty for second hme 
offenders 
-Destroyed alcohol 
production and sales center 
-Reported to the pol~ce 

Jo of actions = 6 

FGD 4 

Surkhet Dlstrlct 

No of times Issues ~mt~ated 
CoIIectlve Actlonls for Soclal 
Change 
1 Protest against Drunken behav~or 

StepsIActions taken 

-Tned to conwnced people 
against alcohol production 

FGD 1 (None) 
FGD 2 

1 Awareness creat~on on health and 
samtat~on 

2 Wife beatmg 

3 Protest agalnst garnblmg and 
drunken behavior 

No of tunes Issues ~rut~ated 
Collectwe Actlonls 

StepsIActlons taken 

No of issues mtiated =3 No of act~ons =5 No of t~mes =25 

-Door to door ms~t  program 
to Inform villagers aboupt 
Pollo feedmg and m t a .  'A' 
program 
-Went to his house 
-Reported to the police 
-Mot~vated people through 
small group d~scuss~ons 
-Reported to the police 

2 
12 
4 

4 
3 



1 A girl, pregnant from her cousln, 
was disowned by her parents 

FGD 3 I 

-A group of women went to 
the parents and convinced 

No oftimes Issues initiated 
Collective Act~onls 

them to treat her properly 

Steps/Actions taken 

dunng her maternity penod 
No of actions = 1 

FGD 4 (None) 

Control Group 

For the control group, only two Issues were addressed by the women (who were not 
members of organised groups) acqumng c tlzenshlp where they approached the VDC for 
five times, and water problem where they approached once to the ward member Slnce 
the women were not orgmsed to address collect~ve actions for their commumty, neither 
for individual benefits' sake, there was no sigmficant social actlons ~nitiated by them 

Collect~ve Act~on for Soc~al Change 

Jhapa Drstrlct 

Issues imtrated 
Collect~ve Action for Soc~al 
Change 

Surkhet D~str~ct  

1 Citlzenshrp problem 

Issues imtiated 1 Steps/Actions taken I No of times 
ColIect~ve Act~on for Soc~al 

Steps/Act~ons taken No oftimes 

No of issues imtiated =1 No of actions = 1 No of tlmes =5 

-Approached to the VDC 
chairman 

Ka~la l~  D~strlct 
( No collective actlon In the control group) 

5 

1 Water problem 

No of issues initiated =1 No of actions = 1 No of trmes =1 

-Approached to the ward 
member 1 



\ 

FGD Participants' Background 

When the women members were asked what they will do rf the~r inrtiatives of collective 
act~ons were not successful, almost all of them answered that they wrll keep on trylng to 
make the actlons successful They are also determrned that whatever be the srtuatron they 
will never disband the group It IS very encouraging that women have realised thelr group 
strength They also told that they believe in group dynamics, so women are optirmstic and 
determ~ned Women also hoped that if it is necessary they will take help fiom others 
They also told that they are gettlng Iots of help and benefit from being member of then 
group A srsterhood relation is shown as a posltrve effort of t h s  program Some women's 
group of Kailali distnct, who are also economlc groups, have taken one step further by 
imtlatmg to establish themselves lnto a co-operatrve Some of the women group members 
have also run and got elected dunng the last local election, and it is expected that now 
they can have a stronger representation in the local government The overall FGD grves 
the impression and ev~dence that women part~cipants of SO3 mtervent~on want change m 
status quo These findings are supported by the socral actrons they have taken 

Districts 
VDCs (Expt ) 

(Control) 
Average no of participants 
Manta1 status 
Age range 
E t h c  compos~tion 

Jhapa 
Satashi Dharn-9 

Dangibm-1 
Dangiban-8 
Garama-3 

Panchgacfi-3 
5 4 

All marned 
24-56 years 

Mxxed(l3rahrmn 
/Chhetn,Rad 
L~mbu, Bhujel, 
Newar,Sanyasr, 
Tribal, Dallt) 

Karlali 
Tikapur-6 
Baliya-9 
Tlkapur-6 
Tikapur-9 

Masunya-8 
4 8 

All mamed 
20-55 years 

M~xed (Dalit, 
Thm,  
Brahmin, 
Chhetn) 

Surkhet 
Birendranagar- 12 

Uttarganga- 1 
Birendranagar-8 

Birendranagar- 1 l 
Lekhgoan-3 

4 0 
All mamed 
19-50 years 

Mixed ( Dalrt, 
Brahrnln, 
Chhetn, Gurung) 



3 6 SO3 Indicator 2: Women in Target Areas Who Increased Their 
Influence Over Household Dec~sion-Mahng 

Thrs study is basically focused on the subject of participation and influence in decrsion 
malung In their households by the SO3 program women partrcipants, including 
spending thelr own income, spendrng the common household Income and the education 
of the children, especially the girl chrld Therefore, a more or less objective quantrficatron 
of the magmtude of particrpatron and rnfluence in decision is imperative For ths ,  four 
levels of partrcipation and Influence rn decisron malung were defined as follows 

No participation in decision malung, 
Particrpated in declsion malung process without any mfluence m the decisron, 

a Participated m decis~on malung and decision made jomntly, and 
Full influence in decrsion 

The above four decislon categones are so defined as to show the lncreaslng level of 
participatron and Influence m decision rnalung Therefore, an rncreasrng numenc value 
allocatron to these w l l  provide a meanmgful index of the magmtude of participation in 
decrs~on malung T h s  is done by assigmng a numenc value of zero (0) for the first 
category and addihonal umt value of one (1) for the successive categones such that the 
final category of full Influence receives a score of three (3) 

For the purpose of targeting, it is necessary to compute the percentage of women who 
underwent changes m the influence over decision malung on spending Income ansing out 
of vanous somces and vanous levels of spendmg Such a change in rnfluence before and 
after SO3 rnterventron may theoreticalIy be positive (increase), constant (no change) or 
negative (decrease) The positrve or negative changes likewrse may be one level to three 
levels For example, a woman who had no Influence in spending decislon under a 
category (zero dec~sion score) before SO3 rntervention may find herself h l ly  controllrng 
the decrsion (three decislon score) after SO3 rntervention whrch means a three-fold jump 
In declsron influence S~mrlarly, rt IS possrble to decrease the decision influence by three- 
fold Thls was captured by cross-tabulatiing vanous levels of decision influence before 
and after SO3 Intervention These are presented below for vanous categones and levels of 
spending 

3 6 1 Influence on Spending Personal Income 
Women in Nepal are llkely to have their own pnvate source of income either in the form 
of direct cash earnmg or through holding productive assets Since women do not 
generally rnhent the parental property, they are often compensated by glving some 
valuable ornaments and productive assets such as chrcken, sheep/goat, etc at their own 
hsposal Such productive assets given by the parents d u n g  or after the marnage has 
been referred to m t h s  study as zncomeproduczng assets The cash and ornament part of 
the endowment thus obtained is likewise referred to as personal asset There are vanous 



other activities in whch the female members of the households can participate to earn 
their own income 

Although there IS natural entitlement to the personal eanungs of the women, the decision 
to spend such income somehow does not always filly rests with them This section 
therefore assesses the level of women's Influence in the decislon to spend thelr own 
personal lncome 

Spending Income from Personal Asset 

Of the 450 women fiom the selected sample households interviewed ffom each control 
and expenmental category, 45 women fiom the control group and 76 women fiom the 
expenmental group reported to have possessed personal assets with spending decisions 
Among the expenmental group, 64 women reported to have made some levels of decision 
both before and after SO3 intervention These cases were cross-tabulated and presented in 
Table 14 

Table 14 Change In Declslon on Spend~ng Personal Asset 
Before and After SO3 lnterventlon 

After 0 I 2 3 Total 
Before 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
1 0 3 8 1 12 
2 0 0 9 24 33 
3 0 0 2 17 19 

Total 0 3 19 42 64 

The above table shows 3 1 percent women decreased their Influence in decision by one 
level, 45 3 percent women had no change in decision status, 50 percent Increased the 
decision Influence by one level, 1 6 percent increased decision Influence by two levels 
Altogether 51 6 percent women Increased their decislon Influence whrle 3 1 percent 
decreased such influence thus showing a net increment m decision Influence by 48 4 
percent women 

% change In decls~on (NO Percent 
Decrease by 3 
Decrease by 2 
Decrease by 1 
Constant 
Increase by 1 
Increase by 2 
Increase by 3 
Total Increase 
Total Decrease 
Net Increase 

0 0 
0 0 
2 3 1 

29 45 3 
32 50 0 

1 1 6  
0 0 0 
33 51 6 
2 3 1 

3 1 48 4 



Spend~ng from lncome Produc~ng Asset 

The principal lncome produc~ng assets held by the surveyed women were chchen, pigs, 

sheeplgoat and cattle where a sizeable number of female respondents participated in the 
lncome spendlng declslon 

Spendlng Income from Chlchen Of the 450 women from the selected sample 
households lntervlewed fi-om each control and expenmental category, only 13 women 
fi-om the control group and 163 women from the expenmental group reported to have 
possessed chlclren with spending decisions Among the expenmental group, 44 women 
reported to have made some levels of decision both before and after SO3 lnterventlon 
These cases were cross-tabulated and presented m Table 15 

Table 15 Change in Dec~ston on Spend~ng Personal lncome Produc~ng 
Asset (Ch~cken) Before and After SO3 lntervent~on 

After 0 1 2 3 Total 
Before 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
I 0 1 2 3 6 
2 0 0 3 18 21 
3 0 0 0 17 17 

Total 0 I 5 38 44 

The above table shows 47 7 percent women had no change m declsion status, 45 5 
percent Increased the dec~sion Influence by one level, and 6 8 percent increased declsion 
Influence by two levels Altogether 52 3 percent women increased their declslon 
influence 

% change In dects~on 

Decrease by 3 
Decrease by 2 
Decrease by I 
Constant 
Increase by 1 
Increase by 2 

Increase by 3 

Total Increase 
Total Decrease 

Net increase 

Spending Income from P ~ g s  Plgs are mostly reared by the occupational caste groups 
and these animals are cons~dered untouchable by BrahnldChhetnes Of the 450 women 
from the selected sample households interviewed from each control and expenmental 
category, only four women fiom the control group and 99 women fi-om the expenmental 

No Percent 

0 0 
0 0 

0 0 
21 47 7 
20 45 5 

3 6 8 

0 0 0 
23 52 3 

0 0 

23 52 3 



group reported to have possessed pigs wlth spending dec~s~ons to make from these 
Among the expenmental group, 21 women reported to have made some level of declsion 
both before and after SO3 intervention These cases were cross-tabulated and presented in 
Table 16 

Table 16 Change In Decls~on on Spend~ng Personal Income Produc~ng 
Asset (P~gs) Before and After SO3 Intervention 

A f?er 0 I 2 3 Total 
Before 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
1 0 0 4 3 7 
2 0 0 8 5 13 
3 0 0 0 1 1 

Total 0 0 12 9 21 

Table 16 shows 42 9 percent women had no change rn decision status, 42 9 percent 
Increased the decis~on influence by one level, and 14 3 percent mcreased decision 
Influence by two levels Altogether 57 1 percent women rncreased their decision 
influence 

% change In dec~s~on 
Decrease by 3 
Decrease by 2 
Decrease by 1 
Constant 
Increase by 1 
Increase by 2 
Increase by 3 
Total Increase 
Total Decrease 
Net Increase 

Income from SheepIGoat Sheepigoats are the most common form of income producing 
asset held by the women of Nepal Of the 450 women from the selected sample 
households interviewed from each control and expenmental category, 48 women fiom the 
control group and 214 women from the expenmental group reported to have possessed 
such asset w ~ t h  spendlng decisions Among the expenmental group, 57 women reported 
to have made some level of dec~s~on both before and after SO3 intervention These cases 
were cross-tabulated and presented in Table 17 

No Percent 
0 0 
0 0 

0 0 
9 42 9 
9 42 9 
3 14 3 

0 0 0 

12 57 1 
0 0 

12 57 1 



Table 17 Change In Dec~s~on on Spendlng Personal Income Producing 
Asset (SheeplGoat) Before and After SO3 Intervention 

After 0 1 2 3 Total 
Before 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
I 0 0 8 5 13 
2 0 0 22 13 35 
3 0 0 3 6 9 

Total 0 0 33 24 57 
b 

TabIel7 shows 5 3 percent women decreased then influence m decision by one level, 
49 1 percent women had no change ~n decision status, 36 8 percent mcreased the declslon 
influence by one level, and 8 8 percent increased declslon influence by two levels 
Altogether 45 6 percent women increased thelr dec~sion influence whle  5 3 percent 
decreased such Influence thus show~ng a net Increment in decrsron Influence by 40 4 
percent women 

% change In dec~sron [NO Percen 1 

Income from Cattle Cattle are expenslve assets In Nepal and hence they are less 
frequently owned exclus~vely by the women Of the 450 women from the selected sample 
households intervlewed fi-om each control and expenmental category, 35 women from the 
control group and 37 women fiom the expenmental group reported to have possessed t h s  
form of asset wrth spendlng decisrons Among the expemental group, 17 women 
reported to have made some levels of declslon both before and after SO3 lnterventlon 
These cases were cross-tabulated and presented m Table 18 

Decrease by 3 
Decrease by 2 

Decrease by 1 

Constant 
Increase by 1 
Increase by 2 
Increase by 3 
Total Increase 
Total Decrease 
Net Increase 

0 0 
0 0 
3 5 3 

28 49 1 
2 1 36 8 

5 8 8 
0 0 0 

26 45 6 

3 5 3 
23 40 4 



Table 18 Change rn Decrs~on on Spend~ng Personal lncome Producrng 
Asset (Cattle) Before and After SO3 lnterventlon 

t 

After 0 I 2 3 Total 
Before 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
I 0 2 4 1 7 
2 0 0 7 3 10 
3 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 0 2 11 4 17 

Table 18 shows 52 9 percent women had no change m decrsron status, 41 2 percent 
increased the decision influeace by one level, and 5 9 percent Increased dec~s~on 
influence by two levels Altogether 47 1 percent women mcreased thelr decision 
influence 

% change in dec~s~on 
Decrease by 3 

Decrease by 2 
Decrease by 1 
Constant 
Increase by 1 
Increase by 2 
Increase by 3 
Total Increase 
Total Decrease 
Net Increase 

3 7 2 Spending Personal Income by S~ze of ExpenseThe preceedrng sect~on 
analyzed women's influence m spending their own mcome obtained from vanous 
sources wlthout, however, refemng to the size as well as the nature of spending Theu 
pat~cipation in spendlng decisrons could depend on such h n g s  as how much is be~ng 
spent and where ~t IS being spent Th_ls section therefore analyses women's rnvolvement 
In spendrng declsrons by the amount of money spent and the activlty group for whch the 
expend~ture is Incurred For t h s  purpose, the amount of expenditure IS d~v~ded  rnto three 
mutually exclusive categones - less than Rs 100, Rs 100-500, and more than Rs 500 
S~mrlarly, the expenditure activity is grouped Into that for personaVfamily cause and that 
for business Whrle obtaimng t h s  information, the sample of items under Rs 100 for 
personal/fmly purposes crted to women respondents rncluded the following 
tlka/pote/chura, children's slrppers/plastic sandals, copres/penc~ls, medlcmes, basrc food 
items (salt, sugar, 011 etc) Sample rf Items under Rs 100 for business purposes were 
dhoko, any other farm implement/tool under Rs 100 (or thngs needed for income 
generatzon such as teafsugar/rnilk for tea shops, seeds, etc ) Sample of terns Rs 101-500 
for personallfamlly purposes c~ted were cholo/dhot~, children's dresses/shoes, for buslness 

No Percent 
0 0 

0 0 

0 0 
9 52 9 

7 41 2 
1 5 9 
0 0 0 
8 47 1 

0 0 
8 47 1 



purposes, chicks/ch~cken, seeds etc Sample of items above Rs 500 for personal/fam~ly 
purposes were radlo, ample jewelry, san, for business purposes, calf, piglet, seeds, other 
farm ~mplements, simple machinery etc 

Spending for Personaflfamily Purpose 

A maxlmurn of 101 out of 450 women £tom control group, and 378 out of 450 women 
responded to this lnqurry revealing thelr involvement in thls decrs~on 

Spend~ng Less than Rs 100 Among the expenmental group, 164 women reported to 
have made some level of dec~sion in this spendlng category both before and after SO3 
lntervention These cases were cross-tabulated and presented in Table 19 

Table 19 Change In Decisron on Spending PersonallFarn~ly Income 
(Less than Rs 100) Before and After SO3 Intervention 

After 0 1 2 3 Total 
Before 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
1 0 0 0 12 12 
2 0 0 2 55 57 
3 0 0 0 95 95 

Total 0 0 2 162 164 

Table 19 shows 59 1 percent women had no change m decision status, 33 5 percent 
increased the dec~sron Influence by one level, and 7 3 percent increased decislon 
mfluence by two levels Altogether 40 9 percent women Increased the~r dec~s~on 
influence 

% change in decrsion 
Decrease by 3 
Decrease by 2 

Decrease by 1 
Constant 
Increase by 1 
Increase by 2 
Increase by 3 
Total Increase 
Total Decrease 
Net Increase 

Spend~ng Rs 101-500 Among the expenmental group, 164 women reported to have 
made some level of decision in this spendlng category both before and after SO3 
intervention These cases were cross-tabulated and presented in Table 20 

No Percent 
0 0 
0 0 

0 0 

97 59 1 
55 33 5 
12 7 3 
0 0 0 
67 40 9 
0 0 

67 40 9 



Table 20 Change in Decision on Spending PersonallFamily income 
(Rs 101-500) Before and After SO3 lntervent~on 

After 0 I 2 3 Total 
Before 

0 0 0 1 1 2 
I 0 1 18 19 38 
2 0 0 22 72 94 
3 0 0 0 30 30 

Total 0 1 41 122 1 64 

Table 20 shows 32 3 percent women had no change in decrsion status, 54 9 percent 
increased the dec~s~on Influence by one level, 12 2 percent Increased decision mfluence 
by two levels, and another 0 6 percent increased decrsion Influence by three levels 
Altogether 67 7 percent women mcreased therr decrsron influence in t h ~ s  spend~ng 
category 

% change in decision 

Decrease by 3 
Decrease by 2 
Decrease by 1 
Constant 
Increase by 1 
Increase by 2 
Increase by 3 
Total Increase 
Total Decrease 
Net Increase 

Spend~ng More than Rs 500 Among the expenmental group, 164 women reported to 
have made some level of decrs~on rn tfus spendmg category both before and after SO3 
lntewentlon These cases were cross-tabulated a ~ d  presented m Table 21 

No Percent 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
53 32 3 
90 54 9 
20 12 2 

1 0 6 
111 67 7 

0 0 
111 67 7 



Tablee 21 Change In Declslon on Spendrng Personal lncome 
(More than Rs 500) on PersonaIlFam~ly Cause Before and After SO3 
Intervention 

A fier 0 I 2 3 Total 
Before 

0 0 1 5 2 8 
1 0 13 57 6 76 
2 0 1 42 35 78 
3 0 0 0 2 2 

Totai 0 15 1 04 45 I 64 

Table 21 shows 0 6 percent women decreased their influence in decision by one level, 
34 8 percent women had no change in dec~slon status, 56 7 percent Increased the decision 
influence by one level, 6 7 percent increased declslon influence by two levels, and 
another 1 2 percent increased decrsion Influence by three levels Altozether 64 6 percent 
women Increased their decision influence while 0 6 percent decreased such Influence thus 
showing a net increment m declslon Influence by 64 0 percent women in t h s  spendlng 
category 

% change in decis~on 
Decrease by 3 

Decrease by 2 
Decrease by 1 
Constant 
Increase by 1 
Increase by 2 
Increase by 3 
Total Increase 
Total Decrease 
Net Increase 

Spending for Business purpose 

No Percent 
0 0 

0 0 0 

1 0 6 

57 34 8 
93 56 7 
11 6 7 
2 1 2  

106 64 6 
1 0 6 

105 64 0 

A maximum of 101 out of 450 women from control group, and 378 out of 450 women 
responded to tlus inqulry revealing their rnvolvement in spendlng personal lncome for 
busmess purpose 

Spendrng Less than Rs 100 Among the expenmental group, 159 women reported to 
have made some level of decision in this spendlng category both before and after SO3 
intervention These cases were cross-tabulated and presented m Table 22 



Table 22 Change In Dec~sion on Spendlng Personal Income 
(Less than Rs 100) on Busmess Cause Before and After SO3 lntervent~on 

After 0 1 2 3 Total 
Before 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
1 0 0 1 14 15 
2 0 0 4 58 62 
3 0 0 0 82 82 

Total 0 0 5 154 159 

Table 22 shows 54 1 percent women had no change In decislon status, 37 1 percent 
increased the decis~on influence by one level, and 8 8 percent increased decision 
influence by two levels Altogether 45 9 percent women increased thel. decision 
influence in this spendlng category 

d 

% change In decrs~on 

Decrease by 3 

Decrease by 2 
Decrease by 1 
Constant 
Increase by 1 
Increase by 2 
Increase by 3 
Total Increase 
Total Decrease 
Net Increase 

Spend~ng Rs 101-500 Among the expenmentaI group, 159 women reported to have 
made some level of decision m t h s  spending category both before and after SO3 
intervention These cases were cross-tabulated and presented in Table 23 

No Percent 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 
86 54 1 

59 37 1 
14 8 8 
0 0 0 

73 45 9 
0 0 
73 45 9 



Table 23 Change In D e c ~ s ~ o n  on  Spendrng Personal Income 
(Rs 101-500) on Busmess  Cause Before and After SO3 lntervent~on 

After 0 1 2 3 Total 
Before 

0 0 1 1 1 3 
1 0 4 35 16 55 
2 0 0 33 47 80 
3 0 0 0 21 2 1 

Total 0 5 69 85 159 - 

Table 23 shows 36 5 percent women had no change in decision status, 52 2 percent 
~ncreased the decislon rnfluence by one level, 10 7 percent Increased decision influence 
by two levels, and another 0 6 percent increased decision influence by three levels 
Altogether 63 5 percent women increased their declsion influence in t h s  spending 
category 

. 
% change In dec~s~on 
Decrease by 3 
Decrease by 2 
Decrease by 1 
Constant 
Increase by 1 
Increase by 2 
Increase by 3 
Total Increase 
Total Decrease 
Net  Increase 

Spending More than Rs 500 Among the expenmental group, 159 women reported to 
have made some level of decision in t h ~ s  spendrng category both before and after SO3 
intervention These cases were cross-tabulated and presented m Table 24 

No Percent 
0 0 

0 0 

0 0 
58 36 5 
83 52 2 
17 10 7 

1 0 6 

101 63 5 
0 0 

101 63 5 



Table 24 Change in Decrslon on Spendrng Personal Income 
(More than R s  500) on Business Cause Before and After SO3 
Intervention 

- - 

Affer 0 I 2 3 Total 
Before 

0 0 3 8 2 13 
1 0 16 7 1 3 90 
2 0 I 29 24 54 
3 0 0 1 1 2 

Total 0 20 109 30 159 

Table 24 shows 1 3 percent women decreased their influence m decision by one level, 
28 9 percent women had no change m declsion status, 61 6 percent Increased the decls~on 
influence by one level, 6 9 percent Increased declsion Influence by two levels, and 
another 1 3 percent Increased declsion Influence by three levels Altogether 69 8 percent 
women increased the~r declslon lnfluence whle 1 3 percent decreased such Influence thus 
showlng a net Increment in declsion Influence by 68 6 percent women m t h ~ ~  spendlng 
category 

% change in dec~s~on 

Decrease by 3 
Decrease by 2 
Decrease by I 
Constant 

Increase by 1 
Increase by 2 

Increase by 3 

Total Increase 
Total Decrease 
Net Increase 

3 6 2 Influence on Spend~ng Household Income 

No Percent 

0 0 
0 0 

2 1 3  
46 28 9 
98 61 6 
11 6 9 
2 1 3  

11 1 69 8 
2 1 3  

109 68 6 

Untll now we have been tallung about the spendlng decisions on the income earned or 
possessed by the women themselves Following the SO3 sub-mdlcdtor, vlz ~nfluence m 
decision-m&ng on household mcome, t h s  sect~on presents the findlngs on how much 
control the women had m decrdlng to spend the common household purse 



Spending for PersonalIFarn~iy Cause 

A maximum of 395 out of 450 expenmental group households answered on this querry 

Spending Less than Rs 100 Among the expenmental group, 395 women reported to 
have made some level of decision in this spendlng category both before and after SO3 
~ntervention These cases were cross-tabulated and presented in Table 25 

Table 25 Change In Dec~slon on Spendlng Household Income 
(Less than Rs 100) on PersonallFamlly Cause Before and After SO3 
Intervention 

Aff er 0 1 2 3 Total 
Before 

0 1 8 15 10 34 
1 1 3 54 33 9 1 
2 0 0 36 151 187 
3 0 0 0 83 83 

Total 2 11 105 277 395 

Table 25 shows 0 3 percent women had decreased their decision mfluence by one level, 
3 1 1 percent women had no change in declsion status, 53 9 percent increased the decls~on 
influence by one level, 12 2 percent increased decision influence by two levels, and 
another 2 5 percent increased dec~sion influence by three levels Altogether 68 6 percent 
women Increased their dec~sion Influence whlle 0 3 percent decreased such Influence thus 
show~ng a net increment In decision Influence by 68 4 percent women m this spending 
category 

% change In declslon 
Decrease by 3 
Decrease by 2 

Decrease by 1 
Constant 

Increase by I 
Increase by 2 

Increase by 3 
Total Increase 
Total Decrease 
Net Increase 

Spending Rs 101-500 Among the expenmental group, 395 women reported to have 
made some level of decision in t h s  spending category both before and after SO3 
lnterventlon These cases were cross-tabulated and presented in Table 26 

No Percent 
0 0 

0 0 
1 0 3 

123 31 1 
21 3 53 9 

48 12 2 
10 2 5 

271 68 6 

I 0 3 
270 68 4 



Table 26 Change in Declslon on Spend~ng Household Income 
(Rs 101-500) on PersonallFam~ly Cause Before and After SO3 
lnterventlon 

After 0 1 2 3 ~ o t a l '  
Before 

0 2 25 37 5 69 
1 0 34 142 22 198 
2 0 2 73 44 119 
3 0 0 0 9 9 

Total 2 61 252 80 395 

Table 26 shows 9 5 percent women decreased their decls~on Influence bq one level, 29 9 
percent women had no change m declsion status, 53 4 percent increased the dec~s~on 
Influence by one level, 14 9 percent ~ncreased dec~sion Influence by two levels, and 
another 1 3 percent Increased declslon Lnfluence by three levels Altogether 69 6 percent 
women Increased their dec~s~on Influence whle 0 5 percent decreased such lnfluence thus 
showing a net Increment In decis~on Influence by 69 1 percent women In t h s  spend~ng 
category 

% change In declsron 

Decrease by 3 

Decrease by 2 
Decrease by I 
Constant 
Increase by 1 

Increase by 2 

Increase by 3 
Total Increase 
Total Decrease 
Net Increase 

Spend~ng More than Rs 500 Among the expenmental group, 395 women reported to 
have made some level of dec~sion in t h s  spending category both before and after SO3 
~ntervention These cases were cross-tabulated and presented in Table 27 

No Percent 

0 0 

0 0 
2 0 5 

'I18 29 9 

21 1 53 4 
59 14 9 

5 1 3  
275 69 6 

2 0 5 

273 69 1 



Table 27 Change rn Decis~on on Spending Household Income 
(More than Rs 500) on PersonallFamily Cause Before and After SO3 
Intervent~on 

After 0 1 2 3 Total 
Before 

0 11 68 38 1 118 
1 0 83 112 3 198 
2 0 0 66 13 79 
3 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 11 151 21 6 17 395 

Table 27 shows 40 5 percent women had no change In dec~s~on status, 48 5 percent 
increased the declsion ~nfluence by one level, 10 4 percent increased decis~on influence 
by two levels, and another 0 3 percent mcreased decis~on Influence by three levels 
Altogether 59 5 percent women increased their decision influence m t h ~ s  spendlng 
category 

% change In decrs~on 
Decrease by 3 

Decrease by 2 
Decrease by 1 
Constant 
Increase by 1 
Increase by 2 
Increase by 3 
Total Increase 
Total Decrease 
Net Increase 

Spendlng for Business purpose 

No Percent 
0 0 

0 0 
0 0 

160 40 5 ,  

193 48 9 
41 10 4 

1 0 3 
235 59 5 

0 0 
235 59 5 

A maxlmum of 101 out of 450 women from control group, and 395 out of 450 women 
responded to thls inqulry reveahng their involvement in spending personal income for 
buslness purpose 

Spending Less than Rs 100 Among the expenmental group, 393 women reported to 
have made some level of decision in this spendrng category both before and after SO3 
intervention These cases were cross-tabulated and presented in Table 28 



Table 28 Change in Dec~s~on on Spend~ng Household Income 
(Less than Rs 100) on Bus~ness Cause Before and After SO3 lntervent~on 

A ffer 0 1 2 3 Total 
Before 

0 2 12 16 I 1  41 
I 0 8 59 34 101 
2 0 0 42 143 185 
3 0 0 I 65 66 

Total 2 20 118 253 393 
r 

Table 28 shows 0 3 percent women decreased their declsion Influence by one level, 29 8 
percent women had no change m decis~on status, 54 5 percent increased the dec~sion 
rnfluence by one level, 12 7 percent Increased dec~s~on influence by two levels, and 
another 2 8 percent increased decisron influence by three levels Altogether 70 0 percent 
women increased therr decislon ~nfluence whle 0 3 percent decreased such influence thus 
showlng a net increment in decls~on mfluence by 69 7 percent women m thls spendrng 
category 

% change m decrsron 
Decrease by 3 

Decrease by 2 

Decrease by I 
Constant 

Increase by 1 
Increase by 2 
Increase by 3 
Total Increase 
Total Decrease 
Net Increase . 

Spend~ng Rs 101-500 Among the expenmental group, 393 women reported to have 
made some level of decision m th~s  spendmg category both before and after SO3 
~nterventlon These cases were cross-tabulated and presented m Table 29 

No Percent 
0 0 

0 0 

1 0 3 
117 29 8 

224 54 5 
50 12 7 
I 1  2 8 

275 70 0 
1 0 3 

274 69 7 



Table 29 Change In Decls~on on Spending Household Income 
(Rs 101-500) on Bus~ness Cause Before and After SO3 Intervention 

After 0 1 2 3 ~ o t a t  
Before 

0 4 48 40 I 93 
1 0 64 122 15 201 
2 0 2 63 3 1 96 
3 0 0 0 3 3 

Total 4 114 225 50 393 

Table 29 shows 0 5 percent women had decreased thezr decision influence by one level, 
34 1 percent women had no change m decision status, 51 1 percent Increased the decision 
Influence by one level, 14 0 percent Increased deciszon influence by two levels, and 
another 0 3 percent lncreased dec~s~on lnfluence by three levels Altogether 65 4 percent 
women Increased their decision influence whle 0 5 percent decreased such Influence thus 
showrng a net increment zn decision influence by 64 9 percent women in t h s  spending 
category 

% change In dec~s~on 
Decrease by 3 
Decrease by 2 
Decrease by I 
Constant 
Increase by 1 
Increase by 2 
Increase by 3 
Total Increase 
Total Decrease 
Net Increase 

Spendlng More than Rs 500 Among the expenmental group, 392 women reported to 
have made some level of dec~slon m t h ~ s  spendmg category both before and after SO3 
intervention These cases were cross-tabulated and presented m Table 30 

No Percent 
0 0 
0 0 

2 0 5 

134 34 1 
201 51 1 
55 14 0 

1 0 3 
257 65 4 

2 0 5 
255 64 9 



Table 30 Change in Decls~on on Spendlng Household Income 
(More than Rs 500) on Bus~ness Cause Before and After SO3 
lntervent~on 

Affer 0 I 2 3 Total 
Before 

0 19 87 42 0 148 
1 1 92 83 2 178 
2 0 0 56 10 66 
3 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 20 179 181 12 392 

Table 30 shows 0 3 percent women decreased thelr ~nfluence m decls~on by one level, 
42 6 percent women had no change In decision status, 45 9 percent Increased the decrs~on 
Influence by one level, and 11 2 percent Increased declsion Influence by two levels 
Altogether 57 1 percent women mcreased thelr decrsron Influence whle 0 3 percent 
decreased such mfluence thus showing a net mcrement in decrs~on rnfluence by 56 9 
percent women m t h s  spendmg category 

% change ~n decis~on 
Decrease by 3 
Decrease by 2 
Decrease by 1 
Constant 
Increase by 1 

Increase by 2 
Increase by 3 
Total Increase 
Total Decrease 
Net Increase 

Dec~s~on Score and Analysis of Results 

No Percent 
0 0 
0 0 
1 0 3 

167 42 6 

180 45 9 

44 I? 2 
0 0 

224 57 1 

I 0 3 
223 56 9 

The percentage change analysrs of the dec~sion Influence made above may be useful for 
targeting purpose but it does not capture the jumps in decls~on performance For th~s,  the 
decrsron scores have been computed for each category and level of spending These 
declsron scores are presented In Annex 1 These declsion scores are constructed by a 
linear aggregzt~on and averagrng of the ~ndrvidual dec~sion values rangrng from 0 to 3 



3 6 aWomen9s Influence onSend~ng their Daughters to SchooI 

Young chrldren seldom make their education related decxslons by themselves Thxs 
decrsion is made w r b n  the famrly, particularly by the parents As the parents become 
aware of the role of educatxon, they are expected to persuade the chldren to joxn and 
regularly attend the school In Nepal, the rate of enrolment of the girl chld IS lower for 
several reasons In thrs sectxon, an attempt IS made to analyse the rnfluence of the women 
m the SO3 area on the educat~on of thexr chldren, partxcularly the glrl chld 

The survey data showed that a total of 1,307 school-gomg chldren aged 6-14 years fell 
under the purvlew of the mother's declsron about therr educatron m the expenmental 
group of 450 households whle only 1,098 ch~ldren represented schooling decrslons of the 
mother rn the equal number of control households 

The followrng tables present both the number and percent of women m both 
expenmental and control groups, that have made decrsrons on the schoolrng of their 
chldren For the expenmental group, those who made decisions at levels 1 to 3 for 
the female chldren to regularly attend school total to 80 2 percent (less 1 8% that has 
0 declslon from the total of 82%) Compared to that of the control group of 68 percent 
for grrI chld, whle the drffere~lce with expenmental may not be much, but tfus is 
evrdent of the wversal cornmltment of parents, mothers especrally to educate their 
chldren, Including the grrl chlld Between sons and daughters, data also show no 
srgn~ficant difference rn the number of women who favored sendmg them to school, in 
both expenmental and control groups 

Between the expenmental and control groups however, there is a pronounced difference 
m the percent of women who made decrsrons for the p l d  chrld never to attend school 
(18 3% rn control and only 3 7% in expenmental) Therefore, rt can be sard that SO3 
women have lxgher level of consciousness m terms of sendmg thelr girl child to school 

There IS also a general trend of jornt decxs~on-makmg (score of 2) m the household for 
both male and female chldren , and across expenmental and control groups 



Decrsion by School Attendance Status of Children (Male chrldren of Experimental Group) (d*nber) 

Decision by School Attendance Status of Chrldren (Female chrldren of Expenmental Group) 

Attendance Status 

Regularly attendrng 
Reenrolled every trme 
Pulled out once and reenrolled 
Pulled out and never reenrolled 
Never attended school 

Total 
b 

Decrsion by School Attendance Status of Ch~ldren (Male chlldren of Control Group) 

Decrsron 0 Decision 1 Dec~sron 2 Decrsron 3 

12 92 396 131 
1 21 47 13 
0 4 15 5 
2 0 1 0 
1 2 16 4 

16 119 475 153 

Attendance Status Dec~sion 0 Dec~sron 1 Decrs~on 2 Decrsion 3 Total 

Total 

631 
8 2 
24 

3 
23 

763 

Regularly attendrng 
Reenrolled every trrne 
Pulled out once and reenrolled 
Pulled out and never reenrolled 
Never attended school 

Total , 

w 

Attendance Status 

Regularly attending 
Reenrolled every t ~ m e  
Pulled out once and reenrolled 
Pulled out and never reenrolled 
Never attended school 

Total 

10 76 272 88 
3 13 31 6 
1 1 12 6 
0 1 3 1 
3 3 13 1 

17 94 331 102 

446 
5 3 
20 
5 

20 

544 

Decision 0 Dec~sion 1 Decisron 2 Decrsion 3 

;I 
28 11 8 296 37 

3 29 30 1 
3 1 9 4 
1 1 0 1 
5 8 23 3 

1 40 157 358 46 

Total 

479 
63 
17 
3 

3 9 

601 

B Decisron by School Attendance St ,us of Ch~ldren (Female chrldren of Control Group) 
I 

Attendance Status 

Regularly attend~ng 
Reenrolled every trme 
Pulled out once and reenrolled 
Pulled out and never reenrolled 
Never attended school 

Dec~sron 0 Decrsion 1 Decrsron 2 Dec~sion 3 
! 
1 

1 20 126 199 13 
I 

, 3 16 12 1 
1 
I 

3 0 10 1 
0 1 1 0 

I 

26 16 45 4 

Total 

358 
32 
14 
2 

9 1 

Total 1 52 159 267 19 497 

I 



Decls~on by School Attendance Status of Chlldren (Male ch~ldren of Experimental Group) [ o/,) 

Dec~slon by School Attendance Status of Chlldren (Female ch~ldren of Exper~mental Group) 

Attendance Status 

Regularly attending 
Reenrolled every tlme 
Pulled out once and reenrolled 
Pulled out and never reenrolled 
Never attended school 

Total 
> 

Decrs~on by School Attendance Status of Children (Male chlldren of Control Group) 

w 

Attendance Status Dec~sron 0 Dec~sion 1 Dec~s~on 2 Dec~s~on 3 Total 

Total 

82 7 
10 7 

3 1 
0 4 
3 0 

100 

Dec~sron 0 Dec~s~on 1 Dec~s~on 2 Dec~sion 3 

Regularly attending 
Reenrotled every tlme 
Pulled out once and reenrolled 
Pulled out and never re-enrolled 
Never attended school 

Total 

Decision by School Attendance Status of Child-en (Female chlldren of Control Group) 

1 6  
0 1 
0 0 
0 3 
0 1 

4 

Attendance Status Decision 0 Dec~sion 1 Decisron 2 Dec~s~on  3 

Attendance Status 

Regularly attend~ng 
Reenrolled every tlme 
Pulled out once and reenrolled 
Pulled out and never re-enrolled 
Never attended school 

Total 

2 1 15 6 62 3 20 'I 

12 1  
2 8 
0 5 
0 0 
0 3 

82 0 
9 7 
3 7 
0 9 
3 7 

100 

Total I 
I I I 0  5 32 0 53 7 3 8 
I 

1 8  
0 6 
0 2 
0 0 
0 6  - 

Dec~s~on  0 Decision 1 Decis~on 2 Dec~sion 3 

Regularly attending 
Re-enrolled every time 
,Pulled out once and rtenrolled 
Pulled o i ~ t  and never  enrolled 
Never attended school 

I 

51 9 
6  2 
2 0 
0 1 
2 1  

3 1 17 3 60 8 18 8 

14 0 
2 4 
0 2 
0 2 
0 6 

50 0 
5 7 
2 2 
0 6 
2 4 

4 7 
0 5 
0 5 
0 2 
0 8 

17 2 
1 7  
0 7 
0 0 
0 5 

16 2 
1 1  
1 1  
0 2 
0 2 

19 6 
4 8 
0 2 
0 2 
1 3  

72 0 
6 4 
2 8 
0 4 

18 3 

4 0 
0 6 
0 6 
0 0 
5 2 

6 7 26 1 59 6 7 7 

49 3 
5 0 
1 5  
0 0 
3 8 

100 

25 4 
3 2 
0 0 
0 2 
3 2 

6 2 
0 2 
0 7 
0 2 
0 5 

40 0 
2 4 
2 0 
0 2 
9 1 

79 7 
10 5 
2 8 
0 5 
6 5 

2 6 
0 2 
0 2 
0 0 
0 8  



CHAPTER IV 

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

For SO3 Indicator 1 collect~ve action for soclal change ~mtlated by women, data obtalned 
through Focus Group D~scusslon show that the women fi-om 12 groups have worked on 
82 comrnutllty Issues, taklng 128 actlons or steps to address these Issues, and for a total 
of 561 times over the penod of two years while partrcipating In the SO3 ~nterventrons 

Therefore, talung 561 total actiodtlrnes obtamed, d~vlded by 24 months (last two years of 
S03) yields 23 5 actlon t~mes SO3 can use t h s  base number of 23 5 actionltrmes 
multlpl~ed by XX number of advocacy groups to yleld XX target for SO3 uzdicator 1 

The women mtlated wde  rangulg types of comrnuIllty issues, such as demandmg prompt 
dlstnbutlon of ORT, protestmg a g m t  delayed release of loans, carnpagmng agmst 
alcohol produchon and consumpt~on, handrng over of government forest for cornmmty 
forest user groups) Some of these actions or steps took the women a substantla1 number of 
t~mes approachmg respective authorities for actlon, such as theu: request to the VDC office 
to hand over government forest for them to manage as members of the women cornmumty 
forest users groups 

For SO3 indicator 2 women who influence household dec~sion-makmg on spendlng own 
income, and household mcome, the results of the analysls made from the field data shows 
impressive achevement of SO3 in increasrng the influence of women m vanous dec~s~ons 
affect~ng the household The increase m decis~on score from the control case is posit~ve 
for every decrslon category, the value ranging from 0 07 to as hgh as 1 07 Thls shows 
that the expenmental group women could mfluence the household decision by nearly one 
step compared to the control group women The expenmental group women were 
margnally better than the control group at the tlme of j o m g  the SO3 and hence the 
overall increase m decision score ljrom before to after j o m g  SO3 is slightly less The 
summary of the results is presented in Table 36 



Table 36 Summary of Percent of Women Increasing Their Decision Influence in vanous 
Categones and Levels of Spending Before and After SO3 Intervention 

I 

More than Rs 500 1595  

Particulars 

Personal Asset 
Income Producing Asset 

Chcken 
Pigs 
S heep/goat 
Cattle 

1 

Own Income (PersonaWamlly 
Purpose) 

Less than Rs 100 
RS 100 - 500 
More than Rs 500 

Spendlng Own Income (Busmess) 
Less than Rs 100 
RS 100- 500 
More than Rs 500 

Spendlng Household Income 
PersonaVFam~ly) 

Less than Rs 100 

Women Increasing the 
Decision Influence 1 
(Percent) 
48 4 

52 3 
57 1 
40 4 
47 1 

40 9 
67 7 
64 0 

45 9 
63 5 
68 6 

68 4 

The influence m decis~on malung did not vary much by income class except in few cases 
It however, vaned considerably between vanous ethmc groups In particular, the 
occupational caste group were always ahead m increasing the decis~on score with the 
program The decision performance of Rajbansi/Satar/Tajpunya women remalned 

I cons~stently lower although they were also able to make improvements 

I Rs 100-500 1 69 1 I 

Spendlng Household Income 
(Business) 

Less than Rs 100 
Rs 100-500 
More than Rs 500 

For the sub-indicator ~nfluence on household decision-malung on sending daughters to 
school, data analysis revealed the following for the expenmental group, those who 
made decisions at levels 1 to 3 for the female chldren to regularly attend school total 

69 7 
64 9 
56 9 



to 80 2 percent (less 1 8% that has 0 decrsion from the total of 82%) Compared to 
that of the control group of 68 percent for girl child, while the difference with 
expenmental may not be much, but t h ~ s  1s ev~dent of the universal cornm~tment of 
parents, mothers especially to educate thelr chldren, rncludlng the g~ r l  child Between 
sons and daughters, data also show no s~gruficant difference In the number of women 
who favored sending them to school, In both expenmentaI and control groups Between 
the expenmental and control groups however, there is a pronounced difference in the 
percent of women who made decisions for the girld chld never to attend school (18 3% 
in control and only 3 7% in expenmental) Therefore, it can be said that SO3 women 
have hgher level of consciousness in terms of senhng their g~ r l  child to school There 1s 
also a general trend ofjomt decision-malung (score of 2) m the household for both male 
and female chrldren , and across expenmental and control groups 

4 1 Other Program Implications 

Although the area of program implementation and program contents have already been 
defined, there IS, nevertheless, the scope for micro-pImng and contingent p l m n g  to 
Increase the effectiveness of the program The result glves the increase in dec~slon score 
for a particular decislon variable for the current intensity of the program ~ntervention If 
t h s  score is to be fbrther increased, then the intensity of intervention has also to be 
mcreased The quantification of decisron together with the cost of the program will 
provrde a clue as to how much mvestrnent IS needed to Increase the decision performance 
to a part~cular level 

Targeting Program Partlc~pants The study shows that the rncome class of the women 
does not matter much in as much as improving the decisron d u e n c e  of the women is 
concerned This is an important plece of dormation implylng that the program need not 
go for income class targeting T h s  is not the case m the performance of the ethmc groups 
For the same level of intervention, the occupational caste group women were able to 
Increase their decrsion score more than other groups Thus, these women can be targeted 
for increasing the output of the program rn the form of increased Influence of the women 
on household decisrons In the same vein, targeting the Rajbansl/satar/Tajpunya women 
will reduce the program output I 
Program Operation ModaIlty This study indicates two major areas where the program 
operatron needs improvements The first is that the study has identified the causes of the 
failure of women in com~;leting the literacy classes (drop-out cases) The program need to 
understand the dynamics behmd these reasons for drop-out and Introduce reforms to 
ensure that the participants complete the course The other area is to explore the causes 
(probably socia-cultural) as to why the Rajbansi/Satar/Tajpmya women lag b e h d  m 
rnfluenclng the household decrs~ons Once the genesis of t h s  is understood, then 
appropnate act~on can be taken to improve their decislon performance 



ANNEX 1 

Analysrs of Decision Scores on Var~ous Categornes 
and Levels of Spending 

Dec~sion on Spending Personal Income 

Spending Personal Asset 

Of the 450 women from the selected sample households Interwewed from each control 
and expenmental category, 45 women from the control group and 76 women from the 
expenmental group reported to have possessed the personal asset wlth spendlng 
decisions Before jolmng the S03, 83 expenmental group of women had such income 
and a decls~on to make on its spend~ng All these women had some Ie~e l  of partlcipatlon 
in the declsion to spend such Income but the higher level of mfluence was exercised by 
the women m the expenmental group after particlpatlon In the program Almost 62 
percent of the women particlpatlng in the program had full control in spending the 
personal asset Before jolrung the program, such full control was exerc~sed by only 28 
percent of these women Th.~s mdlcates a marked improvement m influencing the 
personal income spendlng declslon of women after partlcipatlng in the program Thelr 
declslon score m t h s  head increased by 0 30 points compared to before the program 
situation and by 0 42 points compared to the control group women The comparative 
account of the mfluence In spending personal asset Income wth  and without the program 
(control and expemental group) and before and afier the program is shown in Table A 1 

Table A 1 Women's Particlpat~on and Influence m Declslon Makmg on Income 
From Then Own Personal Assets 

The cross tabulation of the influence in personal asset spending dec~s~on by income group 
revealed no particular pattern except the prevalance of jo~nt decision malung among the 
lower middle income groups (Table A 2) 

Particulars Control Exper~mental 

Yes Cases 
Not part~c~pated (%) 
Partic~pated without influence (%) 
Part~cipated with jornt influence (%) 
Parttc~pated wdh full influence (%) 

Average Declslon Score (All cases) 
Average Dec~sion Score (Yes cases) 

Before After 
76 
0 

3 9 
34 2 
61 8 

0 44 

2 58 -- 

45 
0 

22 2 
40 

37 8 

0 22 

2 16 

83 
0 

19 3 
53 

27 7 

0 42 

2 20 



Ethnlc groupwise also, the decision influence pattern was not revealing In favour or 
agalnst any particular ethnlc group (Table A 3) except a notabIe Increase in the decislon 
score of the occupational caste group women 

Table A 2 Women's Participation and Influence in Declsion Making on Income From 
Their Own Personal Personal Assets by Income Group 

Table A 3 Women's Participation and Influence m Declsion Making on Income From 
The~r Own Personal Personal Assets by Ethnlc Group 

- 
Income Group 

Less than Rs 10,000 
RS 10,000 - RS 20,000 
RS 20,000 - RS 30,000 
RS 30,000 - RS 40,000 
Rs 40,000 - Rs 50,000 
RS 50,000 - RS 60,000 
More than Rs 60,000 

4 2 2 Income Producing Asset 

Ethnrc Group 

BrahrnrnIChhetr~ 
Mongol 
Occupat~onal castes 
Tharu 
Rajbans~/Satar/Tajpur~ya 
Others 

- 

The pnnc~pal sources of Incomeproduczng assets are chcken, pigs, sheeplgoat and cattle 
where a sizeable number of female respondents participated in the Income spendlng 
decision 

Control 

Spendlng Income from Chicken W ~ t h  the SO3 mtervent~on, the decision malung 
appears to be fastly shftmg fiom simple partic~pat~on to jomt declslon malung and &I1 
influence Of the 450 women from the selected sample households ~ntervlewed fiom each 
control and expenmental category, only 13 women from the control group and 163 
women from the expenmental group reported to have possessed chcken as Income 
produczng assetsw~th spendrrg decls~ons Before joining the S03, 63 expenmental group 

Expermental 

No 
6 
8 

14 
3 
8 
5 
1 

Score 
183 
250 
186 
200 
225 
240 
300 

Control 

Before 

Expertmental 

No 
25 
3 
4 
3 
8 
2 

-- - 

No 
5 

19 
18 
11 
7 
8 

15 

After 

Score 
196 
200 
275 
267 
125 

1 5  
-- - 

Score 
1 40 
2 16 
2 00 
2 27 
2 71 
2 00 
2 13 

No 
4 

25 
14 
7 
6 
7 

13 

Before 

Score 
1 75 
264 
264 
230 
267 
271 
269 

After 

No 
41 
11 
17 
7 
2 
5 

- 

No 
36 
7 

18 
5 
5 
5 

-- 

Score 
2 10 
2 18 
1 76 
2 14 
2 50 
2 60 

-- - 

Score 
261 
271 
250 
240 
240 
280 

-- 



of women had such lncome and a decislon to make on its spending All these women had 
some level of participation in the declsion to spend such lncome with the expenmental 
group women fanng sipficant  well after particrpation in the program Almost 72 percent 
of the women parhclpatmg in the program had fill control in spending the income from 
chrcken Before joinmg the program, such full control was exercised by only 39 percent 
of these women T h s  mdcates a marked improvement m Influencing the personal 
mcome spendng decision of women after particlpatlng m the program Their decision 
score m t h s  head ~ncreased by 0 45 polnts compared to before the program situation and 

- 
by 1 07 pornts compared to the control group women The comparative account of the 
Influence in spending income from chcken wth  and wlthout the program and before and 
after the program IS shown m Table A 4 

Table A 4 Women's Partlcrpat~on and Influence in Decis~on Malung on Income 
From Thelr Own Personal Income Produc~ng Assets (from Chcken) 

The cross tabulatron of the lnfluence m spendmg decision by lncome group presented m 
Table A 5 revealed a shght lrnprovement m mfluence as the mcome/asset category of the 
household mcreased In general, however, the clear pattern of lfference m decision 

L + - . -  
mfluence by lncome is not evldent F;$t 

'+A .. * -  %. - 3 .. *. 
+-$sv .. 

7. - *at-\.... -. . . .  r 

Ethruc groupwlse, the decision mfluence of Tharu women was hghest after j o w g  the 
program although, In absolute terms, the Mongol women had maxunum control m 
spendmg Income from chcken (Table A 6) 

Part~cutars 

Yes Cases 
Not partic~pated (%) 
Parttc~pated w~thout ~nfluence (%) 
Part~c~pated w~th  joint ~nfluence (%) 
Part~c~pated with full ~nfluence (%) 

Average Dec~sron Score (All cases) 
Average Decis~on Score (Yes cases) 

Control 

13 

25 0 
75 0 

0 05 

1 62 

Expermental 
Before 

63 

15 9 
44 4 
39 7 

0 31 

2 24 

After 
163 

3 1 
24 5 
72 4 

0 97 

2 69 



Table A 5 Women's Partici~ation and Influence in Decision Maklng on Income From 
Their Own Personal Income Produclng Assets (from Chicken) by Income Group 

TabIe A 6 Women's Partic~patlon and Influence in Declsion Malung on Income From 
Their Own Personal Income Produclng Assets (from Chcken) by Ethnic Group 

Income Group 

Less than R s  10,000 
Rs 10,000 - Rs 20,000 
RS 20,000 - RS 30,000 
Rs 30 000 - Rs 40,000 
RS 40,000 - RS 50,000 
RS 50000-RS 60000 
More than R s  60,000 

Income from Plgs Of the 450 women fiom the selected sample households internewed 
fi-om each control and experunental category, only 4 women fiom the control group and 
99 women fiom the expenmental group reported to have possessed th_ls Income 
producing asset Before j o m g  the S03,30 expenmental group of women had such 
lncome and a decls~on to make on its spenhng All these women had some level of 
part~cipat~on m the dec~s~on to spend such lncome but the mfluence was decisively better 
among the women m the expenmental group after participation m the program Almost 
38 4 percent of the women particlpatlng m the program had h l l  control in spendlng the 
Incomefiom pzgs Before jolmng the program, such full control was exercised by only 3 
percent of these women Thelr decislon score m th~s  head Increased by 0 66 polnts 
compared to before the program situation and by 0 58 polnts compared to the control 
group women The comparative account of the influence m spending mcome fiom pzgs 
w~th  and w~thout the program and before and after the program 1s shown in Table A 7 

Ethnrc Group 

BrahmlnIChhetrr 
Mongol 
Occupatronal castes 
Tharu 
Rajbans~ISatar~ajpurrya 
Others 

Table A 7 Women's Participation and Influence m Decision Malung on Income 
From The~r Own Personal Income Producing Assets (from Pigs) 

Control 

) Partrculars Control Exper~mental 1 

Exper~mental 

No 

3 

Score 

1 67 
2 00 

Control 

Before 

Experimental 

No 
2 
2 
2 
2 
5 

No 
7 
16 
19 
4 
7 
3 
7 

After 

Score 
200 
1 50 
200 
200 
1 20 

Score 
2 14 
2 25 
2 26 
2 75 
86 

2 67 

2 13 

No 
13 
51 
38 
20 
15 
7 

19 

Before 

Score 
277 
2 69 
2 63 
2 65 
280 
286 

268 

No 
10 
9 

21 
15 
6 
2 

After 
Score 

2 30 
2 44 
2 19 
2 07 
2 17 
3 00 

No 
40 
20 
36 
43 
18 
6 

Score 
2 78 
2 90 
2 75 
2 70 
278 
233 



Accordrng to the income group, the plgs were reared by the lower thee  income class and 
they were able to rarse then declsron Influence s~gruficantly (Table A 8) 

One interesting observation is that, accordmg to the age-old Nepalese Tradition, the 
Brahrn~nIChhetn ethmc group do not rear pigs rn thelr homestead as these anunals are 
considered untouchables However, after the project intervent~on, some households from 
this ethnic group had possessed pigs as Income produczng assetswlth considerable control 
over expenses earned fiom the pigs Thls is a breakthrough in overcoming the 
superstrtrous religious bamer in development T h s  1s revealed fiom the e t h c  groupwrse 
cross tabulatron of the participation rn spendlng decrslons presented in Table A 9 

After 

99 
0 

5 1 
56 6 
38 4 

0 51 

2 33 

Table A 8 Women's Participation and Influence in Declsion Makmg on Income from 
Their Own Personal Income Producing Assets (fiom P~gs) by Income Group 

Before 

30 
0 

36 7 
60 0 

3 3 

0 11 

1 67 

Yes Cases 
Not part~c~pated (%) 
Part~c~pated w~thout influence (%) 
Part~c~pated w~th jo~nt ~nfluence (%) 
Part~c~pated w~th full ~nfluence (%) 

Average Dec~s~on Score (All cases) 
Average Decrsron Score (Yes cases) 

4 
0 

25 0 
75 0 
0 0 

0 02 

1 75 

Income Group 

Less than Rs 10,000 
RS 10,000 - RS 20,000 
RS 20,000 - RS 30,000 
RS 30,000 - RS 40,000 
RS 40,000 - RS 50,000 
RS 50,000 - RS 60,000 
More than Rs 60,000 

Expertmental Control 
Before 

No 

3 
1 

After 

No 
3 

11 
7 
2 
3 

4 

Score 

167 
200 

No 
4 

43 
18 
12 
12 
1 
9 

Score 
1 67 
I 82 
1 43 
2 00 
2 00 

1 25 

Score 
225 
230 
239 
267 
217 
300 
211 



Table A 9 Women's Partrcipatron and Influence m Decision Maklng on Income From 
Their Own Personal Income Producing Assets (from Pigs) by Ethnic Group 

Income from Income produc~ng assets(Sheep/Goat) Sheep/goats are the most 
common form of Incomeproduczng assetsrn Nepal Of the 450 women from the selected 
sample households interviewed fiom each control and expenmental category, 48 women 
from the control group and 2 14 women from the expenmental group reported to have 
possessed the sheeplgoat w~ th  spending decisrons Before joimng the S03,71 
expenmental group of women had such income and a decisron to make on its spendlng 
All these women had some level of partic~pation m the decrslon to spend such income 
but, m t h s  category also, the performance of the women m the expenmenta1 group after 
participation m the program was clearly noteworthy Almost 37 percent of the women 
partlclpat~ng in the program had full control in spending the income from sheeplgoat as 
Incomeproduczng asset Before jomng the program, such full control was exercised by 
only 14 percent of these women T h s  mdlcates a marked improvement in influencing the 
persona; income spending decision of women after participating m the program The~r 
decision score rn t h s  head rncreased by 0 45 points compared to before the program 
situatron and by 0 50 points compared to the control group women The comparative 
account of the influence in spending Incomefiom sheep/goat with and without the 
program and before and after the program is shown in Table A 10 

Ethn~c Group 

Brahrnrn/Chhetrr 
Mongol 
Occupational castes 
Tharu 
Rajbans~/Satar/Tajpurrya 
Others 

Table A 10 Women's Participatron and Influence m Decision Malung on 
Income fi-om Their Own Personal Income Producrng Assets (fiom Sheep/Goat) 

Control Exper~mental 

No 

Partrculars 

Yes Cases 
Not particrpated (%) 
Partrc~pated wrthout rnfluence (%) 
Partrc~pated wrth jornt rnfluence (%) 
Partrcrpated with full rnfluence (%) 

Average Dec~s~on Score (All cases) 
Average Decrslon Score (Yes cases) 

Score 

Control 

48 
2 1 
33 3 
41 7 
22 9 

0 20 

1 85 

Experrrnental 

Before 

Before 

71 

23 9 
62 0 
14 1 

0 30 

1 90 
-- - 

No 

5 
12 
I 1  
2 

After 

After 

214 

2 8 
59 8 
37 4 

112 

2 35 

Score 

1 80 
1 75 
1 64 
1 50 

No 
8 

14 
33 
35 
7 
2 

Score 
263 
236 
2 52 
214 
200 
250 



An analysis of dec~sxon influence by income group shows that the such influence was 
progressively better among the higher income households before joining the SO3 and 
even the control households but this difference seems to have been smoothened by the 
SO3 as revealed by the s~milar decision score of all Income class households afier 
participating m the program (Table A 11) 

Ethnic groupwise, the improvement in dec~s~on score was lughest among the 
occupational caste women whle the maxxmum Influence was exercised by Mongol 
women exactly as in the case of chicken (Table A 12) 

Table A 11 Women's Partxcipat~on and Influence In Dec~sion Maklng on Income fiom 
Their Own Personal Income Producing Assets (fiom Sheep/Goat) by Income Group 

Table A 12 Women's Participat~on and Influence in Decxsron Malung on Income from 
Their Own Personal Income Producing Assets (from Sheep/Goat) by EthTllc Group 

Income Group 

Less than Rs 10 000 
RS 10,000 - RS 20,000 
Rs 20,000 - Rs 30,000 
Rs 30 000 - Rs 40,000 
Rs 40 000 - Rs 50 000 
Rs 50 000 - Rs 60,000 
More than Rs 60,000 

Income from Cattle Cattle are expenslve assets in Nepal and hence they are less 
frequently used by women m the form of zncomeproduczng asset Of the 450 women 
from the selected sample households interwewed Erom each control and expenmental 
category, 35 women from the control group and 37 women fiom the expenmental group 
reported to have possessed the zncomeproduczng assetswith spend~ng decis~ons Before 
joining the S03,41 expenmental group of women had such income and a dec~sron to 
make on its spending All these women had some level of partxcipation m the decision to 

Control 

Ethn~c Group 

Brahmin/Chhetrr 
Mongol 
Occupat~onal castes 
Tharu 
Raj bansr/SatarRajpuriya 
Others 

Experimental 

No 
4 

18 
15 

3 
5 

2 

Exper~mental 

Score 
100 

189 
180 
1 67 
240  
3 00 
2 00 

Control 

Before 

% 
23 

7 
4 
1 

11 
2 

Before 

No 
3 

17 
18 
11 
11 
3 
8 

Afier 

Score 
2 04 
200 
1 75 
200 
127 
250 

% 
29 

5 
17 
9 
7 
4 

After 

Score 
1 33 
1 88 
1 88 
1 82 
2 09 
2 00 
2 00 

No 
19 
64 
53 
29 
18 
12 
19 

Score 
1 93 
2 20 
1 65 
1 67 
2 14 
2 50 

% 
87 
14 
66 
23 
9 

13 

Score 
221 

2 38 
2 32 
2 34 
244 
225 
242 

score] 
241 
257 
2 28 
2 30 
211 
223 



spend such income but again the maximum control in decision was exercised by the 
women in the expenmental group after participation m the program Almost 27 percent of 
the women partxcipatlng m the program had full control in spendxng the zncome from 
cattle Before joxning the program, such full controI was exercised by only about 2 
percent of these women T h s  indicates a marked improvement m influencing the 
personal income spending decis~on of women after participating in the program Their 
declslon score in t h s  head Increased by 0 5 1 polnts compared to before the program 
situation and by 0 53 points compared to the control group women The comparative 
account of the ~nfluence in spending income from cattle as zncomeproduczng assets with 
and without the program and before and after the program is shown in Table A 13 

Table A 13 Women's Participation and Influence in Dec~sion Malung on 
Income fiom The~r Own Personal Income Producing Assets (from Cattle) 

As the number of women fiom d~fferent mcome class using cattle as Incomeproducing 
assetsis small, there is no particular pattern m decis~on control based on mcome class 
(Table A 14) 

Partrculars 

Yes Cases 
Not partrc~pated (%) 
Partrcrpated wrthout ~nfluence (%) 
Partic~pated wrth jo~nt ~nfluence (%) 
Part~c~pated with full Influence (%) 

Average Decrs~on Score (All cases) 
Average Decrsron Score (Yes cases) 

E t h c  groupwise, the occupational caste group women were able to increase theu: 
dec~slon score or rnfluence in decision considerably (Table A 15) 

Control 

35 
2 9 

34 3 
54 3 
8 6 

0 13 

1 69 

Expertmental 
Before 

4 1 

31 7 
65 9 
2 4 

0 16 

1 71 

Aff er 
37 

5 4 
67 6 
27 0 

0 18 

2 22 



Table A 14 Women's Participation and Influence In Decision Malung on Income from 
Their Own Personal Income Producing Assets (from Cattle) by Income Group 

Table A 15 Women's Participat~on and Influence m Dec~s~on Malung on Income from 
Their Own Personal Income Producing Assets (from Cattle) by E t h c  Group 

Income Group 

Less than Rs 10,000 
RS 10,000 - RS 20,000 
RS 20 000 - RS 30 000 
RS 30,000 - RS 40 000 
Rs 40,000 - Rs 50 000 
RS 50,000 - RS 60,000 
More than Rs 60 000 

In other lncome generating sources, the number of observations (yes cases) were very low 
to make any conclusive statement about the decision behavior Some new mcome sources 
such as malung and sellmg handicrafts, runrung a tea shop were begun by the program 
part~cipants and thelr spend~ng decislon influence earned from these act~vities were qu~te 
impressive although the proport~on of women engaged In these act~vit~es was very small 

One ~nterestrng observat~on from the above analys~s is that the Influence In spendrng 
declslon of women decreased in every category as the amount of Income became more 
bulky For example, the infldence in spendlng income from cattle IS less than that in 
sheep and goat and even lesser m the case of chcken In tlvs sense, t h s  analysis IS In 
tandem with the Influence m declslon of women by size of spend~ng to be discussed later 

Control 

Ethnic Group 

Brahmln/Chhetn 
Mongol 
Occupat~onal castes 
Tharu 
Rajbans~/Satar/Tajpur~ya 

1 Others 

Ethmc groupwrse, the clear tendency from all observations is the distinct improvement m 
decls~on score o f  the occupational caste groups after jormng the program Tharu and 
Mongol women have also fared relatively well In such decrsrons 

Experimental 

No 
3 

14 
9 
3 
2 
2 
2 

Expertmental 

Score 
1 00 
164 
1 78 
1 67 
200 
2 50 
1 50 

Control 

Before 

Before 

No 
19 
2 
7 
I 
4 
2 

No 
1 
7 

12 
5 
6 
3 
7 

After 

No 
25 
2 
5 
6 
2 
1 

Score 
179 
100 
200 
2 00 
1 00 
1 50 

After 

Score 
1 00 
1 71 
1 75 
1 40 
1 83 
1 67 
1 86 

No 
2 
7 

I 0  
6 
7 

5 

Score 
1 72 
2 00 
I 6C 
I 67 
1 50 
2 00 

No 
18 
2 

10 
3 
I 
3 

Score 
200 
229 
140 
2 17 
229 

220 

Score 
222 
200 
240 
200 
200 
200 



4 3 Spendlng Personal Income by Slze of Expense 

The preceeding section dealt on the influence of the women in spendlng their own Income 
obtained fiom various sources without, however, refemng to the size as well as the nature 
of spendlng Their participation m spending declslons could depend on such thngs as 
how much is belng spent and where it IS belng spent Ths  section therefore analyses 
women's involvement m spendmg decisions by the amount of money spent and the 
activrty group for whch the expenditure is incurred For thls purpose, the amount of 
expend~ture IS divided into three mutually exclusive categones - less than Rs 100, Rs 
100-500, and more than Rs 500 Similarly, the expend~ture act~vrty IS grouped into that 
for personal/fam~ly cause and that for business 

4 3 'l Spendlng for Personallfamlfy Purpose 

A maxlmurn of 101 out of 450 women fiom control group, and 378 out of 450 women 
responded to this inquiry revealing the~r involvement in thrs decrsron The comprlation of 
the responses as presented In Table A 16 clearly shows the decreasing control over 
decisron by women as the sum of money to be spent gets larger and larger This is true for 
both control and expenmental group households and also for the expenmental group 
households before their joimng the Program 

The tabulation of the findlngs clearly shows that the control of the women's own Income 
by size of spendlng is gradually lowered as the level of spendlng nses T h ~ s  IS invanably 
true m both personaVfamily expenses and business expenses The Table shows that whle 
the decis~on score of the control group women and the expenmental group women before 
jolmng SO3 were very slmllar, ~t was s r~ f i c an t l y  Increased In all expendrture S L - ~  

categones after jolmng the Program In fact, the women have taken almost full authonty 
in spending up to Rs 100 



Table A 16 Women's Participation and Influence in Spending Deczszon of Their 
Own Income on PersonaYFamzly Expenses by Size of Spending 

Table A 17 shows the number of responses in t h s  question by Income class and the 
subsequent Table A 18 shows thelr respectwe decisron score No d e h t e  pattern of 
influence is evident by income class 

Particulars 

Yes Cases 
Not participated (%) 
Part~cipated w~thout 
Influence (%) 
Part~c~pated with 
jo~nt influence (%) 
Participated with full 
influence (%) 

'Average Decis~on 
Score (All cases) 
Average Decis~on 
Score (Yes cases) 

TabIe A 19 and Table A 20 show respectively the number of responses and the declszon 
score of vmous e t h c  groups The table indzcates a more or less domnance of 
BrahminIChhetn women In the decision score m all control and expenrnental cases 

Table A 17 Women's Part~cipation and Influence in Spending Decision of Their Own 
Income on PersonaVFamily Expenses by Size of Spendzng 

Control Experimental 

<Rs 10 
0 

101 
1 0 
2 0  

238 

73 3 

060 

269 

No of Yes Cases by Income Class 

Before 
Rs 100 

500 

101 
2 0 

257 

51 5 

20 8 

043 

191 

Particulars 

Less than Rs 10,000 
RS 10,000-20,000 
RS 20,000-30,000 
RS 30,000-40,000 
RS 40,000- 50,000 
RS 50,000-60,000 
More than Rs 60,000 

After 
>Rs 500 

100 
7 0 

360 

520 

5 0 

034 

155 

Exper~mental 

>Rs 500 

165 
4 8  

467 

473 

1 2 

053 

145 

<Rs l o 0  

165 

7 9  

345 

57 6 

092 

250 

<Rs 100 

378 

0 5  

Control 

Rs 100 
500 

165 
1 2  

236 

570 

18 2 

070 

192 

Before 
cRs 100 

11 
37 
30 
6 
9 
5 
3 

Rs 100 
500 

378 
0 3  
3 2  

Aft er 

>Rs 50 
0 

378 
0 8  

132 

>Rs 500 

11 
44 
4 1 
21 
20 
10 
18 

<Rs 100 

32 
125 
85 
32 
38 
19 
30 

<Rs 100 

11 
44 
41 
21 
20 
10 
18 

Rs 100 
500 
11 
37 
30 
6 
9 
5 
3 

672 

18 8 

182 

217 

4 8  

94 7 

247 

294 

Rs 100 
-500 
11 
44 
41 
21 
20 
10 
18 

>Rs 500 

I 1  
35 
30 
5 
9 
5 
3 

328 

63 8 

218 

260 

Rs 100 
-500 
32 

125 
85 
32 
38 
19 
30 

>Rs 500 

32 
125 
85 
32 
38 
19 
30 



Table A 18 Women's Partic~pation and Influence in Spendlng Decision of Their Own 
Income on Personal/Family Expenses by Size of Spendlng 

Average Declslon Scc 
Particulars 

Less than Rs 10,000 
RS 10,000-20,000 
RS 20 000-30,000 
RS 30 000-40 000 
RS 40,000- 50,000 
RS 50,000-60,000 
More than Rs 60,000 

Expertmental 
Before I After 

-e by Income Class 
Control 

Table A 19 Women's Participation and Influence in Spendlng Decision of Their Own 
Income on PersonalFamily Expenses by S ~ z e  o f  Spendlng 

<Rs 100 

236 
2 70 
277 
250 
278 
3 00 
2 67 

NO ot Yes Cases by Ett 
Particulars 

BrahmlnIChhetrr 
Mongol 
Occupatronal castes 
Tharu 
Rajbansr/Satar/Tajpurra 
Others 

Rs 100 
500 

182 
1 98 
171 
205 
225  
1 90 
1 83 

nrc Group 
Control 

>Rs 500 

127 
I 50 
163 
117 
2 0 0  
1 80 
1 33 

After 
Experimental 

Table A 20 Women's Participation and Influence in Spend~ng Declsion of Then Own 
Income on Personal/Fam~ly Expenses by S ~ z e  of Spendlng 

Average Decrs~on Score by Ethnrc Group 
Particulars Control 

<Rs 100 

121 
37 

106 
64 
33 
17 

Before 

Mongol 2 50 1 50 
I Occupatronal castes 275 200 

260 200 
~ ~ ~ n s i / S a t a r R a j p u r i a  2 50 1 44 
/others 2 60 1 80 

Before 
cRs10 1Rs1001>Rs50 

>Rs 50 
0 

66 
18 
39 
28 
9 
5 

cRs 100 

66 
18 
39 
28 
9 
5 

After 

Rs 100 
-500 
66 
18 
39 
28 
9 
5 



4 3 2 Spending far Business purpose 

A max~mwn of 101 out of 450 women from control group, and 378 out of 450 women 
responded to this mquiry revealing then invoIvement m t h s  dec~slon The cornpllat~on of 
the responses as presented in TabIe A 16 clearly shows that, as m the case of 
personaVfam11y expenses, there is decreasmg control over decision by women as the sum 
of money to be spent gets larger and larger This IS true for both control and expenmental 
group households and also for the expenmental group households before thelr jornlng the 
Program 

The compllatlon of responses clearIy shows that the control of the women's own lncorne 
by slze of spending 1s gradually lowered as the level of spending nses This IS Invanably 
true in both personaYfm11y expenses and buslness expenses The Table shows that while 
the declslon score of the control group women and the experimental group women before 
jolnmg SO3 were more or less s~rnllar, ~t was slgnrficantly mcreased In all expenditure 
sum categones after jo~nrng the Program In relat~ve sense, however, the rnfluence In 
spending for buslness purpose IS sllghtly lower than spendlng for personal/fa.m~ly cause 

Table A 21 Women's Part~c~pat~on and Influence in Spending Declslon of Thelr Own 
Income on Buslness Expenses by Slze of Spendlng 

Table A 22 shows the number of responses m t h~s  quest~on by income class and the 
subsequent Table A 23 shows thew respective declsion score The Table shows a 
generally positively correlated decxs~on score wlth the income class in all control and 
expenmental cases 

Part~culars 

Yes Cases 
Not partrcipated (%) 
Partrc~pated w~thout 
influence (%) 
Partrctpated wrth jornt 
rnfluence (%) 
Partrc~pated wrth full 
rnfluence (%) 

f ~ v e r a ~ e  Decrsron 
Score (All cases) 
Average Decrsron 
Score (Yes cases) 

Table A 24 and TabIe A 25 show respectively the number of responses and the declslon 
score of vanous e t h c  groups The table indicates a more or less dominance of 
BrahmmdChhetn and occupational caste group in buslness involvement and clear 

Control Experimental 

>Rs 500 

98 
122 
439 

39 8 

4 1 

0  30 

<Rs ZOO 

101 
69 

Before 
Rs ZOO 

500 
101 
7 9  

After 

235 

>Rs 500 

160 
8 8  

563 

33 8 

1 3 

<Rs 100 

378 

0 5  

9 8 

89 7 

239 195 

t 

<Rs 100 

164  

4 0  

36 6 

52 5 

0 53 

128  

Rs 100 
500 

307 

50 5 

10 9 

0 37 

174 

0 86 
I 

289 136 

Rs 100 
500 

0 62 

241 

2 01 

160 

100  

38 8 

51 3 

378 
0 3  

045  

160 
1 9  

350 

50 0 

13 I 

378 
0 8  

2 43 

5 0  

49 7 

45 0 

183 

66 1 

14 8 



supenonty of occupat~onal caste group women m I I ~ L ~ C . L W , , A ~  

joining the Program 

Table A 22 Women's Partlc~pat~on and Influence in Spending Decision of Their 
Own Income on Business Expenses by Size of Spend~ng 

Less than Rs 10,000 
RS 10,000-20,000 
RS 20,000-30,000 
RS 30,000-40,000 
RS 40,000- 50,000 
RS 50,000-60,000 
More than Rs 60,000 

No of Yes Cases by Income Class 
Expertmental 

Before I After 
Part~culars 

Table A 23 Women's Participatlijn md Muence in Spendmg Decision of Thelr Own 
Income on Business Expenses by Size of Spending 

Control 

Average Dec~ston Scc 

Less than Rs 10,000 
RS 10 000-20,000 
RS 20,000-30,000 
RS 30,000-40,000 
RS 40,000- 50,000 
RS 50,000-60,000 
More than Rs 60,000 

-e by lncome class 
Control 

2671 1671 1331 2331 1781 1281 2801 2401 190 

Exper~mental 

>Rs 500 

109 
137 
1 37 
I 20 
144 
180 

<Rs I00 Rs 100 
500 

Before 

218 
2 27 
2 37 
2 33 
2 33 
300 

<Rs 100 Rs 100 
500 

After 

1 5 5  
1 92 
1 87 
1 67 
2 33 
260 

zRs 500 cRs 100 

284 
2 89 
2 89 
2 90 
2 97 
295 

Rs 100 
500 

200 
2 38 
2 38 
2 37 
2 26 
247 

209 
2 39 
2 05 
2 67 
2 65 
244 

>Rs 500 

197 
1 98 
1 95 
1 71 
2 03 
221 

136 
1 73 
I 58 
1 95 
2 05 
178 

118 
1 32 
1 08 
143 
140 
144 



Table A 24 Women's Partlcipat~on and Influence m Spendlng Dec~s~on of Their Own 
Income on Busrness Expenses by S ~ z e  of Spendlng 

No Of Yes Cases by Ethn~c group 

Table A 25 Women's Partlcipatlon and Influen~e In Spendlng Dec~slon of Their Own 
Income on Busrness Expenses by Slze of Spendlng 

Particulars 

Brahm~nIChhetri 
Mongol 
Occupat~onal castes 
Tharu 
Raj bansilSatarrrajpurra 
Others 

BrahrninlChhetri 
Mongol 
Occupational castes 
Tharu 
Rajbansl/Satar/Tajpurla 
Others 

Experfmental 

Average Declsion Score by Ethnic Group - 

4 4 Spermd~ng the Household Income 

Control 

Particulars 

Untll now, we have been t a k n g  about the spendlng decis~ons on the lncome earned or 
possessed by the women themselves From now on, it wlll be mterestmg to see how much 
control the women had m decrd~ng to spend the common household purse T h ~ s  lnqulry 
was posed to only the expenmentd group women including their situation on this 
variable before jolnlng the Program 

Before 

Control Expertmental 
Before I After 

Evidently, the spendlng control over common household lncome of women IS lower for 
each slze of spendlng compared to the control over self-earned lncome The full control 
of women is a ranty In controllzng the spending of household lncome The most that 

After 
>Rs 500 

44 
12 
11 
9 

17 
5 

<Rs 10 
0 

44 
12 
12 
10 
18 
5 

>Rs 50 
0 

125 
40 

1 2  
67 
34 
17 

<Rs lGO 

125 
39 

112 
67 
33 
17 

Rs 100 
500 
44 
12 
12 
10 
18 
5 

Rs ZOO 
500 
125 
39 

112 
67 
33 
17 

sRs 50 
0 

125 
40 

112 
67 
34 
17 

<Rs 700 

125 
40 

112 
67 
34 
17 

Rs 100 
500 

125 
40 

112 
67 
34 
17 



seems to be achieved is the joint declsion makrng SO3 appears to have been able to bnng 
about increasing joint declslon maklng in this front The control of women is further 
systematically reduced as the size of expenditure becomes hgher Nevertheless, the 
declsion score of women participating in the Program has nsen in definite terms 

4 4 1 Spendlng for PersonalIFamrly Cause 

A maximum of 395 out of 450 expenmental group households answered on thrs queny 
Tabulation of then responses showed, like in the case of self-earned income, decreasing 
influence on spending decrsion with larger sum of money to spend both before jomng the 
Program and after jo~nrng it There was consrstent improvement in the decision score 
after jolning the Program The Incremental declsion score accrued to SO3 lntervent~on is 
of the order of 0 85 for up to Rs l00,O 87 for spending between Rs 100-500, and 0 59 
for spendlng over Rs 500 (Table A 26) 

Table A 26 Women's Participation and Influence In Spending Decision of 
the Household Income on PersonaVFam~ly Expenses by Size of Spending 

The cross tabulation of decislon results by income class as showed m Table A 27 (no of 
cases) and 4 28 (declsion score) reveals the maximum involvement m t h ~ s  spending 
decisron of the income class between Rs 10,000 and Rs 30,000 These income group 
women had more Influence on spendlng decision for personaVfarnily cause both before 

Particulars 

Yes Cases 
Not participated (%) 
Part~c~pated w~thout 
rnfluence (%) 
Participated with joint 
influence (%) 
Participated with full 
influence (%) 
Average Dec~sion 
Score (All cases) 
Average Decision 
Score (Yes cases) 

Experimental 
Before 

<Rs 100 

395 
8  6 

23 0  

47 3 

21 0 

1 59 

1 81 

After 
>Rs 500 

395 
2 8 

38 2 

54 7 

4 3 

141  

1 61 

Rs 100 500 

395 
17 5 
50 1 

30 1 

2 3 

1 03 

117 

<Rs 100 

395 
0 5 
2 8  

26 6 

701 

2 34 

266 

>Rs 500 

393 
23 7 
51 1 

24 4 

0 8  

0 89 

1 02 

Rs 100-500 

395 
0 5 

15 4 

63 8 

20 3 

1 79 

2 04 



and after joining the Program There is no other noticeable pattern of influence by income 
class 

Ethnic groupwlse, Mongol women demonstrated maximum control over spending smaller 
sum of money but failed to galn much control on spending larger sums The occupational 
caste group women improved the~r decision score on spending larger sums srgruficantly 
The women fkom Rajbansi/Satar/Tajpuna community lagged seriously behznd in the 
sphere of improvements m decision malung (TabIe A 29) 

Table A 27 Women's Part~c~pation and Influence In Spending Declsion of the 
Household Income on Personal/Fam~ly Expenses by Size of Spendlng 

No of Yes Cases bv income Class 

Table A 28 Women's Partlc~pation and Influence In Spendrng Decision of the 
Household Income on PersonalEamily Expenses by Size of Spending 

l Pa*icU'arS 

Less than Rs 10 000 
RS 10,000-20,000 
RS 20 000-30 000 
RS 30 000-40,000 
RS 40,000- 50,000 
RS 50,000-60,000 
More than Rs 60.000 

Experimental 

Average decrston Score by income class 
Particulars 

Less than Rs 10,000 
RS 10,000-20,000 
RS 20,000-30,000 
RS 30,000-40,000 
RS 40,000- 50,000 
RS 50,000-60,000 
More than Rs 60,000 

Befm Afki 

Experimental 

>Rs 500 

37 
127 
87 
50 
39 
20 
33 

<Rs 100 

37 
129 
87 
50 
39 
20 
33 

<Rs 100 

37 
129 
87 
50 
39 
20 
33 

Rs 100 500 

37 
129 
87 
50 
39 
20 
33 

Before 

Rs 100 500 1 >Rs 500 

After 

37 
129 
87 
50 
39 
20 
33 

>Rs  500 

076 
110 
1 06 
0 92 
103 
110 
103 

<Rs ZOO 

1 51 
1 88 
I 85 
1 62 
1 54 
1 85 
1 70 

37 
129 
87 
50 
3 9 
20 
33 

>Rs 500 

1 51 
I 65 
1 62 
1 52 
I 59 
1 70 
I 58 

cRs 100 

249 
267 
2 70 
2 64 
279 
275 
258 

Rs 100 500 

105 
121 
1 22 
1 04 
121 
125 
115 

Rs 100 500 

1 97 
2 06 
2 02 
2 02 
2 00 
2 05 
2 12 



Table A 29 Women's Participat~on and Influence in Spendlng Decision of the 
Household Income on Personal/Family Expenses by S ~ z e  of Spendlng 

4 4 2 Spendtng for Busmess Purpose 

Average Decls~on Score by Ethn~c Group 

A maxlmurn of 395 out of 450 expenmental group households responded to t h s  quest~on 
Tabulation of their responses showed decreasing influence on spendlng decision with 
larger sum of money to spend both before jolrung the Program and after joimng it There 
was consistent lmprovement in the decision score after joirung the Program The 
Incremental decrs~on score accrued to SO3 intervention is of the order of 0 88 for up to 
Rs 100,O 92 for spendlng between Rs 100-500, and 0 68 for spendmg over Rs 500 
(Table A 30) The Influence m declslon on business spendmg by women &om the 
household mcome, however, IS lesser m overall sense than that in spendmg for 
personaVfarnlly cause 

/ Part~culars 

I 

Brahrn~nlChhetr~ 
Mongol 
Occupat~onal castes 
Tharu 
Raj bans11SatarlTajpuna 
Others 

Experimental 
Before After 

<Rs 100 

1 90 
1 95 
1 88 
1 69 
1 35 
1 76 

<Rs 100 

2 72 
278 
276 
227 
221 
265 

Rs 100 500 

1 36 
118 
115 
094 
100 
118 

>Rs 500 

1 08 
080 
088 
079 
071  
076 

Rs 100 500 

2 10 
2 08 
2 11 
1 97 
1 74 
1 94 

>Rs 500 

1 66 
1 50 
1 79 
1 58 
1 77 
118  



Table A 30 Women's Partlclpatlon and Influence In Spendlng Decis~on of 
the Household Income on Buslness Expenses by Size of Spendlng 

The cross tabulation of declslon results by income class as showed in Table A 33 reveals 
weak posltive correlation between the influence in declslon spending and the household 
mcome/asset 

Part~culars 

Yes Cases 
Not part~c~pated (%) 
Part~c~pated wrthout 
Influence (%) 
Part~c~pated wrth joint 
Influence (%) 
Partrctpated wrth full 
~nfluence (%) 
Average Dec~s~on 
Score (All cases) 
Average Dec~sion 
Score (Yes cases) 

* 

Ethmc groupwise, BrahrndChhetn and occupational caste group women dominated t h s  
buslness decls~on The improvement m decision score of the occupational caste group 
women was particularly revealing under each spendlng size The women fiom 
Rajbans~/Satar/Tajpuna cornrnunlty also had Improved on the declsion malung count but 
their performance was the least throughout (Table A 3 1 and 4 32) 

Table A 3 1 Women's Partlclpation and Influence in Spendlng Declslon of the 
Household Income on Business Expenses by S ~ z e  of Spend~ng 

Experimental 

Rajbans~ISatarTTajpur~a 
Others 

Before 

No of Yes Cases by Ethn~c Group 

<Rs 100 

393 
10 4 
25 7 

47 1 

16 8 

1 49 

1 70 

After 

Particulars 

BrahmrnIChhetr~ 

<Rs 100 

395 
0 5 
5 1 

304 

64 1 

226 

258 

Rs 100 500 

395 
29 9 
50 1 

20 0 

0 79 

0 90 

Exper~mental 

>Rs 500 

392 
37 8 
45 4 

168 

069 

079 

Rs 100 500 

395 
1 0  

29 1 

57 2 

12 7 

1 59 

1 82 

Before 
<Rs 100 1 Rs 100 500 ( >Rs 500 

325 1 1251 125 

>Rs 500 

395 
5 1 

45 6 

46 3 

3 0 

1 29 

1 47 

After 
<Rs 100 1 Rs 100 500 1 >Rs 500 

1251 125 1 125 



Table A 32 Women's Part~cipatlon and Influence in Spending Decision of the 
Household Income on Buslness Expenses by S ~ z e  of Spending 

Averaae decrs~on Score bv Ethnlc G~OUD 

Before 

0 76 
0 88 

Brahm~nlChhetrr 
Mongol 
Occupatronal castes 
Tharu 
RajbansrISatarTTajpur~a 

After f 
cRs 100 

I 78 
1 87 
1 77 
1 52 
1 30 

Table A 33 Women's Part~clpatlon and Influence in Spendlng Dec~sion of the 
HousehoId Income on Business Expenses by Srze of Sgendlng 

Otners 1 76 

A~eiage decrs~on Score by Income Class 
Partrculars 

Less than Rs 10,000 
RS 10,000-70,000 
RS 20,000-30,000 
RS 30,000-40,000 
RS 40,000- 50,000 
RS 50,000-60,000 
More than Rs 60,000 

100 0 71 

r 
Experrmer;tal 

2 59 

Before After 

1 76 

>Rs 500 

057 
092 
061 
0 60 
0 74 
0 84 
0 73 

<Rs 100 

241 
232 
266 
2 50 
2 69 
2 75 
2 55 

cRs 100 

I 30 
1 78 
1 77 
1 44 
1 90 
2 00 
1 67 

1 I 8  

Rs 100-500 

097 
078 
097 
0 70 
0 90 
0 90 
0 82 

Rs 100-5001 >Rs 500 

1 59 
1 83 
1 83 
1 80 
1 82 
1 95 
1 91 

1 35 
1 02 
1 51 
1 42 
1 47 
1 65 
1 36 


