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Introduction group. hllere has been little change in tie find­
ings on partner numbers and risk factors since the 

The IIIV/AIDS epidemic has swept through the lhai tine of Weniger elal's original paper 121,and con­
population with startling rapidity In a few years, m- tinued intervention work with sex workers and their 
fection levels in 21-year-old male conscripts in some clients is needed Several recent papers 13-61 have 
northern provinces have gone from 0 to 3(0o In the focused on the sociocultural context or reviewed 
same period, infections in women atending antena- the current situation of sex workers in the coln­
tal clinics in these provinces have climbed steadily try Smlnarlv, intravenous drug users (IVDI)) were 
to 1(0 today Originally perceived In the popular htiussed comprehensively IlM and will not Ie 
press as a disease of homosexual men and intra- further aiddressed here Instead, this paper focuses 
%enousdrig ue, tie epidemic contmed its spread on those factors respopsible for the sprea, of IIIV 
through ioiniercial sex worker,, (CSW) and their in the general Thai xpulation Iese include levels 
clients, while people eng iging in risk behaviors de- of individual knowledge, awareness, risk perception 
nied their membership of risk groups and refused to and risk behavit, as 'ell as cultural and socco­
take the precautions r.qirec to protect theniselses nomic factors contributing to risk 
'fhe invisibility of IIIV infection, coupled with tile 
low numbers of AID" raIses seen in the earl, years 
of a rapidly expanding epidemic, gave a sense of 
nvulnera'mity to tlose praitmong risk behaviors Knowledge of AIDS and personal risk 
Despite the low caseloads, the ongoing I[IV sero- perception

lealthsurveillance done by the Ministry of Puhlic 


and the Royal hliai In forpeople take measure,
Army revealed the true extent of order to protective 
what was happening nationwide against AI)S, they must be aware of what the dis­

momorm case" is,how susceptilfle tlie) are to infection, and"ltushoeclthatIIIVmfetlorinfection hadha hat constitutes effectise prevention Kniiwledge 
spread extensively throughout the population The nd ponlis pet p 
his minitoring shoved that IIIV 

ren ent tniwin­

rallytoen­aduceper avisk c eptin are nfocus initially placed on risk groups sers.d only to 
lt.vo change, but they.re generally seenas

divert attention from the tnie levels of I IV risk Ibe-
prerequisites fr adopting disease-presentive behav­

tavior in the i hamfoplation Oer thie pist seeral iors Several sti -lies have examined tilelevel ot AI)"s
knowledlge in time "1 Mediai 

e dge i tile Iha i ultin [7-1s1 Mediastu-
Sears, a numlitber iif belt isiral studies, htase helped in hampopulation 17-15]l coy­

understanding the factors that have fueled the rapid 
erage of AIDS in taland is extensive, so tilst stud­

and thorough disseination of I IV through tle gen-
found thit the tttajority of respondents htave 

sunare te relts of these stuesor example, 99 of the 2801 par­
is, MIll I here we will ies havefAlSFreap,99teral rTati pi 1 ulation,era 'Ilia p(,)uatlnasotliedioutlined in lerwewll her ote281a­

tie mot urgent areas forfuture research an inter- tcipants in tile Survey of Pinner Relations (general 

vnthost uentmhas fpopulation, nationwide, ntd-1990) 171,98 2o of 330 
vention enphasms. village women (northeast, late 1991 to early 1992) 

Although female CSWs exhibit high levels of risk 181,99% of the 4(M) participatits m an AIDS media ef­
behavior, this paper will not focus on them as a fecliveness survey (general population, nationwide, 
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Table 1. Sampling of levels of belief in casual transmission of HIV from various studies 

Study Ireferencel 	 % Believing in casual transmission mode 

Survey of Partner Relations 1990 (71
 
Nationwide 60% by insect bite
 

52% by toilet seats
 
50% by sharing lood
 

Lyttlelon 1991 (121
 
Northeastern villagers 31% by mosquito 

42% by visitig samedcinic asperson with AIDS 
19% by eating with person with AIDS 

MOPH Telephone Survey 1991 1131 
Bangkok 	 44% by mosquito 

51% by donating blood 
24% by eating with person with AIDS 

Mahidol Media Effectiveness Survey 1993 (91
 
Nationwide 42% by nosquio
 

23% by sharing (lothmg 
17% by sharng eating utensils 

MOI'H, Mrigstry of Publi Health 

lale-l193) 191and 96% of 70 women in Bangkok identify liv carriers may be more inclned to havy
(trd-1987) 1101had heard of AIDS In all these sur- unprotected sex vith someone without symptonms 
veys, the vast majority of respondents reported get- SLur,ey respondents ha%,e sometines expresed a be 
tog most AIDS information from tile electronic or lief in the curability of AIDS (394% of the women ir 
print mass media the village survey in the northeast 181and 1180A 
Studies find that public knows ledge of a.ctual IIIV Of homoseXl or hisexual men in nother stud) 
transmission modes is also uniformly high For ex- in tile northeast 1141) I'uture lnias media inter 
ample, 98 1% of participants in a itilt-1990 survey of ventions should address these weaknesses in AID. 
the general population iitnid-19(X) 171and 96% of knoss ledge 
435 villagers in tile northeast (late 191) 1121knew 
that IIIV can he transnitted by sexual intercourse. Table 2 Reported levels of belief in the symptomatic nature of HIN 
Sun lar high percentages of coffect responses are infection 

given about transmission hy 'aring of needles Believe 
Thus, the 11ai population ha'. good knowledge of always
how I IIV is transmitmed Study Irelerencel symptomatic Uncertan 

Unfortunately, there ire high levels of beliel in one Survey of Partner Relations 171 
or more casual translission modes hy which I IIV in- Natonwide, 1990 20% 12% 
fection is extremely unlikely or Impossible A sanl- Lyttleton 1121 
pling of levels of behef in various Casual transmis- Northeastern villagers, 1991 38% 50% 
sion modes is presented it 'rable I Attention must MOPH Telephone Survey 1131 
N. focused on resolving these misunderstandings Bangkok, 1991 30% ­
because they are tine (If the factors contnhuting to Mahidol Media Effectiveness Survey 191Nationwide. 1993 
fear of and discrimination against I IIV-mfected peo-

31% ­

ple Given the high prevalences of IIIV in Tailand, MOPH, Ministry of Public Health 
this is critically important community- ind family­
based care will be essential to the country's ability Extensive condom promotion campaigns have hecn 
to cope with the increasing burdens of IIIV infectionhes apr(Iicles 60-70lllion condoms 

and AIDS cases Ilese apprches annol succeed free 


andAID caes dont scced mounted, with 	 distributed 
of charge each year to Government sexualiyif cormmunities and families react to people with ilY transmitted disease (STD) services and sexual scr­and AIDS with fear and rejection instead of compas- vice establishments, and another 60-70 million sold 

ston and support in commercial markets annually As a consequence, 
other serious deficiencies in knowledge that are condom use has increased significantly in commer­
relevant to AIDS prevention efforts have been oh- cial sex [I If all these condoms were u.ed, they
served. Most studies find a significant percentage of would protect 60% of commercial sex acts as re­
people who believe IIIV infection must he symp- ported by men in the 1990 Survey of Partner Re­
tomatic. Table 2 presents the percentages of peo- lations. In surveys people are generally aware that 
pie in various surveys who either believed that HlIV using condons and reducing sexual contacts out­
infection must always be symptomatic or were un- side relationships help to prevent AIDS Ilowever,
certain on this issue People who believe they can many incorrect assumptions and mistaken beliefs, 
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which are rarely captured in standard knowledge, to have been infected recently increase, the proba­
attitudes, behavior and practices (KABP) Surveys, bility of contact during this initial highly inlectious 
Still influence sexual risk behas ior I'orex.mple, phase 
many hase interpreted the nidia AIDS messages Partly is .iresult tif this belief in the effiat' oif per­
as meaning that by aioiding tnem!hership of risk sonil screening mlethods, perceptuons iof personal 
groups or contat with those .t isk, one (an remain risk for Itl,remain (ouiparatniely low', es en in 
free of AIDS 'nfortun~tely, definitions of 'atrisk' those .%kith high le+els of sexu.l risk behi ior For 
can be quite fluid For example, CSWs may not Ito- exiaiple, in the Surve) of Partner Relations 171,only

perceived as Such if they reieis e regular cherk-ups 19 9%of ien reporting unprotet ted sex x%itl CSWS
 
or work ata 'clean' site Individual definitions of risk n the past year Thought the"ueret high sk, 55 2"
 
groups njv also be narro. For example, Ka.ato elt O1 men having unprotected coninercial sex, 7417, 
al [151point out that in a rurl tonnunity in tlii' of those rep)rtng priotected cotmmercial Sex, and 
northeast, villagers stilllower education think tliat 79 51n of those reporting noncnmercial sex out­
only sex' i intercourse wvith low-l.iss sex o+'orkers Side relationships said they vsere at little or no risk
 
and IVDI a elhas.iirs findings iih (ontraing 1lilY
are high-risk 'lotese 

are of oonern,since the majority o1 tile1haipopu­
lation is rural so, As %%illbe INsctr-sed in ttie next seti in, ian, nar­ith prin.ary ior low'er education 

ned lIhai s.io)ien irepI.lned atrisk Through the pre-These nistaken underst.idings have wSenlexpres- martal or extranmarital atiioties of their hushands 
Sion in several formtis of ineffectis e self-protection In lainner Relations 171.36 101of urrenl, marred 
strategies Many Vhi then beliese that by select- women tholight they s.erc it risk for IIIV, despite 
ing est.ibhtnents for commercial sex carefully, tfioy reporting le+el,of extramarital ,eualLontatt under 
can avoid AIDS lyttlton (11 gives,a exanmple off 10o In the surevoif northeastern s.oinen 181,31 R',one vilage teacher . ho feels that !he restaurant lie of the Vomnen thought they %%.,ere at risk, hut only
,=sits for commercial sex i,Subject to such strong 53"o of these felt It %.SfoCC.iaseLof their husband 
health regulation that tiedoes not need to use % siting sex workers (Of the 60o% o.h thought tile' 
condoints Many ciitoerial sex itesatiely adser- so.,ere not .it risk, 711o s.iid it so.,%Sbeaus.e the' be­
tise that the women receie regular lilY and S1i) lie\ed their husboand did not %ssit sex %%orkers Ii 
check-ups, ,iking theirsites s.ife Flits nuson(#p- inany oases, litoos%e\cr,there is i disparity between 
ion that testing is .iform of prevention is ttinion in the wvife's knov ledge and the hiusband's At (ties 

'Ilh.uland 11611l. anon elal 1171point out i .riety In one stud in the north 1201,31.%Oof husbands 
of approiclces used hy toten for 'reducing' their risk reportd ,isiting sex ,,sorkers. s.bile only IS,) of 
in sexu.l encounters, itlnuding looking for s.silhe their Wives tought they did SO One other intis­
svnptons in their partners, choosing less ,ittrac- (oceplon revealed by the northea.tern Study 181 
tlive sex w)rkers, or selecting sexual sersine estab- %%as tilebelief of somtne ssoointten that using .I ondotn 
Islinents that are hosver risk, Such Iias cleaner sites, s. ith their husband for I Nhort perio.d after he had 
(or restaurant aed sites rather than brothels, %%'here hf.d otiiioerlaI sex toulId protet theraganst I lV 
tilenunber of partners a wonen h.s is thought to lhese o.omen viewed IllY traln sm.issiton as i short­
be lower (Although it is True thatsex %%iirkerss%hose term phenomenon or as only possiblo during symp­
charges are relatilely low have higher infe(tion les - toniatit periods Me etopoasis on coiniortiol sex 
els than thtose wvho charge more 121,failure TO ise . Settings in mnny intersentions and nMedli iaiessages 
condom with any sex worker in lblailand rem.in,, an has prooduted serious nlistitnderstandings o tilet re­
extremely igh- risk .ictivity ) Another strategy men- .ihtyof trarnsmnissioin to and friom long-tert partner,,
tioned '.is %.siting ione sex vorker regularly Ils Coo)nsentional KA131P Surveys often fail to pick tip 
perce ed I isk reduction has also been seen in stud- these hnore Subtle but inmtervention-reles ant .istimt­
tes of sex workers, so.hot reported they s.ere less tions More quahlatie worl-'. foctusSuh as groups 
likely to use condoms with regular lients 116,181 and in-depth interviews, Ito'iieded t(oexplore these 
In a seres of fxus group,, on child prostitution, personal conceptualtiations of AIDS and II nn de­
selection ,of child sex w'orkers was mentioned hy tail and to design interventions to .address tlhe 
imany pirtlipants as ,inother strategy for reducing
risk 1191Unfortunately, tiis mAy actually Increase 
risk for a number of reaisons I) young girls may
be biologically more susceptible to infection, (2) Patterns of commercial and casual sex 
young women may be at a higher risk of I lIV in­
fection because they may be preferentially selected As revealed by numerou, studies 121-251 and the 
for unprotected sex and may have higher numbers epidemtiological waves of infection 11,21, the dom­
of clients because of this perception of lower risk, inant risk factor to date for IIIV infection in Ilat 
and (3)there is evidence that transmtission of llIV is men ,unprotected sex with CSWs The dominant 
greatly enhanced in the viremtia following initial IIV risk factor for IIIV-infected That women is sexual 
infection, and selecting younger sex workers likely intercourse with their husbands, a practice most 

3 
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people would gener.ly not charatcteriz as a 'risk ely in sexual experiences, whereas wonen are ex 
behavior' I Ils sex difference results from the radi- petted to be virgins atmarriage and f.ithful to thet 
tally different risk Ie himor patirns of 'ltal men husbands Ihere are sote inditations that levels o 
arid women "he most tonijrehensis.e nationwide pretmarital sex aniong yolung That wolmen have beer 
study on this sublett Was the ')urs.ey of Partner increasing, but they are still Substantially lower thar 
Rtlations and Risk ot i11V Infction 171Condutted those among otitwn
 
in mit-IX), this su n y cuf 2801 men and
bei'v. -19yea'.rs ILage.d en 15 antd gahrc (ktalIt(.o men [ is he)ti'. iorail dnt hoioiiy ref~ats .i siipil y/tcteanc
infornhtiNo n 1l Iil 0elyir, theed etailed probhl '1file nunher of mentact Seeking sexual cononi outsie relationships %.'tlyeXi(Ceds 'ie suIppl)sexual partering ,i the general' "IhatpopuLtion of %omena.i lable for S, hi (ontatt it result V 
te survey found largedif rcn(es in sexual fuehas- ."%elI-autteded oniincrt1.i I se sectior of appro'x
Iorousitde narial relationships is a functiiin of sex, iiiiately 150W)0 sex ssorkcrs itmli 
iiiarital statiJ.S, intl urhlan, rural rtesidncII( e AlthougL I I out it thm Cxual outle011110t cseoit,, partof th 

110l, % absorb 
tmile 

46 ((,of single inh (St .1o urban and 44 )Ynu rural) supply probleim has beeiin addrtssed hi,ret(rutlin.
reported ha Ing sex within the p)ast 12 ii(inths, only wonmen tront neighboiring (ountries, SLlIh JsMyan-
It10'0 (f Single 5OiiiCe reporte doiLng so (2 8% or- iar and ( hmna, and from tribeulIlt oniuunities (in
b.inantI S I', rural) Although 3))(c Of urian imar- soite are.as (it tile 

0 
north nost uf tit %+onllenwirk­

nied men and 2 -I of inien reported non- tIh.,, antd[lilii r(pist 0i Ur.liimarried Ing in brothels are repit) 
sex w.ith soiimeone olher than their sp. tmse in ti.past appear in the thi medl of police raids on brothels 
yetr, only 1 3 and 0 7' o)ftcrban and rural mirried with large nunlbers iif Ilurntese sex workers, iany 
.omen, respemetis ly, did so It should Ihenoted that of whomn are alremtadyIltIV-ofccted tls may retltt 

there are aitois of1indi( Under reporting of risk be- the higher risks fatced by these womten in sexuaI ser­
hfticir hs s\oilmcn in su(h surs.eys In spetlal s i(.t i(ause iol thiir in ibility to speak Ihat or hil-
Section fur adolet,(ents, iarinre mtuale adolestcrnts ted (ontrol iif sexual Iegotiatiomns betaicase of their 
reported firstfeimale partners who %%ere friernds ir illegal Iiongratmon sattus. a t.ior often used hy the 
.ac(ltaintan(cS thain %%as t(oipatilile .\itfhlIlthe. t'r%/ Irtluel owners io matntain control ovtr Utmm'0 )Iiow le'vels tif prt'ilinirmta .t_'xrirtttt fy . l()ittn Inlfiweveltwcork poretmaitaise eotpebyoti t P lue high levels of(onimer.ial stx relported by thefieldwtrk forthcda,esen w oiit ien o esel ten i this scirsey confirm tile mupotince (if ctom­foti iris , icluas cre %oftc'n reluctttrei irtS iner t sex a in outlet (oimluertiil sex I tlit pastor high o r ftenrcint t ) wskslareportcd by 2 ? Of ur marrit menit Ntvtrthetess, thtre , a Subistntil differeic in and 9 5% of rural mllarred tltn I or single miien,the 
levels cf itsk heli.mir betweei mn and woitn in irban andtniral igurts \.t'rt' 19 5 and 38 I, respet­

melytn Comparun(, these numb'rs %.ith tue perr(cnt-
As is in ar~tablyt lile t1st' iistuits Of sexuatl be.thsi - ages rt'poirtirig se.x artsidtrriagt s that a sig­i slco\v 
ior, deteriiring the '..lmdty of self-rcpo)rtett data is nifi(it prip rtion, of I nl n usC c(lilIitI ,isex 
difTicult
1261 Gus en the muportanuc if sni Itl.i.i to eri1t's When ths.ggregat'ed bv age, the iun Iihrs 
dletermimation of risk It'celsandtvaluation (if Intt'r- ithc(oime s\en stronger t'C%-cnt tl.it a. try igh ).c­
ventliOn efft'ituveness, there renalnos i strong neetd porion iif'li men pay for ciimit'rtm.l se'x I igore 
formethtuxlliigit alwo1rk (onmparng dliffereniti iodes sfi)..s tli' pta enr.tgt' o1ifmarrit'd iItn, single iin 
for coilcting such data in I lnmd, mtlutting stlf- sliti sW'\1.1I e\p r[uoct, and Alisingle iicn sM li 1.1%C 
adiinisttred iUettionnaires, f.ictt-to-f. mtnuerv'e\. s, visited (C.\Xs in the p.istv.ar tr single notn vlih 
focus group atstssinis,u-depth interviess s sexuail e\pericnc i their 20s, this perC(.ntagC grow ,n 
Most researthers doig qu alitativtework, Such .1 t )W(' 
un-depth mintes iews, hase noted an increase in \ ill-
IIgness t Iiscci.ssh ScuisitlVt Se.ihl. in,tters on tile ,ilar high IcctIs (if sex ssorker co(nitact hat been 
part of Iualintn as the interviesw progresses and reported in a uiltuer (if iothuer stuties Icurexample. 

. rappoirtis rapor ,s :tallrI.'tcc respcintdent nd a survey of 103-i ne\[er-married men iInthemien hiadvms­hc rcpotlet 

mnter'ew'e Ihis rapp(irt andtlhe resulting open- ittt sscrker if those, hicl .a 
establishetwtsseen Itt found that 9o1%cif sexuall~y tcxIt'rit'ntel north 1271 

asex tnt, expr ssted 
ness smay h lifficult stniti- sc n th lir s tebe inure to establish In a s rker o 6 
tured mnterview Situation, tltiiugh goodcolln)l-iere sx worker in tile past ninh 'hirt uhstan­
nity prepirat (n forfield wsork and I well-designed Ithl differentes in frequency ofs siting (SWs and age 
luestionnaire can signmfit.tnily Inprove tile c lanitLs .,tfirst inter ourst ieCiv.ten students, young nil­

of obtining higher levels cif svailitdity antd relmil y tar'inncand retil tlerks Iwo (onstcript studies 
oht igher I so ahhyn y 74 7 and 81 /16ofh 121,221 in the North fiund tlhat

1'his pattern of men having a great deal of sex ct- partic ip.tts had t history of sex switl t (SCW An 
side relationships and ssomen having lttrle ts a nat- urban sample of ine in IfBangkok found that751b 
ural reflection oif traitional 'Iliat attt ides towards had ever visited sex workers 1281 1here are indt­
imale and femnale sexuality Soctcal exi'ciations are cations that these pertenl.,ges im.y be sonmewhat 
that men will be sexually active and will seek van- lower inrural areas, perhaps because of decreased 

q
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tiomen IIoweet'r, the number of (sWs reported 
by the Venerea.l isea,.e Dili.iun ha.s 4mnl wnhiV
 

.1 Slight decl ine 4o er lilt-alie tle' Ill'SC .ppar­
entlv inOllpatble resulIt it .44 re'siult Irn anoteicr 

liphenomenoin I t fIorims, iii N(' Il'hlli the ,'e\ ik 
1".ey of. "'4 irk 4lntiti( rIliBngkokil v. 	 lf',14' d 

l tt Ihat Ret (r'.,'1 ti'o, .l'. part i the Mil 
lInt'let in i iP(i'etin \Ile'e.irtlhCP'.e'o irkers' 
InI Ir.n' ewer brothelI.i'tlimsion I 01.le, ,'it' 

\tt i in Il 1A99),. \herei'. therefound I)1 th.n 
%%t I 4m indirtil te4', mtl4h.i,rest.u4rants., .ilt'. 
indl kir.Inke bIMI'SItk ,ime44.)141 t Iie'.S inimdire 

+hltc (it
hm~lcIt'cr t hi'nls, itlI si hor the numbe~tr 

1
ig.1. It't.rc4.4ig . of4Ii ! iIM migt, Xh an .ingI .iih 4 ht' ' liotlt lilt(, hut li' ntlliht'roiii 't'\ '.\ rker . to
 
etxual v.+)44'ril'1(vi C ' it-lio41i1g e i r,441 t
111 minni ii'( flit lli.lllllll anll4ti
 
4,I4. 12In10i141k 4.ilj4lt'hitit . ll . il 4144 lJh111'
14444 n 4n 

Pt'nl Wt.l4ht l V1 l!'4j4 FI T O 1 ' lt'i4tI '.t'\ hfli li of tt'n
. . 141( 414I~ii14 lnly444444V.h44h vl 4 iiilI Sil t't t' hullk the ,ht 

i ' 44444444t ti4h 1 1A L I l Illil.in i. ld t 4.Itt.t'rl4'iai if4.i.t1on 	 .4'4.tiiI hi'ii 1litetiii' '444i14i llt .iiidnlo t'lnitliml(n it 

r Riitiiin', and4 Risk (it 1 iniiriltt i.il prtlmu.lritll
' of I',it 	 I Ij 171 of 14 etr.m -imi arlt.linl 't'\ 

nml livIilnlol~l Js Importantil InlIilll I M Vl.t,+ 

pt i.ill tor tilm 4% ii somt'le IH.im mn'4ile n1i.irrltd 

In l lin.4t4, 1t'4rCli4t' l i4 .'r1 ill or I r lt ­ii4r4 ho4iti nits, 4upipolilrt o llr' noll4%%l\.It'di. l.'tlln.i [ 

14in444'. il glg(444llllt'4t iil N'\ it's .it1444t>le lit 11 t'I' s'egmnt' i4 ofsol '
IcIt W %i.t',illhit'll4r 441 l. ,some
 
It1on 1121rep' ilt l t.r .it.4 hn
4 lr eperli. 4.41 %iit( '\\ .llter 4.4ik 441 V.hilt' lId.t Inlilt'
 
11.14' It4'.), litit lit i 4 44 1h t' tI. d it i41I lt)hit'lle 44181lht',l'I III, ill.lit
)I l\ '.t'Ill .ill.1 l t q V.4 i 	 .,'.tiit\\ Ilrrit'4d
 
IS.R (41.i( N\\' iriiiiril'. 4\hit 1i lh i+t t i.i4 4 l itd tili It'.itn (4411.44 h g Ill.'
4 t'ulht' 44 '..tcl t14 t 4 Ir1141 
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workers in the inix of toiiiner hul.and non-cominer 
iaidp.irlners in the Itemssorks I hese coil plc stxu,il 

networks link perceisted low-risk' women into the 
(onimtrclal sex netmsorks thnugh their ii e p,in-
ners InIMost ciAses, these. "OHomenIre IlI.S%,Ire Of 
theo tiler ,mmiisties (if their p.inntr ind iniy iio) ses 
lthenlscles .is it risk for IIIV it'fet o Ihere ire in-
dlcatlons froiii olter silcics under wiv that these 
co(nplex sexu,il net ci irks n.v he the rule r.ther 
than the exception tr I liaI men 

\\'Itll soit hIt esensi c scti.il net'% irks, coilnIOii re 
essentiil to slim ng ite spreild of I lY in llinl,icd 
'Sit tilhI',irl d.Ils ift the tpI. in, the go ern-
inent liis proiiitedl the ltstrtMion ,h1d isc if con-
linis i (oitinerca l sex iggrc'ssielI In tIc' .inncr 

Rel.itions 171sunv, unlv 13 20o oh male henls O sex 
%cirkersreponecd .ils,as cising (,0diiiiis in itniier-
(i sex In 19.)i, the %iIlll]ol Illedlii effcticncss 
siciclY fkittnd t1 'H')s of it'n having tiinicri.il sex 
reported alIc n,s using inl(dons (V liiiigtha , per-
sonjil tonlintuincm ion, 11,). 0 Altholiugh sOiite Oufthis 
imre.ise tiiav he i-shi 0c relpmrtng li.ms c.icused lv 
ite extensive pronotion iif (ondoiis n,1i1tiii1 ide, it 
is cle.ar hmit ciindoiui use in ciIIIIIercIl en ic ntcrs 
his inmreised clr, nhitit alliv Ihe~s t'r, the li(t stir-
%N foucnd Ih.it '-io of in.iit respiondents reportcd 
tic'\ cr using ci itlitiislindn ni ncilller l (.isorl sex-
i.ii ct~inters I his is ,I retlcction iof lic' tict ti.it 
(och 	 iidois ire' genr.iI , nsit'red iot ippripri­

r (Onr iic scx llti l.i.ilt' o i Ia l " et.i th.in for s''. .I r 
tionhtp In lut' P.Itncer Reluitins stirt, 1-8,, f 
rtspOndtnts ,igre'ed thu (i)nclotiiis ct rc' siitlilt' fior 

su.m p.rtnc'rs, but onl ii ' iigr ccds ith this ftor .i 
spoiciuSctertr'gul.ar pirt lcr (illci li uusc' frt contr.i-

teption bv ni.irrled (oilts is 1toss. 1 less th.in 5o 
In light of the .ipp.irt iittlplc'xllv of lihi sextiill 
networks, thle'sc' nutb'rs gise .nst' for toncern 
Ihis con ern is heighttntd I , the si fir union-

firited ScispictOS of soini riC'st'lriers tiativ 

tiltn %cIo report LC,lstng c stis Ii ( S%\s IIIi le 

tnlgglng In c.is.il sc tx%Ill itherfcti.il' p.irtlntrs 
%s1hv 110t1 c1irl t list is ilcCI r it(Islc'rccd 
threctning to ire rc'l.ititnship 

AIsit i f cciiiii(otcrert I se, rc'glonitI virltlons 
ii tclom use in cio niterc . se\ hiiclicti tc'been 
in solinc sudics A studyV it ctiolli icise lV ht %fil-
1str of Public I .lc.ilhin 19t)0 found lti cOncin cisc' 
%.is lowest in the south with drt'c I c', hritlhcl- tir 
t.-hicicS' Iscclt. Scx %ci rkcrs aich lowest in li' 
( cntr.iI region tlith idirt( I ftor et\.iniple, ir- otr 
rt..iirint h.isccl) .sex %irk'rsci 13d Ilt' r~cnt stir-
sty of sex workt'rs by t]hil.dongkorn I nitersity 
131found thut sc' wirkc'rs i thc nirth rc'potcd 
.alcys cising condonis 8S', of ti' ttlic', ctonipair'cd 
ccith 2-M, of sex workers in the sio hI t h Of tins 
cliffere'nce is .ittrliuteld to the fbi t thuit iimnc hcnts in 
the south .ire front M..i.iysi. .icItitay not iMsc liec'n 
.is exposed to intercention iile'ssages a,, Ihlii clients 

One final f.Lictor thit enhilnces the risk ol'Flhi nen ib 
use of .ll diohl in c(onjuntion with cominertil sex. 
One study 135i1foLund ithit high Ievels of ,alcohoI 
consuipt ion vcre aSsNiMiClted \sith frequent coln­
nt1rtial sex knother prospectit study 1361 linked 
I1oho0l lse clil inc r.tised risk for IIIV serotil(ner­

sion in clients of ( ;N As I ordhaimn 1371 discusses, 
akoh,ol serves .in iipiri.ini role in i.le soc.il rela­
tlions I "hJl1.Ind, esipCtally in riral .tirc.is A ituil olf 
e.,iting ,ind driking oltn prtccedes a grOtlp of men 
iiting .i hroti'l together a is cionsilderecd to lie es­

sentiIl tor deep rielndshlip [i lnt.ns ili the mien 
.ire oft'n hidnnk it the tlittlc they sisit i brothel In 
Vanincldingh.nu V1 al's study 1271, 351o of men in 
tire north report t usu.lly drinking before visiting i 
stx %corker,aind 76 ) rcLported drinking heore their 
List si ist In i nlitair stuiy in tle north 1381, 51 39 
reported usu.illy or .ilsc.ys drinking before going to 
hroiliels Sex workers ive often reported difficulty 
in getting drunk cusiouners to usec t(inclins, so utlch 
of the in resecd risk if IIIV infction is probhlly :ns­
sot thted with loser lecl, of conhoin ise by drunk 
iten In one study of 11)0 inle clients in 1990. the 
most connion reasons for not using condons in­
i. lulect concloins did not 11ih e that, n.itUr.il feeling, 
tlire iien thioiight the sex workers wert chise.ise-free, 
the iiien were drunk, or there was no condoin al­
.ibHe I itl 

S-
Sex tourism 

N.ny of the c.irlicst c.ascs o All) in I lu.ind vere 
issoci tct 'Iith oIitrse.ls triv'l by -lhatsor contic 

%% wtre tourists,ith fortign n.tition.ls, iminy of Whoin 
ctlthin the (ountr' it 1-21 Ihis pl'rception of AIDS 
i .i famtig (toreigncr) prob'l, whiis might neg-
Itis clv ttc t iouril. deliycc early intervention ef­
tis InI i pcpuittis 11e'ntl.-inst.ile (if focuis-
Ing on lire intriidutlion ot I IIV frot torctign soIrcc's, 
reports oii ttristin mid IlV it) llil.inc h.live turn'd 
io the issue of risk to itorists front Ihtii (.SWs )e­
spc'e plhl i(t ti l ' ghi's CCls of IIVit fection 
in t S%,\'s,nin, toirists tontinute to ssit them, in 
sotm tic'.sc , re'suliting ii IllV infct liin Noont el at 
I l rcpon 22 aiscs sitec 1989 in wth h'-terosex­
U.1 ct1ii.it \ltlhn Iliilind cc.is the prob.ihule niode 
oif Ir.instnisstotn. 17 iif these (.scs Occurred in ]9)1 
'Ind 1992 .erittvpiig of I hiV str.ins ii J.ipan 1441 
hits deletct'd rulieroLs hirc'.gn n.it iinais .ind five 
I.lp.mnc'St itiet tuftc iIith lHimgentype A, two 
tf lint n wtir inlec lai.pn, inc.iting the roleC'rc i 
of both inttri.itiin.il trlsCI aiid Ithigenous spread 
in IIIV tr.instnissin 
lue se\uaim risks tjikcin iIVtourists hive Aso been id­
dressed in sevcr.d stuihes Kleih'r .ind Wilke 1451de­
sribed ,i stirsey of Gc'rnn iourists who hid sex 
in foreign tountries ind focinh less tiSin 5(MNof 
the Itle httroseXci.ils Used condoiis ind nuny 
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had contracted S',Ds through their activities Many of the puhlic-hcalth establishmtient '[his shift of inter­
had spouses or regular partners in their hoiie tourn- vention eniphasi, resulted fron the conparaliVelv

tries .ind generally did not use, ondorns with then, fe\\ newly diagnosed IIIV-infected nen reporting
thus potentilly placing them _t risk In .i study Of sex whll other men i s .I risk f.stor (only 1 -I%
 
young Au straltans trachng to Iliailand, Mulihall It of AIDS .LieS through Aug,, 1993 listed hoito

al 1461 refported th.t 70 30 ot 'en s.id tlei, n ight SC\u.lhty or bisexu. ity .is , isk fat tor) Another

has.e s 
 cualsontiact whie In the (ountrv, .lthough (ontrihuting tastor vas that AlIthough the general

78.'i,0 ,.1id thev would use' condo•nis I(X ' (if the Ihim attitude towards nen haling sex with nen
little it having sex there In s(ontrast. a ntd Iw is pero issise, thcse heh.is iors Ire not openly dIs­
tle Institute of I'ipul.itiJin Studies Ott st \ wirkers cussed in Iml.t soscitV As 
 I result, 01mnl)a handful
In the South of Itatlh.nd, wshio h.ive predomin.intly of Studies ha.c (Iastually loeCUScd 
 oi the hiela.oral

(90o) Ma.ilsitian and Sing.poirean (tisIuniLrs, ound risk, AIDS knowsledge atnd seroprcs.ilnte lesels in
that oniv 2 i% relfyrted always using .i condoni 131 hotntSC\uA1,htsCxu.ilimn I his Stands in stark t(on­
J.tpanese incin visiting thaiind trequentIv use t(On- trast to the I ried 
 t.its .ind pi.tr, ot I trope, s.hcre
niertl sex servit et fllthhigh le%els sf tondoin use perhaps the inat.oritv of bCha iur.il, n(,Il ard epi­
on initial tontaict I,?) I losser. the AI)'S knos - deniilogit.I Studies tth.v hecti .niong g.iy men
 
ledge of these inen "s.asp x ind tl
r, lod )ll useIwais otten dis-,.ot inued .litter rtepe.s sd \.i•'sts tithc i rs. ei ftotisxaIi''t~ enttslea.iste is t torkcr on i ,1 fet sudiCs In the Partner171,3 1" (el.tions studyuif men Said their (urretnt gener.il sexu.l
IIcsc ,tudiCS highlght (he ongoing need for inter- experietis(e insidcd b)oth lien .inJ soisc, tille

\entions to cluatC tra.iS Oerson he risk OifIhIV inld 
 0 2() Said it ins ohlCd estIsisisly intn I hiiMay Ihe
sI'D asistsi,tt inIioreign setings .ind lie pmtir - in understiii.tEC bClusC it the rtlst.lnte to0 t­
tli inOfL01t(ioi1 n.se Miore resisltante to these pro-
 sLiss these hehlaiors A LI.tr ititiale (onrlnpts itt
gr.ami, hiskcl to he fotnd frot tosuriit .iLut(ori- the north 1591found that 25 0(. had Some pre% ious
ties aind tr.is L agentlcs, \ Ils h t.ir resWsts Its It 
 saIte-sex e~pert'ncc, witlh Ii "'l repoting either Ili­
touristi as .i resuIlt ot AIDS edlmatuon 
 progr.lins sclis or retcepLCi anal initerssOUrse ICiesC results
than froti trils'cltrs ,hcitsekl• Fss -501 (niecr et (./ titti.ite thatl hligh-rsk hoitoseslsi. lehtas or is not
I 11repored tiiti Safer Sex interention with tri el- onfined 
to those wh, report hl tog rel4ul.ir tn.le 
ers .it i iIntesro.tin.i slrepamtre lounge :n Glasgos ptners
Airp rt s is sweillas eptet A fes' b havioral Studies ot ile b.r workers have 

bCeil sonduIti d 156-,581. ind the sentinel Survesi­
lants. system gaithcrs scropres.ll'nce data on iialtMale homosexuality and bisexuality workers in four tourist-orietied psistntcs 'liese
 
data hise onsistsntly show\ n liws'r levels of prev.i-
Ilie c.rie tases of AI)S in lh.il.tid were prethsn- Ionsc 
 it t.ile CSWs than in feni.le ('SWs ( 14-1501

inantIl in homosexuiail or hisexualIien 1521'Ihrsugh in une 1992, \\ lien tite fin.lIL (,sW rate s o'.issn .i\ ­septctiher 1986 15 ot the tirst 1 AIDS .ind AIDS- crage 2Wo%n.tioiwtli) Male btr swork'rs, ho\ ever,

related stiOiplsx css in Ihl.ttlnd . 're hinsiOss'\til 
 armin a high-risk o( tiUpition, .ire pre'tlonaintly liet­or hisexua I t *0,41 h well14u '11)], .wssas thtis/5cd crosexuiil in srientation, frcqt ntIv v',isit (USW's, ant

in fths' l i 
 c.i .inl ted pllhI ic pert s'tion if tlere'fore slannot he sionsilerest representative of the,IDS Jts ,I hOIuIOseXU.tll 'hISC\U.tldiCsC 1531 Otn threentire hioe~utl/tise'xual popul.tion Aside froim 
pOItlICilde, thi1 pUbhitry rC'Sulcd in numerou in- har soirkers, no data on scropr'censce .iniog tlL'nterlention s eitng st.etCd li gay hars and .ittenp,s s istloIa5 ' sex \%,itll Iten are .,tllable 
ltade t ii rnm en who h.td sex with othe ir tosmn 

of the risk f unpr testet intErs(ourse1'5-581 On th nlien done towith stnegative side, the prcluitha es t,mt sisesuh at, inIS s 7 i n in i nohtheston AID)S .is,
ngdtia e gaye, n .tlllnre'ed iaS y tt tustfy oes'ro- urla n ar'a in early 199)1.exu,tl risk i'i a llors 

1601.tound high raites ot 
parnner emh.inge, (onlplex Sexuil networks, and se­rtnousdefects in AIDS knosledgs 'hie mean numberAs the attention shifted ti CSWs .ind their ients, of partners in the preteding year s'as 29 t eaian,

homosexual/,hisextlt.i itien ret ed less attention in eight), with -t06 Indicating •more thtn 10 pairtners,
tie Thai nation.l prograin Betw,een 1989 and 1991, 12 7% reported both tale .otd fein.le partners in\aruitIS interventions wsere organied to gay bars by tlt' pr(eding year and only 12 4% of those with
gay-onnted grotups such as I ACl and the orgarn- xclusi'vly tale partners repircId having a hssr
/ation of gay bar owners 154-581 'The .linistry of only 'ltie remainder reported sex with stmes conbt-
Public Ilealth's Vencreal Disease )m'ision also pro- tation of lovers, friends, str.ingers atid sex workers
vided outreach, educ.aton, ,and condom distruhutton Almost half of the sample had at least one malor mfi,­to gay bars. Ilowever, siose 1991 men vwhohave sex untterstanding of AIDS that coul predispose thenwith men have hecome almost Invisile in the eyes to behtavioral risk, such as becliestg that AIDS was 
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curable or tould not be tr:nsmitted to the instrit Blood transfusion, however, las now been removed 
partier in trial inter(ourse as an impIortant route of iYIVtransmission because 

Although it I, itipossil to gentrale from th.is 
of tile introduction of widespre.id antibody testing 
ini 19H lhrough 31 August 1993, ( 69o of reported 

Study to i natIon\'. id" lctl, it mdit.ites %cry lugh AIll), cases i '.Ililand %Vre.ttusetd by receipt of 
le el' of IfHV risk iwh.t~iorIi at Ic..t One urh1an 11,i bhod prldu t', [21 Ilo.,tcr.i tau. of the high 
hlotosetal, bise.ual popul.ation l)5i. 11(tifs %%ith lt ItLt. t Of ntw inet lions In a r.ipidly growing ept­
kty inft rtiints In tit h(nIleIIt'\tl.il lit'\tliltl 11- dein, Soie rtseartiers beatntlc (ontterned abou 
munitv In Bangkok al',o indilte that high It'cl tclo IIIV transtissnin i. I lliV-ncgliit'e blood tollttted 
partner ext hange and l IV e\It'S Otf (0(1(111li t Ill 
,tiaii Itr( )lure Iii1 he I prolbltlm In SOI1il ttil '115 

during tfit' %ti1ll\i(\\ pcrldI I(before sentr (Inversion 
Ieports if infet tion fronm IfIX-teghtot' bliod sa m­

mif IfIt tilnuiti there, p.itu ilarl .lliolng 'ou gcr pit's () ,,1 Icd t0 tilt inStloliln (If p21- intigen 
inc .nd tho.t rc r metlarrt d roni plotkint. l It- st(rttiling for HlOod in 19)3 i is estimated that 
C'aSIi om 1992 Sun tv If ifihrt' gay baras i Ilangkoik (0) t.se-s of i 1 t-tr.infLiuSIm llV itfet tn in . rt prt­
(nientimined inll ), 5,V (If iflt' st''. irkcrs rej orttd % ntt .innually hI -( welling .ill Ilood dontt.itions for 
at least (nt' 1itte OfIuLnprot teL inst It[%V Ir re- *iluigcl l(l5 
tptit. a.inal ,ntertOurein ht prtt tf cai mtalr. oISlio 
.itit g thit s(ile iOf tht'ir thitnts (tiltlILlt' toi t 'et'ltrril 

in hIgh-risk htlia ilors Istil t're Im kof infoiirini-

t101 al tJ hl it'en \liii itt'1 tx tt ith ett SfIllultI 
not he ion,'trued .I% the Ilit k of . prJllltiil [the 

t t~lnil~t 

Ift prit ltt' of t.hmnr salf Wtis sit\\t r in 
giining ,itt ptalc Il If1.iml.md, p.irly bt'tistl't figh 

'tl (if risk it liti. Imi lt iliiailt lppl tlon woiuld 

rtsult i dtttrr.d of I l.irgte p'crtt'nt.Igt' Oif.inolil do­

Il.ilt ilns If f.ittimrs sitl h .li sc'\oall (ont.att withS(,WS 
%\\reuset.t' s lMre imh't.t' .ond t'lisicr to .iscert.iin trl­
ttWr )ldUM M ttt li(Cte Hoo(d Suprply ,,ih,,tantially 

Ior c\.lnll it' .Ki t.i plrn 'l l( 1 t'1tmi .itt'd that 
using St'\ .I .gt- .ii" tleft'rr.al trilteri.i t t~Lpture 

Injections and blood traisfusion thost' Ii tie mth,\t pcrli ouil fiatt rsulteid 
i tilt' hiss fl31 21',.of IlIM lt g.ltlt don.itions in 

,Medit.iI praLtt itt's in' o n]g iniet t 1(1 tan bie c\ - 191 ) antd 1991 Atlthiig I pIsit t'l' enerta dists'e 
tretll tfie tnt In tr.nsmittin liV i sterilt' s rt',t'.r(hIldorat.mtur( t\'l)l(i I test result redut t d this 
rill t's ant idlCS .ir' lot Ust't Although the t' i t) I , If negatictt' fotin.tll s At prt'tnt, those 

risks ,ir' %\ llelf nktm n0 In lI t' tithi .iI t( liillinity in V. 11hih .\ risk fithl Iiri.rt t'itlmtlr.iOgtt iot t) il-

I hilnd, tftr I'iS oit' c itf%ti e tfh.it IIt'( tlitl ass) Iflt bhod (lint eros .if (lt protc( t off tili' rights 

iI.attf risk Illy Still t'rst (IIlImtft' ilt' ftriiil Iiitdi l of tIll infctttt'(d .itl tilt' it' (If hliitl th irntuon .1s .in 

S.stt'tnl In .i reptn oin AIDlS ctttiin atn.itgns IIX\-St reenmog nitthfod for hugh-risk p'iiple ltd tft 
in ift' riral nourtht'ist Il IItIf 191), Iltlltn 1121 1l.11 Rttd ( rs Suit it't to'1 t0thhflish I fal.ndt s first 

dt'trlbes tlit' pr itl(t. of IOtLAlilttlt(im idtlr' .it ntIUMlS Itt'sting thni. In 1991 ( , Anontymnoius 

whoimart us.uiill riot trained iltltdl pruft'ssioi.ls, tt'st litit .shattsin(c t1t'n t'blt.ismhefttfd nationwide 
hiit \lii gin'. it' (t' lnis o f s1i.il sn . dirlltt ottigsll 
ni rul \il.lutrs I t it fttheir Iiit (hlrgts, thelir 
\ illingnt'ss to i.kIlllist th.ills, tht'ir .ut(pt.llnt t' 

of dt'ftrrt'td or Inst.lmt'nt pu .inis,i( tlt' I\1 
Il.trs-' t.t',lrt' Iti .i0 lit tllphtS .10n1 inlruoslt .imi
lagelsin rdrestfiurt' ifm itlsoi((Im hm tht.an ifst- if-
itg.usit'ttIl n thi Itrs, rt'tl.ihn pital tlr Iht.iltt 
In Ivttlttiin s, ,tt'. ts ( intt t tlts tl.iint'dIItu 

If 

Conclusions 
Conclusions 

lit' Iai popultin Sfhow5,high levels of know­
'tgt'itl III ant AII)'-, hut m.ijor iustonteptions 

.pfultartft tlrat..u. thtlios' .it risk for it persist 
theyvn) lo)ngter re u, .ti l" .andSyrigt.s. iltlt' iesI .irt lrini.ril i thit .urt'.earsof casual Itr.n,­

%illlgtrs S.aiidthat thty thdi A third tlt'lnstr.itt'ifd I 
tetrlh.1llln (CItMhn(tLt" hI leLI 1t ( IC.11 nICtdles, lIe-' 1iis-1in.o) rrsk 

ntt.ins of r( mt'ttn, .und sell-p'rtepttons
"11,+CIMltltlnl0)hgl(Ai] i-atttern..obsced Il 

Itwc n t Ihtnts tHi.mi w a rslt'r\, inct'l ittt tt Iln .ni(th r 

rtport oin st'\ w )ktrs .i Khin Kan In N(\tn.lln ttr 

1)(1. Ichilc 'i e,' (i11 ftund th.ii usng inlclthlt' 

(intr.it t'pt 'e t. i',V i,,.i(tlt'tf w'itflI ll itt ttln in 

.l Iogisti( regression .in.tlysts it gCnCr.Il It'lit'f Of 

tfile If1.1i pumptulItion 1:1(Ie t'ffit~ Of [Il s j 

.i inedal trt'.meniti makt's it Imptoxirtalnt ii .o ftress 

tht',se unsift' inletiin praittttt's In the nttions\idt, 

Survty of Parnt'r Rel.tions 171,38 IV of Inil .nd 

,st'roipretA'. tit t tf.it.u art i(insistent with t ldi. ioruI! 

siit' ilts Itii tng .i ittilt poipul.ation with ]tigh levels 

of IIIV St'xtu.l risk i t hai.or \iiio plautt thteir wit\ts 

.antl girlfriends at risk ((o l ti 'rtL.il ,sex fhas' clearly 
Ibcen thte dminant fittr itn the early phlses of tht 

lit'tt'lost'exu.l t'ptdetii, tfrit cin by the tonsidtr.lhle 

tffft'rt'n.tt' fot'tt't'n tii.lit' .mai t'in.d seil\le .lAtt'lt y 

els, '.tltS ,i.ppISi sex-worker populIaton with 

hitgh ontact nuntiors and .i large thent f.rse 

13 IL, of -wolen reported re_'it'itng .1t lt'.t ()leitli- Iln futurt', hiwet'tr, nonc(onmnmercihl tasual contacts 
lettion in the past year by men are likely to .issutoe a much larger role in 
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IIIV ti-ansmission Although it has been difficult to 
gathe, conclusie inforiation on levels of feiale 
premarital and extramarital sex, there are sufficient 
indications that it is occurring frequently enough to 
justify intensifying intenrention prograns targeting
these women Iparticularly t rltlcall 
lhlis ItatlIS 


of the high levels of I V infection in young 'Ilia[ 
men and the low levels (of ondoni ue inthese 
n nconicnrcial casLal encounters 

Condit ust. has risendrainatically in omtnirthl 
sex, hut there is still iore to Iledone Men's beliefs 
in their ibility to screen partners forIt V or selet 
sex-worker estalihments forclearliness and high
le els of alcohol use present tormidable harriers ti 
further increasing condoiii use IUffcti e strategies 
that target these Isues be des eloped and till-u imust 
plentented. Many tourists are placed at risk or place 
sex workers .it risk by continuing to,sit ,eworkers 
and refusing to us" ondois Prograiis must Ie dc-
eloped to teach th i tie risks and encourage them 

to use condiis Little is actually known about risk 
behaviors or seropreval 2nce in homosexual and hi 
sexual men In the ali'ence of infornmation, it is moore 
difficult Itjustify, pimiote and evailcitc intertn­
tions tere is a clearneed for research asessitrg 

these men's risk and whait iinsitciteS elftC'tlle In-

tersention in their c iiiii iunititc's I Inl.lily, thtcrc niaiy 

still Ihe suLstaintial trannilssiOrl problens %%,th in 

;ecting dotors in rural
sltuatioins Researcl (oupled 

with iiiteiViiitoons that work silth the inlectiig dhic­
tirs to inprose their sterile pratt( cs arc needed 

A numher of resildential, e,oninn( anld (ttUrlsicoti 
factors must also h e considere, I in addressing tlie 
c'pideiiic here are regiional valriato ins in levels oif 
risk bthavior, condon useicand seroprevalence Uur-
ther research is needcd to clarify filc' cutural and so-
c:cdiOniiiic fators that inflluence these dlilferences 
and clcterininethey afiect locally relevant in-liri 
tervention dcsign Rural single nlen report almoist 
as high i level of coillleri.ialse'x .is their uirban 
(ounterpart%, hut lhmcr levels of c(ionliti use Yet, 
to date, miost resrlurces for and efforts at interven-
tion have been (oncentrated ii inure Urban areis 
this has often ledto a ruralpert eption of AI)S .s 
in urban problei increased efforts to reaich rural 
people in the villages .%here they live are essen-
tial I he une(lual sex roles of men and %%omen create 
conditions pronmoting cotmmonlercial sex and high-risk 
encouiters IFor example, vonien traditionally have 
strong obligations to stipplln iheirparents l'or those 
coining fron poor sillages with little or no ecluci-
tlion, conmercial sex miy ippear in attractive alter-
native Young men, increasingly turning away from 
ctommercial sex, may be seeking nore nonconiter-
cial casual female partners To address Issues such 
as these requires ivariety of interventtons, includ-

n nu and occupational oKnowledge.ing increaing eucaiocupatl oppr-
tunlttes for young 'Ihai women and providing "hai 

adolescents with the skills needed to negotiate sex­
ual abstinence or safer sex N%lththeir peers
 

I he .1hai IlIV epidemc is far from iwer Rik levels 
appear to have dcreased in men, hut there .Ire still 
suhstantial levels of sexual risk ]ltes of incre.ise in
 
the ilY level'
of 21-year-ol toncrpts ha e slo%%ed
 
soiewhat, hut they are still rates of Itt eae and
 
represent suhstantial nuibers of tie\\infections inl
 
hiiimen every ye.ir IecaulSe of tilegri)l Ing reset­
uir of mfetecd men, risks to lha i %olnen are i­

tiuallv increasing witn lttle, espe tally for imiarriled 
s,oien,who have little negol.ating power but a 
strong ohigation to li.ie sex with their liMusanf, 
'liailind has made progress in the battle against
AI)S, hut until the 'Ilhapeople bectome convinced 
of their uisn risk, itotivated to .isoid risks, traimed 
in the soc itlskills to proltect themselves, and cboose 
to protect thetselves, IIIV will continue its rapid 
spre-ild through the country 
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