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T he Mozamb.ican civil ,,:ar. was infamous f~)r it~ vi~lence

and brutalIty. One millIon of MozambIque s sIxteen
million inhabitants were victims of the war. Most of the casu
alties were civilians. Five and a half million people were
forced to leave their villages to seek refuge in towns, cities
and neighboring countries (Malawi, Zimbabwe, Swaziland,
South Africa, Zambia and Tanzania). In addition, over
250,000 children are thought to have been separated from
their families by the war.

In 1985, the Mozambican Government announced a policy
for the provision of assistance to children affected by the
war. The policy emphasized community involvement and
assigned priority to the reintegration of unaccompanied
children in their families and communities.

However, only in 1988, was a program for Documentation,
Tracing and Reunification (DTR) established by the former
National Directorate for Social Welfare (which later
changed its name to the State Secretariate for Social
Welfare, and is now the Ministry for the Coordination of
Social Welfare), the Ministries of Health and Education,
international agencies and non-governmental organiza
tions. DTR was one of the most important instruments for
implementing the government's policy for providing assist
ance to children separated from their families by the war.

In order to assist the Social Welfare Directorate in this
initiative, Save the Children Federation, through its Chil
dren and War (C&W) Project, agreed to help with the
expansion of DTR in seven of Mozambique's eleven prov
inces (Cabo Delgado, Nampula, Tete, Sofala, Gaza,
Maputo-Province and Maputo-City), as well as in the
refugee camps in Malawi and Zimbabwe.

From the start, the Children and War Project's activities
were designed to complement local community and family
efforts to promote their children's social integration. This
approach allowed Save the Children to contribute directily
to the reintegration of over 12,000 unaccompained children
and helped make possible the spontaneous reunification of
thousands of others between 1988 and 1995.

Over the years, the Children and War Project has received
generous funding from the United States Agency for Inter
national Development (USAID), the Bernard Van Leer
Foundation and the Oak Foundation.

U rn dos aspectos que tornou tristemente celebre a
guerra civil em Moc,;ambique foi, sem dIivida. 0

canicter violento e brutal das suas acc,;oes. Num pais com
aproximadamente dezasseis milhoes de habitantes, estima
-se em urn milhao 0 nIimero de vitimas da guerra, a maioria
das quais civis. Cerca de cinco milhoes e meio de pessoas
foram forc,;adas a abandonar as suas aldeias e a procurar
abrigo em lugares mais seguros. nomeadamente nas capitais
distritais. na periferia das grandes urbes e ainda nos paises
vizinhos (Malawi, Zimbabwe, Suazilandia, Africa do SuI,
Zambia e Tanzania). Adicionalmente. cre-se que mais de
250.000 crianc,;as tenham sido forc,;adas a separar-se das
suas familias ou se tornado orfas em resultado do conflito
armado.

Em face do problema das crianc,;as afectadas pela guerra, 0

Governo de Moc,;ambique definiu, em 1985, a politica de
"atendimento a crianc,;a em situac,;ao dificil" que se baseia
no recurso acomunidade, priorizando a reintegrac,;ao da
crianc,;a nao-acompanhada na familia e na comunidade.

Entretanto, apenas em 1988, a entao Direcc,;ao Nacional da
Acc,;ao Social. DNAS (posteriormente Secretaria de Estado
da Acc,;ao Social, SEAS, e hoje Ministerio de Coordenacao
da Acc,;ao Social, MICAS), em coordenac,;ao com os
Ministerios da SaIide e da Educac,;ao e com agencias e
organizac,;oes nao-governamentais internacionais, delineou 0

Programa de Localizac,;ao e Reunificac,;ao Familiar (PLRF),
urn dos mais importantes instrumentos de operacionaliza 
c,;ao da referida politica, e que visa prestar uma assistencia
adequada a c~ianc,;a separada da familia pela guerra.

Com vista a apoiar a DNAS nesta sua iniciativa, a
Federac,;ao Save the Children, atraves do seu Projecto
Crianc,;as e Guerra (PCG), comprometeu-se a prestar
assistencia na expansao do PLRF em sete das onze
provincias de Moc,;ambique (Cabo Delgado, Nampula, Tete,
Sofala, Gaza, Maputo-Provincia e Maputo-Cidade) bern
como nos campos de refugiados moc,;ambicanos no Malawi e
no Zimbabwe.

Definindo a sua acc,;ao como complementar as respostas que
as familias, no contexto das suas comunidades, encontram
para garantir a reintegrac,;ao social das suas crianc,;as, 0

Projecto Crianc,;as e Guerra contribuiu, de 1988 a 1995,
para a reunificac,;ao familiar de mais de 12.000 crianc;as
nao-acompanhadas e apoia, de forma multifacetada, 0

processo de reintegrac,;ao social de milhares de outras
crianc,;as reunificadas espontanearnente.

Ao longo da sua existencia, 0 Projecto Crianc,;a e Guerra
teve como financiadores a USAID (Agencia Norte-Ameri
cana para 0 Desenvolvimento Internacional), a Fundac,;ao
Bernard Van Leer e a OAK Foundation.
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Alfredo A. T., 16, was kidnapped in 1991 in Chibuto District andfought in the war for 3 years. He now lives with his mother and only
learned of his father s death when reunited with his family.

Alfredo A. T., 16 anos, raptado em 1991, no distrito do Chibuto, combateu durante 3 anos. Vive hoje com a mae e s6 tomou conhecimento d,
morte do pai por altura da reunificarrao familiar.
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\\Iwil the \\ar ('cItlW 10 all ('II<I. [Ill' 111111"1' thall fi\ (' Illillioll \!ozalllhiealls who had Ilpd 10 safelY ill lilt-' outskirts of cities anti

100\I1s. or in npighhorillg ('ounlrit,s. wtllrlwd to Iheir IH1I1WS. \\ hit,h had ont'p I)("pn hattJt>fit'lds. It is ill t1lt-'SP \pry sanlt'

places. \dlt-'re Ihousands of ehildl"l'n \\('1"1' kidnapped: where sdlOol". lwalLh ('(>nlprs. 11IIus(Os and slort's were rohlH'd and

destr()\ed: and whew ()\er a Illillioll \!ozalllhit'alls !Illoslh ('i,i1ian,.;) \\el'(' lllun!"r('(1. lhat falllilie" 1I0W han° [0 Iwal tilt'

\\ountls of lilt' hrulal war.



lllla \ 1'1 Iprlllillillio 0 ('ollflilll arlllado, Il~ Illai~ dl' l,iIlC() Illilhik,.. dp IllO(,'illll!,il'''110,.. qlll' Ilil\ iillil prtwllrildo rt'illgio l'lll lugan'~

mai,.. "'I'gum'" Illil !It'rifl'ria da,.; gralldt'~ urlH'~, II"'" ",,'dl'''' do,.. di"lrilo,.. ou Illb p"i",'", \i/illl](l~1 fllr"m rl'grl'~~"lldo il" ,..lIa,.. It'ITa,...

fllitrora f'I'lliirio,.. dl" glWlTil. (: t'xadalllt'lllt' 1lI''''"I'''' Ilwai,.;. 11Iltll~ lllilh"n'''' dl' ITi"llt,'''~ j'orillil r"p(illl",..; Ililde I'",,'ola"" Jl0,.;lo,.. dl'

~ill'ldt,. n'"idt~l\('ia,.. t' Inia,.; lill'alll "'"qlll'"d,,~ t' 'jlwim"da,.. I' (JIldl' Illai,.. dp lllll IllilhilO til' 11l(1(:illlllli('''IIO~. (,i\ i~ IHI ,..ua Illilillriil.

fllralll i\.~"i\.~,.;illatlo,.;.qllt' d"; falllilia,.; 1{'111 tit· ('111'''1' ,\.~ IITitld,.. tit' lilltd "IIt'IT,1 Imllal,



One of the most serious difficulties faced by Sav!' the Children was gaining access to the areas of the country that had been mo

affected by the war. and where the numher of children separated from their families was the greatest. For many years. C&W sl<!

had to use small airplanes and helicopters to tran'l to the sites wher!' they n>gistered unaccompanied children and located at

reunited families. :\lthough this process was difficult and ('o,.;tly, it enahled thousand,.; of children to be reunited \lith tht,

families. Even after the end of the \\ar, road access to these areas remains difficult because millions of land mines are sti

buried throughout the countrv.

The process of locating and reuniting fami 1iI'S ('onsist,.; of ,.;ix ,.;tage,.;, namely: ( I) identification of the child separated from hi

her familv: (2) registration of tilt' child',.; biographical information and til(' taking of a Polaroid photo: (3) ,.;earching for mem])('

of the child's familY through diss('minalion of information by poster,.;. radio and circulation of the (·hildren',.; information ,.;I]('e

to thousands of DTR's collaborators: (~) OIH'P tilt' family has I)('en located, confirmation hy the child and his/I]('r family lhat tht

wish to he reunited: (.5) family rpunion: (6) follOW-lip through home visits and other at'livities aimed at facilitating the proce

of reintegration of the child into the familv and the ('ommunitv.



Ap6s ler l'il'ido flOI'e a/lOS sepaTilda da jillll{!ia. Jlaria/ll' ./. M.. 14 (lfIOS. re('/l('o/lITil ajilm{!ia. !-,TIl\,(J,1 (lOS esji)r('os I'O/Ilbifllllios do peG e

das redes de mlnT/llirios do PLRF

Urna das maiores dificuldades enfrentadas pelo PCG foi 0 acesso as zonas mais afectadas pela guerra. isto e, aos locais onde 0

risco de as crian~as se separarem da famIlia devido a guerra era maior. Durante anos. 0 PCG teve de reeorrer ao uso de avionetas
e helic6pteros para registar crian~as nao-acompanhadas, fazer a procura e a reunifica~ao familiar, 0 que embora tenha sido

extremamente oneroso. permitiu que milhares de crianc;as reencontrassem os seus pais. Mesmo depois de a guerra tel' cessado.
o acesso pOI' via rodoviaria continuou a ser difleiL devido aos milh6es de minas que se encontram plantadas urn poueo por toda

a parte.

o processo de Localizat;3.o e Reunifieac;3.o Familiar ecomposto de seis etapas ou fases. nomeadamente: (1) a identifieac;ao da
crianc;a nao-acompanhada. separada da famIlia pela guerra: (2) 0 registo dos dados biograficos acompanhado de uma fotografia
Polaroid da crianc;a; (3) a procura dos membros da famIlia da crianc;a, atraves da dissemina~aode informac;ao por cartazes.
radio, jornal ou da circulat;3.o de c6pias das fichas pelos milhares de colaboradores do PLRF; (4) uma vez localizada a famIlia.
a confirmac;ao junto da crianc;a e da famIlia de que ambas as partes se desejam reunir: (5) a reunifica<;ao familiar. i.e .. 0

reencontro da familia e da crianc;a e (6) 0 acompanhamento poskrior atraves de visitas domiciliarias p de outras ac(;6es tendentes

a facilitar todo 0 processo de reintegra<;3.o da crianc;a na famIlia e na comunidade.



Pllrlilll riel/' ota IIf'i!!hhorhood ill Chilllllo (O{('II. naClII!! ('hildrell

and/amilies ill such "llIlnril/lhs" 11'1I.1 01/1' o!'1/1r' "//11III'I/!!I'"./f/('l'dln'

Ihe pror:ram.

Antol/io }.S.. fill ('x-child soldier. is no{(' !irin!! Irilh hisjfllT/ilr ajia

\LX lean oj sepllralioll. during Il'ilich liml' jightillg is Ihe onll

IIcliril\' he rl'ml'mhas.

\ 'isla porcilll dl' UIII hiliI'm I'll/ Chi/llIlo-Sedl'. !A)('ali::llr CriWI{'IL'

lilT/ill/a" 1111111 "Iohirilllo" como 1'.1/1' comlilui "empre urn de.mjio fifll

!im!!rama.

Inti5nio ./. S.. ex-criaf{('a-,wldfllio. ril'l' hoie mill a .Iilm{!ia. a!Ji5s

II/lOS de s('!lIlra('r/o. duranll' os (!ulli" cOIlilillterjfii a linicII IIcliridflllf

I{UI' SI' recordll.



III onlpr to pxpalld tilt' rpunification program. llw
ChildrPII and \Var Projpcl empha:iizpd tlw e:itab

Ii:illtlwnt of COllltllUllitv group:i of voluntpers in each
npighborhood. tOlm or \i1lage to which tlw prognull
gained ,Il'('eS:i, ~ave the Children \\orkcd in dO:i(>

('ollaboratioll \\ith OH'r 10.000 \oluntpprs. I\ho
idpntifipd and wgistprP<! unaccolllpanied children.

placed tl1<'111 in :iubstituk families. located the chil
drpn·,.; familit',.; and n-'united them, The \oluntppr,.;

also ('nsurp po,.;t rpunion a:i,.;istance hv raising the

('ol1lllluniti('s awareIH-''';''; oftlw carl' needed Il\' these
dlildren or 1)\, finding ,.;olutiolls to tlw llluitiple proh
lem,.; f,l('(>d hv the children and tlwir falllilie,.;,

Rodngues\.\, HilS six III 19,'12. I('hell he I/'!IS kldllllpper!.

!I" does 110/ rl'lllf'mlwr IUJI/' old he lUIS II'hell h" r"(',,irl'd

hi,' jir,ll 1II11i!lIn IIssIpUllell!,

Rodrigu"s \.\, lillhll I) 11110.1 I'm I ()R:2. 'IW/fldo liJi

UII'/Ildo. \ ao .II' !"mlJ!'1I cOfll IIIU' idlld" l'OIl/I'\'OU 0 ,\I'll

I'lIrolrillll'lI!O 1'11/ 1I1'111idwies mi/i!lIrl'.\.

111(,\ 1(/111 ill.\,.... llillli,l{j/H(I. llj/Ii II.H.' IIIU,\1 (~l fIL'/I(II,ittJlI

.'i1l1l!0 ClI.liJl· m!l/w!o 'IIIIIIN!O IIflha 10 alios I' sl'rrili

I '011 iii (,(!IIi/iIl!"II/" durllll!1' (I"a!ro WIliS. HoiI'. ('0171 d"::;lIs,'I'IS

lillO,'. rlu' ('(JIll 0 Ill'll. (1/1(' lI!i/i:;1I II mllior pllr!e dll .11111

rl'jim/III Illlm ('IIS!l'lir os I's!/I(los do I/e!o.

COIll \i,.;ta it pXIJaIJ,.;o1o do pun: 0 Projecto Crian<;a,.;

t' CUPlTa priorizou 0 p,.;talwlt'cinwllto de grupo,.;
l'omunitiirio:i dp \oluntiirios ern cada bairro. vila

ou aldeia a que 0 programa ia tendo acesso. Hoje.
opec ('olabora com mai,.; de dez mil vo!untarios.

orgallizado:i ('m grupos ('omunitarios quP se
t'I1l'wTPgam de ident ificar e registar lTian(;a,.; no1O

'j('ompallhada:i. providpllciar a aCOmOdal;o1O Pill

famflia,.; ,.;ub,.;tituta,.;. localizar P rpunificar familias

e ainda dp as:ipgurar a a";:iisti"ncia pll:i-reunifical,:01o.
,.;en,.;ibilizando a ('omunidad(~ para os cuidado,.; a

di:ilwnsar a p,.;te tipo de crianl,:a:i ou encontrando
n>spo,.;tas para os I1Iliitiplo:i problema:i quP (>:i:ias
lTian(,:as e rps\wctiva:i famflias pnfrentam.





"llnlS scared In' thp nu!se o(tl/(' door Iwillgfilrl'ed open alld I wokp

lI!' hlirriprlil. along with the rest oilln famiil. Thp attackers took

all o(thefiwd thllt Ims ill the hOllse anrl/ilrl'('(lmp.nn' parellts and

III.' si,~ter to ClinT the "tolen guur!.~ un ullr hear!.1 durillg 1I long tll'U

(lin march. III captiritL III.' .fiilher INIS used fin target practicc

durillg the final tests or the rOllng hon Iwillg trailled. /1:/\ mothpr

was releaspd hecausp she was pregnllnt and of little liSP tu our

captors, iVou' mr maill !)rlOrities are tu rebuild IIn.lillllilr's hUllSI'.

hel!, Tnlmother ill thef/pld andf/lld Tnl si"tn: OlllY a/ier thp pl/(I

or the Imr in Octohn: I !.)():l. 1/'as I alile 10 rejoill nn'fiunih."

"0 harull/() da porta a scr arromhada fi,:; com !fl/(' acorddssemos

sohre.l.\n!tados. Os assaltalltes (/fwdprarrllll-sP da comida que

t(n!/(l/nos I' ohrip'aram os meus !)(/i.,. a minhl/ irll/rl I' a mim a

calTeganllos os !Jmdwos /la c(I!)e\'a I/O longo dp ZlTlla eamillhada de

dois r/ias. /\0 catil'eim. 0 meu pl/i serriu de all'U durallte os testes

.fi/wis de )01'ens (!lIe estamm a .IN treinados. :I millllO mile Joi

lilwrtada por estar grril'ida I' spr de pouca utilidadp. Sli op(is 0 Amrdo

Geral de Pa:; (Ownhm de 19(2) eque pudejulliar-me nommente d
filI7dlia. Re(,()/lStTllir a 'wssa casa. r~jlldar a mae //(/ machamba I'

I()('ali:;ar a millllO irma SrlO para mim as maiores priorid(/de,~ ric

momento, "

Family rpunific<ltion not only brings back togetllPr family mem

bers who were once separated. it also constitutes an answpr

to the problems of social. cultural and family idpntity facpd

hy the children. and it is the start of the complt'x prolTSS of

reintt'f!:ration into the fall1il~' and communit~. According to

local practices. the childrpn art' submitted to traditional ritu

als and cerpmltllips in order to tn-'at emotional problems.

Through these cpremonies. an('pstors arp thankpd and praised

for haying protpcted and enablpd tht, childrpn to rPlurn home.

Tht' an('pstors an' also askpd to purify and forgi\<' tIlt' chil

dn'n for tllP wrongs ('ommittpd during their ahselH'p. to calm

their spirits and purify their familip"" Al the sanw tillH'. tl1l'

children art' introdw,t'd to tlw Ipadpr,., oftlw \illage IIho 111"1

COlllt' them and promi,.,(' 10 help tilt' family.

A reunifica<,:ilo familiar. para alem de promover 0 reencontro

de mpmbros da hUllllia. constitui uma resposta para 0 problema

da identidade familiar. social e cultural enfrentado pela crianr;~a

nilo-acompanhada p P 0 "abrir-dp-portas" para um processo

l'omp!exo dp rt'illsen,:ilo na famflia p na comunidade. Dp acordo

('om as pratil'as 100'ai,.,. as crialH,:as rpunificadas silo subnwtid<ls

a rituais t' ct't'im6nia,., tradicionais. como forma de prpvpnir

Oll n'soln"r problpma,., pml)('ionai,.,. Durantp essas cprim6nias.

a,gradpl'('-"'l~ ao,., anlPpas,.,ados pOI' a,; tprem protegido e

permitido que rpgrpssasspm a casa. para iliba-I<ls dos maus

a('(os praticados durantp a separat:ilo. para acalmar p exorcizar

Cl" e"'pfritos das dtima,.,. pvitando que a famflia e a comunidadp

sl'jam ··polufda"'-·. Ao mpsmo lPmpo. as crianr;~a,., sao

aprp,.,pnladas ao,; Ifderes cia aldpia. quP IIw,., dao a.>; boas

-yinda,., t' ,.,(' ('Olnpl'Olllptpm a ajudar a famIlia.

J J



I n implementing the Documentation, Tracing and
Reunification Program, the Children and War Project

recognized that families and communities respond to
adversity by adapting to the situations they face and by
using the means at their disposal to find solutions.

According to local values and practices, unaccompanied
children must be accommodated in substitute families while
their relatives are being traced. Once relatives are located,
the child is reunited with them. However, the children
continue to benefit from the assistance and protection of

their substitute families.

Nelita S. D., was kidnapped when she was 11. She escaped from
captivity where she had been forced to serve as a soldiers wife for a
year - between the ages of13/14 - during which time she became
pregnant. She was taken in by afamily in Manjacaze - and later
suffered the still-birth ofher child. Save the Children located her
parents in Chongoene - Xai-Xai district. Nelita'sfamily decided
that she could only move in with them, after a house purijication
ceremony (Ku-tchinga tindzaka) was held. This ceremony is
normally only held when a member ofthefamily passes away.
Until the ceremony has occured no member ofthe family must
engdge in sexual activity. During the ceremony, Nelita was visited
on many occasions by her parents, and since the reunijication both
families (biological and substitute) have exchanged regular visits.

Thus, it is crucial that family values be respected, to avoid
conflicts which could cause people to become hostile
towards the reintegration program, and more importantly,
threaten the success of local initiatives.

In carrying out its work, Save the Children learned that
adults are also greatly affected by separation from their

children.

Francisco G., had always lived in Dzimbene, Bilene District, until
the village was attacked in 19~6. After his wife had been raped
repeatedly, she was killed that night along with two ofhis three
sons. Francisco escaped, but his youngest son was kidnapped.
Francisco and other survivors from the village moved to an isolated
area to hide from the dangers of he war. When the cease fire was
announced in October, 1992, the villagers returned to Dzimbene.
However, Francisco stayed awayfrom the village until September,
1994, when he learned from DTR volunteers that his son had been
located. He then returned to Dzimbene to rebuild his house and to
cultivate his abandoned fields. Francisco explained that he had
refused to return earlier because he had consiaeted himself to be a
"nguendza", which means in Xangana (the local language) a
person who lives alone with no responsibilities, and that he had
though that it was not right for such a person to live in the village.

Compreender que as familias e suas respectivas
comunidades procuram sempre formas de se

adaptarem as adversidades e de responderem, com base
nos meios de que disp5em, aos mais variados problemas
que enfrentam, constitui 0 esteio da participa~aodo
Projecto Crianvas e Guerra na implementavao do PLRF.

De acordo com os valores e pniticas locais, as crian~as

perdidas ou nao-acompanhadas devem ser acomodadas em
familias substitutas, enquanto os seus pais sao
procurados. Quando os familiares da crian~a sao
localizados, a crian~a reune-se aos seus familiares
biologicos, e continua, entretanto, a beneficiar do apoio e
protec~ao da familia substituta:

Nelita S. D. foi raptada quando tinha 11 anos de idade.
Conseguiu escapar do cativeiro, onde havia sido fon;ada a viver
maritalmente com um militar durante um ano - Ms 13 aos 14
anos de idade - e de quemficou grdvida. Foi acolhida por uma
famClia em Manjacaze, onde deu a luz uma crianra que nasceu
morta. a PCG entretanto localizou os pais de Nelita em
Chongoene, distrito de Xai-Xai. As fam(lias recusaram a
proposta de a reunifu:ar;iio se efectivar logo de seguida e
decidiram que Nelita so iria viver para a casa dos pais quando a
cerimonia ku tchinga tindzaka, i.e. "purijicar a casa", estivesse
terminada. Esta cerimonia e feita sempre que um membro da
fam(lia mOTTe. Antes de completada a cerimonia, ninguem da
fam(lia pode manter relar;oes sexuais. Durante 0 per(oM que
durou a cerimonia, Nelita foi vdrias vezes visitada pelos pais e
desde que ela foi reunijicada, as fam(lias (a biologica e a
substituta) visitam-se regularmente.

Respeitar os valores partilhados pelas famflias torna-se,
pois, de capital importancia e necessidade, sob 0 risco de
se criarem conflitos que podem levar 0 Programa a ser
hostilizado pelas popula~5ese, mais grave ainda, por em
perigo a resposta local para 0 problema.

E igualmente importante perceber de que forma ou ate
que ponto os adultos sao afectados pela separa~ao:

Francisco G. sempre viveu na aldeia de Dzimbene, distrito do
Bilene, ate aaltura em que a aldeiafoi atacada em 1986. A
esposa, depois de repetidamente violada, e dois dos seus tres
filhosforam assassinados nessa noite. Francisco G. eo seufilho
mais novo foram os Iinicos membros da fam(lia que sobreviveram,
mas com sortes diferentes: 0 filho foi raptaM, enquanto ele
conseguia escapar dos atacantes. Francisco G. e os outros
sobreviventes mudaram-se entiio para um local isolado, para
fugir ao perigo da guerra. Em Outubro de 1992, foi assinado 0

acordo de cessar fogo, e as pessoas comer;aram a regressar a
aldeia. Todavia, Francisco G. recusou-se a ir,ficando a viver
longe de tudo e de todos. Em Setembro de 1994, quando soube
atraves dos voluntdrios do PLRF que 0 seufilho havia sido
localizado, Francisco G. regressou aaldeia, reconstruiu a sua
casa, voltou a dedicar-se aagricultura e explicou as razoes do
seu isolamento: "niio seria correcto ele viver na aldeia, pois esta e
para gente responsdvel e niio para um "nguendza", 0 que na
Ungua changana signijica pessoa que vive so, sem
responsabilidades nem ligar;oes familiares.





Dt'spilt' tilt' \]owmbique g()\pnlllll'III'~ p,,Ji,'\ of

Ilon-institutionalization of "hildn'll. II hil'h gal I'
priorit\ to family n'llllifi('alioll or pl,I<'I'IIWllt II ilh

"ubstitult'" famili('" \\Ilt'll biologi,'al f,lIllih Ill"llI
Iwr" ,'mdd not }w foulld. orphallag,'~ alld "illlilar
('eIllt'rs IITn' for('ed illto a('('tlI11ll11ltl,llilig ,I lalp'

Illlllllwr of ('hildrell "eparalt>d fmlll Illt'ir filmili,'"
Iw('ause of till' lIar. Thi" "IWl'ifil' groull of ,'hi Idn'll
remained al 11ll' ('I>lller" onh 1"llIplirarih. 1I11lii t1lt'ir
familv ('ould Iw IO(,Jted. The ('('nt('r" fa"I'd lilt' I'hal

lenge or ('arillg for ('hildren of \t'1"\ dill''l'I'1l1 agl'''.
from infant,; and toddl,'r" to adol('''('''llh, TIlt' 11<1<'1..
ground" of Ihe dlildren also I ari('d II id(,II: "01111'

had Iwell "l'paralt'd fmm tlwir f"mili,'" lor I"""
than a mOIlt"- II hill' 01111'1''' hild 11I"'11 ",'pilrakd
from Ilwir families for ()\er 1"11 1""1'.": ,,"1111' hild
Iwell kidnaplwd Ilhill' otlwr" 11I'(',1IIW 10'" dllring
,,",]('1..,,: ."onw had IW('11 (ortun'd alld 'lIllt'r" IJild

Iwen forn'd 10 kill pt'opll'. ilwluding ill ,,"1111' ('i1"I'''
their 0\1 n pareilis or brotlwr" i11111 "1,,11'1'''.

)tj..



Emhora 0 (;11\ ('rIlO dt' \1'H;dllllli<Jllt' till'"'''' in"tituido

d politi"d d(' "uJo-iu~litlwioualizd<;JIl da niaIH;d",

<JUP prioriza a wunilit'al,'iwlamiliar"u a a"Olll()(!a(,,'iw

Cill lalllilia." "ull~t ilutel" ~"Illprl' <JUt' nilll 10""1'

PO""II('I a localiza<:JIl dll~ l'lIl1iliart·~ Ilio!(lgi"Il" da

criall(.:a. "" illlalltJri,,~, Ilrlanato,; ,. oulro,; (,(,lltJ'()"

dp a('olhillwilto dt, IIICllort'~ Illrani "hrigado." a

,wOI11odar 1lI11mlnWni (·I"lado dt' ITiallt.'a" "('par,ltla,,

da famIlia Iwla gUClT'l. TllrJlOU-"", p"i", illqwrio,,"

<JU" tai~ (,clllrll" aju"ta"';"11i II dt"Il<lil11I'nto

prol'idcll('iado ib IH'",·~"idad(·"d,' ",Hlel tTiallt."l.l'ara

o grLIpo ('''Iwt'ifico .1(' tTiallt.'a,; "l'il<lr,It!a,.. da lamllia

1)('la guprra, p,;II'" ""lItrll~ ('Oll,;titUlcllll-"C ('omo

pOlltll" dt· trtlll"lt" at<" <JII" a lalllili'l lo",;c I,,('alizdda,

\0 IlW"1ll0 tt'lllpo. illlpllllilil-~,'-Ihc,.. 0 d""alill .II'

dtt'IHlpWIll 11111 grup" ha."t'lIllt' Iwt,·rogt"lwo. ('OI11pO,,11l

pOl' (TiaIH;a" dt' kllra idad,', pOl' j()\"Il'; IlU att" pOl'

adlllc"""lIlt',... dc ,u11IH'~ II'; ",'\0,..,' ('0111 1'\lwripllcia

dp I ida ha"talltc I ari,i\cl: llllla" ~,'parada" da lamilia

hal ia IIICI](!." .It' lUll Ill('~. outra" Il,i jJ Illili" .It' dc!.

dIlO": UIlla" hmialll "id" raptada,... outra" halialll-""

!HTdido 110 Ilwill ,10" at,Hlul''': ('\i"tialll a" <JUI' halialll

"ido tort urada" (' prt,,,t'llt'iadll a Illorl,' dc IW""O,b c

outrd" 'lIlt' hm ialll "idll Illrl,'add" a a""a""illar ,wre"
humall'!.". lIalgulb ,'a"o,.. "" 11I,,'lprio,.. pdi" Oil in11ilO",
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I n manv villages. local groups of DTR volunteers han' had an important n,)lp in llIP (',reation of ('ollJunit,Y schools as a
response to a lack of access to the formal pducation svstf'm. With llIP help of tlIPsf' groups. tllP population organizl~d

itself. registered the children who did not attend school. recruiled leaclwrs and idpntifif'd sites for the schools. To complf'
ment these efforts. the Children and War Projf'ct providf'd tlw schools with matf'rials such as hooks. f'xercisf'-hooks. tf'ach
er's manuals. chalkboards. chalk. pencils and pens. C&W stall also trif'd to facilitate the formal rf'cognition of these
schools hy government authorities so that tlw pupils could he allowed to takf' offi(·ial f'xalllS and tlw schools ('ould n>('('ivf'
adequate pedagogical support.
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E m muita,; aldeias. 0'; grupos !ocai,; dp voluntario,; do PLRF tivPrillll um papel dpcisivo Ila niat;ao dp "p,;co!as
cOlllunitarias·'. que ,;e constituPlIl ('OlllO uma rp,;po,;ta ao prol>lpllw gPllPralizado dp falta dp acp,;so das crian<.:as ~l

pducac;ao formal. Com a ajuda dos grupos as popula<;ops organizam-,;p. fazem 0 levantampllto das nian\'as pm idade

escolar que nao frequentam a escola. conlactam t' rpcrutam 0'; professores e identificam 0 local onde as escolas vao
funcionar. Como forma de complplIlPlltar ps,;ps (,,;for\'o,;, 0 Projpcto Crian\'as P GuelTa. para al~m de providpnciar apoio

material. como ,;pjam livros. cadprtlos. manuais para 0'; profpssorp,;. quadros. giz. psferograficas. etc .. procUfa facilitar 0

processo de reconhecimento formal d("s,;as ('s('olas junto das autoridades ('ompelt'ntes. de forma a que os alunos sejam
submetidos aos examps oficiais e que ps,;as ('s('olas I>PIlPficiplll de Ulll cH'Olllpanhalllpnto [Jpdag6gico ade'luado.
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Imp!pnwnl a I Clrwll' ot ClcUntIes. such as
~()('ial ization cllU I Ii fp skills programs. II hich

illl'lud.> ~im:ing. dc\l)('ing. traditional games,

sports. nafts. stOl'l telling as well as inconw

gellt'rClt ing Cll'! ilit ips and locational training,

\lall\ groups also IHlld nWdings with the reu
nited families to discuss problems, seek pm;
siblp solution and mobilize assistance from the

communitl, Voluntet'r groups alOio OiUpport re
centl, reunited fClmilips by providing family
('ounOielling, and helping them to obtain iden
tification do('umpntOi. medica] aSOiiOitancp and
,;chool ('nrolment for the childrp[l. ASOiiOitanct'

iOi alOio provided in carrying out traditional cer
.~monies and rituals for the children'Oi
reintegration,

\inda corn 0 objpdivo dp apoiar aOi crian(;aOi e

fam(Jias reunificadas. v,irioOi grupoOi de

'oluntarioOi implenwntam outraOi ac\,~oPOi. taiOi
('On1O, os programaOi de Oi()('ializa\,'ao da crian\,'a.

('omplenwntares ~lOi al'lividades do dia-a-dia e

que inclut'm 0 canto. a dan\,'a. OOi jogos
tradicionaiOi, 0 desporto. 0 arteOianato. 0 ('ontar

de hiOit6rias t' as actividadt'Oi geradoraOi de
wndimento t' .It' trt'ino vocacional: reunioes

regulareOi com aOi familias reunificadaOi para Oil'
debaterem aOi dificuldades enfrentadaOi.
analiOiarem-Oie aOi so]u\,'oes possfveiOi e mobilizar

o apoio da comunidade e ainda as ac\,'oeOi de
ajuda ~b famflias em termos de aconselhamento
familiar. obten\,'ao de documentoOi peOiOioais de
identifi('a\,'ao, a('eOiSO il assiOitencia Oianitaria t'

il edw'a\,'ao t' tambpm ajuda na dectiva<.;ao das
lJe('eOiOiarias ('t'rinu'))]ias t' rituaiOi tradicionaiOi,


