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S U MM AR Y Ever since the Chinese Communists promised to make women 

equal partners ill tile rcvolLtiOll, th country has been closely watched for its 
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record ol women's status. (. ihna's acconiplish men ts are notable. After centuries 
of lg'l'lis th,'hmi,~r womenft anI 

of discrimination atgai nst thent, wvomeit arc now virtually equal under the law, 

have a prominent role in the work force, and are increasingly well educated. Yet 

women, especially in rural areas, remain subordinate to men in nearly all aspects 

of their lives. They are 'gieregatcd in the work force, dominated by patriarchal 

families, and are more likely than males to remain illiterate and undereducated. 

Moreover, China's ceconomuic deregula ion is exposing women to additional job 

discrimination, and the country's groving afflutice has reintroduced such pre-

Communist Scourges as prostitution and the abduction alnd sale of WOmel. Ill 

tMe in -o4 enoent in Asia and 

the Pacific response, the government has anttoiunced a five-year plan to improve women's 

status and stop abuses, including a significant and growing incidence of f'emale 

infanticide. But to bc successful, the plan must move beyond rhetoric, and ad­

dress the fundamental Chinese ambivalence about the value of women. 
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When a son isborn 
Let hint sleep onitie bed, 

Clotie him with [Ideclothes, 
And give i jade to piay withI. 

How lord1I ir'k! 


May he grow op to wetr rtson 


And be the ord of tire din ind tie tribe, 
Wien adoghiter shorn, 

Let serslete it the grorid, 

Wrap her ill coliirii olripjig 

And give icr hrkci iles lo iyiiigs, 

May she rave (f-ier'0 Fltlis, no iil :rits own 
Ma sie well attetid to,t d ind ville, 

And bring no is, ill o 1..tt i pri.cirts. 

, 1I1cilIttcxth )l ii cl(Bi cc Cook ) 0(1,',s' 

Nearly 50 years after the (Chincse (Io SiInieists 

came to power vowiig to lthndant tally change tlt 

lives of all Chincse, tile birth ofa girl baby0 istOt 

simply a "small happincss" to lhcr flimil (as coi­

pared to the "big happincss" ii a son)--sotnctins 

it cars seem a calamity. )epcntdcrIt upLOt their chil-

dren for support throughout th,'ir livcs, and rc-Z" ~that, 
stricted by state fInily planning policy to one or 

two childrer, Ch iiccreis isotetS fee,l they caltot 

afford to have a daughter. For despitc a half-ccntury 

of govertncnt rltsisi that "wrstti sold ilt) half 

the sky," the extension to cliet of legal rights, and 

the introductions of huge tnumbers of womein into 
the work force, women ill China continue to receive 

There is no clearer 
iess education, cart less money and fewer benefits, 
and leave their own fhinilics for those of their hus­

women's status in bands'. Thus, even today a wosiats issotctisses cots-

China than the sidcred "spilled milk," a person that uses uilp farsiily 

phenomenon of the resources but contributes little before rsoving on. 

"missinggirls" There is tnoclearer indication of votieti's persis-
tent low economic and social status than tie plhc-

nomenon of China's "missing girls"-Ithc thousands 

of girls who, based oil the normal ratio of niale-to-

female births, ought to have been born but seem 

not to have been (at least tiley aren't showing up in 

the census counts). Many inside aid outside of 

China allege that these "nsissing girls" arc aborted 

female fetuses, detected by sonogranis and rejected 

by parents desperate for a boy. Other explanations 

are that the girls are abandoned or murdered by 

their families, or simply not reported by their 

parents, who arc still trying for a boy. The phenom­
enon is acknowledged by the Cinese governmeut, 

which earlier this ycar made it illegal for doctors to 

inform parcits of [lie sex of a fctus. But the practice 

COntiilIus, as (o otlicrs that rcvcal much about the 

lives of wosien: The government just this spring 
annOHic a autw'. fve-yCar plart to raisc wollCni's 

status and to rediucc soiic of thc riost obvious forms 
of oppression, iticluditsg job discrirnitatiorn, infant­
icide, and the Ititing and selling ofgirls and women. 

The Persistence of Male Privilege 

W h y d o es n 1,11cI Iivil oegc ard adv a nr co n tin u etra gc in 

China despite years ofi tcli-trumpeted efforts to 

sirtply' a "tfeudal rctltnantliar "'(/i'.,ufjizay tnyu) lailiur t md m b or ceel­
~~turail]Itg ;IId r uire1111Only tilne to chainge. But that 

Vigores theC M+an'ildContinIuing Influences Oil 
iequality betwecn woisecn and men.These include 

the loltt tisory orfcistlc oppression; lcgislation 

alhouugh purporting to change wonmen's sitLua­
tin, actually has cmbedd-d in it long-held notions 

of n1alc suiperiority and otters serves to bolster 

incquality; and, ecnomic clsangcs--thosc wrought 

1, the Comtmun ists that raised overall standards of 

livitg bit let a persisrctt gap bctwecis met's and 

wolnsstattus aisd expcctationss, arnd newer changesNO]I LM n xcttos n ee hne 

produced by economic liberalization that put 

A woman's lot. No discussion of woenen's condition 

in Chirsna cals ignore the past, when foot-binding 

and other pairiarclhal abu,ses made Chinese treat­

n11erst of wotyten intfairisrsus. Today, older Chinese 

wo treri are (uick tO couch discussion of urrent 

conditions Ir terms of what they remember as the 

greater hlardship and deprivations of the past. 

As recently as the mid-twentieth century, a 

woman--especially a young vosars-lived her life 

at the botton of a rigid Conificiarn-based hierarchy 

of age, gender, and generation, and had little say in 

major decisions inher life. Matters involving educa­

lion, marriage, whether and where she worked, and 

where she lived vere all decided by those above 

her-prinarily older rien-in the family hierarchy. 



Older Chinese 

women are quick to 

recall the greater 

hardship and 

deprivation of 

the past 
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Considered only a "small happiness," her birth was :sud few olpor tnitics for education, training, or
 
not celebrated. Bccause she vould move oilt of'her paid work. \ rsi', ,,'l'tiday's older women, 'as
r 

household ald into (.hehhusbatld's thmfily at mar- e
tha ,,vhcnecconlmic instability or crisis hit, it was
 
riage, a dauglhter was nlot a full memIbcr who snttkired. SIte might be simply
Loi,'derIed 	 the finllial 
of her own annilly. sqlr~tha.uikd (in everything fio food to dowry
 

A Wo11an1 usnllv niarric'd ia> Ivilunts) or even sold or killed.
l hr.1 lWlolhd in 
- " 
allollier villa"ge, attlo , litf( I1mc'liii "Qc.tI w P ,1­

loll froi allI(l1t wvls finiiil. lIle p or ttc'ailcil Two Steps Forward
 
of mlan'' a necw ide(I byv I 11101herIt11-I itwi Ie-I'cttd­oAIfrts Iowi 10,cltmtit uitelIs lives began early in the
 
ary', but tilebride [ 1 tle \viqiMs titd tin
v.t stiflci I t,1)1t

Ihns OftIl tIlS C i IIIrt\LInCItwmcticth (cliuttrv, altough mostorthe activism
 

fnunilx.. ]'he birth ,fa ]tilkl, .pi. i A11111C<,W IIitCiI I'lhT 	 10 tritin attd nitclltccual groups. The 

IIIlih c,ll 	 ( lnes ottnttn ii ists, eveii 
nH'Iton.11 ]>towcu, In1.ote' 

ilproved hcr sit,lt intie llold. In"a s0ii ( 	 Ire they caie to 
ch~lwcs I voillicl's p~ositonl
 

was fulit]]clltt ol'ler p1turiuY obligritiotli oIt iat
 

husbalnd's ftulilv: slo\'idin Ik I iillttOrtantt L1..1 oft(lic reltit ion. Inspired by tileltei rs. ( h ihlre-n Ali 
' 
in111)ro\'cLI lIIWV . t l It p ltofvritnif 1 liltXhIC ,O 1n lot bC1c,iLI, CIuIl' h ll "~ 	 tud kitrc]k iII Furope, they be­

h tkIid th it tiigi litnlolily'lncltii woiltcit wouldher"ticri Ic 1ti 0,1colIc 11111 ll( ,ccLInuIIC'quIAll~v" ICIIII)CAl' OfSOC iWl,Increalsingl their
 
househuolid who wC iciv .iirgi d wfit heI, alid
 

viibiliv, fr'e'\ icd, tind
wvho culld p~rovti' heri widh i'titotiolli tuil, eveillt-	 power both in tlie public 

'l tally',finanlcial], wutm .	 i.1nd itititonlc. liille' esnuing y'cars government 

As atwouttai grew\ o~iler, licr lt iilpllved'< bctt tiis Attls hive hItd .i(iicllalC stlccesscs. Clna fares 
icdatl\v Ili l*, "tf[ic often tised tovh\wdll imin nIcaistlrc.s 

age gave her some sitiis it solic piwcr,e'peiiailv 
,assess$' \volltlt sIt[itS.

ild-twcnitiI'titover youngcr wor tci.litit until the 

lilost of wollinnscited ileasurescentury, onlY a very Ilk' \' of' ()t o!tlc 

her fha ily. Il could di b' YSchad no rights t lt tSi ifli r level of' I rticlipatilo i the labor 

cIve 
across tie plobi'. in ttrbai areas, 90 percent of 

land, little ability itl ilivori, or livcrt lt tI,, (licc,and tirC, ('1lna stantds otl amiong nations 

Indicators of women's status in nine countries 

South Sri Philip- Thai-
China Korea India Lanka pines land Italy Sweden U.S. 

% of females in labor force 
(ages 15+) 90, 47 23 37 48 76 36 61 56 
% literate (ages 15+) 

Female 68 95 34 85 93 91 96 na 99 
Male 87 99 62 93 94 86 98 na 99 

Females as %of males inpost­
secondary schools 52 60 51 68 147 111 106 na 124 
% females in parliament 21 1 7 5 11 4 13 34 10 
% females in ministry positions 6 4 6 3 8 0 12 35 15 
Total fertility rate 2.0 1.6 3.4 2.3 4.1 2.2 1.2 2.0 1.7 
% married women contracepting 70 79 41 66 40 66 na 78 71 
Maternal mortality ratio" 95 26 460 80 100 50 4 5 8 
Life expectancy 

Female 72 75 60 75 66 72 80 80 79 
Male 69 67 60 70 63 67 74 75 72 

Sex iatio at birth' 113.8 113.1 na 104.3 109.3 105.5 106.4 105.3 105.0 
Per capita income ($) 	 49u 7,670 290 600 830 2,040 19.620 24,830 24,750 
Sources: Population Reference Bureau, World Popuilation Data Sheet (19.5) Populaionle'renco[Bureau. tfti's Womren(1995). United Nabons Demographic 
Yearbook (1992) na: Nol available a Bauer etal (1992) b Maternal deathsper 100,000ive births c Males per 100lfemales 

http:nH'Iton.11


women of working ages are currently employed. li 

rural areas too, nearly all women are workin. 

Chinese women also ralnk fairlY high whentIlir 

participation in public arenasis Colillarud woli 
women in other socictics: )ver 3() cincit ofgov-

erinent officials are: wotnii. But tie lower repre-

sentation ot wmnt itn(h1i.(, is still Acause of 

concern, and was : of 'thc Ly points inthte 

Chinese govertiteti's tiNwy' aittotlllt'e f'ive-,'car 

plan to raise wo'ttiti's stAtis; wily aboutt IMpecltit 
of officials abovc tilt coltCty levl are VouiNteti, and 

there are cvent wcr wiNinciti at the very top levels of 

governilt. 

Women\s accss to1hathh cAiC is bCtter iII (:hin 

than in otlit'hedCelTpiig (.t0tits: nearly all births 

(94 percent) arc now atteidcd be iintdical pctson-
nel; fenalc life CxPlicIttc) (72 veas, kottIparcd to 

men's 69 ' tatertialyears) contitics to rise; .lod 

mortality (95 deaths per 	 10),000 births), while 

greater than i 1tiiy Wcstcrtt .ottitrics,Is itich 

lower than iII maliN ticr devcloping countries. 

One step back. Il)espite thet+se sig ii if ,citt lctmit­
plishmllcnts, tl1Cgoal tfe(IIIuality hIlsnot b'ccnl tnct. 

The Com munists 	 By the adm ission of iiosiwith ill a nd iLtsitdt 
Theina' borters, it has Cinit t\VotictbeWti ettoum'l 

believed that 	 bthan 

women would 	 equal utrder the law. c cessaruy, but, as it 

become equal turis out, not stlificicit steps. Though the countr
membrsisosoietyivere atI sgitiicair ~ e~st~ eit 

members of society 	 isdivers and sigificat differencs exist b cecii: 
through wage 	 urban and rural cxpcicnccs,f"r examlple, it is ftir to 

labor 	 say that throughout (Thin, great itculitics existbet,,eeti thle lives oitiieitiltn1 tien. 
WVithin tle laborofoc, infict, vitntn are clearly 

subordinate to eil, il ways that are similar to those 

in most SlCCLtICS. Ill tIrbatI areats, %v l t 

chi l i certaini Stgittts of t11 l h. * , sc 

as textiles and in service jobs whil nIcii tend to 

work inheavy industry. Ili rural areas, wonln are 

likely to hold the less prestigious and lwt:r-paying 

jobs, and are oflten tied to agricultural labor where 

they are better able to (ombitci work and childcarc. 

In both rural and urban settings, ncitarc more 

likely to hold positions ofleadership and rcsponsi-pts t iits tf eaterlii 

bility. Women are less likely to be protmoted than 

their male peers and are also subjcc to a mandatory 

liklyto ol aitirepo ii-
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rctirenient age five years younger than male retire­

ment age. Female collcc 	.rdthiatcs lrequenly 

colitplait of expUrilcoig 	 Iliscrilination when 

applyilig for Jobs, atnd negutvC attitudes toward 

iem are f'rCqieCiitly t,'iard: A tian who does much 

of the hiring a( a large iospitAIl IIBCIjiig admitted 

thliat iCwould be eltit taIt to tire a wottiall Io a 

Icadclrsli position,, argtiig that "woltetn Make 

terribletlrUJdCs, atid tie-+l do tot like to have to 

listetI to t osss." 

leni ar also fit" Itlorc likely, than wolell to be 

tired iwtio Iicrt \c jobs it state-osvtid, rather than 

collcctivc, c'tcl rri s. (It I li ii for exaniple, 60 

pcrteit ofthsc ,v'tkcrs instate but oiIIy 36 pcrceot 

ofwolkeis iII collcctivc etiterprises were Male). 

W\orkCrs iII die state sct.'Or, which itIclutLes itidus­
trics and workplaces cotisithtced top priority by the 

govcrinnieti, ret etve hiher salaries, better benefits 

ili health anid child care, antid higher bonuses than 

do thIosC wolrking iniollectis -s. li (Ahitia, where 

scages ratigC ISs w\idcly than ill iltist societies, bene­

fits arc ofttc vorth ntiorc than higher salaries, mak­

ing muc's higher ctiphitnichit rate ili state cnter­"
 

prises a sig iticatt 	 tic a tva nage.(cw1o 
arcbe intig etduicated at vastly greater rates 

vcrc i the past: Iiilic 1987, 88 percent of 
wonien into tile labol forcc, or CvCi t iake aunthtll i we overe iiltat 

r['hsuernil wtIncn over the age of4I were illiterate, while 
ilt lv 6 pt+,irc o[ thle Iq-to-I19-yca r-oltds were 

ill iterate. 'le't a itiotg yountg people, woolen have 

recent 
cehtis htata e that moec than 70 percent ofigihts 

the ss -1t yNars olts thtioareIlliterate' or semi­

ltae Art svIttit. Atig ligh-sciiool gratiates,
lMales have a better chance of entering a university 

tlati dti fi.talcs, and this gender gap has not de­

cascd significantly' since the 1970s. 1 ' The causes are 
several: within schools, gil 1rifrnlCrae 


I I o Is are treate diff rcntly
thi boys, giveit less eticouratgetileit, ati steered 
tiiward certaini p roftssioms ar d away from others)s 

titiilicerait liitisls ai t Parnt tend 

to pull dauighters frot school at earlier ages than 
their brijthirs, and nit ttet toisv.tr. in or outside 
the hiousehldt. Stitidies have shiowni that palrents­tl 1LSI0t.S~IShv h\, htprnsboth itothiers and fltlirs-bel eve that boys should 

rceive more eticatiot than girls. Ii rural Shan­



dong province, for example, over 70 percent of 

married women said soils shoul receive at least a 
high-school cducation, hut only 46 percent believed 

daughters shuld." Because daughters still marrY 

away front their 1anmlis,espcillvl in rural ar1as, 

educating daughters is considrcd ill ii'wise invest-

Parents tend to 	 incrt, one that will hC tat1Ser-'rl i the)irhulslmids' 

pull daughters fanmilies. N1itt, paretset le l _liv tlic rtliglx (hullicity. 

from schoolat 	 daughters shld wtttribit to lie tiilh' l ctore 
leaving for im.rriatgo, thiough ttrtiig ove crti d 

earlier ages than 	 wages, doing house work, or C3rill for failily ttietr-
brothers, and put hers. Iheir lower cduttioi:,l i hie i'tcnts distid-

them to work 	 vantage wOic iI IIv wVy, ic Iiling litndticip-

ping them inI job phaccicit 1iti1 [totl ii . 

Women's double burden. \'K 'oitct esetsive 

ticipatioI but s tIboritcit positiotu iItthe labor 

force is mirrored it their role itt ttiilics. "'ltc 

"double day" of'wOtIcti is Ie.irlv' utiMrsilhytc-

knowlcdged 11(1ii.; \\'otitet put it a fill ,ily at 

their paid ioh-s and conic liotmie to ncir-totil tespoti-

sibility f'or household nod chilcicar tasks. I ttUrban 

Shandong po\'iticc, fof cxtiplc, wlliei tlend to le 

responsible for such tasks as cttg, liutdry, 

housecleating, and childcarc, tasks that rcLuirC 

daily care; melt are likely to take responsibility for 

tasks that are doliC less frclucntly, stICt its the 

)Urchlase officl irgrail.' Althougl the government 
broadcasts rcgular adintitionis to mtt to hell, tltcir 

wives at hottie, .ttil reports stigtst that soic menti 

have begun to cotiti itt home', wotnici comitite 

to be seen its the prititarY (aid o"teti only) l,'riso 

taking care of hotite itlm fittil5 y. \V'o1t'ett !i both 

rural and urbia areas rc'oit thit the' put itt longer 

hours of work ald have fewer hours oftl'isure than 

do their male counterliarts. It is not su rriishtg that 

women are inuch inorcteikely than tlicl to coimplain 

of exhaustion. 

Women's contributions to tie houschold purse 

do give them more control at hionic mihd they :tre 

likely to have some say it ipllo-titlt decisiotts 

involving household ptl-chase. or decisions. In a 

study done in Shanghai and irbatliShandong 

province, most fcmaic respoidetnts report that the 

family budget is controlled by husbatnd and wife 

together. Still, husbands are tnore likely than wives 
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to initiate and give final approval for many large 

coltlpllllte" pltirs,. 

A vatirc', of( c'SC con­neero vcrnrtient policies 

tinc to Ibc tIweIl by asstln[u t an ira­pons that, to 

fortitt extctit, i loly is 	lcstitty. \Wolmlenl-hlt not 

men- -Ire t'strtk ed trom soeic occupations fmr fear 

tlit such work itight datuntgc their re[rotductive 

,i\terititV IbeneLts Ire HIulCh more widely 

civei'l iketn thl ,ire patertitI' bett.f its. \Vo­
enlsCe'alicr ret riet'ic lle 	(it ig" aas against men's 
a aIe (0) is st ppiirtcd with arguments ttat women 
aic "too tired" to) conitiie workitig Ibyond the age 

are toofh , (5or IteLdeL ce Ior their grandchildren). 

Perpetuating the Past While Inventingt e F t r 

Why haven't tlte scctnittgly good intentions of the 

iiintcse stilc, reflectCd iit its strong rhetoric, been 

enough It, mat;IkC \wotIICIIttanIIiCI equal in Chitese 

socicty,? ( )tte exlLllatiot lies in how old notions of 

\voicn's atd inc'is ltc hLive been a part of­

ittdeeiL itvc lbcCi r,+'-itnscribCd tlotLgl-thlc many 

social, political, aLId CCOIIOmiC cIatlgeS th:it China 

has ldtinlgolc, nialtlx of'whicli have been eligi­

icered Iy the stalte (deliberately, or inadvertently). 

The supposedly radical chatigcs that China has 

made are aciually' built Otl lotg-held Iotions of 
gcttder. Cihina scholars have of'Itcn described the 

.CndfrrCVohtiotIt as "umlttfhiisiCd," 'postponcd," or 

"M'ttissiig," itdiatitig how the kind of'scrutiny the 

state has applicd to other social inequalities, suchi as 

class, hats Ibect lllissilig itt the area of Iale-felmale 

relations. F.vcni those goiCllilllcit acts that have 

SpCcifically targctcd sexual inequality in Chinese 

society hae oft+en ftivorcd the interests and rights of 

males oer f'enilc'i, Or their effectiveness has been 

gu tted by half-hearted ctmforcemtmitl. For examllple, 

the 19)50 ,\lr-riLge Law wais aiiiind at changing 

VOIle'Is 'er' stbordinate Josition itl the fimily. 

Atnomig its tcicis were_ prohibitions itgainst arranged 

iarriage and oticuibittgc and the legalization of 

WOIili's tntiatitOn of divorec. But enf'orceinent of 

this law was oft'i lax; tle stalt, seeking the support 

of male peasants, was concerned that giving women 

full rights in these areas of their lives would alienate 



Possiblyno state 

action has more 

directlyaffected 

women's lives than 
the 'one-child' 

policy 
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males and be damaging to the overall work of the has been to reinfirce long-held attitudes that 

party. Of those state policies that have hal unin- wonicn are responsible for reproduction.l The state 
tended negative C nseqt:ences for vmllen, the "one- blames thei for not producing the desired number 

child" family plannilig tpol v has Ict Il Iefi r the ofltcilIre n, and their fitlilics bamte them fIor 

most inportant. pirotlicittgl~ . ihleit of thle \vrott;, Sex. 

leshi either t i pressuresThe impact of tne one-child policy. Il'lh' nVIo \\tiitv 
1 

do, so it thle risk ,,f their owtn health, Lotinmittuity 
has nt e tli ilt alf'L'vI.'( w\telllclld livesstate action 


" fill' I ),r
than has the tc- p lity t iitits ptYssi r<eit , iitttAl[i,ll atettl t i'. cIuglit violating
tIt,' law,. ltial,t,utij ten 'lt\'nhy apible tdetect­

fam ilies to a sitl.e 1iili tl ll .thlvwiti+a t inti
 

as two or three to ,t rA fittlilie's). I.iltlit i te' site i t 
ttil icls. Aklthl llIt tle 'eithnnt his o itawed

Of fantil tes itt .1 stite \%HIi I ntl tutu l c eIltitsI f lvetet ti Ii 11h S n iNhcuticI t N, i lsv la­

fo r s ,t s itt vi tt ll v iILn ,asesN JI .'sll t , r th : thec 

child to be a [IS'. I le litlt hi benliih phutilmt- . lilie l nuiti, a goili biisotess iii thlis it'arket. Sex 

l l ,,1 C Ictv t m, I . O t il Liter i't a pregnancy, SOCeion of the missitw ,ilk " I 

SS I lei Xdvli11 i aI find out
cluho this plort-cnnlire


in dlm til o fII I itl eitt e i'iittc
lii r Ats i ii theLy JIC Iat)i,"A f1,t Iltist go tlu1oltgh atdifil­
males that Ias beelln Ntiun.ileto tit tis .tnd tfttl iliteittuil hfi, l~~maes beetilthat las tIc reasitI1I. fo\tiiirttltI 1etit ,ttill itnitin ,ccnoidthat has been im cInL . A n~I lo i1 \\,Ial he tr eveln third trimester 

(11"[lt' ' I 1t, MCUr C trctt'ies Of"Itt~gllant W0V1lll
 
105 to 100 bo's bort tfr c lo100) itlI 'll
tr ( (a n1tittl 

imbalance that colnipcl i'tc totl hi 1h,11irC' ,tt- ill tlIt, utlc s 5511a r l'elstttd I t1 their (ItLIs­
litts') 1tt iie.'s to go t the ,it' for the birtth of 

ity); in Chitta tilebirths Itl 13.8 los ale Lepuoletd i r e li I ii 0 0111Y Wit ii bo When 
dfor every 100 girls," an in sttie rovncs, the *a
licsc wotnci tie cartyiin fetniales, their choices are
 

ratio is well o\c: I I " to So 12 p,.'rl&n t of
100.' etiobabygirl atetotitiethfor tch Sit feit Iinittd to alitinloin iig a itifat+,t aftern eat ti fentale 
lirth ((oI 1bo: ---thrntgh alorimn) i totrisking

of sonme c iitt tI ee. ,tliii oultSeX-s t xeibc t 1n, 

llm11cnlt, inl1"tntit i(IC, ,rf c undIIII( g. their own 1tn1 th1Ir tligIttcrs' afety Iy returningabai r'-rcl~ot rti ' 

iust \it thout a .on, flit with a girl.It is Liitlikelv thi at the' gOVeti etit ( ll * IIVlutittc [lit 
No single flitr uift littns life thctiet" illistrates 

forcscct SUICh all tItItctItC whcn It h 11Cpr1­
grai 'Ic,li 19 1).11,Il~i 11tile rinttISpilSIt iiII (if'%tt itel nit Chitta than thehir t 

graI it 1979. it fart, givei ttat in tiles of cct­
adixictv pa rett feel lttnt the sex oftlicir baby.ia it Pareuittcsi-es lg'ritt li lie tsIa reIca.tightabe'csvet

likelit rceis fteweIr tesiiduroes such ais mostd -- 's)c1,IallotlICrs--atl CAught betweenorI)arc'nts 
education tte phItnCttitil dtop inafertility rates the flimily planning rcs(tictnits of the government 
and resultitng Sitler pnpulatiitt growth tht restltcd and a sliciety' that valties males liver fnales, and 

from tile "one-Child'" pi)licy aigttIlsY bitleit fCmales pr'ides Ittales with the Cnttiatiotl, cntiplhincnt, 
anid freenhontit ii netontstiate itirh wirth ti) their 

as m tcI is males. Aid \titet tlletc'ilschl'v s pitit ilo 

tihe liberating effects offewcr births anti sitcr paretits. Ivcn whtei augllters want to support their 
periods of ti mhespent ittchild ri i [ltatcnts, tile discri ninationtagairnst the mnin cduca­

ilti anitil the laor rt'tCCiliath1tiM are unlikely
But the evidence Iscleir that ile ftiily planning Zo bc able toiprtvidc their pt.irents with the same p ro grac tightt. o f rC i l [Iio il I n v s t mett th a t a Soia In 

of great uitlin of'ib by girls at all too Ut t detitcrs tihe Iatids-- leve rettirit mlves a si 

often-of tlcir desperate ilotlcs. For another 
resulIt of the state's thttiilv' planitlg proigrattt- they ar itt( ten ittire cplc'ttitnt oit sons for financial 
which puttishtes \vttnit iitmint mlt t')tt-titr, f- support than are lieu'i, who have better access to the

labor ilarkct. Otte scholar has argucd that women's 
quota births and sulccts woteni to the "'ctee 

surgeries" (abortion, IU Insertion, ,,nc sicr lth­

on) while male cotitaceptiv: tise lag~s flir bel l- for Slits rtelects how "acting as agetnts for the patri­

cl 



Even when 

daughters wantto 

support their 

parents, they are 

rarely able to do so 
as well as sons 

archal family and themselves, women etched their 
own inferiority into tile birth polic%', with worrying 
consequences for lile' AAfltture. " ' reporter inI ( Itina 
described childbirth inder tihcc LItlttal teCcs ais 

"life's lost itlupotrtaiIt cxunI, a1pass-fill test iIIwith h1 

half the people fil." She got oil, "Itlttttticide ,ild 

tilirasound seX sClcCotu ipp.Ill ile, bit c,1i uIdcr-
stand how -wilieul cii witi sihI i Ittirn tax 


exai -- poCIle feel the itot heit.'" 


What is tihe ("llijitese s initsibility 


for tie "niissingirls" It tatiot be ,iLused it 

overtly ptoiliotlg dist iiin 1st-based ejrll.
ittit 
Rather, its fariltlies inIits ftilt itepotd +//,'-

t tietire/to l Iltlolttneuoil otlc it leIiie C.i%'et, 
The gos'ettvcnltnt docs o+pose cnile' intli,Iide aid 

sex-selcctis\c *tlnitioll, bitt lie ntuis. oititotily, 

hieird arguititt 1itist )(t side .an1dIItI, it 

outside (h't11a --llt fo hng,tttlcc \otl't leI, 

clillgh \\ics to t0 Alritt ,cees to httis the rta 
point. Whether the goetclltint should abttdot tile 

present htorti of' its populattt dootltof lpgrt, is a t 

controsersial issue. Bit itus' iti midoltisidi: 
China have iugtli tat oCiier Modill lges'C, itldlhldi-

ing the creation ofta peision ,vsl'lll ili rcasfilial 


and th_ prmotinotion Iilie lcvels ot'c(diucition tfir 

girls, mnight dCreSC Ioth se-'xratios .tid fertilits 

levels aid makeI girls itre aceptable to their 

families. Indeed, tile govcrittieit's receit five-year 

plai has acknowIdgcd the cftect that soict otfthese 

kinds of t:terms ttight Liave tt reducig female 

irifattici<;e 

..... 


Changing the Economics of Women's Lives 

Economic changes it (hIlla are likely to play a 
crucial role iii future n-eastires of a woinan's worth. 

Recent changes, cspccially the lio tit toward 
prmv~lteration tli.natoit ofurbaitcareasstheit 

privaltization Inlrl
irlaareas, tileIIIslOI ot"forcigni

capital and esrablishinietit ofinniltinatiottal coinpJa-
nines, and tile disnttlttg ofcutlhectives itt rural 

areas, seem to have act ially incrasedI inctquaII+tIs 

betv, v well l tlldneell ltcil.
 
Chintese tlrblat tfctitries attd ,.tthtr Place-'< tf 


ernploym~ent lircvioisl , controlled bv,the stale itcempoyten prvioslycitit bs stte rerille tu 
now freer to hire, promote,aii fire -v;tliotjt govern-

rent interference. In this new relaxed cityroninent t, 

7 

Analysis from the East-West Center 

woinc1 soltctinies fare even worse than they did 
bcfirc. \\'itl onipmnri profits now closel), tied to 
pIiodUtitll ttIot it, are reictant to hireCmploYe'rs 

,
%voncin, \tfllthiir iccd < fo+r IIaternity, benefits aid 
it-ildeaeC pros ilsiuos. i:,ciguifaIctoriCs, tiuotighl 

ofC'itIi1 A(LCs, to Iethllil itid itisiliopolitail 
%,IIc,,nAY IsCCCn inCIt Lotcticd withl tie 
l ot tin t1e. Thts, wotlncin in (ih ina are inlcreas­

tlg exposed ito t lie low \atcs, Ioor \orkiltg 

Ltt\otliditiols, '1nd disiritttittatitl Vised .t sex, age, 

ttil ilirtil iitts[liit wolie ltc ill most capital­
e iui'ttttte. 

IltIIIrl r e brc.k ttp ofie tas, sstatc-ruln collec­

ti\'es betgai itt tile aCls' I9)M)s itId is tOVCne.'arly 

cottiplei lu.tpieltutral Ilboi is now organized 

tIltioi'l the fliih'. I ltc aItaitl, \votien appear to be 

lsitiggrotUl,. ~ Jis)tri ttiti of latuld frtoeil l ec­
ti\C t10l1t1ilV s ofteLn i11Ct th1rough a s)steimi that 

aIttottHtitialI v.llts Iltil llirc land thantwollel. 

Agricuthtuil rOLductiti is o.ce again organized 

trouh tilefattt lv, atid woiei arc once again 

sul'ic(t-t t-iuliols.tI patrialtihal fattlil 
Lveil (Al.ila,'s r il"Ccotlilly his brtought with 

it inturicsecl datliets for wotnei. Gcnieal ecotnonlic 

stability aid i:iLhr statidatds(if'liiig for lost 

Itall that lew fa.nilics ficC tile kinds of finatncial 

crises that ftOrcCd fatnilies itt the Ito rlit qtUish, 

sell, or kill their girls. But these positive ecotnonlic 
cianigcs Ihav becil acconilpatnicd by tile increasing 

availability of cashI alitd tile interest illgroiig 

ittakiIg ittotyC thar; lt chind tbe clormots rise ill 

tie aLduIctiOl ili sale Otf\soIncI for prostitution, 

1tlariagC, ati si\VcrY. I[r(otiically, today's relative 

affluencei.t- , re:Ived practices that were ifc in pre­
( otttttillist (JIlitta;, \hell it was ecCttnlic crises 

tht I wotiteits lives aid safty at Isk. 

lcrltt s ite clearest lesson (iita ias to offer Is 
ofrergit 

the way th. ideas abouIt ieiaIVanid fenale roles--itn 
(hilla, as illtile society---rtain embedded, some­

- " times strcigthcnlecd, itt chagintg ecotonies, politi­
cal sVstC'ns, aid ft oilvy sructtUrcs. It is notable thar 

ill.ictUtitr,' \sih stuelt a recettt histor) , of vast socialctigsai iit ftt gs ieoi bu 

ch n c n<o i ldcsto g s h t rca O lthe inportanice of'sexual equality ever heard, dis­
en ntii otnand inequtiies reLaiit strotg. State 
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State policies must 

have as their goal 

enhancing the worth 

of w om en 

rhetoric ih this area ia. not beetn uatched 1) actual 19)2. "( mi qu.ito in iil'.n (China: EdIlcation and employ­

ct IA 333-371.
changes. That sexual incquaIitv rcnuains deeply IAlder(h, /43",.i Il'll,: 

. bI,1 
em bedded 11 (ilna1 n It nIV aiio t tie rolC ot th t.• 

- timovlCit'l
state, o coltirsc,b cC;,ustC tIll,- 'tltc l ot .ll 

ttt jutst ot. +aieit \erY poss, +~lt>,,.j_i.:lmstittltii I, ldci. N.mii i .u Xi,,,i : 1 )'N+lcAiiisuiiit, WVoicii's l,'i'er 
Staitec1 u t11 ,,Ii ,." l'.qc cntc atl hii Annual M ctings,i 

3i M ;l IIII'iV. ss, stt. Itol Lc sc'i L" dccl-Ily 	 .AII Ii, . , .. .. , .. .. \,h t I o.. Angeles.il N c,,t.itht.Ill 	 1 li'l,, ..

11nvOINrCd InIIn u +, , 011 I'tll 	 • bt'thC dil' lI~t th.1 I .12l~ 
+ 

III ( ih11a, h tiuoil tt.'s "1tt.'t thatt.'utu.lt 

caplitalist dc,,N.'lotim lc'nt ,tnid I"uuIl c 1" i !11, l11111 I+tti ' u i .1,nC3I<,.hon lil"ll III 	 I, I I [iiohlu hi 
l

I l l ,ll~~tV ,or ih,,<' t ,i tliiiutl~ ~c's ul-tllj~tll 	 '<ln!:iiit uui 'i i ih.iIic o ie'itttIcl'.i inllik l,,linv i 	 .... ,, int . .. ttheii 

that have aploltrci nl c li tCCHlti ( "ill'ii[is ali, Fol,,l 	 i', . s. +,, ii i 

real ciaigc toi o t', pu i .ts llt ty. -	 Ill Itrtil. ll, 
', 

<
yond jproniotInv c'qua] mt~iid cqu~l ilight<,. 'I how 	 I I kt "u, .,l 19') t 'i io I, ,bilhths and' bn'lics illl IIli, 

I"IlliSt have is tticir lti lt 4oll tti. ltl~tllilh 	 ,,l ( h11." .,',,.u 1:1,,,, 2. Nv I: 3 

worth of t~vi el, ,otll to filtht
lcs ild to ilht st e.3 

I1+. Km i,,, '~ .,, 5., .,,tdl Sh,.. i] \\'i ull . 199,)t. ( ),nna \V/aks. 

Perhaps (Chin'stit "tii-vc,tr tln will Ilake a lif Ylit,,. .inl,'iiI .	 f, l', 

6tcrittce; it is too c,ill to til. It \ itiollt 1t.[h all 

effort it is Iiud to ij1lli l' " '1ic.itwill 1l1t 111 clii to 
tile "llillsin ll " ofr Ill (ho.- lost olIl l liunic., that Suggested Readings 

livin~g otllICli Clldlt '. 	 I hig, I mih. .1, 1 ..ill I Lht.iu 11988. 1'erimal Ubi'es: (3',iner 
It M , o'Ill11 1 ',)S "IAl.iItml iiic)iImy er.ss.' si.lillT 

il,,ha,-n , stcn, ii i )[.i Ni'III 199 1. "THIi i 	 SSilg girls ufEndnotes 
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