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themselves. The traditional guards received no
remuneration for their work but considered it
their honorable duty.

That sacred groves have survived so faris parely
because of the strong traditional beliels upheld
by the local people and the spiritual, religions and
cultural attachments to the groves. The major
vittue of this strong cultre-based practice is that
it cncouradaes connmanity participation in natural
tesource conscervalion and sustains positive
awareness of nature and the linkages between

man and nature,

Wildlife Conservation Arcas and Forest
Reserves

Wildlite consernvation arcas and forest rescrves
are normally clearlv demarcated with boundary
pillars and have statlh paid by gqovernment to
maintain the houndarics, enforce the faws
qoverning usce and access, and carry oul
prescribed management activities, Each reserve
has a warden conservator or an officer ol juniot
ranh in charge ol the routine administration of the
resernve. who is assisted by an appropriate

number of support statf.

The  annual expenditure  tcomprising
administrative costs, personal emoluments,
travel, protection and management costs) for two
tvpical forest districts iRumasi West and Takoradi
in 1991 were 47340 million and 9.596 million
Cedis! respedtively, The revenue acoruing lrom
timber and other forest prodocts were 36.590

million and 16.77 1 million Cadis respectively.

I Approximately 950 Cedis = $1.00 U.S.
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Hunting, capturing, or destruction ol any animal,
as well as the collection or destruction of any
plant, is legally prohibited in all wildlife
conservation arcas. The law gives the chicef
wildlife officer anthority to grant permission for
collection of flora and fauna from reserves, but
this authority has so tar been exercdised only for

scientitic collections,

The Forestry policy is more Hexible regarding use
ol forest reserves, Produdtion reserves may be
aiven oul as timber concessions and are logged
under conditions prescribed by the department,
In some cases, the origingl land owners retain
rights for hunting and coltection of cerlain forest

produce from the reserves,

A deticiency in the protection strateay of both the
Forestry Department and Department of Wildlife
is the lack of involvement of the local
communities. Both departments pursue a policy
ol externally enforced exclusion of local people.
invariably
mardginalize the people, and there has been very
itfe or no attempt to encourage tocal community

Protective measures adopted

participation in the management of the protected
areas, Also, very dittle effort has been put into
cducating communities around the rescrves
about the aims and objedtives of reserving a
particutar arca and of the benefits that such
conununitics stand to gain from the protection
activities (Ntamoa-Baidu, 1991D).


http:tilltil.11




Table 1. Area (km2) of forest and wildlife reserves in the various forest
types (Adapted from Hall and Swaine, 1981)

Forest
type or
subtype

WE
ME

UE

MSSE
MSNW
DSIZ
DSFZ
SM
SO

TOTAL

Area of

sub-type j

entirely

in

reserves |

1375

4400

1859

3567

136

2592

62

0.8

13991

included

|
I
|

Area
partly

inciuded |

in
reserves

536

1131

292

632

474

557

290

31

5.0

3948

Total
reserved
areain

type

1910
5531
292
2491
4041
693
2882
93
58

17939

I
|

Total
area of

type

6570
17770
292
18460
14430
8630
12810
2350
20

81341

Percent-
age of

type
reserved

29
31

100
13

28

23

29

22

Abbreviations for forest-types WE=Wet Evergreen ME=Moist Evergreen: UE=Upland Evergreen: MSNW=Mmist semi-deciduous
Northwest subtype. MSSE=Mo'st sen-deciduous Southeast subtype. DSFZ=Dry semi-cdeciduous fire zone subtype. DSIZ=Dry
semi-deciduous Inrer Zone stibtype. SM-Southern Margmal: $O-Southeast Quther
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Table 2. Vaiue of wild animals to communities living in the vicinity of forest/
wildlife reserves in Western Ghana. (Source: Ntiamoa-Baidu 1991b)

Value Score Percent Total
Source of food 257 53
Direct income generation 92 19
Cultural 48 10
Recreational/aesthetic 38 8

Maintenance of environmental/

ecological stehility 17 4
Medicinal 17 | 4
Educational/ Scientific 12 2
Total 481 100

Table 3. Value of forests to communities living in the vicinity of forest/
wildlife reserves in Western Ghana. (Source: Ntiamoa-Baidu 1991b)

Value Score Percent Total

Maintenance of environmental/

ecological staoility 173 27
Source of timber 171 27
Source of land for cultivation 118 18
Source of food 76 12
Source of household utilities 57 9
Medicinal 26 4
Direct Income generation 17 3
Cultural 1

Total 481 100
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