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Introduction

FIfteen professors from a vanety of dlsclplmes were commIssIOned by the CoalItIOn for Chnstlan Colleges &

UmverSltles and Mercy Corps InternatIOnal to develop curnculum modules for use m undergraduate classes
The resultmg fIve modules are an mtroductory exploratIon of the "global-local lInkages between busmess,
economIcs and cIvIl socIety"

Module 1 - FoundatIons Development and CIvIl SocIety
Module 2 - The EssentIal Tnad Busmess, Government and CIvIl SocIety m EconomIc Development
Module 3 - StewardshIp ResponsIble Management of SOCIal and Natural CapItal
Module 4 - GlobalIzatIon Human RIghts and CIvIl SocIety
Module 5 - Commumty BUlldmg A Key to CIvIl SocIety

Each module IS mtended to stand alone as a supplementary umt In thIs manner, professors may choose
to use one or more modules as appropnate for theIr courses It IS our hope that these matenals wIll be used
m busmess, economICS, and polItIcal and SOCIal sCIence courses ThIs IS an excltmg, emergmg fIeld of study
that has applIcatIOn for much of what we teach

The CUrrIculum was wntten wIth the premIse that, although the modules were bemg developed by pro­
fessors at ChnstIan umversltIes, the matenal would be of mterest to professors and students m both secular
and ChnstIan settmgs For thIS reason the curnculum has been wntten m a way that does not speCIfIcally
target students of the ChnstIan faIth However, m the course of theIr research mto the tOpICS covered m the
curnculum, the authors explored many Ideas partIcularly relevant to teachmg m a Chnstlan settmg To
enable Chnstlan professors to help students more carefully explore the connectIons between thIS matenal
and theIr faIth, we have placed some of these Chnstlan mSlghts m thIS mstructor's gUIde We belIeve that for
the modules to accomplIsh theIr deSIred goals m a Chnstlan college settmg, the mSlghts contamed m the
mstructor's gUIde (along wIth those of the professor teachmg the course) should be mtegrated mto the mate­
nal m the modules We hope Chnstlan mstructors fmd thIS approach useful and would welcome feed­
back/suggestIOns on how the matenal can be used even more effectIvely

Previous Page Blan!-
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wealth creatIOn These mclude the value of national parks, exchanges through barter, volunteer serVices,
longer lIfe, good health, happy marnages and good personal relatIOnships, enjoyment at work, job secun­
ty, free time, and even freedom Others have noted that GOP tells us nothmg about mcome dlstnbutIon
and Its effect on the qualIty of lIfe of the people m a society

• The Sustamable Development Wheel IS mcluded to give students a Visual Image of the complex mterac­
tIons mvolved m development and a broadened understandmg of the term capital We also hope to call
attention to less ObVIOUS, but nevertheless cntIcally Important, mputs to development such as SOCIal gov­
ernmental and spIrItual/moral capital Instructors should engage students m a diSCUSSIOn of development
from a ChnstIan perspectIve, usmg the Sustamable Development Wheel as an mtegratIve IllustratIOn In
the process they should venfy that students understand the forms of capital and the wheel analogy

AddItional DISCUSSion OuestlOns

1 Give examples of development that does not Jeopardize the opportumtIes of future generatIOns to contm­
ue to develop

2 In what ways IS the good lIfe (per western lIfestyles) a poor model of broad-based sustamable develop­
ment?

3 What respective roles should development workers, governments and commumty members play m the
development process?

4 Why should ChnstIans care about development?
5 Is our dehmtlOn of broad-based sustamable development consistent with a Chnstlan perspective on devel-

opment? What mIght Chnst-centered development look lIke?
6 How does development relate to God's redemptive work through hiS son and the Holy SpIrIt?
7 What does It mean that God deSires us "to be made whole" or "have lIfe to the fu11?"
8 What values are essential to healthy development?

BiblIcal Framework fill: .a DISCUSSion Q1 Deyelopment

Jesus defmed HIS mission at the begmnmg of HIS mmlstry by readmg from IsaIah 61, "The SpIrIt of the Lord
IS upon me, because He has anomted me to preach the gospel to the poor, He has sent me to heal the bro­
kenhearted, to preach delIverance to the captives and the recovery of the sight to the blInd, to set at lIberty
them that are brUIsed, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord"(Luke 4 18,19) In HIS lIfe and miSSion, Jesus
became an example of what God mtends for HIS people

When John the Baptist asked If Jesus was really the MeSSiah Jesus responded," Tell John that the blInd
see, the lame walk the lepers are cleansed the deaf hear the dead are raised, and the gospel IS preached to
the poor (Luke 7 24) In other words Jesus pomted to HIS holIstiC mlmstry as eVidence that He was mdeed
the MeSSiah and that the Kmgdom of God was breakmg mto thiS world HIS leadership and servant lIfe
fleshed out and epitomIzed the values of God's new future

On the cross Jesus died not only for our sms, but to bear the full consequences of the fall m HIS own per­
son He died not only to reconcIle us to God but to reconcile all thmgs to himself (Col 1 19,20) In SCrIpture,
salvatIOn always relates to the mdlvldual person's relatIOnship WIth God but It never stops there Salvation
must take place m all spheres of relatIOnship It IS not complete until the broken places of a person's mner
lIfe are healed It IS not complete untIl people are reconciled to one another It IS not complete until the bro­
ken systems of SOCIety are restored and the structural mjustIces are eradicated, and It IS not complete untIl

l'revious PagesBlanJ~ fjb' tg_IO
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the abuse of the earth IS reversed In other words, God's redemptive purposes m history are to set rIght
everythmg that was ruptured m the fall and return us to the EdenIc state where we are once agam m har­
mOnIOUS relatIOnship with God, with ourselves, with others and with the natural environment

Through ChrIst, we are reconciled to one another m order to fashIOn a new society m which dlstmctIons
of race sex social status and culture are no longer a baSIS for dlscrImmatlOn and exclUSIOn God's love and
concern for HIS people reach mto every dimenSIOn of life Despite our current, temporal defiCienCies, God s
deSire for us m thiS life IS one of abundance In John 10 10 Jesus says, I have come that they may have hfe,

and have It to the full" God mtends to create a society of digmty and Justice for all people m which there IS

no more hunger and the poor, the Widows, and the strangers are no longer oppressed (see Is 586-9, Ps 35 10,
Ps 685-6, Luke 1 46-55, Luke 3 9-11)

The new order that God IS seekmg to establish IS both present and commg, both now and not yet
Although complete redemptIOn and reconcIliatIOn Will not be realized until Jesus returns and ushers m the
"age to come," thIS portrait of God's IntentIOns should set the agenda for us today ThiS VISIOn of an abun­
dant hfe from God s perspective IS wonderfully captured In the Old Testament vIsion of the prophet Isaiah
(6521-23)

They Will bUild houses and dwell m them

they Will plant vmeyards and eat their frUit

No longer Will they bUild houses and others Iwe m them

or plant and others eat
For as the days of a tree, so Will be the days

of my people, my chosen ones will long enJoy

the works of their hands

They Will not tOil m vam

or bear children doomed to misfortune

for they Will be a people blessed by the Lord,

they and their descendants after them

ThiS blbhcal VISIOn of wholeness IS God's deSire and goal of "shalom' for HIS people - a personal and corpo­
rate wholeness where peace, Justice, rIghteousness and wellbemg reign because our relatIOnships are "rIght

Capital and HolIstIC Development

DISCUSSion As Adam Smith noted, speCializatIOn, economies of scale and free exchange (IncludIng Interna­
tIOnal trade) greatly multiply output As an observatIOn of both companIes and well-planned Infrastructure
projects make clear, most thmgs can be produced more effiCiently through voluntary cooperatIOn
Infrastructure projects have some of the highest returns of any Investment (e g, highways clean water)
Cowan's research (BBSD, 202) shows that the most Important household prodUCtiVIty enhancers are provI­
sIOn of utilities baSIC health care and enhancements to human capital

Ideas and values are the ultimate buildIng blocks of wealth Ideas add tremendous value to raw materIals
and values add tremendous effiCienCies to organIzatIOns and processes Both can be reproduced cheaply At
the same time neither have diminIshIng returns (hke other mputs) nor subtract from endowed capital (hke
the extractIOn of natural resources) Examples of values related to a ChrIstian lifestyle which contrIbute to
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development are a desire to work VIgorously, IntellIgently and productively, a wIllIngness to save and Invest
In Important ventures, IncludIng nsky ventures, spendIng habits that buIld IndiViduals, familIes and commu­
mtles up, rather than break them down, self control (lImits to selfIshness), and self sacnfIce by parents, tax­
payers and phIlanthropists for the sake of future generatIOns, good stewardship so that resources may be
used to produce new goods and services rather than to replace thIngs that were poorly cared for, respect
and concern for others resultIng In a wIllIngness to share Information for their good, an emphasIs on talent
development/education, Widespread trust relatIOnships, moralIty and ethical behaVIOr, well defIned prop­
erty rIghts and securIty of property, and equal treatment under the law

Ultimately a society focused prImarIly on proVidIng Incentives for responsible behaVior rather than on
rIghts wIll be more productive But an emphaSIS on nghts IS healthy because It forces people to also focus
on their responsibilIties BaSIC human nghts such as safety, Income, health care, secunty, access to Infor­
mation, etc can be Viewed as an Investment both In people and In an Infrastructure of trust relationships,
which In turn enhances economic effICiency Secure property nghts are cntlcal to economic development
because grantIng the nght to use property makes responsibilIty and accountabilIty for misuse pOSSible, pro­
tects Innocent people from those who would damage, steal or waste their resources, encourages stewardship
(sInce If an owner depletes or abuses her property she generally bears the full cost), and gives producers a
place to store up the frUIts of their labor Research Indicates that the presence of CivIl hbertIes, relatively
small government, and the rule of law contnbute to economic growth, (Barro, 1995) (For other examples
see the 1997 World Development Report) Non-dlscnmInatlOn and freedom greatly enhance wealth creation
smce they free all members of a society to use all their human resources as productively as pOSSible

The OngIDS of Civil Society

Purpose. To Introduce and defme CIVil society as a cntIcal "third sector" contnbutor to development, show
how It has developed, and to Introduce students to the pnnclples of CivIl society

PEP The Instructor may want to Introduce thiS sectIOn by remIndmg students that the correlation between
economic development (narrowly defmed) and the Human Development Index IS Imperfect SimIlarly the
correlation between democracy and economic development IS Imperfect, as IS the relatIOnship between
democracy and SOCial trust, and democracy and membership In voluntary aSSOCiations These posItive but
Imperfect correlatIOns can be Illustrated by data from the 1997 World Development Report (FIgures 1 and 2)
Clearly there IS a complex SOCial realIty that allows humans to develop and the qualIty of hfe to Improve A
slgmfIcant piece of thiS SOCial realIty IS CivIl society, which IS the focus of thiS section

AdditIOnal DISCUSSIOn QuestIOns
1 What IS the appropnate task of government? Where does the task of government end and the task of other

legitimate authOrIties (e g, parents, NGQs, churches) begIn?
2 What or who legitimates or lImits government authonty? To whom should rulers be accountable?
3 How should we defIne responsIble activity m the publIc square?
4 How should we defIne stewardship freedom honesty power, nghts law JustIce or commumty?
5 What constitutes a CivIl society? Are alternative defImtlOns of CIVil society equally valId? Why or why not?

WorldVlews and CIVIl Society

Purpose To Identify the Importance of engagIng the subject of CivIl society at the ItS foundational (world­
VIew) level and to help students develop their ChnstIan perspectives on CIVil SOCIety
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PEP Usmg the dIScussIon resources below, attentIon should be gIven to the centralIty of worldvlews to any
civIl society dISCUSSIOn Instructors should help students begm to see how and why CIVil socIety arose out
of a context sIgmfIcantly mfluenced, among other factors, by Judeo-ChristIan relIgIOUS values and to develop
mSIghts mto a ChristIan perspectIve on cIvIl socIety

Here, we should help students wrestle wIth how to "decently dIsagree" wIth those holdmg opposmg world­
VIews Ethical relatIvIsm, and ethIcal relatIvIsm's unspoken assumptIOns that man IS at the center of the um­
verse and master of hIS destmy, are unacceptable But careful IIstemng, reasoned argumentatIOn, and toler­

ance for opposmg pomts of VIew are essentIal If we are to have a truly cIvIl socIety

BiblIcal Framework for DISCUSSIOn of WorldVIews

It may be helpful to examme more specIfIcally how the BIble has mfluenced our belIefs and conclusIOns about
CIVIl SOCIety We know that the BIble emphasIzes the kmd of responSIble actIvIty and attentIOn to duty that
both assumes baSIC human rights and CIVIlIty and mcreases the lIkelIhood of our achlevmg them by Illus­
tratmg how we should lIve before God AddItIonally, there are sIgmfIcant BIblIcal teachmgs WhICh relate, at
least mdlrectly, to POlItICS and economICS, m areas such as the nature of stewardshIp, freedom, power, rights,
law JustIce, etc, which we now summarize m the followmg paragraphs

Rather than lookmg at the government as an adversary (or enemy) to be thwarted, or as a powerful friend
who may be able to help secure an advantage, the BIble calls ChristIans to VIew government umts as havmg
been delegated legItImate authOrity by God, and thus as partners (or potentIal partners) for domg good The
prmclples of CIvIl SOCIety are conSIstent WIth the commISSIOn of publIc JustIce delegated to those With author­
Ity and responSIbIlIty These publIc JustIce concerns should also gUIde the state when It uses ItS coerCIve
powers to, for example, tax, pumsh eVIldoers or prevent economIC entItles from to gammg so much power
that they can take advantage of competItors or customers

God, m hiS word shows us that we bear hIS Image He thus calls us to be Image bearers by bemg respon­
SIble caretakers of the creation, commumty mmded, compaSSIOnate, upright, etc To a great degree we are
to be "our brother and SIster's keeper" Christ has reconcIled us to God, to each other and to the creation
In other words, HIS kmgdom IS already mamfestmg Itself, and thIS kmgdom clearly encompasses the fIeld of
POlItICS and economICS Christ also proVIdes a beautIful hIstOrical model of I peaceful change" WhICh we
should emulate and seek to apply, even m our complex global polItIcal economy

More speCIfIcally, ChrIstIamty has a great deal to say about how we relate to other people (and especially
the poor and dIsenfranchIsed) ThiS should have a strong mfluence on how people should be treated and
how we should structure and run our publIc mstItutions It should also make us thmk about the degree to
WhICh we should focus more on developmg the kmd of SOCIal mfrastructure that enhances relatIOnshIps,
rather than focusmg almost entIrely on economIC mfrastructure

As ChristIans, we must Isolate and promote the values that complement CIVIl society prmclples For example,
we must ask how CIvIl society prmclples wIll better allow people to do what God calls them to do, such as work
hard, express theIr concern for others, act Justly, prOVide for the needs of others, contribute to theIr commUnI­
tIes, mold theIr mstltutlons develop their talents and seek the truth In thIS sense, when we ask If CIVIl SOCIety
allows markets to functIon m a way that stImulates economIC development, we are ultImately less concerned
about markets than we are about people So we must ask both how CIVIl SOCIety promotes healthy values, and
WhICh values constItute the kmd of "healthy SOli" m WhICh CIVIl SOCIety can grow and thrive
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AddItIonal DIScussIon QuestIOns
1 Do all belIef systems provIde an equally solId foundatIOn on WhICh to buIld a cIvIl socIety?
2 What values are essentIal for a CIVIl society to grow and thnve?
3 What mIstakes have ChnstIans made m the past whIch have prevented them from reachmg common

ground wIth people from other relIgious persuasions? How does the promotIOn of cIvIl socIety help us
aVOId these kmds of mistakes?

4 To what extent should government allow people the freedom to lIve out theIr belIefs?



THE ESSENTIAL TRIAD: BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT, AND CIVIL
SOCIETY IN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Paul R Koch, Yvonne S Smith, and Roland G Hoksbergen

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

General Learnmg Objective Upon completIOn of thIS module, students should understand the relatIOnshIp
between sustamed economIC development and the healthy mteraction of prIvate busmess, the government,

and CIVil socIety

SpecIfic Learnmg Objectives Students wIll

• Understand that sustamed economIC development mcludes growmg mcomes, JustIce m productIOn and
dIstrIbution, and enlIghtened stewardship of the environment

• Be able to explam the respectIve roles of government and CIVIl socIety m fosterIng sustamed economIC
development and m holdmg busmess accountable to accepted commumty standards of behavIOr

• Understand how these roles play out m two Illustrative cases the prIvatizatIOn of publIc enterprIses and
the promotIOn of mlcroenterprIse among the poor

• Explore the Important role that mternatlOnal nongovernmental orgamzatlOns (NGOs) play m promotmg
sustamed economIC development m the developmg world

BIBLICAL FRAMEWORK FOR DISCUSSION

There has been a healthy and controversIal debate over the years on BIblIcal prmciples and gUIdelInes for
busmess and economIC affaIrs Hundreds of BiblIcal passages have been cIted m thIS debate To encourage
your students to Jom thIS Important and ongomg discussIOn we would sImply lIke to lIst a samplIng of pas­
sages relevant to busmess and economIC affaIrs and suggest that you engage your class m open dISCUSSIOn
about the relevance of these passages for the respectIve roles and responsIbilIties of busmess, government
and CIVil socIety

LevIticus 19 9-15,35-36
LevIticus 25
Deuteronomy 15 1-11
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Deuteronomy 16 18-20
Deuteronomy 28
Ecclesiastes 5 8-20
Isaiah 1 10-17
Isaiah 10 1-4
AmosS
Micah 6
Luke 418-19

Matthew 25 31-36
Romans 13
EpheSIans 4 28
II Thessalomans 3
I Timothy 66-10

ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1 Based on their analySIS of the Old Testament, John Mason and Kurt Schaefer have denved the followmg
charactenstlcs of a "Just and nghteous" society (See J D Mason and K C Schaefer, "The Bible, the State
and the Economy A Framework for AnalySIS" Chnstlan Scholar's ReView 201 (1990) 45-64)
a A speCial concern for those m need because of circumstances beyond their control
b ProtectIOn of the freedom and economic ViabilIty of the extended famIly from economic adverSity or

SOCial and polItical arbltranness
c An emphaSIS upon the Importance of work
d Hononng contracts and commitments
e The creatIOn of wealth - that IS, the promotIOn of economic conditions that encourage more Jobs and

higher mcomes

What should be the relative role of busmess, government and CIVil society m fulfIllIng these goals?

2 NIKE IS one company that has been m the spotlIght for ItS overseas operatIOns IndoneSia IS one of the
counties m which It employs a large number of people NIKE had been under great pressure to Improve
salanes and workmg conditIOns However, With the drastiC changes m the IndoneSian economy, as well of
the economies m other ASian nations, demand IS down and NIKE IS c10smg some of ItS factones

What do you thmk wIll happen there and m Similar SituatIOns? WIll conditions Improve? Will the lack of
demand push salanes and conditions lower? What effect would CivIl society have?

3 There are frequent stones m the mamstream busmess and economics penodlcals (e g The Wall Street
Journal, Busmess~, lliEconomist and Fortune) that revolve around the relatIOnship among the bUSI­
ness sector, the government and CivIl society PnvatIzatlOn IS a common theme, as IS enterpnse develop­
ment among the poor Fmd an article related to one of these themes and determme If CIVil society had a
role m the Situation or the solutIOn
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lll)We are to care for creatiOn the way the Creator ongmally mtended (Rom 819-23)
Iv)God's own testimony of what It means to "do good" IS the glvmg and sustammg of lIfe on earth

(Acts 1417)
d The earth IS the Lord's (Ex 929, Deut 10 14, Neh 96, I Sam 28, Psalm 24 1-2, 47 7,902, I Cor 1026)

and It IS the Lord who holds us accountable for our treatment and use of all creation
I) We are tenants and caretakers, not owners, of God's earth, commissioned by God to be ItS stew­

ards and trustees (Gen 215, Lev 2523-24)
n) God IS transcendent to, yet mvolved m, creatiOn (prov 822-31)
m) God's earthly Immanence (Gen 1-3, Job 384-12,41,391-2,5, 19-20,26-7, Psalm 104, 146, 147)

(1) We are responsible for correctmg our negative Impacts God Judged the people of Israel
because of their disregard for canng about God's creation or mamtammg God's Justice (lsa 58-17)

(2) The future Judgment of humamty wIll mclude how the earth was used and treated (Rev 11 18)
5 The hope offered by the Hebrew prophets IS rooted m a future messlamc kmgdom where creatiOn wIll

receive the benefIts of salvation (lsa 556-13 [compare With Isa 244-6], Hosea 216-23)
a ThiS future kmgdom IS charactenzed by people and nature lIvmg together m peace and harmony

(lsa 11 1-10)
b The hope of salvation comes from God's love for creatiOn (John 316-17)
c We are called by God to Jom Chnst m thiS redemptive process which mcludes all of creation (Col 121-23)
d Paul wntes of a plan deSigned by the Creator to gather everythmg together m Chnst, everythmg m

heaven and on earth, and that m Chnst those who have been faithful m their entrusted stewardship
Will receive an mhentance which mcludes the earth Able to be entrusted With the admmlstratlon of
God's mtended plans and actiVities, the steward has been commissiOned by God to responsibly work
out and oversee thiS creatiOn-directed plan of salvatIOn, a plan rooted m the message and millIstry
of reconCIlIation (I Cor 4 1-2, II Cor 5 17-20, Eph 1 9-11, I Peter 4 10)

e Isaiah wrote of the destructive capacity of our technologies, espeCially those mtended to be used m
war when he wrote, "beat swords mto plowshares" (24) The people of God were to take the "gad
gets" of war and transform them from technologies which were environmentally and SOCial destruc­
tive and mto tools for cultivation and peace which would benefit society and creatIOn Take elements
that formerly degraded or destroyed nature and now use those technologies to carefully manage and
serve natural and human processes We have no less a challenge today to perform Similar actiVities
With all the pieces of "advanced" weaponry available to make war as stewards of God's earth and
people commissioned to be makers of God's peace We are called to transform the technologies that
seek to control our lIves mto tools that can be used to help sustam lIfe on earth
All of creation contmues to suffer and eagerly awaits the revealIng of God's chIldren who Will work to
set thmgs nght (Rom 819-21)

The term "stewardship" relates to the responsible admmlstratlOn of matenal prOVISIOns and resources In
order to be conSidered a "steward of God" a person must be found to be faithful m what he or she has
received as a trusteeship from the Creator (Luke 1242-48 161-31) Jesus teaches about stewardship and Its
ImplIcatIOns m a number of stones and parables

• The prudent manager (Luke 1242-48)
• The story of the unjust and mlsmanagmg steward (Luke 16 1-31)
• The Kmgdom of Heaven IS portrayed m the relatIOnship between a vmeyard, a landowner and laborers

(Matt 20 1-16)

• Stewardship ImplIes contentment and bemg fulfilled It IS pOSSible to lIve well With God, With each
other and With the land (psalm 373,29, Matt 55 I Tim 66-9)

Previous Pages!lank ~Q.-"-;tD
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Stewardship from a blbhcal perspective suggests not only the everydayness of housekeepmg wlthm our
homes, commUnIties and cities, but extends to the breadth of our larger home - the whole created earth
Human stewardship of creatIOn mdlcates that we are sImultaneously Interdependent wIth and unIque to the
rest of creatIOn LIke the rest of hfe on earth we depend upon water, hght aIr and nourIshment We cannot
hve wIthout these elements LikeWIse, everythmg that IS biotic depends on the same sources of energy to go
throughout ItS hfe cycle In thiS way we are Inter-related with and Inter-dependent on all other hfe forms m
the fragile ecosystems of earth ThIS pomts to the UnIqueness of our place In Earth's ecosystem for we are
commissIOned by the Creator to care for ItS nurture and are entrusted to tend to ItS ongOing, hfe-giVIng

cycles What we call "ownershIp" (whether referring to property, our home or objects of SIgnIfIcance) IS real­

ly stewardshIp of some httle bIt of God's creatIon which has been entrusted to us by the Creator

We have received a covenantal trusteeship from the Creator as responsible keepers of the earth to faith­
fully care for and partiCIpate In the complex workIngs of creatIOn on behalf of ItS rIghtful land-Lord God
promises that as people fulfIll thiS covenant by maIntammg a rIght relationship wIth the Creator and creatIOn
then they Will hve well on and with the earth even In the largest most densely populated and culturally het­
erogeneous settmg, our CItIes ThIS place we call "home" IS In desperate need of being managed well



GLOBALIZATION, HUMAN RIGHTS AND CIVIL SOCIETY
Mark R Amstutz, John E Charalambakls and Norman J Ewert

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

General Learmng ObJecbves Upon completion of this module, students should develop an understandmg of
the relationship between civil society m global economic relations mcludmg trade, fmance and governance

Specific Learnmg ObJecbves Students will

• Explore how the global commumty has become mcreasmgly mterdependent

• DIscuss how this growmg mterdependence has affected the welfare of different groups m society

• Gam mSlghts mto the tensIOns between forces of efficiency m the marketplace and pnnclples of human
dlgmty

• Understand the Impact of CivIl society on globalIzation

• Be able to categonze the mstltutlons that mfluence transnatIOnal relations

BIBLICAL FRAMEWORK FOR DISCUSSION

For further diScussion, please see Items relatmg to trade, economics and government relations under
Modules 1 and 2

ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1 Is there an mherent tensIOn between globalizatIOn and CIVil SOCIety? Are there potential ways of reducmg
such tensIOns?

2 What mstltutlonal developments can best further the development of CIVil SOCIety?
3 Lawrence, referrmg to regulatory differences states that m "a fundamental sense, cross-border trade IS

valuable because the playmg field IS not level" Should natIOns attempt to become homogenous m major
SOCial and cultural respects?
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4 Human nghts have become an Important force m global events Do you thmk this regIme WIll contmue to
strengthen? How wIll human nghts mfluence globalIzatIon m the next several decades?

5 Can CIVIl society make the results of globalIzation more eqUItable? If so, how?



COMMUNITY BUILDING: A KEY TO CIVIL SOCIETY
Robert T Weaver, Ronald P Mahurm, and Donald J Isaac

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

General Learmng Objective Upon completion of this module, students should understand the Importance
of commumty to sustamable development

Specific Learnmg Objectives Students wIll

• Understand the Importance of social capital wlthm the context of bmldmg commumty

• Explore the compleXIties of commumty bmldmg wlthm the context of confhctmg goals, confhctmg values,
vanous tensIOns (racial, ethmc, rehglOus, etc) and lImited resources, to suggest only a few Issues

• DIscuss the development and use of cntena to assess the level of social capital eXlstmg m a commumty

• Understand what government and busmess can and cannot do relative to developmg social capital and
bmldmg commumty

• Understand the role of nongovernmental orgamzatlOns and other civIl society actors m buIldmg commu­
mty through the promotion of social capital

ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION QUESTION

In the followmg quotatIOn, Mangawaldl suggests that commumty does not eXist, and that ChnstIans can only
meanmgful change only at the mdlvlduallevel Do you agree or disagree? Why or why not?

The renewal of society begms with renewal of mdIViduals who pass from death to llfe from unnghteous­
ness to nghteousness It is a modem folly to assume that the key to the economiC prospenty of a society
depends primarily on itS collectIVe programs or cooperatIVes ThiS misgUided bellef moves even

Christians to spend their energies m trymg to work exclusIVely for commumty orgamzatlOn or commum

ty development The fact is that very often no entity called commumty (mtentional bondmg m an orga

mzed socwl structure) eXists m a gIVen SituatIOn What eXist as socwl realities are indIViduals, familles,

and castes A reform movement which seeks to go to the roots must therefore go to the mdlViduals and

familles Righteousness is the personal dimenSIOn ofmoral law, jUstice is itS societal expressiOn

(Vlshal Mangalwadl, Truth and Social Reform, 3rd ed (London Spire, 1996) 78-79)
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EXERCISES

Frogtown

ThIS case study (page 126) puts the reader mto the center of a real communIty m the UnIted States WhICh has
worked hard to rebUIld through grassroots empowerment Enough mformatIOn IS gIven about the "before"
and "after" Frogtown to enable students to frame an actIOn plan to mclude Issues such as what addItIonal
mformatlon must be obtamed? How might It be obtamed? How wIll communIty residents become mvolved

m the process? How can they be motivated to do so? What Will encourage them to cross racial/ethmc bound­
anes?

ASSIgnment
1 Prepare a plan for assessmg the needs of the Frogtown communIty What mdicators would you use to mea­

sure the needs of Frogtown? How would you determme how slgmfIcant the needs are? Be specIfic
2 Once needs are assessed, diSCUSS methods for addressmg these needs Be sure your suggestIOns are

placed wlthm the context of cIvIl SOCIety
3 What specIfIc actIOns should be taken to assure social capital formatIon wlthm the Frogtown communIty?
4 What types of orgamzatIOns mIght you form wlthm the communIty? Descnbe them' What WIll be their

purpose? TheIr makeup? How long wIll they last? Who WIll staff these organIZatIOns?
5 How would you recreate CIVIl SOCIety m Frogtown? Develop the rudiments of a comprehenSIve commum­

ty actIOn plan

The CreatIOn ofa Settmg· UN/BUTZ m Space

ThIS exerCIse IS part case study and part role-play While It can be done In an hour, It IS best conducted over
a longer penod of tIme such as a quarter or semester The aim of UNIBUTZ IS to give people the opportum­
ty to "bUIld" a communIty, to engage m Intra-team dISCUSSion as to the best way to achieve their deSign task,
to engage In mter-team diSCUSSIOn as conflIcts over method or goals must be resolved, and to get a "feel" for
the process of gIve and take With ItS attendant frustratIOns FInally, the partiCIpants can 'see' the commu­
mty take shape as they and their teams work together to form thiS umque commumty

The group should be diVided Into eight teams, With each team either choosmg or beIng aSSigned one of
the deSIgn tasks The teams are then Instructed to concentrate on the conceptual Issues mvolved rather than
the operatIOnal ones In other words, the "educatIOn process" team should concentrate less on how many
teachers there should be, etc, and more on the meanmg of educatIOn, methods for delIvery, etc Those
deslgnmg economic structures must deCide If there IS m fact scarcity on UNIBUTZ, and If so, what resources
are scarce If scarcity does not eXist, then the economic system we use may not be appropnate ThiS type
of thInkIng fIts for all of the deSIgn tasks m bUIldmg the commumty

Teams need time to meet together to begm strategIzmg and formmg goals Penodlcally a member of each
team should meet as a group to share goals and methods WIth each other They then return to theIr groups
WIth thIS new mformatIOn and begIn re-thmkmg theIr own deSIgn m lIght of what others are dOIng ThIS
process contmues untIl negotiated settlements allow for the new commumty to functIOn effectively
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Community Assessment

This goal of this exercise IS to get students thmkmg about how social capital IS created and how we can tell
If It eXists and at what level As students thmk about the question of what a model commumty might be hke,
they wIll undoubtedly begm to explore Issues of qualIty of Ide and the values that enhance that hfe
Encourage them to thmk broadly about all facets of hfe and hvehhood m the commumtles they know What
factors might be consistent among all commumtIes? Which wlll differ and why?

Questions number 1 and 2 In the exercise are deSigned to help ehclt these value responses that wIll help
students focus on a model [Note When we have used thiS exercise m class, students have developed a
matrIX that hsts social values and their mdlcators (trust, partiCipatIOn, prIde, etc) on one axiS and varIOUS
SOCial mstltutIons on the other (the pohce, education system, health system, government, etc) ThiS matrIX
then allows them to rank the levels of each value or mdlcator present m the commumty they VISit] The next
step IS to have students VISit vanous "commumtIes" and talk With several citizens to ascertam how they feel
about their commumty (or what level of SOCial capital presently eXists) Students should be challenged to
VISit "commumtIes" they are not famlhar With and to try and speak With a Wide range of people who can rep­
resent those commumtIes

Once students return With their completed matrIX or other measurement tool, they wlll have the oppor­
tumty to note slmIlantles and differences among their "commumtIes" ThiS can prOVide valuable mSlghts
mto how and why SOCial capital contnbutes to commumty bmldmg and, potentially, economic development
It may also give students concrete examples of those types of clvll society actors and actiVities that can help
create greater levels of SOCial capital, and thus help strengthen commumtIes The goal IS not to assess the
community Itself, but rather to senSitize the pavhc'paBts-to the Ideas of SOCial capital and CivIl society by
attemptmg to apply a model to a commumty


