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The International Law Institute (ILI) has completed the fourth in a series of USAID-sponsored 
seminars on Negotiating International Trade Agreemends for government officials and private 
sector executives in the Central Asian republics of the former Soviet Union. The seminar, held 
March 25-29 in Ashgabat, Turkmenistan, follows three two-week seminars in Kazakhstan 
(October 24-November 4, 1994), Kyrgyzstan (November 8-1 8, 1994), and Uzbekistan (February 
14-25, 1995). Certificates of completion were awarded to 53 participants. 

The ILI considers the latest seminar in Turkmenistan to have been the most successful, in terms 
not only of the large number of participants, but also the level of enthusiasm and interest shown 
by those who attended. Several factors contributed to this success: the excellent cooperative 
efforts of our contact at the Mejlis (the legislative body) of Turkmenistan, Mr. Vladimir 
Kadyrov; the provision of an excellent conference room at the Academy of Sciences; high- 
quality lecturers; and the detailed and numerous materials translated into Russian and distributed 
to the participants. The fact that this seminar lasted only one week rather than two seemed to 
hold the attention of the participants more effectively . Also, whereas the previous seminars 
focused on international trade policy, this seminar also featured segments on trade transactions, 
making the program more practical in nature and of more interest to the participants (who saw 
that what they were learning could be applied in their day to day work). 

Participants in the seminar came from a wide range of government and private sector institutions. 
They are heads of departments or specialists at the Ministry of Trade and Natural Resources, 
Ministry of Economy and Finance, Ministry of Foreign Economic Relations, Ministry of Justice 
and Ministry of Oil and Gas. Several advisors at the Cabinet of Ministers and Mejlis deputies 
were in attendance. Banks were also represented, with officials from the International Stock 
Bank of Turkmenistan for Reconstruction and Development of Entrepreneurship and 
Vnesheconombank (foreign economic bank) of Turkmenistan. Several representatives of small 
private firms hoping to conduct business internationally also attended. A complete participant 
list is attached to this report. 

The first half of the seminar was delivered by Mr. David Oliver, an attorney with the Washington 
firm Weil, Gotshal and Manges. His lecture topics, focusing on trade policy, included an 
overview of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) and its successor, the World 
Trade Organization (WTO). He spoke about the process of accession to the WTO, indicating 
what changes Turkmenistan might have to make in order to become a member, and what special 
exceptions or exemptions may be granted to the country as a transitional economy. He also 
touched on several agreements within the WTO, such as those on agriculture, textiles, intellectual 
property and dispute resolution. His sessions concluded with a discussion of regional trade 
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agreements, including the European Union and the North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA), and of bilateral investment treaties. 

Allen Shinn, ILI's Director of Legal Studies, delivered the trade transactions portion of the 
seminar. In two and a half days, Mr. Shim explained the elements of the documentary sales 
transaction in an international context, discussing contract formation, the U.N. Convention on 
International Sale of Goods, letters of credit and other payment mechanisms, transportation 
contracts, bills of lading, INCOTERMS, various problems of contract execution, and dispute 
resolution. Participants were provided with Russian-language materials covering all these 
matters, including Russian editions of the International Chamber of Commerce publications on 
letters of credit and INCOTERMS. 

The seminar was simultaneously interpreted into Russian by Catherine Boyle, who has worked 
with the ILI on numeous projects, including the three previous Trade Agreements seminars, as 
well as a series of World Bank financed seminars in nine Russian cities June-August, 1995. 

The ILI is confident that it has successfully accomplished the goals established at the beginning 
of the project: to introduce government officials and private sector executives in Central Asia to 
the multilateral trading system, to help them understand the benefits of free trade and adherence 
to principles such as the protection of intellectual property rights, to set the region on the path to 
integration into the WTO and other international regimes, and, on a more practical level, to 
introduce them to the nuts and bolts of international business transactions. We expect that this 
project is only the beginning of our work in Central Asia. 
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