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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The process ofpolitical and economic refann underway in many developing countries and in the
transitional societies creates the potential for women to contribute to economic growth and to
share in the benefits of growth in a more effective and egalitarian manner. On this premise, the
Bureau for Global Programs is designing tbe Participation of Women in Economy and Reform
(POWER) Project in order to expand women's economic opportunities and participation in
countries undergoing economic reform. nis literature nview is a key component of the first
phase of the development of POWER. The review will be used, ill combination with a review
of resource institutions and a concept paper, to guide fieldwork in four countries to uses~ the
potential for particular project activities. The findings from the Iitemture JeView and the field
studies will then feed into the design of the POWER Project.

This literature review examines the fonowing questions related to gender and economic efann:
(i) what are the distinctive impacts of economic reform policies on women?; Cli) what are the
barriers preventing women from responding to economic policy incentives and opportunities'};
(iii) what are the constraints to and opportunities for women's effective participation in setting
economic policy and reforming laws that can expand women's economic participation'}; and (iv)
does the literature provide examples of effective interventions that enhance women's input into
poli~y decision-making or substantia11y increase their economic activities?

The review is organized in terms of the following broad topics and chapters: women and
economic policy reform, women and legal and regulatory systems, women and business
development issues, and wome.-t's institutional support and representation. Major findings from
each section are summarized below.

1. Women Ind &ODomic Policy

• Due to a number of gender-based factors, women and men face different constraints in
their abilities to respond to economic policy ince=ntives. Theconstraints affecting women
include: their dual role; limited control over resources; lack ofjoint decision-making and
unequal sharing of resources within households; and other labor supply and demand
constlaints. These gender-based constraints lead to differences in men's and women's
participation in and distribution ICI'OSS jobs and _ton•.

• 111ese constraints also affect both the spread of benefits and costs and women's ability
to take advantage of opportunities brought Ibout by economic policies. 11Ierefol'\},
recognition and understanding of the lender-based differences in the structure of the
labor force-are c:entra1to-effective policy-making.

i



•

• Much of the gender specific literature which reviews effects of developing country
economic policies, such u price liberalization, social .....tVicc spending cuts, and wage
cuts indicates that while these policies have n:duced rat income foJ' men and women
alike, they have increaed to a peater extent women's unpaid and paid work burdm due
to the multiple roles women undertake in the household, u caretakers, consumers and
producers. Not all of the literature, however cites negativ~ effects, some studies pointed
out the positive eff~-U on producers, including women, of Ii rise in the price of their
product.

There is disagreement regarding the effects of other eConomic policies - export
promotion and d~guJation of the labor market. Women, particularly in Asia and Latin
America, have benefitted in the QUlllUia of emplOYment generated by these policies.
However, the _iry of these jobs is debatable. Some authors cite the 19W wages, low
skiIIs, and few advancement opportunities characteristic of these jobs u evidence of
undesirable traits. On the other hand, earnings for women in some jobs may be better
than the available alternatives and the jobs may entail nonmaterial benefits such as
improved self-esteem and group solidarity.

• It is important to recognize that women are essential, and in some regions dominant, in
agricultural production. Despite their central role, women still have limited access to
land, cndit, technology, agricultural inputs and government extension services. The
potential of agricultural reform is severly limited whep the barriers to women's
participation are not addressed.

• The status of women in the workforce of the former Soviet bloc countries when the
transition process began was characterized by: high female labor participation rates; high
concentration of women in particular sectors; high female education levels; limited
participation in job-related training; limited participation in management; a -double
work day for women; and social policies that eased and encouraged women's
participation in the formalJabor force.

• The impacts on women of the transition to • market economy faIl into three central
categories. The first is unemployment, which hu greatly affected women; in fact,
women comprise majorities of the registered unemployed in many former Soviet bloc
countries. Second, women'. potential for re-employment is limited by lender-specific
job announcements, inadequate skiDs (or the perception of inadequate skills), and • belief
that women, due to IOcial benefits provided under IOCiaIism, are more costly than
equivalently-qualified males, even though their male counterparts receive higher wages.
'I11ird, the loss of social aervices (particularly chi1dcare) has made it more difficult for
women to hold or look for jobs.

• Tbe liteJature provides leVeral ncommendations to enhance women's economic
participation. 111ese include: lender-aware policy reform; peatei' participation of
women in economic policy-making and implementation and dissemination of information
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regarding policies; social Im'ices to decrease the burden of women's unpaid work;
expansion of quality employment opportunities, training and employment services for
women; and collection ofgender-disaggregated data to support sound policy formulation.

.' 2. Women Ind 'ml Ind ReJulatoa SDems

• In many countries in Africa, the Near East, and Asia, there are dual legal systems which
include: (i) civil Jaw or statutory Jaw derived from European legal traditions and (d)
customary law, which in some countries may be defined as religious law.

• The dynamics of dual systems are country-specific with civil Jaw, in some cases,
increasing women's autonomy and access to resounzs. In other cases, civil law derived
from European legal traditions and modem land i'efonn laws have reduced women's
control over land and other leSOurces and their autonomy.

• Personal status law governs most aspects of private life, such as a woman's minor or
majority status, marriage and divorce, control of property and inheritance. Personal
status law can be a main source of discrimination against women, depriving them of
autonomy and critical resources required to effectively participate in economic activities.
For example, in sub-Saharan Africa, South Aria, most Islamic societies, and to a lesser
degree in Latin America, a woman is considered a wminorwand, therefore, must have
her husband's or another male's approval to carry out basic transactions. These laws
impede women's ability to start and operate buainesses; obtain bank loans, licenses, and
other regulatory approvals; enter legal contracts; travel on business; and control income
from the business and reinvest it.

• In most developing countries, personal status laws and customs (marriage, divorce, and
inheritance) and land registration and land reform laws restrict women's ownership of
property. Even when laws define wDmen's right to property, women may not be able
to assume these rights or make successful legal appeals because ofpatriarchal influences
on the implementation of the laws.

• Islamic ShtJrl'a law, a version ofpenonal status laws, has a strong influence on women's
legal status in many countries across Africa, the Middle East, central and South Asia,
and pockets of Southeast Asia. The interpretation and influence of these laws varies
across countries and through time in a single country, depending on other factors luch
as the type of political state, econo.nic strategies that affect the labor force, economic
health or crisis, and the organizational strength and influenceofconcerned constituencies.
A restrictive interpretation ofShtul'o law or dominant position in the 1ep1 system makes
it difficult for women to control property rights or to participate in business or other
work outside_of the home.

• Many developing 'countries have included equal rights and anti-discrimination principles
at the top of the hierarchy ofJaws, but these are seldom applied as law because: (ij 1hey
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m undercut by customary laws; (li) they are ignO!ed by government agencies and
magistrates who are uninformed about the Jawor do not accept it as Jaw; and (iii) most
citizens lie not aware of these law~ !!!d do not know how to appeal Jack of enforcement.

• 1bere is limited information in the literature about the impacts of regulations on
businesswomen. To move beyond generalizations about constraints, aetion-oriented
research in particular countries is needed.

• The literature suggests some evidence of changes in the structure of work that may have
significant impacts on employees generally. The literature"on gender specifically looks
at the impact Oil women workers. Companies are increasingly bringing on workers using
flexible or terminable contracts which give them irregular or temporary status. With this
mlefinition of jobs u -casual labor-, employers are able to avoid minimum wage and
other legal entitlements for workers.

• Traditionally, protective legislation has provided special benefits to women, e.g., paid
maternity leave, childcare facilities or assistance~ prohibition of night work, and a lower
retirement age for women. While these benefits may protect women in the labor force,
in some cases they may create incentives for firms not to hire women, to employ them
on irregular or temporary status, or wpay them a lower wage.

• The success of strategic interventions by women's advocacy organizations to address
.Iegal system constraints to women's political and economic participation depends on: the
existence ofa -sympathetic ear- at the top level of government policy-making; provision
of weU-infonned input at key -transition points- when economic policies and laws are
being revised or decided; broad-based legal literacy efforts that involve many
stakeholders in discussion and action; strong constituencies which understand the issues
and are willing to lobby for change; and action-oriented dialogue among donors,
governments, and local organizations.

• A strategy that shows promise for addressing the de /tJcto legal baniers to women's
economic and political participation is that of broad-based lepl ~iteracy programs.
Currendy, a number of local women's organizations carry out such programs in many
countries. The programs often involve the training of community-based legal paralegals
and also targeting those in the lepJ profession, the media, and memben of the
government.

3. Buslnep DuelOJllQCllt

• W0-'J1_~'S .~~~~~~lJ1ijtc.ar!teconomic contributions at both tbeDltional and
household levels. 11te literature show. that women'. finns, be they formal or informal,
are very important to household survival during economic crisis and reform as women
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are most Wce1y to spend their profits on household needs such as food, health, and
education. The rising numbers of female-headed households also increases household
depeDdence on women's incomes.

• According to the literature, there are relatively few women-owned businesses in the
formal private sector, though there is evidence from Africa that their mntributions at that
level are increasing. Women-owned businesses do, however, make up a significant
pmion of small and informal businesses throughout the world, from about one-third in
Latin America to three-fourths in parts or Africa. Women-owned businesses tend to be
concentrated in the commen:e and services sectors, and are often found in low-growth
and less dynamic 'subsectors such as handicrafts and food processing.

• The literature does not directly address the impacts ofeconomic reform on women-owned
businesses. However, it does cite some instances where liberalization of markets,
deregulation and privatization may be creating some new opportunities for women
entrepreneurs. In particular, this seems to be the case in Central and Eastern Europe and
parts of Africa.

• Women face many of the same constraints to business start-up and expansion that men
do. However, the constraints are often heightened for women due to lower lev~ls of
education and discriminatory legal systems and cultural practices. The main constraints
for women identified by the literature are lack ofaccess to finance, training, institutional
·support, and markets.

• wGraduationW from the informal to formal sector or micro to small scale may be a
difficult strategy for promoting women's businesses given that: the ~ority of women
start their businesses for survival, with little knowledge of basic business principles; are
typicaIIy in non-growth and less lucrative subsectors; and are oriented toward improving
household welfare. On the other hand, because of the important contributions women's
enterprises make to household welfare, it is important to identify the firms that may be
viable candidates for wpaduationwinto more profitable markets and sectors.

• Enhancing women's access to Cledit continues to be an important donor strategy to
improve the economic status of women. A. more recent - and perhaps more effective 
- approach in this area is encouraging broad-based financial leCtor and banking reforms
that mainstream women into fonnai financial markets.

... Inctltutloaal Support IDd Rcarcseatatloa

• .1beJ980s.introduced.lIleriofinmasectprivateparticipationin public Hfethrouah new
forms of OI'Ianizing. With political liberalization in most reaions of the world, non
lovernmental orpnizations (NOOS) have proliferated rapidly, and they are in particular
playinl the important role of representinl previously unheard voices. With this
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expansion of civil society, many women's groups have also begun to appear and are
making important contributions to political discussions.

• Women organize for a variety of ftISODS: to provide mutual support in times of
economic hardship; because existing organizations do not represent them or their views;
in response to outside catalysts such as international donors;' and as a result of changes
in political climates.

• While many women's aroups have formed as a result of economic crisis and reform, the
literatu= does not discuss heir influence on economic decjsion-making bodies or their
participation in economic policy discussions.

• The participation of women mnon-gender-specific organizations and institutions (e.g.,
unions, political parties, business associations, and government bodies) and their
influence in these vary by countrJ. However, strong lobbying efforts generally are
Jequir'ed to include more women members and to allow them influence in policy-making.

• Although women'5 participation in politics and government appears to be increasing
world-wide, there is no concrete evidence that this trend has im:proved the economic or
social status of women.

• Some women's groups have been able to influence national policy. Factors behind their
success or failure include: their access to political, government, and donor officials;
.their credentials and political clout; the prevailing political environment; the effectiveness
of women's organizational structures; coordination amongst women's groups; and the
organizing tools and strategies they employ.

• The literature concludes that women'. groups can be effective Ill1echanisms both for donor
funds and resources to reach large numbers of women, and for women to voice their
issues and concerns to policy-makers.

5. Iamet Args aDd TOIles lor Further EglontlOD

• Several broad categories -stand out- in the literature as areas that are critical to women's
participation in the economy and therefore may be target areas for POWER. These areas
are: improving the quality· of women's work; diversifying women'. occupations;
developing women's leadership positions and capacity; and mitiaatina constrairits to
women'. economic participation, particululy in the areas of financial services; Jaws and

I What -quality- employmMt__ itas- to iatelpnlaliaa. TIle .... -quality- .......... tile poteatill for
If'OWIIIIIId advancement, for wqtI above ..blilteDCe level (at • minimum), IMIIefitl beflUiD, the circulllltances
of-..IoymMt, _ workiq CGIIditialll, IDd lOme ....ofjob ..mty.
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regulations; infonnation, knowledge and skills; and institutional support. These broad
categories cut across the four analytical categories into which this literature review is
divided.

.. Despite providing a broad base of infonnation regarding gender and economic and
pclUtica1 nfonD, the literature provokes additional questions. In the economic policy
ma, these questions relate to: (i) opportunities that arise from new policies. eli)
financial services and the services sector; and (ill) the effects of tchanging economic
policies on women-owned businesses. With respect to legal and regulntory issues,
questions concern: (i) the need for country-specific information; and (ti) the nred for
greater information on business and market regulatory laws. Regarding business
development, the literature does not sufficiently address: (i) women's JOles in the fannal
sector; and (li) the types of business and management training that women may need.
Finally, in the area of institutional support and representation, questions remain
regarding: (i) the influence and extent of participation of women's organizations in
policy-making; and Cli) the types of services provided by such organizations.
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PREFACE

Baegmund

Women are importan~ economic actors in most developing and transitional countries. 11uough
their involvement in small ente!prises and the informal sector, for example, women make
important contributions to tbe economy. In addition, women's economic participation is
associated positively with household welfare, since women devote much of their income to meet
Camily needs.

The process ofpolitical and economic refonn underway in many developini countries offers the
potential for women to enhance their contributions to economic growth. However, in lOme
instances, the process has threatened women'5 roles in the workplace and has had undemrable
repercussions on women's lives more generally. Moreover, in nearly all devetGping countries,
women continue to be severely under-represented in the (nonaI workforce, 85 well 85 in
decision-making bodies in government, business, and acaderrJa. These factors may hinder
women's ability to contribute to and benefit from economic policies and political reforms.

In recognition of these iSlllUes and concerns, the Bureau for Global Programs has begun to design
a new initiative, the Participation of Women in the Economy and Reform (POWER) project,
with the assistance of a tam provided through the Private Enterprise Devdopment Support m
(pEDS· UI) project. The POWER project is intended to expand women's opportunitiC$ and
participation in the economy, in a manner that will complement the democracy activities of the
Bureau for G!~bal Programs 85 well 3 USAID missions' economic nfom and democracy
activities. The BUMIU for Global Programs envisions that the design of the POWER project will
take place in four phases:

• Development Q/ the AlIIlbtical Foundation, including: an in-depth revie\\i of recent
literature related to women's participation in the economy and economic policy-making;
a review of institutions in the United States and abroad that may be resources for
promoting women's economic participation; and preparation of an initial concept paper
outlining objectives of the POWER project, potential project initiatives, and issues to be
examined and tested thmuah field research.

• Field Rucarch qn4 TudDI, in Older to refine and update the central findings of the
literature leView and to test the demand and feasibility of the project initiatives proposed
in the initial concept paper.

• Nee' Duim, including: modification of the initial concept paper based on results
fromfiekhesearch; andprepuationoffuU-project design.

• Pilot lnuz1mwlltllioD of selected project activities.
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», UlrmtufJ Review

As the first element of POWER's analytical foundation, the literature lellieW was launched with
an exercise to determine collectively the main topics of the review. Pri'4" to wtiating research,
the USAID POWER Working Group and the PEDS mproject team endtJavored to focus the
review on issues directly and clearly Iinbd to women's economic participation and to reach
consensus on the specific issues to be included in the review. Specifically at the request of the
Bureau for Global Programs' Office of Economic and Institutional Refonn, members of the
Working Group and PEDS mteam submitted ideas regarding the five mas that they believed
the review should address and the five mu that the review should not address. This effort,
wJU~h became known as the -Five-in, Five-out Exercise,- provided the basis for defining both
the broad areas and the particular questions that the POWER literature review would aim to
address and answer. (A detailed summary of the results of the ·Five-in. Five-out Exercise- is
included as Annex B.)

Through the exercise, four issues emerged as central to POWER: economic policy reform, legal
and regulatory issues, business development, and institutional support and representation.
Accordingly, these four issues form the core of the literature review. The literature review did
not address two areas central to women's economic participation - microenterprise and
population and fertility - primarily because these issues are handled by other USAlD programs
and offices. A number of other areas also raised in the -Five-in, Five-out Ex=ise- - for
example, cult1Jral constraints, political representation and participation, and ·success stories- -
were,~ discussion, determined to be important but not central to POWER. As a result, the
Working Group and team decided that consideration of these issues would be woven t.'1to the
discussion of tlte four main issues where particularly relevant. Lastly, the USAID Working
Group and the PEDS m project team decided that labor force is!Jues (mcluding wage
differentials) would also be discussed in relation to the four core topics of the literature review
and that in-depth examination would best be conducted on acountry by country basis durin; the
field work phase of the POWER Project design. Based on this exercise, the content and format
of the literature was developed: the review contains chapten on each of the four central issues,
in the order mentioned, fonowed t.y a concluding chapter that highlights questions that remain
to be addressed dUMa subsequent elements and phases of project desi~.

Ikscarcb.MfI"MQIRO

The literature Je1ated to the generalaubject of women in development is enormous. Hence, the
tam's reswch methodology purposely excluded lender analyses ofa Jenera! nature and instead
focused on Iiterat~ that specifica1Jy explored lender vis-a-vis the four main topics - economic
policy reform, legal and regulatory issues, business development, and institutional support and
representation. With these parameters in mind. the tam gathered and read approximately two

__ ._ hundreclbooks.__articles._and doDor-fundecLltudies andevaIuations nnging.fmmeconomic
analy_ to feminist critiques to lCIdemic studies. In general, the team concentrated on the most
ncent literature, published after 1988.

2



The team obtained literature through searches of databases and holdings at several institutions
in the Washington, D.C. area, including USAID's Center for Development Information and
Evaluation library, Worl~ BanklIntemational Monetary Fund Jlbraries, the State Department
library, the Intema~ona1 center for Resr.arch on Women, and lrJeal universities. The team also
reviewed publications lists from several international organiza6ons such as the United Nations.
Finally, many USAID staff generously provided information on current activities in USAID
missions and written materials ftom their own w1ibnries.-

Two significant caveats regarding the literature review should be mentioned. First, the goal of
this review is to presenl the existing literatule concerning women's participation in the economy
and reform. The review does not analyze the data, nOt does it attempt to draw its own
conclusions regarding women's particIpation in the economy and morm. Furthermore, the
literature review also does not critically review the existinJ studies (i.e., analyze the advantages
and disadvantages of research methodology, etc.); however, in le1ecting information to be
included in the review, the research team did attempt to weed out the more polemic literature
containing less rigorous analysis.

Second, the review reflects the data and analysis currently available in the literature. While the
team attempted to gather the most recent literature, most documents are inherently subject to
time delays generated by the need to gather, analyze and then publish such materials.
Accordingly, some examples and information cited in the review may not reflect ·u~to-the

minute- conditions, particularly in countries that have undergone rapid change in recent years
(such as in Central and Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union). Instead, such examples
are utiJ.iZed to illustrategeneral principles and findings that transcend conditions in any particular
country at any specific time. As indicated above, information that appears -dated- will be re
examined during field work.
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ECONOMIC POLICY



CHAPrERI

ECONOMIC POLICY

A_ WHY GENDER MAnERS

The relationship between gender and economic policy is twofold: economic policies can have
different impacts on women than ""en, and moreover, the success o~ failure ofeconomic policies
depends in part on recognition of men's and women's different economic roles and constraints.
The importance of gender in economic policy, however, traditionally has not been incorporated
into the models that guide the formation of government economic programs. In the 19705,
policy makers began incorporating women into their analysis, but only as wlnerable groups,
recipients ofassistance and "drains" on public funds (Elson, 1991). In the 1980s, policy-makers
recognized that women could be agents of m.da1 development, who provide services, such as
health care, when government social expenditure proves insufficient.

The current literature argues that these frameworks are inadequate for designing economic
development policies. For~o reasons -one based on equity, the other on efficiency -- women
must he recognized as agents of economic development (SPA Workshop, 1994).2 The equity
argument io-;uses on the rights of women to enjoy the benefits of growth policies, as well as
rights to fuller participation in economic and social life. The efficiency argument, on the other
hand, aSserts that women make significant contributions to the economy at both the national and
household levels. Such contributions are often of great importance, especially as families find
it difficult to survive on one income and as the number of women-headed households grows
illfOund the world.3

This chapter explores the inteIpiaj' between gender and economic policy. The four main issues
to be eumined include: (i) gender-based constraints that affect women's economic participation;
(il) the relevance of gender in economic models; (iii) the gender specific impacts of economic
policies, including structural adjustment policies, on women in developing countries; and (iv)
the gender specific impacts of the transition from socialism to market-oriented economies.

2 Worbhop 011 Gender IMUelIIIId Economic Reform held in Much 1994 by the Special Proaram ofAMistance
to Africa (SPA), • donor COIlIOrtium that coordinates usilltaDce to the debt-distressed adjusting countries of sub
Sabum Africa.

3In Latin America, eRtimaw of female-beaded households rup from 2S to 33., with figures OD the rise and
fNeD higher in urban arr.as (Mulhern and Meum, 1992). In parts of East Africa and Southern Africa, the data are
1iJiUlir.--ljiPiifI ofWeltAfrica~ hOwever; verY- feiW lioUJeholdl are repOrtedu heillj heIded hy women (Collier,
in ])emr;y, It aI., 1990). Mebra, et aI., 1992 DoteI that in the AsialNear East region, u in otheI'regions, -.
dilpfCl!t".AOOnateJlumherofwomm-headed lioUleholds live in poverty ad depend on women'. income for survival
(M~.;. $ aI., 1992, p. 14). Ia Morocco ad Sri Lanka, for example, 15 percent (1989 fiaure) of the nmI
popuIatiOIl and 17 perceIlt of all households (1981) were beIded by WOIllell, respectively.
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1. Gender-Based Constraints

Several authors, inclmting Diane Elson, Si:~nior Lecturer at the Department of Economics,
University of Manchester, England, argue that due to a number of gender-based factors, women
and men face different constraints in their abilities to respond to economic po]~cy incentives.
These differences in constraints, discussed below, affect both the s:-read of benefits and costs
and the success or failure of economic policies.

a. Women's Dual Roles .

One factor affecting women's participation in and benefit frOm economic policy reforms is
derived from their wdual roleswin paid and unpaid work - • ••• earning income represents only
one component of women's overall economic activity. Women are also responsible for
providing for most of their families' needsw(Grown and Sebstad, 1989, p. 937). Around the
world, this dual role (which takes many ferms, including unpaid work on family farms or in
family-owned enterprises and day-to-day housework r':tated to family upkeep) is primarily
performed by women. In addition, according to an International Labour Organisation (1984)
study, this wdouble burdenwdoes not decrease as women increase their activity in the paid work
force, nor is it reduced by men who are unemployed and thus have time to share in family care
(lLO, 1984, as discussed in Arriagada, 1990; Elson 1991). Dual roles not only place stress on
women's time, but often require women to make difficult choices in the allocation of their time
and resources between their competing responsibilities.

i<esearch shows that women's unrecorded work is significant. According to a United Nations
(1991) study on time-use, in all developed and developing regions except North America and
Australia (where the hours are almost equal), women spend more time working than men. In
Latin America and the Caribbean, women work 5.6 hours more per week than men; in Africa
and Asia, women average 12 to 13 more working hours per week than men (United Nations,
1991). In the former Soviet Union, women worked 17.4 more hours per week than men
(Rimashevskaia, 1992). The United Nations (1991) examined working hours per week by
gender in two countries, C6te d'lvoire and Nepal. Table 1-1, which presents the U.N. data on
these countries, not only shows women's longer work week, but also provides evidence that
Wwomen's time in economic activity is comparable to men's in developing regions when non
market economic activity is taken into accountW(U.N., 1991, p. 83).
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TABLE I-I
TIME SPENT IN WORK

(bonn per week)

ECONOMIC ACTIVITY Unpaid Total Work
House-work

MARKET WORK Non-Market Total
Economic

WaaeSalary Own- Activity·
Account and

Fmnily
.

C6te d'Ivoire (nual)

Women - 11.9 10.3 22.1 25.4 47.6

Men - 20.3 3.0 23.~ 4.2 27.S

Nepal

Women 3.2 29.1 IS.J 47.S 28.2 7S.7

Men 8.7 23.1 6.4 47.1 S.5 52.6

• IJIctudes Ullpaid work in fiiml1y elll.erpriJe. and ~bliJleDCe aJricU:ture and ocher umemunented economicactivity in bouaehotdllUch
u water c:arryilll, ftJelplberiq IIId own c:c.GIbUctlon.

J2mJ: .Data ftom nationaillUdin compiled by lbe Statillical ornee orlbe Unll8cl Nationa5eeretariat (U.N., 1991.!,>.t.l).

b. Limited Control Oyer Resources

Another gender-based factor affecting women's full participation and benefit from economic
reform policies is women's unequal access to and control over productive resources. Guy
Standing (1989) argues that due to asymmetric rights and obligations, women may not have
control over such inputs as their own labor and labor time, land, tools, workspace, or
information. Also, women often do not have control over raw materials and are subject to
exploitation by intermediaries, monopolist merchants or manufacturers. Women who must deal
with an intermediary frequently lose control over their output and the proceeds of their output.
Lastly, women may lack control over "labor reproduction," i.e., "the ability to develop and
maintain the woman's own 'skills' and work capacity· (Standing, 1989, p. 1091). This lack of
access and control constrains women's ability to respond to market forces and policy incentives.

c. Household Decision-Makin&

Women's participation in the economy and benefit from economic policies is also affected by
the way household ~ decisions aremad~,,-Microeconom.ic~ theory assumes household unity and
altruism, such that household decisions increase the utility of the entire unit. Blackden and
Morris-Hughes (1993), using the case of sub-Saharan Africa, show these assumptions to be
inaccurate. Sharing of decision-making and resources between spouses, in sub-Saharan Africa
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as elsewhere, is unusual. Women are found to spend their incomes on joint household and
community needs (as opposed, perhaps, to using some or more of the mon~y to expand their
businesses, skills or productivity), while men are more likely to retain part of their income for
discretionary personal expenditures. This lack ofjoint decision-making and unequal sharing of
resources within households increases the burden on women. Women alone must devise family
survival strategies and make difficult. choices when household income faIls. 'This sole
responsibility for stretching the household budget costs women time and resources, especially
as economic conditions worsen (EIson, 1991).

d. Other Factors

The literature also identifies several other gender-based factors that influence women's economic
~'Uticipation. Caroline Moser's study for the World Bank cites labor demand and supply
constraints (Moser, 1994). Those particularly affecting women include: physical mobility
constraints because inadequate transportation may increase travel time to and from work to M

extent that is incompatible with women's domestic responsibilities; unsafe neighborhoods (either
at the workplace or home) which limit where and when women can work due to personal safety
coneems; gender typing of jobs due to employers' and customers' perceptions of qualities of
female and male labor (e.g., the perception that women will have higher turnover and
absenteeism due to childrearing responsibilities); and restraints on employment of women due,
for example, to protective legislation. Other authors, such as Mehra, et al., note that "in many
countries of the Asia and Near East regions, the cultural belief is that, ideally, women should
not work outside the home· (Mehra, et aI., 1992, p. 9); cultural constraints are often an issue
throughout the world.

2. The Relevance of Gender in Economic Models

Widely used development economics models, based on neoclassical and structuralist approaches,
tend to ignore the £cnder-based constraints described in the previous section as well as their
subsequent effects on labor force participation and distribution. These models: fail to record
women's unpaid work because it is not transacted on the market - that is, the models fail to
record the full extent ofwomen'sparticipation; and do not recognize that certain constraints will
affect the ways in which women can allocate resources (including their labor) and respond to
policy incentives - that is, their occupational distribution. The sections below discuss one
aspect of women's participation that is not recognized - that is, their unpaid labor - as well as
women's sectoral distribution of labor. The latter discussions is important because "careful
attention must be paid to the sectoral and occupational distribution of employment by gender if
one wants to selectively enhance women'5 income-eaming capacity" (Hood, et aI., 1992, p. 27).
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a. Women's Unpaid Work

Policy-makers' failure to recognize women's "dual role"4 has important implications for
women's lives and economic policy. Elson argues that policies that ignore women's "dual role"
are based on the implicit assumption that women wiII supply, under any circumstances, the
necessary resources and efforts to maintain their families, without reducing their capacity to
participate in other forms ofpaid production (BIson, 1991 and 1993). Women's labor, however,
is JIm infinitely elastic. As the box below shows, u:lder crisis, such as periods of substantial
falls in the level of national output and disruptive changes in its sectoral composition, a
"breaking point" may be reached. Women's ability to perform their multiple roles may break
dow. Over the long-term, declines in health, education and nutrition have an adverse impact
on economic output (Elson, 1991).

WOMEN'S ROLES: GUAYAQUIL, BCUADOR

BMttl Oil ruearch ill Guayaquil, EcUJJdor, MOStr JiNb t1uJI 1M capaclly oJ low illcome womell 10 cope wilh
dum;e dflftrs accordillg 10 wlutlu!r ,hey an, as Moser terms thmt..

-(i) WO".'II who G1W coPIn6 • 71iese an 1M wtRrU!1I bolandllg their Ihree roles. They lITe more liUly to be ill
stllble reltJlionships, with ptJJ'tIIers who have reliable sources o/illcome. Tht household illcome is liuly to be
Sllpplemellled by otlu!rs WOrldllg, and lhere may be otherftmales also involved ill rej,rodllctive work. ..

(Ii) WHI'. "Ma,.. buml old - Thtse are womell 110 10llger btJItJ11cillg their three roles, whose productive role
1uu INrcmw pl'tdDminalll. 'I'My tJn ~;~ UUly 10 be wonwll who head households or tJ1W llu! primDry illCOlrlt
elll7/l17 world"O ill dowwtic snvlce, wilh ptJI"tMrs who mtJ1c6 110 jllltJllci4l colltrlbution 10 lhe household. They
aTe oftell older women at the end oftheir reproductive cycle, physically and mentally uJuzltsltd qfter yean oj
I'UpOtLribillty for a large IIID1lbn ojtkpttuhlllS. 77teir llItJbility 10 btJItJllce lheir roles results ill a leruhllCY to hand
OVf!T all reproductive ruponsibiUties to oIthr daughters who ctIII1IOl or will IIOt talee all 1M necusary
rupotLribility. Tht collSlqlUnce is that lheir yDWlger still tkpel1tklll child,.11 drop 011I ofschool and rotI1II 1M
strW~ts...

(iU) W...w,v dN 1uufIi1rI Oil - 77we women an utuhr pressure but still tryillg 10 btJItJ11ce IUir tltre~ roles.
mIIlillg choi", tkpeltdillg Oil the compositiOIi o/IM household GIld the lJCIelll to which DlMr household IMIfIbIrs
tJ1W prtWitl/llg re1itrb1~ lPU:(IffV. SMM tJIY MlDMtll witItDIII JJtI11rIn8, who, "they aN the mtJi" lIICOfIW etmW'l hGW!

IIII'POrt from otherftmalu. 0thnI tJn WOIfW" with parlMrs who have been forwl to work 10 lu!1p pay for t1u!
llIt:I"tllMll hollStho1d 0IM1fSU. 77uue womell an usillg lipjiItu,. 1WStJurt:U 111 orde10 slU'ViW! tadJIy, seltding their
IOU Dill to work. oruepillg lheirdmAgltJen alltome tIJ taU overdorrtutic responsibilities. - (MOStr. 1989, p. 81).

.4_~~().~.M~,YJ1M,)JIClIrrentIY\\'i~_d!eWorld~,t:'!"nifiesa -triple ~I~- ofWOmen ill moBtl9\Y
income houIebolcll in developina countries compri" of nprocIuclive work, productive work. and colDJDUllity
manqina wmk, iDcIudiDa the provision of bouIiD.1Ild buic ~icel lOCh u water and health care. Literature
reprdina the former Soviet bloc also mentions a triple role for women, includiD,: production (work outside the
home), reproduction (dolllllltic- or family-related work), and COIISUmption (i.e., time speat tryiD. to purchue scarce
.oocII).
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b. Resource Allocation and Response to Incentives

Not only do widely used economic models ignore the full extent of women's work and what this
means for women's capacity to take on additional functions, but also, by ignoring the
aforementioned constraints, they assume that women and men can allocate their resources llt
similar mannf:rs in response to given incentives. However, if women and men face different
constraints (which, as demonstrated above, is true), then two effects should occur (Collier in
Demery, et al., 1990). First, as Collier reasons, ifconstraints differ by gender, then "female
controlled resources should, as a consequence, be distributed over economic activities very
differently than male-controlled resources" (Collier, in Demery, etat., 1993, p. 185-186). For
instance, as noted above, women often contribute significant portions of their earnings to
household needs, while men utilize portions of their income on personal expenditures. Second,
again foilowing Collier's argument, if men and women face different constraints, then "when
the structure of incentives change, so that it is optimal to reallocate resources, the process of
supply will differ systematically" (Collier, in Demery, et al., 1993, p. 185-186). For example,
due to time constraints linked to their dual role, women may not be able to participate in training
opportunities in order to quaHiy for better positions, even though it would be optimal to pursue
such training because it may lead to advancement and improved incomes. In other words, in
this example, women cannot reallocate two types of resources -- time and labor - in response
to economic incentives.

3. Labor Force Structure

Traditional economic models do not consider gender-differentiated allocations of resources
(including individuals' labor) and responses to incentives. Thus, the models fail to recognize
the division of labor by gender which results from the different allocations and responses. Table
1·2 illustrates how men's and women's labor was allocated differently across sectors in 1980.5

This table reveals several interesting characteristics of the labor force structure in the selected
countries. Key points that are revealed include:

• Dere is a wide variation within regions regarding the numbers of women that are
recorded as part of the "economically active population" (BAP). In fact, the countries
selected were chosen specifically to demonstrate high, medium and low registered
economic activity. It should be noted that the data presented use the ILO's definition of
economic activity, which includes those who work (or are looking for or available for

S The reproduction of puts of the U.N. table is iDteoded to illustrate the differeDCeI between women', and
mee's IIeCtorai distribution, 18 well IS the questions niHd by IUCb data. Tho data is IS of 1980. It is important
to DOle that aiDce that elate, DIlDy interventions and events have occurred that may affect and cbaDae the data. For
iDItaDce, IiDco 1980, DIlDy COUDtries have UlldeqoDe 8eYore economic crisis and, 8Ubsequendy have implemented
1WClUfII·lIJjUlOllellI poticiel. TIle U.N•.cJif& •.U6cJ tlecauae .IMy are compartbIe· cJita:· more receDe·data·on
iDdividual COUIItri. may be availablo, but it is DOt po88ible for the team to compare data pIhered from different
IIOtIn* UDder varyia, metbodoloJies. AccordiDaly, the fiJUfel prrantecl in the table do Dot I'Opre&ellt today's
·picture,· hut iDsteId provide a IllApsbot of ItnJctural cbancteristics that demoDSttate the poiDts made in this
IeCtiOil.
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work at least one hour in the reference week) in wage and nonwage activity in both the
formal and informal sectors.

• In the selected Sub-Saharan -1frIcan and Asian countries, the numbers indicate a clear
concentration of workers - both male and female -- in agriculture.

• The data for the three Near East and North -1frIcan countries, by contrast, show varying
distributions of labor across sectors, both on gender and country bases.

• The cited Llltin American and Caribbean Mtions demonstrate a heavy concentration of
women in services and relatively little participation in agriculture, with men distributed
mainly in agriculture, but with significant participation across the sectors.

• Finally, the table illustmtes the clear effect of the former Soviet bloc's policies on
women's participation in the three etUtem European countries, particularly through high
overall participation rates; in addition, the numbers reveal not only women's
concentration in services, but also their comparatively significant participation in
industry.

The table is perhaps more interesting for what it does not reveal. Central questions that are
unanswered by the data presented include: why labor force participation rates for women are
relatively low in general, and extremely low in some countries; how the nature of women's
versus .men's participation differs within the same sectors; and, as mentioned above, how
underlying causes shape the data presented and therefore affect any attempts to change the
structure. Each of these issues is discussed below.

Low RecQrded Female PaniciIJation Bales: There are several reasons why female labor force
activity is under-reported in official statistics. First, census questioMaires often do not
sufficiently defme what constitutes "work," "job," "economic activity," or "occupation," with
the result that interviewers do not consider many of women's activities to be within these
categories. Second, interviewers often base economic activity on the person's main activity.
For example, if the woman cites "housework" as her main occupation, the interviewer may not
inquire further and thus will overlook her other activities even though they may be "economic."
Finally, subsistence-related activities often are simply not counted (Anker and Anker, 1989).

Table 1-2 demonstrates the undercounting of economic activity, especially for women. For
instance, the table shows an extremely low economic activity rate for women in Bangladesh,
Egypt and Guatemala. In order to carefully plan and target economic policies, policy-makers
need to be aware of such omissions within economic data.
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TABLE 1-2
ECONOMICALLY ACTIVE POPULATION IN SELECTED COUNTRIES

(1980)

MEN WOMEN

BAP, qes Employment by economic Country EM, ages Employment by economic
15-64 (S') leCtor, percent ill: 15-64 (95) leCtor, perceIlt in:

AI· • Ind. Serv. Ag. Ind. Serv.

SUB-SAIIARAN AFRICA

89.9 79.4 7.4 13.2 TIDZIIlia 86.0 91.9 1.7 6.5

93.4 83.7 6.3 10.0 Uganda 67.8 88.8 1.9 9.4

92.4 87.0 1.7 11.3 Mali 17.2 78.4 3.5 18.1

NEAR EAST AND NORTH AFRICA

82.0 35.5 34.2 30.4 Tunisia 22.6 33.1 44.8 22.2

84.6 48.0 23.0 29.0 Morocco 16.8 35.0 34.0 ~1.0

82.5 48.1 20.6 31.3 Emt 7.6 19.7 16.8 63.5

ASIA

88.6 90.8 0.8 8.5 NeplI1 46.0 97.0 0.3 2.8

82.6 58.4 13.1 28.5 Indonesia 37.9 54.7 13.0 32.4

88.8 75.0 6.0 19.0 Baogladesh . 6.2 n.o 6.0 22.0

LATIN AMERICA AND TIlE CARIBBEAN

84.1 42.4 22.9 34.7 Jamaica 71.3 18.2 8.8 73.0

88.4 55.8 19.8 24.4 EI Salvador 30.2 5.0 18.2 76.8

86.3 64.5 16.6 19.0 Guatemala 14.2 9.4 20.0 70.6

EUROPE

86.8 14.6 57.0 28.5 Czechoslovakia 74.6 11.8 40.6 47.7

84.2 27.3 46.5 26.3 Poland 67.7 30.0 29.8 40.3

85.5 20.7 47.7 31.7 Hungary 64.2 15.1 38.4 46.6

Note: The data on -employment by ecoaomic &eCtor- refer to population aged 10 years and over, except for the
---foDOWiIIaPolIDdllld-CiidloIIovakiafor Which-datl ..l for populatiOn Iged IS-and over.

&!JIg: Cwt from USAID, -Gender and Generation in the World's Labor Force: Module One: lDtem&tional and
NatiOlll1 Trends,· Wuhinpoa, D.C., DO date.
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Many of the activities that may be undercounted are in the informal sector. Available data
show, however, that the informal sector is indeed an area where women make important
conttibutions to the economy and household income. While women's participation is not greater
than men's in the informal sector, in many countries women's participation rate in the informal
sector is higher than their participation rate in the formal economy. For a number of reasons,
foremost of which is economic necessity, women's participation in the informal sector is
increasing. Around the world, informal sector activities comprise an increasing and vital share
of household income which should be counted.6

TABLE 1-3
WOMEN'S ECONOMIC ACTIVITY BY OCCUPATION

(19805)

Occupational Groups (Females per 100 Males)
Country

Admin., Clerical. Production, Agric., Hunting,
Managerial Sales, Service Tm:\8pOrt workers, Forestry workers

workers workers laborers

Guatemala 19 93 14 2

Jamaica - 182 :9 SO

BaDaladesb 2 29 20 1

lDdonema 7 86 36 SS

EI Salvador 19 188 32 22

Note: The group ·professicmal. teelmicaland relatAd workers' is Dot shown here. HOW/Ner. this group bas a
high ratio of women to men in most areas, which is due mainly to large numbers ~f women teachers.

Jm!is:!: United Nations, ·Women's Work and the Economy,· in The World's Women 197o-1990j 1':'D* and
SratistiCll, New York. 1991.

Nature q,fParticjpalio1l by Sector: Table 1·2 also fails to reveal another equally important fact
for policy-makers to consider in designing projects and programs. Generally, the jobs that
women and men hold differ, even if they work in the same sector. Women's jobs tend to offer:
Jower wages, fewer advancement opportunities, and less security. Moreover, overall, women
tend to be in a narrow range ofjobs characterized by repetition of tasks, low skill requirements,
and poor labor relations (Standing 1989). Table 1-3, above, demonstrates that relative to men,
women: are poorly represented among administrators and managers; and are highly represented
in clerical, sales, and service positions (such as nursing, social and catering work), which are

, Views 011 the quality of work in th~ informal sector vary by reaiOD. As MacEwen Scott (in Elson. 1991)
points out. in West Africa iafonnal sector work leads to opportunities for advancement; in Asia and Latin America
the informal sector is lSROCiated with low·paid, low·skilled. casual work.
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generally less prestigious and lower paying. Table 1-3 ~mphasizes the points discussed above,
particularly that the enumeration of women is often biased and incomplete, as demonstrated by
women's recorded representation as agricultural workers.

7be DlfllculO' atTran.fferring Resources.' Finally, Table 1-2 does not reveal the "hidden" factors
and constraints, described in Section 1 of this chapter, that prompt women and men to operate
in given sectors. These constraints, in combination with the nature of participation and human
resource endowments, affect any efforts to encourage transfers of resources (i.e., labor) from
one sector to another. (The difficulties of transferring resources from one sector to another are
describe in Section 2 of this chapter.)

Combined, these factors have important policy .implications. First, policies are less effective if
they do not take into account the way these gend~r-based factors affect the responses of all
economic actors. As Hood (1992) notes, the less mobile sex will become concentrated in
contracting sectors, a fact that is important for policy design. Recognizing where women are
in the economy, where economic opportunities are expanding, and how women's mobility is
constrained (particularly with regard to expanding sectors) enables policy-makers and donors to
help women make the most of these opportunities. Mehra, et al. (1992) point out such
opportunities for women in Asia and the Near F:.ast may exist in: nonagricultura1 wage work in
manufacturing; informal sector employment; agriculture; and professional and managerial
positions. In overlooking women's distribution in the economy and constraints to their mobility,
policy-makers may miss such opportunities. The result is inefficiency (lower growth,
productivity, and dynamism of the economy) and inequity, across gender. in the spread ofpolicy
costs and benefits.

B. ECONOMIC POLICY AND WOMEN IN DEVELOPING COUNTlUES.

Economic reform programs are typically comprised of: (i) measures to stabilize th,,= economy
through fiscal and monetary reform; (ii) measures to liberalize prices and markets in order to
promote fcraign and domestic competition; (iii) policies to promote the private sector; and (iv)
rationa1ization of public sector institutions (Blackden and Morris-Hughes, 1993). In some
countries, these types of policies may be undertaken in the context of structural reform.

It is important to note that the components, implementation, and timing of economic programs
vary frorrt region to region and country to country and that many different sub-groups (besides
women) within a population have been positively and neaatively affected by these policies. This
review, given its mandate, examines those policies where the literature reveals either gender
specific impacts or women-specific effects and focuses on the implications and opportunities for
women's benefit from economic policies and participation in the economy.7

1 ODe promiDent element of many llCOIIomic ptOlfIIDB, IlWDely fiDaDciai sector policy. is Dot included in this
_tion because the team found little litenture which addreDDd gender specflic effects of such restnlC:turin,. See
a.ptermfor diSCUlSions of the latest thinkiD, reprdiD, fiDucial sector reform OD WOmeD"Owned businesses.and
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several caveats are necessary before proceeding. The first, mentioned by several authors, is the
need to IeCOgnize that economic policies do not take place in a vacuum. While frequently
initiated by economic crisis, many of these policies also often take place during periods of
continuing and/or increasing economic crisis. As a result, there exist "inherent conceptual and
methodological problems in trying to separate th'7 effects of [government economic policies]
from those of recession and also longer-term tren(I;,11 (Baden, 1993, p. 4). For example, the
adverse effects of war, poor weather, recession, and rises in oil plice',s in many countries are
difficult to disaggregate from the effects of economic policies. Furt!lermore, it is difficult to
prove the counterfactual, that is, to detennine the outcom.e were the poli~ies not in place. As
a result, any analysis must proceed with caution. Another precaution .regards the present
inadt1uacy ofdata. Researchers must gather, and improve the methods for gathering, unbroken
time ~"'J'ies gender-disaggregated data. Furthermore, as !:ddeo (1993) notes, accuracy and
complrability of the data that do exist is questionable due to problems with conceptualization and
collection.

Lastly, it is important to point out that the purpose of reviewing the gender-specific and women
specific literature (versus the general literature) on ec:onomic policy is to identify how these
policies, many designed to increase efficiency, production, and development, affect women, i.e.,
(i) what are the effectc; on women in the short run and longer, and (il) are women able to take
advantage of the new opportunities created by economic policies?

1. Government Spendina and InYestment

One component of many countries' economic programs has been a reduction in government
expenditure, through cuts in subsid~es, price supports, and social service spending, and through
the reduction in the government wage bill and employment.

a. Price Liberalization

In some countries, in the short term, the removal of subsidies and price supports have reduced
real income for men and women alike. However, many authors contend tbat women have felt
the effects of these actions to a greater extent due to their mUltiple roles in the household. In
order to provide for their families, women have increased their unpaid work burden. For
example, with a rise in the price of food, women switch to cheaper forms of nourishment; not
only do women increase the time they expend shopping around to find the "best buys," but
cheaper foods requite more of the women's time to prepare. 111e need to buy smaller quantities
more often also increases the daily burden on women. In addition, women also often must
increase their unpaid work on family farms and in family-owned businesses.

of tho 1fIIder-based c:onstrai.ntB women face which limit their ~i1ity to take full advantl,e of Iiberalimd financial
markeII.
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Furthermore, when households reduce food
consumption because of rising prices and
drops in real income, often women's and
girls' food consumption is reduced by more
than that of men and boys (Bison, 1989).
Forexample, household strategies in response
to increases in the price of food have
contributed to -greater increases in
malnutrition amongst females than males in
certain area!l" of Sri Lanka (Commonwealth
Secretariat, 1989, p. 66). The text box to the
right illustrates the possible negative effects
on one family in zambia.

i-ls a result of the decline in real income,
women have also expanded their activities in
paid work. Tripp (1992) cites several women
in Tanzania who hold formal sector jobs, as
well as engage in "projects" in the informal
sector. One woman interviewed by Tripp
was a bank clerk who also ran a project
raising chick~ns. 8

Several authors note that devalUlltion of the
exchange rate has had short term similar
effects on women as the reduction in price
supports and subsidies, i.e., a detrimental
effect arising from decreases in real income,

SATISFYING BASIC NEBDS:
THE EFFECTS OF GOVERNMBN'I CUTBACKS
IN FOOD SUBSIDIES AND SOCIAL SERVICES

-Jessy Uve.r In alow-income area oftown III Ztunbia.
Since 1983, pricu ofJood aNI clothing Mve risen
mtV'Udly tJNIh.r luubtuul~ Illcome luuflilled to IIrep
paM. Most protsnfoods are too upeflSilleJor tllntl,
illcluding kopellta which was always considered an
llIUfnns,'ve protein food. Bread twJ cookJng 011 are
rllpidly h~ngluJ:uriu. Mealh nual prices have
also iffcretJ.Ud, and J,-s'Y is 110 longer oble to buy It
far breDltfast.

'I7te youngest chJld ftJl IU earlier with a respirtllory
Ilfftetioft, SM was IIOt admitted to the hospital
HCtlUSe oj1HtJ tJnd stqJf shortages. 77u drugs sM
ulud 1Nre onl,v (Jvailoble III (J high price. Jusy
hadto bomnv to pay tM bill. 'I'M child is H"er now
bur the cost of looldng tJfter her III home was very
hig" and J~ tr worried thal the stmU thing will
IuJppen agai" befttr, sM is able to repay Mr loan.

One itnn that has become much more expensive
recently is eduCtllion. 'There hove been i"creases In
school charges, books tJnd ulliforms. Jessy and Mr
husbar..d tJre already worried thal they will IIOt be
tlble 10 send the elden to secondary school. They
will hav, tojiNl ways ojearning income in thefamuzl
sector, but that is becoming salUrat.d tJnd the
Itmlillgs to be ItIIIU u, ucUlting. -

(EJaraet8 .from a ctISt study prepared for the
Commonwealth SecrettJritll by Alison Evans, Institule
ofDtvelopmenl &'UdJu, University ofSussu as dted
iff Commonwealth &crettJritll, 1989, p.28)

• While ODe caDIlOt ,eneralize from In individual case study (perhaps other iadividual women have been helped
by the rille in priCM of the products they lieU) these examples show the possible effects a w611-inlentioaed economic
policy may have on certain portions of the population. Policy-makers must be sensitive to these possible outcomes
in order to eaable more of their citizens to tlke advlUltage of economic opportunities.
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especially for those involved in service sector,9 and increases in the cost of living (Mulhern and
Mauz6, 1992). Heyzer (1988, as cited in Elson 1991) studied the effects of the 1986 devaluation
on poor women in a small village in East Java, Indonesia. Here, rising prices increased
women's field work for those with land and forced other women without land to become low
wage workers in whatever job they could obtain. In addition to their daily chores, the end result
for these women was a longer and harder working day.

On the other hand, a study in Tanzania by Booth, et al., 1993 (cited in Blackden and Morris
Hughes, 1993) produced different results. Here, the availability of consumer goods at
international prices was considered an improvement by poor people and particularly women.
In addition, liberaIization stimulated production in the village economies.

b. Social Service Spendina Cuts

Similarly, reductions in social service spending, upon which women rely more because of their
childbearing and rearing roles, have shifted the burden for providing these services from the
state onto women. One ~xample is reductions in government spending on health care. In
zambia, women's time and resources were overburdened due to their role in ensuring family
well-being (Evans and Young, 1988 as cited in Elson, 1991). Women reported spending more
time caring for other household members who fall ill. Furthermore, if 3 hospital stay is required
by family members, due to shortages in equipment and personnel, women must go to the
hospital to provide meals and care during treatment. Not only does this increase women's
unpaid.work, but it can also affect women's ability to participate in paid work. Evans and
Young report the case of one women who missed the entire planting season due to her
responsibility to a hospitaIized relative. Elson (1989) also notes that when charges are
introduced for services, such as health and education, girls and women are more likely to have
reduced access. In the long run, women's role as "shock absorbers" (Hood, 1992) hampers the
development of their human capital and their future productive ability.

As BIackden and Morris-Hughes (1993) note, detrimental cutbacks in social sector expenditures,
however, are not intrinsic to economic reform. Indeed, countries such as Botswana, Mauritius,
and the Gambia have sustained or increased core soCial expenditures during adjustment. The

• The literature provides little information on impact of economic policies on women in the service sector.
illcludiq tourism. Seven! authol'lJ felt that more rMeII'Ch in thill ... ill aeeded, eIlpeCially since -expilldin,
lelViCel accouIlt for much of the increue in women'. ecoaomic participation in the developed reaiODll, in northern

c-h_----------AliiCAliiJweifemAiii;iiiOiDLitiiiAiMiiealDot!iican6_li·-{tTiWid~aifolU;1991~P:-92r.-·lDdeed.in1.liiii

America IIICl the CaribbelD. between 60 IIId 70 percent ofthe tlCOIIOmicaJly active women are employed in services
(United Natioas, 1991). In Asia and the Pacific and in Africa. amoDI the few women who work outllide of
apiculture. three times .. many work in services u work in industry (United Nations, 1991).
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important issue, therefore, is how cuts in spending are implemented, how limited public funds
are allocated, and thus, how the costs and benefits of spending are distributed}O

c. Retrenchment. Waae Cuts and Privatization

In the past, governments often pursued policies that encouraged the growth of govemmel~t

agencies and parastatals. Women comprised between 23 and SO percent of public sector
employees in Latin America and the Caribbean, between 10 and 3S percent in Asia and the
Pacific, and bet.ween.11 to 41 percent in Africa (Baden, 1993).11 In the former Soviet bloc,
women constituted a larger percentage of government workers. Specifically, women typically
comprised over 6096 of public employees (Coopers & Lybrand, 1991b, Fang, 1993, and
Paukert, 1993).

Studies on the gender-differentiated effects of a reduction in the government wage bill (through
wage and job cuts and privatization) are mixed. While Baden (1993) suggests there is no clear
evidence that women suffer numerically more from public sector retrenchment, other studies
(e.g., U.N., 1991, and Hood, 1992), assert that women have been disproportionately squeezed
out ofpublic sector employment. These mixed results may be due to two factors (Baden, 1993).
First, men are ge~r(Jlly more highly represented in the public sector (except in some Latin
American countries), suggesting that cutbacks would have a larger impact on them. Second, and
by contrast, because they are often the last hired and are concentrated in lower level jobs,
women may be more vulnerable during retrenchment (Mehra, et aI., 1992).

A reduction in real income from wage cuts orfreezes has similar effects on women's unpaid and
paid work as those described in tile section above entitled "Price Liberalization." For example,
the Commonwealth Secretariat mentions that "[iln Ghana, in July 1984, even the upper middle
civil service salaries could cover barely 10 percent of the minimum nutritional diet of a five
person household" (Commonwealth Secretariat, 1989, p. 65). Existing evidence suggests that
both men and women may be leaving the public sector ·voluntarily" due to declines in real
wages, in order to set up businesses in the informal sector. However, the Commonwealth
Secretariat notes that, "income-eaming opportunities [in the informal sect.or] lessen with the
decline in formal sector incomes" (Commonwealth Secretariat, 1989, p. 62). This is evidenced
in the cases ofBrazil and Zambia, where increased competition for limited business opportunities
in the informal sector has resulted in a decline in average incomes.

10 IBBUeI of l!mh expenditure quality IIId quantity are of importllDce. ID the cue of sub-SaharaD Africa, shifts
in 8JM11din, to prinwy education (even thou,h spendin, in the education leCtor u a whole declined) has had positive

_._e!f~ts. ~.\l'()-.~ ~rI~_~ .~ir abili~ to~eJ~ ~il!s toJ_ticipate in the econolJ'.Y·

II Data reprdin, trends in womea's share of public leCtor employment by country WII not available in the
litenture. Studies aualyzina IUCh cia.. are desirable became they would provide more definitive conclusions
reaanlin, the effects of public leCtor retrenchment on women over time.
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On a qualitative level, many authors agree that the loss of a public sector job is worse for
women because: (i) women find it harder than their male counterparts to secure new work in
the organized sector, and thus are forced into the informal sector where conditions are m~re

precarious (Baden, 1993, and Commonwealth Secretariat, 1989); and (ti) women's position in
the labor market may deteriorate because, compared to the private sector, public sector
employment eften pays better wages, is more secure, and is relatively free from discrimination
(Baden, 1993). The last point is evidenced, for example, in many countries by smaller wage
gaps between men and women in the public sector versus the private sector (Mehra, et al.,
1992). Furthermore, as men lose public sector jobs, women are forced to increase their paid
work to compensate for the loss of household income.

In addition, Tripp (1992) writes that in Tanzania privatization measures have not included
policies to create a "friendlier" environment to the small-scale production in which a majority
of women are engaged. Instead, accompanying policies have been directed at large-salle
industries.

2. Export Promotion

Export promotion programs are anoth~r important focus of many economic programs. Countries
which embraced such policies serve as examples of how an export orientation can encourage
women's participation in the economy. The correlation between an export orientation and
women's participation is particularly evident in four atIvanced developing countries in Asia,
namely Hong Kong, Singapore, South Korea and Taiwan" Susan loekes (1991) ofthe University
of Sussex's Institute of Development Studies notes tJ.',at it is not by chance that these four
economies are distinguished by very high proportion" of women in the formal labor force in
general and in the industrial workforce in particular.

Rather than coincidence, Joekes contends, this situation "reflects the export intensity of
production in the industrial sector, and the fact that, worldwide, expansion of export
manufacturing by developing countries has demanded and created a female workforce. The high
rates of participation of women in [Hong Kong, Singapore, South Korea and Taiwan] has
allowed the labor absorptive strategy embodied in their macroeconomic policies to be pursued
to the most" (loekes, 1991, p. iii). In essence, in export sectors, the success of government
policies to attract export industries has depended on a supply of women who will accept jobs
with low wages, low security and limited career opportunity.

The authors reviewed agree that women, particularly in Asia and Latin America, have benefitted
in the (J.U41IIilY of employment generated in certain industrial subsectors by export promotion
policies. In developing countries, there is a po';itive correlation between export orientation in
the industrial sector and women's share of employment in that sector (Wood, 1991 as cited in
loekes, 1993; and Mulhern and Mauz6, 1992). In EPZs (which often comprise a portion of

-- -----govemmenf export promotiOn effijrti~; for-eQnip~--womentYPTcanYcOritprlse15trofthelabOr

force (Standing, 1989). This figure is most likely an understatement of women's actual
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involvement, as it does not consider those casual workers employed in export production through
subcontracts or through homework in the informal sector (Mulhern and Mauze, 1992).

The percentage of women employed in each country also depends on the product mix of exports
(Ioekes, 1993). For example, those exports requiring a less skilled labor force generally employ
more women than those that require higher technical expertise. However, some authors (such
as Baden, 1993 and loekes, 1993) find that these gains from export employment may not be
sustainable. Evidence from EPZs in Mexico and Singapore suggests that over time, women's
share in the EPZ labor force will decline as productionp~ change and demand for
technical and more skilled workers rises.

Regarding the fJU4litJ of jobs created by export promotion, the evidence and view points are
mixed, with some authors citing the negative impacts of "exp!oitation" and others pointing to
the positive effects of "integration" (Hughes and Bryson, no date). On the "negative" side,
women predominate in industries and jobs that require little training and a law level of skills.
"Women's" jobs are monotonous, menial, highly specialized and repetitious. Several authors
also cite the concentration of women in specific industries (e.g., garments and electronics) and
the few, if any, opportunities for career advancement in the export sector. Women are less
likely to hold supervisor and manager positions (!LO, 1985; Hyzer, 1989 as cited in Hughes and
Bryson, rna date). Furthermore, "when their fingers become less nimble, their vision less sharp,
or they become pregnant, women lose their jobs and are replaced by younger workers. These
displaced. workers are often physically unable to work at any other industrial jobs" (Elson &
Pearson, 19tn as cited in Hughes and Bryson, p. 4). 'Thus, some conclude that any advantages
are short-Iiw.d.

On the "positive side," despite the persistent wage gap between men and women, other authors
contend that earnings for women in the BPZ sector are relatively good compared to traditional
opportunities outside of the zone (loekes, 1993; Moghadam, 1990). Often a wage job is
considered by many to be better than a no-wage job. Women's standards of living rise, and they
become less dependenton men (Hughes and Bryson, no date). Other nonmaterial benefits include
improved self-esteem, the chance for social intercourse, exposure to modem ideas, and group
solidarity. In addition, women's assessments of their position in BPZs has been more positive
than in other sectors (Wolf, 1992, as cited it. Joekes, 1993).

Ioem (1993), warns that the above positive findings must be qualified in three ways: (i) only
a small number of developing countries participate as exporters in the intemBtional trade of
modem products and services; (il) the picture ofthe total employment effect resulting from EPZs
is-incomplete in that, for example, there may be offsetting effects in the informal sector related
to exporting; and (iii) as described above in the Mexico and Singapore example, the potential
long term impact of EPZ employment on women is still not known. Moghadam also notes that

___._____ _ these findinl-s. mus_Lb~LCVlaJi6_ed.for_the. Near EaslJJ.S..wdl.. wh~_"JI1e.hig1tcon~l]ttations~f _
. female labor in TNCs [transnational corporations] characteristic of Southeast Asian and some
Latin AmeriClm countries is rarely found ••. , partly because EOI [export oriented
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industrialization] has not been pursued by aU the countries of the region and partly because of
reliance on revenue and foreign exchange from oil exports" (Moghadam, 1993, p. 40-41).

3. AWCVlturaJ Reform

Except for Latin America and the Caribbean
(where the majority of women's recorded
work is in the services sector), studies show
that in most developing regions, the
percentage of economically active women
who work in the agriculture sector is greater
than the percentage of men in this sector
(Dixon-Mueller and Anker, no date, as cited
in MSI, 1992). Even in Latin America and
the Caribbean, however, "nearly half of
family income Ul the region's small farm
sector is generated by women's work in
agriculture" (FAO, 1987 as cited in Martfn
p. S). Mehra, et al, (1992) note that this role
is increasing in the Asia and Near East region
as men are migrating to cities and foreign
countries or are drawn to nonfarm
employment. Women therefore are left with
responsibility for family farms.

GENDER AND AGRICULTURAL
IlBFORM: ZIMBABWE

UNkr~'"Ra~ttl~lIIProRYilm, tJlI part of
1M ecolltRflic reforms III t!1tt 1980f 11Itl1U1ed to
i,.cretJll~ productioll tINl ~"CDurtJ8e~CDMmiCgrowth,
-lUll art gi~II ow.rship of 1M land tUId control
o~ produetio';. 77u ma1~ heod ofhousehold can
commtJIId 1M IiIbor ofhis wift twl childT~II tINl can
dt.:Jo.re how much to t:tJmpellSal~ or support tItsn. III

mall)' ctJSU, thU ctmtpellSaJiOIl is IMdequal~, and
IMII IJMNlmuch of1M projils.fromfamily-produud
crops Oil tlumselvu. 1M Zimbabwe uampl~ shows
that I,. mallY CQSU, prlVaJiVlllOII ofland mtlY aetlUJlly
N WOr.f~ tIum traditional land t~,.ur~ practices wlure
womell hads~cur~ righJs to landforfarming. UNkr
priWJJi:JJriOll tlu hUSMnd CtIIt IIOW choose w!lttlher or
IIOt his wife g~1S 'hIs'land,' she has 110 l~gai right,
SoTM WOTMn get 110M, tINll/a woman is divorced or
widowed, w may lose whatev~r In.recur~ access 10

land she had- (Gordon, 1991, p, 31).

Thus, as is the case with exports, the high representation and importance of women in the
agricultural sector means those agricultural policies that take gender into account are more likely
to be successful. Unfortunately, "despite the overwhelming evidence of women's essential, and
sometimes dominant, role in agricultural production, study after study in the last decade has
shown that women still have deplorably limited access to land, credit, technology, agricultural
inputs and government extension servicesw (Mary Altomare, 1990, as cited in MSI, 1992, no
page number). For example, April Gordon, who teaches sociology atWinthrop College in South
carolina, points out several examples from Africa. In zaire, Kenya, Cameroon's Northwest
Province and Zimbabwe (described in the box above), agricultural reform policies have resulted
in the accumulation of land under men's control, thus further limiting women's access to
procfuctive factors and limiting their ability to contribute to eConomic development (Gordon,
1991).

In addition, when government agricultural policies focus on commercial crops for export which
are usually produced by men, some women must increase their work burden on their husbands'
farms. Thus their lives become even more difficult due to additional time and resource
constlaints to-produce-crops-for domesticand-family-consumption ·(6ordoni--l~landP-Ao-;

1990 as cited in MSI, 1992). On the other hand, some women who have no rights to the land
or to the profits from the cash crops have refused to work on their husband's farms, thereby
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lowering crop output (Gordon, 1991). These examples show that when incentives are geared
toward men (without consideration of women's role), agricultural policies may lead to negative
impacts on women and less successful programs.

4. DereBu1ation of Labor Markets and Business Environments

In an effort to provide investment incentives to the private sector, many developing counbies
have deregulated their labor markets, though the extent of such deregulation varies country by
country. Deregulation may be explicit - for example through reversal ofprohibitions regarding
work at home - or implicit - through inadequate monitoring of labor legislation. Often,
deregulated environments allow companies to reduce benefits and pay and to engage in informal
relationships with emplOYees, such as subcontracting, in an effort to cut costs and remain
competitive. This "casualization" of labnr is becoming more common throughout the world.
This has implications for women because when "low-wages spread, ••• women's employment
in [these jobs] increases" (Standing, 1989, p. 1078). For example, in Latin America, women
dominate the outwork associated with export production.12

Deregulation also often involves a reduction in registration and other formalities in setting up
a business. The Commonwealth Secretariat notes that in a less regulated environment, "the
spontaneous, competitive, market driven, labour-intensive activities of the informal sector can
not only help meet the immediate needs of the poor but also may conbibute to long term
development. For example, economic deregulation is thought to have increased opportunities
to the !'higglers" in Jamaica, many of them women, who buy and sell almost anything in an
extremely competitive environment" (Commonwealth Secretariat, 1989, p. 63).

Mulhern and Maum (1992) raise a related point: while deregulation encourages growth in the
informal sector, regulation and enforcement of labor legislation may have a similar effect, i.e.,
stringent labor legislation may limit the hiring of women in the formal labor force and may push
them into and keep them in their only other option for paid employment, the informal sector.
While women, especially with small children, might enjoy the flexibility of such work, this
arrangemC'c1t affords the workers littlelegal recourse when problems arise, limits workers' ability
to~, :a"d transfers the cost of depreciation of the tools used in production to the worker.

Unregulated work in the home may also jeopardize the health and safety of the whole family.
As the above discussion shows, while inerem;ng the number of jobs, and hence income
opportunities available to women, the deregulation of the labor market also may tkcreose the
qUlllity of women's employment (Mulhern and Maum, 1992; see also Mitter, 1994).

•••

12 While this viewpoint has DOt yet been tested, lOme authon reel that there is Dot. lltroDI connection between
outworklCH'ulization or labor ad exports. For iDstmce. Kreu,er hypothesizes that outwork is Dot • viable

.substitute lor rormat productiOll JiVeD quality requirementlmd larae orden (IS cited in Mulhern and Mauz6, 1991).
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Most economic programs have been designed without consideration for gender at the outset. As
a result, women are still, and sometimes even more, constrained from taking advantage of the
opportunities in the economy. As the next section demonstrates, the transition from socialism
to market economies has also been undertaken with little attention to women's roles and
constraints, with similar results.

c. ECONOMIC POLICY AND WOMEN IN TRANSmONAL ECONOMIES

1. Parallels and Differences between DeyeJo,pina and Transitional Countries

While they began the economic reform process later than many developing countries, the
countries undertaking the transition from socialism to a market economy face many of the same
issues as the developing countries. Similar to many developing countries, countries in transition
have begun a restructuring process that includes: de-contro11ing prices and eliminating
government subsidies; balancing the budget deficit and eliminating easy credit for enterprises;
promoting growth in the private sector; privatizing and de-monopolizing state enterprises;
introducing domestically convertible currency; and facilitating free trade (Leven, 1991). As the
former Eastern bloc countries execute such policies, they have experienced some of the
prominent, immediate-term negative rePercussions, such as decreased availability of public
services, increased unemployment, and deteriorating household budgets. In some respects,
therefore, the broad issues faced by transitional countries fit within the general parameters
surrounding developing countries. However, some key differences exist between the two types
of countries. Some of the central defining features of women's participation in the former
socialist economies are discussed below; subsequently, the gender-~ific impacts of the
transition are described.

2. The Status of Women in Socialist Economies

Socialist economies exhibited a number of notable features related to women's participation in
the economy. Some of these features - such as high concentration of women in particular
sectors, limited participation in job-related training, limited participation in management, and
a -double- work day for women - are common to both developing countries and former Soviet
bloc countries. Others - such as high female labor participation rates, high female education
levels, and social policies that encouraged women's participation - may be particular to the
socialist economies. These features are important to consider as the countries undergo the
difficult transition to market economies.

a. Hiah Female Labor Participation Rates

The participation of all citizens - male and female - in building socialism was an ideological
__ .. ..._ .---comerstone-of that system...-Official-policy.-and-ideology- comIHned-witheoonomie-imperative

(i.e., the impossibility of providing for a family on one income) to promote high rates of female
labor participation in nearly all former Soviet bloc countries. For instance, across the former
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Soviet Union, women comprised 51 percent of the labor force in 1989, with regional fluctuations
ranging from a high of S5 percent of the labor force in Latvia to a low of 39 percent in
Tadzhikistan (Rimashevskaia, 1992). In eastern European countries, women also represented
significant portions of the labor force: in Czechoslovakia, Poland, and Hungary, women
comprised nearly 46 to 47 percent of the labor force in each country.13

b. BiBb Concentration of Women in Particular Sectors

Althnugh women parpcipated actively in th~ labor force, their activity was concentrated in
certain sectors. Generally, women dominated fields such as economics, law, education,
medicine and health care, commerce, culture, and baokingl4

; in such fields, women often
comprised over 70 percent of workers. While women participated in lesser proportions in
industry, within that sector, feminized sub-sectors existed in areas such as textiles and shoe
manufacturing. (See, for example, Fong, 1993; Development Alternatives, Inc., 1994;
Rimashevskaia, 1992; Coopers & Lybrand, 1991a and 1991b.)

c. BiBb female Education LeyeJs

One of socialism's accomplishments was opening formal educational opportunities to all citizens,
whether male or female. Accordingly, the former socialist countries exhibit high levels of
female educational attainment, with women in some countries and age groups achieving
educational qualifications highe.r than (jeir male counterparts. Under socialism, however, the
educati~nal patterns by gender differed significantly between men and women. In general,
women tended to study liberal arts, health, economics and business (leading to the sectoral
concentrdtion of women in the labor force mentioned above), while men took up sciences and
engineering. Nevertheless, in some countries, namely Albania, Poland and Yugoslavia, women
were well-represented in sciences and mathematics, comprising over 60 percent of all students
in those fields (Moghadam, 1993).

d. Limited Participation in Job-Related Trainioa

Despite high levels of formal education, women in former socialist countries participated less
frequently in job-specific or skills-development training. As students, girls tended not to enroll
in vocational training (Coopers & Lybrand, 1991a and 1991b). In later years as workers,
Monica Fong15 (1993) finds that in Russia, women were much less likely to receive on-the-job

13 Data for CzechoIIovakia illl 1991 (paukert. 1991), for Poland II of 1989 (Coopen & Lybnnd, 1991b).
ad for Hungary II of 1988 (Coopers It Lybrand. 1991a).

I. These fields of concentration differentiate women ill the former Soviet bloc from women in many other
.JIe\'e1~COIIIltrieI._who...,...uy.do-lIOt.dmnin.'e ".~lIIIIdioRM-above.

15 MOllica Foa, is a lOCiO«Ollomia and women in development specialist in the Education and Social Policy
Department of the World Bank.
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training than men, even though on-the-job training generally forms an important part of skill
development and professional advancement in that country. Across the former Soviet Union,
approximately 25 percent of women do not acquire any further training and continue working
with the same qualifications that they had on entry into the labor market (Rimashevskaia, 1992).
In Hungary as well, most women had general schooling, rather than professional training -- even
though "the labour market recognizes professional training and not the level of education
received" (Hrubos, 1994, p. 311), with negative implications for career advancement.

Common reasons cited for women's lack of participation in job-related training are: time
constraints due to domestic responsibilities; inability to travel to other cities for extended periods
because of family responsibilities; and reluctance of managers to nominate women for training
because of their dual role and the perceived lower return generated from training women versus
men.

L' ·ted P .. . . Me. JmJ Jl'tiClpatiQn manaBement

Although they were highly educated, under socialism, women did not rise to higher management
levels in proportionate numbers. For instance, in Hungary 37 percent of men with advanced
degrees worked as upper- or middle-level managers, while only 12 percent of women did so;
of those with middle-level degrees, 35 percent of men held middle-management positions,
compared with 8 percent of women (Lampland, 1989, as quoted in Fong and Paull, 1993). Even
in "feminized" sectors of the economy, men rather than women held the higher managerial
positions. For example, in the former Soviet Union, women comprised: three-fourths of the
teachers, but only a third of the school principals; 70 percent of the doctors, but less than half
of the hospital administrators; and 70 percent of the engineers and skilled technical workers in
industry, but only 6 percent of the leaders of work collectives (Development Altemativet, Inc.,
1994).

The literature focuses on women's dual roles as workers and family caretakers (and the time
these roles required) as an explanation for women's limited participation in management. For
example, Sheila Puffer (1993) notes that being a manager in Russia was time-eonsuming;
"managers joked that they worked an eight hour day - from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m." (puffer, 1993,
p. 6). Thus, because of responsibilities at home, women simply may not have had time to
pursue managerial positions.
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f. "Double Day" for Women

In aU of the former socialist countries,
women were not only strongly encouraged to
participate fully in the paid labor force but
also continued to act as primary caretakers of
the family. The latter responsibilities, which
men shared only to a minimal extent, led to
what is commonly referred to as women's
"double day," which is illustrated in the box
to the right. The C)tistence of the double day
is related to or eXlllains many of the issues
outlined above, in dlat, as mentioned, women
often did not have l~me or energy to engage
in training or to compete for managerial
positions. In fact, rather than pursuing
opportunities that might enhance their
careers, Natalia Rilll1ashevskaia (1992) notes
that women may even change jobs and
I'rofessions to oneSl which they regard as
Dlore compatible wilth their family duties.

WOMEN'S "DOUBLE DAY"
IN THB CZBCH RBPUBUC

"The hoII#holtl MMif18 very nwch the domain ofthe
woman, tUIdhousework still take8 4'everal houn outof
mmry Cuch women'" tltJily scIwJulu. ... /n trIOn
Qech /tollStholds, tIu traditional division of labor
~rsIst8: women shop. txHJk. lalUfl1er, cktJII and take
(;lITe of the dUldrtn: mell do the handy woli and ill
.romefamilies Mlp oUl with tM s/topping al'Ulcooking.
Mell ~ considerably lightertltmruticworkload efl8llrU
tIu COllti1UUUlU of the unturlu-old Cuch pub
cultll~.

WOInt" 's utensive donlUtic dUliu allow her less tUM
to pun.u Mr urter. Also, luCiluse she is so busy in
both the workplace and tIu homl!, she is more liuly
to Iu ill, alfOther factor which could limit her
proftssional perfomumce- (USA/D, 1994).

g. Social Policies

As; a matter ofpolicy, socialist countries provided a number of services intended to promote and
ease full participation in the paid labor force by all citizens. Such services included childcare,
extended maternity IClaves, food subsidies, and housing. While many of the social policies were
gender-neutral in theory, (e.g., men normally were entitled to take leave to look after a child),
in f:act, most of the policies affected women due to their primary role in caring for the family.

3. Gend« Specific Impacts of the Transition to a Market Economy

Given the features of socialist economies outlined above, it might be expected that the transition
to a market economy would have different effects on women versus men. These effects, as
described into the literature, fall into three central categories, as de.c;cribed below.

a. Unemployment

Because full employment was a fundamental tenet of socialism, former Soviet bloc countries did
not experience open unemployment prior to their transitions to market economies. Today,
unemployment is a serious concern in t:ansitional countries, particularly for women, as described

--iatbe-box-on.~following-page. -Indeed,-in-nearly all such-eountl'ies,'unempJoymcnthashad
-markedly feminine" features (Gruzdeva, et a1., 1992, p. 46; see also Moghadam, 1993 and
Development Alternatives, IIl1c., 1994). In most countries, women comprise majorities of the
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VNEMPUJYMENT IN KYRGFZSTAN

... youltg Uighur motMr 'ivillg lit t1Drth Kyrgyuran
-ducrlbu her background os a "aiM! I'MdlcoJ
emergency dtlctor. 'Idreamed ola reddiploma wlun
I was a chiM. Prior to Gorbachev, I would IIelMr
Mve gotten ''''0 1M lllfivenity Ncause 1 was Uighur
ltUI orlgiruJlly Turidc group which came to Kyrgyuran
.from Odll/J duriltg the 1960sto ucope discrlmiMtion
tJu"J, bllt hi8 poliae.· I'.elped b"ak doWII old
lDyaltiu. BUlIIDW,'I dill edueated, twll WOII't get
my job bade qfter my lMternlty 'eave NaJUSe so
marry jobs an IMing cutor going to otlutrs. How luis
edUCQIIOlllutlped".. ItOw1 It's mJIdI".. retl1i~ how
much I MW lost. 1 dill ufltlble to alford more
edUCQIIOII. But I dill ItOt complaining. It is the
children I feel sorry for,' 1 can't get any fomuda for
my baby'. (KuehlUJSl, 1993, p. 36).

unemployed. In some countries, women's
unemployment rates far exceed their shares in
the labor force, indicating that women may
be disproportionately dismissed during the
transition. For example, in Belorussia,
women comprise 80 percent of the
unemployed (Oryaznova, 1994); in Russia,
Ukraine, Kazakhstan and Uzbekhistan, 70
percent of those reported as unemployed
between January 1992 and May 1993 were
women (Mamie, 1993, as quoted in
Development Alternatives, Inc., 1994); in
Poland in 1993, women constituted S8
percent of the unemployed (Fong and Paull,
1993). Accordingly, after forty years of state
encouragement of their labor force
participation, women are for the first time
faced with the possibility of unemployment
and its consequences, particularly loss of income and social benefits.

b. Re-EmpJoyment

The literature includes evidence that women may face greater hurdles in fmding new jobs after
being unemployed. Lado states that "in many countries, job vacancies may specify the desired
gender and 'men only' advertiseme..,ts are becoming more widespread ••• [moreover] the better
the job offered, the more likely it will specify 'men only'" (Lado, 1991, as quoted in Fong and
Paull, 1993, p. 233). Gender-specific job announcements allow direct comparisons between the
number of unemployed and the number of job openings by gender. In"Russia, Fong and Paull
(1993) report that the probability of obtaining new employment for a man is more than three
times greater than for a woman; in Poland at the end of October 1990, the number of female
job-seekers per vacancy was fou~ times as high as the corresponding figure for men
(Ciechocinska, 1993). In Hungary, due to gender specification in job announcements, women
are ineligible to even apply for 20 to 30 percent of the officially registered openings in non
manual labor and for 65 to 70 percent of the manual jobs (Coopers" Lybrand, 1991a).

As a result of the social policies provided under socialism, 'women may also face greater
difficulties finding re-employment because they are perceived to be more costly than
equivalendy-qualified males, even though their male counterparts receive higher wages. "The
result of such 'overprotection', as some call it, is that private employers, in particular, are
reluctant to hire women with family responsibilities" (paukert, 1991, p. 268).

. --- W~s-re·employment-also-wilt-be-affecteLtbythes1dlJs-mey bring totfie new jObs of the
post-reform economy. Many of the feminized sectors and subsectors of the economy, such as
banking, commerce, and trade, are those that are increasingly important in post-reform
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economies. While working in these sectors is very different under the socialist and market
systems, some researchers argue that women may have an advantage due to their previous
experience and education qualifications in these fields. Fong and Paull contend that not only will
women be better qualified to work in these fields on the basis of past experience but also "these
careers are already •female-stereotyped' ,so employers are familiar with hiring women in those
areas" (Fong and Paull, 1993, p. 232).

PHARMACIES IN POLAND

An example.from PoUmd iIlustrDlel 1M cmnpllCD/td ,.l4Iionship betwe~n the skills MIOmeIl tkveloped u/lder
sociolism, tlvir oppUctJliOIl ill II 1fItJ1'k61 .coMmY, tWl 1M "comp«titiOIl" ill p,.viouslyfrmilliud ,.dora as such
sectors ,ain grttJler prudg~ in lhe trtursidon. Sp~cflically. ·fRrom a gender perspective, p1uJmuJcies are
panicll1arly i/llerutillg to WJmiM beCDuse oflM drtDMtic shift ill 'Mir owMrship over1MpastJifty yeara. Ikfore
1945, most plUI11Mcill were owned tJNI opeTtJled by ",Im; IIOW MtuIy all pnVtJte p/rQrmacles are owned aM
mtJruJged by womtll. W1uJt tlCCOUIlU for this pMNJIrU/IOn tire dumgll in 11~ ""Ployee structure over the past
forty-jive years. Under socialism, p/rQrmacists Game to be perceived tIS 'glorified sales-people' (dupite theirjive
yeaP'S ofdmuJndJng post-secondary eduCQ/ion). As the prestige and wages ofp/rQrmacisls declilltd, men left 1M
sectorfor more lucrtJlille opportullititl, and womell tlSSlJIIId tJII illcrea.ringly signiflcall/ role. By 1989, neGTly 011
emplayeu ill Poltmd's lttJI'-OWMd p/rQrmacies were women.

With economic re.rtrllctunng. 1M Polish governmenlhas been quick to pnllalize small pharmacies. Womell
enJrepreneurs have falun the lead in buying the pharmacies ill which ,My /rQlIe been employed for mtJlJ)' y,aTS.
But while pharmaci,s are /lOW owlled primonly by women elllrepreneura, this mtJ)' well c1wnl1' in the future.
PrilltJti1.Jllion tmd new etmr1Mrcial opportunities htJve 111III# tM pharmacy busiMss increasingly tJltractille. tiM ill
response. me" are beginning 10 re-ell/er the professioll. INked. nearly 50 percenl 01011 appliCtJIIIS to p1uumtJcy
schools are now mole - a drlDruJlic shlftfrom lhe ~nrol1lllt1lU IINkr socialism" (Coopers &: Lybrand, 1991b, p.
27).

Other researchers offer a contrasting view, with negative implications for female participation
in these sectors. For instance, Moghadam writes regarding Poland that:

Given that Polish women dominated business, acc:ountancy, foreign languages,
and computer skills, one would expect that they would be at an advantage in a
market economy. But according to Bialecki, now that business and accounting
are profit-making and central to the new market economy, these jobs will become
predominantly male. In other words, men will move into previously feminized
professions as they become more lucrative.••• Women's qualifications are not
being accepted, and women themselves accept less qualified positions out of the
need simply to earn money and survive (Moghadam, 1993, p. 16).

Part of the reason that women's qualifications may not be accepted is that, generally, women
_~.-COIlcentratedinJCl~leYel..Jess_skilledcleric:aLpositions. within such sectors(Hruhos,

1994; Sziniczld and Windell, 1992); as a result, women may not have the sldlls necessary to
work in those sectors within a market economy.
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CH1LDCARB IN BVLGARJA,
HUNGARY AND POlAND

Givell curreN economic dlt/icultie8 III Bulgaria,
Hungary, tJIId Poland,.familie8 Dre not ablt to survivt
011 a singlt income. lignifying t1uJt the demand for
uJ¥1UMblt tuul qffordoble chlldcar, 18 liuly to
rmudll til curreN ltv,1s or iflCl'tQSt. Howevtr.
famJliu III thu, eoUlJlrlu an IIOt accustomed to
payillgfidl COSf8/or chilJ care, &illcept8 cluJrg«l by
public chil4 etm factlltiu historically lulve not
cover«lfull operating costs. Evtn aI these rales,
c1tiJd C4r'1-_8 typically comprise 15-20fJI ojfamily
illctRfflf. 77uu. fnI frmrliles I" theu coulllrlea woultl
be ablt to qfford the high pes t1uJt prlvtlle facilities
would require. In "ghl ofthes, circlImSUlncu, ·the
bulk oj the jiNJfldol burtlefl ojproviding chilli care
stmea will COIlltIlIU toJail 011 ce1llral OMwwnidpt,1
govmuneNS· or ·'flcreDSe the demondJor l'!formal,
Jaml'Y care· (Price WDI,rhouse, 1994, p. iii).

Loss of Social Servicesc.

In Russia, Grozdeva, et al. (1992) also report
indications of a mismatch of skills compared
to job openings. As described earlier,
women in Russia are highly educated, often
with secondary and higher specialized
education. However, 90% of the job
openings listed in the Moscow City Executive
Committee Labor Exchange were for physical
labor, for which many women are
overqualified or unsuitable (Gruzdeva, et al.,
'1992).

As the governments ofeastern Europe and the
former Soviet Union privatize state-owned
enterprises and cut back the government role
and spending in the social sector, women are
faced with a dilemma: they must continue to
work in the paid labor force in order to
maintain adequate household living standards, but they find retaining their positions in or re
entering the job market increasingly difficult because of the precipitous decline in social services
such as' childcare facilities. As a result, women are affected more directly and significantly than
men as such social services are cut back. "In post-reform conditions, however, such costs [e.g.,
maternity leave, childcare leaves, provision for creches and kindergartens at the work place] can
no longer be borne by profit-maximizing enterprises, which will contract for the cheapest
qualified labor" (Moghadam, 1993, p. 9). The box above illustrates the significance for family
incomes of social services such as childcare.

• • •
In light of these issues, the literature recommended a number ofareas for potential interventions.
These areas, along with the interventions suggested in the literature regarding economic reform
vis-a-vis women in developing countries, are described in the next section.
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D. CQNCLUSIQNSIBECQMMENDATIONS

The recommendations cited below are derived from and divided according to the literature on
developing countries and economies in transition. However, it should be noted that many of
these recommendations transcend the issues of either developing countries or transitional
economies and instead point to general strategies to enhance women's economic participation.

1. DevelOJ)ina Countries

The literature suggested several recommendations for improving the effects ofeconomic policies
on women and for optimizing the development goals by taking gender into account and tllUS

enabling women to take advantage of the opportunities in the economy. These
recomm~idations, discussed below, fall into five categories covering a range of issues related
to policy-making, job creation, decreasing the constraints on women's economic participation,
and data collection.

a. Gender-Aware Policy Reform

Several authors and studies (e.g., SPA Workshop) note that since gender roles are one of the
key determinants of how the economy works, economic policy analysis must incorporate gender
roles into the investigation from the start, rather than adding-on women as an afterthought.
Many authors note that policy-makers must address their tendency to ignore gender as a factor
in policies' success or failure and must see women as economic actors, not just as vulnerable
groups. Models must permit a more complete understanding of the interplay between women's
productive and reproductive activities and the related constraints to resource allocation.

Tools for improving such models are described in the literature including, for example:

• Prototype policy tools have been developed by the Gender Resource Awareness in
National Development (GRAND) project ofUSAID's OfficeofWomen in Development.
These tools: (i) examine existing structures of social and economic production,
accounting ~fica1ly for incentives and constraints, based on gender-disaggregated data
analysis; and (li) investigate the implications of different policy choices for economic
development given the gender-based division of labor, returns to labor, and allocations
of social and economic resources (Mary Altomare, in MSI, 1992)

• The Gender Identification Framework (GIF), described by Rae Lesser Blumberg (1989,
as cited in MSI, 1992), examines "six exploratory factors," including: division of labor;
income sources; spending patterns; availability of time over the seasons; decision
making; and access to resources. From these six factors, conclusions can be drawn
regarding constraints that affect men and women differently and opportunities for either
melfOrWomen-in a specifieraream- sector~ .. .. . .
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• The "livelihood model," described by Grown and Sebstad (1989), examines the mix of
strategies employed over a period of time by individuals or households. Livelihood
systems refer to individual and household survival strategies the poor use to ensure their
survival, security or growth. Livelihood systems are dynamic and provide a better
understanding of how the poorest households function.

b. ftIrlt'z Participation in Economic Polic,y-Makioa and Implementation

Several authors cite the need to elicit greater participation of women in design and
implementation of economic programs (HIID, 1990). Bvidence duggesbl that programs have
failed where stakeholders do not have a sense of ownership or have insufficiently participated
in design and implementation. Women's empowerment at the local, hou~iehold, and national
level is critical to consolidate the economic gains they achieve. To dtte, the record for
women's bureaus and ministries has been less than satisfactory. They are often underfunded,
overworked and excluded from the economic policy making process (Elson, 1991). However,
as described 1n Chapter IV, some women'5 aswciations have been very effec:;tive in contributing
to the national-level policy dialogues.. The resources of trade unions, parallel financial
institutions, community developme~t 'Organizations, parastataIs and research organizations must
also be called upon (Grown, 1989).

Crosby (1991, as cited in MSI, 1992) describes several models for I.;takeholder analysis,
including: Brinkerhoff's (1991) matrix of actors and resources; Honandlf~ and Coopers (1989)
matrix 'of stakeholders and problems; Gramman's (1991) approach whith lists actors, their
relative importance, their interests and objectives, how these interests conflict, and the leaders
of each group; and Lindenberg and Crosby's (1981) matrix which for each croup arrays the
groups' interests, resources, resource mobilization capacity, and pljsition on the issue in
question. Use of such analysis is critical at both the policy formulation and design stages.
Crosby notes that such analysis is a tool to better understand the envir'lnment in which policy
change and implementation will take place.

c. Decreasioa the Burden of Women's Unpaid Work

Providing public sector services that lighten the burden of women' fl unpaid work and hence
enable women to participate in the paid economy are needed. "Adjustment with ''3endel\ Equity"
supporters advocate greater selectivity in public expenditure cuts. P()licies that improve access
to water supplies, electricity, waste disposal facilities, public transportation, health care,
education, and childcare, for example, will lighten the burden of women's unpaid work 8lnd may
enable them to better participate in the paid economy (Elson, 1989).

Rausser (m mID, 1990) suggests that, according to game theory, compensation !'chemes that
include side payments to address the social cost of development may be used tol promote a
-collectivegroup's-cooperative behavior ancr-desirable-outcomes. Anumber ofcriticism90fpast
compensatory programs have been raised. For example, the temporary nature of employment
programs, which limits their ability to provide an adequate "safety net, .. arid inadequate targeting
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and delivery of food subsidies inhibits the programs' ability to reach those most in need. As a
report for the Commission for the European Communities states, "there is a need to address the
long-term issues of poverty in Social Action Programmes, rather than providing temporary
assistance to the most immediate, and possibly most vocal, losers from economic policy reform.
Complex systems of limited targeted assistance may not be cost effective, and may miss many
of those most in need" (CEC, 1993, p. 14).

d. Quality Job Creation

According to Ibrahim (1989), the goal of donors and policy-m3kers should be to expand
women's employment opportunities and the quality of those job opportunities in terms of
security, pay and opportumties for promotion. This involves two issues: (i) education and
training; and (ii) women's access to quality jobs. Regarding the first point, several authors note
that many training programs are in8dequate because they f.llMel won:~ into low-paying,
traditional "women's work." As to the second point, policymakers can learn from a USAID
training project in Morocco. Here the project trained women in the field of technical drawing
and successfully placed them in well-paid employment. Jaekes (1991) notes that this was a
relatively new ·occupation and stereotypes regarding women were not established. These facts
may have played a part in the success of the program.

e. Gender-Disaf:Kregated Data

As diSCussed above, gender-disaggregated data is needed to improve policymakers'
understanding of the division of labor and resources between men and women. Gender
disaggregated data will contribute to better planning, designing, and evaluations ofprograms and
development results (MSI, 1992). In addition, as Anker and Anker (1989) show in the case of
Egypt, terms such as "main occupation," "economic activity," and "work" must be I'fJdefrned
to encompass women's activities. Interviewers also must be trained to recognize women's
economically productive work. Otherwise, women's economic activity will continue to be
underreported in the official statistics upon which policy-makers may rely. Grown and Sebstad
(1989) suggests that data are needed on women's control over their labor power, labor time,
means of production, output, proceeds of tIleir output in order to better understand women's
labor force participation.

2. Transitional Economies

The literature on transitions to market economies also contained a number of recommendations
regarding what measures could be taken to address gender-specific effects of the change of
systems. These recommendations generally fall into four categories: legal and regulatory issues
in the labor market; training and employment services; information dissemination; and social
services.
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a. Leaa! a'j)d Re~uJatotY Issues in the New Labor Market

As mentioned in Section C, women face significant constraints to finding new jobs once they
are unemployed. Some of these constraints relate to laws and regulations governing the labor
market and work place. First, as noted previously, in several countries job openings are
classified by gender. Such classifications prevent women from competing for jobs, even though
they may be qualified candidates. Accordingly, an important recommendation of the literature
is to prohibit job vacancy announcements and job classifications by sex, in order to ensure the
free mobility of all labor, male or female, from contracting to growth sectors. Secondly, Fong
(1993) recommends that transitional countries re-examine, in light of international standards,
labor laws and regulations prohibiting women's employment in blue collar occupations that are
formally closed to women on the grounds of health. Such exclusions may also prevent women
from competing for the new jobs available in post-reform economies.

b. Trainin~ and Employment Setyices

In much of the literature, recommendations center upon providing training and employment
services in order to address gender-specific impacts of transitions. Areas repeatedly suggested
for training were management skills and small business development; it is also recommended
that training be provided in broad, rather than industry-specific, skills such as advertising and
marketing (Development Alternatives, Inc., 1994). In addition, training provided should be
designed to take into consideration women's continuing domestic responsibilities and should be
tailored to women's economic role and status in the particular country or region. To
complement training, employment services were also recommended. Such services might
include job search facilities and skills, career counseling, and occupation testing.

c. Information DiSsemination

The literature noted several types of information dissemination and educational campaigns.
First, the literature mentioned that women, and men, do not have adequate information regarding
key aspects of the transition, such as market economics, the privatization process, new laws
affecting private sector development, and current governmentprograms. Such infonnation could
be provided through targeted infonnation programs. In addition, Fong and Paull (1993)
recommend educational campaigns to decrease career stereotyping by gender and to encourage
women to enter other fields. 16

~.. gpecjffCilfy;tlieyUjUe'for~OiW-iejfePtfon c:aieet counI8Uinj tOencouriJe women to COIUlider
occupItioas that have tnditionally been male-domiDated and, more aeneral1y, for development ofcampaips within
the educational syltem and 111II8 media to eliminate jender IlereOtypeII and to attract public atteation to the iaues
of equality between men and women (Fong and Paull, 1993).
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d. Social Services

The legacy of socialist govemm~:l~ provision of social services affects women's participation in
the new economies of eastern Europe and the fanner Soviet Union in two ways: (i) employers
perceive women to be more expensive, and sometimes unreliable, workers because of existing
laws mandating benefits such as maternity leaves and childcare allowances; and (li) women find
it increasingly difficult to balance their need to work with their family responsibilities as
formerly government-sponsored programs are eliminated during the restructuring process. Most
recommendations regarding social services were not explicit; however, as Fong (1993) notes,
the disappearance of benefits previously provided or mandated at th"e central level, such as child
care and maternity leave, will need to be addressed so that women, as the primary users of such
benefits, will not be discriminated against as a class, and men therefore hired before women.
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CHAPrERB

LEGAL AND REGULATORY ISSUES

A. WHY GENDER MA1TERS

Gender matters because laws and regulations and their enforcement affect women's equality in
• political and economic life and their ability to actively participate as self-sufficient persons.

Women face laws in addition to those that men face. Moreover, women's lack of understanding
of the laws and their lack of access to channels for legal redress can be critical constraints to
women's participation. Women's World Banking emphasizes in its recommendations for
increasing women's economic participation: ·Certain laws are barriers to women's economic
participation - property, inheritance, credit policies, labor and zoning laws. Governments have
a role to play here in enacting legislation that is more favorable to women's entrepreneurial
development" (Women's World Banking, 1994, p. 4). Also, there is a need for governments
and donors to join with women's advocacy groups to improve the legal position of women
workers and producers (Ibrahim, 1989; Mitter, 1994).

This chapter begins by outlining several concepts for understanding how legal systems affect
women. The chapter then examines how laws or practices affect women's economic
participation. The discussion is orgaliized around three key themes: laws affecting women's
access to and control ofproperty; laws and practices affecting women's ability to participate in
business and markets; and labor laws and practices affecting women's work status. The final
section of the chapter discusses both a framework for thinking about strategic interventions to
improve the legal position of women and specific types of interventions.

From the outset, we should note that the literature is surprisingly sparse in analyzing legal
systems and their impacts on women's economic activities in particular countries. Outside of
the key general review articles by Martin and Hashi (1992) on Sub-Saharan Africa and Freedman
(1991) on the Near East and Asia17 and the analysis of protective labor legislation in Latin
America by Crummett (1994), there are few detailed analytical pieces about the impacts of
specific legal systems on women. Even the two review articles provide mainly brief examples
from those regions. This points to the need for donors to support focused research efforts on
gender and legal systems in countries where they are considering interventions.

17 Dori. Martin ad Fatuma Huhi prepared tbftle~ for The World BIllIe 011 law as • constraint to
women's economic empowerment in Africa. L)'IID Freedman, formerly with the Development, Law and Policy
Propm at Columbia UDiversity, wrote • report OD women aad the law in Asia and the Near East for USAID's
GENESYS (Gender in EcoDomiC and Social Systems) Project.
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B. UNDERSTANDING HOW LEGAL SYSTEMS AFFECT WOMEN

In this section four general concept, discussed in the literature are presented to highlight the
complex nature of legal systems and how they affect women's activities.

1. A Broader AmvPach to 1&&a1 Systems

A number of writers on gender and legal issues point to the importance of looking beyond
fonnallaws themselves to the contextual factors that affect which laws and practices are applied
to women, how they are applied, and the context for appeal. and for refonn of discriminatory
practices and laws. This approach is critical whether one is designing effective interventions to
address these constraints or improving projects which presume women will be able to take
advantage of various development opportunities.

One frcunework for identifying the legal constraints to women's political and economic
participation divides the analysis into three areas: the substantive component (content of law);
the structural component (mechanisms for implementing, appealing and modifying the legal
system); and the cultural component (attitudes about the law and its role in a society) (Freedman,
1991; Martin and Hashi, 1992; and Schuler, 1986). These authors identify various types of
legal and regulatory discrimination affecting women's political and economic participation.
These types include:

'. obviously discriminatory laws;

• inadequate laws with &mbiguous interpretations;

• laws that appear gender neutral but have de !«to discriminatory impacts on
women because they have less education, less control over property, or restricted
access to public domains and "old-boy" networks;

• laws that intend to protect women (e.g., protective labor laws) but which in fact
may have mixed impacts;

• anti-discriminatory laws which may be ineffective because ofpersonal status laws
that undercut their impact; and

• adequate laws and regulations undercut by de facto lack of enforcement or
discriminatory interpretations based on dominant cultural attitudes.

Taking a broader approach to looking at gender and legal systems means moving beyond just
theJetterofthe law tn then acmaLpractiatand.enforcemenlof. Jaw. A.198& United Nations
report states: -There is no doubt that the~ juris and the de facto treatment of women are two
different matters. In general the legislative process achieved in [Latin America] has been made
in the search to establish equitable relations between men and women. However, experience
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THE DUAL SYSTEM IN UGANDA

Reporting onlhe experienu ollhe Ugandan Women's
Lawyers AssocltJJion (l<7DA-Uganda) and AClion for
Developmellt (ADFODE) in implementing Q legal
Uteracy program in the rural areas, But~ga

dLreussts the reality qf t1u dlllJl ",stem of law in
Uganda: -fOor most womell, tUJnciaily lhe large
proportioll qf WOIMII who live ill 1M rural MItIS,

custt1lM1"1laws art lite only laws tIrIy know. 71felad
t1tDt law e'fforCt!lMIIt uJliurs and otMr JUople who
maJr.I up tM structures oflhe legal system til this level
an tIS steeped in custom tIS 1M women tMmrtlves,
jiJ11Mr compliCtllts IhI maIt,,- (Butegwa, 1992. p.
142)

shows that the laws are inadequate except as a means of expressing an ideal" (reported in
Rhoodie, 1989, p. 89).

The opportunities for legal appeal is an important dimension of how law is practiced and
enforced. In many developing countries, women lack access to channels for lodging complaints
or face institutions unable to respond to their legal needs. This may be due to anyone of
several factors: for instance, there may be no official body established to handle complaints;
the channels may involve cumbersome legal procedures or corropt agencies; or women may not
know the channels or may face discriminatory access to these channels. Also, entrenched
discriminatory attitudes of courts, police and regulatory officets toward women and basic
ignorance of the possibilities and limits of the law lead to an acceptance of discrimination and
unjust practices. For example, the Columbian legal system has progressive legislation in place,
but it lacks the necessary mechanisms to enforce its laws. Moreover, neither men nor women
have been adequately informed of the legislation. As a result, Colombia's progressive legislation
- which could have benefitted women -- has not been observed or enforced (Rhoodie, 1989).

2. Dual and PlYral Le&al Systems

Authors discussing gender and the law in
Africa (Martin and Hashi, 1992) and the Near
East and Asia (Freedman, 1991) report that in
these regions colonial governments imposed
European legal codes on top of customary
laws, thereby creating a dual legal system. 18

These systems include: (i) clvU law or
statutory law derived from European legal
traditions which governs most aspects of
public life and commercial transaction, labor
relations, and criminal sanctions; and (ii)
customary law, which in some societies may
be defined as religious law. In the gender
and law literature, the dual system
corresponds to the "outside/inside" dichotomy
discussed in gender studies. "Public sphere"
responsibilities, where men are the key players, are governed by statutory law. "Private sphere"
ordomestic responsibilities, where women are the key actors, are governed largely by customary
law (Blackden and Morris Hughes, 1993).

.,.- .'fbi, Hteftture doeS Dot pOint to • simiJu dual system operatioJ in Latin America. Colonial authorities in
Latin America imposed French and Spanish civil codes, which emphasized the male u the absolute head of the
family (Cairns, 1984).
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Personal status law governs most aspects of private life such as a woman's minor or majority
status, marriage and marital relations, divorce, child custody, control of property and
inheritance. Personal status laws may derive from either civil law or customary law, depending
on the specific law and the environment in which it is practiced. The key issue is how the law
defines a woman's status: either as a minor, dependent on her husband or another male family
member, or as an adult with majority status and rights. Even within a given country, marriage
law may be closely tied to civil or statutory law in urban areas, where there tends to be a more
educated or westernized population; however, customary law may still prevail in the rural areas.
There may also be multiple ethnic or religious groups in a countryt each with its designated set
of personal status laws. This is the case in India, where the Hindu, Muslim and tribal
communities all have distinct personal status laws. As one author notes, "The grand provisions
in the Indian constitution to protect women are whittled away or effectively diluted" by the
multiple sets of personal status laws dealing with land and inheritance (Rhoodie, 1989, p. 88).

The effects of dual systems are significant. Ironically, dual systems created during the colonial
period have often given male family members greater rights or control over women's behavior
and property than had been the case in the pre-colonial period (Martin and Hashi, 1992;
Freedman, 1991). Tripp argues, "[i]n many African countries, this dual system is one of the
main sources of discrimination against women" (Tripp, 1994a, p. 16). The example from
Uganda described in the box on the previous page helps explain why this is the case.

In Asia and the Near East, the dual system is a key factor that deprives women of control over
their lives, particularly with regard to their autonomy in participating in economic activities and
their ability to take advantage of opportunities provided in donor projects to improve their
economic status and productivity. Strict interpretations ofcustomary laws are often imbued with
the symbolism and power of nationalism, ethnic identity or religion. They can effectively define
and circumscribe women's behavior because they are closely tied to an indigenous system
opposing inappropriate "western" notions of gender relations (Freedman, 1991).

• Women's Status Ddined by Islamic Sh4ri'a 14W

Islamic Shari'a law is a codified version of traditional personal status laws that has a strong
influence on women's legal status in many societies across Africa, the Middle East, and Asia.
Although recognizing that ShD,;'a law is interpreted and implemented in many different forms,
Moghadam (1992), senior research fellow at the World Institute for Development Economics
Research of the United Nations University in Helsinki, explains that traditional characteristics
of this religious law include the following: a strong emphasis on family roles for women; a
corresponding traditional segregation of women's activities in the domestic sphere and exclusion
of women from many public contexts (e.g., factory work, market and sales work, courts and
political contexts); and the allocation of resources, whether at the household level, the market,

···or-state-leveJ5-IRuked-bya-gendef-bias-in-faVOf-ef-men. GeneraIly,-a-restrietive·intefpretation
of Islamic personal status laws makes it difficult for women to protect or control specific
property lights or to participate in business or other work activities outside· of the home
(Freedman, 1991). However, although some or all ofthis cluster of rules are applied in various
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Islamic countries, the strictness of interpretation concerning women's economic participation is
significantly affected by other factors such as national ideology and type of political state;
national economic strategies that affect the labor force structure; national economic health or
crisis; and the social composition of the country, including the nature of the political elites
(Moghadam, 1992).

The application of Shari'a traditions is not a static system but has changed rapidly in the past
thirty years due to state-sponsored education, economic development, and expansion of public
sector employment. In particular, the expansion of the female labor force in urban areas and
emergence ofeducated and employed wome., concerned about women's issues has had a positive
effect in reducing traditional sex segregation and female seclusion (Moghadam, 1992).
However, more recently, due to worsening economic conditions and other factors, there have
been reversals of gains in some Islamic countries with gender becoming increasingly politicized.
"Where women are regarded as the custodians ofcultural values and traditions in the face of real
or perceived external challenges, we can expect women's roles to be more privatized than public
... • (Moghadam, 1992, p. 3). As described in the box below, Egypt reflects both the
progressive changes and reversals in the application of Shari 'a tradition to women's status as
various constituencies gain influence.

WOMEN AND PERSONAL STATUS lAW IN EGYPT

I,. Egypt the welfiJre state tkveloped by the Nasser regime irs the late 19503 and the 1960s IuJd an explicit
commil1Mnt to public eqlUJ1ily for womell, .A fuN1tJmentai principle 01the state WIU tile incorporation
ofeducated women as emplqyees into the gONrrtlMrIt tJNliNlustriai sedon with guaranteedpublic sector
nnployment. Job security. eqUlll pay, and chiMcare. This required pUllilig ill p/Qce MW civil code
legislarion establishing tM right of fmuzles to edUcatiOIl tJN1 wtJge employment and loosening of
traditiolUll Sbm:1:s! control ove, wonu!n ~ participtllion iPl 1M public tImMi".

However, Q/ tile same time. a parallel set ofp,nolUll status laws passed irs the 19203 and 30s rmuzi",d
pa11 oftile l~gal81stem. 7Mse laws deji",d women as -~conomic tkpendents ofmell, unstable emotiOliai
beirsgs tluJt cannot be trusted with the right to divorce, and uMble to leave a husband wUhout his
COMellt- (Hatem, 1992, p. 232). 1M Nasser regime did not dirtdly challenge tile familial views 01
women's dependency on".n ilUtitutiolUlliud by tM persolUJi status laws. MoreoNr. as all overture to
Isltlllfist groups who wre to become poUtical allies, StJdat~e tile COMtitutiOIi tG qualifY womell ~
eqlUJl rights clauses with this phrase: ·provided tluJt the above do IIOt ilffringe 011 the rules ofIslamic
S1JJlli.:a. (Halma, 1992, p. 232).

III 1M dimDte ofincnasirsg ecolURrlic problmu Gildpm1iclllarly high levels ofrmmtplt1ym,e1lt ill the last
tkctllk, IMre haN be~n c1uJIknps by conservative 18ltJmJsts. often SIlccessful, agmMt tile eqlUll rights
laws SlIpportillg 1M progressiN position olWlJ1Mn. 'Ihey demand mort rutrlctive penolUll status laws
tJNl more restrictive COU1't intnpretalioll oftile 3!HY:i:J! religious law (Hatem, 1992). .

Fteedman (l991) contends that in Is1amiccountries- additional importation of western legal
models for defining women's personal status will not be successful, and that it is more effective
to work on transformation inside the society in terms of a revised and legitimate interpretation
of the Islamic Shari'a law. Some progressive women's organizations comprised of women from
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Islamic countries (e.g., Women Living Under Muslim Laws, an organization based in France,
and Shirktlt Gah, a women's resource center in Pakistan) are calling for a less restrictive
interpretation of Islamic law which would be based more accurately on traditional women's
behavior in the period of the Prophet Muhamad and his family. Freedman reports there is a
growing body of teehnica1legalliterature which shows "how the tools of Islamic jurisprudence
can be used to transform Islamic personal status law into a set of rules more favorable to women
without abandoning the essential principles on which classic:allslam is based" (Freedman, 1991,
p.22)

3. Inconsistency and AmbiKuity Within Leaal SystemS

In many developing societies, the hierarchy of laws is characterized by ambiguity and lack of
consistency (World Bank, 1992; Martin and Hashi, 1992). Lower level laws and customs are
often inconsistent with higher level laws. Moreover, in African countries, because of dual or
even multiple legal systems based on ethnic diversity, and lack ofprecise rules about which laws
apply in particular cases, a process of "forum shopping" has arisen; this situation contributes to
arbitrary and inconsistent judicial decisions, often to the detriment of women. In addition, the
ambiguity and lack of precision in Africa about customary law leaves room for arbitrary
decisions - ostensibly based on custom but not genuinely rooted in custom.

To illustrate the point, Butegwa, Regional Coordinator of the Women in Law and Development
in Africa (WiLDAF) program and active member of the Ugandan Women's Lawyer's
Association, describes local government officials' lack of clarity about the law. Members of the
Ugandan Resistance Committees were assigned judicial power to hear and make decisions on
local civil disputes. The Committee members are ordinary people with no legal training. "They
do not know which customs have the fOI\:e of law, and which are not enforceable due to their
incompatibility with statutes, or due to their repugnancy to the principles of natural justice"
(Butegwa, 1992, p. 159). This lack of clarity, and also corruption and lack of accountability,
in legal systems is related to the process of weakening rule of law and administration in some
crisis-ridden countries (Obba, 1991).

• Transitional Economies

Transitional economies represent a special case ofinconsistency and uncertainty in legal systems.
As the Newly Independent States and Central and Eastern Europe bridge the transition to a
market oriented economy, they have had to adopt completely new legal structures and systems.
In the process, the legal environment has been characterized by flux and uncertainty. ugal
codes are often incomplete or in the process ofbeing rewritten, including laws that have a direct
impact on women; and legal appeal structures are just beginning to emerge. For example, in
the case of Poland, a Commissioner for Civil Rights Protection has been instituted to handle

.. ~~-discriminatiol!cases arisinaintheadministrationof state-and local iJlstitutionSjhowever-,
as of 1991, the country had no legal structures for er.forcing anti-discrimination laws in the
private sector (Coopers & Lybrand, 1991a). As a result, women have no legal recourse in the
event of discrimination.
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4. ~[he Impact of jntemationaJ Anti-Discrimination Conventiana

Although developing countries have publicly signed intemational conventions concemed with
ensuring women's equal status, frequently these have not been implemented at the country level
(Martin and Hashi, 1992; Rhoodie, 1989; Joekes, 1991; Saint-Germain, 1993). In her
discussion of advanced developing countries, Joekes, (1991) lists six U.N. conventions calling
for the elimination of all discrimination and establishment ofequal rights in the following areas:
political rights, marriage rights, education, equal pa~f for equal value, maternity protection, and
employment. In addition, several authors discuss l,he U.N. Conv.ention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) presented for state signatures after the
1980 Copenhagen U.N. Conference for Women. In attempting to address the problems of
achieviJlg de focto equality, this convention incol'flOrated the idea of compensatory actions to
rapidly equalize the position of women. CEDAW has been ratified by over 100 nations.

While these international conventions would appear to be a step in the right direction, there is
usually no immediate benefit to women following their country's signing U.N. conventions. The
most significant hurdle is translating the constituent principles into national legislation and
regulations (Rhoodie, 1989; loekes, 1991). This is where publicly-stated reform intentions break
down. Rhoo<lie makes an even stronger statement about the "intellectual dishonesty" of many
African, Asian and Latin American countries that ratify these conventions and even pass equal
rights laws, which are then buried in order to protect the patriarchal system (Rhoodie, 1989, p.
88). The ratified international conventions do, however, offer some leverage for lobbying on
women's issues.

**.

With these concepts in mind, the following sections explore three areas of the law that
specifically affect women's economic participation: property law, laws related to business, and
labor laws.

c. WOMEN'S ACCESS TO AND CONTROL OF PROPERTY

Property law is probably the biggest legal constraint for women entrepreneurs, with Jack of title
to propaty in many countries still prohibiting women from obtaining credit (Women's World
Banking, 1994). In many counbies, lack of property rights are a critical problem faced by both
men and women; however, even in those countries where property rights are well-defined and
protected, lack of title to property remains a problem for women because the title is generally
held in the name ofa man. wIn the long term, economic efficiency requires reforms in women's
rights to property (i.e., in inheritance and marriage law)W (palmer, quoted in Elson, 1993, p.

--- .. _-_.. .. ··_~!fypes-of-Iaws-affecting women's-rights-b plOperty-inc~thefoUowing: .land system
and registration acts, inheritance laws, and marriage and divorce laws.
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This section explores the relationship between property law and gender in various regions, with
a focus on: (i) the impact of custom-derived personal status laws (e.g., inheritance, marriage
and divorce laws) on women's ownership ofproperty and (ii) the impact of land registration and
land reform on women's ownership and control of property. Again, it is important to note that
there is no systematic analysis of these issues in the literature, but rather, snapshots of how these
issues play out in specific countries. The examples presented below by region help to illustrate
some of the critical issues regarding gender and property rights, but do not necessarily represent
the diversity of legal systems within regions. The literature on Africa provides more examples
because of donor-sponsored research in this area.

1. The Impact of Personal Status Laws

a. Women' I} Pro.PertY Status in Sub-Saharan Africa

The case of Botswana helps to illustrate how dual legal systems affect women's property status
in sub-Saharan Africa. Women in Botswana Riarry either (i) "in community of property" with
property pooled in a jointestate, the husband holding legal control, and the wife being a "minor"
in all legal transactions, or (ii) "out of ccmmunity property" with each spouse legally
maintaining control over his/her assets brought to the marriage. However, in this case, men
generally assume de facto control (Nkwe and P.aile, 1992). With regard to inheritance of
property, women may be entitlr.d to one half to none of the husband's estate depending on
whether the marriage is a civil marriage or a traditional one (Bremer and Hourihan, 1990). The
literature is not clear on whether women actually do inherit their entitled land portion.

In the case of Uganda, the Succession Act states that the "legal heir" is the living relative
"nearest in degree to an intestate person" and that "a male shall be preferred to a female when
there is equality between kindred of the same degree" (Mbire, 1992, p. 65-66). This legal
qualification, in effect, prevents women from inheriting land or other valuable property from
their ~thers. Moreover, "it is common practice for the deceased husband's relatives to
forcefully seize all the property that would have been passed on to the widow" (Mungai, 1992,
p. 67). Butegwa (1992) notes that the Succession Act in Uganda entitles a widow to a 15
percent share in her deceased husband's intestate estate; whereas, under most customary laws,
she has no such right. In fact, Butegwa argues, in many ethnic communities, the wife henelf
is part of the estate to be inherited by the deceased man's brother or uncle.

Since customary laws are the only laws most Ugandan local law enforcement officers know, it
is, therefore, not uncommon to find a magistrate who will throw out the case of a widow
claiming a small portion of the property she accumulated with her husband. From a Ugandan
woman's point of view, the quea.stion is whether she wants to take her in-laws to court and, if
so, can the laws and courts protect her property rights. This is not just a matter of women
-knowing-the-Jaw,-but-rather,·wkether-itis-wortIta-woman's·effortto-formally-compJain·a~f(trtsk

the possibly serious social and economic sanctions brought against her as she attempts to have
the statutory law enforced.
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StQtutory law - wife luis security of tenure in till
matrlmollialluJlM, right to benejitfrom 1M husband'.r
MHts against all third partiu, if 1111 husbontl 1uJs
IUlIfWd lur (J8 a betvJfciary on an i""",oll" policy
covmng tM assets- (Martin tJJfd
Hoshi, 1992, p. 11-12).

Islamic lqw - widows with children receive OM
dghth ofpropeny oro1ll-/rJunh ifchildlus,' dJJughlers
recdvt oM-haifufamount IlIdr brothen recdve,'

PROPERTY RBFORM IN IUlNYA

-tribtJ/ CHSloma"' law - SOlIS ,",ve udusiv6 right 10
inherit, wlvu aM unmarria dJJughters MV6 right to
be malltlaiMd, mania dlJughten have 110 rights In
tkceastd/ather'.r prop,rty,'

In K,nya, .reNral reftJrm lawl MN be,n _Mcted to
improN women'.r owMnhip rights 11Ipro~rty. 'These
IIIws giw a marria woman fiIll propri,ta1Y coptIcity
with 1M right to 1w1dp~rty in Mr IIt1JrW .reparaJe
from 11M 1ut.rbtwl, tItI t:apaeity to 8U to prot_a IIIr
property, QUI 1M ClJP!Ieity 10 IfI/IU tI will or dispose
qftN proptrty. H(JlIJIver'. the law "UJUs a critical
~pdoll: wllIU CdJ!MtprotecttMirpro~ against
thfir husbarldr. ElJIUIl/y trollbling tI1'I 1M U"pt#oM
to K_wya '.r Law ufSuccession Act, which nstriCI lhe
CtIpIJeity qfa woman to inJurit a deuM,d husbantl's
property or Iwrit ,qlUll1y from a /ather's utdIe.
IkCDJISe ufthl# uC6pdoll.J, agrlcullllrtJIltlNl, crop',
tINllivutoc1c tk.rcend ill accordDllce wilh tM -'aw or
customs appliCllbI, to tl~ deceased's community,
tribe, religion or seet os tM COS6 may be· (Martill
and Hoshi, 1992, p. 11j. In Kenya, Ihis provision
trigg6rs Qny ollour sySlmlS ofcustomary law:

"Wu law - widow 1uJs right only to malltleMnce,'

Another perspective can be drawn from
Ghana and the Gambia. Moncrief (1994) has
examined the legal constraints to women's
participation in a planned horticultural export
enterprise in these two countries. She notes
that several factors affect whether women can
own or control property for contract farming.
An overarching factor is that most roral
women are subject to customary laws, as
opposed to land reform laws; customary law
considers a woman's social and economic
obligations to her extended family, clan
and/or tribe in determining her legal rights to
land. Moreover, the property status of
women in customary law is defined in
personal law which means that women that
have married under the jurisdiction of
customary law do not receive equal
entitlements. Lastly, customary law is
sometimes difficult to determine because it
varies by tribe, place, and sometimes by
family. The complexity of the application of
laws within the context of multiple legal
systems is described in the box to the right.

African women's organizations are pushing
for reform of property law and practices.
Most noteworthy among these efforts is the
strong effort of women in Ghana to get a
uniform family law passed, which would
aadress the property status of divorced
women and widows (Haney, 1990).
Women '3 groups in zambia are also pressing
for reform of the inheritance law (Schuler,
1990). But once these laws are in place to
give women the right to land ownership,
cumbersome administrative procedures may create additional barriers to women who wish to use
the laws.

b. Women's Property Statutin Islamic Countries

The restrictive interpretation of Islamic personal status laws in keeping with the Sharl'Q religious
law makes it difficult for women in some Islamic countries to protect or control specific property
rights through the process of inheritance, after divorce, or accumulated through her work or in
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her business (Freedman, 1991). Women also can easily be controlled through a husband',s threat
ofdivorce or taking another wife, which in either case threatens her economic security (although
the degree of vulnerability varies by social class with elite women being less severely aff;ected).
In Bg~t, as in many Islamic countries, land titles are in the namf\ of male household members,
with \!'vomen's assets likely to be only in liquid form such as jewelry or household furnishings
(Weidemann, 1992). De/octo disregard of women's property rights assigned by Islarrulc law
(Martin and Hashi, 1992) is characteristic of many Islanlic countries.

ShlJri 'a based personal status laws also determine the inheritance of land by daughters in
Bangladesh (World Bank, 1990; Sobha.." J,992). Although the law· states that sons are to inherit
twice the share of daughters, the literature notes -it is generally known that a rural woman does
not claim her inheritance from her father's estate but exchanges it for the continued right to visit
the parental home (a right commonly referred to as naior) a few times a year after the par,ent's
deathw (World Banlcp 1990, p. 21). 'Chis right to visit offers a woman some security in calie of
a divorce. During legal literacy Io'~asses in villages orgarlized by the Bangladesh Rural
Advancement Committee (BRAC), the more progressive village members stated that they felt
society had changed and there was no reason to continue to provide daughters a lesser share.
They suggested that there should be a legal provision for parents to avoid the Shari'a laws by
preparing wills to give daughters an equal share (Sobhan, 1992).

c. Women's PropertY Status in the Caribbean and Latin America

In Latin America, women's lack of control over property is a significant impediment. The
:terature notes that, in a number of countries, the law gives husbands the marital right to
administer all family property; formal prenuptial agreements are required for the woman 1\0
tel'ain rights over the property she holds on entering the marriage (cairns, 1984). Howeve1',
some countries such as Costa Rica have revised family codes to provide equal property rights
to married women. In the Commonwealth countries of the caribbean, as a result of advocac3'
and lobbying of women's groups, marrif,~'1 women now have the right to manage their property
(Clarke, 1992); but an issue of continuing concern is that the property rights of women in
common-law or conjugal unions are no~ !'~gnized by the law. Ugal literacy programs are
urging women to be vigilant about getting their names on the deeds of commonly held property
(Clarke, 1992).

d. Women's PrcmenY Status in Asia

In contrast to other countries with a strong Islamic tradition, customary law (AdIll) in Indonesia
provi~l women with a rather strong economic position based on their right to own their own
propert)' (Wright and Crockett-TeUei, 1994). Husbands in the East Asian advanced developing
countries hold the right to manage their wife's property and collect income from it (Joekes,
1991).
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2. The Impact Qf Land Re~istratiQn and Land Reform

The literature notes that male household heads are the main beneficiaries of land reform; men
obtain control of and title to distributed land, in large part, because land reform and land
registration programs in developing countries are based on patriarchal systems. For example,
in Ghana, "the transition from communal to individual ownership of !dnd generally benefits men
more than women since it is the men, as heads of families, who are seeking title deeds to ~~~tJ

that they overseew (Moncrief, 1994, p. iv). In the process of land reform and land regist!?Ji("!l,
not only do women not obtain title to land, but in many African countries, they also lose their
rights to use family land (Molokomme, 1993). Men acquire. title deeds over the family land,
and they have the right to prevent women from using it; they also have the right to sell the land
and keep the proceeds for themselves. In tum, women increasingly lose their traditional rights
to land, their primary source of income and survival.

In her article on "Economic Reform and African Women," Gordon (1991) also describes how
the implementation of land reform laws and ordinances in Africa can have a negative effect on
women's ownership and access to property. She argues that "gender-neutral" land refQrm
programs (often supported by international donors) assume women will also get ownership rights
to land; however, patriarchal institutions in Africa ensure that men benefit from land reform
programs at women's expense. For example, one approach to land reform promoted by the
World Bank involves helping farmers secure title registration to land that "codifies customary
land rights." This approach ensures that it is mostly men who obtain land title. The World
Bank also promotes a policy whereby farmers who grow export crops get priority access to the
best land. The result is that men get the opportunity to grow crops on good land, while women
-- by necessity - must grow food crops on relatively poor land.

A few more examples illustrate the costs of land reform for many women:

• In Cameroon, the government gave title to land almost exclv.:;ive}y to men and subsidizc:d
male farmers through the Young Farmer's Resettlement Program as part of its land
reform program (Gordon, 1991).

• In Zimbabwe, the Resettlement Program favored men, in that it provided "heads of the
household" with ownership of land and control over production in the government land
distribution proteSs. "The Zimbabwe C;~~ shows that in many cases privatization ofland
may actually be worse than tr3ditiona1land tenure practices where women had secu~e

rights to land for farming" (Gordon, 1991, p. 31). With privatization, women no longer
have a legal claim, and a husband can choose whether or not his wife gets "his" land.

• In China, a new property law "has revived the concept of male head of the household. "
As a result, "a peasant woman's access to the means of income generation ••. now
depends on her ~lationship t() a ma.n" (cited in MOI-~~, 1990, p. 40}.
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• In Indonesia, the government directed resources and benefits to the male household head
in its transmigration program (Dawson, 1994). Land titles were issued only in the male
household head's name; this, in tum, provided the husband, and not his wife, with access
to credit from the village cooperative.

• In Latin America, with the exception of Cuba and Nicaragua, women were generally
excluded as beneficiaries of land reform programs because they were not considered the
legal head of the household (Deere and Leon, 1987; Deere, 1987). In Honduras, for
example, women were virtually excluded from land reform programs because male
cooperative members did not consider them true farmers. As a result, very few women
were able to participate as members in agrarian cooperatives or state farms, which
provided significant program assistance. The only women who could legally participate
in many country programs were widows or single mothers with no adult male living in
the household.

D. LAWS AND PRACTICES AFFECTING WOMEN IN BUSINESS

Women entrepreneurs in the developing world face numerous legal hurdles in addition to those
faced by businessmen. As previously discussed, property laws in particular affect
businesswomen; because women do not have title to land, they lack the necessary collateral to
obtain credit. Other laws and regulations also hinder women's ability to conduct normal
business and market-related activities. They include personal ~tatus laws or customs assigning
women minority status, banking practices, and business and market regulations such as zoning
and licensing.

It is important to note that, beyond women's restricted access to credit, relatively little has been
written on the legal and regulat~ry issues for women in business; in part, this is due to the fact
that donor interest in this issue has been fairly recent. With that limitation in mind, this section
discusses the key legal and regulatory constraints that are specific to businesswomen.

1. Personal Status Laws and Customs

Personal status laws often determine whether a woman can independently establish a business,
get access to credit and carry out normal business activities. As mentioned above, the key issue
is how the law defines a woman's status: either as a minor, dependent on her husband or
another male family member, or as an adult with majority status and rights. Martin and Hashi
use the term -marital power- to dl:SClibe the legally-sanctioned rights a husband may have to
exert control over his wife's business and work.

The ooncept of marital power plays out in different ways in different countries. For instance,
_~._Bo1!yia! the_.~~y. _~~~_~~~J.I!~~_~_~~_~~ ..~~c:h~~!lge tI1.~ wives' riKht .. !9.. \VCl:k

outside the home (Inter-American Development Bank, 1994). In some Islamic countries in the
Middle East and South Asia, ~nal status laws designate women as minors and give the
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husband the right to decide whether his wife may be employed, travel or borrow money. It is
particularly difficult for women to protect or control rights to property and income accumulated
through business or work while in the process of inheritance or divorce (Freedman, 1991).
However, in some countries such as Indonesia, Islam is tempered by other religions; as a result,
women do not have to contend with this strict interpretation of personal status laws (Wright and
Crockett-Te11ei, 1994).

In Swaziland, "the concept of marital power gives the husband the right to control his wife's
person and property" (Martin and Hashi, 1992, p. IS). Unless a woman's marriage under
customary law or civil law includes a fonnal revocation of her husband's marital power, she
must be represented in court proceedings by her husband. Marital power has numerous
ramifications for women's business activities. Any legal action involved in starting and
operating a business requires the cooperation of the husband. Moreover, customary law gives
the husband the right to control his wife's income. These are potentially serious constraints to
women's business ownership. However, it should also be noted that in some cases, Afdcan
businesswomen may, in fact, exercise a significant degree of independence despite the letter of
the law.

2. Bank Practices

Practice of the personal status laws affecting women can be marc liooral than the actual law
itself, as noted above. However, the reverse can also be true in some cases. Banking and
financial services is the most critical case with respect to businesswomen. In a number of
countries, the banks continue to treat women as minors even though they have gained majority
status. For example:

• In Botswana, women may be married "in community of property" with "minor" status
in legal transactions or married "out of community property" and retain control over their
own assets. Nonetheless, banles treat all women as minors regardless of their legal status
and require women to obtain their husband's signature before receiving credit (Nkwe and
Raile, 1992).

• In Mali, women have the legal right to apply for a bank loan on their own. However,
in practice, "banks are generally not aware of women's legal rights and prefer to take
the 'safer' route and obtain a husband or male relative's signature before granting women
a loan" (Lewis and Russell, 1989, p. IS).

• In Lesotho, wives cannot obtain credit in their own names; only widows and females who
are legally determined to be heads of households may apply in their names (Martin and
Hashi, 1992).

• _IrLS.waziland,a WOID8l1'S husbmd must countersign for any loans she takes (Mungai,
1992).
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The type ofcollateral banks accept is also an important issue for businesswomen. As few banks
accept collateral other than a property title, rarely can women furill banks' collateral
requirements. In Islamic countries, for example, because women seldom hold title to land, they
often hold their assets in liquid form such as jewelry. The problem is that these highly liquid
assets do not meet most banks' collateral requirements for loans. As a result, women are unable
to access financial services independent of their husbands or another male family member
(Weidemann, 1992).

3. ReKuJations QQyemim~ Business and Markets

There is no doubt that men and women in business face significant regulatory hurdles in most
developing countries. Red tape and lack of transparent rules and regulations affect
businesswomen and businessmen equally. Nonetheless, there are also gender-specific oonstraints
in the regulatory environment of most developing countries. First, women are often less able
to work through the regulatory morass due to: (i) their lower levels of education, (ii) their lack
of experience with licensing and regulatory agencies, (iii) their unwillingness to pay expected
bribes; and (iv) their lack of involvement in the "old-boy" network.

Secondly, businesswomen in developing countries lack knowledge about and experience with
written contracts. Moncrief (1994) makes the point that the beneficiaries of USAID's Credit
Programs for Women's Specialty Crops "could benefit from contractual assurance and the ability
to use modem contractual concepts on which modern commercial relations are based" (Moncrief,
1994, p. vi).

Thirdly, a number of regulations specifically impede women's opportunities to conduct business.
For example:

• In Mali, the Maniage Law bars women from dealing in Commerce without their
husband's authorization; the Commercial Code also restricts their participation in
commercial activities (Lewis and Russell, 1989).

• In Swaziland, a married woman is required to obtain permission from her husband in
order to obtain a passport and travel outside the country (Mungai, 1992). Moreover,
Swazi women face a much higher tax rate for a married woman filing separately than for
a married man (Martin and Hashi, 1992). Other auth01l have reported similar tax laws
in other areas of Africa.

• In some African countries, town planning acts and other penal codes place small scale
entrepreneurs in the informal sector into the "illegal" category; local militia harass
market sellers under the guise of public health acts (although solicitation of bribes would
appear to be the real intent). There is a movement among some African women to
~ban&eJeajs1ation that affects-the activities-of-market women and smaU- entrepreneurs
(Tripp, 1994).
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• In some African countries, Muslim women must have the consent of a man to travel
abroad, even for business or education; moreover, they often are unable to enter legally
binding contracts. In some cases, married women face higher tax rates than married men
(Martin and Hashi, 1992).

MAR1lBT WOMEN IN BANGLADESH

III /lQllgladah. 1,l4mie-bared customs regarding tM
seclusion oj women~ June excluded women
from buying or selling in rural and town markets or
obtaining access to a range ojservices such as those
provided by banks or govemmelfl olfius. Rural and
small town womell have been colffined to retailing
produce or services ill their homes orpdJ:lIing goods
door to door in their villages. III a bold project.
VWD supported Q pilot activity to support women in
setting up busilWSes (e.g.. ""'rltet corners and
restaurants) through credit and technical assistance
inputs (Rtuhid. 1990). 71rere war prior discussion
with the ltUI1e ""'rUt ktllknltJp tWllocal officials to
gtzln their approllfJ1 for women to elller the market
domain. In this way. the ve1ltlU'U MYe beellgeturfJ1ly
accepted by compedng businesses. suppliers.
COMII1MI'S. public Djficials and the public. Most
projeetr had a demonstration effect. even i" the C4Se
ojthou tluJtjailed. Now. IIlOre womell haV6 op6tud
t/wir OW" businesses or hove indicated an interest in
doi"gso.

• In restrictive Islamic countries such as Saudi Arabia, and Pakistan to some extent, the
legal or customary segregation of women prevents them from working in government
offices and in business contexts that are dominated by men; in some cases, women may
be unable to enter certain public institutions such as banks. (Murphy 1993).

Spatial segregation by gender, as defined by
Shari'a based purdah laws or customs,
introduces major obstacles for women
wanting to establish businesses or work in
finns. Ibrahim (1989) notes that parallel
institutions for banking, education, and health
have often been developed for women in
Islamic countries. In Bangladesh, because of
purdah customs, women traditionally have
been excluded from buying and selling in
rural and town markets (see adjacent box).

The importance of gender-specific business
regulations is a relatively new area in the
literature, but one that seems to be generating
interest among some donors. Currently,
USAID is supporting an effort to identify
regulatory constraints on businesswomen in
Africa via the All-Africa Businesswomen's
AssociationlAdvisory Group. The primary
objective of this group is to "improve
women's ac::cess to infonnation and services
that they need to operate successful
businesses of all scales" (USAID REDSO/ESA Memo, 1994). With USAID's support, this
group will develop a ranked list of specific legal and regulatory constraints to women-owned
businesses (both start-up and operational constraints). Once these are identified, a file of
background material on each constraint will be compiled; in addition, strategies to address
specific constraints will be developed.

E. WOMEN'S ECONOMIC PARTICIPATION AND LABOR LAW
- ---' -

In addressing the effect or legal systems on women's economic participation, one important area
of the literature deals with women's access to jobs, the nature of women's work status and the
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job protection afforded women workers by labor legislation - in other words, the quantity and
quality of women's work.

This section will examine the following four issues: (i) the changing nature of women's wage
work; (il) the representation of women workers in unions; (ill) the government's role in
developing labor policy and enforcing quality work conditions for women wage workers; and
(iv) specific labor law issues for women.

1. The Cham:im~ Nature of Work and Women's Wa&~ Labor

Both Ibrahim (1989) and Mitter (1994)19 discuss the changing context of women's wage labor
in the formal sector. Understanding this larger context is necessary for understanding the
relevance and limitations of labor legislation for supporting women's eoonomic participation.

WOMEN IN THE GARMENT INDUSTRY IN
BANGLADESH

While labor lawsprovUh many rlghls and benefitsfor
women, in reality,~n enJuyfrw oflMse b,nefits.
•A striking atIIfIPle is 1M garment factories wMre
WOIMn worUrs, mostly employ,d 011 a cosual or
ItmpDTtJrY bMis, art forced 10 wort overti1ne (and
(ljtell itt appallillg conditions)· (World Bank, 1990, p.
21). Emplqy,rs ill 1M garment itttlllStrY tkftne 1M
work status of dteir WOIMII WOrUTS tIS ·cosual- or
-temporary. - .As G mull, womtll tJTe 1101 entilled 10
many legislated benefits aNI lheir jobs call be
ImrrlMletl wiIholllltOtice (Wor1tlBtmk, 1990).

In I1lJngladesh, new elllTafl/S (bolh nuzle andfemaJe)
into industrioJ employment are often oppointed on Ihe
basis ofverbal agremunls. Men easily network wilh
Ihe mainly nuzle members of trade union
organi:.ations, which enables lhem 10 leam about
fo,.",m lemu ofemploylMnt and eventuDlly negotiate
afomull contract andftrJr wage. In contrast, women
often do ItOI network and ellMr remain UIUfWtIre of
1M importance offomull contraCls, or are ucJUiUd
from obtaining lhem.

According to Ibrahim and Mitter, new trends
in employment are changing the work
conditions for many wage employees.
Companies i~creasingly employ women in the
formal sector using flexible or terminable
contracts which give them irregular or
temporary status, as described in the box to
the right. These types of contracts enable
employers to redefine jobs as "casual labor,"
and hence, avoid minimum wage and other
legal entitlements for workers (Ibrahim,
1989; Standing, 1989; Mitter, 1994).
"Employers, motivated by intense
competition, have reacted quickly,
restructuring jobs to respond to possibilities
inherent in new technologies. More often
than not, concerns with increasing
productivity and output overshadow
improving conditions on the job" (Ibrahim,
1989, p. 1097).

Some international companies are also
beginning to "subcontract" their production.
Mitter argues that this new way of organizing
work through local subcontractors has been detrimental to women because the chain of
subcontracting often ends in home-based production or "invisible sweatshops, " characterized by
women working long hours for very little pay and receiving no benefits, no job protection, and

.9 Barbara Ibrahim hIS worked for the Ford Foundation in Cairo and currently works for the Population
Council in Cairo. Swasti Miller il Deputy Director of UNUIINTECH in Maastrich, Holland.
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no formal mechanisms for representation. In such situations, women are hesitant to demand
their legal employment rights because of the stiff competition for jobs and the easy mobility of
home-based subcontracting.

It is important to note that the impacts of subcontracting may not be uniformly detrimental to
women producers. Studies of homeworkers in the Philippines estimate that approximately 20
percent of the nation's workforce is engaged in homework and that 90 percent of these persons
are women (Norris, 1993). Of these studies, some found that the homeworkers are generally
among the most vulnerable and exploited of workers. However, ~rne of the research indicates
that homeworkers are not necessarily worse off than their formal sector counterparts. There is
a national federation of women homeworker associations in the Philippines, which has a
membership of 80,000 women. Moreover, homeworkers are covered by social security
(although "enforcement is difficult due to lack Qlf information on employer-employee
relationships and homeworkers' fear of losing their orders if they were to take legal action"
(Norris, 1993, p. 6). Labor legislation for homeworkers and other C8Sualiud workers does exist
in many other countries, such as Peru, the Dominican Republic, and India. However, again,
it is very difficult to enforce it without organized action (Mitter, 1994). In Chapter N, a few
cases of successful organization of homeworkers, partiCUlarly in India, are presented.

In summary, it is difficult to assess the scope of these "trends" and their impacts on women at
this time due to the lack of supporting data. However, the fact that women, rather than men,
are more often hired in non-permanent and non-protected statuses in the formal wage sectors is
a common theme in the literature.

Mitter and Ibrahim aISO point to export processing zones (EPZs) as an area where there may be
reduced protection for wage workers in the formal sector. However, the overall picture appears
to be quite mixed.

A report examining the literature on Latin American EPZS states that labor laws within EPZs
are essentially identical as those outside the zone, and there is no evidence that firms locate in
EPZs in order to avoid labor laws. Rather, they locate there in order to avoid tariff and non
tariff import barriers and because domestic wages are generally low in Latin America (Robbins,
1992).

With regard to working conditions, there is also no evidence to suggest that wages are lower
than in the rest of the economy and, in fact, some evidence to suggest that wages and working
conditions are better for women than in the rest of the economy in some countries. Robbins
(1992) notes that although there is little information allowing comparison of wages inside and
outside the EPZs for similar workers in similar industries and occupations, female wages in the
DominK:an EPZs seem- ~beroughly equal to-the-ecollomy-widepminimum wage or slightly
above it.
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Nonetheless, the development of unions appears to be discouraged in many EPZs. Unions are
not formally banned in EPZs in most countries, but may be discouraged through less explicit
tactics such as blackballing union organizers. For instance, there have been accusations of anti
union policies and practices in the Dominican Republic; unions are virtually non-existent in the
EPZs while present outside (Robbins, 1992). In the Caribbean, governments have often
suspended the right to organize in EPZs (Deere et al., 1990). In Sri Lanka, there are no legal
prohibitions of unions; however, in practice, the zone authorities aggressively discourage union
organizing by recruiting all the unskilled workers themselves, reminding employees that unions
would not be accepted, monitoring workers' activities in the zones, and preventing unions from
holding meetings on EPZ premises (U.S. Department of Labor, "19908). In contrast, in the
Philippines, there is little evidence to suggest that trade unionists are prevented from organizing
in the zones (U.S. Department of labor, 1990b).

2. Re,presentatiQn Qf WQmen Workers in UnjQns

Historically, trade unions have represented workers' interests and mediated among workers,
employers, and government regulatory bodies. "For a number of reasons, however, trade unions
in developing countries have been relatively inactive in protecting women workers' rights"
(Ibrahim, 1989, p. 1106). Generally, they have not expanded their membership to incorporate
women workers; nor have they critically reviewed labor legislation and its enfQrcement to push
for changes to meet women members' needs. For example:

• .In Ecuador, a study of 27 industrial exporting firms and 23 nQn-traditional agricultural
exporting firms (including several of each where women formed a majQrity of the work
force), found that none of the 50 firms had unions (Mulhern and Mauz6, 1992, p. 24).
Similarly, a study of female factory workers in Quito found that only a few women
worked in unionized factories (Mauro, 1989, reported in Mulhern and Mauz6, 1992).

• In the Caribbean region, trade unions have failed to organize the increasing number of
w~men workers in the export processing zones and the informal sector; the unions have
clo~ ties with political parties and governments and are reluctant to organize WQmen
workers (Deere et al., 1990).

• In Indonesia, there is only one officially sanctioned union, which is tightly controlled by
the government. This union has also been reluctant to organize women workers in the
formal sector (lLO/UNDP, 1993).

• In Egypt, with assistance from the African-American Labor Center, the Secretariat for
Working Women within the Egyptian Trade Union Federation was expanding its
programs for women union members, including educational exchanges, study tours and
skills training centers. However, an evaluation of the project states, "[fJor reasons
unknCl\VIlt - the- women!s- secretariatw becn4ismantled" (Sullivan et--al., ·1992, p. 25}.
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• In South Africa, the picture is quite unique. Women have been successfully recruited into
unions. The women are focused on attaining union leadership positions and providing
input into union agendas; this case is described in Chapter IV.

WOMBN AND LABOR UWS IN BGYPT

F,l'fYpt'8 progr&Uiw constitulion of1964 glUUaffl••d
Jobs I" 1M 8IaU UClo,fo, all hoItkrs oflffl.mrdiate
.dIoDI dJpIomD.r twl college ."'1$ '"upeetive of
IlINk,,. limulIaMOII.fly, 1M coun""',, labo, laws were
duutg. to protect women·" .quaJ sttmdi"g in the
labor force. 7'he new labor laws provided women
wilh job le"Urtf and SO d4ys ofpaUl maternity leave
IJIId obliBaled employ,rs to provide t!aycar, servic,s
where 100 or more women were employed. These
rqorms chDnged cultural anitUlks toward women's
employmeffl and increased women in the workforce.

In the mJd-1970s, when most mJJle workers were
iltterested in b,ner paying jobs in the privale stClor
IJIIdl0r in the Gulfcoulflri,s, more women elttered the
urban work force. Women workers preje"ed
nnploymeffl In the public sector because It oJ/ered
luraejirs such as subsidized transportation, chJldcare,
alld maternity leave. Factory mtUUJgers increasingly
IuJd to upend0" women worUrs but con.ritkred them
costly employeu. In March 1987, the Minister of
INlustry ptlSud a measurtf barringJirm.r from lUring
women to preveltt the textile iN1usrry, a key seclor of
wome" '8 employmeffl, from hiring women. Although
tM ltatM objective was to protect ojwomen '8 health,
1MtkcUlon toolcp/Qce as IMtry mtJIe migraffl workers
rtflUnted from the Gulfstales and were available for
employment In the factories. When Q nlllnlur oj
women'8 groups rtfQClM quit' strongly, lhe minister
unJed that allY mch measure was approved (Halem,
1992).

The Role of Government in
Improyin~ Women's Work
S!anJJ

3.

Several factors help to explain the problem in developing oountries: (i) trade unions in many
oountries are closely controlled by government and therefore not quick to respond to grassroots
issues; (ii) male leadership, male membership and male issues dominate trade union agendas;
and (Iii) where unions are not allowed to
meet on oompany premises, women are
effectively prevented from participating due
to their household responsibilities.
Moreover, while laws regulating the creation
of trade unions vary from oountry to oountry,
many governments are not open to creation of
new labor unions to meet the needs of the
growing number of women wage workers and
infonnal sector producers (Mitter, 1994).
Nonetheless, new-style workers' movements
that demonstrate greater sensitivity to gender
problems in employment are emerging in
Southern Aftica and in some Asian and Latin
American countries (Ibrahim, 1989)•.

Governmelllts have also been slow to respond
to the changing wage employment structure,
particularly with regard to covering new
women workers under the umbrella of labor
legislation and, more importantly, actively in
enforcing labor laws (Ibrahim, 1989).
Ibrahim has discussed a number of reasons
for this seeming inertia. First, some
governments may not be aware of the
problems for women wage workers. A
second important reason is that governments
in developing c~untries have historically been a provider ofpublic sector and parastatal jobs with
legislated union rights and entitlements in an expanding labor scarce economy. Now, they must
be an enforcer of workers' rights in the private sector in a labor surplus economy. Many
go.yernmeI1ts-have-been-~to-adopl-to--this- necessary-shift-ofroles-. Furthermore,they-may
lack the capacity to control the behavior of private employers. Third, policy maken: in most
countries have focused on coping with immediate economic crises and delayed their reaction to
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long-term employment trends. For example, Egypt emphasized "employment with dignity"
while absorbing many women into the expanding public sector (see adjacent box). However,
with increasing economic problems, the government has dropped the cause of women wage
workers. This in tum may have led to reduced access to jobs and degradation of job quality for
women in the formal sector.

The fourth and very important reason for the lack of government attention to women's labor
issues is the macro-economic context. "Convincing governments to address problems of the
quality of jobs for women in this economic climate is Proving extremely difficult. Rather than
introducing new legislation to protect workers, many developing nations are reversing existing
legislation, in order to attract industrial investors who will create new jobs· (Ibrahim, 1989, p.
1100). In particular, Ibrahim notes, laws related to minimum wage, tenure on the job, and
allowable night work have been reversed in recent years throughout Asia and Latin America.
Countries where labor laws have not been loosened, such as Egypt, are often passed over by
multinational companies seeking new production sites. In this macro-policy environment, "the
laws designed to protect workers are taking on negative connotations, so that policy maker.1i see
them as 'rigidities' and obstacles to employment" (Ibrahim, 1989, p. 1100(1101).

4. Specific Labor Law Issues for Women

a. Protective LeBislation

Protective legislation requires employers to provide special benefits to female workers (e.g., Iwd
maternity leave, nursing breaks, childcare facilities or assistance); different health, safety, and
rest periods for female workers (e.g., limited hours, prohibition of nightVlork, or prohibitions
on dangerous, unhealthy, or arduous work); and a lower retirement age for women. Most
protective regulation in developing countries has been initiated at the urging of the International
Labor Organization and with the guidance of its international conventions. Some of the
regulations present'Y in force, for example in many Latin American countries, date from the
1930s or from post-independence periods in other countries. The level of government
enforcement varies across countries, public and private sectors, formal and informal sectors, and
even in particular locations in countries.

The dialogue on protective legislation in Latin America illustrates the types of issues discussed
in many countries. In a review of the literature on "The R~tive Costs of Male and Female
Labor to Employers in Latin America,· the author examines the influence of protective labor
legislation on employers' decisions to hire men and women. She notes that protective labor
legislation is essentially a "trade-off between offering benefits which protect women in the labor
force and creating incentives for firms to not hire women or to pay them a lesser wage"
(Crummett, 1994, p. 1).

Reaard1ess of.the legisJativeintent-to-providefMSOGiaUy desirable-objeetives;5ueh-proteetive
laws can lead to discrimination against women in hiring and promotion. In fact, labor lawyers,
economists, and women's rights advocates in Latin America now question the relative benefits
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of protective legislation, arguing that it limits the demand for women workers and bars them
from certain better-paid job categories (e.g., Ott, 1993 and Winter, 1993). '!'hey call for
revision or updating of these laws.

Mulhern and Mauz6 (1992) and Crummett (1994) point to two facets of the problem: (i)
protective legislation may deter firms from employing women because female workers are
perceived to be more costly and their benefits may result in disroptions in the firms' production;
and (ti) protective laws may deter foreign firms from investing in regions with particularly
onerous regulations. Some specific examples illustrate the po~tiaI co~ts associated with
protective legislation:

• In a study of the employment impact of the labor code, Spinanger found that two-thirds
of the employers interviewed believed that maternity legislation negatively influenced the
number of women being employed (Spinanger, 1984, cited in Crummett, 1994).
Increased wage costs were not the employers' primary concern (since the social security
system covered a large share of the benefits). However, they were concerned about the
cost associated with replacing workers during maternity leave and the disruption in the
production process this entailed.

• A study among employers in Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Mexico and Venezuela had
similar tindjngs (CEPAL, 1979, cited in ICRW, 1980). Specifically, in Brazil, many of
the employers interviewed in Sao Paolo indicated that they have policies to dismiss
.women when they marry or become pregnant to avoid installing day care facilities and
dealing with maternity benefits (FLACSO, 1993, cited in Crummett, 1994).

• In Indonesia, protective legislation often hinders employers in the private sector from
hiring women (Wright and Crocken-Tellei, 1994).

• In Poland, the Labor Code is meant to be "protective." However, in many cases, the
legislation makes women a financial liability with such entitlements as paid time for
breast feeding and paid maternity leaves. This restricts women's access to many jobs
(Weidemann and Finnegan, 1994). The box on the following page describes the problem
in more detail.

WhUe the studies cited above focus primarily on the costs of protective legislation, many
resem!'Chers focus on its benefits. Maternity leave and childcare assistance can alleviate women's
doubl,~ burden in the workplace and household. Researchers supporting this view (e.g.,
Standing, 1989; Tokman, 1989 cited in Mulhern and Mauz6, 1989; and Ibrahim, 1989) caution
that dismantling protective labor laws may widen the wage and employment gaps between
women and men or result in "formal sector work conditions that resemble those in the informal
sector" (Crummett, 1994, p. 11). Moreover, some countries may choose to retain maternity
mave-lJmefitS beCauseofcunurariftifiKJei-lIiifpJacei -fiigli-ViiJije orrtfie ieproducuve tOfeof
women ,'Mulhern and Mauz6, 1992). Ibrahim (1989) argues that governments responding to
pressure from employers to maintain a more "hands off" approach to Jabor should receive some
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counterpressure from donors to look carefully
at effects on women wage earners of such
practices as relaxation of laws prohibiting
outwork and reinstatement of night work.

It is clear that the impact of protective
legislation is mixed and needs to be evaluated
on a country by country basis -to determine
which regulations are justified. The
following types ofquestions are critical to ask
on a case by case basis: (i) Will tbe demand
fOl women workers increase in rt.sponse to
lower costs? (ii) Will deregulation of
protective legislation open areas of
employment previously denied to women?
(iii) Will fewer regulations increase role
conflicts for women and actually reduce wage
labor benefits? and (iv) With high male
unemployment, how will organized labor and
employers respond to increased female
employment? (Crummett, 1994; Mulhern and
Mauz6, 1992)..

b. Discrimination in.the
WorkPlace

'ROTBCTIVB LABOR LBO/SUT/ON IN
/'OLAND

/n Po/tJIUl, prtJUcdWJ ItJbor legl8latlon bDlIIIId wtmItn
from tJbolll 90 tyIM' of jolM. MallY qf thue jobl
poI_d lID lIpptJlYllI Mallh or ,ecurlty rl8k,' for
example, WOIIWII wmr btJrr«I from lfighl work e"'l1
tJuJugh IntJII,)' ,...""..n prtJftl7Wl "'ghl 8h4ft work. A.r
uumpltJyNllI .-,,1Il In the early 1990s,
compttitiollforJDb.r NCtI1rIt IncntJlingly illU",e, tJJUl
WOInIII protutU protecd" pl'tldica tluJI ududlll
diem from 801M of1M Nner payin,Job,.

7he ItJbor law also provitUd ge.row maternity Gild
cIdldoCtUt _twjIt.J. For the MWIy murging prlvDle
"clOr, the high costs of thue Mnejitl oftell were a
po~rful dUlllcenJive to recruil womell. Providing
8uch b8Mjits ~re eqUDlly dfl/icll1lfor companies that
MWre belllg -ratlonaliud- andprlVfJllud. AsQ re.lI1l,
the Council of Mlnirters voIIil to establish an
aCt/pdolt 101M labor laws which elllabled companies
that wer. III 1M process ojradoMIh)It, emplO)l1MnI

to lay oJ! WOm611 011 maternity or childcare leave
(Coopers &I Lybrantl. 1991b).

-..

Several authors discuss cases of private sector employers openly violating existing laws
prohibiting discrimination in hiring practices (e.g., Ibrahim, 1989; Wright and Crockett-Tellei,
1994). In many developing countries with such legislation, jobs are routinely and publicly
advertised for males only. This is particularly a problem in areas such as Egypt where the
revival of Islamic conservatism has emphasized traditional female rolC!, and segregation of the
sexes in the workplace (Murphy, 1993). Better enforcement of anti-discrimination laws is
important to ensuring equal access to work opportunities, particularly in the private sector.
Monitoring violations may assist in reducing the bias against women's access to certain jobs;
however, it is equally important to change cultural values and biases that deny women equal
opportunity in the labor market.

Ibrahim (1989) argues that governments should concentrate on enforcing a small core set of
basic work rights that are critical to maintaining reasonable job quality and wider access to jobs
for women wage laborers. Oovernments should resist deregulation of labor laws that protect
such basic economic rights for women as the minimum wage, job tel1lure, prospects for job

... advancement, and accesstojobs·Without genderdfsCriiiiffii:tion~ -OovemmenlJfifiowomso resist
deregulation of a limited number of work rights that allow women to meet their -double work
burden" at home and work. These include reasonable work schedules and childcare services.
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F. STRATEGIC INDRVENTJONS TO IMPROVE THE LEGAL POSITION OF
WOMEN

This section presents a review of frameworks for thinking systematically about strategic
interventions to improve women's legal position and specific examples of strategic interventions.

1. Systematic ThinJdna About Action StrateBies

The first effort to f8cilitate systematic and strategic thinking ~y women from developing
countries about gender-based legal issues and potential action strategies took place at the 1985
Nairobi Conference ending the U.N. Decade for Women (Schuler, 1986). This effort was led
by OEF International (now the Institute for Women, Law, and Development), and other activists
and involved the organization of a Third World Forum on Women, Law, and Development at
the Nairobi Conference. Based on discussions at this meeting (with participants from over 60
women's organizations concerned with the field of women, law, and development), two regional
Women, Law, and Development (WLD) networks were formed: the Asia Pacific Forum on
Women, Law, and Development (APWLD) and the Latin American Committee for the Defense
of Women's Rights (CLADEM). Additional preparation was needed to organize the African
network, which has subsequently been organized under the name of the Women in Law and
Development in Africa (WiLDAF).

One of the objectives of this group of organizations was to develop a systematic framework for
identifying WLD problems in legal systems and for choosing appropriate strategies to address
the.'ie problems. A strat'gy matrix was developed as a device to aid professional and activist
women in this proct~s (Schuler, 1986, p. 28-31). These WLD strategies either challenge or use
the legal system tr. empower women economically, politically, and socially. This matrix
divides the interventions into 4 m~or categories of WLD strategies:

• Strategies addressing the Content of the Law: This includes legal advocacy and legal
reform to create adequate and just legislation and eliminate discriminatory law and
policies or ambiguous law.

• Strategies addressing the Structure of the law: This includes legal advocacy and legal
assistance to make the legal system accessible, functional and accountable to those it is
meant to serve.

• Strategies addressing the Culture of the legal system: This includes consciousness
raising, legal education, and legal literacy to empower women through increased
awareness of their rights and development of resources to defend these rights.

• Strategies addressing AppUeatloD of the law: This includes monitoring enforcement of
the-Jaws-ar--administrative -tevelJ- ---elf in courts- ancr systemanCillyClocumentmg
discrimination in public and private seetol'S with the goal ofensuring women can use and
apply the laws and policies meant to benefit them.
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2. Input at Political Md Economic -Transition Points.:

In her summary report cf the Women, Law, and Dev~~lopment (WLD) Forum at the Nairobi
conference in 1985, Schuler emphasizes that it is critical to link the law to a political and
economic analysis of particular states. She argues that the socioeconomic and political context
defines the opportunities for action.

The literature points to several concrete examples of how important it is for women's groups to
provide input at key transition points. Input by women stakeholders is critically needed during
revision ofconstitutions, civil codes, orother legislation and when national and local government
systems are redesigned. Without strong input into the process, elements of the legal system will
be articulated solely by male stakeholders, who generally do not represent the legal interests of
women in the country. The potenl~ role of women's organizations at key transition points is
ilb:strated in Ole case of South Africa, as described in the box below.

WOMEN IN SOUTH A.FRJeA.

In 1M Women ~uagu olllleAjrlCtln Nalional Cong,ess, activists h4ve iMisled 011 raisins gel":" WUS during
negolloJiolfS toward mDJority ruJ~. Some oftM Uy WUSMIN! b~l!n eqlUll acc~u to work and .,1UJr~dftmrily

TUOUrCtl and rupoMibilities.

1M activi.rtl MItre ilfflu1Iced, I" part. by IIfIeTMtional groups with a stro"g focus on W01fIIn. /" particular,
several hlUtflred Sourh -1friCtJII women attellJled a co'lferellu i" HollaM ill 1990 ·to discus.r the illcorporatio"
oj gllNkr WUIIS into the tJlfIi-apanheid agerula.· OM of the Uy masagtl of 1M COlffenllce wa.r ·the
importallce ofmisillg gellJler wus durillg the process ofsocial tralLfformoJioll. rather /Mil waitillg ulllil qft~r
attallli"g 1UJli0fUJllilNrtJlioll, • (Seidman, 1993, p. 311).

1M Wome"'11 utJgu iltitiated aproce.v to plYpaN a MW Tomen '.r Otarter· through colllulttJliOIl with local
WDmllII ~ groups. 1hroughpublic"..lIl1l1gS, theuague aimed to ClYatll a brotld COM~IfSU8 among womell abolll
issues such tJ8 property rights, gender OpprusiOIl withill jamJly ulfits, ftrtility rights, a.'ut maternity and
childcare rights. 77uJ primary obj~ctive was I"pf ...,~'ide input illlopolicydiscu.r.riolll as the COnstitutiOIl and new
kgi.rltJlion wer~ coMtrllcted. 111 1992, tM Womell '.r uagu created a special comminlle to work wilh the
ANC's negotioJing tetmt 10 elfSu~ that gelftu, WUIIS wert collSidentl ill proposals ftJr MW govntfltUnt
.rtruetIITU. Also, IlvertJI WOIIIIII'.!' DrgtJlfi1AJ/olII worked jDiIltly to rll/Nw colUtinlliolltJ1 proposDl.r~.
1993;..wC Women's utJgu, 1994).

111ere are other cases of women's organizations providing input at key strategic moments in
order to influence new legislation. For example, the Brazilian National Council on Women's
Rights was able to have significant input during the rewriting of the Brazilian constitution in the
19&05. The 3,000 member Council, formed in 1982, helped create a constitution tbat is very
advanced on women's issues (pimentel in Schuler, 1990). In Uganda, the government solicited

....wo~en 's inp~du~L~e.!IWisionof the.constitution.. This..pmcess..-called the.Constiwtional
CGnsultation Project for Women, involved a national legal and constitutionalliteraey cam~gn
for women; small meetings organized by teams of women lawyers were held all over rurt.." and
urban Uganda. The key points women wanted included in the constitution were: abolition of
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the bride-price, greater democracy in household decision-making, the right of women to choose
the number of children to have, the right to obtain a passport without seeking the consent of a
spouse or male relative, and the right of women to share in property jointly accumulated during
rr.aniage (Butegwa, 1992).

3. !J;gal Literacy Pro&rams

Legal aid programs have limited impact unless they are incorporated into a broader legal literacy
program which truly empowers women to be able to identify tegal problems and develop
effective strategies to address them (VeneKlasen, 1990). The concept of ·Iegalliteracy· has
,,'ften been used to target indigent people at the grassroots level, but actually legal illiteracy
plagues men and women from the highest levels of government to the media, the bar, business
people, and crganized labor. UNESCAP, sponsor of legal literacy programs in Bangladesh,
India, Nepal, the Philippines and Sri Lanka, reports that a key lesson is that it is more effective
to target all of the key players - including both men and women -- if women are to avail
themselves of their rights (UNESCAP, 1989).

LEGAL U7'ERACY IN UGANDA

1M wt»r.tII proftssio1UJls who havtWtfl impltWllling th~ UgandtJn wmrvn ~ l~gollit~r!!7 program hav~

l~tJI1Ied stverol lessons. First. lhey found they Mttkd 10 larglt a withr audi~nce tluJn just women.
wcause "••• ill a culture whtr~ IMn ar; equally ignortull ojlhe law. aNI ill a culture where mell still
iuHd the Uy 10 clumge," male opposition 10 wtJm6n-only IMttilCRllMtJIII IIDmit wivell could not Q/tend
without lheir husbandJl. Also, lher, was mal~ SIlSpidon ojFIDA 's int.lllions in promoti"6 WOlMn's
rights. StcoNl, lhe leamsjDuNllhey 1uJJJ to pres~nt """11 lhan Illgol itrfomuJlion.. they had 10jU8lih 1M
laws or ptrsllllde peoplt by disclWirr, tM btnefltsjDrfamilies ifthe law wer. changed or llffOrCmtlfll
WQ8 improved. 7hJrd. WCCl/4.rI the littracy teams Wlrt trying to co".,.many local commJItddu. 1M,.. was
Ilttl. oppDrtumt>' Jor /ollqw."up dialogue aNI Ilgal 8trvlcu. Hlllet, Mey Itl a Med 10 traill kJcoJ
fNlI'oIegai advisors to plQvi&jbllow-upJor WOIfItIl in rural COIffW'oUtdties. Fourth, 1M teams saw tM M~d

to provide pamphl'-fs on wo-mtn ~ legal rights (in lhe major local languages) 10 lhe 10coJ Resistance
Colilldl GM RuistQlrceClmrmissiorr 1Ittmbtn who ~ up 1M lower COlirts alld ad as magi3lratts.
Most ojt1IUe a,.. ordinary people wilhollt any spI1dal trainingJor dlJIpllte lIenl.,.", or 1M law. Fifth.
it was II.JtfuI for lhe teams 10 ltIep records oj1M responses ojparticipal/lS to prul1'" to 1M goverrsme'"
with ,../0",. petitions and to lulp itkntify l.gal (JNQS oji""rut to women (Bfllegwa, 1992).

The Third World Forum on Women, Law and Development in Nairobi in 1985 is credited by
DutegWi (1992) for sharpening the Ugandan representatives' awareness of women's iegal status
problems and possible action strategies to address these. The women lawyer representatives
were stimulated to organize a Ugandan Women's Lawyers Association, which is a local chapter
of the International Association of Women Lawyers (referred to as FIDA). At the same time,
other Ugandan participants in the Nairobi conference organized Action for Development

.·(ACFODE).-B9lh-erganimtiens-have been quite-aetive-in-orlanizinglegaHiteraey programs all
over Uganda with the assistance of the Ministry of Women in Development and the Women's
Desk of the National Resistance Movement. The FIDA legal literacy program has developed
linb with local level authorities, local women and their groups. In the box above Butegwa lists
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some lessons leamed from this effort. An example of a specific focus of a legal literacy
program is the USAID grant to FIDA/Uganda for a Will Writing Project. In 1993, 8,153 people
were trained and at least 650 wills were executed. wReports from the project implementors
noted that relatives of the women trainees were hO longer grabbing property indiscriminately.
And when they did, the widows and orphans knew where and how to seek redressw(Foster,
1994).

Schuler (1986) discusses the broader educational strategies of community-level legal education
programs, media campaigns, public fora, and reform of law school curricula to raise general
awareness about the legal status of women and how the law affects women. The objective is
for women to collectively place political pressure on the system at structural points to change
attitudes of judges, lawyers, and administrators and citizens.

There are many experiments with legal literacy programs concerning women's legal status in
many counbies. Some of these models - such as the BRAC program in Bangladesh (Sobhan,
1992), the Pern Mqjer model (Dasso, 1992), and the Pilipina Legal Resources Training Center
(QuintiIlan, 1992) -- include significant training programs for community level paralegals. Other
programs concentrate on educating professional members of the bar (Goonesekere, 1992). One
useful model involving a broad program of legal literacy and policy-making dialogue is that of
the Regional Women's Rights and the Law Project implemented in the Commonwealth countries
of the Caribbean by the Inter-American Legal Services Association (lLSA) and the caribbean
Association for Feminist Research and Action (CAPRA) in the early 1990s. In this project, the
implementors first carried out focus group research with women in each country to identify the
key legal constraints. Then, background papers were prepared on each of these issues (e.g.,
property issues of common-law unions, other family law issues, sexual harassment at work and
women working in sectors under-unicnized such as hotels and sales). These papers on Women's
Legal Status were then discussed at National Consultation meetings in each country involving
a broad cross section of government, legal, business, NGO, and donor participants. In these
consultations, action plans were developed for addressing selected issues (Clarke, 1992).

4. Action-Oriented Research

It is important that legal research groups be closely related to the kinds ofquestions being asked
by women's groups, donors, and the government and to actions being taken by all three.
Research findings mould be shared with activists who are d~veloping strategies to address
problems in women's legal status (VeneXlasen, 1990). Discussions about legal literacy
interventions assume there is an action-oriented research program examining the operation of the
legal system and modes of seeking legal redtaS in a particular country. This also implies a
monitoring program to assess improvements or lack of improvements, what Schuler (1986)
termed the wapplication component" in her matrix of strategic actions. This role is often taken
.bJ-associatiOJlLof_womenIawyers.(e.g.~ EIDAbranches)-or women-· faculty ancIstaffat
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university departments (Boyd, 1989; Deere et al., 1990). Regional network support
organizations such as FBMNBT or WANI)2O also provide these research senrices.

s. Buildine Women's Constituencies for Lepl Reform

Schuler makes explicit the relationship between policy-making and empowerment at grassroots
levels: "••• no change in policy or legislation will lead to social transformation without the input
and mobilization of the grassroots. Empowering strategies assume that the grassroots has the
capacity to understand issues, develop the sldlls to articulate alternatives, and mobilize its
resources to press for effective change. Empowering strategies, thus, use methods that catalyze
this force .•• they always include an educational component which progressively moves women
from learning about rights and injustice toward an undentanding of the causes of their inferior
status, to the articulation of alternatives, and the development of organizing and political skills"
(Schuler, 1986, p. 34).

To achieve legal changes that benefit women, demands must respond to women's real interests.
This requires the active participation ofa constituency of women in legal reform, implementation
of the law, enforcement of the law, and ensuring women's access to appropriate legal structures.
Women advocates in the regional networks of CLADEM, APWLD, and WILDAF with the
support of the Institute for Women, Law and Development are working to bridge communication
gaps between educated and uneducated women, and urban and rural women, to gradually build
these critical constituencies (VeneKlasen, 1990).

6. Alljance Suildine and DialQ&ue

a. Initiatives by Women's Advocacy Grogps

Pimentel (reported in VeneKlasen, 1990) reports that an important lesson learned from legal
reform efforts in Brazil is that to be successful, women must build alliances with other interest
groups. She talks of sensitizing trade unions to women memben' concerns so they agreed to
join in pressuring the government to support maternity leave for Norking women.

Ibrahim notes that "women's advocacy groups and othen concerned about employment issues
tend to avoid close contact with officials, thus losing a potential route for influenc1.41g national
policy" (Ibrahim, 1989, p. 1104). She recommends that these groups should actively seek out
government officials who may have concerns about the welfare of workers and share relevant
statistics, research findings, and policy suggestions with them. She presents the case of this type
ofdialogue in Jordan (see box on the following page) in which there were ·unexpectedly positive
results.· .

a WAND, the Women and Development Unit, is located at the U!livenity of West Indies in Barbados.
PEMNET, the African Women Development IUd CommUDications Network, is I regional DetwOrk for women's
OIJanizatiODB.

60

I
I



b. Donor InitiatiYe£
WOMBN AND LBGAL REFORM IN JORJMN

In her paper prepared for USAID, FI".:edman
(1991) argues that donors should (i) conduct
policy dialogue with lawmakers and other
government officials about legw barriers laws
to women's participation in the economy and
the political structure and (ii) support local
NOOs that are seeking to improve the status
or freedom of choice of women from within
their society. Their understanding of the
legal systems and points of conflict in
interpretation of the laws is critical for
developing a strategy for government
dialogue. Donors should work with men and
women within the cultural and legal system to
transform the role and nale of laws in ways
that are more acceptable to large portions of
the community.

WIIIn the codu for ctJrpoTtJliGfU GIld Iobor wre
IIIItkr/lOlng revision III Jordim, tJ ~n's legal
m'VIca orgtJlflz.tJtiolt flLflitut«l tJ .riu uJ pllbUc
ImfilltJrs. '1hI ptUticipIJ1Il8 tuItl tUldJetu:e for thue
Ulffirum 1WN IfItJiIf1y tldivi3t ""up.r. Howller,
Mne orgt11f/.ur8 dlciU4 10 Invile mirtUtry ojJIcitJ18
tJlttl parlltllMltltJritJAr 10 8peM tJI 1M semlNl1'8.

A1IIto",,, tIri8 MON. WAf criticiu4 by 101M tJetivl.rt
grtJIIp8, " TUfIIu4 In 1M #II1t D/ tJ metUtlngfill
dialogue WAf IlfilItJted with pllbUc o.fIicitJl8. 7'hi.r In
,.".,. kd 1M /lOvmrmtlll to I"vite their Input to the
eommiItee rupolf6ilJk for drq/Hn, legl.rltJlion. 7he
W/MWII aetivi.ft8 were obIe 10 /MrllIiU1e 1M drtffterllO
IlICIuik provisiOll for mrplt1Y1rI 10 s1uJ~ tM social
rupollSibility /or mtJIendty provlsiorrs. The result..
WDlrWII worUr.r won Iollger and more flexible
lffJII,mity beMjits In theJiNII l,gisloJion. 71W cose
U1W1rt11u the importtJllce oj delleloping stron,
world", ~/oJioM betwetJn women tJetivUts alttlpllblic
ojficitJ18 co"cerud wit" labor wus (Ibrahim, 1989).

Ibrahim (1989) sketches out several types of
strategic interventions donors and women's advocacy groups can employ to improve the
effectiveness ofpolicy dialogue with governments and employers concerning the quality of wage
work for women. Many of these strategies could also be usefully applied in addressing
regulatory constraints on businesswomen. She arg1i.~I;>'iJ first that because government officials
receive mixed messages from their pro-women constituencies about some issues (e.g., protective
legislation for women workers), they can respond in an ad hoc way and justify nearly any action
or failure to a.ct. She calls for "well-argued, consistent recommendations that acknowledge
economic and political realities" and are supported by a good information base. She also
stresses the importance of dialogue and collaboration between all of the stakeholders (i.e., the
government, donors, women's organizations, unions and employers).

Ibrahim also discusses targeting various levels within the system. National level policies are
crucial, but so are those at the local and regional government levels. Local authorities (including
elected representatives and local branches of labor ministries) are frequently mandated to
supervise employers and enforce existing laws. As a result, they can be effective partners in
programs to monitor compliance with labor codes. In India and Egypt, local officials were
involved as advisors on research into the conditions of work in their jurisdiction. In these
specific cases, once local officials were fully aware of the economic contribution made by street
vendors, they were prepared to ease licensing restrictions, improve uneven and over-zealous

-----applK:atioR-of-regulatiens-and-ferm-a-pievlllCe-procedure-for-streetvendors.

Lastly, Ibrahim suggests that donors, working with labor and women's groups, may be more
effective at helping governments establish monitoring units and strengthen existing enforcement
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mechanisms than getting labor legislation changed. If grievance procedures are readily
accessible and workers are well informed about the law, abuses can generally be reduced. She
recommends that local authorities be involved in monitoring, reporting, and redressing violations
by employers.

Ioekes (1987) and Rodriguez (1989) have also made recommendations on strategies to improve
working conditions in Dominican EPZs through cooperative dialogue between donors, employee
associations and agents that might effect change such as zone authorities, firms in the zones,
firm associations, or the government. They argue that there are ~tential mutual benefits from
the establishment of zone-based training facilities, savings and loan branches, medical clinics,
and childcare facilities.

7. .Increase the Number of Women in the Lepl System

There is very little discussion in the literature concerning the number of women in legal
positions or their impacts on the system. Murphy (1993) reports in Egypt the law forbids
women from being judges or gener.d prosecutors. Women can't do this work easily because of
the necessity to ttavel to villages and also because they can not easily put themselves above men
in decision-making. Women are also perceiVed by many Egyptian men as being too emotional
to be judges. This attitude also explains why there is currently only one female cabinet minister
and few female legislators. In contrast, Turkey is a secular state that has replaced the Islamic
personal status laws with a civil law code. This has meant that the government could expand
professional opportunities for women in the law. Unlike most Muslim countries, Turkey has
women judges and magistrates. It is clear that womeq do take a more important role in the legal
profession in Latin American countries with women law school graduates and women in
judgeships ranging from one-quarter to one-half of all positions (Vargas, 1990; Said, Personal
Communication, 1994). Factors that contribute to this include the higher education levels of
middle an", elite level women and the relatively lower pay for civil service legal positions in
many countries compared to corporate positions. Some of these professional women are
interested in organizing as a professional organization and some do not want to isolate
themselves further from the non-gender specific professional associations (Said, 1994). This
strategy of increasing the number of women in legal systems and their potential impact on legal
interpretations and the rule of law requires further examination. Increased numbers of women
will make little difference unless women understand the implications of applying equal rights
Jaws and statutes for ensuring women's economic and political participation.

In the literature there is discussion of women lawyer associations and some of their activities.
Many of these are organized as branches of PIDA or of the Women, Law, and Development
Forum discussed above. Some of these activities have been discussed earlier in this Chapter.
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CHAPrERm

BUSINESS DEVEWPMENT

The literature on women's participation in business concentrates overwhelmingly on small and
microenterprises (SMEs) and the informal sector (Morris and Meyer, 1993; Rhyne and Holt,
1994; Levy, 1989; Holt and Ribe, 1991; Bennet and Goldberg, 1993; Downing, 1992; Berger
and Buvinic, 1989). The literature mentions women-owned medium or larger scale enterprises
only in passing, with the exception of a few specific donor-commissioned reports (Nkwe and
Raile, 1992; Mungai, 1992). As microenterprise development is not a focus of this literature
review, the bibliography excludes the majority of the voluminous writing on that subject.

Several explanations for the lack of research on women's participation beyond the micro, small
and informal enterprise level exist. First, donor business development programs emphasize
microenterprise development. Since donor programming guides a significant portion of the data
and information available, little research exists on small- and medium-scale businesses. Second,
women do not belong to many of the institutions that collect 3tatiSticS on formal businesses, such
as chambers of commerce. Finally, some observers contend that, in general, there is "missing
middle" in the private sector of most developing countries. That is, the business community in
most developing countries is characterized by a number of large companies (which are often
foreign-owned or parastatals), a multitude of microenterprises, and, in many regions, a dynamic
informal sector. In general, very few medium-scale businesses exist, and even fewer that are
women-owned. Given the overall lack of information, there is a real need to collect more data
in order to identify: trends; potential areas of assistance to help women-owned micro or
infonnal enterprises "graduate" to the larger or formal sector; and the conditions that enable
women to become owners of more profitable formal enterprises.

The following sections explore four major themes raised in the literature on women and
enterprise development: why gender is important to the analysis of business and private
enterprise development strategies; the participation of women in business; how women finance
their enterprises; and L'lterventions suggested by the literature.

A. WHY GENDER MA1TERS

Why is gender important to the study of private sector development? The literature illustrates
that it makes sense to support women's enterprises -- both economically and socially·· from the
household to the national level. Moreover, one component of many economic reform programs

_eDtailS-decreasing.._the- responsibility.of-the-pub1ic .sectorto-provide. employment and· services
while enhancing the ability of. the private sector to supply those needed goods and services.
Women's role in and benefit from this transition in terms of their relative participation in the
private sector must be examined.
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1. Economic Rationale

• fkf,d for Additional Income: Because few families in today's world can survive on only
one income, women have become important contributors to household financial
resources; small and informal businesses are important sources of their income. For
instance, nearly forty percent of households surveyed in Egypt were dependent on
women's income for survival (Weidemann, 1992). In Asia and the Near East, a decline
in real wages has increased the importance of women's incomes (Mehra, et aI., 1992).
In other regions, such as Latin America and Africa, male migration leading to high and
increasing numbers of female-headed households has increased household dependency on
women's income for survival.

Moreover, Rhyne and Holt assert that even when women's businesses have lower profits
and growth rates, "they make economic sense if they allow an income generating activity
to be combined with child-rearing, so that women are in effect producing two
products/services simultaneously" (Rhyne and Holt, 1994, p. 5).

• Poverty Reduction Sltu'tegy: Furthermore, many studies show that women entrepreneurs
pursue a "self-directed poverty reduction strategy;" that is, they spend their enterprise
earnings on and plan their' business strategies around maintaining household well-being 
- providing basic necessities such as education, food, and health care -- while men tend
.to reinvest their profits into their businesses or spend their profits on luxury items or
entertainment (Rhyne and Holt, 1994, p. 13; Wickrama and Keith, 1993).

• Qmtribution to Nationgl Economic Growth: Though small on their own, women's
enterprises - both formal and informal - make important contributions to national GDPs
and employment. However, since many of these businesses are located in the informal
sec::tor, they are rarely included ir. national accounting statistics. It is estimated that
industries with fewer than ten employees contribute 50% of manufacturing GDP in
Bangladesh, and in India, Pakistan and Indonesia, industries with fewer than 10
employees supply jobs to over 50% of the manufacturing workforce (Mehra, 1992).
Women own or are employed by many of these small industries.

Similarly, an Inter-American Development Bank (lDB) report on women and
microenterprise in Latin America contends, "[t]heir [women's] earnings buy essential
food and clothing for their families, making them front-line fighters in the battle against
poverty. At the same time, the goods they produce and the services they provide make
up a significant portion of the region's gross domestic product" (lDB, 1994, 1'. 1).
Rhyne and Holt support the IDB's assertion, "[c]ontribution to the economic base is a
thircI~_ though less comprehensive rationale for slIpport ()f women's businesses. An
i~rtant subset of women's businesses do become ongoing enterprises of some scale"
(Rhyne and Holt, 1994, p. 13-14).
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~!. Socio-cultural Importance

• J'impowennent/corJlldence: Women business-owners report being more confident after
IltarUng a business or taking out a loan than they were before; they also often report
feeling "empowered" by their financial independence and access to and control over
resources (Carrington, 1994; Mungai, 1992; Women's World Banking [WWB1, 1994;
Rhyne and Holt, 1994).

• Chqnlfnl Cultural SttJlUS QfWome": Successful women entrepreneurs show society that
women can succeed in non-traditional areas. Even when women are forced to start
businesses due to economic necessity, in some cases, they are becoming the sole or
primary household provider, thus changing traditional socioeconomic relationships (Lewis
and Russell, 1989).

• Increased Decision-Makin, AU/hartlj1: Furthermore, the evaluation of USAIDI
Bangladesh's Women's Entrepreneurship Development Program explains that as a result
of access to credit and training, women increased their influence in household decision
making, which in tum led to improvements in their material well-being and social status
(Berenhach, et al. in Gold, 1991).

3. Increased Efficiency of Donor Projects

In their study of gender and development in Asia and the Near East, Mehta, et al., point out the
important relationship between the consideration ofgender roles and the success ofdonor private
sector development strategies:

Increased reliance on the private rather than the public sector to produce and
deliver goods and services is a cornerstone of A.I.D. 's policy in the region.
Since women playa significant role in the private sector of many countries in the
region, their integration into programs could help ensure the success of A.I.D. 's
strategy (Mehra, et al., 1992, p. 27).

B. THE PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN IN BUSINESS

Women participate in business in a variety of ways: as owners of their own businesses, as
employees, and as managers in the private sector. The businesses they are involved in range
from informal road-side stedls to law firms to textile mills. The literature shows, however, that
their participation is highest in small and micro enterprises and informal sector activities. The
following sections explore these issues in more detail.
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1. Oyerview of Enterprise Deve)emment: Basic Terms and Definitions

To understand how and where women's enterprises fit into the private sector, it is necessary to
first review the framework donors and scholars use to describe the indigenous business
community in developing countries.

8. ClassifyinB Enterprises

Businesses, including 'women-owned firms, cim be classified in seyeral ways, for example by:
size (micro, small, medium, or large - usually determined by number of employees, but
sometimes by gross revenues), degree of formality (formal or informal), stage of development
(subsistence, new, growth-oriented, and mature), or motivation (survival or entrepreneurial).
While each of th~ classifications has its merits, they are also subject to many different
interpretations .- particularly wit'.'i regard to the literature on business development in developing
countries. The defmitions of "formal" and "informal" sector are especially controversial,
coupled with the fact that many enterprises in developing countries, including women-owned
firms, fall into a "grey area" between formal and informal, possessing some characteristics of
each.

USAID's approach to characterizing enterprises combines elements of size and motivation.21

First, there are the "survival activities ofthe poor ... those struggling to eke out a living through
whatever means possible" (Boomgard, 1989, p. 8). Several characteristics distinguish micro
from small enterprises, including size -- microenterprlses are generally those with less than ten
employees, while small enterprises employ between ten and fifty people. However, "[i]f there
is a single most critical distinction between the two, it results from relative ease of starting a
microenterprise compared with a larger scale enterprise" (Boomgard, 1989, p. 9). The creation
of a larger scale enterprise requires higher levels of skill, capital, and inputs, as well as a deeper
understanding of markets.

Boomgard's definition, however, omits the important discussion of the location of these
enterprises within the economy - that is, whether they operate in the informal or formal
economy. Mezzera (1989) explains that 1M i1fformtJl sector emerges when there is an excess
supply of labor. Unlike formal businesses, informal sector businesses are not legally licensed
or registered. Within the informal sector, two types of operators generally are found: those
with experience in the modem wage sector, having some access to savings and skills; and those
that have been excluded from formal employment .- with limited human and financial resources,
and thus limited options for income generating opportunities (Mezzera, 1989). Thus, size and
informality are not necessarily correlated. Rather, the classifkation of informal may imply more
about the characteristics of the owner and the orientation of the business.

21 USAID's approach is described by economist James J. Boomprd in •A.I.D. MicroeDterprise StocktakiDa:
Synthesis Report,· December 1989.
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Women-owned b\lsinesses are found in all four of these categories .u micro and small, and in
both components ''lfthe informal sector. The ability to classify women's businesses is, however,
complicated by th" fact that the literature on women and enterprise development frequently uses
the terms "microenterprise" and "informal sector enterprise" interehangably. To be clear, this
chapter will geneJally employ Rhyne and Holt's (1994) definition. They define women's
enJerprlses as any income-generating activity owned by women, excluding piecework, wage or
agricultulmllabor, and domestic service. Thus, this definition transcends the size and formality
distinctio11s discussed above.

b. Definition of Entrepreneur

DEFINING WOMBN'S ENTERPRISBS IN
LAriN AMERICA

Wridng about wmMn's ~rIl~rprises in Lorin America.
economist Martluerit, Berger corroborates
MacluJrla', p~rsptetive stating thai:

-{"Jor art! many ofthem {WOIfWn elflrtlpNMursJ '""
entrepnMu17, at least in th£ ekwical seltSe oj tM
tt",., So1M of tM most commoll tyJMS 01 wo",,"·
owned busiruwu i" Lorin AnwrlCD (such as selling)
tlrt! opt"" optrtJl«l on tM 8tI1M ~t'" wlltrt!
gOVll'1f1MrIl and IlJItmoJional ag'''cy oJlices ar,
10Cllf8d. The" activities and otMI'$ uNk".n by
womell a,. fUJI coMUJered to lu ·~lfIrtIp,.neurlal'by
1ft(J"Y om1WTS, n." though WOIMn an risking their
OWIl etJPittll - limited though It may be - anti
CrtItJJi"g new JOM I" 1M process. 7Mlr busiHeSSU
tI,. often survivalaetivlti,s with modut prospectsfor
growth or a dyl'UJmic <filet 011 1M 1ft(JCTOtconomy••
She gou 011 to say thai -tM tema 'mlcroelllrepr'Mur'
i_V, 118«1 lure to refer to llu tJWnerlopmllor 01a
microburi1W8, noIta1MSclt""".ttntJIJ vi.rIon tl/tM
dylUllffic ~1IIr,p,.ne",. G visiOIl fUJI OI'PllctJbl, to G

14,.,. portio,. oftM busillU8 owMrloJ¥l'tIIol'$ 111 1M
miCIWtII~rprVI secto,· (lkr,.r tmd Buvlnic, 1989,
pp. 1 tJIId 11).

Why Womtm Start Businesses2.

What Cl.actly is an entrepreneur'! The term implies something more than simply engaging in an
income-generating actii,vity. During a USAID-sponsored meeting of African businesswomenu,
one African woman U!ted the following definition: "one who gets an idea (her's or someone
else's), develops it and organizes resources to
implement, with a view to making a profit ••.
Entrepreneurship is 8l1ertness to business
opportunities, the ability to organize, as well
as a willingness to take risks" (Macharia in
Mungai, 1992). According to this definition,
many informal sector operators and
mic~terprise owners would om be
considered "entrepreneurs" due their survival,
rather than true business, orientation. The
box to the right offers a similar view based
on women's ventures in Latin AmeriCa. This
discussion is important not to exclude a group
ofenterprises from potential assistance, but to
show again, the various ways to define
businesses, particularly women's businesses.

The literature suggests several :.WJOns as to
why women start their own businesses. Some
women go into business as a matter of
choice, whereas other women are forced into
self-employment in the informal sector OJ a
molter ofsurvival.

Those women that start businesses by choice·

2Z Bvelyn MUD,ai, • Keayaa busineuwolDlD, coordinated the lMetini, which blOuiht twelve African women
from ten Africaa couatries to,ether to di8CUllS the coastnints and opportunities for women entrepreneurs in Africa.
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• the entrepreneurs •• do so for various reasons: they want economic independence, have an
idea they want to capitalize on or see a market niche, want a challenge or change from another
job, want or need a better or additional income, or want to be their own bosses (Mungai, 1992;
Lewis and Russell, 1989). In some cases, dramatic political events have opened up business
opportunities for women. Ai1i Marie Tripp, professor of political science at the University of
Wisconsin/Madison, has conducted extensive field research on women in Uganda and Tanzania.
She explains that in Uganda, women took over most of retail trade after the expulsion of the
Asians in the early 19705 (Tripp, 1994b).

The impacts of economic crisis and reform have, in many instances, ·pushed· women into the
private sector, often the informal sector. In some cases the shift has been due to public sector
lay-offs or wage cuts, in others to new opportunities created by the transition. Tripp (1992)
explains that in urban Tanzania, a decrease in wages during the period of economic adjustment
in the 1980s induced many women to leave formal wage employment - jobs as teachers, nurses,
and factory workers •• to become self-employed in the informal sector. Referring to Mezzera's
definition of the informal sector, these businesses tit into the fust type: these women have some
formal work experience, and thus may be well·positioned to "graduate" into the formal sector.
Likewise, Weidemann and Finnegan (1994), consultants to USAID's GEMJNP3 project, explain
in their report on gender and small business development in Poland that job loss or fear of job
loss created by the trar.sition to a market economy has caused many women in Poland to start
their own businesses.

In other instances, there has been more of a "pulln effect •• women go into business because
urbanization (Asia and Near East) or economic transition (Ghana, Poland, Hungary) have
actually opened new opportunities or markets in the private sector (Mehra, 1992; Morris and
Adams, 1994; Coopers &. Lybrand, 1991 a and b).Z4 See the box on page seventy for a case
of women taking advantage of the opportunities created by economic reform in Poland.

On the other hand, as described in the box on the following page, lay-offs, wage cuts, inflation,
and price increases resulting from economic reform measures have also "pushed" women to seek
out work in the informal sector as a mtllter ofsurvival: needing an income and unable to find
employment in the formal wage sector, they are forced to create their own jobs. Unlike the
women described above, these women fit into Mezzera's second category -- they seldom have
any of the skills, training, or lrnowledge needed to create viable businesses. In overcrowded
cities and other areas that suffer from rapid population growth, high unemployment rates have
also forced people, especially women, into the informal or unregulated sector of the economy
(Lewis and Russell, 1989). Women's informal activities have actually served to "cushion" some

!'GEMINI,--GJowthad.Equity Tbrouab N~lAv.8t_tllIICl.lAIl&itu&iOlll~ ia.· USAID projee&
implemented by DevelopDMllt A1tematives, Inc.

~ alyle Morris, an qriculturaJ economist It PenD StatelErie's Business School, aDd Dale Adams and Richard
Meyer, members of the Runt FiDuce Prolftlll at Ohio State University, have received support for their reMJ'Ch
from USAJD'. WOmeD in Developmen~ ::)ffice ad Office of Economic and hutitutioDal Development.
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of the negative impacts of economic crisis
and reform, providirl~ income and
employment during till~es of economic
hardship.

Other reasons women are likely to tum to the
informal sector rather tIunt the formal wage
sector for employment is because by engaging
in informal activities, tthey are able to
structure their labor time around their
domestic responsibilities. Furthermore, there
are few barriers to entry and low capital
requirements in the informal sector.

3. Characteristics at
Businesswomen and Their
Businesses

WOMBN'S lNFORliIAL BUS/NESSBS IN
7'AN.ZANIA

'11w 'C(JnomIc crl.rI6 I" Ih~ lat, 197fJ.r plac.d IItW

burtkns 011 "rbtJlI wom&!'" 10 C(JlIIrlblll, 101M
Mus,1uJ1d 'C(JMmY. 7'heJ~ rupond,d by cr,aJlng
·proj.cII· or mlr:JHIL til SwtIl'rJII - llICOIM-g,rurtJling
tJettvlliu TtUfglllg,/rP!!lfood j'rlptll'tJlioll turd ""tiding
10ltlilorillg 10 agrlclIJwrtJIprod"Clio,," S/mllarly, 1M
.cotwm/c IY/o""'. ddopl" /11 1M m/d·J98O.r
.P''7Mtu4Ud womIlI ~ lIN .i:Otwm/c rupoMibiltli,s
Ihrough PMtuU"" tluJllltJ 10 il1CrttUtd layt1/fs dNJ tJ

colfllnuing ucllu In "tJI MlGg",'. 77w. uVllo]J1MnLr
IMJk urban WDmIIi 'Nil more tmporttUII 101M
.cotwm/c ...,.U-btillg ojdu MUUho/d" (1'rlpp, 1992,
p. 159). Not .urprisillgly, thlir parlidpGlion /11
l'Ifomu:l1 tJNl mJcrOlIlt.rprls'$ IuJs con.rist.lIJly
inereM.d.

The literature states that, throughout the developing world, women's enterprises are smaller than
men's, even when they are formally registered and licensed. Moreover, formal, informal, large
or small, most women-owned firms are found in the commerce and services sectors, with few
women found as owners of manufacturing enterprises. This may be due in part to the fact that
women are most likely to start businesses in times of economic hardship, when the demand for
:services is more stable than the demand for production, or because there are fewer barriers to
l~ntry in the commerce nod services sectors.

The !!rategies women business owners pursue also distinguish their enterprises from men's.
Women's business strategies are usually more oriented toward survival 'and stability rather than
expansion. According to the literature, women are more risk averse and tend to employ
a,pproaches that relax constraints as opposed to those that directly encourage ~r«)wth.

Furthermore, women have a tendency to increase the number, not size, of their business, to
spread the risks of their activity (Rhyne and Holt, 1994). However, the same authors note that
women's businesses do appear to be as stable and long-lasting as men's.

The women who do own larger, formal business are, in general,.more educated than the average
woman, and often have some teeimica1 or management experience from the public sector or a
previous job, whereas women microentrepreneurs frequently lack even the most basic literacy
and numeracy skills. Moreover, research from Poland and Hungary found that businesswomen
tend to be over 3S, an age when domestic and child rearing responsibilities have usually
decreased, freeing up time for other activities. Rhyne and Holt (1994) also report than women
business owners Wlio atepasfcliiltr-tieiffi1g-age, -ana tI1lfsu

1Mivefewer houselioldreijiOiii[6iIftfes,
appear to have a stronger growth orientation.

69



These terms tUscribe the ~rging class oj~con
women elflrepreMurs who tire -staging their own
f'conomic mtUJnclptllion- (Singletary, 1994). In lur
re~nt tuticl, in The Wq.rhtngton Post. Singletary
tUscribes a trend that is evident across sub-Saharon
Aftica: ~CQII women aTt participating in businus
olllsUk of tlu ilfformal .etor aNI "'YoNl
mlcroeltlerprtse lewl. 1My {J1'e crealing lUIlional
trade associations, helping each other move illlo the
formal sector, and maldng important contributions to
the global economy in increasing numbers.

Women owners of larger enterpriD enter into business with some market research and/or
product analysis and knowledge of basic business principles. In contrast, women's
microenterprises are often located in less dynamic subsectors (Downing, 1992; Nkwe and Raile,
1992), wdead-end product groupsw and saturated markets (WWB, 1994) that employ traditional
manufacturing methods, such as handicrafts and weaving, food processine, etc. (Ml'ngai, 1992;
Downing, 1992; Morris and Adams, 1994; Rhyne and Holt, 1994). These areofte.: iow-growth
and/or very competitive subsecton, resulting in lower profit margins (Mehra: et aI., 1992 and
Boomgard, 1989). Their firms are more frequently labor-intensive, home-based, and depende.-It
on informal sources of finance.

4. Data on Women's Participation

As previously mentioned, women participate
in business primarily as owners of small,
micro, and informal sector ~nterprises. In
many regions, women's participation as
enterprise owners is a relatively recent
phenomenon~ due in part to the world-wide
economic crisis and urban migration.
Economist Marguerite Berger explains that in
Latin America, women's economic
participation -- primarily ~3 owners of micro
or informal enterprises - has risen due to
male migration ano the increa..~ need for
additional income at the household level in
both the growing number of female-headed
households and in traditional nuclear families. Similarly, in Asia and the Near East, "the
strongest growth in women's economic acti"ity has been in small and microenterprises, the
majority of which are in the informal sector" (Mehra, et al., 1992, p. 28).

While data on women's participation as owners of larger-scale formal enterprises is scarce, it
is evident from the literature that women's participation at this level is rising, particularly in
Africa, as illustrated by the box above. In Uganda, for instance, a growing class of large-scale
women entreprenp.urs exists, popularly known as the -Dubai traders," who are either engaged
in trade with the GulfStates and other neighboring countries or owners oflarge factories. These
women are part of a new btJurgeoisie in A:rica: private sector operators whose success is not
a result ofpatronage or penonalistic networks tied to the state (Tripp, 1994b). A USAID study
on semi-formal finance in Uganda repm.~ similar findings. 'The authors refer to a -business
dynamism- amo••gst survey respondent!, over half of which were women, and conclude that wa
growing entrepreneurial class of women and men is emerging- despite years of civil war and
economic instability (Morris, et al., 1994, p. 34).

70

I



Similarly in Tanzania 1J1d zaire, women's participation as owners of larger, formal businesses
has incn:ased since the mid-1980s. Women have established large tailoring businesses, dry
cleaning companies, flour mills, secretarial service companies, hair salons, import/export
businesses, bakeries, and other small manufacturing and service enterprises (Tripp, 1994b).
Evidence from Botswana also indicates that the numbers of women in larger, non-traditional
enterprises are growing (Nkwe and Raile, 1992).25 However generalizations cannot always be
made, even within regions. In Mali, for instance, I..ewis and Russell (1989) report only an
estimated 35-40 women business owners exist in the formal sector.

Ir Saudi Arabia, a country where popular belief is that women are not economically active,
women bold nearly 20~ of the licenses registered with the Jeddah Chamber of Commerce
(Mehta, 1992); in Poland, women make up 20-2596 of small business owners (Weidemann and
Finnegan, 1994). Even in rural areas of Bangladesh, where the Bangia term baJarer meye, or
Wwoman of the market- is synonymous with a woman of loose morals, wa few determined
women are looking beyond traditional work" (Rashid, 1990, p. 6). Women in Bangladesh are
now setting up small shops, and running a variety of businesses from photographic studios to
grocery stores.

TAKING AD!~AGE OF ECONOMIC REFORM:
WOMEN IN BUSINESS IN POlAND

~.giM aM JolfJIUa ':r jirm is a good example f1/Iww the privtJl~ 8~ao.. C411 st~p ill OllU tM state has
st#PJHfl OUI. For tMp 'St/orty-jiv~y~a", Q ulltrlll ag~IICY f1/the state provitkd all ojthe ptJItert18 lind
co1Imfor clothu to be IMII'lftJetUml ill PoiaM. Whi/~ clo/lUlII 1MII'lftJetur~rs relied 011 the al~IICY/or
allduigM, the operatiolU f1/the agellCY were Muriteless Mavily lubsidJ:.«l by lite Millistry ofIndustry.
'11te agellCY mtplDYed aboUlI70people, llearly all women - ""PI top IMlItIg~III.

About two y.ars ago, 1M Mi" i8tI 'Y f1/Industry cUlIIIIMIdJt610 1M celllrtJl tlg~flCY,' simIllttl1leOII8", """,,"18
IN!ran 10 dry upfor IMII)' f1/PD/&.'nd·1 tUli/~ ctNllptllIlu. 71te tlg~IICY wasforud to dDSe il8 doors and
lay qJfils emp/qyell, many ojwltom were 81dIl~d dulgurs. IfllUed, Olle ojlhem was Jolallla, a texlile
engilller wilh 13 y~ars f1/~riellce ill the "mal aglllCY. R~gilltl 1uJd 15 y,ars ofexperi~lIc~wtJrldllg
.for Itate-owtted dOlhillg malll(at:trIMrslhat IUtIllhe tJgIIICY', nmea. Jotlll", they "coglli:.ed thai
wlraUver problems lite ulIIrtJ1 Ggllle/mlght 1uI~ 1uJd, it providtd tJ nrYIu that was still ill dmuJnd
_", many Polish ell/uprises: /tUhiDII duI,lI. '/'My dtcUIttJ 10 tackl~ 11uJt IMrket IIiche- (Coop~r8

& £ybrtlM, 1991b, A1IIIu 3, p. 3).

Despite these achievements, most women's enterprises throughout the developing world continue
to be micro in size, and remain in the informal sector, where economic activities are
unregulated, unlicensed, and unrecorded. In fact, in some developing countries, women are the
majority of microenterprise owners, and the majority of women are engaged in microenterprise
activities. In India, for example, 89% of working class women work in the informal sector
lWorking Women's Forum, 1992); in Southern Africa, women own on average nearly 7S96 of

25 TeboJo Nkwe IIId Jamie Raile prepared • report for USAlDlBotswana on businesswomen ~ Botswana.
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small businesses (Downing, 1992; Nkwe and Raile, 1992); in Latin America, an average ofone
third to one-half of microentrepreneurs and their employees are women (Berger and Buvinic,
1989; IDB, 1994); in urban areas ofSouth East Asia, women are nearly fifty per.::ent of infonnal
sector operators (Mehta, et al., 1992); and in Botswana, Tanzania and Nepal, more than llO%
of the total female labor force is self-employed in the informal sector (Gold, 1991).26

• Women as Manareu

Few women in developing countries reaclt high level managemen~ in private companies.
Reasons offered for the scarcity of women in top positions include the following: (i) most
women are concentrated in occupations and sectors that offer little opportunity for advancement
(Adler and Izraeli, 1994); (li) they lack the relevant experience, education, skills, and training
n~ed for management; and (iii) they have domestic responsibilities that prohibit them from
laavelling, working late, or transferring, thus making them less desirable candidates for
management positions (Abdoolcarim, 1993). However, Zoher Abdoolcarim, economics editor
of Asian Business, points out that the number of women managers and ex~utives in most Asian
coUntries has doubled over the last ten years.

Staudt believes that cultural values embedded in societies that "prize male presenc~ and culture
at the institutional helm" may prevent even major organizational and structural changes from
increasing the numbers of women in managerial positions (Staudt, 1993, p. 137). When women
do reach higher levels of management, they are usually subject to extraordinary perf.,nnance
pressures and bear the burden of being the lone woman; moreover, their mistakes or failures are
perceived as being symbolic ofwomen's potential as a whole (Staudt, 1993). TIle literature also
suggests that institutions are not ~;,;nder-neutral, but are in fact male-biased according to
steteotypical male-female gender roles. That is, that the elements for success in the corporate
world are inherently biased against women's participation (e.g., praise for working late,
disapproval of leave to care for family) (Adler and Izraeli, 1994).

In the former Soviet bloc, quotu for women in local-level managel'llent existed, but women were
under-represented in more Sl~ Ilior and national positions, a factor which may impede their
participation in such positicms in the new market economies. Further inhibiting their
participation as managers ill the new economy is the revision of the previous, fonnally
egalitarian Communist laws to on~~ that take a more traditional view of women by eliminating
some of the protective and equitable legislation that was previously in place (Adler and Izraell,
1994).

~ Elizabeth Gold, consultant to The Future'. Group International, reviewed aod llOmpUed lessons teamed from
mteeD PPCIWID documents on private enterprise.
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s. Constraints to Women EntrePtmcuIJ

Examining the constraints to women's b'asinesses will help to understand why women's
businesses possess the qualities they do - small, low-growth, survival-oriented, in stagnant
markets. While both men and women entrepreneurs confront many barriers to business creation
and expansion - including small domestic markets, unskilled labor markets, cumbersome
business registration procedures, high interest tates, and poor macroeconomic conditions - the
literature maintains that some constraints are heightened for women. This is due in large part
to discriminatory legal and social systems that have prevented w0n:ten from having equal access
to fir.ance, education, and training. In other words, gender itself is not necessarily the constraint
to business development; the impediments are more closely linked to the social and economic
roles, responsibilities, ·and struct...res that societies designate to men and women (Morris and
Meyer, 1993).

It is important to note, however, that in some of the former Soviet bloc countries, sue:, as
Poland and Hungary, mandated equality between the sexes has resulted in fewer gender-related
differences amongst opportunities and constraints in the new m[ ~ket economy. Coopers &
Lybrand reports that in both countries "there are no major legal or structural impediments to
women in business;" rather, all new entrepreneurs, be they men or women, face major hurdles
to business development (Coopers & Lybrand, 1991a, p. 29 and 1991b, p. 24).

Muller' has developed a framework that separates the factors affecting women's participation
in busineSlJ and management into three categories (Muller, 1994, p. 362):

• Public DOliey and leml mandates: These affect women's equality in political and
economic life and their ability to actively parocipate in the labor force and in
decision-making;

• OWnlzatianal gttrlbwes: Both structural and behavioral characteristics of
organizations influence women's ability to advance in business and management;

• Socio-cultur:a1 tr44ititmt tvr4 qpeetation.t: These are factors that detennine
women's roles inside and outside of the family, as well as shape women's and
men's expectations of themselns and what is considered acceptable behavior.

More specifically, key constraints are found in the areas of finance, skills/training, market
infonnation, illiteracy/numeracy, institutioll:l1 support, law, and society and culture. Each of
these constraints is outlined below:

Z7 BoJen 1. Muller is u uvJCWe profeaor IIICI coordinator of the OqlllizatioaaJ Bebavior Program at t'.e
ADderIcIt School of MIDI,ement. University of New Mexico.
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a. Finance

Although most entrepreneurs, male and female alike, cite inadequate financing as a major
business consmdnt, women in particular face difficulty in meeting collateral requirements, filling
out loan applications, and developing viable business plans. See Section C for more details on
women and finance.

b. SkillsJrajnjna

Women are typic.lly underserved by existing management, techniCal, vocational, and business
training programs. The only training that women do receive often reflects stereotypes about
women's capacities and social roles. Training offered to women is usually highly specialiRd
for industry jobs or in Itraditional l skills such as sewing or other ~)andicrafts. This approach
keeps most women-owned businesses concentrated in 'traditional' or "~omestic' industries that
face limited, saturated, or stagnant markets (Gordon, 1991; Rhyne and Holt, 1994) and greatly
hinders women's career mobility and opportunities for advancement (Mehta, 1992).

Furthermore, women usually enter business with less experience than men. Most male
entrepreneurs have practical experience from a public sector or formal sector job; since fewer
women are employed at those levels, they have fewer opportunities to gain relevant training and
experience (Mungai, 1992). As governments are cutting training and retraining programs across
the board due to demands by structural adjustment programs to reduce public expenditures,
women have access to even fewer training opportunities (Commonwealth Secretariat, 1989).

c. Low UBls of Education

Lack of basic education, e5'jJeCially literacy and numeracy, is a major obstacle to women's
economic participation in g(~neral. With regard to women's participation in business, it limits
the ability of many women to apply for loans, participate in training programs, keep accounting
records, access marJret and business information, and write business plans. However, for many
women in the infonnal sector, Jack of formal education is less of a constraint, as they interact
less with formal7.nstitutions and structures. Mezzera (1989) found that the relationship between
education/skills and profits is less pronounced in the informal sector.

d. laclc of Institutional SUJIlOrt

Although some women's business associations have been created, they general1y have insufficient
financial resources and political clout to be effective. Few women join traditional support
institutions such as chambers of commerce or professional associations because those
organizations rarely commit to or serve the specific needs of women. As a result, women may
be isolated .from the important connections in the business community that lead to career

-----_ ... -advancement and business suc:cess,-as-weltanaluable-maItet infolliiatimr(Mungat,--tm;-Nkwe
and Raile, 1992; Lewis and Russell, 1989; Staudt, 1993; Adler and Izraeli, 1994). See Chapter

74

I



IV, Institutional Support and Representation, for more information on women's participation in
and benefit from l!Jstitutions.

e. LeSal Constraints

In most developing counb'ies, discriminatory or ambiguous legal systems severely resb'ict
women's economic participation. Many of these laws are rooted in religious and cultural
attitudes toward women. Laws preventing women from owning property are of particular
concern as they hinder women's access to credit. Marriage and. divorce laws, which affect
inheritance and control over income, are also of concern to women entrepreneurs.

In some countries, married women's legal status as IillilOrs prevents them from engaging in
common activities required of most entrepreneurs - applying for loans, signing wntracts, and
travelling -- without permission from their husbands. In Botswana, for example, the
Community-in-Property Law gives husbands the final decision-making power ovelr family assets,
legally allowing him to decide to close his wife's business at any time and recover the assets.
This law was raised by over 80% of woml~n surveyed in Botswana as the key ll:gal constraint
to owning a business (Nkwe and Raile, 1%'2).

Rhyne and Holt (1994) argue that ltgal issues are more serious for formal sectQr
businesswomen, of which there are relatively few, because only formal sector businesswomen
can access formal financiai institutions. However, if one takes the view that integl'ating women
into foi'mal financial markets is important, legal restrictions must be lifted in order to allow
equa18(XCSS for all women. Moreover, laws such as the Community-in-Property l.aw and laws
that prevent women from owning property affect women at all levels of businesS'.. For more
details on the legal issues related to women's economic participation, see Chapter D, Legal and
Regulatory Issues.

f. Social I'nd Cultuml Constraints

Discriminatory social and cultural attitudes often prevent women from entering or succeeding
in the private sector, particularly in management (Mungai, 1992; Rainey, 1993). These attitudes
often stem from religious systems that promote certain notions of women's status, such as Islam
in the Middle East and parts of Asia, and Catholicism in Poland. In Bangladesh, for example,
religion-based customary law forbids women in roral areas from opemting in public markets,
thus restricting their access to income-generating opportunities (Rashid, 1990).
Traditional' perceptions of gender roles in society have resulted in some other problems: some
husbands fear their wives' financial independence and even demand a portion of the profits
(Lewis and Russell, 1989; Levy, 1989; Muller, 1994); some women believe they are not taken
seriously by public officials, bankers, suppliers, or sometimes even their customers and
employees (Nkwe and Raile, 1992; Lewis smd Russell, 1989); and women may face sexual

. harassmentontlIe job(MUUef,1994).Dlotfter~, wamell laCk tlie assertiveness and
confidence needed to be a successful entrepreneur (Mungai, 1992) or manager (Adler and
Izraeli, 1994), or even approach a bank for a loan (Duval, 1991).
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The literature also reports that in all parts of the world, the burden of time-eonsuming domestic
responsibilities is a major constraint to women's ability to succeed in business. Unlike men,
women have "dual roles" in the household - a reproductive role which includes most hous.-.hl)lii
related and child-rearing duties, as well as a producdve role which entails engaging it. some
form of income-generating work. With a long list of household obligations, women have little
time to spend on their businesses or attend training classes. Furthermore, due to these domestic
responsibilities and cultural restrictions, more women's businesses are hom~based t.lUl:l men's.
By locating their businesses in their homes, women's access to markets and marlre~ information
is extremely limited.

6. Graduation

As mentioned in an earlier section, women-owned informal and microenterprises tend to be
oriented more toward stability and survival than I~xpansion (Gold, 1991; Berger and Buvinic,
1989; Rhyne and Holt, 1994). They rarely graduate to the formal sector for several reasons:
they are not created on sound business principles, are typically in non-growth and less lucrative
subsectors, and are aimed at improving household welfare rather than increasing profits (Rhyne
and Holt, 1994). Women microentrepreneurs tend to spend their business profitCJ on household
necessities Imther than reinvest the money in their businesses. While the household level benefits
of this stnltegy are obvious, the practice prevents women's businesses from growing.
Furthermore, research shows that women tend to increase the number, rather than the size, of
the enterprises in which they are engaged. This strategy of diversification as opposed to
specialization ofeconomic activities is based on the need for security; with meager resources and
primary responsibility for supporting the household, women are less free or willing to take risks
(Gold, 1991).

Women also have more difficulty "graduating" because, as described in the previous section, the
constraints women face in the business community and market place are often more acute thAA
those their male counterparts face. Referring to women in Africa, Tripp explains that W[e]ven
though somf! women have managed to e."'\ter into more lucrative enterprises, most women, for
whom access to capital is a serious problem, have little hope of expanding beyond a small
microenterprise- (Tripp, 1992, p. 176).

In addition, while the trend is changing, in many regions of Africa and the former Soviet bloc,
business opportunities are still closely linked to access to state power and resources. As few
women have such access, they are rarely abl(~ to transcend the limited business opportunities of
the informal sector (Gordon, JQ91).

However, ir their study of women entrepreneurs in Mali, Lewis and Russell point out the
advantages of remaining informal, lither than attempting to graduate: many infonnal sector
operators choose to stay in that sector where they can be more responsive to market fluctuations

-_. -and-demand-·whiIe--avoidingthe-administrative--procedures'anctldgtl· tranSBCl1"on··'COSO· or tfte
formal sector (Lewis and Russell, 1989). On the other hand, there are important reasons for
women in particular to move their businesses into the formal sector. In Michelle Singletary's
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(1994) recent article on African businesswomen in Zhe Washmuon PoU, Lucia Quachey,
president of the Ghana Association of Women Bntrepreneurs, suggests two reasons: first, by
joining the formal economy, women's contributions to national GNPs will be officially
recognized; and $eCOnd, as owners of formal businesses, women can leverage and influence
government policies and change the obstacles that hinder the growth of their enterprises.

c. FINANCIAL SERVICES FOR WOMEN ENTREPRENEURS

Providing credit to women continues to be a donor strategy to improve women'~ economic
status. Women's World P..!nking2' agrees that credit is an important component of women's
economic empowerment: "[a] nl..qjor means to improve the status of women is to open women's
access to financing" (WWB, 1994,~. 13). This soction reviews the range of financial services
that are available to women, the t)'pes they most often utilize, as well as the financial policy
issues related to women's access to credit and the development of women's enterprises.

1. How Women Finance Their BusinesseS

This section briefly describes the types of financial services women utilize to finance their
enterprises, as well as some of the limitations of these sources. While this is the same range
of services available to men, women make different financial decisions based on their personal
constraints and the obstacles related to the type of service offered. Like men, women borrow
to expand their businesses, purchase equipment and inputs, and pay employees. Women also
utilize financial services for savings. Savings are important for investment funds, and are
especially important for women as they help women build financial histories and increase their
financial literacy.

a. Personal Sayin&s or Loans from Friends or family

The literature claims that for business start-ups, women are more likely than men to use personal
savings or loans from friends or relatives, often simply because they feel they have fewer
options. Personal savings can come from a pension, inheritance, retirement fund, or other
bonus; .these sources often serve as the initial impetus for women to go into business.

b. Informal Sources

Many entrepreneurs throughout the world prefer to use informal sources of credit even when
fonnal financial services are available. Some prefer to use informal sources because they
in'Jolve people they know and trust (Morris and Adams, 1994), while others tum to them for
lack of other options (Lewis and Russell, 1989). Informal credit sources take many forms,
rcmging from money-lenders to suppliers' credit to group rotating savings and credit associations

• Thi. quote i. from the Women'. World BlnkiDa report of the United NatiOlll EJ.pert Group on Women and
. Piaanc:e.
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(commonly known as ROSCAs). Women are more li1fely than men to borrow from the informal
sector because the characteristics of informal borrowing are very appealing to women: informal
lenders offer small loans, flexible repayment rates, and quick tum-around of money. A study
of women microentrepreneurs in Egyp~ reports that ninety percent of women used personal
savings or ROSCAs to start their businesses (Weidemann, 1992).

While these informal mechanisms often serve an entrepreneur's immediate needs, they generally
cannot provide the long-term capital reqired to expand a business. Moreover, money-lenders
often charge very high interest rates, caU1\lng indebtedness which puts women and other
microentrepreneurs in a weak bargaining position with suppliers and traders (Chatterjee, 1993;
Wickrama and Keith, 1994). ROSCAs can be a sufficient source of start-up capital, but since
members only receive funds on a rotating basis, the arrangement is not adequate for long-term
business financing or emergency needs.

c. Formal Banks

The literature explains that women's access to formal banks is limited by a combination of bank
policies and products and women's perceived or actual personal limitations. Few women use
formal banks for loans, as formal banks cannot afford to make the small, short-term loans
women usually demand. Even though time and time again women are described as more
creditworthy and better managers of resources than men, women are often denied loans simply
on the basis of gender stereotypes (e.g. ~ women cannot manage money or they do not have
adequate business skills).

On the supply side, commercial banks are r:ften hesitant to lend to groups -- such as women -
that they consider "risky" due to the high transaction costs of small loans, the banks perception
that the clients are inexperienced, and credit ceilings29 (Morris and Adams, 1994; Lewis and
RusS(~l1, 1989). On the demand side, women borrowers can rarely meet banks' collateral
requirements (e.g., physical collateral such as a land title); cannot read or fill out loan
applications; and often do not have a track record, formal accounting records, well-written
busin~ plans or feasibility studies, or references (Mungai, 1992; Mehra, 1992). In sum,
formal financial institutions do not offer financial products adapted to the needs of women
borrowers ()'Iorris and Adams, 1994).

In some countries, such as Botswana and SwazHcmd, legal issues hinder women's ability to
obtain formal bank loans; a woman cannot obtain a loan, open a savings account, or enter into
a contract without her husband's authorization. In Uganda, banks also require a husband's
signature before lending to a woman, not for legal rrJlSOn!, but because they want to ,...nsure that
-increasing her financial independence would not contribute to dissension within the family"
(Duval, 1991, p. 18). These restrictions limit women's freedom and independence with their
businesses and finances. Even where women do no,t face legal impediments to using formal

29 -Credit ceiliD,g- determiDe a bmk'g tota1leadiD, caplCity. It ig Mr.'med that with limited ftmds for leadiD,.
blab will cboole to make a few larpr loans to -.re" clieats. rather tIwl several smallioms to -riRky" clients.
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banks, women are often not aware of their ability to obtain formal financing independently, and
thus secure their husbands' signatures anyway.

In Uganda, even though the Uganda Commercial Bank expressed the belief that women control
a large share of the country's businesses, only 9% of development finance loans has gone to
women, and only 1% of loans through the Bank of Uganda's Rehabilitation of Productive
Entelprises project has gone to women. Ugandan bankers claim that women simply do not
approach them for loans (Duval, 1991).

In light of these circumstances, donor and bank support for loan guarantee programs is
particularly important for women entrepreneurs because these programs encourage commercial
banks to lend to smaller -riskier" businesses and also allow banks to gain experience working
with women clients (Mehra, 1992).

d. Semi-formal Financial Institutions

Semi··formal financial institutions combine characteristics of formal lending (deposit security,
regular delivery of services, interest payments on savings) and informal lending (use of non
traditional collateral, decentralized delivery systems, small, short-term loans) (Morris, et al.,
1994). These institutions include co-operatives and NOOs. NODs are often established by
international donors to serve as a channel for donor funds to reach small and micro
entrepreneurs.

Women's World Banking (WWB), a U.S.-based non-profit financial inStitutiC,:I. is an important
proponent of this strategy. WWB has created affiliated NOOs in over forty countries world
wide that provide financial services to over half a million low-income women entrepreneurs.
Another effective credit model, employed by the Indian NGO Women's World Forum, has been
successful because its staff and clientele are from the same background and because the whole
system is based on social responsibility (Working Women's Forum, 1992).

By not registering as banks, these institutions have several advantages. They are not regulated
by formal financial regulations and, thus, can charge varying interest rates and set their own
lending and collection policies. By charging higher interest rates than commercial banks, semi
formal financial institutions are able to handle the transaction costs of administering a higher
volume of smaller loans. In addition, semi-formal financial institutions are often willing to lend
based on group accountability and responsibility or character, which is very important for
women, who rarely have access to the physical collateral that formal banks require. They also
have simple loan applications and repayment schemes (Mehra, 1992). Semi-formal financing
also provides women with the imt-0rtant banking experience they need to "graduate" into the
formal banking system. The biggest drawback of these institutions is that, as non-bank financial
institutions, they are rarely allowed to accept deposits, an important financial service for women
-enl1epteileurs~
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2. New Views on Financio& Women's Entetprises

The current literature places great emphasis on the relationship between macro-level financial
and economic reforms and financial services for women (WWB, 1994; Rhyne and Holt, 1994;
Morris and Adams, 1994; Mehra, et aI., 199'2). While trends in the literature have been moving
toward this approach for some time, earlier works focussed more on designing appropriate
programs for women borrowers.

a. StrenstheninB the Financial Sector in General

The latest thinking on women and fir.i..,ce is that donors should not necessarily emphasize the
design of business support projeocs that tai'iet women; rather, by creating stronger and more
competitive financial markets Otnd reforming banking policies, institutions and the instruments
banks offer will evolve to "..erve client demand and need (WWB, 1994). Important reforms
include deregulation of interest rates and decentralization of the banking industry (Mehta, et al.,
1992). Morris and Adams, in their recent USAID-funded study on women and finance in
Ghana, Egypt and Uganda, are particularly strong advocates of this view: "[w]e conclude that
a thriving economy and an evolving system of financial markets that is competiJ1~ for deposits
and creditworthy borrowers will do more for women than wlll targeted credit programs" (Monis
and Adams, 1994, p. 36). Creating a financial policy framework conducive to the development
and expansion of semi-formal financial markets is one way governments can broaden and deepen
access to financial services in generallDd women's access in particular (Morris, et al., 1994).
PrivatiZation of indigenous banks could also stimulate more competitive (mancial markets,
possibly resulting in the increased provision of financial services to groups traditionally excluded
from formal banking services (Morris, et al., 1994). Moreover, availability of money alone
does not create economic opportunities; macroeconomic and other market conditions affect the
impact credit has on women entrepreneurs (Rhyne and Holt, 1994).

b. InteBmtioB Women into Formal Financial Markets

Some of the literature reviewed argues that womt.. entrepreneurs should be viewed as clients
of financial markets, as opposed to recipients or beneficiaries of donor programs. Some authors
recommend that more work needs to be done in the areas of legal and banking reform to allow
women to benefit more equitably from formal financial and business-related technical services,
as well as to integra~ women into formal financial markets. For instance, bank reforms such
as the acceptance of non-traditional collateral could go a long way toward bringing financial
markets to women. Integrating women into formal financial markets is also important for giving
women access to the resources they need to -graduate- from the micro or informal level to the
formal sector.

c.._ Apmmriate Instruments verSUS Tametioa

Furthermore, according to much of the recent literature, several authors feel that women
entrepreneurs do ~ot need tar"eted loan programs, rather they need access to appropriate
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services, such as small, short-term, renewable, market-interest loans. Donors and governments
should enact policies that encourage existing banks and other fmancial institutions to respond to
women entrepreneurs' demands and needs, rather than establish separate programs (Rhyne and
Holt, 1994; Morris and Adams, 1994; Morris and Meyer, 1993; WWB, 1994).

Moreover, women's businesses, as a target group, are difficult to assist with a specific package
or program since they are extremely diverse, and often are found in saturated markets where real
gains in productivity are difficult to achieve (Rhyne and Holt, 1994).

d. Linka8es Between Banks and Non-Bank Fjoinclalln$titytions

In order to reach women, many donors have supported linkages between banks and non-bank
financial intermediaries. However, the literature cautions that several factots must be considered
before employing this approach. In her analysis of women and the private sector in Asia and
the Near East, Rekha Mehra points out that while linkages between banks and NOOs may seem
a good idea, "intermediary credit organizations that link poor borrowers with commercial banks
confront red tape and bureaucratic hassles that slow disbursement and weaken the effectiveness
of their loan programs" (Mehra, 1992, p. 36). Monis and Adams (1994) question the
sustainability of donor-inspired NGO fmancial intermediaries, with particuiar concern regarding
their ability to operate when donor funds are discontinued. However, others still argue tha.t
commercial bank linkages with intermediaries and local NOOs are important for reaching low
income clients, especially women, as well as transferring capital from the informal to the formal
financi81 sector (WWB, 1994; Rhyne and Holt, 1994). The linkages are also important channels
for NOOs to disseminate information to commercial banks on effective approaches to small
enterprise lending (UNIFEM, 1994).

D. INTERVENTJONS SUGGESTED BY THE LITERATURE

It is important for donors to support women's enterprises -- be they large or small, formal or
informal - for their contributions to household welfare, women's empowerment, overall
economic growth, and improved private sector development strategies. In light of this, the
literature has identified several areas for donor intervention.

In addition to establishing and improving savings and credit programs, the literature describes
several strategies for increasing women's participation in formal business. They include:
research, a wide range of training programs, institutional development, legal and policy reform,
and develupment of new financial instruments for women. However, the literature does not
present many examples ofinterventions for women in business beyond the microenterprise level.
It should be noted that these are interventions mentioned by the literature and are not necessarily
recommendations for POWER activities.
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In terms of "model mechani8ms" for promoting women's businesses, the examples in the
literature are limited to microenterprise progran: Gold (1991) summarizes a few of the key
design issues related to women and microenterprise development projects. Some of her
conclusions and recommendations include: projects that assist women in creating new
enterprises have, in general, been costly and have enjoyed limited success; projects should
address some of the external constraints to business success such as women's limited
participation in formal private sector organizations and legal and policy issues; and project.CJ that
identify more dynamic sectolS of the economy or non-traditional areas of production for women
may be one strategy for bringing women into the formal sector. .

The informal sector and microenterprises hold varying degrees of opportunity for increasing
quality economic participation by women, depending on the qualifications of the enterprise
owner and the subsector of the business. Thus, assisting women's businesses to "graduate" from
the informal to the fonnal sector, or from micro to small scale, may be an effective donor
strategy when enterprise and owner characteristics are carefully considered.

• 4dditio1Ul1 Research and Data Collection

The lack of data and literature on women's participation in the formal private sector clearly
indicates that additional research is needed to improve women's participation in business,
especially beyond the microenterprise level. New research should build on and complement
existing information - such as the key constraints to women's participation in business -- and
develop action-oriented recommendations and strategies on how to alleviate tticJe constraints.
Writing about Egypt, Weidemann (1992) recommends increasing women's awareness of more
remunerative markets as Orie component of a strategy to assist women entrepreneurs. Analysis
of the conditions that encourage and enable women's participation in the formal private sector
is also needed. Another aspect of rcsean:h could include documenting C8.Cle studies of successful
women entrepreneurs to provide women with role models in the business community.

• Trainl",

With more women starting their own enterprises, business-related training is more important
than ever. The literature recommends that training emphasize management and business skills,
with a focus on reorienting women's finns toward more profitable sub-sectors - a key
component of "graduation" strategies - as well as providing technical and vocational training.
In particular, women need training in sectors such as manufacturing that offer more opportunities
for growth (Oldham, 1990; Rhyne and Holt, 1994). However, programs must be designed so
that women can balance them with domestic responsibilities. Training programs should &:so
make follow-up placement services available ~1.ycette, 1986) or provide follow-up technical
assistance, preferably on-site (Lewis and Russell, 1989). Training is also a service for which

_mostentrepmleursare willing to pay- alee - ninet)'-foUl'- percent01 Ugandan husiness--owners,
male and female, indicated that they would be wi1Iing to pay at least a small amount for training
(Morris, et at., 1994).
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Retraining is particularly important fOl' women in the former Soviet bloc of Eastern and Central
Europe and the Newly Independent States. Womcm in thel'e regions are generally well-educated,
and training in new areas may atr'mgthen the pl1'ivate sector and inCfll"..3SC tile likelihood that
women can advance in their careers (Weidemann and Finnegan, 1994). In particular, donors
should try to help 80vernments determine how ~ltis highly skilled and educated work force can
best be utilized for economic efficiency.

Provision of career advisory services for women at universities and employment centers,
including training of career counselors or establishing career cen~rs at universities is another
type of training women cite as important.

• institutional DeyelQJ1lMnl

Increasing women's participation in and benefit from institutions -- both financial and
professional -- is also a key strategy to improving women's success in business. With :egard
to women and business development, Rhyne ;md Holt (1994) recommend that the World Bank
focus on strengthening and developing financial institutions, including NOOs, that can effectively
and sustainably provide financial services ((llr women. Women's groups are also important
institutions for women entrepreneurs. A rectlnt UNIFEM study on women and credit in Kenya
showed that "a major factor in the success of the women's enterprise was membership in a
women's group" (UNIFEM, 1994, p. 40). Women's groups provide important support services
to women ent~neurs such as motivat,;on, confidence-building, financial and physical
resources (such as sharing of premises), ano pressure to repay loans on time.

• Legal and Pali" &!OD/JS.

External factors often beyond the control of the entrepreneur, such as policies, laws and
regulations, are important ingredients for success in business for all entrepreneurs, male and
female alike. However, as discussed in Chapter I, in many cases, economic policies affect
women differently than they do men. EncouraginJ policy reform, especially financial sector
reform, could have broad impacts on women's economic participation, particularly for women
entrepreneurs in terms ofavailability ofresources and services (Morris and Adams, 1994; Rhyne
and Holt, 1994). Sugge!.ted policy reforms include restructuring development finance institutions
to better serve women clients (Rhyne and Holt, 1994), deregulating interest rates, creating
decentralized networks of banks in nuaI and urban areas, permitting semi-formal financial
institutions to accept deposits, and allowing banks to accept non-traditional forms of collateral.

Legal reform is necessary to change laws that prevent women from functioning as independent
private sector actors. Particularly important are property laws and other laws that impede
women's access to credit. Govemments can help increase the participation of women in

___•__ u_••. economic 81 uvitieshy maid". reforms in civil cwIes, banldnglaws,-.andJabor.laws (Gold,
1991). DoIhlrs can facilitate this process through the support of action-onented research and
women's advocacy groups.
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Donors can also promote development policies that encourage women's economic participation.
For example, USAID/Zimbabwe has tied part of its development assistance program to
conditions meant to enhance women's participation and advancement in employment. One-third
ofall private sector training activities must address women's needs, and for USArr: to purchase
capital equipment for the Zimbabwean railroads, women must be targeted for advancement to
management (Muller, 1994).

• DevelQJ»llen1 «Innovative Financial Products (or Women

Along with banking reform, donors could work with banks to deVelop new financial products
to serve the need!l of women entrepreneurs. Donors can also help increase the participation of
women in the formal private sector by promoting joint ventures with women-owned businesses
(Rhyne and Holt, 1994) and establishing loan guarantee facilities for women. For example,
USAIDtrhailand and a local bank jointly operate a loan guarantee program for rural small and
medium-sized enterpri~ that has successfully reached women entrepreneurs. The program has
enabled women's businesses to hire more employees, diversify production, and increase sales
(Mehta, et aI., 1992).

84



CHAPTER IV

INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT AND REPRESENTATION



CHAPI'ERIV

INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT AND REPRESENTATION

A. WHY GENDER MAl1'ERS

Complex political and economic changes taking place throughout the world have focussed
attention on developing the institutional30 capacity, both on the donor and recipient sides, to
adapt to and benefit from those changes. Understanding the structure ofgender relations within
these institutions is "central to developing the institutional capacity to benefit from the broader
changes in society" (parker and Friedman, 1993, p. 114). The literature on womeu's groups
in developing countries overwhelmingly supports the concept of women organizing and
mobilizing for change as an important part of women's access to teehni('.a1, political, and
economic resources. In particular, the literature stresses the importance of women's
organizations from two broad perspectives: (i) their contribution to the democratization process
and (ii) their role in empowering women.

• Contribution to the Democratization Process

Women's groups and women's participation in various organizations have contributed to the
democratization process directly, by influencing party agendaS and gaining a voice in legislative
and bureaucratic bodies, and indirectly, by adding to the groups that comprise civil society. As
women's groups flourish, they bring new issues into public policy discussions and represent new
sets of interests, contributing to the development of civil society. The proliferation of women's
groups has brought issues that are of particular concern to women out of the "private"
household-lt:vel and into the more "public" agendas of bureaucracies, political parties, and
donors, both nationally and internationally. Women's groups also serve as the foundation for
giving women a greater voice in political processes and making a real contribution to the process
of political decentralization (Joekes, 1991).

In many cases, women's groups may appear to have had few tlngible impacts on politics and
policies. However, in many instances, they have indeed transformed political culture in
significant ways. Specifically, women's groups have mobilized many who have never actively
partir':nted in politics, challenged state policies and practices for the first time, helped to delink
Nt. ~~m particular political parties, created competition amongst political parties for
constituencies, and initiated community action to improve the effectiveness of government.

··Ii is imPOifIDt to nOte that the term· ·i.'DtitutiOD- in thillleCtion rerm to oraaniDtions, iDcludiD. professional
UIOCiatiOlll, trade unions, labor OI'IlIIiDtifl'U, and lovemment bodies. The authon of the literature review
recopize that a broider definition of the term -iDltilotion· is frequeatly used to encompass policies, CUltoms, laws,
repJations, and Orpni:.atiOIlS. While policies, laws and replatiollS are the main subjects of other chapters,
iDltilotions, more narrowly defined as oraanizations, are the primary focus of thi!l chapter.
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Even though women may not yet hold an equitable percentage of leadership positions in
developing countries, women's groups will hopefully continue to pressure for representation and
prevent women from being further marginalized (Tripp, 1994a and Joekes, 1991). The question
remains, however, whetha- or not women will be able to sustain the levels of participation they
are achieving without real gains in higher level private sector management, civil service, and
legislative, executive, and judicial positions. Moreover, the correlation between women's
presence in top decision-making positions and improvements in women's status is unclear.

The literature as a whole agrees that women's groups and women's participation in various
organizations have also played an important role in promoting women's empowerment; that is,
they have helped increase women's confidence, independence, optimism, and competence (Levy,
1988; Chatterjee, 1993; Wickrama and Keith, 1994). In fact, some would argue that in Africa,
the greatest impact women's organizations have had is in "empowering" women. When
governments realize the importance of women's groups, they acknowledge the significance of
women's opinions and voices about what is needed, especially at the local level, and recognize
the legitimacy of women's groups as viable institutions that can make important contributions
to economic development. This is a significant development in Africa where women were for
a long time, and still are in many places, treated as children or minors whose voices are not
considered important at any level of decision-making (Trager and Osinulu, 1991).

However, for women's empowerment to have real meaning, it must exist at all levels of society.
That is, it is not enough to have grassroots organizations representing women, or to have women
appointed or elected to key government positions. For real empowerment to occur, both
conditions are necessary as well as a meaningful linkage between the two. Women need
mechanisms to tran~late their participation into policy-making, and policy-makers need
mechanisms to reach the majority of women.

While the proliferation of women's groups has obvious benefits to women and societies as a
whole, it has also intensified demands on women's time; membenhip or leadership in an
organization is usually in addition to a long day of home and work responsibilities, making Third
W~rId women's "dual role" a "triple role" (Commonwealth Secretariat, 1989). Despite the
benefits described above, Elson explains that women's self-help groups "perpetuate the idea that
unpaid labor for the benefit of others is 'women's work'" and construct women's role in
community organizing as an extension of their domestic role (Elson, 1992, p. 40)•

•••
The following sections discuss four major themes presented in the literature: why women
organize, women's participation in organizations, factors affecting women's influence on policy,
amt-intervendonssuggested by lIIe literature. .For several reasons, lIIese··sections .also address
women's participation in political movements and institutions as well as women's contributions
to the policy process outside the economic realm. First, the literature does not clearly address
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the extent to which women do participate in economic policy-making per st. Second,
participation in other areas of policy and decision-making may give women the entre, clout,
skills and leadership experience to participate more extensively in economic policy-making.
Finally, by examining women's contributions to the policy process in general, the fora which
women have effectively utilized to influence policy discussions become apparent.

B. WHY WOMEN ORGANIZE OR FAIL TO ORGANIZE. .
Women organize for a variety of reasons. In some cases, .they organize because they an
organize, due to political liberalization. In other cases, they organize for mutual self-help in
response to economic crisis, and in others, simply to bring wom~ with common interests
together to share experiences and ideas. According to the COmrtlOllwealth Secretariat (1989),
women have shown a marked preference for working in groups 'to solve their problems.

In responding to these motivating forces, women's groups tend to cross class, political, religious,
regional and ethnic barriers, even when these differences are acute (Tripp, Africa; Heyzer,
Southeast Asia; Chatterjee, India; Safa and Antrobus, Caribbean). Tripp explains that "[w]omen
ofall backgrounds face discrimination in employment, business, politics, and education and can
therefore find common cause" (Tripp, 1994a). The pluralistic nature of women's groups may
set an example for other private associations in emerging democracies (Tripp, 1994a).

The literature clearly shows that the number of NOOs in general, and women's organizations
in particular, has grown rapidly since the 1~'!Os for several reasons that will be discussed in
detail in the foll'.)wing sections. In the Philippines alone, there are an estimated 60,000
indigenous NGOs, many of which are women-oriented (Bloom, 1993); in Kenya there were as
many as 15,000 women's groups by 1984 (Levy, 1988); in Uganda, it is estimated that at least
half a million women are involved with NOOs (Management Systems International, 1992); and
in Peru, nearly fifteen hundred women'~ groups exist (Escobar, 1994). However, unlike the
women's movements in the west that were founded on "visionary ideals," women in u~veloping

countries have often organized out of economic necessity or in defiance of cultural and religious
traditions (Moore and .A nderson, 1994).

This section examines selected conditions discussed in the literature that encourage or restrict
the fonnation of women's organizations or the mobilization of women. These conditions
include: economic crisis and reform, unmet or unrepresented needs, outside catalysts, and
changes in the political climate.

1. Economic Crisis andReform

Women throughout-the worldhaveereated coping- mechanisms - self-help groups and other
community-based groups - in mponse to the conditions created by economic reform or crisis.
These groups employ collective means to provide emergency and social services that
governments can no Jongei' afford to supply, such as childcare, health care, education, family
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planning, and transportation. Women also pool resources for mutual benefit (e.g., to obtain
something for the community or start an income-generating project) and personal/emergency use
(e.g., burial fees or school fees). In some regions, such as urban areas in Africa, women's new,
more extensive involvement in income-generating activities has, in turn, caused the emergence
of new informal savings societies (Tripp, 1994b).

Trager and Osinulu argue that in Africa wthe economic crisis in general and structural adjustment
in particular have affected the formation and activities of these [women's] organizations" (Trager
and Osinulu, 1991, p. 340). Tripp supports this assertion with her experience and research in
Uganda. She explains that the deepening economic crisis beginning in the Jate 19705 placed
heavier burdens on women to be key providers in the household, forcing women to seek
collective means of coping with new economic pressures and resulting in new organizational
strategies for women. Economic crisis has had similar impacts in some Latin American
countries, as illustrated in the box below.

WOMBN'S GROUPS AND ECONOMIC CRISIS IN NICARAGUA

Pula Plrt:,-Altm4f1 dtu sevnal uamplu ojWfJfMft ift NiCiJragua orgtJlfi1iflg ift TUpOlVe to ecolUm'fic
crisis and nform, rtutging from iftcreosed participalioft ill trtJlh UniOM to the a.tJliOft ojcommunity
orgtJlliZJJlioM. slIch as comntIUItJ1 garUM, to rupond to imnvdiate, praetiCiJI MW. '7he ctJMequeflces
ofthe ~colUm'fic crlsi.J 1MtJIII thal WfJfMft/aud ,,-.atndDnDlfds on their tinw and wnforced to colffrOfll
mon ctJlllmdictiOM in ,Mir livu. '1'My IIOW 1UlI:J toJa~ lhe telViolV gtMrtlUJI by combiniftg incnosu
labor-for" panidptJlioll with tMir dJJily house-hold rupollSibilities aNI the nallty ojopprusive getukr
nltJliolV in tJu public aM privatI! rl!alms. Yl!t. the crlsi.J also allowed possibilities for clulflge. II
colflrlbuled to the raisiftg ofwcmeft's individual and collective geNler ctJ1Uciounus and to ift(nasiftg
their du/n to orgalli1.e ift orUr to colffro1lt opprusive getukr reltJlioftS ••• UNlt!r ctJNlitiOftS ofwar tuId
crisis, WfJfMlljrom diverse sectors began tOdisCIlSS tJuir JJubordilUJlioft tJIId to makepubUc aformuJation
ofgender-specijic imlU - such 4.r domtstic viol~ft~, disr.rimil'ltJlioft atwork and ililUfiolV, "productive
choices - thllS HgiMiflg lheprocus ojcolleclive strtJIe,ies to achUve ge"" equality· (P1rt:.-Almu1ft,
1992. p. 250 and 252-253).

Trager and Osinulu (1991) suggest another theory related to the increasing number of women's
groups working for economic betterment in Afri,ca. They explain that although the 1980s
brought about a rapid proliferation of women's ItrOups, such groups have a long history in
Africa, especially in the area of social development. However, as a result of structural
adjustment and economic crisis, some of the older women's groups have taken on distinctly new
roles and functions and become more active in economic development activities.

2. Unmet or Unnmeseoted Needs

···Women ·also··create new organization~ because msting organizations or programs do not
adequately represent their needs and concerns, or because they see no possibilities for change
through the existing social and political Structure.lI. For ewnple, seldom do traditionally male
dGminated organizations such as chambers of commerce and trade unions adequately address or
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represent women's issues or allow women to obtain leadership positions; sometimes they are
even hostile to women's participation. As a result, women have created their own independent
business associations or labor organizations (Nkwe and Raile, 1992; Mungai, 1992; Bloom,
1992). In other cases, women have formed new organizations because government is slow or
unresponsive to women's needs and issues (Heyzer, 1986).

In the Caribbean, for example, women's groups and movements emerged in the mid-1980s to
fill a void created by weakening trade unions. Deere, et ale (1990) explain that structural
adjustment and trade liberalization policies severely reduced state .subsidies and re-oriented the
economy toward production of non-traditional exports in the Caribbean states. During this
period of social and economic dislocation, traditional organizations such as political parties and
trade unions were unable to serve the needs of many people. Moreover, trade unions were
opposed to organizing in the rapidly-growing export processing zones and the mushrooming
informal sector where the majority of the workers were women. This failure to represent or
meet women's needs resulted in an organizational vacuum that encouraged the creation of new
organizations at the local level. These organizations included women's income generating
projects, street vendor associations, and various action research and political mobilization
organizations.

3. Responses to External Catalysts

The availability of donor support also influences the development of women's groups and other
non-governmental organizations (NOOs). The literature points to the United Nations (U.N.)
Decade for Women (1975 - 1985) in particular as an important catalyst in the emergence of
women's organizations. This international campaign provided several opportunities for women
activists world-wide to meet in public fora to discuss issues such as women's inequality and lack
ofaccess to policy-making positions, and to devise action plans to address specific issues. Many
women's organizations were born or strengthened during this period of intense discussion and
strong international support.

For example, the Scandinavian dorlors supported elM, the Inter-American Commission of
Women, during the U.N. Decade. Through training and :esearch, CIM helped create and
strengthen local advocacy groups to lobby for the creation of government offices on women as
well as legal changes to ensure women's equality. In the Ca.rib~, the U.N. Decade inspired
the fonnation of a number of NOOs as a result of the international call to incorporate women
into development (Deere, et al, 1990). Two notable examples, WAND and MUDE,31 are
NOOs devoted to improving the participation of women in development through research and
dissemination of information.

Pri\'8te international women's organizations also act as catalysts, facilitating the establishment
of new women's groups. Professional associations such as the International Faleration of

31 WAND, the Womea IIId Development Unit, i.loc:aIed It the Univenity of the West Indies in Barbados, and
MUDE, Ml4ler y Datl1f'Ollo is • USAID-eupported organization in the Dominican Republic.
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Women Lawyers (FIDA), the Medical Women's International Association, and ZOnta
International have created affiliates throughout thedeveloping world, as have international NOOs
such as Women's World Banking.

4. Chanies in the Political Climate

The literature indicates that changes in the political climate strongly influence the formation of
women'5 groups and women's participation in organizations. Significant factors include the type
of state rt',gime, the associated type of civil society, and the readiness of women's organizations
to take advantage of changes in the political climate. Private organizations have developed
during periods of both state encouragement and repression ofcivil society, but women's groups
in particular found "space" in the 1980s - a period in which governments a~d political parties
began to reduce their control over and co-optation ofwomen's organizations and programs. The
examples presented below illustrate how the relationship between political space and fonnation
of women's organizations is played out in different ways in various country contexts.

In Latin America, a significant factor in the emergence of women's groups in the 1980s was the
"political space" authoritarian governments afforded women. Military governments exerted tight
control over the activities of traditional organizations such as trade unions and political parties;
however, women's activities were not considered dangerous enough to warrant severe
repression. As a result, women found I:space" to mobilize. The moven1ents women created
often comprised the first organized and open opposition to authoritari~ul governments, starting
a prtJCe$c; that eventually resulted in the breakdown of old state regimes and the transition to
more democratic systemS» (Waylen, 1994 and Alvarez, 1990).

Kusterer (1993) argues that the organizations created by women in lAtin America were truly
original types of civic organizations, independent of the traditional closed patronage political
systems. However, he also notes that with democratization and the rettim of conventional party
politics, some women's groups now may be r.rowded out of the public sphere. Alvarez (1990)
and Waylen (1994) point out that gender has become politicized, with many political parties
vying for women's support by placing women's issues on their political agendas. Hence,
women's groups are faced with a dilemma: to continue as outside, cross-cutting pressure groups
and run the risk of marginalization, or to become active members of parties, trying to influence
major party agendas, and risk co-optation.

It is interesting to note that the retum to democracy in nations such as Peru and Brazil has
increased women's political organization and participation (Bourque, 1989). In Pero, women

:J2 'I1uee new~ of women'. Ol'llllizatiou emeraed durin, the 19801 to make dMnandJ 011 the state. One
..1IIl)V~tWIJ_~MQIhertofPhlt.au M(IJ()_ in ArpatiDa.lIICllimilar If'OUPIln..Cbile adBnzillbatmade human

ripls demadl 011 the military re,m.. A IeCOIICl type wu the urbm-bued movemeatl that focuaed OD
COIISUIIIptiOll i.... rilin, out of the ec:oaomic eri.i., lOCh as the collUDUlll1lOUp kitchen IfOUpi in Chile IIld Pena
and the day<are movement in Brazil. A. third type wu composed of middle cia women who made demands
coacemiD, leader inequality and womea'.subordination (WayleD, 1994 and Alvarez, 1990).
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WOMEN'S GROVPS IN INDONESIA

1ft INJoI'lUltl, 1M goW1'1llMIIt PMilltailtS sig,qffClJlfl
colltrOl over privtll~ Orgtl1dvJliOM, pot~lItially

rutrietillg 1M /tlmtlJli01l oj IWJMNUIIl 14'DIU1I'S
groups. OM oj the wgest womell ~ group ift
INlDfWia isD1uJrrnq Wqrrieg. ago\lmf1MIIl-8pDltSOr.
orgtJltil.aliD1I wldt:lt promDtU IlJdal w4ftuw tU:tlvitiu
t1uJJ d1l MI'U oJdvU mwJIfU rruut 1N1o"g to. O/tM
wtmw1l ~ ~o1l4J tWOcitlJifJM, tIboUl oM-thiTd
an tJCIIUJ1Iy wlvu' GlIJlilIUJrlM oJ"""~ profusioNJI
groups (Wrighl tZNl Cmt:Utt·T~lki, 1994). Wldle
other 1WJmI1I'" group8 do abt, compuLrol)'
participatioll ill t1t~ gov.rll1ft'lIt·"l'ollSor,d
orgtJltilJJdo,.., COII8IIIIIU 1M orgtJlfir.alioNJI 'linD of
mtJII}' WDmtft tJNl may IofUfIlIally premtpe tM
/tJT1'fUIIi01l of iN1~~1Uk1lt W/mWft 's grtJlIJJl. Also
importOIlt is the Onnns Low which colltTOls most
NGO.r by requiri1lg: gOvenrJPUlIt nglstrtJlio1l;
qffilitJlio1l with Q gove""".IIl-opprovtd umbr~llo

orgatdt.alioft; ojJidal~mdssioll/tJrfor~gfl aidoftJ1JY
Idfld,' tJNl state .rupervisioll. Monover, t:OlItrOl may
be ltro1lgest DI 1M lowfr admini.rtrtJtive l~w1.r wMr~

NGOI ore -oft~1I view«l til dJmJploTl ol'M ItDIUs
quo ofId tJS II pot,fllial threat to the authority tJIfd
thcisiOll-mtlldllg powtTS oj tM local oJliciolJ
(BuIIiftghaus~1I tZNl KustOIl, 1992, p. 199). 1M
thv,lopJMIIt 01tJ&rtJt:itJJiOItS isfunlter restriClIl1 by tM
rlqlliremlllt t1uJJ groups mu.Jt TlceiVl gove""".1It
tlfJproval/or tIIfY gathni"ll oJmon t1ttJ1Iftw /Hopi,.

have created many independent, non-partisan
organiu..io3S. These organizations range
from women's grassroots organizations I

influencing patterns of urbanization and
migration to feminist lawyers helping to
rewrite the civil code to rid it of
discrimination.

The opening of political space in Central and
Eastern Europe has had a markedly different
impact on the creation of women's groups.
During the Communist era, there was
virtually no opportunity for women to
develop independent organizations. The
Communist Party sponsored and controlled
the women's organizations that did exist, and
often made participation in them compulsory.
Even by 1991, a little over a year after
political liberalization, a study for USAID
reported that only a small percentage of
businesswomen in Poland belonged to
associations, and most were members of
existirtg, male-dominated associations
(Coopers &. Lybrand, 1991b). But by 1993,
Polish women had begun to realize the
~mbofo~~gMdwereswMgto

form gender-based associations and networks
(Weidemann and Finnegan, 1994). Although
women initially organized around the abortion debate, today a diversity of women's groups
exisb in Poland. However, the role f)f women's groups in Polish society has yet to be
determined, for two reasons: (i) the growing number of political parties seems to be limiting
the influence of other private groups, and (ii) many women are still hesitant toj~n women-only
groups because such groups are identified with the women's organizations imposed by the
Communist Party and because of the perception that gender inequalities simply are not a major
issue.

Lastly, Africa presents yet another example of how changes in the political climate affect the
development of women's organizations. During the severe economic crisis in sUb-Sahar-cdl
Africa in the 198Os, financially strapped governments begM to loosen restrictions on non
government organizations because they were forced to seek and encourage other sources to meet

__ __tI1~1lC!led fol' social services su.chas heaIth and education. This provided. an "openin.." for the
emergence of independent women's organizations (Tripp, 1994 a and b). In Tarwmia, for
example, several women's professional associations were formed (e.g., Media Womell, Medical
Women, Won,en Lawyers, and Women Artists), as well as a number of informal organizations.
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By 1992, there were so many groups that the Tanzania Gender Networking Programme was
created to coordinate strategies around legal refonn, policy change and public education.

c. WOMEN'S PARTICIPATION IN OBGANIZATIONS

Women have created and participate in avariety of formal and infonnaI organizations to promote
mutual support and empowerment, voice their concerns, obtain training, and exchange
information and ideas. Governments have also created institutions, most importantly women's
ministries, to work toward improving the stalus of women. . The literature discusses a wide
range of women's groups, from formal associations of business and professional women who
are active in lobbying and advocacy work, to self-help groups of poor women who pool
resources for income-generating activities. Although many women's groups are committed to
specific causes, it is common to find women's groups with multiple purposes that often shift
their emphasis with government, donor, and other political and economic priorities.

The following sections describe several types of organizations that represent women:
professional associations, trade unions, alternative labor organizations, non-governmental
organizations, government bodies, and political parties.

1. Professional ASsociations

This is probably the youngest group of women's organizations in the developing world; thus
little literature on their existence and effectiveness exists. It is, perhaps, even too soon tf> assess
their irJIIllaCts. However, the literature indicates that in some regions, women are creating such
organizal1ons rapidly.

a. Women's BusinessAssociatioDs

Businesswomen organize to expand their contacts and business possibilities ("network") (Nkwe
and Raile, 1992), to access training opportunities and other resources, and to address gender
specific legal and policy constraints to business development that other organizations, such as
chambers of commerce, typically will not. The box on the following page illustrates one
example from Sri Lanka.

African women's business associations have only been created in the last five years, but one now
exists in almost every country in Southern and East Africa (Nkwe and Raile, 1992). In fact, in
1993, the Preferential Trade Area Secretariat organized a new network, the Federation of
Women in Business in Eastern and Southern Africa (FEMCOM), to forma1ly link the national
groups. This group plans to establish a revolving fund and strengthen existing national women
i~t~~~ ~t:i~ns th{Oulh networkinJ.

In Poland, 20% of the women's organizations listed with the Warsaw Center for the
Advancement of Women are business or employment related. These groups provide retraining,
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business training, assistance with resume
preparation and job searches, and courses in
·positive thinking. • While providing
important services, they have not hom very
coordinated in advocacy or political
representation of women's business and
employment issues (Weidemann a!ld
Finnegan, 1994).

In Nepal, there ue two im~!tant

businesswomen's associations, the Women
Entrepreneurs Association of Nepal and the
Professional and Business Women's
Association. The latter in particular has
provided sorne important services to the
community, branching out from its original
purpose of providing a networking forum for
professional women. Some of its activities
include the establishment of day care centers
in industrial estates, which have demonstrated
to industrialists a way of reducing the high
tum-over in their female workforce; a literacy
program in the day care centers; a scholarship
fund for young girls; and the operation of a
job placement service for women (Magil, et
al., 1992).

WOMEN'S CHAMBER OF INDUSTRY
AND COMMBRCE (WCIC) IN SRI LANKA

WCIC wtU foTJMJl by 100 busi~1I who Iuu:I
IMell ptU1 oftIv Sri Ltuthm 0uJm1Jn'8 ofCtJmtrwru.
bllt -wnw lind of 8ilti1lg ill lite back mw aI

1M.1I1Ig1. - lku.villg t1uJt tItIy wll1d MVU have tZ

retl1 voiu or be tJbl. to ,. tZ ktJd III tId.r mDI~
domIllDltd~Oll. 1M wtJttMllfoTJMJl their OWII
or,tmiz.aIiD" which flOW provida impD1tJJIfI bu.riFIUS
urviCN to 118~ed mmrber.r. To ut,NlII8
ilrtpDcI 01ll8ld6 ofllte etJPIlal dly. wac IJHJIISored 118
Jim Agromtut 7hIt.I4r Ftlir I" 1985. 77Ie mptInse
,/rtJm rIO't" wtJttMII producers wIIo t:tZme to l'tmI mort
tIbolll mtI1tetl"g their prodllC18 WAf overwlulml",.
tiM WCIC demonstrtZltd t1uJt It wtU tJddrusill' tZ rttll
",ed ()f Sri LtrIlkDII womello By 1992. llu fair Iuu:I
tJltrtJcted up to 200.f)()() ptopl,. /11 1988. WCIC
ucUkd to creal, tI s,ptlrtll, orgmri:.tlJio". llu
AgromtZn OIIlrttlch FolUldQ/ioll. which was "a",ed
NGO sttIIUS 1111989. 11tis NOD luu rtctivtd sev,ral
dOllDr tp'tIII/S 10 impl.",.", till '''''''Prise thvelopme",
program ItZrg"td til Sri LtJ1tkIm W()h'!ell.

'11riJ CIU'suppo1t8 1M arglllM'" Ihtzt til tJ1I earl, stagr
of womell ~ panidJNllioll III ,t:()Mmic thNloJ11M'"
acdvillu. Ills importlllll that WOIfWIIMN a Hpamlr

forum 10 thNIop tltftr idltII. letJdBship aNI
lfIIJ1UJg""'''' s/dlls. tIIId COIff1deIl~ btfore tJtz, work
wilh aNl~t. with mell i" tJ jui", orglJlllr.tlliol'Ull
.frtmwwork (Bloom. 1992).

Women-only business groups and networks
may be effective in serving members' needs
as business "women" and providing women with leadership opportunities; however, they are
often criticized for not addressing ·business" issues. This is due in paIi. FD the fact that, in some
countries, women's bgsiness associations may be isolated from important business and
commercial markets and networks (Nkwe and Raile, 1992; Mungai, 1992). At a conference of
African businesswomen, some participants explained that neither chambers of commerce nor
associations of businesswomen served their needs: chamben overlooked the gender-specific
constraints to business, while the women-only groups concentrated too much on the gender
aspects. They sought a forom that would provide them with both access to business
opportunities and market information, as well as a group that would address their needs as
women entrepreneurs. Furthermore, it is not evident from the literature wh~ther women's
business associations address employee issues such as "'/' ·...tplace conditions, wages, and sectoral
tfo!I.i'fti'ftft
.~IUI.IU"'.
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b. Chambers of Commerce

Although chambers ofcommerce are an important source of contacts and market information for
mC'st businesspeople, in general, they have not been a strong source of institutional support for
wom~ in the developing world. Women generally view thenl as ·old-boy· networks (Lewis
and Ru~ll, 1989; Raile and Nkwe, 1992). An alternative to creating a separate women's
business crganization is to establish a "women's wing" within an existing organization, as is the
case in Bob.wana, where businesswomen have formed their own ann of the national chamber.
However, a consultant team assessing the progress of the Botswana ~omen's group reported that
the women spent so much time establishing their group within the organization (that is, lobuying
to be represented on the executive council) that they may have been side-tracked from business
issues (Nkwe and Raile, 1992).

In Islamic counb'ies, since women are perceived as having little or no economic power, most
business and professional organizations ignore women. This impedes the flow of information
to women, who are, in reality, an important part of the business community. In an attempt to
improve the situation, the Ieddah Chamber of Commerce in Saudi Arabia has made special
efforts to make information available to women entrepreneurs by reserving the library for
women one day a week and holding special meetings for them (Mehra, 1992).

- c. Uniyersity and Action
Research Institutes RESEARCH INSTITUTES IN THE CARIBBEAN

The literature also discusses the importance
of university affiliated groups and research
institutes as a type of organization that
supports and represents women's interests.
Throughout the developing world, but
particularly in Latin America and Africa,
research institutes have been created to
provide research, analytical, and advocacy
support to women's groups and initiatives.
Such institutes are often connected to
universities and focus on data collection and
dissemination of information on women.
They also serve as capacity-building centers
for women's movements as they bring
researchers and activists together and train
more people in gender analysis and gender
aware research. In Uganda, the British

..Counci1. supports links..between .the .Institute
of Development Studies and Makerere
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lk~,... ~l til. (1990) giN crtdit to lkNlop1M1II
A1/~nuJlivu wilh WtRMltfor tI New Em (DAWN), tilt
illt~nuJliolUJl ru~tlrelt tiM MtWorldltg orgtllliVllion.
for "tlmllg tI MW WOIUIt 's IrtltitJtlv~ III 1M CtIrlbbttlll
tIIId other antIS. DAWN is a group oj 71drd World
wwmwll who jim PMt In pnptll'tJtlo1l for tM Nairobi
U.N. ",.~ti1lgs In 1985. 'their obJ~etiVl! WQS to s~1 a1l

(Jg~N1tIfortuUJ1y:i1lg 1M ImptJet ojglobal IssutS such
tIS UbI, /tJDd lIUICllrl". nligiolU jiufIJIlmellltJlJsm,
tIIId .lIviro"""lIttllUgrtJ/ltlJioll, 011 MIOfneli. 111 tum.
DAWN 8p1lTJ'ld tIllItJllCU belW~1I tI IIJIIIIber oj
WDfnIII ~ orgtllfizJJtiDIII. poIltictJlJNJI1iu. III110M. tIIId
rultJI'ch llIItitutu. SnntJl of11ta~ pllJ'S IIIpport
dOli ,.,.tJI'eIt 011 WII&~ melt tB WDrld1lg CONlltiOM
III opt;.rt-prou.ul", 1.01IU, trtuLrItJt~. rultII'M llIto
polley demtJlIII.r. tIIId provide IIIpport 10 grtmrOOt8

1"t'''IM. For UJJmpI~.1M OJrlbNtJII ArsodtJliDllfor
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University's Department of Women Studies to increase the capacity of the Department's staff
to utilize gender-based research techniques (MSI, 1992).

Genera1ly, the literature does not describe any women's groups that specifically address the
impact ofeconomic policies on women. However, Mulhern and Mauz6's wInstitutions Working
in Gender Issues in Latin America and the caribbeanW does list several organizations in Latin
America that have been involved in research on the effects ofstructural adjustment and economic
crisis on women. For example, the Facuhad Ltlti1fl)(l1Mricano tk Ciencios Socialu in Costa
Rica coordinated a comprehensive regional survey and analysis of the effects of the economic
crisis on women in Latin America. A development research firm· Uno Mas Uno is conducting
an impact evaluation of the effects of economic crisis on women in Honduras.

2. Trade Unions

The literature concludes that throughout the developing world, trade unions have seldom been
effectivo at mobilizmg women or representing women's interests, even in areas where there are
growing numbers of women workers, such as free trade zones (FI'Zs), also known as export
processing zones (EPZs). In some cases this has been because the majority of women have not
worked in unionized sectors, or because government has suspended the right to organize in
certain sectors, such as FI'Zs.

However, even when women are the majority of laborers and constitute a majority of trade union
membership, they are rarely able to improve their working conditions through unions as they
seldom participate in decision-making (Ahmad, 1984) and are rarely represented in leadership
positions (Mehra, 1992; Mauro in Mulhern and Mauz6, 1992). Women's participation in b'ade
unions is also hindered because: they are reluctant to speak out when men are present; cannot
attend meetings because of domestic responsibilities; they risk losing their jobs for doing
something "non-traditional;" and they may face attitudinal barriers and problems with sexual
harassment within trade unions (Boyd, 1989). Boyd (1989) points out that in Ugand1, for
example, ten of fifteen unions within the National Organization of Trade Unions have women's
wings, but women still report having limited resources for organizing effective workplaee
actions.

The literature on gender and trade and investment in Latin America and the Caribbean points
out that sometimes union strategies can actually be detrimental to women. For eDn1pJe, when
wages rise in response iO union pressure, women may face added competition for jobs (Mulhern
and Mauz6, 1992). However, group mobilization and organization is, in general, an important
means of empowerment for women workers, as the case examples below illustrate.

• NicartWMJ
•.. _... .----.- ~- ... .-- . ..

In Nicaragua, women agricultural and industrial workers began to inmue their demands
through unions in the 198Gs as they began to feel the impacts of economic crisis and reform.
Women in the Agricultural Workers' Union (ATC) lobbied and gained increased representation
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in leadership, as well as provisions for maternity leave, laundry, and childcare services.
Through the Urban Workers Union, women successfully demanded an end to pregnancy test
requirements for employment and access to technical and organfzational fminiM.;. This increased
participation in unions ·proved to be very effective in raising women's gender cons:;iousness and
in moving them from individual survival strategies to 'transformational straregies' within a
context of economic crisis· (pt!rez-Alermfn, 1992, p. 253).

• Caribbean
Deere et ale (1990) describe the Women in the Trade Unions PrOject in the caribbean33 as an
important sttategic intervention to develop women's consciousness as women, workers, .and trade
unionists and to improve their organizational, planning, and leadership skills. By the end of the
project, about 4,000 women had been tJained in gender issues, labor issues, and leadefShip skills
and more women were running for trade union positions.

• SQUIb tlfrica

Seidman (1993) discusses the participation of African women in South AfriC3's unions and their
success in influencing union agendas. Due to: (i) male out-migration patterns that resulted in
the inclusion, and sometimes preference for, African women in the expanding industrial and
commercial sectors, as well as an increase in the number of female-headed households, and (ii)
difficult economic conditions that pushed women, particularly female heads of households, to
seek paid employment, by 1980, over one third of black South African women were employed
in the formal labor fon:e. During the 1980s, their employment increased in the commercial arid
manufacturing sectors. With their increased participation in the labor force, African women
began to push for more power in the unions. In 1985, the Congress of South African Trade
Unions (COSATU) prepared a Resolution on Women, recognizing the equal right of men and
women to work. However, in reality, labor I~dership had little 'sympathy for women's
problems and made no efforts to address gender segregation in the labor market and sexual
harassment on the job. In fact, union leaders believed women threatened the unity of the labor
movement.

seidman attributes women's increased involvement in trade unions to thc..ir participation in new
forms of women's community organizations. These groups provided women with opportunities
to articulate their demands and tap outside support. This new sJrength resulted in a COSATU
sponSOftld women's conference in 1988, where participants passed resolutions on several issues
including: equal pay, maternity leave, health care, day care, and an end to sexual harassment.
The conference also demanded that COSAro provide a structure to organize women workers
separately so that women could discuss and articulate their needs in an atmosphere less
dominated by male unionists (Seidman, 1993).

JJ The Women in the Tilde UIliODl Project, which IIIl from 1982 to 1985 wu IUPJIOrted by the internationAl
Labor 0quUati0il (lLO), the ScIIIdiDavilll donor qencies, the Inter-American FoundatioD, and the Caribbean
Coaarea of Labour.
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As a result of the women's demands, Co.~ATU hired a women's coordinator to organize
Women's Forums in several unions and to conduct research on problems facinlC women workers.
The Women's Forums helped women understand important labor issues and gmin the confidence
to begin speaking out in front of men. One woman organizer stated: "[t]he fact of the matteT.'
is, so long as there are not women's structures, women's issues are marginalized to the extent
that they are not even put on any agenda" (Shefer, 1991, p. 55 quoted in Seidman, 1993).
COSATU officers noted, however, that union leaders were more amenable to addressing
women's demands because of donor concern for women's Jabor issues and availability of donor
funding for programs geared primarily toward women.

• Indonesia

Adetailed analysis by ILO/UNDP (1993) reports that in Indonesia, there are no large, politically
strong organizations implementing activities that clearly benefit women workers. The only legal
trade union in Indonesia is the All Indonesian Workers' Union (SPSI), which has approximately
one million members spread over 13 sectors; women comprise almost 47 percent of its members.
However, only a minority of women wage wi>rkers are active members of the SPSI because of:
women's limited time for union activities, their frequent status as temporary workers, and
discrimination by SPSI men. The general weakness of organized labor in Indonesia, the result
of tight government control, combined with the lflck of women in SPSI leadership, has resulted
in poor representation for women workers (Grijins, et aI., 1992).

'3. Alternatiye Labor Orzanizations

The literature cites several examples where women have formed their own unions to gain better
representation of their interests. Alternatively structured labor organizations that represent
women workers at the grassroots level have proven effective in empowering women to act
collectively to improve employment conditions, deliver services, and provide credit. In fact, the
Wocking Women's Forum in India and the United Vendors Association in Jamaica have, by
some accounts, proven more effective than traditional trade unions in getting women to bring
pressure for improvement in wages, working conditions, and facilities (Joekes, 1991).

Alternative labor organizati.ons are particularly important for women because they have helped
them overcome some of the negative characteristics of informal sector employment that have
risen sharply as a result of economic crisis and reform. BIson asserts that "collective
organization is the vital ingredient that may move female participation in paid labor from a
survival strategy to a transformation strategy· (Elson, 1992, p. 40).:U In her article on
organizing women in C8SnaliRd work, Mitter (1994) calls for a survey of the success and failure
of these grassroots labor organizations to document their viability as a model for improving the
stat\lsQf \VQm~Il' wC)ckecs. FQc inSt1l,n~1 tile imp()~lW1ce of charismatic leadership and

Jot However, ill lOme countries, IUCh u Chile, formation of informal OqllliDtiOlUl bu Dot been. feasible
option .. companies with fewer tht.t.D eight employees (a sizeable percentaie of the population and women'.
enterprises) are prohibited from formin, company uDious IIId coUective buJainiDJ (Mulhem and MauD, 1992).
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dependence on aid from external and internal donor ::gencies must be evaluated to determine if
this model is replicable in other contexl~. Three eurnples of alternative labor organizations are
described below.

• Indonesia

Recognizing that women have little access to formal union organizations, an ILO/UNDP team
identified women's pre-cooperativ~credit and income-generating groups (KUBs) in the infonnal
sector as a potential mechanism for improving women's work status. They recommended that
these informal community-based self-help groups "be used to traiit women in d:::cision-making
and management skills and particularly introduce innovative behavior patterns such as making
representation to the government or negotiating with employmJ or middleMtm" (ILO, 1994, p.
118). One survey among homeworkers in various areas mdicated that most women had not
leamed to organize for collective bargaining with employers or contractors for improved piece
rates. Hence, the ILO/UNDP team recommended exploring the potential for strengthening the
bargaining ~ki11s of groups of homeworkers outside of the formal SPSI union structure. This
is a model similar to that of the two organizations in India described below.

• IJJJI.iJl.
Another type of alternative labor organization includes women's self-help organizations that are
registered as independent trade unions. Two examples in India are the Working Women's
Forum (WWF), which has recruited nearly 85,000 women workers, and the Self-Employed
Women's Association (SEWA), which has organized 46,000 workers. Besides home-based
workers, their members are vendors, petty traders and hawkers, and specialized laborers selling
services such as catering or laundering.

SEWA, started in 1972, has been particularly successful in bringing the plight of casualized
workers to national and intemational attention. SEWA's specific mechanism for empowering
women worker groups is to develop producers' co-operatives, which create alternative
production systems, credit facilities and better bargaining power for its ~wnomically vulnerable
members. According to Mitter, the main achievements of SEWA and WWF have been "making
the hidden workers of the industrial sector visible to the national and intemational policy
makers" and devising models for "forming powerful organisations of women workers" (Mitter,
1993, p. 33). Mitter also states that an important lesson from the experience of women's labor
organizations in India is that, for such groups to be effective, a strong trade union base is
necessary to monitor compliance with Iabor legislation.

• Mt:Xica

In contrast to SEWA's success in achieving gains at the national level, the experience of the
Mexican Women's Garment Workers Union, an independent union with 95% female
membership, shows different results. While drawing great strength from its strong identity as
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a women's union, it has had difficulty translating this strength into union-related gains such as
new work contracts and improved working conditions (Carillo in Mulhern and Mauz6, 1992).

4. Non-Governmental and Grassroots OrKanizations

Women organize ill the community for self-help, both formally through non-governmental
organizations (NOOs) and informally through grassroots organizations, most often in response
to immediate, practical needs; rarely do their initiatives promote longer-term strategic objectives
(p6rez-Alemin, 1992; Elson, 1992). Grasmx»ts organizations and NOOs in general, and
women's groups in particular, are also important for "empowerment;" even informal groups
provide women with important opportunities for networking, education and confidence building.

As mentioned in Section B, the number of NOOs in the developing world has increased rapidly
since the 1980s. As fonnal, registered organizations, indigenous NOOs serve the important role
of providing a channel for donor and government funds to reach women (Carrington, 1994).
For example, Heyzer (1986) explains that donor funds and other assistance have stimulated the
formation of many women's NOOs in Southeast Asia. In tum, these NOOs act as agents for
the implementation of official programs such as income-generating, family planning, nutrition,
literacy and education projects.

Women's Nor'J also comprise a strong organizational base for the political liberalization
process. For example, women's NGOs in Latin America have served to "broaden, deepen, and
strengthen Latin America's network of community-based organizations ••. Women-oriented
N005 deepen civil society by simultaneously forging stronger COMectionS with the lives of the
members (extending civil society'S influence down into the communal life of individuals) and
havini1 a greater impact on higher levels of state authority (extending civil society up into higher
levels of national and international policy-making" (Kusrorer, 1993, p. 189).

Many of the organizations previously discussed, for example women's business associations and
some alternative labor organizations, are officially registered as NOOs. In contrast, other forms
of collective action are less formal; many women'5 self-help groups and grassroots
organizations, for example, are not officially registered. Many women's groups fit into these
categories, which are disc!.lssed in more detail below.

• NOlI·IkmJ,; lillll1lC;allnsdtutions

Donors have created many NGOs and use NGOs to deliver financial and business-related
services to women, the poor, and smaU·scale entrepreneurs under the premise that NOOs know
their client-base better and have more extensive ou~h capacities than their formal sector
counter-parts (Rhyne and Holt, 1994; Trag~ BJ1dQs.i!t_lIl~Ll~l). _In ~~tioll, iJ1some~,
sucb iSiJie"Uganda'Women's Cfedit and Finance Trust, NGO credit and finance institutions are
active in lobbying to change prohibitive tax Jaws and make banking procedures more accessible
to women (Tripp, 1994a). While these NGOs have in general been effective in delivering
financial services, there is some question concerning their sustainability in the absence of donor
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assistance and their real contribution to financial market development (Monis and Adams,
1994). For a full discussion of financial services f~r women, see Chapter m, Section D.

• Grossroots and Self::He1J} OcunizlJlions

A "grassroots" organization is not a group whose members are necessarily rural or poor, but an
organization that is built up from local bases of activity (Kusterer, 1993). As discussed in an
earlier ~ti\ln, economic reform and crisis often prompt women to organize. The less fonnal
of these groups are often called "self-help" groups - female support networks that provide
services such as training, assistance in starting income-generating projects, and the opportunity
to share contacts and exchange ideas (Tripp, 1994b). They can take many forms and serve a
variety ofpurposes. Forexample, "community kitchens" (Kusterer, 1993) or "popular canteens"
(Daines and Seddon, 1993) in Latin America are self-help groups in which members pool their
resources and buy in bulk to provide one healthy meal a day to melnbers; these groups have also
become a channel for international donors to distribute emerger.lcy food. In Nicaragua, women
have organized communal gardens and other neighborhood assc,ciations; by cooking a meal using
one's own vegetables "you feel the inflation a little less" (p6rez-AlemM, 1992, p. 246).

Other self-help groups are organized to provide infurmal financial services. Called "upato" in
Tanzania, "tontines" in West Africa, and "shamba" in Uganda, these informal, rotating savings
and ~!".:dit schemes provide informal savings and lending services to women, serving as a means
to .~ve money for reinvestment, business creation, or major purchases.

Self-help or relief-oriented groups in the West Bank/Qua area are involved in income-generating
activities. The literature argues that since these activities revolve around traditional skills such
as sewing and piece-work arrangements, they may have positive short-term impacts. However,
in the long term, women are not empowered in any real economic sense because they are not
receiving marketable training or learning any real business practices (Oldham, 1990).
Furthermore, these activities and trainings are often designed without realistic assessment of
women's needs or abilities, market surveys or available resources (Rein and Winkler in Gold,
1991).

Grassroots organizations can, however, bevery important for empowerment: mobilizing women
to work together and take collective action can result in both community and personal
improvements (WicIaama and Keith, 1994). For example, while not its primary focus, the Self
Employed Women's Association in India mobilizes women around social issues of concern to
women such as health care or sanitation, when they are reluctant to organize around labor issues.
This type of organization makes women more than just -recipients of social services," but
participants in an ongoing dialogue with government and NGOs. Becoming a "participant" is
an important part of empowerment (Chatterjee, 1993).
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S. Goyernment Institutions

The literature suggests that governments can also play an important role in supporting women's
participation. They can: set gender-sensitive policies; enact legislation conducive to women's
participation; act as a catalyst for more actively involving women in decision-making by hiring
more women in financial and sectoral ministries; make the necessary changes in their processes
to allow women and women's groups to participate in policy discussion and formulation; provide
a forum for women to discuss their concerns with government officials; and disseminate
information on the status of women's participation (Women's World BankIng, 1994). Uganda
is a case in point: -The relative success of the women's movement in Uganda in negotiating a
space for women in the political system shows that governments can make a difference when
they begin to tackle the many political constraints women face- (Tripp, 1994a, p. S). The
discussion below centers on two means through which governments have or can incorporate
women and gender issues into their programs and policies: the creation of women's ministries
and the appointment of women to key positions.

a. The Role and Effectiveness of Women's Ministries

In the first part of the U.N. Decade for Women, the U.N. called upon all governments to
establish a women's bureau or special wings in government departments to address women's
concerns and participation in government programs. This represented a top-down government
approach to promoting equity. Govemments throughout the world responded to this ~]1 in a
variety of ways; some bureaus or wings have worked successfully to promote women'~ issues
and participation, while others have struggled to exist or are merely symbolic entities.

However, the literature contends that, ovc~'81l, the performance of these state entities has been
unsatisfactory. Several authors describe such offices as largely symbolic. Typica.11y, they are
under-funded and under-staffed, lack the status and vision to be effective, and are not fully
incorporated into broader policy and decision-making processes. In Latin America and the
Caribbean, the poor performance of these bodies has caused development thinkers to question
the need for a separate bureaucratic entity devoted to women's issues. In Guatemala, for
example, the govemment-created agency to coordinate women in development efforts, the
OjiciTUJ Nacional de la Mujer (ONAM), has been ineffective because it lacks the human and
financial resources - as well as the political clout - to carry out its mission (Gold, 1991).35

In addition, women's ministries generally are not implementing agencies. Moreover, according
to the literature, many governments are unwilling to implement the policies they propose because
they believe the recommendations are too costly for poor countries, do not fit with custom, or
deal with family matters in which the state has no right to interfere. Indonesia provides an
example that demonstrates the difficulty of r-a'Jing a mandate to develop, but not implement,

35 Blizabeth Gold', report il • IUIIUIW'Y of lixteen documen.. prepared on women and private enterprire
development. This example is from her review of Judy Rein ad CareD Winkler's report tilled, -A Survey of
WQmeD" OrpDizations IDd Projectlllld Activities in Women in Development in Guatemala,- March 1990.
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policy. Although the Minister's Office for the Role of Women (UPW) has responsibility for
policy formulation, coordination and advocacy, it reli~s on sectoral departments And regional
governments to implement programs it supports. It doe~ not ha~e an operational budget. "The
lack of 'financial clout' and implementation capacity means that the UPW has to depend heavily
on goodwill and the right mind-set toward gender concerns on the part of the functional
departments and regional authorities" (ILO/UNDP, 1993, p. 9). Despite many hurdles, some
women's ministries have been effective in promoting women's economic and political
participation. This is illustrated in the case example provided below.

VGANDA: INCORPORATING WOMBN'S ISSUES AT rHS NATIONAL LBVEL

.OUcrmillg t1w MU DjUgtJN!a. Boyd (1989) tlucribu a8Uccu.rfullDvnJrlMlII './fort toprt1lNJt.~II ~

UMIU at the JlllliolUJl "vel. Pruid61'/l M,,"Vlrrl~ IUJWQvmllg nqJptJrt./or thefldl IlIdlllioll Dj~1I
til tJ1llevels illcluded upgrtldJrsg tM WDmllIl'S Desk withill the Nll/iolllll RM#tl1If:e MOvelMlII SIItntarltJt
tD lhe Directo'tJle./o, WOIMII ~ ~I'S, cnlJJillg a Mllfi8try fo' WOIMII III lkvtloptMl'/l III 1988, tIIId
mtdlll4ining a ministerial posidoll fo' wonwn dlUillg lhe 1991 cnbiUI rutnlaurillg (IIDW called "~e

Ministry DjWtmVn. Youth, CultllTe and Sports). Part of1JfIyd', optimism ,egtll'dillg the ,u.rtaiNJbiUty
oflhes, tJCliOIlS stl1l1S.from 1Mfael t1uJI Mus,velli Itos tlppolnttd S.VlmJ wonr6l1 who htJVI v,ry good
t:Mlelflials, strong o,ganivlliollJJl skills, anti tJccus 10 key gOVlnunt:nt tkcisiOllofrtllUT$ 10 key posts.

UgllN1tJ'S Mini!1ry ofWo~1I ill DeveloptMlII tWnollSlrtJled its tjfIIetiVlI'WS during lhe rewriting oflhe
Constitution. III 1991, the Ministry held a lItJIionai discussioll - 113 smrifI(Jl'S ill2S districts (Ovt, two
thirds ofthe coulllry) wilh o~,fou, tlwUStJM women -ID discuss tM MW colfoffituJion. 'I'M Ministry
IMn dJ'tlfttd a mmro 101M CDnstitutiDnaI CDII~IIIiD" wilh lheir "t:Om1MndtJtiOIU (Tripp, 1994b). 1M
MtuIlIgemt!nt Commin.. of tM Constitutional ColUulttJdOIl ProlP'aIfI endorsed tMir report willi ftw
c1uJIIgu.

71Ie CDSe ofUgan.c/Q shows IhtJI ~II ~ ministries can 1M dftetivt if11te] 1uJ~ 1M right polidCQ/ tIIId
buntlllQ'lJJic support anti clout. IJoyd (1989) claims IhtJllM succus DjUgfJlflJa ~ Mini3try ofWOIfUII in
!kvt!op""nt is due in part 10 its full SlptUtJl. sttJ/US, givillg d'lI' tJndfomttJ1 r.~gnitioll 10 its dorts
10 rectify g,l'IIhr imbalances lind consolidtJle "sources fo' wom8n, anti also 101M Tl8erved seat for
WDmllII ill the R,sisttJnu Councils. localgovutl1MnI bodies. 77tJs SI11Ictu" IuufaeJliltJted 1Milllegration
of~II ill tkcisiD1f-mJJ1dllg tJnd en1uJn~d 1M 1JlDbiliVJJiDII ofw0m811 tJl"()UIfd WJrlous policy issues.

b. Women Am>inted to Key Positions

Little of the scholarship on political leadership focuses on gender, and virtually none of the
women in development literature examines women as national leaders, While it is true that some
of the women who have reached high-lev,,] executive positions have challenged gender bias, their
positions u prime minister or president do not signify a high level of routine representation of
women in policy-making. Those few women who have reached positions of high authority have

_u,uaUy done so throup inheritance (Joekes, 1991; .Genovese and Thompscm, 1992).

Access to power is determined less by behavior, perception, and attitude, and more by
knowledge of the org:l.'!~·aolis that have power and how they function. Thus, exclusion of
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women from top management positions in both the public and private stetor hinders their
knowledge of how bureaucracies and c:orpotations operate, further perpetuating their distance
from decision-making positions (Vianello and Siemienska, 1990). Other theories suggested by
the literature on why women are under-represented in public office are: political socialization,
situation/structural factors, active discrimination against women, and lack of time to devote to
political careers (Genovese and Thompson, 1993).

A United Nations summary of statistics concerning women's participation in public life reports
that in 1987-88 there were 30 countries in Asia and the Pacific where women held no
ministerial-level (including deputy level) positions; 24 countries in Latin America and the
caribbean; and 31 counbies in Africa (U.N., 1991). In those countries where women do hold
such positions, they are primarily in areas deemed wappropriateWfor women, such as education,
culture, social welfare and women's affairs.

Some countries have mandated women's participation in government and politics: in India, 33%
of those- elected to Parliament must be women; in the Philippines, the local government code
mandates the inclusion ofwomen in village, municipal, city and regional development councils;
in Taiwan, the reserved seat system since the 19705 has brought the number of women elected
to levels of OECD countries; and in Zimbabwe, the government's commitment to advancing
women in public service included a stipulation that women should hold 30% of civil service
management positions (Joekes, 1991; Bloom, 1993; Muller, 1994). However, a UNESCO
report ~n Indonesia stated that many positions occupied by women in public life are dead end
and -hollow positionswfor qualified wor::n.

The literature does not fully address the extent to which women in key positions have actually
promoted women's economic participation or influenced economic policies that affect women.
Jockes (1991) notes that women in elected or appointed positions do not necessarily represent
women's interests. In her recent article on women in politics in Asia, Moore (1994) explains
that, W[t]hroughout the region, the presence of women in the highest elective offices has lIlot
triclded down to the middle and lower levels of government, and female prime ministers have
not had any measurable impact on the low education and literacy rates, poor health and
economic status of women- (Moore, 1994, p. A34).

The literature also does not provide a thorough assessment of the effectiveness of quotas in
achieving greater representation of women's interests at the national level. Thus, caution and
additional research is required to determine whether larger numbers of women in appointed and
elected positions indicate that women's interests are being represented. Following are three
examples of the role of government in appointing women to key national positions.

• Costa Rica

According to Saint-Germain (1993) and Franzqay, et ale (1989), Costa Rica's emphasis on
education has produced a new generation of Wfemocrats,Wpolitically aware and capable women
who control many state bureaus. Because of their experience, these women in high level posts
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can move easily to public office. The Arias government elected in 1986 began a nm "feminist
offensive" including naming women to high level positions and putting women's i~ues on the
national agenda. This is one of the most progressive examples of top-down appointments and
changes discussed in the literature.

• Malawi

Hirschmann (1992) presents a more negative assessment of women and political participation
based on his research in Malawi and his review of the literature. In Malawi, outside of a key
woman who has a close relationship to President Banda, very few women hold policy-making
positions. Those that do are mainly in traditional ·women's· areas of home economics, adult
literacy, social welfare, heaith and education. Even the women in the Inter-Ministerial
Committee Oil Women's Affairs have limited impact because they are always outnumbered and
outranked - few women hold positions in key policy-making agencies. In 1981, President
Banda announced his dissatisfaction about the low number of women in parliament and
proceeded to appoint another 24, resulting in 32 women out of 96 members. Nevertheless,
because the parliament in Malawi is a peripheral institution, these appointments had little real
effect on women's participation in policy-rn2king.

• llgqnda

Uganda is a more positive example of a top-down effort to bring women into important
government positions. Through direct pressure from women's groups and President Museveni's
recognition of the important economic and social roles of women, four women have been placed
in Ministerial positions. In fact, Museveni appointed a woman to the key post of Minister of
Agriculture, an office that received 16% of the national budget in 1989. He felt the designation
of a woman to that position was very important as agriculture is a sector where women in
particular are affected by policy -- women account for 80% of food producers and 60% of
agricultural labor (Boyd, 1989).

• BDJH.
Despite Nasser's policy of ·state feminism" and some efforts to support women's issues under
Sadat and Mubar-dle, Hatem (1992) emphasizes that only a few women hold policy-making
positions. In 1979, Sadat had signed a presidential decree that gave Egyptian women 30 seats
in the People's Assembly and 201 of the seats in the local People's Councils. However, with
increasing criticism ofstate authoritarianism by all opposition parties, the Mubarak regime began
a process of political liberalization. In 1987, the more independent judiciary struck down the
1979 decree on the grounds that it gave preferential treatment to women. As a result of this
turnabout in legislation, the number of women in the People's Assembly dropped from 33 to 18
ofthe.total448 seats; the numberofwomenfe11 &0 lOin 1990.
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6. Political Parties
WOMBN IN I'OL11ICS IN BRAZIL

Until recently, women's participation in
politics has been severely constrained by
single-party systems. These systems
generally relied on cronyism and "old-boy"
networks, which in tum generally exclude
women (Foster, 1993). The growing
strength of women's associations has opened'
a new channel for women to exert influence
in political matters outside of the formal
political sphere. Annie Foster, consultant to
USAID's Office of Women in Development,
explains that as a result of the negative
effects of structural adjustment in Africa,
government actions "have become of
increased concern for women, prompting
them to become more involved in national
politics· (Foster, 1993, p. 113). The
literature reviews a variety of ways women
participate in and are represented by political
parties. Examples from Africa and Latin
America follow.

a. ~

·DlUillg 1M 198/b, MlDlfWII 111 BrtuJI IIlc«etkd 111
traMlaIi,.,a-Nkrcotu:mU111/0 all imprusive IIIImber
ojpolley clwtgu.

As early (J8 1982. whell 1M IIrtJdUtllI Democrtllic
Movmtell/ PtlI1] WOII G 1IIImbe, of gulHl7UJJorlal
deetio,..,. 1MptUty '8jemDle memlMrddp prusuretl the
lIN IOvmrmellt oj$Go PlUIlo ttJ tnale all DjflcUJI
Stale ColUlcilfor Womell ~ I8SIIU to 'opell G 8pGC4for
WDmeIl' ill the new tldmJllistrtJlitlll.

~ S40 Ptudtl colUldlwa.rfolIow«J with the CNaliOll
oj10tJddJdoNJl 8tIJU colUldLr tIS weU tJS 351111U1idpal
agellcies topl'tllrl/)te WDmtIII'S rlghls. SpedGi women :,
policestations were established throughtlut the country
tIIId today number 152. In 1985, the NalioNJl Council
for Womell:' RighJs WGS creaJed. Its work ill
tlrgallitJng the women's lobby ill the 1986-88
constituent tlSSembly led to G lIumber of gains for
WDmtIn in the countr;y:' fleW constitulion· (lnter
AmerlCtlll lHvelopmellt Btmk. 1994, p. 1). '!'My
illclude.· equal rights for ~II tWJ womell, equal
rights for hu.rbandr tIIId wives withi" momage,
property rlghls for women ill dgrtJrltlll reform, til ball
0" 6U dlscrlmillJllio" i" employwwll/ GIld work
relations. tJIId ItJbor righls/or domutic workers.

In Africa, women's participation in political parties has been constrained by many factors such
as their lack of education and time constraints, cultural and religious restrictions on women's
public activities (particularly in Muslim areas), and objections from male public officials and
politicians (Tripp, 1994a). Tripp (1994) quotes a leading Sudanese activist, Dr. Fatima Babiker
Mahmoud, who states that African political parties have "failed to democratize their internal
structures to involve women;w and the continuing patriarchal structure does not allow the
recruitment of women to high party offices. Hirschmann (1991) notes that, in Malawi, despite
a campaign by the Malawi Congress Party to encourage the election of women at the urban and
district council level, very little headway had been made. Women appointed to the councils said
they had limited impact because of prejudice and lack of experience.

Recently, women have developed a more independent and gender-based advocacy approach
(Tripp, 1994). Women's movements in Sudan, Tanzania, Kenya, Zambia and Niger have
criticized new political parties for not incorporating women's demands into their agendas and
forJl.Qt~brinaioi-mom.womenintoleadershiJlpositiOtls-In~theMuslimcountry-ofNigerJ··sevcaI

thousand women unexpectedly protested the exclusion ofwomen from the preparatory committee
for the 1991 national conference. Tripp (1994) concludes that some women's movements in
Africa have indeed begun to seen gaining access to political power as their top priority.
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b. Latin America

Costa Rica and Nicaragua serve as interesting models for increasing the proportion of women
in nationallegislatui'es (Saint-Germain, 1993). During the U.N. Decade for Women, the Inter
American Commission on Women (elM) developed an ambitious action plan to increase the
number of women parliamentarians proportional to the female population in the CIM states.
CIM worked with women's groups to lobby the governments and parties to achieve the following
reforms: (i) prohibition of discrimination against women in party structures and lists of
nominations; (ii) incentives for parties to fully incorporate women into party decision-making
structures through affirmative action; (iii) wid~ diffusion of information on women's rights and
political opportunities; (iv) training programs to prepare women for holding public office; and
(v) encouragement of political activity among younger women. The box on the previous page
points to the success of women in Brazil in achieving a voice through a political party.

D. FACTORS AFFECTING WOMEN'S INFLUENCE ON POLICY

Women's groups throughout the world have encountered varying degrees of success in
influencing national policy. This section describes some of the factors that affect the ability of
women to influence national policy, as well as some examples where women have enjoyed
success. The factors discussed in this section include: access to political, government, and
donor officials; credentials gained from participation in national armed struggles; competing
national priorities; strengths and weaknesses of women's organizations; coordination amongst
women's groups; and tools and strategies for change.

1. Access to Political. Government and Donor Officials

Access to key government officials and representation on national committees (private and
public) are important for leveraging policy, as is support from international organizations and
donor agencies. Groups like SEWA and WWF, for example, have been effective at the national
and intemationallevels because they are often represented at donor meetings and on international
NGO boards. Several service organizations in Latin America and the Caribbean have boards
of directors that are well regarded in the community, bringing credibility to the organization,
and thus well-positioning them to lobby and influence policy (yudelman, 1987). In essence, an
organization's political clout can be the determining factor in its effectiveness at the policy level.
The importance of political clout is illustrated in part by examples of government refusal to
implement the policy recommendations of women's groups and women's ministries (Deere, et
al., 1990; Yudelman, 1987).

From various examples discussed in this literature review, it is evident that are certain "windows
.oLopportunity~for.womenadvocates-to-workwith.govemmentbodies,-po1itka1parties,trade

unions, and donors to improve women's legal, political, and economic positions. These
windows occur when key decision-makers invite women tojoin in policy dialogue and when they
respond to gender-specific appeals and arguments. This openness may be due to the work of
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women's groups convincing government leaders of the fairness or necessity of reforms; that is,
women's advocacy organizations can -build" these windows ofopportunity through skillful and
effective dialogue with government and union leaders about needed policy changes. On the other
hand, govemments may see it as politically expeditious to push certain reforms or include
women in policy discussions.

An example of a political leader's attention to women's issues is the open and positive dialogue
between women's organizations and President Arias's administration in Costa Rica which
resulted in significant reforms for women through legislation and political appointments (Saint
Germain, 1993). Women can also create their own windows by ·"latching on" to other social
movements. For example, in Latin America, the crusade against human rights abuses opened
a door for the participation of women's groups in advocacy, activism and policy dialogue.
Consequently, the human rights movement in Latin America has brought women into the
political process and expanded the boundaries in which it is "appropriate" for women to
participate (Bourque, 1989).

Furthermore, the U.N. Decade for Women campaign framework also enhanced joint lobbying
efforts by international organizations, donor agencies, and local women's advocacy groups to
bring pressure on govemments to respond to demands for legal and policy reform. For instance,
in the 19805, aid to Central American countries increased from countries with higher proportions
of women in politics, such as Denmark and other Scandinavian countr;es (Seidman, 1993). As
this aid increased, so did its impact on policies promoting equality for womten. The donors
supported training, action research projects on gender consciousness, and the lIse of legislation
to achieve equality. During this period women in Costa Rica and Nicaragua increased their
presence in the labor force, politics, govemment positions, and the military (Seidm!ll, 1993).

2. CredentiaJs from Participation in National Ann?d StnJ&K1es

Through participation in armed struggles and liberation movements, women ha~e gained
experience and legitimacy as important participants in the public domain. Womcii's
demonstration of their equal capacity and commitment has "earned" them appointments to key
positions in new power structures, and enabled them to provide significant input into policy
agendas. The process of including women in policy-making positions in the Sandinista
administration and in the FSLN party in Nicaragua demonstrates the importance of such
credentials (Saint-Germain, 1993).

In Uganda and Zimbabwe, women gained new roles as a result of their participation in national
liberation struggles, ultimately changing the position ofwomen in these societies. In Zimbabwe,
the common spirit and emergent roles of women and men as liberation leaders helped shape the
new state's egalitarian policies and programs (Muller, 1994). The three women ministers in the
.~mbab.we~UllQYemmenttodayallp1a)'edimportantmles-mtheliberationstruggle..-IAUIanda,

pressure from women's groups that gained legitimacy after the armed struggle of the 19805 has
caused the Museveni government to adopt a more pro-active policy to promote women in
political leadership, including appointing a woman as Minister of Agriculture, and guaranteeing
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a seat for women in each Resistance Council. At least in the cue of UgMda, it does appear that
women have gained a permanent place in politics.

However, for various reasons, influence gained as a result of participation in national liberation
struggles may provide only a narrow window of influence that is soon closed by post
independence governments; women must therefore be organized and poised to take advantage
of such windows and work to keep them open. In many post-c:olonial situations, women who
became members of new governments as a result of a liberation struggle are treated as the
exception rath~ than a precedent (Adler and Izraeli, 1994). ~outheast Asia represents an
ex3nlple where women's participation in national struggles has not led to long-term political
participation. While working class women in Southeast Asia have played important roles in
labor movements, strikes, and independent struggles:, •women'5 public participation is in almost
all cases short-term and sporadic rather than one in which the long-term becomes
institutionalized so as to sustain women's participation in the shaping of new altematives and
social fonnations" (Heyzer, 1986, p. 131).

3. CompetinK National Priorities

Although there are apparent windows of opportunity for women to increase their participation
in political and economic systems, these may be closed by competing agendas or "overriding"
concerns in a society such as national development priorities and religious fundamentalism.

Over-tiding national concerns such as maintaining national unity or reinforcing traditional family
or household relations often form the basis for new governments to renege on promises to
improve the status of women. For example in Mozambique, the post-independence government
backed away from gender-based reforms stating, "[w]omen's concerns have been taken off the
immediate agenda, and replaced by the concems of the nation as a whole." FRELIMO, the
ruling party, further stated, "[w]hi1e class struggle is called for as a constructive force, women's
struggle is seen as divisive" (Urdang quoted in Seidman, 1993, p. 218). Nationalist 1,2ders
often face a dilemma: even if they want to challenge the subordination of women in their
society, they luve to keep a popular bclSe of support which means meeting demands primarily
articulated by men with little interest in the women's agenda (Stacey, 1983).

In other cases the conflict between general national interest and specific women's priorities is
more subtle, with a country's attention and resources devoted to other matters of national
importance or emergency, such as AIDS in Africa, recovery from a narural disaster, ethnic
conflict, economic reform or development of political parties. In many developing countries,
the emphasis on attracting international investment to create jobs currently outweighs the issues
of protecting wore:'s rights in the labor force, particularly those of women.

Another example-ofa strong competingagenda~i5therevivalof Islamic conservatism in several
countries such as Egypt, and Islamic fundamentalists' efforts to reverse the progressive definition
that state feminism gave to women's status (Hatem, 1992, and Murphy, 1993). The Islamic
fundamentalists emphasize the rerum to traditional female roles, as defined by their interpretation
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ofSharl-a religious law, with greater separation of women to the domestic sphere w,ld reduction
of their economic and political participation in the public sphere. Because of the political
strength of the Islamic parties, the current position of Egyptian women is extremelJf precarious.
In Bangladesh, fundamentalists huve strongly criticized and harassed some NGOs for
undermining Islamic law and lcr.:al tradition by brinf~~g women into public e~onomic and
political domains (Moore and Anderson, 1994).

4. Strenatbs and Weaknesses of Women's <>maniP.timJI

Some women's organizations have not been influential at the policy level due to factors related
to leadership and management practices. Strong leadership is important for wamc:n's groups to
be successful; the most effective organizations are those that have leaders with vision, charisma,
and politial clout. However, some organizations have become too dependent on strong leaders,
and have lost strength when their leaders resign and adequate succession procedulIeS are not in
place (¥udelman, 1987). Moreover, internal conflicts that can stunt the growth and
effectiveness of women's organizations arise when leaders fail to share power.

Good management practices are also important to the success of any organization. In particular,
women's groups are often accused oflacking clear goals and taking on more objectives than they
can realistically handle. As a result, the literature notes that in some regions, women's groups
are subject to Unrealistically high expectations to solve, single-handedly, a multitude ofproblems
in a short amount of time (Trager and OsinuIu, 1991). While the multi-purpose nature of many
women's groups enables them to taclde many issues at once, it often inhibits their ability to
focus and successfully implement activities. Moreover, women's groups started during L~e U.N.
Decade for Women had very broad, infffl'national agenda,;; iiOW they are trying t·) narrow their
priorities.,and serve more limited inte~ts by focussing on national or local issues.

s. Coordination Amooast Women's Groups

Strong and effective umbrella organizations or coordinating bodies are needed for women's
groups to share ideas and information, reduce duplication of projects, minimize competition
between groups, prevent isolation ofwomen'5 groups from political and economic activities, and
combine forces for a strong foundation (Ahmad, 1984; Mungai, 1992). Lack ofand competition
for resources·are problems for women's groups, supporting the need for enhanced coordination
amongst women's organizations. The rapid proliferation of women's groups ccmpled with
current d:»nor strategies that advocate ·participatory development- and working with NOOs have
created fierce competition for resources (Heyzer, 1986; Oldham, 1990; Trager and Osinulu,
1991). Also, internal (i.e., government and locat private sector) sources of funding are severely
limited.
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6. Tools and Strateaies for ChanG

The strategies that women's groups employ are another factor affecting their ability to influence
policy. The following sections discuss women's use of various organizing strategies, as well as
the advantages and disadvantages of gender-specific and integrated organizations.

a. Omanizina Stratelies

The literature describes several tools and strategies that women's organizations employ to
mobilize public sU:oPOrt and organize members, such as "struggi~" Pltd "development" strategies,
popular protests and strikes, and lobbying and advocacy.

DiD'mnce bmyeen "StruUle" and "DeyelWment" Str4lerJes.: According to the literature,
"struggle" is an emotional basis for building a movement and paving the way for change,
enablLlg leaders to mobilize large numbers of members. However, this approach alone is rarely
effecti'lC as the target group has little bargaining power and faces severe economic pressures.
Struggle efforts tend to fluctuate with the emergence of issues and are usually not long-term
initiatives. In contrast, "development" ,::fforts im~.rt practical Jmowledge and create an
organizational base for longer-term effectiveness, but rarely do they reach the large numbers of
people that "struggles" do. The joint approach employs principles of each: struggle, or
ad'vocacy and unionizing through trade unions, and development, or creating alternative
economic organi1.p..tions" through co-operatives. This approach is particularly important for
casual workers, in that it provides both social and economic benefits (Chatterjee, 1993; Mitter,
1994). India's Self-Employed Women's Association (SEWA) is an example of a women's group
that employs an approach that combines both the "struggle" and "development" strategies of
organizing.

Pwular Protests and Strikes: Protest is a common form of women's participation in reform
efforts; however, references to women's participation, even in popular protests where women
were active participants (such as bread riots) are rare, and analysis of their role in such activities
is even more rare (Daines and Seddon, 1993). The literature does cite several examples where
women's groups have successfully used protest to reach decision-malcm. In Thailand, street
traders successfully protested a government attempt to relocate their stalls (Heyzer, 1986), and
in a separate effort, 800 textile workers, mostly women, came out on strike for twenty days
against poor working conditions, won their demands, and created their own trade union. In
India, women took to the streets to Protest high rates of alcoholism amongst their husbands
(Moore and Anderson, 1994). Women also use petitions and marches to express their concerns
and bring about change (Working 'Nomen's Forum, 1992; Yudelman, 1987).

ddvoc4Q'. LoblzyjU. mrd O;eatioIJ q[AlternlJlive.Resource ImdlUli!''1tt: While many women's
.-~~actively-engaged-in-lobbying-aml--advoeaey-aeti\.ities-,lIhdlyoperate with- little or- no

interaction with the government (Tripp, 1994a and I994b). In fact, few actual "lobbying"
groups exist; most use lobbying as one strategy. In addition, as previously discussed, the U.N.
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Decade for Women inspired the creation of many women's resource and research institutions
that, with international support, became influential regional and national voices.

Creating networks and pressure groups by linking women's groups with larger organizations is
mentioned frequently in the literature as a strategy for mobilization, change, and improving
women's tools for influence (Mungai, 1992; Women's World Banking, 1994; Trager and
Osinulu, 1991). For instance, Women's Working Forum in India has set up a regional network
in South Asia as well.as a global network fo~ women to share experiences and training across
borders (Women's Working Forum, 1992).

b. Wornen-only and Inteerated Oraanizations

Few would dispute the assertion that ultimately, the integration of women into national programs
and structures is both necessary and desirable if women are to gain equal access to resources and
more equitable benefits from political. and economic processes. Unfortunately, women take on
this challenge wiilt unequal access to resources. In terms of short-term programming, the
literature is inconclusive: equally strong arguments exist for both maintenance of separate
women's gro~j)s and for integration. Yudelman (1987) recommends that women's groups form
some sort of alliance with male-run organizations, but control their own funds and manage their
own programs.

• BeMJits Q/ Women-Dna OrgqnizatioDS

Some women claim they need separate organizations and projects because in traditionally male
run organizations, such as trade unions, chamhers of commerce, credit unions, or agricultural
associations, they: are often treated as second-class citizens; are subject to discriminatory
programs, policies, or stereotypes; and are rarely given real opportunities to participate, manage,
ordevelop leadership skills. Furthermore, the leadership ofmale-dominated organizations rarely
subscribes to the views of women's groups, even on basic issues like women's right to own land
(Yudelman, 1987). Also, due to cultural or social constraints in some societies women are more
comfortable and productive working in women-only settings.

For example, in the West BanklGaza region, new business development support centers do not
serve the needs ofwomen entrepreneurs; they are highly male-oriented with little confidence that
women's economic development programs can have any real impact. Thus, "it is not suitable
to embed aprogram for women's entrepreneurship in existing institutions which serve botb male
and female clienteles, as it is believed that this would mean male dominance of women's
interests and inhibit the development of female leadership" (Oldham, 1990, p. 10). However,
associations that only support women entrepreneurs in the region are not very effective because
they are isolated from the commercial and industrial seeton of society and have little linkage

...--.-.- _··-with·the-business-support-institutions-that-are--forming·-(OIdham,l990).
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• Arpments for 1nte:r4ljon

Asimple argument for integration is that separation is divisive; it divides technical and financial
resources, as well as solidarity. The worker's movement argues for integration, maintaining that
while some level of independent organization is vital for true achievement of women's demands,
women's special interests need to be addressed within the framework of joint organization in
order not to divide workers' solidarity (Ahmad, 1984). While sometimes separation provides
the opportunity for mustering strength, in other cases, especially with government women's
ministries, it pushes women's causes and programs into a comer !hat is more easily ignored.

Moreover, some women want to disassociate themselves with "women in development" (WID)
programs altogether because they believe that WID implies socia1 welfare programs, informal
sector and household level activity, and that because of this perception, many governments and
donors fail to fully incorporate women into productive and sustainable employment, education,
and private sector development programs (Mungai, 1992).

While the arguments for separate women's organizations are strong, women's groups must be
careful not to become isolated from the broader economy, business community, national
decision-making bodies, orpotential sources offunding and support. Women should be included
in political and economic activities and processes, not isolated from them. For example, when
related to another organization like a chamber of commerce or trade union, women's groups are
often seen as "appendages," removed from mainstream policy and decision-making (Mungai,
1992).' Not wanting to be isolated from the general business community, women entrepreneurs
in Mali requested that training sessions be with men (Lewis and Russell, 1989). Furthermore,
framing issues in a "gender-neutral" way can be more effective in achieving progress at the
national policy level (Bourque, 1989).

E. INTERVENTJONS SUGGESTED BY mE LITERATURE

Donors and governments can promote the participation of women in economic decision-making
and contribute to the improvement of women's economic status by assisting organizations that
support women's economic empowerment. They can do so in three ways: through direct
support, such as training or technical assistance to groups that support women's economic
empowerment; by supporting linkages between women's groups, both regionally and
internationally; and through additional research and dissemination. A discussion of the
literature's l'ea)mmendations follows.

• Proyidin, Direct SUl'J)Ort

Donors can promote women's economic empowermen! by provid~g direct ~lIPPQrt to wQmen's
. ··usocialfons•. Support cOuld be in tJie form of training (e.g., management, leadership, or

lobbying and advocacy), technical assistance (e.g., organizational and strategy development), or
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direct financial support (e.g., operating budget or preferably, targeted assistance for specific
activities or programs).

Linkages with other women are very important to women's groups. Donors can facilitate and
support linkages, or networks of women's groups, at the national, regional, and international
levels. Through th~ networks, women's groups can strengthen their advocacy base, share
ideas and strategies, and reduce competition for resources and duplication of activities. Donors
can also facilitate exchanges between women and organizations, again at the regional or
intemationallevel, for activities such as training or internships.

• Research and Dissemination

Donors can also assist women's organizations with research and dissemination of research
findings. For example, assistance is needed in tJanslating research on women's issues into
documents that policy-makers can easily understand and use. Donors can also work to
strengthen national statistical offices to help them produce reliable and timely data for policy
making on women's issues.
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CHAPrERV

TARGET AREAS AND TOPICS FOR FURTHER EXPLORATION

The purpose of this literature review is three-fold: (i) to increase USAID's knowledge regarding
the interplay between gender, economics, and political reform; (ii) to identify broad area.; within
which interventions may be developed during the concept paper and project design stages; and
(iii) to identify unanswered or partially answered questions to·be explored. All of these
objectives will continue to be pursued during preparation of the concept paper and field work.

With respect to the first purpose, as the preceding chapters indicate, the literature reveals that
the topics of economic policy, legal and regulatory issues, business development, and
institutional support and representation are complex, inter-related, and contextual (that is,
significantly affected by country conditions, leaders and other actors). The report's executive
summary outlines the key issues of the review, but because of its brevity, does not capture the
richness of the cases and analyses presented.

This chapter addresses the latter two purposes of the review: to identify broad categories that
"stand out" in the literature as critical to women's participation in the economy and therefore
may be target areas for POWER; and t9 highlight key questions that require further examination
in the POWER field work. It should be noted that the broad areas identified below and the
additional questions described are reflections of the literature, not necessarily reflections of all
of the areas or questions that the team believes may ultimately be· pursued by the POWER
project.

A. TARGET AREAS

The following sections describe in broad terms the areas that may be targeted for POWER
activities. According to the literature, these areas are critically linked to women's participation
in and benefit from economic policies and political reform. Specific activities in these areas are
not described, mainly because the concept paper, rather than this literature review, is inmnded
to outline specific interventions, and also because the literature did not always provide detailed
information regarding potential interventions.
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1. Improyin& the Quality of Women's Work

As indicated in Chapter I of the literature review, women participate actively in the workforce
of developing countries and countries in transition. However, their opportunities for "quality"36
employment or participation are often limited. As described throughout the literature, women
are typically concentrated in certain jobs or enterprises within sectors, particularly those with
lower pay, lower growth opportunities, and low job security. Accordingly, a central
consideration is how to improve the quality of women's employment in some of the sectors
where women already work.

The literature identified five areas where women comprise large proportions or numbers of the
workforce: the services sector, export-oriented industries, agriculture, the informal :sector, and
the civil service. By targeting these sectors, large numbers of women would be reached.
However, as emphasized in the literature, these areas hold varying degrees of promise for
women.

The literature gathered and analyzed for this review did not focus on the last two areas, the
informal sector and the civil service, because these sectors were not identified in the "Five-In,
Five-out Exercise" as central areas for POWER. Accordingly, opportunities for improving the
quality of women's participation in these sectors were not developed fully in this review.
However, women in both sector~ could potentially be incorporated into efforts to diversify
women's occupations and to develop leadership capacity, both of which are described in the
following sections.

The remaining three areas - the services sector, export-oriented industries, and agriculture -
represent areas prominently identified in the literature that might be considered for project
activities. While the characteristics of these sectors, along with the participation of women
within them, vary, the literature cites a number of positive aspects that may serve as a
foundation for activities to improve women's work in those areas. For instance, the service
sector (though often low wage) is a growing sector around the world. Because women are
already found iir. the sector, opportunities may exist for both bolstering women's current position
and alleviating n:gative characteristics of employment. Likewise, the literature reveals that
export-oriented industries entail both positive and negative repercussions for women; therefore,
activities in this area could endeavor to promote the positive and mitigate the negative in order
to improve the overall economic participation of women and tQ improve the overall efficiency
of the sector.

,. What -quality- employmeat meaJIB is opeD to interpretation. The tenD -quality- here means the potential
for powtb IIld Idvmcement, for wa,ea above subsi8teace level (at. minimum), benefits befiltiD, the circumstaDces
of employment, life workin, CODditiCllll, IDd some dear- ofjob IeC1Irity.
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2. Divmifyina Women's OCcupations

The literature identifies three ways in which women's economic participation is narrowly
concentrated: (i) the sectors in which they are employed as workers; (ii) the jobs that they hold
within these sectors; and (iii) the sectors in which they ron their businesses. As indicated above
and in Chapter I, women generally are concentrated in the informal sector, civil service,
agriculture, export-oriented industries and the services sector. Furthermore, within these
sectors, women are also concentrated at the subsector level. For example, within th~ industrial
sector, women are found primarily in electronics, semiconductors, toys and sporting goods,
textiles, etc. Examining and addressing demand-side factors (such 'u the perception that women
are more costly due to childcare responsibilities and absenteeism) that contribute tQ this
concentration may assist in efforts to diversify women's participation among sectors 3I1d
subsectors. In terms of agriculture, for instance, activities might promote women's involvement
in agricultural processing enterprises.

Cutting across the sectoral divisions that characterize female work, the literature reveals that
women generally are also concentrated in certain types of positions. These positions, as
described in the literature, are typically lower level, lower skill, and less influential. Women's
range of occupational choice could be expanded and diversified through many means. If
women's skill levels were improved, they could enter more technical (and often more highly
paid) positions; ifwomen's management skills were bolstered, they might advance to managerial
or supervisory positions. Equally importantly, achievement of managerial and supervisory
positions may increase women's voice at the company policy-making level.

Moreover, as suggested in the literature, opportunity exists for encouraging women as
entrepreneurs and for encouraging women business owners' entry into nontraditional business
sectors. As indicated in Chapter m, increasing women entrepreneurs' technical and management
skill levels and their access to credit may encourage enttepreneurship and strengthen women
owned small businesses. A majority of women's businesses, whether formal or informal, are
in petty trade, commerce, services and certain branches of manufacturing. Efforts could be
made to expand the realm of sectors or subsectors that women enter as businesspeople. In
addition, such efforts might open the possibility of moving some women microentrepreneurs into
more promising areas.

3. Deyelqpins Women'J Leadership Positions and Cpciw

As the literature indicates, there is a great need to ensure women's input at all levels - whether
national, regional orl~ -- where policy decisions are made and where programs and policies
are designed and implemented. Such input is important in all fora that influence decisions and

Ii . 1....1.- • 1..-" ..1..";, • ·ud:"':·' b--"I.-~ .. . J)(LCleS, w~Ulgovemment. -e_ve,executtve or J 1WiIIl· .. j .....~or·m· non-
governmental organizations such as char.1bers of commerce, professional associations, or labor
organizations. Moreover, as noted in Chapter IV, it is critical that women participate in the
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arenas that have real, not symbolic, influence over policy-making, and that they participate in
a variety of roles, whether as mid.. or high-level government employees, elected officials,
lobbyists, or members or leaders of private organizations.

In order for women to obtain positions and be effective in such arenas, the literature suggests
that women's leadership capacity must be developed. Women must be able to persuasively
articulate their agenda, and they must have solid technical abilities and knowledge of the issues,
including exposure to gender dimensions. Moreover, to be -heard" by often hostile, indifferent
or uninformed iludiences, women also must possess advocacy skills and the ability to lobby
effectively. Thus, to permit their potential range of occupations to include policy-making and 
implementing positions, developing women's leadership capacity may be a key area to address.

4 M'ti" C . ,,,, 'Eco . P .. ..1 lIatiD& J?nstraints to nomen S ~omlc jrticmation

The literature cites many constraints to women's economic participation and to improving the
quality and nature of women's work. The literature highlights four constraints that significantly
impede women's participation and which POWER may be designed to address effectively.
Crossing the sectoral and occupational divisions mentioned above, these constraints are found
in the areas of: financial services; Jaws and regulations, along with their interpretation and
enforcement; information, knowledge and skills; and institutional support. The relationship
between these constraints and women's participation in the economy is summarized briefly
below.

• Financial Services: As described in Chapter W, women face constraints to obtaining
finance (particularly from formal financial institutions) for many reasons, e.g., lack of
collateral, insufficient accounting records, and inadequate business plans. While donors
often develop programs that target women as loan recipients, the literature suggests that
broad reforms in financial services may prove to be a more sustainable way of ensuring
that all businesspeople, including women, have access to funds on reasonable and
affordable terms.

• Laws gnd Raularions: As emphasized in Chapter U, a variety of laws and regulations
and the interplay of dual legal systems affect women's participation in the economy.
Various means to mitigate legal and regulatory constraints are mentioned in the literature,
including, for instance, improving the knowledge ofpersons who interpret and implement
laws and regulations and ofwomen affected by such laws and regulations (i.e., enhancing
legal literacy) and encouraging the participation of women in interpreting and
implementing laws and regulations (i.e., expanding women's roles in areas that broadly
affect their participation).

• 1rJfOrmtlliOll. Know1edu and Skills: According to the literature, increasing women's
access to information, knowledge and skills can aff.':Ct women's participation in countless
circumstances. For instance, with market information, a woman may be able expand her
small business. With legal information, women may successfully gain control of
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property to which they are legally entitled. Likewise, with technical background,
knowledge of gender dimensions, and advocacy skills, women have the capacity to
participate more effectively in policy-making and implementation.

• lnstitutiQD41 SUl1J1Ort: The literature emphasizes that women's participation in the
economy can be improved by effective organizations. Similar to increasing women's
access to information, knowledge and skills, improving institutional support has broad
repercussions. For instance, as described in Chapter IV, organizations can: act as a
voice for women at policy levels; off~ services to improve women's knowledge base,
skills, and the operation of their businesses; provide tniining to increase women's
organizational, lobbying and advocacy skills; and improve women's understanding of the
legal system.

B. TOPICS FOR FUB,1BER EXPLORATION

The literature not only addresses many of the issues that are critical to POWER and reveals
target areas for possible interventions, but also provokes additional questions. The questions that
the team believes to be most relevant for POWER (particularly for the POWER field work) are
summarized below.

1. Economic Policcy

• QppQrtunities that Arise from Economic Policies: Other than the Quantity of jobs
produced by export promotion strategies and labor market deregulation, the gender
specific literature remains virtually sUent regarding opportunities that arise for womr"\
in both developing and transitional economies, as a result ofchanges in economic poli"y.
This "silence" raises an important question: is the lack of information regarding positive
implications for women of economic policies - ranging from social service spending to
privatization •• a "gap" in the literature, or does the lack of information reflect a tnJe
disparity between the benefits of many economic policy changes on the broader economy
versus their effects on women? Furthermore, what are the medium to long term effects
of such economic policies on women? Will women over time be able to take advantage
of the economic opportunities that are being created? If not, what will enable them to
do SlJ?

• Sectors not AdilrMsed b.Y the Literature: As mentioned in Chapter I, the literature on
economic policy provides little information concerning gender specific effects of financial
&eCtor reforms. However, as described in Chapter m, the literature hypothesizes that
banking.sector reforms hold .great.promise .for improving. women's access. to. credit.
Accordingly, two central questions arise: do such policies have different impacts on
women than men?; and is there evidence to support the literature's hypothesis that such
reforms will benefit women, or is it too early in the process to tell?
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Similarly, the literature provides few details regarding the effects on women of policies
oriented towards or affecting the services sector. Because women are highly represented
in this sector, it is important to ascertain how women have been affected by economic
reforms that affect the services sector.

• Meets at Economic Policies on Women's Businesses: The gender specific literature
regarding economic policies focuses mainly on women as workers. It does not
specifically address another key issue, namely, the effects of economic policies on
women-owned businesses. Nevertheless, since women's b~esses tend to be clustered
in different sectors and subsectors than men's (as women workers are concentrated in
different sectors than men), then the businesses and their viability may be affected
differently, especially since policies often take a sectoral approach. Hence, the question
arises: do economic policies affect women's businesses differently than men's?

2. I.&aat and Reaulatory Issues

• Countly-Specf6c la(ormation: The literature reveals that a number of types of laws -
for example, personal status laws and protective legislation -- have broad impacts on
women's participation in economic life around the world. However, the literature review
also reveals the difficulty of making analytically-sound, cross-country generalizations
regarding legal and regulatory issues. Instead, it appears from the literature that analysis
of laws and regulations, their implementation and enforcement, and women's knowledge

.of their rights lends itself better to a country-specific approach. Thus, the field work will
be particularly important to develop possible POWER interventions in the legal and
regulatory uena.

• Business and Market R""lations and Laws: The literature provides little information
about the impacts on busines!IWOmen of government regulations and procedures
governing business. Thus, a key question for the field is: do such regulations and
procedures affect women differently than men?

3. Business DeYelo,pment

• Women in the Formal Sector: As noted in Chapter m, the literature presents voluminous
information regarding women in microenterprises and the infonnal sector. Less
information is provided about women in the fonnal sector, women in small-scale business
(as owners, operators, or workers) and even less regarding women in medium- or large
sc:ale business (except as workers in export processing zones). The literature may reflect
donors' efforts in the informal sector and microenterprise (because a portion of the
literature is donor-funded or-driven) as well as-women'ssignificant presence in
microenterprises and the informal sector. However, several inter-related questions
regarding women in business remain: to what extent do women participate in the formal
sector and in small-, medium- and large-scale businesses?; does the lack of
documentation of their participation in such areas accurately reflect women's
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particir...ation, or does it instead reflect the interests ofresearchers and donors?; ifthe lack
of documentation is a result of the latter (rather than a reflection of women's true
involvement), what are the factors that propel women toward or enable women to enter
afore foma! OJ.' larger enterprises?

• AIlPTQJ)rime Business and ManaUmml Traini",: One of the literature's
recommendations concerns improving women's access to and participation in business
and management training as well as career advisory and job placement services. Given
that at the same time the literature notes that the training offered often does not address
en improve skills demanded by the market, an important avenue to identify is business
training that has been developed in light of local economic conditions (perhaps, for
example, in co11aboration with local businesses) as well as in response to women's needs.
If such training exists in the four countries targeted for fieldwork, what are the factors
that promoted its development and can similar training be replicated elsewhere?

4. Institutional Supj)011 and Representation

• Women's Organjzations and Economic Polic.y-Ma/dng: The literature provides evidence
that women participate as actors and founders in a wide variety of organizations,
although their influence and extent of involvement varies greatly by type of organization
and by country. One issue particularly pertinent to POWER is the degree to which
women's organizations - the fledgling professional and business groups, the alternative

.labor organizations, and the government and political institutions in which women are
active and influential -- are involved in the economic policy-making process. Have any
of these groups developed advocacy or lobbying strategies to reach economic policy
makers or to ensure that organizations that recognize gender concerns are included when
key economic and business policies are discussed, developed, and implemented? If so,
what factors have contributed to effective representation in the policy-making process?

• Services Provided by Qaaniz4lions: The literature notes that the organizations in which
women participate provide a number of services, including, for example, training,
finance, and social services. However, detailed examples of the types of services
provided are rare. Accordingly, key questions to be pursued in the POWER field work
are: what specific types of support services do organizations supply?; what additional
types of support do businesswomen need?; and what support, if any, will organizations
need in order to supply such services?

.. .. ..

....~~.~~!l.t!9!1~_~t ~~JgioomgofdUs_cha$r .. d1epotentialtarletareas...andquestions identified
above do not represent the universe within which POWER might operate or which POWER
might address. Instead, with this knowledge base, delineation of key areas for intervention that
are emphasized in the literature, and identification of unanswered questions, we hope to spark
a dialogue that will feed into the concept paper, field work, and later stages of project design.
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FlVE-IN, FIVE-OUf EXERCISE: SUMMARY OF RESULTS

The summary below synthesizes the results of the "Five-In, Five-Out" exercise conducted to
gather ideas regarding topics that should and should not be addressed in the POWER literature
review. As described below, the exercise produced consensus on some issues that should be
included or excluded from the literature review, and noted additional issues that would not be
central to the POWER literature review but that would be addressed as related to the four main
issues.

I TOPICS TO BE ADDRESSED IN THE POWER LITERATURE REVIEW ~
--------~
1. F&<momic Policy Befoan

• Gender-specific impacts of economic reform (including privatization) and
structural adjustment.

• Women's participation in and impact on economic policy making entities.

• Economic policy reform frameworks or strategies that are most compatible with
women's participation in the economy.

2. '1&t:a1 and Ret:ulato[y Issues

• Key types of laws and regulations (both statutory and customary) that directly
affect women's participation in the economy, e.g., property law, inheritance law,
contract law.

• Interpretation and enforcement of such laws and regulations.

• Gender-specific labor legislation or practices (e.g., maternity leave policy, night
shifts, gender-specific job announcements, etc.) that constrain or promote
women's participation in the economy.

• Model legal and juridical frameworks and environments.

3. Business DeyeJOJ)ment

.. Opportunities and constraints to women in business, including:

Access to, participationin,ancl-availability-ot"busine&&andmanagement
training and other career development opportunities.
Access to credit to start, operate or expand business.
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Status of women within businesses (e.g., owner, manager, employee) as
related to opportunities for full participation.

• Model mechanisms for promoting women-owned businesses.

4. Institutional SuPJKU1 and Representation

• Women's participation and benefit from women's and non-gender-specific
organizations, including trade and professional. associations, chambers of
commerce, labor organizations, government agencies, non-governmental and
grassroots organizations, and political parties and interest groups.

• Availability of support services (such as training, networking opportunities,
financial resources, job listings, market information, etc.) from such
organizations.

• Benefits provided through women's organizations in comparison to those offered
through non-gender-specific organizations.

• Ability of such organizations to influence policies affecting women in the
economy.

I ISSUES THAT WILL NOT BE ADD~SED IN I
THE POWER LITERATURE REVIEW----------

1. Microenterprise

Microenterprise issues will not be addressed because other projects and other resources
are devoted to this issue. However, if desired, the literature review could address ways
to encourage formalization and growth of microenterprises.

2. Population and Fertility

These issues are handled primarily by other programs and offices, so will not be
addressed in the POWER literature review.
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I ISSUES TO BE ADDRESSED IN RELAnON '1"0 THE FOUR MAIN ISSUES I
1. Cultural Constraints to Women's Participation

• Women's domestic responsibilities and roles and their effect on employment
outside the home.

2. Political Representation and Participation

• Women's representation in executive, judicial and legislative bodies.

• Effective mechanisms for promoting representation.

• Women's participation in the political process as voters aod as active
representatives in interest groups that affect the political process.

3. Success Stories

• Success of programs (e.g., of donors, NOOs, etc.) in promoting women's
participation and opportunities.

.• Success of countries in establishing policies that promote women's participation
and opportunities.

4. Work/Labor Force Issues

• Occupational segmentation (i.e., concentration of women in certain sectors or
sub-sectors) and its causes.

• Wage differentials.

• Distribution of labor by public versus private sectors.

• Mobility and advancement.
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