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P rojec t 

Special Report on the Status of Low 
Rainfall in Northern Areas 

SUMMARY 


"p'"'"' <"r"""i'e"n< Nil ..
iiiilr eiehi ladeIelcvato ir ,in'nlc ii t ts 'el l liL' ' IcIil ,,,,,, .,<, ,,,,,,,< ,,,.,._,,,,,,, ,,
 
instulicicnicy), Nil 1.A(.(:ikno~wn inito~ir of pie'dictL'd 

lllorlalitv ill : ;IiqI(leJl) is ;Idircct illca"-lre of iiiiiscle 

mass, while asliw, and ,IIIdeCI'vith( look alat chihl's 

weiliteoinp:ird with the heiht rc'tectivclv.iil a'_'c 

February - August 

1It5llt1l he Iiotewd I1L lcxtils oflIlliaiiolilal disilrss il lie 

intherle i caa coiisistcinllv salrl .!CltliL1 worstc fellwili! 

-collectlion.Increased alteltiol has beer) focused oil the jlioli- Ilruars riiidlhta esecially bx'.vsiniic., 
WeSClern icin ol1tihe coIInnrV because illow rainitll 
(ltlring 4, ,ookin,gal loncitidinal dila collccted silicc 
April l)) ,ii ihe two inirtlheii Itil ('hilniiiari anid1a"as 


iin.i, flounid 
there kaisa eorii ilto lexeCl itriiiofittisexp ctti 

ieasitired by pruvalcities of Nili(, iwali-it 

lindlerweiclit. Scasoailil ilicre;ies illiiillilltlritil 'onliililIc 

to he a proli.in illthis area between Miarclh and Auiust: 
low ranilllall servcs tllaipilv these seasolially worscniling 
rales of,iI iid rnutritll. 

lPir the NSI Ilil hy ( )cloraind I)ccnither 

INTRODUCTION 

lhre has beIl increased atilltion oilthe stalln o1fthe 
nortlierareas (ie to a 'Ipriod of low rainkfall in 199Wi4. he 
Nutritional Sjrveilllance Iroiet (NSI)liashecri collectinc 

data1l (ilnuitritional and soeiocoll lic,lillnstatusitroghil 

the cointry sinee its inception iinApril IY)09. ()f Ihc 32 
sentinel Ihallas I-lli which da a is colletld. ( 'hillnari and 
Pirgalnj lie in the eo ,raphical recionl (o1 eoicerli. Ibis 
longitudinal datla therlore serves is i relerenccc for the 
results that are beine obtaiied in this year sregillar ronnds 
o(lata colIccion. The data contained in this report cones 
from tihe normally LcTirring" tbililnlhlv d(la Collection. 
'[he nellhodolocy f tihc has beein (ltailecdNS elsewlire 
() 

NUTRITIONAL FINDINGS 

The three nuLritional indicators used in this report., nid-

'lhis iscolrroboralrldlbyvill;iEcrs htlitidi'al'lesely ribe 
iiid-NiaMiclh (CllmiHI illhe lieIi.ali calelndair)s.nlle (l'lc 
lilil. Il cnllol0l.wIihl h11llli0er 

lie A,,llisl NSP roid 27 report (liscinssctl sollle 
ir'eliliiiiailrhiidiiis'n thetit llit roielli. ()verall 

lvels o N A( wAtil. ilil iiiiderw.ilit had risnl ili 

Itil7allii The especiall, lctlleilland (hillniari. ric was 
IPih'aii: Nit AC was at the hictks levels recordcd lor 
aiv Aiiilsl (hicurc 1). WasLlili exhibited the Ili1st 
levels Iliilid s arted ;iiid hidilc the NSI) iiliiciVti 
riscn tn thelihliet level llllnd illle previolls t',wovl'. 
(hihnari ilso rc()id-etd rises in wastili, and iiiirweiylt 
indicators billhese did not exceed lCvls flIilinhprevioIs 
years. Nil JA(', howeve.r, reaclied the highest leve ill two 
years. As notedilihe iepotrl Iroinrtuid 27. th irr i tlialias 
as i whole experienced incrcasillc dislrC' hN iese 

iildicalors: thiliiioltshelwcen d Allstl(tllcn
nglilwlrv 

hein ;IpCritd 01WorSCillli' ilimritial statns. 

October - December 

lhe ( )clober and I)cenbIr roniids ol the NSl show that 
levels of, niliional stress have tnnlled to rates that. 
allhoniuh iih.,are typical Ior this tinc o vear (1litres 2 
and 3). For example illChilliari, the level ol' wastil, at 
91M(is liotdramalically different Ilhoi washlin levels Ilillmd 
dnring previouls l)eccnbers. Both MtMA at 8.314 and 
lnlrwicl'.it1 al 65.4,4' exhibit prevaleinces that f ll illid­
ran ,c fir levels found ;ilt )f yar. Ilhwcvcr, inthis tine 

Figure 1: MUAC
 
Percentage of Children 12 - 59 months old, who are undernourisehd by MUAC< 125mm
 

December 1990 - December 1994
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Figure 2: WASTING
 
Percentage of children 6 - 59 months old, who are undemounshed by Wt;Ht<-2Z Scores
 

June 1990 - December 1994
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ihe presad:leccs In tlhi( 
at 6.3, and 52.7, are [Ie lowest l'iguresllfor y l)ccncilbr (o, respondents in Pirganj indicated tlhot they had taken i 
i'ecoirded by the NSP. ( )K p~itliciilr concern ill Illi hiim lo r( (1(Iin the pre\'iis ionilh corlipaicd tio 21.51/ in 
Ihinalis. is the ov'rill inicrasin,, Irend displal ed in [lie ()elocr 19)0 a d 25 ( in ()chohcr 1992. I ('lihiliari. 
ritcs ol uinderntlrilion hw N1 TA('.,despitc the scisoiiaI 32 5 of families eported :i distress sale which is llllost 
lItic itliatio(lls. Iwicc as fli ih is the plrcviots two ( )ctohicr r'oiintls bit Iower' 

l1irani, or b'oth wl iti l d indce(l,-weiIlie 1tliari. )lctlobcr I()1)4 t'nn lo (datacolleclioti, 28.7, 

Illin the raltle relrted during, [9)9 (prihod o, drohiht 
Market Information - Prices of Essentials I'lho ( hI' fItodihii)(l igniue 4). lix the l)c'eincr riund 

ol (ilata collectlioin. 24.211 l ',espondlents fin ('hihnui 
Rice prices tuiall, peak in larcli-April anid Septcmiber- indicated t1ha.Ihey hld taken i loai for lood ill [lie last 
October, representing Ilic traditi)nil pie-lirs elilig in(lth ili(l 6.(,; of famIinlies, r'(rled istless sales. 
periods. I lowever, iil 1)4. rice piices have conlitiied to I lowever, in tPireini, 2.41 o(tellhc fIilisic reported distress 
rise siirc.1.hiC. For ilisllice. rice pries ili ('hiliiri and sales and 1.4 of resporc)i(Is toi k 111 i loan for hlod 
l1irgani have risenilrtoii Tk 12.1) and lk 11.6( per (IFi'uire 5). 
kihorain in ( )ctoher, to "Ik 12.75 and '1ik 12.)) pcr 
kil(> iralml i I)eeiiiber I3)()., rice prices ill Special l ial'si s w'i unittidrl~ikeii to delteri iic i lw liein I)ec'eibither. 
(hilln'ri and I'iran i were at Tk 8.5)) arid "'k 8.101 pcr drogith afleclted children tronl l'aiilies with (lilfle'renl si/c 
kilorain respecis'liv . Prices of1 olit' esscltial land holdills. Not sirprisirngly. childretn iromi lariilies 
coimiodities sich as floorr ;aii(l (li1 also show iiodcrilte wilh IIInler .5 acres of' land were irrlritionall, iMiore 
price inc'eases in the I )e'ciiblr l'oiiid h' dtaill lct c'0i1nprolinised thanClioli. cl hMin Irtni failiiilies wilh larcr land 

holldin s. flowee.r, childrein froIn inilies with lareer 
SOC IOECO NOMIC INDICATORS holiries (grterthari 2.5 acres) alloexprirl.ed asharer 

dtlrilraliori, espcially iil under'weight stat is starting ini 
hi(l icatlirs (ldstlres.,delii m(ltby t'lie p rert lace fl'Fneiblies I n ' t:hiain has occrr'i'ed in the last lire e'eirs. Aoaili, 
laking loins lor food and thC pealcetlilie of Ilarnilies who ,lie incresill ;1, ()ia imaller scale th1,ii occtirred ill I.on 1l) 
have iade a ilistiess sale in Ir liest two lmonliths, werel' Ii1i 
ili( )ctoher hil droIpped ill tlie I )eceinlicr ronilmid ol l lta Abseice l emipho'init be lkne the Arman harvest makes 
cidltlinli ill li rgaii and ('hlii iiari . I liirs [ seas (tciitetnber - ()ctotr) especiallywve r, Ilicre Ilie second leaii 
to be a1coiisiderahle level of'dil'emence ht wee Ilic Iwo ilcn te partlicularv lor Itlie land.less, who depe rid o1 wage 

Figure 3: UNDERWEIGHT
 
Percentage of children 6 - 59 months old, who are undemourished by Wt/Age<-2Z Scores
 

June 1990 - December 1994
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Figure 4: DISTRESS SALES
 
Percentage of households reporting distress sales in Chilman thana during the period
 

August 1990 - December 1994
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