) o ;. o s "} v/l' ‘r“ ‘-
f / - ;o i a
N cMy
i -

79505

CAMEROON,S FOOD CONSUMPTION
AND
CONSUMPTION PROJECTIONS
BY
NKWAIN SAMA J. (Ph.D) (TEAM LEADER)
AYISSI MBALA J. P. (Ph.D} AND
NJWE REUBEN M. (Ph.D)

K

UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT



i

TAWCIYTIVE CIVI AT

Consuindion studiss for a country like Cameroon,
are e.pacstel o

food needs: ol nusritional

strate;iocs study for

Cameroon Yo

P07, Ve afedy mavealed b

PR v
rich in crrolrartsss and voor in Linide snzd nroteins
tel s iatnlzle require-

And

l.l
5
o
'y
"
Q
<

Cnl-r 70 o %l

e in wors vo thie ralatively

Q
~

P S B4
SR Hre R

S0 ¢: oo and

L pmolucts and part

tis ZCgm/pcrcon/ﬂay Tecom-

oniy 50.bg/dzy/porson azve

L

ive years were renorvod

anacrni- althorghthe notionel per capita consumption

of 3%m:g of i?on/ﬁay is mueh igher than the recom.eanded

RS

e nercistence of aznaenic

~

daily intzlre of 5. 3ms.

condisions ~iven cuch

cell in sewara’ ntwrés of thoe country. Jocpite this
“eelioround, Ceoleroon, as indicated Tty itso

suficiency ~nd co=ngzouontly

policy =g "couasolidoting lood


http:s-ociakeosrcitsa-.ns

id

ensuring food security". However, she seelts to improve

the nutritional stotus o. aer poople through increased

0]

production; appronriate policies, intensifiod animal
and fish production, improving food qualiiv and

reducing post~harvest losses,
(%]

This oitudy reveals that cuantitatively Cameroonts
average per cznita daily consumption of 1./t20gz comes
mainly from roots, tubers and other starchy foods as
shown by tle daily per canitz intalke of 455 grams from starchy
foods, 725 grooms from cerculs, 2i3.5 gramns Sromn alcohoiidce
drinks, i82.0 grams from fruits and 109,0 grams from
vegetahle « Contribution by all the othe:r important
food groups is rather small. Over 503 of what is
produced is consumed by the »roducers. The crop products
most heavil:; consuned, as suown by their per capita

annual comnsurption, aro plantains, cossavae, maize, and
millot/sorghum, in order of magnitude. Thoso least

consumed =re Deans, Irish potatoes, and vams, in ascendin
’ L 2

order of masnitude.

The curront per canita consumption is 10,05kg for
cow meat, 2.03izg for sheep and goat meat, 1.93kg for
pork, 1.,33l:g Tor poultry, 1.09%kg for dairy products,
0.52Izg for egzs, <Z.0kg for game meat, and 9.00kz for fish.
While all those are projected to increase by the year
2000, cov meat is cxpected tn drop to 9.76xkgs while
game meet drons to 2.37kgs/person/yeir.

The major supnliers of all food crons are the South
Weost, Centre, Morth est, and Jest provinces in that

ordery as onposed to the llorth, Adamawa, and Zxtreme
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North provincos which supply the least. However, the
three llorthern provinces, the Yest and the Horth Vest,
dominate the supply of cercals while the Centre, South
Vest, Norti iest, Tast, “fest, South, and Littoral, in
that order, arc the major suppliers eof s+ reiyy foods,

Only o5 of Camoroon's food demands nve satisfied
and only two food groups - the starcihy foods and fruits/
vogetables satisfy 100% of their demand, Tie demand
satisfaction rate for meat/fish is 74,1% with fish
contributing very significantly. Prejections to the
year 2000 indicate high shortages for rice, wheat, and
plantains, Incrcasing shortages arc also projoected for
all meats, cizcepting poultr,, whosc supply is cxpocted
to increace considorably. Given such cxpectod shortages,
Cameroon is also unfortunately expected to depend on
imports to bridge the demand-supply gapse The study reveals
thiat import demand for rice, beef, poulviy and tinned
meats can De cut down by raising import »prices.,

On the other hand, domestic production coulcd cut down

the importation of beef, itinned meats, and dairy products
but unfortunately will not be able to influenco the
importation of rice, vegetables, poultry and fruits,

In addition to the vzlue of what is home produced
and consumed, the annual per capita expenditure on food
in Cameroon is 39,027 francs with most of the food
budget spont on cereals, meat, fish/crustaceae/molluscs,
fats and oils, and drinks/tobacco, in that order.

Whereas no significant difforcnces exist betwyeen food
oxpendituros of households from difforent socio-profos-

sional groups, there are regional differences in tho
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oxpenditures of housoholds. These arise from tho foeding
habits of the differont agro~ccological zonos and from
the nature and quantities of what they procuce, which
togothor influence the food cxpenditure nirTucture of
their households. HNeither prices nor ool quality woro
shown to affcct the struoture of householid food
expondituires. Although the rate of food consumption by
the producers is high (50%), it was shovm that consumors
(non-pruducors) in cach production zonc mostly depend
on, spond on, and consume the food products originating
from that zone -« hence the consumption oexpenditures on
each food gsroup are high in the high production zones
and low in tlic low production zones. Howover, shifts

in consumption patterns hnvo boen obsorved in the urban
centres of Yaounde and Doualn whore inter-regicnal
contacts prevail between coexisting houseliolds of
diffoerent rezions.

Apart frowm rice and bread whose prices are similar
in rural and urban centros, thore exist considerable
differences noetween urban and rural pricos with urban
prices generally higher. Diflercnces in the retail
pricos of foodstuffs could be explained by transportation
costs from their sources of supply, but in tho major cities
such differences are also due tc demznd and other
factors. Although officially prico rogulations and
control exicit, thoy are inolfective and it is tho forces
of demand and supply that dictato food prices in the

various marizots. Such prices have been showm to exhibit



yearly, seasonal, daily and somotimes hourly variations,
Price differonces over time in tho vardous towns generally
oxhibit fluctuating and rising trends for mosi food
products, As illustrated by real and nominal pricos

for Yooundo, price changes over time fo: mnost commnodities
are basically duc to inflaticnary forcec. However,

those for corecal, legumes and some voegeitn:los could bo
explained by demand, supply and other factorse.

Price projcctions show rising trends for maizo,
cocoyams, plantains and cassava, wiile declining trends
are exhibited by groundnuts, bread, onions, rice and
tomatoes,

Yaounde prices for plantains, maize, cassava, and
cocoyams are shown to bo rather rigid - thoy oexhibit
inelastic price clasticities of demand. Yam prices on
the other hand are highly clastic while those for riceo
and boans aro unitarily clastic. Apart from rice and
perhaps wheat, most foodstuffs aro easily substitutable,
The price and substitution effects influcnce the con-
sumption of most foodstuffs. Incomec offeccts are positive
for rico, wheat, and honcy/sugar but insignificant for
most othor foods except for cow meat, poultry and
stimulants wihich have unitary income nlasticity of
consumption., Thio effoct of increoased income on starchy
foods is negative but insignificant, Rice and bread
play a substituting rolo in the face of price incireases
for other foodstuffs,

I% tho long run, rising food prices are cxpected to
increase consumption expenditure. Wherceas, in tho

short: run rising; prices arc shown to advorsely affaect
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the nutritional well-being of consumors and producers
alike, and especially the health of the low income
groups. Long~run offocts are however expccted to bo
positive to produccrs bocause of the exoc:ted iﬁcreased
production and sales of the food produc’. provoked by high
prices.
The recomrecndations that havo resulted fram the study to
complement other airendy documentod recommendations
(soction 6.?), arce
1. Approp=iate offorts slhiould be made to sustain
and/or increasc the supply of roots, tubers and
othor starchy foods which form tho bulk of the
food consumed in Camoroon, while intonsifying
and onoouraging through public cducation, the
production and consumption of othor food crops

witihh higher nutritional valucs,

2. Because of the regional specialization in Tood
productiorn, inter regional trade should be
promoted in order to equalize supply and demand to on-
surc natritionczl balence in all regions of the country.
Marketing infrastracture and facilities should
be improved between the supply arcas and beth

the rural and urban consumption centres.

Appropriate measures should be taken to increcase

w
-

the domestic production of moat and tish, to
bridge the present and future supply/domand gaps
which havo been shown to exist even in the
presgonce of very high importation levels for

these products.,



vii

ihile promoting tho increascd production of
all food crops to bridge the expected future
supply gaps, the dumping phonoinocnon exhibited
for rice, poultry, vegetablos and fruits,
must be checlted as it discournges demestic

production offorts and incentives,
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CAIEROOM 'S T'OOD CONSUMPTION AND CONSUMPTIOMN PROJECTIONS

1. ¢ INTROLUCTION

141 ¢ Importance of Food Consumption Studies for Cameroon

The health, productivity and quality of 1life of a
nation depend to a large extont on its nutritional status.
The nutritional status involves both tho quantify and
quality of the food consumed. Quantity involves the size
and effichuncgyof agricultural production, availability
of adequate and appropriate procossing facilities and
technology, availability of adequate and efficient markoeting
facilities and distribution network, and also consumption
patterns and habits that stimulate production. On the other
hand, fosod quality refers to the quality of the diet.

It may involve the tastes and prefercnces of the population,
and the calorific, protein, vitamin and mineral content

of the combination of food items in the diet that should
satisf the nutritional requirements of the population.

It is thorefore reasonable for a nation to investi-
gate tho consumption patterns and habits of its various
regions, in its urban and rural centres, and within its
various socio-economic groups., Studies on consumption
would permit Cameroon to know its nutritional needs both
qualitatively and quantitatively. They would provide the
indices on which the country's food nutrition strategies
would be based. Such indices would reveal gaps between
consumption and producticn so that appropriate short and
long term measures could be taken to bridge them wherever
they ezist, in an effort to improve and sustain the
nation's food solf~sufficiency and assure the population

of an adoquate diet.



Consunmption is a major motivating force boehind
investment. Increased food consumption is theraefore
expected to influence investment in tho food sector and
stimulate food production for both internal consunmption
and export. Studios on iood consumption and consumption
projoctions for Cameroon are theroforo crucial at this

stage of its oconomic and social dovelopmont,

1.2 ¢ Objostives of tho Study

The objectives o” this ropert are g

~ to synthesize and evalunte existing information
on food consumption patterns and prospects for
Cameroon,

= reveal consumption trends, projections, and re-
quirements,

=~ identify the impacts of current policies and
institutions on consumption,

=~ to identify constraints and alternatives, and

- malke appropriate suggostions and recommendations.

2 1 METHODOLOGY

2,1 3 Sources of Information

This study is based on available documentod information
on Cameroon'!s food consumption. The information was sought
and obtainod frem the following public and private sources 1
= Tho Ministry of Planning and Territorial Development
- The FMinistry of Agriculturo,
- The Hinistry of Livestock, Fisheries and Animal

Industries,
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= The Ministry of Commerce and Industry,

= The Institute of Agronomic Rosoarch (IRA),

= Tho Institute of Animal Reseaich (IRZ),

= The Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO)
Yaoundo,

= Socioté d'Etudes pour lo Devoloppemont de 1'Afrique
(SEDA), Yaounde,

- The Univorsity Cecnkro of Dschang,

= The University Centre of Douala, and

= Other private sources.

2.2 3 Rolovant Literature Consultod

Documenta obtained from the above sources were
assembled, studied and oritically compared and analysed,
The principal documents consulted include reports on the
following national studies

(i) Tho Five Yoar Development Plans

Tho five yoar devolopment plans and especially the
6th plan provide information on population distribution by
province and by urban and rural centres, projoctions on
population growth and rates of growth, projections on food
demand and supply, production targets and on the fgonoeral
objoctivos of tho food sector of the econony, They serve
as the mair reference documonts for this study.

(ii) The Household Budset and Conusmpiion Studies (Septomber

1983 ~ Soptomber 1984) [/ 12_/

The study divides the country into six conveniont
study zomes - the Yaounde, the Douala, the Cocoa=Tobaco,

the coffee, tho cotton-livestock, and the unclassified zonos.
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Samples from these zones were studied to provide information
on the structure of annual incomes and expoens:s and on the
various oxpenditure sectors. The food, drinks and tabacco
sector was furthor broken down into nine food groups for
further studies and analyses.

(1ii) Tho Lonr Term Food Plan for Camcroon (1985 ~ 1995)/18_/

The docuncnt provides information frem studioes on
the availability of food in Cameroon undor tho following
headings Yroduction, Importation, Stock variations with
produccrs, Bxdorts, Internal consumption, and food availae
biiity per individunal. It sives an overview of the long
term food production and censumption for tho country,

(iv) The Study on the Problems of Productisn and Distribution

of Foodstuffs in Cameroon (1986) L3/

This document by the Economic and Social Counecil
provides information on tho production evolution and disge
tribution of all the major foodstuffs in Camoroon treating
cach one of +thom individually,

(v) The United Ropublic of Camercon National Nutrition

Survey 1978 / 24 /

The document provides dotailed information on the

cstimates of the nutritional status of young children and
their mothers, and compares the nutriilional status among
selected areas of the country. It also provides information
on factors associated with nutritional status such as diet,

socio-economic factors, health and demographic variables,
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Other useful documonts providing information at
national levol include ¢
-~ The marketins study on Foodstuffs,
= The National Fruit Plan and the National Vegoetable
Plan,
= The Feasibility study on grain storago and Aistri-
bution in Cuameroon, and
= The Master Plan of Industralisation of Cameroon
(Prices and Revenues),
Other sources of intormation include 3
= Private studies on aspccts of Cameroon's food production,
consunpntion, lariketineg and Policy,
- Rosearch Reports and Publioations on food production
and consumption,
= Students dissertations and memoires from the Univorsity
Centres of Dschang and Douala, and from the Univorsity

of Yaoundo.

3 ¢ DATA ANALYSZES

—

3.1 ¢ Introduction

Tho Sixth FTive Year Economic, Social and Cultural
Development Plen of Cameroon 1986 - 1991, states the goneral
objectives of Cumeroont's Food-Nutrition scctor as s

- increasing foud production at tho national level
so as to consolidate solf-sufficiency and cnsure
food security, and

- improvinz the nutritional status of the peoplo
tiiroush the improvemont of the marketing and

distribution systom to serve an increasing
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population, taking into account provincial

disparities nnd the poorest socio~ccopomic classes.,
This will be done in accordanco with the following guide-
lines and priority activitins.

1 = Increasing the production of the main food crops,

2 = Laying down a policy for the proservation of
natural resources,

3 = Dovising a moans of roeducing post harvest lossos,

T Intonsifying thie preduction of animal and fish
products,

5 = Intensification of foodstuffs control through
the rovision of lerislation on food sanitary
control, and

6 - Taking measuros to improve nutrition and food
cocurity throush the improvement of food quality,
implementing appropriate measures of oradicating
disences of malnutrituor and onsuring access to

basic foodstuff roserves for all the population,

To achieve those, the sixth plan has proposed pro=-
duction targots for foodstuffs in order to meet the net
supply and demand situatinns projocted for 1990/1991 in
Table 1, The projections indicate a short supply for
cocoyams/taro, sweet potatoos, Irish potatoos, legumns,
mest frui+s, and fish, oveﬁ‘Qhen all post-harvest losses
are "theoretically" oliminated. However, tho overall

situation promises surplus supply of foodstuffs by 1991,
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These projections however soom too optimistic for certain
food preducts. Tor instance, they forecast oxoess supply
of locally produced rice which is apparently unrealistic
given the current problems posed by tho competition
betwoen imported rice that is virtually dumped into the
country, and tho locally producod ricc. Domostic
production is actually adversely affected by tho current

competitive situation,

3.2 : Analysis of Cameroon's Nutritional Status

Quantitatively, food consumption by the average
Camoroonian is ostimatod at 1.428ke por day, Tho
contribution of various food itoms to daily consumption
is indicated in Table 2, The contribution of root,
tuboers and other starchy foods is most significant,
Their dnily intake 'is #55.5g/day. Othor foodsiturfe lile
cercals (with intake of 225.8g/dag) alcoholic drinks
(218.6¢/day), fruits (162.8¢/day) and vogetabios
(169.0g/day) are contributors of lower magnitude when
compared to root and tubers., Tho percontage of family
mombers consuming the various food groups, by province
is prosentod in Table 3, It shows tho rolative importance
of each food group to the families of the different
provinces., Tho percentages indicated against cach
group serve as "indices of food availability" for the
family / °4% _/. It is the cities of Yaoundo and Douala
that havo porsistent high rates of food availability.

Their indicos are high for all the food categories
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excepting baby foods and leafy vegetablos, Apart from

the fermer North province whose index for tubers is as low
as 17%, indices for the rest of the country range from

84 to 95%., Tubers are basically produced in the Southern
provinces. Cerocal:s, logumes, and meats appecar to be
available in 2ll the provincos, Their indicos of
availability aro ovor 60%. Fruits and vergotablos are in
short supply everywhere oxcepting the two big cities,
Their indices rangeo from 46 to 50%, Palm oll and other
oils are available everywhere although the North and the
East provinces appear to have rolatively little acceoss

to them, Their indicos are 31 and 49% roopectively as
opposoe to the othoer provinces whose indices rango from

77 to 95%. Uhen the quality of food is considerod, it

is necessary to consider the daily reauiromont in form of
energy, protein, minerals and vitamins in order to compare
with actual iantake. These requiromonts are presented in
Table 4. Tho daily requirement per inhabitant of Cameroon
is estimated to be 2455 keal 118_/. Energy intake has
been estimatod a: 2217 kcal/day/inhabitant. This value

is slightly more than the minimum sccurity threshold of

2200 kcal per day,.

The recomiiended and estimated actual contribution of
various diectary nutrients to tho total daily calorific

intako is as follows [13_/s

Qocommonded Actqgi
Jarbonydrates 50 = 55% 67%
Lipids 30 = 35% 244

Protoin 12% 9%
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foods contributoe significantly to lowor overall avavage

daily protoin intake in the country.

Consumption of lipids is cstimatod to bo 58.kg/day/~

inhabitant and the major sources oro as follows :

- cooking fats and oils (52%)
- vogotablo sources (3u4%)

~ oanimal sources - moat, mill: and cEEs (14%)
Lipid consumption is gonerally lov when compared to the

rocomuondod intake of 80g/por/day [i8 _/,

Calcium consumption prer day is cvaluated at 508mg/-~
inhabitant which is higher than 495mg recommended. Tho
adoquato intake of calcium is atiributod to tho rolatively
high consumption of legumes, roots, tubers, and fruits in tho
Southern provinces and of milk in the Northern provinces.

Thoso food products aro rich in that olonwent,

fccording to the 1978 National Nutrition Survoy [24_/,
22.1% of childron below 5 years sufforced from chronic
protein-calorific malnutrition., It will bo recalled that
basod on tho 1976 ceonsus of Camoroon, 16% of tho total
population is under 5 years. This roproscnts about 250,000
childron who arc chronically under-nourished, From Tablo 5,
chronic under nutrition of childron bolow five yoars wax
widospread in all thoe provinces of tho country, Howover,
tho ovidence of malnutrition in the abova age group of
childron was highor in rurzl aroas (22.4%) than urban
centros (19.4%). For coxaomplo, whorcas the West provincoe
topped the list with 31.2% cascs of chronic undernutrition,
urban centres like Douala and Yaoundo had 11,8%, Tho
botter nufritional status of children in tho urban

contres may be attributod to the high comcontration of



Table 5 1t Fercentaze of Jhildreon Uador b5 voars with

Caronic Undornutrition (1973)

Py o aad

Provinc % of Ghildren with Chronic
Undoxnutrition

Cantral Scuth¥ 3.0
o5t 25.7
Toxrth 21,1
Torth Test 2k, 2
Tect 31.2
Cout.:. Tost 20,1
Litsoral¥ 2,0
Yoounds/Douzla 11.8
Jroen Caneroon™ 9.h
Jurnl Cancrocn 22,4

Tot:1l Cnoaroon 21,0

#¢ xciudes Yoourndo nnd JDouxla

Sourcos Maticnal iMutrition Survey. Pge 87
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incomo groups with: high offectivo demand for moro nourishing
items. The higher cconomic strength of tho Population of
urban contrecs attracts tho steady supply of both importod
and locnlly producod high quality fooedstuffs making thom

available in higher quantitios than in rural areas,

Iron consumption was about 36mg/day/inhabitant as
opnoscd to the roquircment of 15.6mg/day/inhabitant.
On this basis, iron intako vas satisfactory, Howover, tho
National Nutrition Survey of 1978 also showod that 383,1%
of childron below 5 yecars wora ancemic (Table 6).
Curiously, corcals which are consumod in large quantitios

in tho country aro fairly rich in 4iron,

Malaria and sickle cell discasos may contributo to
anacmic condition, Table 6 shows the prevailonco of
anaomia in children below five yYears in Camorocon., Tho
avidenco of anacmiz is quite hi_h in the Contral South
and East provincas where 53+3 and 57.6% of the children
whero shown to suffor from anacmia whorcas tho proportion
was 23,1% in tho North VWost and Woot pProvincoes, TFor tho
Litto.al and South Vost provinces tho rato was 38. 9%,

The ovorall avoragoe for the country was 38,1%, Curiously,
tho cities of Douala and Yacundo had a b2,.8% Prevailance

of anaomia,

Possiblo reoasons for tho obsorved high incidonce
of anaomia in Yaoundo and Douals whon compared to thoe low

provailance in tho North Vost and Yost provinces arc i
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= the higher endemicity of malaria in these urban
centros whon compured to the Western High Plateau
where population of malaria carrying mosquitoes
is relativoly low; and

= higher content of diotary iron in food available
in tho Vest and North West whon compared to other

regions.

TIodine deficioncy which results in goitroe, is

highly prevailent in the East province (16.8% in mothors).

Tableo 6 Prevailcence of Anaemia in Cameroon by

Province (1978)

% of Children Aged G =

Province 59 month with Anacmia
Central Scuth¥* 53.3
East 57.6
North West/West 23.1
South West/Littoral%* 38.9
Yaounde/Dsuala 42,8

* Excluding Yaounde and Douala

Sourco 3 Nationol Nutrition Survey. pge. 107
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Its incidence was 5.6 and 3.4% in tho North and North
West provinces rospectively and 3.1% in tho Central
South province., All thesc provinces aro rolatively far
awvay from tho sea, the source of sea fish = a major source
of iodine. Soasonal deficiencies in vitamin A and C are
roported in the Worth province, whilo in tho Contre,
South and Zast provinces Vitamin 82 and Vitamin B12
deficioncy is also indicated., Iron doficiency may bo
,ovorcome by incroased consumption of legumes and animal
’products (mill: and meat). Adequate intako of animal
products will provent vitamin B12 doficioncy.,

Cercal diets are rich in vitamin 82 while regular
intako of frosh fruits and vegetablos will insure adoquate
intako of vitamins A and ¢, Palm oil is an important
source of vitamin A. On the wholo, therec arc shortagoes
in tho supply of thesc food itoms in some geographical
regions of the countrys Tho doficioncios can only be avoided
through incroease production, efficicnt distribution
systom, and adequate processing and storage for use

during off-soasons,of the aporcpriate food items,

Given that (1) tho por capita consumption for ceroals
has tended to incroase over the years as opposoed to that
of starchy foods which has tondod to decrease (soction 3),
(ii) road infrastructure has improved in the country
since 1978, thus improving the food distribution situation,
and (iii) that the importod.volumos of meat/fish and
their products have been increasing as well as the

demestic production of livestock (soction 3), it could be
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concluded that the nutritional situation in Cameroon has
gencrally improved sinco 1978, oven though some parts of
the country in recoent years have actually sufferoed from
acuto food shortages due *o hostile climatic conditions,
Howeovor, a more dctailed analysis of tho data furnished
by the consumer budeat study is nocessary to provide a

clearor nicturc of the current situation.

3438 Muciysas of Cc svwention and Yroduction Patterns

3.3.1. Consumptiocn and Production Trends for Major Food

Crops

Consumption pattorns in tho rural arcas tend to
fcllow production patterns; In most cases over 50% of tho
total production is home consumed, while tho rest is
channelled to urban ccntres for marketing, Tablo 7
summarizes the consumption distribution of major foodstuffs
to the princijal urban and rural céntres. It shows the
tonnage marketed and/or consumod in the urban and rural
contres as well as the quantities consumed by the houschold,
Extimates of the 1985 avorage per capita consumption of
each foodstulff have been obtainod by dividing the
estimatod total consumption Ly theo total population,
Plantains, cassava, maize, and millet/sorghum are thoe
most hoavily ccnsumed foodstuffs on per capita basis,
Thoir per capita consumption figures are respectively
89.17, 81,71, 46,98 and 34,22kr, Boans, Irish potatoes
and yams arc the least consumed, their pox» capita
consumption figures being 7.66, 8,68 and 8.78kg rospoc~

tivoly.
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Tho consumption trends of the major foodstuffs as
identifiocd by tho 1986 National Food Marketing Study
/5_/and by the 1986 National Long Term Food Plan [18_/
are discussod Delow with the aid of the statistics
provided in Tables 7 to 9, Tho 1981 Long Term Food Plan
for Cameroon L19_/gavo indications of the naturo of
consumption in urban and rual aroas for each group of
foodstuffs., Thesc wore projected to the ycar 2000 as
shoewn in Table 8, Tho resulting per capita corsumption
est matos for the Cameroon population compare vory
closely with the estimates in Tablo 7. Theé production/
consumption situation for cach of the major food groups in 1985
are also discussod bolov,. The per capita consumption

figures used are presented in Table 9.

1) Cercals

The quantity of cerceals consumod in Cameroon is
next to that of starchy foods., Total consumption amounted
to 1,015,000 tons in 1985 which givos a por capita annual
consumption of 103.7kg. This is projoctod to about 126kg

by tho year 2000 (estimates from Tablo 8),

Millet and Sorghum

Tho production and consumption of these products
is almost ontirely located in the threo Northern provinces,.About
250,000 tons (74%) of the total production aro home consumed
whilo 65,00C and 20,000 tons are sold in urban and rural
markets respectively., The avorage per capita consumption
is 34,22 kilograms, which ranks it fourth among the heavily
consumed foodstuffs in thoe country L7_/. Projections by

the 1981 Long Torm Food Plan report indicate that
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2
Tahle 8 t Projections of Total and per Capita Food 3
Consumption by Urbon® and Rural 'Populatiog
| Total Consumption ! Consumption per Ferson
Foodstuff ! (ton*») 1 (Rpenn) R
{Yoor! Urban! Rural! Totol! Urban = IRuvral 1 1Totndl
) 119201 4800013360001 3260001 h3,37
Madze 119351 720001 3820001454000 21.42¢ 59.421 46,37
120001 1750001515000 6200001 __ 41,52
119801 200001 320001 52000! 1 ! 5.50
Rice 110051 330001 549001 770001 n,021 7.401 1.89
120001 2800011160001 2140001 ! i 12,91
: 110001 ©70001 500001 749001 1 ! 9.h3
Vheat 116851 44000! 74Q001 1100001 13.001 11.51) 12.05
?00011!QOUO!i{QJUOI{jTUOU! 1 1 14,30
Mllet & 110801 10001 3470001 3400001 ! ] A% %
- le 11DE31E 10001 3540001 355000! n. 301 554061 18,36
Sorghum 170001 500013190001 400cenl l 1413
starchy foods 172012000000 134)0)0 7177700 1 ! 238,120

Mantaing, 1178511722060 1500000 0100000 110.0T} 783.091 223.68

om3, Cagst-}20001CCO0000 1418000250000 { ! 153.02
va, cocoyams! ! | !
Sweet gotu- 1 1 ] 1
toea, Irish | | ! |
pota%oevs, t 1 1 |
Banenz) o
Legumes 119001 3700012320001 7670001 ! {1 30.00
(Go Tiuta, 1 19851 5700012717001 3207C01 16,961 42,15 1 . 33.50
beans, peags 1:0001138000139700015350001 . ! 30,77
goja) ! . ! L B __
a 119801 260001:0400017200001 ! | 26,95
Prubts end yjoa5) 5400012300001:000001 16,061 36.7H - 29.62
getables 190011370001 3339001 272¢00! 1 1] 27,35
110851 100001 280001 320001 ! ! o6
Svear 117851 19091 370001 Lol 5e3b1 54701 5462
120001450001 6300011190001 : ] 1 663 -
119801 170001 ©10Q01 1070001 ! . 1 12,13
Fata & oils 110851 2600011090001 1340001 7.731 16.°0. 13.67
170001 6007011500001 100G i ! 13.21
1995 Totnl Topulntion 13, 361,53016,470,077019, 790, 600

whUpban® ia reprevented by Yaounde ond Dounla Clties
Source § M 10841 TLons Tevm Food Tlon

wun Colowlated by dividin-~ the 1985 totel corsumption projectioss
by the 1285 rrojccted oylon, yurcl 7nd tobol ronlntion
while dividing connwntion figures for 1080 rnd the yenr
2000 by the respective populn tion fipures of nbout
f,000,000 and 16,600,000 [/ 18 _/.
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Tablo 9
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: Estimated and projoctod per Capita Consumption

of various Food products in Camcroon

!

!
! 1985 per capita 11985 por capita 11985 por capita projoc-
!
!

i

. , tod per
Commodity Consuniption (kg/! consumption (kgﬂ congumption ‘capitz
porson/Ycar !porson/Hoar ! kc/PDPSOH/chrconsump_
! 1 1 tion in
Yoar 2000
(kg/per-
! ! ! son/Year
Cercals ! - ! - ! = ! =
Millet sorghum 39,21 ! 3h,22 | 36.26 1+ 24,13
Iaize i 49,37 ! 46,93 1 46.37 1 h1.62
Rice ! 5.384 ! 10.21 1 8.89
heat ! 9.43 o 12,05 4 12,05 1 14.30
Starcry Foods ! 238,20 ! - ! 153,68 1153,82
Plantains ! - ! 89.17 1 - ! -
Irish notatocs! - ! 8,98 - ! -
Cassava | - ] 81,71 ! - ! -
Sweet potatoes ! - ! 18,38 1 - 3 -
Yams ! - ! 8.783 1 - ! -~
Cocoyams ! - ! 30.64 - ! -
Logumes ! 30,00 ! ! 3350 1 32,27
S.Huts ! - ! 13.28 | - ! -
Beans H - ! 7.66 - ! -
“ats and oils | 12,13 1 - ! 13.67 1 13.21
Palm oil ! - ! 10,72 | ~ ! -
Fruits and 1 ! 1 !
Vegotablo ! 26.56 ! - ! 29.62 128.96
Sugar ! L.26 ! - ! 5.62 | 6,63
! ! ! !
Sourco ¢ Derived from Tableos 2 and 3
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consumption will shift from 349,000 tons in 1980 to
400,000 tons in the yoar 2000, Por capitz consumption
using thesec projections dropped from 39.21kg in 1980 to 36,26
and 2% ,13xg in 1935 wnd yoas 2000 respechiroiy.
Maizo

About 52% of the total supply of maize comes from
the threc lTorthern provincos even thouch consumption is
lar;;oly in the 3Southorn pro.4-ces and mestly in urban
contres., Tho other prominent production centrus arc the
Vest and the Horth ost provinces. Ove: 460,000 tons
of the total sroduction (about 65%) is lhento—~consumed and
the annual per capita consumption is 46.9kg, which ranks
third amons the honvily consumed foodstuffs L7m/. About
115,000 and 35,000 tons arc sold in the urban and rural
markets rospectively. It has boon projectod that total
consumption will rise from 386,000 tons in 1980 to 690,000
tons in the jyoeoar 2000 L 19 m/. Per capita consumption
of 43.37kg in 1980 therefore wvas cxpected to increase to
46,37k in 1935 but would drop to 41.52kg in tho year

2000,

Rice

Rice is produced mainly by threc parastatal organi-
sations in the North, North Wes+ and Vest provinces, in
quantitios that fall far short of the doimand. Resort is
therofore made to heavy importations to meot the high
demand. Tho product is consumed in cll parts of +hn

country and the total consumption is about 100,000 tons,



More than 57,000 and about 15,000 tons are sold in urban
and rural markets respoctively, while about 28% is homo=-
consumed 17_/. Projections show that the total consumption
will incroase from 52,000 tons in 1980 to about 214,000
tons by the year 2000 /19 _/,which raises the per capita

consumption from 5.84 to 12.91kg.

Wheat

A very insignificant quantity of wheat is produced
in Cameroon oven thoucrh up to about 120,000 tons is
consumed in the country. Practically almost all of the
supply is imported. About 75,690 tons of the total
consumption goos to the urban centres while hh,310 tons
aro consumed Yy the rural population. Tho 1985 por
capita consumption was 12,05kg. Tho total consumption
is oxpected to increase from 94,000 tons in 1985 to
237,000 tons in the year 2000 /19 J bringing the per
capita consumntion to from 9.43kg in 1980 to 14,30kg in yoar

2000,

2) Starchy Foods

The total annual per capita consumption of starchy
foods in Cameroon is as high as 223.68kgs. The rural
aroeas cons&mo up to 283,09k s por person while the urban
por capita consumption is 110,07kgs Projections indicate
that the total consumvtion will increasc from 2,120,000 tons
in 1980 to 2,550,000 tons in the year 2000 /19_/. This
increasc doos not match the projectod population increaso
since the per capita consumption will drop from 238,20kg

in 1980 to 153.82 in year 2000,



Plaintains

Plaintains aro consumod in all parts of the country,
Consumption is howover niore concentrated in the Southorn
provinces where tho bulk of tho production is done and
to a much lesscr oxtent in tho throo Northorn provinces,
A total of about 873,000 tons arec consumed., About: 52%
of the totnl production is homo~consumed whilc 416,000
tons is chonnelled awvay from the producing centres to
other consuming centres for marketing L 7_/. On por
capita basis, the product’ls tho most noavily consumed

itom in tho country - about 89.17kgs per person per year,

Cassava

Like plantiains, cassava is consumod in all parts
of Camoroon, Throc provincos deminate its production -
the Centro province which produces 27%, the South 22%
and the East 1L% of the country's production. Of the
total quantity produced, about 135,300 tons are sold in
the urban markets, 84,700 in rural markets, while 580,000
tons are consumed by the producers. The total consumption
stands at C00,000 tons. It thus ranks second on the list
of heavily consumed foodstuffs, and tho annual avarago

per capta consumption is 81,71 /7_/,

Sweat Pototoos

A total of about 200,000 tons are produced in
Camcroon and principally in the Southern provinces.,
Only 150,000 tons of this total nroduction are actually
consumad all. ovor the country. The rest are lost after

harvest, Very little (4,300 tons) are consumed in the



Northern provinces. The bulk of it is consumed where
produced. Hence about 64,800 tons aro consumed by the
producers wniile the remainder is sold mostly in the
urban coenitros of the Southorn provinces. The annual

per capita consumption is estimatod at 18,38kg L?_/.

Yams

Tho procuction is dominant in the ¥est, North West
and Centre provinces. About 110,000 tons aro produced,
of which 86,000 tons aro consumed in all parts of tho
country although to a very amall extent in the three
Northern provinces where loss than 1,000 tons aro
consumod. About 40,500 tons are consumed by the producers
while the bulk of the remainder is marketed in the
major towns of the Southern provinces. The annual por
capita consumntion is 8.78kg, which ranks mmong the

last three on the country's consumption list,

Cocovyams and Taro

These are consumed in all part of the country
although very little is produced in the North, Extreme
North and Adamawa provincos. About 26% is produced in
the South Yest, while 21% is produced in the North West
province.

A total of about 300,000 tons are nationally consumed
of which 126,000 tons are consumed in tho urban centres
while 97,900 tons aro consumed by the produccers,

The naticnal annual per capita consumption is 30,64kg,

and it ranlg £i.4% on the nation'se conpsuapuion list L?_/.
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Irish Potatoes

The production of this crop is concentrated in the
North Vest and Vest provinces. A total of over 85,000
tons is produced on national basis, ¥Wuilo 33,400 tons
are consumed by the producers themselves, 47,100 tons

aro sold in urban and rural markets respoctively,

3. Legumes

Tho total consumption of all legumes including
peas and soja becans was about 271,000 tons in 1985,
ropresenting an annual per capita consumption of 33,.5kg.
Projections indicate that consumption will increase to
about 323,000 tons by the year 2000 LTB_/. But with
this increasc, the per capita consumption which had

risen from 30,0kg in 1980 to 33.5kg in 1985 is expoected

to drop to 32,27 by year 2000,

Groundnuts

These are produced in almost all parts of the
country and espocially in the North, South Yest, West,
North VWost and Centre provinces which pro uce 24, 22, 18,
and 16% respoctively., About 130,000 tons are consumed
annually., Almost 50% of this is consumed in urban areas
while about 36,300 tons are consumed by the producers,

The per capita annual consumption is however only
13.28xg [7_/.

Beans
Lilkke groundnuts, beans are produced in all provinces
of Camoroon although the East, the Coentro and South

provinces produco vory littlo. About 50% of the total
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production is home-econsumed while 75,000 tons are
consumcd in the whole country. The annual por capita
consumption of 7.66kgs is the lowost among the major

foodstuffs covered by vhis study L7_/.

4, TPFats and Oils

Palm o0il consumption amounts to about 105,000
tons in the North West, South West and Centre provinces
which produco 24, 20, and 29% respoectively, About
55,000 tons of the total artisonal production is
consumed by the producers. Their production is estimated
at about 69,C00 tons while the remainder - 36,000 tons
aroe produced by public companies. The annual per
capital consumption is about 10.72kg L7_/. WYhilo in
1985, the per capita consumption of all fats and oils
amounted to only 13,67kg from a total consumption of
108,000 tons in 1985, It is also estimatod that consump=-
tion will increase to 134,000 tons by the year 2000 f19_/
whilo per oapita consumption will drop from 13,67 in

1985 to 13,21 in year 2000,

5. Fruits and Vepetables

Tho consumption of this class of food amounted to
about 245,000 tons in 1980 and it has boen projected
that this will increase to 470,000 tons by the year
2000, The 1985 per capita consumption was 29.63kgs/19_/

and 1t 1s expocted to drop to 28,35kg by the year 2000,

It can be observed that quantity-wise, ~2r capita
consumption is higher in the rual areas for most of the
foodstuffs: than in the urban contres. The samo may

not be true quality-wise since as earlier pointed out,
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under nutrition is more ovident in rural areas, Tho

summary of production distribution of foods groups by
province as at 1984 is prosented in Pable 1¢, ¥PTrom the
table, the total production by weight, of food crop
products is dominated by the South VWest, Contro, North
West and Vest provinces which produce 792,060, 761,080,
707,200, and 605,900 tons respectively. The least
contributors to total production by woight are tho North,
Adamawa, Extreme North, South, Littoral and Tast provinces
which produce 73,530, 148,790, 203,620, 226,320, 239, 030,
and 429,700 tons respectively. The Norih Vest, Extremo
North, West, Adamawa and Morth provinces in that order,
are shown to De the major producers of cereals., Thoe
Centre, South Vest, Worth Vest, East, West, South and
Littoral provinces in that ordor, dominate the production
of starchy foods. liost of the legumes are produced by

the North Yest, Yest, Extromo North, North and Centre
provinces, while the production of "other products" is
dominated by the South West, Wost, North Jost and Centro

provinces,

3.3.2 ¢ Production and Consumption of Livestocle and

Livestock products

Livostock population

In 1986/87 it was estimated that Cameroon

had the following livestock population g

Cattle 4,361,500
Sheop 2,353,100
Goats 2,917,500
Pigs 800,000

Poultry 14,000,000



ated Production of

lajor Food Groups by Province

9%k

PRODUCTION IN 1000 TOiiS

o i1
!Auamawa Centr

1]
c'Zast

"—

1
‘Txtr.ilorth

. ! !
Littoral ‘llorth

1.7,

!West

! !
‘Soutk*S.Y.

!

Total

!

!

] !

1 !

1

1 1

Cereals , 95.80 y 15-44 26,k2 177,30 1 '55.71!190.86'112.76, 3,81] 11.21! 566,01

Peano Prs.7o feitainiasiise! coo0 ! 0.00'353.90'303.32 154,14 609.33" 2688.84
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

Legunmes I 3.49 | 3, 9.32, 25.32 , 322.82! 3&.2h! 28.02! 5;5@ 2.52, 157,06

Other 5 1 1 ) ' ! ! ! ! ! ; !

productsit 0.C0 *116.00" 42.50° C.00 : 0.00°128,30°155.80° 21.70179.00° 630.40
- : ; ; : - : et :

Totzal 1 ! ! 1 ! ! r ! ! ! !

Toodstulfs 753,79 ,751.0C,426,78, =z03.62 | '78.53,707020,605.901226.32 79206, 416z,31

* = Starchy Fcods iaclude Plantains, caszuzva, poiztoes, yams, cocoyzms =nd taro, and

i

— v

21227

Zrocducts include

VIII 2

Irish potatoes.

¢ Zanana,

fruits, vezeltadiss, fats

and oils.

Zdude de Commercialisation des Iroduits Vivrier : 4nalyse llacro Zcon

L6/

omigque - 1988


http:2-,.701-r9.00
http:761.0",429.78
http:Other0.00

- 32 -

Tables 11 and 12 show tho distribution and proportions
of various livostock spocies in the different provinces
of the country, The major cattle producing provinces
are the Extreme North, North, Adamawa and North Yest
provineces which account for 23,07, 14,93, 36,40 and
13.02% rospoctivoly,of tho total national herd. All
four provinces account for 87% of the catile population

in the country.

Shecp wroducticn is concentrated in the Extreme
North (47.47%), North (10.31%), Tast (10.5%), North West
(9.51%) and Jest (7.71%) provinces, wvhich together produce

85,6% of tho sheep in tho countrv,

The mnjority of the poate nre producdrd in the Extrome
UHorth {(k2.0%), West (19.84%), East (9.16%) and North
(8.77%) provincos. These provinces produce 80,.7% of tho

goats in Cameroon.

Bofore 1982, the pig population was ostimated at
be about 1,4 million. Thoe African Swine fever epidemy
of 1982 resulted in a lot of mortality, roducing the
total population of pigs d.astically, The 1986/87
estimato of £00,000 results from curront ofTort to
reinstate and improve pig production., The majority of
pigs are produced in the Wost (26.25%), North Vest
(23.75%), Littoral (12,50%) and Souih West (11.25%).
Theso four provinces account for 73.8% of the tatal
population of pigs in the country,

Of tho 14 million poultry ostimated in 1986/87,

38.93, 15.30, 15,12 and 9.52% werc produced in the Centre,
North West, Littoral and Zxtremo North provinces rospecti-

vely. These provinces accounted for about 79%
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of the total population of poultry in Camoroon.

3.3.3 3 lMoat Production

Estimatos of meat production froim demestic
livestock in Cameroon are presentod in Table 13. From
a total of 105,052 tons produced in 1985/37 the
contributions of the various specles wero as followss

Cattlo 61.3%

Poultry 13.3%

Piss 10, 6%
Shoep 7. 4%
Goats 7.3%

Ruminants accounted for 76% of total moat production in
the country whilo the monogastric species produced 24%.
An analysis of meat production by the various provinces
of the country reveals that most of the meat produced
originates Lrom tho Adamawa (25.01%), Cxtrcmo North
North (21.32%), oad North West (16,15%) provinces. Tho
throe provinces account for about 62.5% of the total
meat produced in the country. Considerable quantities
of meat aro also produced in the Wost (8.67%), North
(7.50%) and Centro (7.85%) provinces. Tho other
provinces are minor producers with meat production
ranging from 1,44 to 3.98% of the total production of the
country.

Tablo 14 preosents an analysis of consumption/prOn
duction of meat in Cameroon in 1986/87. Tho me=at
requiroements for different provinces aro basod on the

following roquirements per individual as prescribad in
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onsumption/production of Meat in Camergen 1986/87

Province Bonulition Total production Balance
Requiroments (tons) (tons)
{tons)
Extrome North b1 727 500 I 26 586 | 2259 ! 4 190
ilorth | 607 500 b0 349 I 7877 ! 1 472
Adamawa ! 422 500 1 45502 I 26 270 1+ 39 708
East l 475 ¢ul b7 522 I 7144 l= 1820
worth Vest 11 221 570 118 729 [ 16 967 I <1 831
WJast 11 330 300 I 20 a7z 9111 P =11 25
Sub-Total I 5 785 200 10y i 1. 69 766 1 + 73
Southetiest ! 824 70D 112 592 11517 I <11 175
South ! 406 6111 1 6 253 1 1 345 I w4 913
Littoral 11 677 600 I 25 M8 I 4176 I - 21 642
Contro L1752.300 126 959 1 8 248 ! - 18 729
Sub_Totnl I 4 661 200 I 21 7356 1 15 N52 1 56 5100
TOTAL 1 10 446 400 11466 770 1185 052 1 - 55 718
Source @ 3&mo projet Elovage, Ranpart do pren ration, Tome I pg, 19
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the 6th Five Year Development Plan of Camoroon 1986 -
1991).

-~ Beef, 10,05kgz per yoar per inhabitant

=~ Goat and Sheop meat, 2.03kg por year por inhabitant

- Pori:, 1.,98kg por year per inhabitant

- Poulwry mcat, 1.33%~ per year por inhabitant,
On this basis, the country produced 105,052 tons of meat
while the total requirement was 160,770 tons, Thus tho
ovorall meat deficit was 55,718 tons. Only Adamawa
province had a meat surplus ( 19,768 tons). All tho othor
provinces had meat deficits., Tho Ligsgest deficits were
in Littorai (21,642 tons), South Wost (11,175 tons) and
Yest (11,362 tons) provinces. An overall asscssment of
consumption and production in major meat producing
provinces {(Extreme North, MNorth, Adamawa, ZTast, North
Tost and Wost) shows that therce is. a positivo
balance of 73%.,7 tons. On tho other hand, the deficits
of tho Soutiaern provinces (South Vest, South, Littoral
and Contro) arc onormous and they reprosent an annual
deficit of about 12,1kg per person. On per capita basis
therefore, the South Yest province tops the deficit list
with 13,55itg, followed in descending order by Littoral
(12.9kg), South (12.1%z) and Centre (10,7kg).
Table 15 presents projections of meat deficits in
Cameroon until 2001 A,D, 113_/ based on requiremonts of
an average inhabhitant of 70kg as prescribod by the
National Rosceazrch Council (NRJ) of USA 1974, These
deficits will decline if present growth rates for domestic

animals, wild animals and fish production as maintained,
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Table 15 3 Lstimatos of Moat Doficit and Other Animal

Protein Sources (in Meat Equivalont) for

Cameroon until 2001 A.D,

! l ! !

Total
Yeoar Estimatod Domestic Required
Population 'Moat Production’Production Deficit
' 1 (tons) ' (tons) ! (tons)
1985/06 1 9 783 000! 340 7h2 ! 498 933 1 158 191
1990/ 91 1 11 068 5661 h12 ks ! 564 497 1 152 082
1993/96 ! 12 523 067! 506 558 !' 658 67¢ 1 152 118
2000/2001 ! 14 168 7001 619 031 ! 722 604 | 103 373

Sourco : Rentrée Solennclle 1934/85 Py, 17,

NB: ~ Annual growth rate of humen populatioa is assumed to
be 2,5%,

=~ fnnual growth rate of cattlo population is assumod to
be 2.5%, oxploitation rate is 10% por yoor, and a
cow yiclds 175kg meat and offals reproscent 25% of
carcass weight,

~ S5kg of milk arc oquivalent to 1z of meat,

- Lnnual growth ratec of small ruminants ponulation used
is 5%, exploitation rate is 30%, and meat production
per animal is 10kg per carcass plus offals that
roproscent 15% of carcass weight,

- Annual growth rate of 4% for pigs Dopulation, oxploi-
tation rate of 40% per annum yicelding 70kg and 4% of
carcass weight being offals,

= Annual growih rute for poullry nopulation cf 6%, oX=-
pPloitntion ratn of iOO%, and cach fowl offers lkg

mcat,

Annual pgrowth of fish production is 5.

Although the NCR standards may not bo applicable to

Africa, for comparative purposcs, it could be soen that
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the meat deficit ostimates basod on it recommendation
for an adult human being (51kg/year) are over three times the
value postulatod by present consumption of 15.39kg of
meat per year. The prosent estimate of meat doficit is
55,713 tons whereas it should be 158,000 tons, if the
nutritional requirements of Cameroonians is considered

in terms of recommendod animal protein intake.

Meanwhile the contribution of animal protein from

various sources in 1985/86 was eostimated as follows 3

Cattlo 106,672 tons
Sheep & goats 22,7138 tons
Pigs 28,979 tons
Poultry 11,589 tons
Fish {in meat

equivalent) 124,874 tons
Wildlife 26,636 tons

Dairy products
(in mez2t cqui-
valont 10,527 tons

Others 8,747 tons

From the sbove figures the coniribution of fish to the
total animal intako i1s of paramount importance and

justifies the discussion that follows on fish,
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Fish Production and Consumption

Fish is an important source of animal protoin in
Camoroon, Tho quantities consumed come from four sources g
= Industrial maritine fishing which supplied 16.27%
of the total consumption in 1984/85,
=~ Artisanal maritime fishing which supplioed 23.68%,
- Inland fishing which supnliied 7.17% and

= Importation from foreign countries which sunplied

Table 16 shows tlie importation and domestic production

of fish in Cameroon between i931/32 and 1984/8%, Total
fish consunption in Cameroon has been increasing. Between
1981/85 it incroased from 59,500 tons to 73,753 tons.

A detail analysis of tho data showed that domostic
industrial maritime fishing has been decrcasing. Between
1981/82 and 1934/835 it dropped from 23,181 to 12,003 tons.
Artisanal maritime fishing continues to contribute largor
amounts of fish to the total national consumption.
Production has risen from 4,050 tons in 1981/82 to

17,464 tons in 1984/35. Figures for inland fishing are
generally difficult to obtain, Tho values indicated on
the tablo tend to Lo grossly underestimated. However,
botween 1981/32 and 1982/83,inland fishing production
increoased almost 3-fold,

Fish importation has been on the incrcase. Between
1981/82 and 1933/84, it increasod from 28,050 to 40,215 tons
but in 1984/85 the tonnage docreased to 33,996
although it still accounbed for 52,87% of the total

consumption,
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Inland and artisanal fishing contributed about
30% of total nation-l production that year,

The décreaso in industrial maritime fish producticn
has beoen attributed to the convortion of somc of the
fishing boats into catching of shrimbs, reduction in
fish species being caughty territorial water problems
with Gabon and MHigeria,and the inability of the fishing
boats to go into new fishing waters further in tho séa.
Table 17 presonts the {ish importation situation in
Cameroon botweon 1983/84 and 1984/85, Tho biggest
suppliers of frozen fish were Senegal, USSR and Mauritania,
providing 30,08, 28,08 and 11.%4 respoctivoly of total
fish importation in 1933/84., 1In 1984/85 tho main sup-
pliors of frozen fish to the country were Senegal (38,27%),

Mauritania (13,04%)and USSR (11.21%),

Inland fishing is concentratoed along the major rivers
in the country, inland arificial lakos created by the
National Electricity Company =t Lagdo, Bamend jing,

Mbakoui and Mape, and artificial lakes created for
irrigation of rice fields by SEMRY in tho North at Maga.
Most of the fish is caught using traditional methods and

is sold mostly in the dry form,

3.4 ¢ Demand and Suppnly of Foodstuffs

Cameroon's net intornal food supply satisfied
95% of hor domand in 1984/85 (6th Five Year Plan). This
is after making allowanco for post-harvest losses which

sometimes rose to as high as 30% of some foodstufrl



0
)
e
©
*e
‘o)
H
o]
m,
[
0
ot
9N

on =nd TmportoSiox

/24 1284/85
! , Tuentity!
)E s 1 (tons¥I

1 PSP N | . -1 A P N 1 1 - &
Industrizal 23,751 32,05 aC,2527 22.95° 13,205 21,21° 12,003
! ! ! ! 1 ! 11 !
! ! ! ! ! 1 ! !
Lrtisanzl iaritime Fisizing | L,c5c 1 3,271 £,2181 2,331 i153%8 ! i7.Lkor w7,L8h
! 1 ! ! ! ! ! !
I ! 1 ! ! ! ! !
Inland Piszing . b,213 y 7-83, ’2,b;31 13e56, = | - , 5,250
! ! ! ! ! 1 1 !
. T I B I U S
Imnortation 1 22,C5C 1 &v,7L 23,6507 L3.15° kZ,215 57.35%° 32,995

! ! ] ! !

-
-
-

- ! ! !
56,52 lTCC.C : 27y326 10C .c 55,5i0 iCO 73.753

- - I Lol cAnt - o s Al e e o~ s v, ~ —
Sourca 3 .;-;/uu, N A B et Rt -270r5,.  linielsry of Livestoclz, Tzmarooz.



- b5 .

Products ¢ Table 18 shows that on food group basis, the
country enjoys more that 100% domand satisfaction from
only two grouns., The satisfaction rates for starchy

foods is 116 while that for Pruits and vegotables is
as high as 133,8%, Sugar and moat/fish havo need satise
faction ratos of 93.3 and 74.1% respoctively while only
65.7, 49.0, ond 46,8% of tho demand for coreals, voegetablo
oils and legume groups respectively were riot, Where there
is excess dewand for a food group, it is expected thgt

the gap will ba bridged through imports. It can be
observed that Tor food groups that have more that 100%
satisfaction, there exist short supply for some of
its component products., Such shortages are expected to
be met eitiior through importation or through substitution

with substitute products.

3ot ¢ Analysis According to Food Groups

Cercals

Cereals are shown to hove only a 65,7% consumption
satisfaction rato. Their total demand of 1,070,000 tons
by far exceeds the 70,300 tons supply. The situation is
worse considering that the estimates include the wheat
component which is almost all imported. Purthermore,
the rice component which is shown to have 111,3% satis-
faction rate is also known to have a significant fraction supw.i
plied through imporation. Only maizo and sorghum/millot have
sizable home production to baclk up their supply. 4bout
348,000 of the 460,000 tons of maize demanded are supplied

form home production; while 176,000 of 336,000 tons of .miltot/
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sorghum domanded is also from home production, Increased
production offorts for these two cerenl itoms coupled
with eflorts to cut down pest-harvest lossos may help
bridge their domand-supply gap. Thoe situation for rice
and wheat moy dopend unfortunately, on importation for
quiteo a long tirne,

Starchy Foods

Their satisfaction rate of 116,0% is misloading,
Most of the constituting foodstuffs of this group have
vory low satisfacltion rates. Tho rates arc 35.5, 51,0,
38.0 and 36,0% for cocoynms/tnro,ynms, swcot potatoes
and Irish potatoes rospectively. It is the dominating
rate of 292,0% for cassava that inflates the group rate
to 116%. Frow its low demand of only 400,000 tons out
of a supply of 1,169,000 tons in the faco of shortagces
of otiaor starchy Toodstuffs, it is cbvious that cassava
is not a very good substitute for yams, sweoot potatoes,
Irish potatoos, and cocoyams., Its high supnly does not
appear to sctisfactorily solve the starchy food supply
shortago problem except that tho excoss supply could be
profitably usced for the production of livestock foad,
Lefumes

This food group has only a 46.8% satisfaction rate.
All members of thesc group are in short sunply, a condi-
tion that is worsenod Ly tho accompanying high post=
harvest losses, The situations Cor beans and groundnuts
are particularly disturbing. Only 41,000 of the 113,000

tons of boans/poas demandzd are supplied, This causes
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concorn especlally 2o boans constitute on important
source of iron which already poses health nroblems
(annomia) in many parts of the country. Also, onlw
84,000 of the 207,000 tons of groundnuts demanded aro
supplied even thoursh Canmcroon is ironically known to
export this product, This could be possibly explainud
by the lucrative market that exists for the product in
the Northern {ronticrs of Camcroon.

Fruits and Verretables

Tile situatinn in this food froup is not encouraging
eithor, cwven though it is shown to have a 1383,8%
satisfaction rate., Again this figure is inflated by
that of tanzna which is as higsh as 283.3%. Banana is
produced in oommercial quantitics for axport purposos
in addition to the poasant production for home consumption,
Although tlhie domand for Vother fruits" is not known,
it is certain that it far excoods the sup>ly. The demand
for vegetalles is 322,000 tons as oprosed to the supply
of only 135,000 tens. The rcelatively high post-harvest
losses in this group nelp to aggravate tho situation,
They «ro 25, 30, and 25% for banana, "other fruits",
and vegetableos respectively, Production, processing
and conservation cfforts need to bo cncouragod in this
arca,

The sugar nceds are, 93.3% satisficd. Tho short-
agoe 1s small onough to be internally handled with slight

adjustments in production in the very shorit-run,
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Meat and Fish

Althoughi tho estimateos give a satisfaction rate
of 74,15 for bLoth fish and mont, the soparate domand
figures and satisfaction rotes for the two products
are not nvailablo, Howover, 1985/86 estimates Dy NIJWE
(198“) [13~A put the satisfaction rate at 68% foau meant,

The combined raZe of Thei%h Lor the two products is

accounted for by the contribution from fish,

o
s Future Deicwtd aad “upply Gaps

1. Iood Crop:
Dospite the oxnectled improvromont in production

in attempt to meet the pProjected demands of the growing
vopulation, the srojecceions for certain products show
persistent ;ons Lobween ofTective demand and supply,
Table 19 shows that tho supnly of maize, rice, wheat,
ceassava, plontvains, sugar, and vogetiible oils will
fall short of their demand by the year 2000, The
negative trends for rice, wheat, planteins and vegotable
oils aro not only persistent but tend to increaso with
time. That for "all sugar and honoy" is porsistont but
tends to fluctuatc,

The sup=ly shoriapges for rice, wheat, and plantains
are a cause for concern. Thoy will be as high as
ko9,000, 257,000, ana 180,000 tons respoctively by the

me

year 2000, The only grain surpluses are from millet
and sorgiun.  These are noi hi¢h enouph to bridgo the
¢ap created by rice and wheat, Bosidos, the consumption
of millet and sor:hum hins bLeon shown to be restricted

te the northern provincos. An ncutoe shortago of

cercals is thus expected in the future, That gap neoode
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to bo dridsed, The supply surpluses indicated for tho
other food »roducts may pose storage probloms, if not
accompanied by appropriate processing. This is truo
especinlly for yams, Irish potatoos, cocoyams, fruits
and veosretablos whoso surpluses aro projocted to 52,000,
77,000, 42,000, 239,000, and 165,000 tons respeoctively
by the yeor 2000, assumins the "wenli oconomic growth
rate aypothoesis! Lan/.

It i« nroped tiu.t ruture production would o stimu-
latoed so as to adecuately bridge the existing ;raps,
Studics in the Conbtre province L1"/indicauo that tho
supply of f2od creps is alveady responding to demand
and their »roduction i evidently bocomin: inore profie-
table than that of export crops. This is particularly
the case with cocoa production which is currently
facing increasing compotition from foodcrops whose
pPrices have been sihown to be on the increasxe. Also,
therc aro oxpectations that production by tho increasing
nunber of development projocts involved in food production
coupled with the peasant responses to price increascs
for foodcrops will substancially increase supply by

1990 /1_/.

2, Projecioud Gaps for Meats

The fuinuro shortage situation for moat is not promi.
sing cither, Table 20 shows increasin: shortages for
all ments cxcepting poultrv, from 1950 to tho year 2000,
Cow meat will face a shortage of 7,000 tons in 1990/01

assuning tho "high rato of cconowniic growth hypothesis®,
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The shortngo may range from only 3,000 to 22,000 tons
if the low rate of growth is assumed, Goat and shoop
moat as well as pork lace similar shortare situations,
Their shoriszges are higher under high srewth roto
assumptions thian uander low growth rateo assumptions,
Only poulliy has a promising future for the country,
with eurpius sup:lioes that range from 3,00C tons in
1990/91 to 40,000 in 2000/01. These surpluses are not
high enousllt to cover the shortages of the other meat

sS0uUurccs,

Table 203 Trend of Projocted fhsolute Gaps Lotween

Sffoctive Demand and Supply of leats

{10C tons)

! !

Type of licat 1990/91

! ! !

! H1 [12 1 1{1 HZ 1 H1 H.?,
Cow meat - 7 =3 !_20 =13 l_37 =22
Goat & Shean meat l-13 -11 '—18 -14 =2 -15
Pork !-12 -10 l-1.8 -15 l-23 =20
Poultry - 3 3 t 13 14 !l 30 4o

. = High rote of cconomic growth
hypothesis

H, = Low rate of 2conomic growth
hypothesis

Source ] Plan Alimontaire a long term pg. 92



Meanwhile thoere is high unexploited potential domestic
capacity for the proauction of livostock categories such
as cattle, poultr,, pigs, shecep, goals, and inland fish,
Such capacity could bo morn advantageously oxnloited if the
dumping phenomenon now oxperienced for poultry and othes

meats and recat nroducts is controlled.

3.4.3 ¢ Food Impoxts

Inspitec of tho talll about food self-sufficiency in
Cameroon,; food imnortation still drains a sizeable nortion
of her forecign cichange carnings. She has dopended on
imports to fill <the demand/supply gaps for several food
crop and animal products, Table 51 presents the volnnes
and valuos of feod imports between 1981 and 1925 while
Fig. 1a. preserts the trends for the various products
over the same period, The total imports show a gentlo
rising trond over the years, rising from 120,C00 tons in
1981 to 252,095 tons in 1985, This repruscnts 110, 1%
change in tonnago from 198! to 198%, The averago total
volume of imporis ias 170,871 tons which were valued at

29,871 million francs Cra.

Cereals and cercal products exhibited a Tfluctuating
trend with a remarlzable jump from 42,478 tons in 1982 %o
over 30,000 tons in 1983, Tho average tonnoge inported
betweon 1331 and 1935 was 85,736 tons valued at 5,201
million franes. 7They represented 39.3% of tho total food
imports during that period corcals were thus tho

highest food group imported then.
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Table 21: Volumes and Valuss of Food Tood Imports 7981 - 19385

!

! Volume in +toas . 1Value of!Percent !Percent
“Anrval fnnual fhange of
1 1 1 1 ! tAverage liverage ! in "!Total
1931 i9a2 1623 168 %85 193185 (million) tonnage 1981-85
! ! ! ! ! ! ! FCFRL 11981=385 !
! 1 v, ! IR o, ! !
leat and Tisz ! 23 850 23 937 * 27 390 ' S4 075 33 ohi LL 459 i1 c22° 2hg.2 7 26,0
. [a) Voo -~ ! M i Ie) | I ! ! H
Ceracal ard Products ' 42 020 ! ouz 473 SC 395 74 272 35 736 37 100 5 241 iok.o * 39.3
1 . | 1 1 1 ] 1 1
Rice 11«25 ° 15 705 ° 8% 162 ' 531,020 ° 47 755 ° 35 302 2 339° 322.3 ' 20.8
1 ! ! ! 1 PN ! !
itchen oils 5 026 2 583 2 733 7 0% 3 L53 2 939 5573 -31.,0 1.7
- ! 1 1 1 ! ! 1 1 !
Vozetables
(Canned =znd Trash) y 2 704 , 4 o032, & 5%, 1 265, 5 740 , 3 728 573, 112.6 2.2
Infant Toods ' 538 sl.c I 56 &7, 1 1h1 596 §50, 112.1 0.4
iine y 13 771 , 17 506 | 22 58C 22 273 , 21 kot | 20 787 | 2 757, 5,71, 12,2
dnisicy 155 192 703 ird 2Tk w42 537 +29.7 0.3
M 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Otner foods & Zeve- : ’ : ) )
rages , 26 926 | 3% ¢35 , 35 277 , 5 117 , 50 686 | 30 592 8 4332, 69.4 |, 17.9
lieat , LLo . 1 264 | 2> &5 , z :10' 8 725 . 3 425 . 1 599' 1583.0 . 2,0
Fisa ; 11 125 ; 10 495 ik 207 ; 52 501 ; 55 137 ; 26 ch2 ; i 449; 401.9 ; 16.9
¥eat Sroducts ; Tohsh £99 ; 975 | 7C1 ; L 033 1 612 ; sus; 177,47 0.9
Tish T.oducts ; 2 240 ; 3 772 ; T 255 520 5 2ok ; 2 7h3 ; 601; i63.1 1.6
iilk and 114l Zro- ' ' ' , , ,
ducts ' ¢s30 ' 7505t s953t 73ou !t 3 o252 7751 Y 3 5228 3.3 Y L.,5
TC T i LS 120 £00 123 403 34 553 17k 219 252 €95 170 77 39 571 110.1 100

Source : !lote Lnnuel de Statistigue, 1ZITPAT/Direction de la Stetistique e Compiabilité

faticnal, 1983, 1955,
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Rice imports which weroe only 11,303 and 16,706 tons
in 1901 and 1922 respoctively, shot up and stabilized
around 50,000 tons aftor 1983, raising tho period!s average
to 35,592 tons, valued at 2839 million francs CFA, Rice
made up 20,8% of the total food imports botween 1937 and
1985,

Lieat and fish which ranitod third o~n the list of
imports betwecen 15801 and 1983, jumped to the socond place
after 1933 witihy thie totel imporis increasing from 27,390
tons in 1983 to 5,075 and £3,0k1 tons in 1934 and 1985
respectively., Averngo imnortation during the poriod was
Wh,bh59 tons, valued at 11,022 million francs. lleat/fish
importation exmerienced a 248,2% increase betwoon 1981
and i98% and reproscnted 26.C% of the total food imporits,
Fish imperts rose from just over 10,000 tons in 16381/82
to over 50,000 tons in 1984/85 vhus moving from the sixth
to the third position on the list of food imports. The
average imports of fish betwoen 1981 and 1985 were 23,942
tons valued at 4,4:6 million francs CFA, =2nd representing

16,9% of the total tonnage imported during the period.

The imporitction of meat, meat products and fish
products oxperienced fluctuations that ranged from 440 tons
in 1981 to 8,725 tons in 1935 {nr mecat with an average of
3,425 tons valuod.at 1.599 million francs. For moat products,
tho imports dropped from 1,454 tons in 1981 to 701 tons in
1984 only to riso again to t,033 tons in 1985, bringing

the average to 1,612 tons, valued at 845 million franca.
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Similarly, fish productc dropped from 3,772 tons in 1982
to as low ns 580 tons in 193L, only to shoot up to as high
as 5,894 tons in 1985, bringing tho periods averngo to
2,748 tons, vnlued at 601 million francs. Theso thrco
products ruspoctively constitutod 2, 0,9, and 1.,6% of the
total food imports during thet period, Thoy all oxhibited
fluctunting and almost hovizontnal trends, Tidlk and millk
products importation huad bown frisrly constont during that
period, ranging between 6,983 tons nud &,530 tons, with
an average of 7,751 tons, valued at 3,528 million francs,
They constituted 4.5% of the total rood imparts for t!at

poeriod,

Tabla 22 proscents projections of import domand and
production from 193% o 1990 under four forr differont

income growllr rate assumptions,

The table s ows that undcr the currene production
trend, imporation will increase over the 1978-1980 avorage
for all the fo.! products considered cxcepting beof and
fruits, The increases will grow at diffcrent rrtes deponding
on whethor income cxhibits a low, trond, or high incomo
growth rate., E£ven under high future production assumptions
and medium inconce growth, import doemands are still expected
to increasce for all the products excepting beef, although
not as hish as under the curront production trend. Canioroon
is thorelore cxpected to depend on importation in the
futurce, to bridie the ¢gnp for rice, wheat, vejetables and
most mceats, Serious mensures nced therefore bo talien to
cut down the magmitude of the imports in order to swve somo

of the nowv Dbadly nceded forcign exchange oarnings.
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The sizo of the import domand for food products
can be influciced »y income, prices, and tle sizo of
domestic production, Table 23 gives the import domand
clasticivics with respect to incomo, price and domestic
production fo> some food products. The takle shows that
the demand fox irmorted rice, wheat, fish, beof, poultry,
tinned mecats, dairy products, vesctablos and fruits,
increases as income increases. Such increasos arce nore
than proportionate for rico, wheat, and vegetable products,
There is unitory income clasticity for beef and timned
meats implying that their import demand increases PIro-
vortionately wilth incoie. Inelastic import dozands are

portrayed for fisi, poultry, fruits and dairy products,

The import dewands for rice, beef, poultry and
tinned meats can be cut down by raising import prices.
Theso products have high negative price clasticitics of
import demand. ZIncroasing the import prices of the
other products - wieat, fish; wvegectablos and fruits
will not significantly affect their demand. A 105 caango
in thoeir prices will lead to less than 1% change in
their imvort de:and as opposed to rice, weef, poultry
and tinned ments whosc import demands will drop by more

. . . .
than 1% i {loir prisces are increaseod by 1%,

Only tho domestic production increase for veectf,
tinned meats, and dairy products will cut down their
import demands, Increases in the domestic production of

rice, vergetadbles ouliry and fruits will not huvo
? ?
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adoguate effoctes on tireir import demand, The table

shows tiat if thz Jomectic 3ro uction of rico, vogoetailes,
poultry and ‘yulis is eachi iacressed v 1%, the import
dewmand for thase commodities will drop by only S.04,

0.35, C.90 and T,Y6% respectively. Cn the other hand,
inport de s Tor eel, tineed —oats, and dailry pro-ucts
will decreiso L morve than 0 (i.o. by 3.&5, *L,T9 and

o " N
Te0% respnecitively ),

caapiion Cimenditures

3
3.5.1 ¢ Structuro of Houschol'l Lxnenditure:

The hecic docwient that nrovides info:ination on
Cameroon's consw nbtion cxpenditure is the 1907/54 llational
Budget=-Cong yniior Studies LiQ_/. The studices pnartitioned
vize countrs indto slix opro-ccological zones wik

ouala as gsepartte —ones., T.is clagcifiecation

of Yaounde
facilitatelrenresentative samnling for the study, The

reculting aorro-~ecolosic il zones are preseniod in Tanle 24,

Table 2t : Zameroon!s froro-Zeolorical Zoies
Py & b e

Camposition (Provincos, !
Zones divisions and towns) (Population

1. Yaoundo lJrban ! 4sh,0560

2, Dounla 1Jssan I 505,968

3. Cocoa/Tabrc=1Centre, South and Zast Provinces 11,535,014
co
- ! . ,
Ik, Cofreo 'ast and llorth "'est provinces plug lp a5 066
!lungo and lleme divisions !"’))' -
5. Cotton/Livo= Adamawa, lortli and Lxireme llorth
stock ! provincec 12,755,027
6. Unclassfied ,South Tust and Littoral oxcluding I
‘Tleme 2ud lMunzo divisions 505,913

-

Source ¢ Znsguedo 3udget - consumnation.
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3¢ dies, tlho 1933/84 aQouserold dbudrel for

From the bud
Cameroon was 750,000 million francs WA, Tolle 25 indicttes
-/

thaat food, drinlis and tobacco tool. up M55 ol %

budgot that yoln,

T o R e N 5o
Ttem y 0 hunoanses

. -
i pe

Food, drini:ig =il Tabocco ! Ll 59

[OxY

Clotlhes nad s .ous | Tl
lenis, w.ter, oleociricity and fuel ] 5.15
Louse e uipiond ! 5.23
Jewltli an it tnonts t Sl
-

rreasnort ond cor unic.tion ! 2Rz

- . - . . - . T L~
Zducatiorn, Todis. e nnd otlier seorvices | 24074

B e - eeaw S M b 4 b e 8 ek ———— . o s swem e e et mia -

Cource : Incueitsz “udret = “onsunnation

e, - - v

e Tvertge Lnonel so.nal erdenditures on food, drins and
tovacce per iy were as Jollows L!J / 3
Yaounch mon 512564 ,40 Pruncs 7/ .

PR

Douala zone 5560845 ,:52 rrnes CAM.
Cocon--lozncco zonoe 13117 .5 Francs CH/L

CofTeo zone 1518C7,:2 Francs 2.1,

f
oL
“OvLOor,

dvonioclt mono 180150, 17 Tranes O

L0rnio i

Uinclingeified
Tho ovel vder louseiold anasunl oipenditure on food,

drinizs and o' cco tloreTors anountoed to 1. 50070,35 froacs

<Pl AS expected, toe two ursan zones spend Lore o food
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to conclude that tho figures in Tablo 27 rofloct the

e "'thU.( ¢ of the larming housolwbl.ds,

In other words, tlie rzther nigh expenditure by the

farniaz ouse  olde rfedlecbs t.eir nushors than
3

identify ther o b T4 liest soenders on food., Also,

it hns to bo noted thini $hese exmendisures cct only

11y Toxvint,

tiie c.ormsoc o Sie conmodition o

aduced wd consuliod

directly " 5. osroducors.  Consecuvently, to Sobnlg of

o,

42 ooodd to rellectlt the vronoviions of *thwe

courtrrty Dhouna olds nceonrding to socidyeprolensional

catogories .od nod Shwe oxpectoed enmoaditure

@
[»]
«-

9]

ween socio=-ncefessional caterories.  I4 o thicr ranl:

¢ clasoea L descendin: order o .o

Tarrers, indeaondent workors, lobouress, jenior stall, the
uncunloyod, iosevoedinie siarls, sol0, and padd
acsricultur-l I-Tour, lso, invariabl,, corenls and

Suls of the ounehold exnendiiora irvosnocs

Ol

poe
oy

tive of ils socio-pirofescional clas.i:

2% do not portray e exnected

atles 22 and "

icont JLTCe rence in Pood exnendituro ool the socio-
profes:ionsl cl.ssoa, o outstnndins dif ‘erorcos are

o

ovserved otuveon e noercontages ol the Jdiflerent

prolessionnl rocac Shal consunie tw various Tood itoms,

(table 20). olever sant are ichaly
Jdomanded Ly 1L saouds ara onaily
ide=iilied in tols tasle.  Miese are plunbnins, ecocoynms,

i

cacus vy, rice, “roundnuts, and medoe, in onrior of demand,
Lagd . . - - /
Thay are deo rodsd Ty oy 12, 06, 12, 9,9, and 79 of thao

popul=ztios respnoclivelry,
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Table ~¢ confirms the absenco of food cxpenditure
distinctiom tetvezn drofessionn) groups. It shows no
distinct dif<deronces in the nuaber of kouseolds tnot

_‘\4\

spend o the variouns food items doswnpito the diflercices
in revenue zroups. Instesnd, it con Ye identilied thaw

znly domanded by all

avtout thes oo
revenue grouns, Jirlorences in rovenue groups do nou eplear

to affect tlzo d:iiinnd for nLignly priced high culity foods

Jowever, To:lo 3C shows distinet regionni or pro-

vincial diflers.ces in the nusher of houscholds that

spend on the JifTorent food itens., Thisc tends to agree
with:'a driorit /Mt r--osoning tn=t the €eedins abits iiposed
on eacsy zono oy its environmont and caliur: niay a
doternining o2 i tiae consumntion erpeaditure struciture
of hougeloldc., It inaien.eos thiat most housenolds
originnting ron. the Tontral Joutl: region do not spend

on rice as does i:e Zast, ilorth lest, Test and Douth

West provincoes. Houselolds of the Cenitral Soutkh rogion

spend more on oot an. tuders fcassava aund cassnva pro-

.
ducts, plant-ins and cocoyamg) - 22, 21, and 2Cp» of tho
aouselwwlds dir Sis region gpend on cascave, nlanbtains

and cocoyams rasihactively. The Fast appzrentiy concenw

tratec ca planizins, rice, cessava and raize. Housor ...

Zoldc of Tastort origin aspend more on mnize thian any

otaer province, incliuding the Vest and Horel: Yest previnces,
which are houm o e tioe major producers of this cirop.
This is prodz 1y Zecause, awvey frowm wome, tiey have

2izher proforaiccss o0 madzme than for other Toodstuffs

available to <romn., Touseholds of Littor:sl province
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origin are more used %o cocoyams, plantains, cassava,

cagsava wroducis, and rice in that order.

Table 30 : DStructure of Zxpecnses on Food by Province

of Trizin of “ead of lious

A AL e SO PR AS oIy P s A g-hediy o datipsiven

— b & e e ramen o —rais = mimeas

! ! o

% o ouseliolds that Spend on Food Itemc
!

T e e D 1t e ¥ s B nE Bk 8 e mim tn 4 b e & S L6 e a e e e aBe w4 @ e e emw

! i 1Plan-ilzsscaslBvect! ! i ! ! ]
tains ve and,pota=, 00T G.
Province licelliaize! " ° ““!m?o * %O‘L Iyass Taro!VanglBeausINuts] Total
0w 2
! ! ! lducts ! ! ! ! ! ! !

! l ! ! ! l !

Centr
{ 1 3 ? 1 2 i 2 Lo i 201
South 131005 P 211 2 1 1 20 + O 4 3 1 100
! ! ! ! i ! ! ! ! ! !
East | 30 1 ;! I 27 ! 1 O ' 0 ! 9 1 0] ' 0 ' o) y 2 1 100
Littoral ' 14 1 2 1 20t i 5 ' 0 129 1 21 L L v 71 100
{
Tortha T a0 ! 10 ! 27 ! iC ! 0O ° 20 ! 0 ! L ! H ! 17 ! 100

Hoxrth ' 3z | 6 ; 10 l 7 | 2 | 9 | 0 | 11 l 6 | 10 ! 100
lest
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
- n - o
Jest ! 22 19y 23 i 12 i 0 ! 13 i 3 ' 5 I 4 y © f 100
South 201 o 1 121 7T !t o 127 i 01 281 21 0! 100
Jest ! ! ! ! ; ! ! ! ! ! !
Source : Ln Deiande et le Farchd de Vivres dans les
Villes du Centre et Cud. Pg. 9.
Those frox the llorth oxpress their demand Tor slantains,

cocoyams, ground:-uts, rice2, maize and casscva. The
highest perceni~ge of households that snend on plantains
is shown %o come Trom tie Horth and Zast provinces
evon thougr no plantaing are produced in tho llorth, It
doog- =zppear th~i lousehiolds of Horthorn orligin resident

in tho South easily adapt to and integrate foodstuffs

of Southern orizin into their diot. The highest percentage


http:i~ood.bl

of households tiat buy rico comes from the llorth Jest
province, @Tor ouseholds originating from tl:ls province,
rice comes first followed by plantains, yauns and ground-
nuts. leoize and L2ans are ranked %o same - only &% of
tho houscholds allocato »-rt of their food budget on theso
two food items, even though tae llorth Yest is ono of the
leading supsliers of maize. Thais con be exdlained by the
high rote of liemo—coasumptioz of this stablo Tood. Lbout
25, 22, 13 and 72%'of lrouscholds from the Vest allocato
somo of thieir Ffood budsat to plantains, rice, cocoyams
and cassava rosdoctively., Only 2% malte ailocations for
maize., Yams cro Dougit by 20% of tie louserolds from tho
South Yest., Tids ds wore tian double e rercentago from
tie llorth Vesst (TT%) which follows the Soutr Yest in this

resmnect.

The oaly other »nrovinces that seem to Do interested
in yams are tze Jest (5%), the Littoral (4%), the llorth
(h%) and the former Central Southn nrovince (U%). It
should bo recalled that this analyses are based on
samales of households residont in the urban centres of

the Ceritre ond Douti »nrovinceas.

Tt 15 obvious from the above analysis that contrary

to"a prioi i oxpectations, the composition of zonal

3

12l groups doe ' nat

o
+
[
6]
7]
e
©

populations according socia-pr

ize of houschold eixpendiivurocs

Q

influence the sitructure and

on food, neitlar do tie zu2lity nor pricec of the food

items affect tho siructure of houschold expenditure.

To a certain extont, this supports the hypothesis that



the traditional feading habits of the region of origin
of eacih Lousshold influence the size of its cxpenditure

in favour of food items produced in its region of origin.

3.5.2 ¢ The Ilaturs of Purchased Food Sxpenditure

Variocus food groups take up various confficients
of the Nousohoid and therefore national food 2udgots,

. - A ~
Animal sroducts -l up an nverage of 34,09 of the

Tood ciponditure cucluding the value of want is homoe-

consumed by the nroducers, ALlthougn this Telis Dolow the

=
]

lovel develoned countrics it is conoidered rolatively

high for a doveloping country L12 /e

Table 31 urzsonts the distribution of the netional

xpenditures, o.. “ood according to clussificed sones and
food groups. I ghows that Camsroon with a nopulation of
2,351,394 spent 39,751 wmillion franmcg CT/ or. corsal and
cereal nroducts, 33,339 wmillion frc ies Cit on sterchy
foods, 31,270 willior on legumes and grzaing, $.711 million
on fruits and nuis, 7.525 nmiliion on mill% and millk products,
50,334 million oxn fots and oils, 65,722 miliioa on moat
and poultry, 45,7/5 million on fish, molluscs and
crustaceae, and 37,282 millica oa drinks and toracco,
A total of 352,'..G 1:illjon i.,ancs CFA was thus spent on
food, drinks and tozacco.

The nature of oxzonditure on each food group is discussed

Lelow,
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Cerenlo -

Tho avernze neor capita annual expenditure on cereals
in the countrvy =5 s:cwn in Tatlo 32 is 7.527 freancs.
4
Jaounde, Dousla uad tho Cotbon/livostock zZones are sheim
to Dbe %o hoavy ooenders on coreals, liillet and sorrium
J B -
e
v

A ey

el ~ ~ .- .
tko up b,C2% of e Tood most of wic™ dis spon
by consumors in v.e CGotton-Livestoclt zone wiiara sorghun

. . . - 2ot o~ - s
consumption is ~revaileont, ©¢~ikins up over 155 o tieir

food bdudgoet Lii_/. "he Cotton~Livesitocls zone also snecds

highest on corerlc, It ooeny 34,7 willion frnnmes in :Zuj/u“,

waicl. ia more - .nn dounloe whatu was spent by Sho runner up

P .
i

zone - the CGifTeo nmone wisa 13,3335 million fr-acs CFA,
Rico however re.ains the 1l:2dinz cereal on wiicli every

zono o3 %heo countity snends an impertont porticn on its

‘.

i cudsat,.

annual food

Tho cotior =zono also leads the nation in oxpenditure
on ricc, acconniing for over 3C% of the uation's oxpendi-~
ture on rice. It is followved by th> coffee and tho cocoa
mones wiich account Sor about 23 and 174 raspactively,
The citios of Yzouade and Douala account for about 8%

oach while the uvnclassified zone trails the list with 3%.

Starchy oods

Tna cvoracse aroenditure per nead in 3,737 francs.
The neavy snenders on this food group are tie Douzla and
YTaounde citios uiose annual per capita expenditures are
15,722 and 5,74, francs respectively., Tho rest of the

zonos spend less tan 5,000 francs per person Dor  year.
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Totzl
ameroon

L. < e an e e i .
7.7 T.an , nilo.ece, 347011
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1063.16
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5423,57




., / . ~ -
group, tiey t:=lze up 2,0 of the oniire Cood bHudget por
m

year. They are Tollowed by crssava which aceounis for

~imual food bHudget.,  Yaounde and Lounlo

2.6% of Ll

allocatos more t.:nr 55 of tleir cudgots to nlanoins waiile

{the rest of { . =o e, exceniing the cotton zone, nllocato

~ "/ - N . .
about. 3%,  Vaounde nnd the uncleascificd =one swend rore

on ¢ gsnvae and coosove Jrolucts toan any of the otlier zones -

N

- ’ 2 » . -~ - .
almost 25 of thei:r annunl Tood Sudizet ds ghoent on cnssava

wiile the rest of the zmones devoto less than 1% o}

=y
o
=
=
o]
H
N
3

annual food budget te these products.

fLpart frour t.ao cotlen zmone wiich spends an insigni-

Ticant sum on cocoyums, tiie resi of the zones spend at

[

eost 2% of their annual food budget on this itom,
Yaounde and DJeuulzn tonains the list with 3.2 and 3.6%
i [8] /

respoctively,

Very little is suent on dnro and potatoes. Only

0.32 and 0.37 resnoctively of thio nationzl Toed budget

These are cersumed in every ecological zone but
only 2,73V of t:o actional food budgot is allocated o
this class of food nnd srincinally on groundnuts, The

list with avout 4% of its food

coffec zone tops

budzet allocnted Yo proundnut consumption wirilo the rest

. . - . - 5 /
of tihc zones including Taounde and Douala aro on about 20,
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Tho por capita mnnual exvzadituire on legumes is about
3.214 frinesy Whilo that for Yooundo and Dounlz is over
3.00C franes, o:: vest ol the zones sooend Yetwoen, 2,:00

and 2,500 francs per nevson enca /ORI,

Zipenaes on thwose are low all over the coussioy, In
the zones, the annual ner crsitn expenditure rorngos from
420 francs in tle Gocon zone to . W43 fivics in
ZONno, Yaounde ¢ Dourln spcuh?.lll‘j and 2,70 frones
rogpecvively wiilo tie uational oo capitn ez onditure is
1,063 franes (Uohle 32). e oxsenditu e Ly e cotton
zone on this cliss of faod is reised o colaruts on which
the zone spords ~out 30 of its annual food odgat,

Tiais dis al.ost tiroe times the notional aves: e and woat

tle runnc - up zone ( tie collze zonog,spends LTQ /.

Fats and Cils

————

These talle up an avevsre of 5,407 francs DeT Dorson

witii Yaounde ard Jouale dosinv.bimg; as usual itz 16,143

©

francs and 1,463 franes ressectively (Dable 32),  Zalm

oil, cotten sced oll and groundrnut oil tnke W to aous

A ~ . ~ I . .
19 of tie Jood ~ud-es. Jalr oil is imnortans to all bug

o

the cottc:. zone. “udrgol ~l.ceascions te it reo CdThest

)

-~ ~ ! . el
“nd co.”"eoe zone (y.jh% and .3.J%).

in the wuncl
i1k, il Procucts and o

r .

Those atioct e lowest ceoenditure per erson

(3
§

(737 francs) @t o6 nobionni lavel. A1l tho monos spend

loss t.non 1,C0CC £ nes »er percoa on this {ood (sroup,
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axcopting Yaounde and Douala which liave ner conita annual
oxpenses of 3,.58 and 2,526 feancs resvectiveiy. (To:le 32),

The Sudrettrr .llocntion for this class of Tood, is most

ununiorn o s Lo Zones. Taounde and Donals s usual

ton the list. i ccer on frosh o willl howoever sinnd
ous in thoe Cotio: ond Livesioe! :zono.[:.? vihiero most of

tlhie milll is nroduced and tome-consuned.

Loats and Zouli.o:
Lwese roiv sesond oa the List of Tood zooups with

the highest nniiseel ser cupita oxenditure (7,019 frencs),
Tasy cve ol ceovose coasured in overy cc Yiomie Ll mone, Sue

loast s,snding 3,217 frs (Coffo zonc), whilo tho highest

(Cotto:: ":(mn) spends 9,357 francs por p.rson per yoar.

Yacuado end Dounl- are havever tie highast spenders on

this food ¢roun U ving o ver cnnita exvenditire of 15,592

\n

- ] . Pl e\ R .
and 14,547 franes cornoctively (Tablo 32). o weat is
tie priaccival popular itea in this ecroun or ¢ L1 zones, ang
ruci more 0 in Ul g cotion mone. PYoul bty anpears to

enjoy the same iimortance in ~1l1 the zones LIP. [ o

on these ronss third and

is 5.i81 frunes per porson. Tho expenditure is lowost

\

{(2.917 francs) i She Gatton zmone and ntighest (05,038

—~~ o~

i1.,41% francs)

Y

runcs) in the Ceunn Zzone, wiaich Lenots Douali.

but Talls below Yaocunde (14,597 I'romes) as indierted Dy

Tablo 32, Tice cocor zone and £he citios of Dounla and

Yaocunde have 0o Tdighest v ctions of the bud et Tor this

food zruocup. Tio Ludgel for siokod fisl is more outstnnding
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in tho Cuffoe, Cstion, and Unclassificd oncs. 2ut oxwvenses

on fresh fisz scorr uniferm in all tho zcones. lolliuses
and crustaceno racoive an insignificant poxrtion of tiwo

food buases f12_/,

Jrinks oand ‘"aliccoe

Do orvrert o der cenditln exweonditure on tliene is 3,779

frones, 1t run

to a zisn of S, frones in the U ielasnifind ono.

Yaounde wnrnd Dou- i

Dudtet cootlicic it Jor b ose

LAt T Lie Goacony thwe Uucloassilied

nroducts

ond the (wvo bilg ecitices, Mhe ogceoflicternts 1o vl Coaccea

and  aclosoificd zonoa are raised sy te dxpenses on

vl wine ad Ladostrial sinoes,  The national Zhdlet

S . . B . . P . A
coeiTicient forr totoceo is nesli-onzio Sut is up to 19 in

the two Licr tours ond in the VYocoa - Tohitcco and

U.classificed zownes Z_ié?__./.
A careful siudy nud comprrison of the censumption

and “xpoendituce Ciocuctuce of e vorisus food srouds

Dy region inveooTioisr Ltos o hiph corrointicn votweon
consunpiion ~nd emxsondibtuare. S lsce, the conseidtion and
cxpoenditure levels ~re Ligh in the relavant droduction

zonas cnd tho two eities, and lov o in Lo sooes rore

production iu Uroduein zonos

thieroTore wend e counmunme Lhe aroducéts thiey »nioduce oand
to spend more o suane,  This duplics thant oven thouph

tho rate of lonwo consw.otion is nigh L one the peoducers

- [

the vost of t..0 ioneproducin:g popuintion in tho 2 toducing

from o low of 1,7335frs in the Uotton zono
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zonos depend and consuwie mosily tho foodstuffs to which
thoy aro tradiiionaliy and culturaelly asrocictod, Thiu
adgh conswivmiicn wnd cusendituro rates ~f Yaounde and
Dounlz fer @12 Toodstuifs is understandabloe sinoo most

of the povulzlic: arv ..alply cousumers vio .ust buy all

tiaeir food iv-vircuaonto, Consunption of homo~producod food

1s almost abscnt in  thoso towns, Thora in ovidenco-.of shiftsin
tire consumniicn tterns of £ Loussiolds Yiving in the

ig cities due o foeir coning into contrct ~nd nssaciation
wit!: the diversiliocd foodstuffs and food ccnsumntion

J

patteirns of obhor rogions,
7 . . ~ s . .
360 ¢ ifanlysis of Food -etnil Prices
A lot ol cnution iz needod in the anulysis
of food rotcil Hricos available from diffo-ent sourcog,
ospecilly -siizcro s thods and tociniques of srico collection

. -

aro cortainly cilfcerent ind woro the poriod ol data

collection ove: for Lo snme yenr are diffZerent. Thezso
can result in -rlde viriaticns in the orictrs of tho same
product due {o cuusornl v ocintions.e It is sims series

data on porices 2ollactod asing thie same tee .nicues and

metiiods thet can nore menningfully bo annlysod,

[2e)

cedle 33 is oo oclear 2 ooole of price voritions
in urban archs “or tie sone Jear (l’,‘f"()), from tuo

)

different sources., Thn ¢ ile shows woarl o diirTerences
botwoen tho wve s ver unit orice for .aize (20 and
P20 frnncs), »ico (130 aad 195 frnncs), Irisx potators

(200 ang 153 I» =ns), Clantains (120 and 7. ?r:nca),




-Ffl

Teble 33 ¢ HMein Pricos of Foodstuffs in Urban. Areas

1925 Tron Two Differ nt Sources

I Svorage Prico 1 Average Prices

Comaodi ty 1 in CFA/kg ! in CFA/Kkg
! {Sourcu ) 1 (Source b )

1. Coreals ( voerige) 1 145 !
Mziza l 80 1 128
Rice 1 60 166 | 195
Millet & Sorghum ! 50 I 160
Whezt flour | 460 ! -
2. Starchv Foods (zverige) | 100 ! o
Yaems ! 150 ! 147
oapsava 1 45 1 53
swioet Potatoos ! 100 ! 92
Irish i'ot~toca | 200 ! 153
Cocoyems % Tzro } 80 l 71
plantaing ! 120 ! 72
3, "teats ( cverage) 1 1,500 ! -
Cuw ot | 1.000 ! -
Go:t & Shzon Mat 1 2,0u0 1 -
Pork | 1,700 ! -
Poultry "ot ! 1.470 ! -
4. Fish & Crustacoro (average) ! 770 ! -
Fish 1 nn | -
Crustecue | 1.500 1 -

— —— -—-————

Source (a) Leng Tarn iasd dlap J:

(t) €tudo do 1m commorcinlizotion de produit vivrior

Annox VIIT Pg. 29
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Swoeet notatoes (100 and 92 francs), and cocoyams (80 and
71 francs) frem the two sources compared., fn attempt

to analyse trends =y sorially cowbining this tyne of data
could bs very misleading. Only data availazle from the

Same source so

L1 Do used for the purpose of trend analysis
in this soection.

Hdowevor, it is import=nt to point out that price
Adiflerences euius Tetw:zn rural and urlan areas, leoferenca
to Tavle 34 confivms tais. The ta-le shows thot apart

Wese nrices aro similar in wvrban and

-

fiom rice ~nd ot
rural centres, ond fron bc'ns/po:s whos¢ prico is lower
in the urban ti~n in rurel coentros, the prices of all the
other foodstufls are clesrly higher in the urban than

in the rursl =arees. This could be sxplained by the fzct

that producticv: L.es 7lace in the rural arecs vhere

thore is also 2 zigh rate of ome consumption by tho

O-

o

producers and trerefore minimum marizet denand for what

o

they produce. Couasecuently, nrices are lower in the
rural areas on the aversge and higher in the urban areas,
which are basicelly consumption centres. The cases of
rice and wioat tre dirfferent since most of those commodi-
ties ara imported. As for beans/poas, the higher prices
in the rural arccs can be explained by the Deas component
which is iusorted and is very scarce in the rurzl are=s
where vhen zvailable, can be bought eonly gt a very high

price.

3.6.1: Tho llature of letail Price Difforences Lmong Provin-

oial “andcuarters and Between Rural and Urban Centres

Interorovincial nrice differences are expected

because of socio-~cultural and natural resourco endowment
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Table 34 Urban and Rural Pricus of Foodstuffs

i
Product I Urban Price/kg ! Rural Price/kq

I { CcFA) I (CFR)

Millet & Sorghum ! 160 ! 130
Mzize ! 128 § 108
Rice ! 195 ! 195
Wheat ! 178 ! 178
Plantains ! 72 ! 145
Cassava ! 53 ! 40
Yam ! 147 ! 122
Cocoyam-Taro | 7 ! 62
Irish Potatoes ! 153 1 102
Groundnuts ! 363 § 220
Beans & Peas ! 160 242
Palm oil ! 441 1 350
Swest Potatooes 1 92 ! 74

Source 3 Etude do la commercialization ¢es produits- vivriers

Annex VIII Pg, 29
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differences. Tho uivés of the price differonces are

determined by sroductinr and supsly sourcos cnd their

L

distances {rox the consumptiscn contres.

Table 55 wiwrents 1905 rot-il srices of major food--

a

stuffs in all :rovinecinl neadova2rtors. The price of

~

maize is sheun to vary from as low as 99 and 110 francs

at Safoussam ond wiicl. 2me both

situated in proviaces that are major nmroducers cf tho

product, to ac high as 132 fromes in Garoua in tho lorthern

province and 130 fyancs in Douais in the Litsoral proviace,

(1‘
H-
<
O
g
.
1
-
I‘l
9
He
ot

Generzlly, —ricec tond to be reln
Douala 2nd {nouade for =ost Fosdstufls understandably due
to their dense ropulation, high doiznd. and the fact that

city popuiaticns :.ro bzsically cousumers,
end CGaroua could possibly be explained By fzcters related
to tho forces of supnly and dzmand. They are Tzor away
from the »sroduction areas =nd veing urban cendroes, they
congstitute conswuing populations.,

Sorghum is wroduced und consumed pPrincipally in
tha threec northorn provinces where the towns of garoua,
lMaroua and Ngaounderce are located. The prica2s in theso
towns are frirly uaiforn, proba=ly because they zre close
to the »Hroducing coentres and becavse of +the pircsoncae of
the Vational Corenil Office whoso price stabilization rolo

+

is effective in taiese nrovinces. ice is heavily

consumed tlyoughout the couniry and most of it is importei.
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Table 35 ¢ 1986 Prices of Major Ffaddsstuffs by Provinciz) Hezdquartes

PRICES I CF2/%G

Commadity -
1 8'd= ! SF'ssam | Y'dé 1 D'la ! B'touz | Buez Georoua ! Marcua 1 Ngaounddré ! Ebolowa ! Average %*
Sorghum ! ! ! ! ! 1 o161 ! 160 I 125 f ! 162
Maize 1110 ! 99 ! 123 1 180 ! 110 ! 116 ' 182 ! 150 i 130 ! 140 ' 128
Rice ' gy ! 190 ! 192 v 171 ) - ! 2001 232 1 209 1 250 ! 200 7> 195
Dlantains roegt i 23 i 67 1 64 i ‘*‘77 ! 50! 62 | - ! 106 ! 93 ! 72
Czssava 1 - ! - 1 -1 45 ! - I -1 70 ¢ - ! - I - ! 55
Yams !‘?b5 ! - ! 161 1t 113 ;ﬂ“J ;“- i 1558 328 1 198 ! - ! - ! 147
Irish potntoes ! ﬁ;O ! 85 I 176 ! 142 % 2FE;‘-} - =} h~; Vo161 ! 140 o H 261 ! 153
Sweet poégéi:s 1 - ! 73 43 1 56 1 -jj--*-! 77 1 226 1 103 ! - —-‘{ - 1 92
:;:;:;s o 1 324 ! >82 ! 323 1 >o8 ! 45};-1 435! 267 ! 261 ! 345 I 304 -1 365
deans o b 1756 ! 190 U! 1585 1! 153 1 ~;;D ! 361!. 123 1 327 ! 267 ) ! 293 ! 202
palm oil 1 5389 ! 404 ! 440 1 372 % - ! 403! 612 ! - i 667 ! 467 ! 401
Cocoyams & Taro ~—~]_.30 ! 78 ! - ! - ! _+-—;—- 791 - § 205 ! 126 1 - ! 7

* Prices 2re @varages form the two major market:. in Yzounde =2nd Douala

* ® The sverage includes othsr mcrket: other thanm provincial hesadquarters

Source ¢ "zrkzting study. fnnex 4 Pg. 54.



This expilains the aigh »vrices in towns and provinces for
awvay frow Dounlr shden 1s $mce 8za Port through which the

imports floyw i:. -dce is pratuc.d by tures parnsitatal

orgenisetiony ..centad din Ude in tho lorth Jest provinco,

Ivo Plain 1n t1: Jast provicece, 2and Yagoun i the 3Sxtrene

Torth province, Thi3 comline ~ffoeis ot Hroxinity to
producing censres and to <ho Uun Port, exnlaias the

relatively 1oy :rices of 7, 189, and OO0 Taooaes in

Doualn, Bamend . —nd 3afousciil respucéiscly.

&

the comnoine a7facts of dictance frow, hHoos U

and vroducing c~uld exiain the reistivaely higa

rotail prices of 250, 232, 209, mad 200 frz=ncc in

lgacunders, Zurcua, iorceus and Bdiolowa respoctizrely,
~oot crops lile Trish votnioces, sweet pobtotoes,

yam3 and cocoyamns nwve lover rrices in tho Joulhzrn

provinces whore

are »rodiiced, and higioer ricos in
tho cities of 7-cunde =nd ‘‘ouala whare the dewand is aigh,
and in the lorthorn tewns owing %o their long distances
avay from thoe producinag centres.

Similarly sroundnuts whiclh are sroducad in lorge
quantities in thic llerth and Bxtremo Morth have ralativsly
low prices in the noeighzcrving northern towns ¢z opnosed
to high prices in thz town of 1lracunders and iz the
Southern citics. Howevor, there is alse production in
the Tantre, lortii YJest and Yest provincos.

The effects or prices, of »roximity te ths sunnly
caantres, and the comhine effects of demand and distance
away from the nu3ply centres are again clearly evidens
in the cage of >i=m oil. The price of palm cil in “ho

-

towns of Zomenda, 3afoussam, Yaounde, Douals and 3uea
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Products

T ———— . . oot ® & o s & e S Memmim it e # e e em SR bt S imet % S 4 Bk e & saa. @ a4

y Pricos in CIA/ g,

1 . s
[BarorlVacor-Doua=- | Vicio ! GarouzlBarte--|3alous—

Product yde. de (Lla ,ria | pae p onm
- ._...A.....*._~-<. . -:. PR -_-...;:.-.. - .......l.._...._.-.!A -..-<.-.!... PP .!-.- - —————

Maizo 'oss 1l 85 60 Y 52 P75 ! 23 1 b2
{ 1 ] ] 1 1
Rico oo tase tars s tass b oo tags

Plantains 37 ; 34 i 54 ! 5i p 75 .y 56 25

Cocoyams ! 30 1 56 + 63 | - i 52 1 38 1 =
1 i 1

Tomatozs il ' 197 : i85 "1135 ! 155 ! 303 ! 114
! ! { ! !

Source : tinigtr- of fxriculiiurs 1980, in Tommureciclization

vricrs do Basc =u Comnerosun g

[

deg Irocduits V
frnelyse <2 1a documentciion. ’g. 27,

3.5.2. ¢ QXRrends _in Fcodstuff Ret il Prices

ong=torm novemzats in agricultursl rices are
usually causad “r silow changing f2actors such as changes

in populnticn, clanges in preducition teochnolozy =nd changes
in real por crnita income. Short=t2rm movaranis on the
othor hand ars ciugsed by frctors such as wentlor variations,

vars, booms and Jepressions LEB /e« Various corbina

.

vicns

of tho above f-ciors irluerce price changes for sho
various foodstuf g in Ca.ceroon,
Food retzil »rice daia nave been shown to veary widaly

for tho same coasodity in the same yoar. Consequently only

price dnta from the same source can he convenionitly uscd



for purposes of trond analysis. In thz absance of such
.

time-~gerios ¢:.in Jor tho wholes country or for several

parts of the witole counvcry, it is doemed reasonable to

analyse mwices availablo Tor the majer cities (o roveal

the nature of Mo>% warice trends in the countiry. For this

purpcso, zrice ¢~% availadlce for soma inajor tovme of

Ca.orocm are uvcad.

sant country -ride resfail price figures
ime of study are the mean wrices given

En

cove: orly three yesrs -

raesuliing trends presented in FMig. 1,

treted shocw a2 vising troend oexcept for
cassava wiichh Tortrays: a slight deeclining trend, and

rice whose prics 1ls alrnest corstant over the th. 20 years,

J

he por unit price is lowest for cassava and maizo whose

B

prices are in tac neigatourhnod of 100 franes TFA per kg,
leat and fish h=ve the hizhost per unit prices wiiich
range from over 5C0 to about 700 franeés per lg. Ffor fish
and from ovar 20C %0 about 900 francs for mztt.

Tables I, II, III, IV, V, cnd VI of the annex,,
aresont rotzil srices for .ajor foodstuffs iz sixt tewms
of the variouc wrezlions of the country over a four year
peiriod (1977 to ?§30). Pron these tables tie iilustrative
grapiaa that Tolillow were »aroduced to focilitonto tho comdari-

son of price diffoerences bDetween towms over tino,.

The price %rends for cerecals and coreal products
as represenied Ty #hose of ricd, mnize and bread which
are illustratec for the major towns in Figures 2, 3, and

I respaectively.,
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Fig.2 RICE Rotail Price Trends
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Table 37 : Mean Zxdcoes of Toodstuffs in Cazercon

Commodity Kean Pricoe (Farancs CFA/kg)

T e et e o o e e e et 8 b s 4 4 i mne o - e -

1083/84

Palm oil 400 Lso ii70

Rdco i8z2 221 1906
Groundnuts 276 318 421

Sugar 274, 5 312 313

Cassava tubers 103 545 30
Faize grain 97 88,8 140,08
Ileat with bones 2130 8L,y 393.65

Fisnh (fresh) 509 592 7:i8.6

— e a4 s . e e M fie a v e e e c—

-

Source : Plan Direclour d'Industrialiszion ... 1955, pgl il

a gradual rigins “rend ig

For tae five tompo

oxhivitced. Zaffoussen aad the lowest retail “ricez Tor

rice avor the seriod, thie prices ranging from {50 franes
in 1977 to i3L franes in :920. It is followad by Yaounde,

Liwbe in tkat order. In i877. the

Jortoua, Garou:.
price differcniizls Botwyesn toums rangod from 120 fr-ace
per lnlegram in Jafoussam to 130 froncs in Limbe. In
167€ thaoey rangad from i33 francs in Bafoussem to as
nigl as- 191 francs in Limbe. In 1970 and 1920 Limbo
drepped from tie 5t1 to the sccond nnad third sositions
respectively. ‘.o orices ranged from 13L froacs in
3afougsan to 15Y francs in Garoua in 1979, vhile in 1220

thoy rangod from 30 francs in 3afoussam to 157 francs in

Garoua, The trands and price differentials for umaizo
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- 95
diffor greatly from thosc of rico. The trends fiuctucto
widaly for all towns and exhibitud the widgst price
differcntinls between towns in 1277 and 1980, The pricous
roenged from 66 firancs to 106 francs botween Bnmenda/Limbu
and Yoounde wespoctivoly in 1977 and From 65 froncs to

133 francs boetwoen Bofoussam and Bertoun in 1980,

Tho price tronds and Ai'foveniinls for bread for
these towis nre cowplotely different Prom these of rico
and maizoe. Yroead peices £:7 Yaoundo, uaroun, Safoussam
and Bertoua rimged fiova 200 to over 270 frones hebwoon
1977 and 19830, They avre e st nt oor Gorova nt U0 francs
pur kg but oxhibised a rising

trend for Taoundo, Bafoussam
and Bertoua. [For Limpe ~nd Bewmcnd. which are both in -
Engldsh spenldn,: part o Caneroon, the rices were dise
sinctly lower, ranging Todveen ns low s 50 francs So 130
franes por kge  In Comeroon, the Prench spcaking zonces ara
known to consume ~ lce of bread asg 2piosed to the English

gpealddng zonces. This oxploins $he price differcncos which

reflcct the difforences il demnnl in theso ZOones,

Starchy foocds = picatains, cocoyams and cassava,
whoso trends are srescnied in Figs 5, & and 7, exnhibit
fluctuating tronds, For plantains, the prices aro shown

o foex Bamenca and Bafoussam,

to bo relavively low and si~
fluctunting: hetween 18 ard 34 “rmnce. Thoy arce zelatively
highor for Bertoua, Limbe and Yaounde, wherns they

fluctuaic Letwvcoa 43 and 77 firnacs.
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Fig 7
Price Trends for CASSAVA
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Sy saatl gl nridces uhich

Garous. ateprds 2086 dagsin

fluctuite bLatwsesl Y5 and U/ Franes o g, Cocoyans

hatvaarn towns

the pricszs = -ed Poan 1 fo-une in sends to Y1 franes
: - . 3 Y ey e vem s Sommiey - .
in Yaoundu, -2 im 1520 %oy reazed fyow 17 {ra2nes in

Bafounnam tc tI fovnes fo and lrioua.

and towetces o5 stoum in

cunting trends.  he prices

wEr2 20owasy ia Zanende and safouges aexs
they showed o slor risinc tiad Doom 00 to 142 Svenes b

35 in Sertoua whore wiey fiuntuatad

per kg., anc wrTo
Debysean 247 nneo 3C0 Toaras POT LT, Unions a2xiiit

iicoocagin, welol diflere sdinis ove:rr Siwe andg DU e Lo

ranged frox azoud

freies a Tz, in

>

rricoe Gve.ds Jor Lonanz and »dneanles ars anown
in ‘igs, 10 and 7. The pricas are lowae™ in Jafoussem
and Zumenda whero Sheir pricus rapge rran 25 to L5 francs
2 kg., and higiecl in Gnrsue wiocre thszir wrilces fiuctuzte
The price dilfersaces

2.0C tha2re.o0Lc

co cowr mest and por sre suesessod

in Figs 12 and 3., ey are ricing foxr .1 th2 towns.

Taounde =nd Lin-e esaisi

ct

HTices din

cases while Suwdous hac tho lowent pricec for cow meat

znd Dafoussan tie lowsst I.- poriz. The
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Prrice Trends for Banana

102

Fig.10
4
100 . Garoua
90 / ) Y,
\ ;
/ \ /
80 /// ./
70
Limbe
/. Bertsua
€0 .
Yaounde
50
40 /..
. .7 - . Bamenda
30 Ceeentt et L.
-\‘\ . -
Bafoussam
20
1977 978 1979 1980 -



Figl 11
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Price Trends for PINEAPPLES
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Price Trends for Meat witlk bones
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Figo 13.
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YLOUINSE - LIMIULL
SZLICTZD 2ITAIL 00D 22ICES

ITEI UNIT 1975 1875 1977 1972 1979 193C 1987 1982 1933 1984 i2Cs 1986
N o
RICE-Bulx fide) 143 718 125 138 235 140 1€~ 174 170 185 198 198
CC"We-grain G 55 76 10¢ 7€ 66 g 134 P26 1€0 141 171 161
BRD,Du Lhosr TIECE by 52 54 51 54 57 65 ac 71 €6 65 60
LOUR=-tul:- e 1C8& 100 108 itk 123 126 140 178 i65 34 201 188
£G 33 2¢ 5L 84 5L 71 T4 31 132 123 92 103
ke 32 32 53 61 éc 61 59 75 113 28 67 71
pdel 2L 26 37 39 37 29 34 bs 75 60 55 60
BZAli3-dry XG 106 152 187 241 328 277 31 k183 4o1 523 587  Lhs
TOriT0=local UG 124 132 i35 i85 197 180 130 213 2355 228 287 301
BiNANA=swcot X 33 30 Lt 53 52 52 31 71 94 102 Q9 105
AViCOoT XG Th a7 St 1233 123 i31 140 136 253 2i2 241 308
GROUMDITUTC XG Y 185 2:¢ 214 138 239 362 355 313 279 Lig 333
PALLII OTL LIiTia 202 20C 219 250 258 250 250 25A 348 4ge 3 Loo
Il ~cons LITER iLk9 151 155 170 77 185 226 247 249 269 380 4os5
BEZF/bonc G 304 353 Lz L33 518 75 763 392 920 23 932
CHICUEN=1ive 103 506 517 £z5 500 5C0O 625 8i8 1215 31072 1221 1246 953
FOI 0N BOTTLE 79 80 80 98 108 06 115 123 141 140 148 160
WHISKY 30TTLE 1717 1717 1811 3iC97 1697 1928 1875 1934 285L; 3272 3314 3280
ND“”(]QS
GENER.LL IiID=EX 177 194 222 2573 267 293 323 366 Las u7s 523 558
00D INDEY 13C 211 259 223 352 22 372 LL3 508 531 528 525

SOURCE : SULLITII! IBNSUZL DT STUTISTITUT, TIRECOICT oD La STLTISTIGUE 2T Do 1. SOl PTLBILITE
HLTIONALE, IITIRL%, VARIOUS ISSL"JS. #% FIR3T QARTER AVE.QGE.,
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Tatle Lo H Evaluation of Rerl Princes for r‘o_-_;_d:‘;.‘cy.(if}:__j;n_ Yzou S, 1976-52 with 1976 8o so Yoo

..... - ——— - e a - U. - - -
1 DEFLITED  RIIZES
Product { - = - -
I 1975 ! 1976 ! 1977 ! 1978 ! 1979 ! 1520 ! 191 ! 1982
Maize T I 160 ! 125 1 204 ! 114 ! 173 ! 130 ! 27 ! 133
8r3ad ! - ! 1ce ! 163 i 140 ! 130 1 149 1 135 ! 159
Rice I 123 1148 1 M1 o5 ! 110 : 100 ! o2 ! 94
»lantoins 131 ! 29 ! 48 44 ! 47 ! 43 ! 45 ! 44
cassava I 20 l 26 b 31 ! 26 i 24 ! 19 I 21 ! 24
fams ! 53 1 5% il 74 { 92 ! 73 | 83 1 93 1 B2
Cocovims 26 ! 33 ! 45 ! 45 ! 44 i 41 ! 42 | 42
Croundnuts I 182 I 165 ! 195 ! 132 1 139 ! 194 H 219 i 186
Z22ns : Peas 1 136 I 152 i 165 ! 274 ! 24 1 136 ! .230 I 229
tepona I 25 ! 30 1 >9 ! 34 1 38 ! 35 ! 37 1 39
Dil ! 292 ! 200 ! 194 ! 171 ! 189 ! 168 ! 15 I 138
Touztoes I 123 ! 132 1 118 ! 125 | 145 ! 121 ! 109 ! 115
Oleri 1 148 ! 247 i 202 1 175 l 123 ! 255 ! 183 ! 262
Onicrsg 1183 i 142 ! 160 1 142 1 148 ! 187 i 152 1 147
Pincinples i 54 ! 47 ! 72 ! 556 ! s} ! 87 ! 89 ! 89
Cenarcl arice Index ! ! 130 ! 143 i 116 ! 1326 ! 149 ! 165 I 185

Source : Defl: $@¥ nrices obteined by dividing prices in Tanle 38 by the gecnerzl price indices.



Teble 43,
- LINTULL
PRGOS PRICES
~.7TiD 3Y GENERLL INDEX)

ITEN S 1872 1080 1981 1982 1935 1934 1985 1986
RLCT-bul- zG &1 51 56 55 28 51 50 48 Lo 39 38 ¥¥36
CCRwmgzrain G i 29 Lo 30 2 33 41 23 27 30 sz 2

il zh 0 20 19 2¢ 22 17 14 12 11
52 49 k5 L& 43 43 Lo 32 3 23 34
15 zh 25 24 24 23 22 31 26 17 19
i e 24 22 z° 21 20 26 12 13 i3
13 T 6 iz 10 11 12 18 13 10 11
sl 2l 136 123 ] T8 114 oL 110 111 &0
63 a1 75 T4 61 56 58 43 Lz 5 54
15 20 21 ic 13 iG 19 22 21 19 19
50 41 L1 Le Ls L3 51 59 Ls Ls 55
3 29 25 70 9% 112 97 73 80 79 60
103 59 ele o7 5 77 70 81 101 75 72
T 70 65 56 64 70 57 58 57 2 73
187 199 ioh 19~ 230 236 244 2is5 173 177
266 232 230 225 213 233 333 25C 287 256 173

i 36 39 o 36 36 35 33 29 28 29
635 316 758 710 558 580 528 504 710 6z 588
194 zo2 251 237 293 323 366 428 L7rs 523 55

250 23 362 32¢ 372 i3 5G3 337 523 525

1D DT LA STUTISTIQUE ET DI L4 COMPTABILITE

ITT QUARIER AVERIGE
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betweun towns renged rrom ~hout 400 francs in Bortoua to
775 franes in Yaounde for cou meat in 1980, and from 480
franes in Bafoussam %o 950 ivancs in Yaoundo for pork the
same yoar,

3.6.3. dominci and Roal Pricc Tronde

——eT

The rost of the Svend nanlysis that voiilcwan utiiizes
Price data for tho capita’ city of Vaoundo from Sun sources,

Tablo 36 »resenis tho ovolution of nominzl food nrices for

Taounde for Lhe neriod 1975 <o 1982 while Tablo 39 »resents

to 1905 from a differont

the similar iaformation from 1275
sourcc. Graphicnl prosentation oo ench commodity allows

for a ticre vivid annlyses of the situntion.

Logencral ook ab he figuvres in the two tables 1rcvoals
a price hike for corénin commoditios, Prominont among
these are pineapples whoso price (Tublo 38) shiot up 3.5
times during the Jeriod, znd bheans, yans, bananas and plantains,
wtos0 prices went up about 2.5 times cocoyams, groundnuts,

and cascava bad modorata incrcas-as in their pricos.

L crop by crop nominal and r-al Price analysis is
prosented below, Table 40 presents deflated prices for
1976 to 1982 (defl-ted from Table 38) while Table ki prosents
doflnted price from Tahic 39. DIven though the figuros in
Tables 3¢ aud 41 are moro up-to-dato, the analysis of roal
prices is hascd on the figures in Table 40 bocause it
Provides basc yoear pricws with which the doflated prices
could He compared, Hovever, <he Your Tables invoivod have
beon observed te exiibit similar nominal and rnal pricc¢ trends

for tan. various Crops.

Fig. 14 compaves the —aal and nominal prico

DS



Fig. 14 compasres the real and neminal price tronds for

maizo from 1575 40 1922 with "974 as she boge aar,
The graphs shov a widoely fluctuesing but rising trond,

There aro uaried differc-ces beotweon the roal srices

and tho prico in 1875 - $he base

than infTlalio: Sheroforo oxiss %o ornlain vhe oricoe

o~

differentialc Zor mrizme over tiwe. Such Fochors have
Doen idontificd Tor Toodstufis in tnc fortiow deatsra

Taounde

South proviuce

(i) denand, wiich. an oxdonontizl

3,

progrossion, isi. other

food products 2o ouitside tho srovince, aad (iv) the

then Marietin- Zost (mainly transportation whien tihe statoe

rne trends Tor rice and briad shown on Tirg. i5, and

16 228900 Eiveir come 4 miTnm i e e i o e
reshoctively cre similar., Their nominal prdces
n -

oxnibit a geomoral rising trond with sonetimes slipght
[ ] -

3

fluctuations. 7“heir deflated nrices tend %o be lower

aan ¢he hago ol price and se exhibit asn 2luost

be oxrnlained 3/ Suctors osher tlan inflation., felually,

the »prices of Ulicse preducts are siato rosulcted in one

form or thoe o Uce is eithasr imvorted or is produced

Q
[0}

locally vy parapudblic orsanisantions. Roth sources or supzly
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»2L.  NMeat Trom

ara gubjauustd 32 soate cuv

is wede is Z.:w52d, booad is a processed produst. snd -

o

2ommiodities ave costroliaad o0 ke OLznbo.

oricass oR: Lol

cullitit a dillere tt tvoud and ari ook
dilTarand Troot o hase raor uirien, oty
e VD 2Ralc e &l foetal ooy vy dooie e
T2 aricas ol siircehy foodu - CROURTL, YR
A 30coyMTo, o JL ushrated in figs 13, 20, S0 end 22
resdezcedvelr, Thodio Srends sya lise Shose of o

R o

—innan»nles. “is

lines nre reliztivelyr suall, with the roninal ~Tices
o ? 2

exciviting & rritie ceoorvel rise while +he

oy Y vy
Q0 are 2ow

3l

nificontiy

Ly

3¢ Thwo chwinges irn the

con shewelora 2o atiyviovted o

nominel Tricesr 2uorT
inTletion., T . porice trends

’

- PR . e .
orroa, T z. bt} =ra gicilar in dhat $heir tre-ds ton

Tali TLlow The reel cd a2avinzl

Tase year price 2uvu those Tor oitro are defizitely teolow
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Fir, 18 WNominnl and Real Price Trends for Beana,}’eas

CFA
60

, -

440

na2o | /'

yoo | p y /

380 | ! \'\ 7(

. \
300 : /
\\/
7RG
260 ¢

=ho |

720

200 1

180

160

140

" 4 ri A
[4 v a e s 4 . 4

1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982



114

™o N ~ N "_‘ . .s
Fig. TGE)F;\ Nomirnal ond teal Price Trends for Plant~ins
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Fige. 20
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Fir, 29 NomaAdal nnd roal price drends for Ynms
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Fige 23 Nominal and Renal piice trends for tomatoes

e Nominal

Real

76 77 78 79 80 81 &%



ig.

24

120%

1Q0

118

Nowlnal and Real price tronds for Okro

f\ Nominal
/

Reél

80

76 77 78 79 80. 81 82



- 119 =

the base year pirice. Conscquontly, while the price

changes for oliro could e said to hawe been caused by

=0
infiation and seasonal voriations, those o tomatoes
apnoar to e =fTacted only Ty dnrlation.

Fruits 1ilre Trnans and pineanples wilose price trends

are ililustoosed in Picn 2% and 27 respectively, exhibit

similar tronds G Siat the btread for the nominel wnd

real nrices in osel case are similar,  They ~ro zlmocst

horizonial fTor Z2nnnnt whitle Tov ninecpnles o, oxiibit

a slignhtly fluciturieing and gentle rising Strend, The

difTeronces Totveen tlie ronrinal and real trices arve

var, much {wo  tloe Dase yeat nrices. Iaflaotion is
thercforo tl.e couce of thio chonges in thedir

nominal »rices over tivie,

in ceoaclusion, it does appear that factors other than
inflation inlluence tle prico chnnges of only coreals,
some legumes cnd some vejeteble items, TFrico clanges

over time Tor tiie west of thie food items discussad can

ve bagically aturituted to inllotionary Torces,

3.5.:h Tusure Mrends Do Moods stuflfl Prices in Yaoundoe

f.5 alirendr cenvioned, fubture derntnd, future
supply, expected compotition wiitl oth»r food riroducts

from othexr provirces, =ud warlketin  cosits, oe eipectoed

to influz ce 7o nsture of Tuture nrice treads Tor foodee

stuffs in the Zontral Soutn nrovince L1 /. The
projections of Tallo B2 are ~ade frow past price trends

uping the growih rote of tho M yoargs proceoding 19323,
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Fig. 25 Nominal and Renl price trends for Banana
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Fig. 26 Nominal and real price trends for pineapples
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deflated by tiie rato of inflation, e projoctions also
agsuno taat the zrowth rvthnm is constant.

The nature and direction of tine trand Yor each of

aro illusitoted by the trond lines

the major
shown in X

\

Me. 27 oxitito o sositive drend for meize fron

projections cofimate the nrice of waize %o wise from

i30 frones in 1277 %o 59 franes in the year 2C00., ~he
domand for maize ic tihius ecxpzcted to grow faster thon the
supnly within the period considered, othoer things being
egual,

Tre projeciions o rice show = decline in nrice

to 106 francs by tho year 2C0C.

Lo

from iTh francs iz %

Fiz. 20 conna:

contly exhkitits a downwnrd trend in the prico

of rice. It is Sliorofore eideclboed that rico supnly is

going to out;row its thie coming yecrs, homefully
through incrozsed production rather than increacsed
importation. Projections for tread also show & declino

in ites price from 203 froncs per kilograin in 1933 to

as lov zs 101 francs in the year 2000, Tig. 26 consegquenily
exhibits a downuord sloping trend for the nrice of bread,

)

Doegpite the »osuliar consumption of dread all ovar he
country «nd thz Toct that virtually all ths vheat is

imported, the projactions dndicato that suzply will

Ca.

excoed demand otl:er taings Jeing egual,

Q

L5 for plantains, casszva, cocoyams and yams wiioso

-

demands nhave Been doscribod oo rigiad L1_/, tho projections

show steady price increases from 1i0 to 159 francs for


http:o.-U,,.ar
http:downwr.rd
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Projected price Trends for some foodstuffs

Figi 37
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Projectwzd price. trends for some foodstuffs
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plantains, 50 %o Y0 francc for cassava, 95 %o il0O francs
for cocovams zud 170 to .20% Twrnes for yams, within the
poriod cecnsiderad., Their srend lines are all positively
gloping asc indicatel in Pig A7, The domond for these

s A7,

actod to conii:ue to excoed supply in tho

products is =xv

otiar wcosuras are tsltonn Yo roverso

coring veecrs un
the tre=nd,
Sroundnutc, tomatoes, and onions, lilkeo tae cere=nls
have decliningz rice nrojections. e pricoe of groundnutls
rops frow 37C %o 236 tiancs, chat of tomatvees from 215

te as low =zc 55 Trancs, while that of onions c¢rops from

~oumpticn and Jutvition Immlicetions of

Ragionel differences in food »roduction and

g3
supply hava rerional nutritioncl effects on e propulation
as indicatod iz section 3.3. Deficicncies i cartain

food values 2ve Teen skhoun Lo cause diseagoc in some

parts of thie countcy. Juch dise=ges can Lo controll:d

by the sunnly and consumntion of Toods thaat mrovide theo

deficient nutrients. Since the food groups contzinin

2}

roduced elsowhere, tiey can

[
[oy
Q
H
o]
7Y
o
e
H
o]
(a8
]
P
b
H.
[o]
'3
ot
4]
10l
H
o]
(o]

o suppliied o suc arcas tihrough inter-regional

nae

nondulations in affccted areas

the importance of consunin: vhe

20 doficient nutrients and nmust

be encourngod 1o concume them,


http:consu:m.in

Lpart from offorts by health authorities to initiate
and oencourage tl¢ supply and consurmtion of nutrient rich
food iterns wisre there is need, their actusl supply and
consumpbiorn yill depend to a large outent o- bheir arices

and on tho incomes of the zf scted popuiations or social

groups,

It hac “e=zn zhoun thet food prices in Jomeroon vary

widoly fTrom Sorm 4o town, season to season, day to day,

maritet to warret and evon from Nour to hour. he qualities

o .

of' food products nize vary in toms of verietien, freshness

and ripenoss, vr:icl reander their comparison diflicult,

Tha situation iu ~rxravated Ly the eiristonce of unsiaadzre-

dized measurc.ens units waich vary among scellers and even

with tho samne oolior,

The prircipal foctors tiwt influence res~il »rice
formation incilude $t%a »roiucer price, marketing costs,
type of distrilubtor, volume of transaction, lovol of
supsly and deuond in the mzr¥et, the quality of the

N

product, and storase facilities,

iy

The eoffects of vrice and revenue on consuitption can

best be ctudiod by the use of 2lagticities., Data for Yaounde
in Table 43, show that plantains, maize, cassas, and,cocoyams
have inc.astic prices, The. demand for each of those commodi-

in igld, As their prices rise their doemands fall less than

the price increasos. The demand for yeams on theo other hand
is shown to o luizhily prico clastic. Should vne prico of
< &
. . Y s o - -
yam rise by 1y, iis devand would drop by 3%. l.sanwinile,

rice and beauns Tave unitary elasticity., Their demand will
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change vreportionately with srice chanze. The table also
reveals throuzl: il.e substitution effects that all the
producits except rice weuld be egasily substituted in tho
face of pricc incremses, Thae comsumntion of riost products
is therefore affected Ly price changoes throusir the

combined oflects of chanzes in demond and t-e substitution

of the highly :riccd »nroducts witiy cheapor substitutes,

Consumption is 2lso affected by changos i »ovenuas,

The revenue olrgticities of denand in Table U4 sliowv that

1o

only rice, wzent, =2nd lLicney/susar will roespond do algh

revenuos wiiln highor demands, 2Revonue chanszes hzve
insisnificent offects onm thww dom=nd Tor most of the other

foodstuffs excerting cow neat, noultry and etimulants

snxr vravenuo elasticitics of demond,

whien hove und
Their consuisiicn incrrenses proportionately witih increzse
in revenue. Cérreliy foods such as yams, CRSILVL, COCOYAR M3,
and plantains eihi®lt inelastic negative demand with
respact Fo revenue. The denzand for starchy Tood is
usually exnecteod to dirop in roeshonse to increass in
revenue because it is exdacted tiazt concume sift to

highsr value Tocus 2s their revenues increasc

This norm is

Furthsriore, 1t
taat the pricec of feodstufls rise more ropidly than
the rote of inll~tion and that tho dizeguili
demand and gus:ly tonds Yo grow with time LTM/. Suchh a
trend hiag been porticuicvrly noted for beazns, cocoyans,

cassavi, slaaliins and weive wnich are in hizh demand,

most consumed, Mut in short supnly. Rice and bread play


http:insir-nifica.nt

~ 120 -

a substituting role when the price of other foodstuffs
riose, since %3 l.ave relatively stablo pricos in most

parts ol the counitry, a:r shown carlier in Pigs .1 and 3

Table 43 = Pricso slesticitices of Consumgtion‘gqg_cegta;g

Ly [ o I
Foodcsufsls,
A A

Froduct ! I rico Zloassicity! Substitution effect

et s e e b e 4 e ettt e e e e e e e ——————— e+ 4 .. —— e,
. H

1
Plantain ! -0.,8 ' -1,78
! !
Rice ' ~1,C y ~.9
Ilaizo ! ~C,9 ! -1.,0C
~ I - t P
lassova =04 G ~7,92
! t
Cocoyams -0, ! 2,07
!

Yams ! -3.0

3eans ! -1.,0

! !

et e - e+ > n - — Bt JE T Y D

-303
=44

o

Source : La Deninnd 2

ct
I3)
H
[¢]
e
[v]
-
lav}
]
hV]
-
<

Table 45 srosanis total and »ner czpita consupsion expen-—
ditures from %355 ar2jected to 1990, The Per capita
expenditures ~xre “ased oa ths assumption that incomo,
imnort Prices, and domastic production follow 4he 1065

to iSCC trends. Tle tadle indicates a step rise in tha
country's nominzi per cupita expenditure on consumption
from 13,500 £ nes in 1955 to 323,100 froncs in 1990,

4

The expenditure Zincrorses DYy 12ore dhan 153 every fivo



Table 47 ¢

e e e e e me e 4
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~

nodstuffs

Mo

Paddy ricao i

Millet &
sorghua
whant

Len.es

scriiu

Setr ane Tubere

- Yims

- Cragaye

]
3

|
!

~Suett ntotpos

irish Potatoost

Cacayomn

1oneain

L

. )
Lr [N
PARP

Laro

!
!

Ny

s |

Huks ond qccins

——— v — e

Hotg

groins

Vegatibley ]

Janan:

Lngs

Fish ? orts

“1ish

wristtoung

|
i
!

Sour=za

0.6
030
0,50

0.00
0.50

trcai g

0.75
0.90

15,1

Y

D N PO - e e
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This by far oxcoecds the corresponding population growth
rate whieh Aaccording to the figures in tho table grows

. o .
by lazss tion . overy fivo yvoars.
i

=
.
[¢]
ja}
6]
-

thia projec

o

Qeal totcl olseonditure accordi:

. . ey . - : 2 Al .4 -
18 cxpeceed to izcroese {vronn 201 Hillion fraces in 1585

to 1,177 Billi-- Trates in 19%5C wiile tlie rorl por

capite orpendiviirzs will rico form 3,302 frires in 1965
to iCi1.,570 frices in 1020, e deflated exninditures

iy frorn: tho base year ox:ianditures,

sver time ceould be oxnloined

ticn.  Suen factors trould
include incresad consumption, increazsed income an.

increased dearnd Tor foodotufis, rosulting in ' -h prices.

It would ¢ Jrow section 3.7 that the
rojected nownintl aricos for tihie vordous Ffoodstuffls
rising tends. CZeveral of +tha real
Prices also oxhiited rising tronds oxcept for iitose food
items whosoe prices nre state coi:rollod,

p—

There is thus the tendency thatl rising Tood pricas

would increase congumption oxienditures on food.

in the prices of foodstufTs could
;22 nutritional woll beins of “oth consumors and
producers. /n incronge in the nrices of tliose food items
that supply tlie critical food nutrienis te the sopulontion
vould advoersely z’fect thoe nutritional well toing and.

hoalth of ‘he low incom: groups since such incroeases

could causo Uiei: to shkift to tho consumption of cagapar
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but low nutridtient providing food itomns,

Increased domind and therefore increasod »rices of
foodstufss in %o 2roducing contres may resuld in the
roduction ol Tore-.cocnsumption “y tae louse
of sslos and & consozuoenk lowing of the oroducors! nutri-
tional well %ein - if 5.2 rovenues oltainod Iron sales

surchase and consume food of

2
N
3

are not uco

nutritional valuns, Jhe dnzact of higher wrices cn Tood

consunnition and suiriiion could hHe investignted =y studying

PAIN

the consumption elasticitics of 4hoso food cropns that

aro most imroriont to the nuiritiorn of a give~ sot of

souseholds, i study of the nutritional conrisution of

thre2 food :rovc ~ corn, 2:°ns, and Iris

1 potatoss, in

<he llort: lest rovince in 19622, showod that the average daily

1, e

contribution 0” corn %o tio per capita intal"e of colories
was 54.C% and Tor wroteins 48.9%. 3oans contrivuted

~y e - -~ . .
9.2 and 22,9 ol calories and proteins resvoctively

whilo Irish pet<door cor“iisute 5.C and 3.5,
The thr-ee crop: vozether sudply 59,0 and 75.3% of the
daily colorie =2d nrobein intalo respectivoly [ﬂg/.

From estimnted wrico olasticitices of calorie =nd protein
wiich aro <0,773 ~nd -0,343 respectively Z#_/, the offocts

of price incro-

9]

2

Q

o the consunption of corn, “Heans and
Irich potatoos inm +the llorth lest province are estimatod
and shown in Table 46, It is shiown that a 70 increase
in the dvico of S-ose products will lcad to 7.7 ond S hgh
reduction in calorie and brotein intalke resioctively,

A 2C% risc in thoir price will:diminish calorie intake by

15.5% and protein intale by 13,9% similarly, a 10%
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inerease in t:s nrices of the tiree products will docreage

the Minimum Daily e-uwirenent (DY) of calorics by ©,9%
. - T RY - by - ~

and pretoeins 2y N5, In thwo stast run t:crefaro,
A . .

cropd drices lave bhe poteatici for adversely
affecting ti» sutritional stalbus of tha formers. Sovevor,

rod thb thiors i rozson to

bolievar it sucl. nuoredive dnmoct will reduse ~ad

pvosoitly

0 + v ! ... .
to © positive olfect /b /. Chis is

based on the noounmintions toat (i) the {ormers oy adjuss
their Tood conc tpiicn Mmbits o incroase the intolie of
itoems otier t.-.n bhose viose prices ore affecied and

(ii) the fTarmers rill incrincse the production and sales

o

Ox

thoge oroducts it higher odrises.

128 _and .lequl=ations that Influence

Tho mejor wolicy issues th-t influencs or would
nave influencad Tood cornsumption in Jameroon zro the nrice,
ituiion, and input subsidy policios,.

Thore eiricts = nominal Lvice conirol svysloem for
certein comiodities, Tor all locally manufacture products
and all local industrinl sroducts. This nelicy remains
unenforced and is thus inéffective excopt in theo case of
tho Ilational | zrizet Zoard {QNZP3) which offoctively
imdlements producsr prices fov the drincipal ngricultural
OXPOTES 110_/. The dnelectiveness of the tiice conisrol
policy reoultas Tromn the luci of onforcement mochanism and

resources. Jeor instance, thc llational Cereal Office which


http:manufactu.ro

hags 25 one of its major objiectives tihe moderntion of sen-
sonal and rogionsl pdrice fluctuations of groing, has been

ineffactive oving o locl: of adecuate rosourcss for

implencnitation,

£lso, atteunts by the Devaritiens of Price Tontrol

ol fthae idnintry ol Uotitorce, Lo coaitrol tho wrices of

locall s producaod foodstulls ~nd locnlly nrocessed pro-
3

ducts *ascd on production cost, hivve Yeon Truisless des-
)

pite fines, ~rrastsand zlosins of offenders! stores.

y ineffective slemensction of the nmrics policy as

boen viecwed rosior oS oa blessing o the often ~colaimod food
self-sufficioney in Camoroon / 16 _/, which in

affect is precuricus in thaé reserve - iocls nooded in

times of crisis caro nonexisions,

The irpory subsitution nolicy is closely assciated

in thw policy of food d.-ocduction by darasiatal organise-

o

in .an attenpt to cuxt

tacse nroducis and their

thx size of iipoxitition o

Kal
L

attendant impoct on Toreign oxhiange rosorves. lgein,

this strategr ne proved inoifective becauso irmnlemeniation

s been confronted with 2 conflict of interosts of

-

preducews and ~id deonors on tho one aand, and importors
and consumers ¢ thwe othor LIQ‘/. Tho producers and aid
donors favour a ci=up down on iwmpnortation so as to soil
at prices high cnougk to cover their hi h costs of

R

production,

izportors and consumors on itheir part

uN

refor the clocaz imdorted nroducts that aroe virtuall
" &

dumped intc the country at give away prices. Thoy stand


http:atter.pt

- 136 -

to gain more from tho dumpinr deal than from the less

beneficial deal imposed on them by the local producers,

For inctance in 1505, rice was irmorted nt the -ate of 70

francs/kw in Zounla os opnosed to the price of locally
SH francs. Jrose conflicés havo con-

KN ~

tributed sr-octly vo the foilure of most o he parastatels

te meat the desired food supnly objectives,

The imput subsidy policy aimed ot channelling baclz
to farmers some of vlie morkabin ' surpluses Trom the
marleting Zoaxrd lios nlso proved ineffective at the
implemontintion level, This results Trom the absence of

. ',

an apsropriate oflicivat implemensation institutions L?h_/.

ve Llowover benefitted food production
only indirectly sinco the subsidized inputs lille fortili-
lizers are -yinmrrily meant for tho export crops which
happen for the nost zart 4o e grown in mixerdt culiure
with food crops. Unfortunately, the inputs usually arrive
the farmers tco i=te to have z2n offective or desired

impact.

The institutions thoat influence food consumption
are primarily VFISIVIV, the lational Cereal CfFfice, the
Iiinistry of Zcononv and Planning and tho lidnistry of
Commerco ©nd Indusiry. L1l tiese are supposced to have
diroct impact o the prices of food products. MIDEVIV
wag supposed tc curY or woderate increases in the »rices

of foodstuffs in tho urban centros by promoting ircreased
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production through the supply of improved seed materials
and other inputs, and through guaranteeing = market for
the incrzased nrziuction by farmers. This io donou by

buying directi o thin farmers and supnlyiazz 4$h:z Sowns
o Iy =1

at lower prices. “Yiey trere aitsacted *o bring down urban
& - ]

foed »nrices throa coirzetition with =mrivate food distri-

1

butoérs, Unfortunately, Hhacir operations haeve tended 4o
complem:cnt the Jdistributoers rather tluan coripete with

them,

The price control role of the National Cercal Office
has alrexdy beoar discussod above as well as tie role of
the department chcrged with rrice coaitrole in the 1’
.
i

of Economy and 2lomning. ho Vinistry of Comiarce and

thiat are ineffectivelr control-

Q1
cr
1)
[4]
H
|—|-
e}
o]
L‘\

Industry fixo
led, It is =150 incharge of weights and measures vhosa
so nuch desired irpact is still far from Deins felt in

the food scctor. It is one of the existing handicaps

in »roduction and uarketing,

Tho othser izstitutions that influonce food consumption

are the MNMinisitry o7 Heoltn which is supposed to lool

S

into and control nutrition bascd diseases througia the
encouragement of tle conumption of the desircd nutriznt
rich foodstuffs; +iae I'inistries of Agriculture and of
Livestoclr and /ninpal Induciry, whose policies are oxpectad
to influence rtrocdiction of food at 211 levels; and tho
inistry of liconomy and Planning which together with

the Ministry of /griculture and that of Livestoclz and
fnimal Industry act os supervisory llinistries %o the

severcl food piroducing porastatals. The parastatals thoame-
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selves also contitute institutions that influence food
consumption since they arc orpacted to nroduce to augment
the foed items that are deemed to be in short supply.
These parastatals inéludo
i) SEIXY ia tue Tixtrame North province, for the
production of rice,

ii) UNVDL in the North West province, for rice
production,

iii) SODE.:TI" in tho “ast province also for the nro=—
duction of rice,

iv) BOCAZLLIl in the Littoral province, produces palm
oil,

v) CDC in the South ost province, produces nalm
oil, ruber, vanana, tea and pepper,

vi) SCDEIE in the Uorth province, whic: wasn
initiclly created to promote the production of
wheat Sut which failed in that mission, and
now promotes tho production of maize;

vii) S0DECTITCH in the Horth Province produces cotton
seed cil, and
viii) SODIEPL, charged with the imorovenment of the

sup3ly and quality of meat.,

Regional Developaent Authoritics and Orzanisations
such as ZAPI (an intosrated development orginisation in
the Zast province), SODINVLL (a villagze settlement project
in Littoral), JIDL and 1EDLLIO (devolopment cusihorities in
the Horth Yest province), and the high plateau pProject in
the Jest province, also influznce food consurntion by

promoting food roduction in their areas of jurisdiction,
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The attempt at cyuitable rezional distribution of theso
parastatals and rezional development organisations portrays
the govornmenit's zood intention o regional bzlance in

tho supnly of Tood aud in income distritution.

4.3 ¢ Regulotions

o

The onily official regulaticn thnt is sunzosed to
have an imwvact on Jood consrinpvion in Camerocn in Law
11° 72/13 of 17th Octobes 1872 whiich was revised by Loy
e 79/11 of 30%h June 197%. This law empowers the

governnent at linisterial, Provinecial, and cdivisional

o

levols to rezul-te nrice determination, prics Fixation,

A

sales and dicitritu

oA

tion of goods, and all proctices that
influence consumer nrices. As has been mentionoed above,
the price reguintion wolicy prescribed by tibs lav has
fortunatel: “ocnn largely ineffoctive -4 regoxis the
control of loec i Tood prices, DPrices in tho Food market
are dotermined v tho forces of supply and damnd and this

has resultod 25 ointod out above, in the ralatively

favourable food supsly situation in tho country.

The avove law says nothing about food quclity
conirol at Aany lovel, neither is thero any eificient food
inspection and control mechanism to guarantee quality

and safety of botl: processed and unpirocessed Hroducts

sold o the public,
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Zxpected Trpact of Medium Size Farms Project on

1% 4
(]

Consumption

5.1, General Impzct
o

Tne mecdiwv:: siso farms project if successfuily

-

implemensed will ave theo effect of incroosing food and

-
1

Xport crops mroduction. Food supply will certeinly

increasc 1in tro and quentity and may there
the means of distribution to needy areas to olp solve
their food shordago and accompanying nutrition based
discase probleiis,

Increasecd »roduction hias teo be accompanied by the

L

neod for trnng: mation with all its attendant advantagos

espeecialiy witl. resiect to cormsumption, storasze, tronse
portation and provision of utility ovor time as pointed
out by Ayissi et =»l. -~ 125_/. The advent of an increaso

in the oaxisting »rocessed food products and tho introduction,

W

iy

of newv ones as o rasult of tho impact of ''ZI" on food
supply, may ieznd to importznt changos in tostos and
feoding habits of Comeroon's diversifiod nopulzation.

This could increzso the consunption of the various food
products at all levels and in all regions of the country
thoreby kelpin to stamp out malnutrition whoere it
oxists. Changos in tho forms of food products vory oiten
result in reductions in bulk thus faciliting transporta-
tion and ensuring & widcr geographical distrizution and
consumption of ilic food itom, Apart from providing tho
well known time, space, and form utilities to the poonulation,

processing usually is accompaniod by additivec +to enrich
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the processed product thus improving the nutritional
quality of the food, Processing would creato now Jjobmx,
increase incomes and consecuantly increase tho consumnption
of foods of Zirlier nutritional veluoes %hue tols loading to
bottar nutrition,

It is nlso dimortont to noto that the success
of the 1D projuct may be o proroquisite to a nieving
tha projected ¥Tosl zunply and cons npiion levols of the
§th Pive yeor lovolopuont Plan.

On ¢hr cther 2ard, oconordc theory stntes tihat
invaestmont iz = Tuncivion of consumution. It is therofore
raascnable v~ agrvns thnt any steps talzen to dincrease the

populat:on's rropensilty to consumie the divers

M.
)
Ha
o]

[o

Jameroonian food sroducts will be steps te cncourage

investrent in Touod Hroduction. Such investront in the

MSF project, weuld guarantec the success of tioe programmna.,

Increzsed production of cercals through the MOF
programme would roduce thoeir wricos and incrozze their
availability 4o none coeroal producing areas.

Tiis anounts 0 suddlyinz arcas deficiont in iron

and vitania B? yist these rutrients and reducing the

b

incidence of znnemin aud other food related disonses n

those aroas. Insreased cercsal production will wore

importzntly cui dowa irrortation, save foreign excihango,

and increagse Crnercon's securiiv in food self-~sufficioency,



It will on the otlier hand poss internal storsmge, transpor-
tation and othe.r marlieting problems. These may partially
bo addressed by prozscasing, which will in turn provido
new tastes. W nose will result in increased consunption.
Incroased jsroduction of cer:als plus the rosuli-nt

processing may lood o increased livestoc!: production

through the suzsly of animal feed from the %7 nroducts of

~o0ts and Tubers

Increased zroduction will bring adout »rocessing
of the productc into flours, chips, 2tc to enhkance
stora e, troansizery: tion and warketin. in gonoral, Tho
procossing of tuTirs dgs usually accoumanied by adlitives
thot enrich tiz Drocessed sroduct thus invariaztly iacrea-
sing the nutrisncl value of this food groun. Processed

by-prducts could Do used as animai foeocd and vrocessing
would certainly refuce the incidence of post harvest
losses thwus isncrensiag producers! incomes and thcir

capacity to purciizse and consunme aliternasive foods of

aighor nutrificrm~l values.

Theso or: n good source of lipids and vitomin 4
which have beon siown to bBe in short sw3nly, The iacroasscd
vroduction o these nprolucts through the lNSF mrogramme
#ould provide = welcome moans of improving the nation's

nutritional st-.tus.
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Pruits and Yogetoiles

These are not available in ndequate quantities in
all »:rts of e country. Theyare an important source
of vitamin I an’ iron., Incronsed production would increa-
8¢ tlteir supsly to the nonvproduciiy; nubtivicent deficiont
areas, <rrocessing mey also resuli in th2e cut down on
the high rote of nost--harvest losse.. T4 could incresse
farmers! incone and Lheir canpability to conswie otuer

food items o Tdzhsr autritional values.

©w

5 s _C_anc_:.]_._ sion ahetel} “.mcor] endation

I

5.1 1+ lajow ‘orciusions
~y

vhe major conclusions that have emerged from thio

study are suni.nrviced as follows

1. loots, tulers and other starchy foods are the nost
heavily cownsumed fooderops in Camotoorn. They are tho

principal contrishutor to tho avaragae per canito daily

conswpsion of [ .4.:20kg,
2. Tho wjor »rocucers of all food crops are the Douth

KR}

Jest, Centie, Forth lesi and "lost provincos in tiat
ordeor. Torovor, the threo llorthorn proviiceg nlus
the cst ond lorth Tust, dorinnte cerenl troduction
waile tle Couthisrn nrovinces in general dosinato the

productiecr of sitveny foods.

tisfnaclion for meat/fish ia Cemeroon ig

maing a vory substantinl ceontribution.

Fal
L

o4

}ae

O the othar hnnd, the demand sotisfoct or food
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crops is 95% vith siarc
as major coatributors.

grow rather renidly, C

an immorv~at ro

to play

It .

chy foods, fruits and vezetables

Poultry supply is cxzpectod to

onsesuently, it is also expectcd

lc 1n auvgmenting the country's

animal protein intalie in th: future.
Rather high 5.5 1y sFortnges »re expected Too rice, vhoat
and planiainsg "y the yeor 2000, Similar sorinscs oro

e 7 3

expacted for ~lLL woatc oxcept woultry, Thu

have to be clocod thouss dimvortation. £ LTloowg s drort
resstrictions cmn be ieclideved for rice, Heefl, poultry and
tinaed meats Ly raicing immors prices, and foxr veef,
tinned ne o deiry oroducts by increcsins Jorestic
procduction, im:ortasieon io nectaed to poigist Tor rico,
verotable, noulitrs and fruits oven in the Thce of
domestic production increasas,

Jaereas Tood expenditure diflerences do not mppe=r to

exist telweer socio-nro

oo

G

(')

zraen

intor-rersional

I

houscikolds, Yo ik oo

taken up by fats

v
SN S FalvE sl )

molluscs, drilis, siarc

l.earwhile, tiwe anznuzl o
1933/20 stoo! ot 35.827

Thou raice of Tood

. " . /. .
hizi as 0% bul wune
(S ]
zonaes spoad polre vl oo
forrn their zonss. Consc
o1 each Joo m-oHup are
arnd lowv in i lorr prod

cons ity

fessionnl groups,

zes oxist iir food exnonditures

by

i Liousenhold cxpenditurc on food is

and oils, fish, crusiacoae,

Ay food and lorumes/zgraiis.,

er c2pita expenditure on food in

francs Cra,

1tion by their producers

rs originating from tile mroducing
asuno more of tha Tood rrocducts

ecuently, consuamtion e.sonditures
a2i h in the hisly sroduction zoneo

uction zones. Hovevar, s51ifta
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in conpumption patterus are evident in %.e urban contres of
Yeounde und Douzla whero inter-regional contacts oxist

atong housciolds,

fabs i 15§ gonerally Lizhier thon rural srices
Urban prices are gonerally Liz t ral srice
excopt for rice =nd »rsad wyiicl. 1ave ~lmost unilorm
nrices evorywnere. tat~il price difforencas over space

are exploined Ty transportiiion costs, but demand and

o
r
o]
i
J
J
]
of
e
2l
i
[N
)
(1)
oy
0
3
o
.
o
H

otiier facltors cxpnlain price
cities. In the prosence of inotflestive Hrice controls and

ragulntions, ¢rices are lrr.ely desersined Ty the forces

Jrico differencor over time For most food nro:ticts are
gue mainly o iaflalsion »ut Shose For cereal., legunes

and some ve_obtnnles could ™o cinlained by factors other

sun iy, and otiaer Tachors,

From orice projections, thc orices of anize, cocoyoms,
plantaing and cassav ere ersocted to continue to risc
but those ol groundnuts, brend, riong, rice and tomctoos
are cixroected to docline,

T .

ion affoctc influonce the consumption

(34

Frice and sudbstitw:
ol most Tooduiufls., Incormo eTects are positive for
rice, wieat, and honny/sugi: v thoy ora insignificent
or cov moni, pouliry, sitimulanis and siarchy Toods.
Then the prices of wost [oodsiulis increnso, thwy are

@n8lly sudutitaied rieh rice -nd sroad,

tho shortrun, rising food nriceu oy odversely affecs

tho nusrition~l -sell <beinc o7 Toth consuters and producerg

bus in rwa o Dositive elfects are expoctod,espocially

for producers
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O« 3 Hocomcadations
S.7.1 1 Dogunr ecomuendntions

recomrendetions dorived from our analysis
and conslusions, it ds devied rolevant nnd ivort to
sumuarize rocom cindeilions that resulied o, the "Loag

wila

Tarn FPoodd Flan Iiudy® LXC /o ho stuwily rocomended that s

i

a) The productivity ~od veli-bein~ of th:r rural
worlad should ve givesn aviovity by
1. Talking stens $o cvvs rural oxodus - creating

formal chnurols o Zood

=26, develoning new crop land,

and reoriunicin: fnd reviewing the policies of

titutions lilte POV DR, + IDTVIV, ~nd tho

2, Developing, v»romoting, matSructuring and

patter Livaestoclt objectives,

3. Davelorin-:-
L, Incyr asing rar 'l credit freilities and

intensilyin rural $reinins 2nd sgricultural

citension,

iing ways of cuxr™ing nosit-hiarvest losses.
srdus 0. Camorooniai
foods swuld be lmproved thvous: mass education
on nuiirition, (veatins; ousy accoss %o certain

remote prouction areis, and restructuring certain
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c) Intonsifyinz food iadusiries to fully utiligze

the food potontinles of Camoroon,

Thise recomrendations o deoned necessary to
821Tt Coreroo.: from Procavious soll-guiliciency to permeonent
seliwsuf iciency in food =nd ‘o mualitutively isprove

congpuinwticn,

Similar recow .cndations wor “rvived ~t¢ by the

“conomic tnd Zocial Couneil i- 220

follouinT o Studs
’ 2

on e pro3lonis ol proluction o distridution of foodsturfs

iz Zameroon Z)ﬂ/, Clied raco cadations, weesceintod in Torm
resolutions, wore sroupad undor produciion awmmentation

and irmrovament of

C, DS 250,

The roduction “ugneniacion recomterdations woroe s

£) Tor inccenund sroduckion, it wis recoraended that,
1) The nocusuves and disjyosicions =lrendy talien to

slgnt aondinst rurcl oerodus o vizorously

apsnlicd and thnt ot ar uays and meons that

i5 should include mecsures

that ensure the retionnl Lunced occupation

and doeveoloasnient of $ie artionnsl toerritory,

2) Tho dintensificetion o” th. compainin and

putiing into pl-c: Lsirucivras cipadle of changing

“Lity of (o paasents snd londing tihem

to ~hondon echaic Lools ard me shods of prosiuction

i fa2vour o riodern %ools and hisok yioldin
T i

nethods,
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3) Tho passanis be encoura;;od to organisc  themselvos
into Toodstufig produciion snd marketing coppora-
tivos to enoefit Lron tiicdr asiondant advantapgoes,
The Economic and Jocinl JTouncil Ffurther advocatoes
i) thm0 instibusion of o grarantaocer price system

for Yoo crops ond idvestocls products,

~ g

ii) S gronting of crondit to spel) froomers

rural sctting
4) The gesrch for higher cgricultural procuctivity
and yield throug-
i) exftonding successful wvesulic of mechanisation
cxperiments on food crops to other parts of
the country,

ii) tho develop:.znt z1d adontioson of means and

fighting zgoinst invasion LDy tho desert, and
iii) ths use of Tertilizers based on the nature
and nexds of ench soil ity oe.
B) Por the iwirovercnt of distribution chrennels for
Tfoodstulfas, it was recorwmonded thret i

1) .ural roads be increasad and rcinforcod in order
to open up acceysto all zmones of Lo country.

2) Infrastructure Zor conditio oning, consorvation,
storare and trausnordation sinould be installed
where needod For 2ll foodstuffs and esnocially for

1

fruits/voretnblas, wert and fish.
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Frofucts din the dntonemsl snd R cRarntoht

to cnorre v owlcone o wnrious nroduct
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Al ot KR Fe Sl )

Troducors

~

o1

iz noirarz

sruantod wder wiil coilsed s0ll Tosdotufls
in ot Ao auttomol

) fnprrovrivte inTors Siam e b [oke]
iassitatad 5o errse. S oo ol =11l tho
nztional Touistute Q7N Ll sounltey and al
ouvzily Lhr couit - Lo

-

nroduction n-d ool s

Wiie auandloe

0se

concerv:.iion,

ocducts,.

Tlo nxjor racor:

-
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“abie I i Xaouade Food letzdl .iwices (U /i)

e et e 8 41 © 8 o e b e im e s 4 tosiae s s dm e weteve s o o e Frpa—.

! ! !
Product VOTT I is7C YA

!

.- - R i T T T U AP

Laize
dce
T ranggen ! s . e
[ ¢ MO ! LR, ! :.OI.“ l LN RS
Flonsadng ! 5L 1 KPR N
! . ! . ! )
Cocovaits 51 37 50
{
o,

Ternac ! ch 1 15 ) o

Pinoupirlos
y
Zrouvmdauis 219 ! 2 188
i x e ! no |1 [T "
lent <ish onos Lz 00 518
Toxlz it ones 600 75C 775

Dol oil (litre) 219 250

Rttt M bake e oes e —_.._.*- ot v ._.-.!. o4 aiae ..;-!‘_........_.___- _!-.‘......- .ae

Jource ¢ /larnurire Stotiscticue du Zameroun 93
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Table 11, Food Retail Prices for Selected Food Ttems in Limbo { CFA/Kq)

Product { 1977 1978 1979 1980
Maize ! 66 56 62 83
Rice 1 138 191 147 152
Bread | 80 80 132 50
plantains ! 55 58 62 72
Cocayams ! 63 66 69 96
Cassaya 1 30 33 29 40
Yams ! 130 124 174 198
Irish Potatoos | 116 139 89 116
Tomatoo ( fresh) 112 212 123 198
Onion ! 251 303 248 496
Okro 1 187 222 226 289
Banana ! 31 35 39 61
Pineapples ! 42 56 90 100
palm pil | 167 161 193 199
Meat & bones ! 452 502 530, 604
Pork ! 528 575 613 815
Chicken ( live)! 1.060 1,200 - 1. 550

Source Annualrs Statistique, Pg. 270



Table ITT : Food Ratail Pricos for Bamenda ( CFA/kq)

Products ! 1977 1970 1979 1980
Bread b - 104 - 140
Maize ! 66 - 50 66
Pyantains ! 31 29 24 34
Cocoyams { 29 48 38 40
Caysaya ! 14 24 25 24
Irish Potatoes | 55 61 77 29
Beans ! 96 146 - 73
Tomatoes(fruits)l 104 33 112 117
Okro 1 104 150 258 284
Banana | 30 33 29 38
Pineapples | 24 30 41 31
Moat with bones | 302 339 446 432
Pork ! 491 509 525 571
Palm o0il (litre)l 241 191 219 210

Source : Anpgaira Statistique, Pg. 227



- 157 ~

Teble IV 1 ietnil Mood Prices nt 3mrousiom (Civ./ig:)

e A 4 o o e o e i . = & Eets ¢ v 4 o6 aie = b o8 b e mrm e S et e

ro’ucs:in P77 BN/ 1970 200
1 1
! ! ‘. ! ! o
l:aizo - 33 I 35

Jonna 152 I 139 I 58
Irish Fo4ctoes ! 25 ! 52 ! oh ! o7
Onions 280 1932 - 221
Cizro - 227 217 217
119
2h
Finonasles
Iroundnuto
lL.eat viih “ones 1 3383 1 362
Fork ! - ! hig
Cuicizer (1iva) 615 ' 17 ' - ' 55

Talm oil (Iistros) 1 200 1 123 1 158 1 202

——a @ s —n oy - - s -

Source 1 mnrunive Diatisticue Ve, 261,



Tablo V ¢ Retail Pricos for Seclected Food Items in

Bertoua (CFA/kﬂ)

Produce : 1977 ' 1978 | 1979 , 1980
- ! ! l !

Maizoe ) 99 I 62 1 72 | 138
Rice ! 135 ! 145 ! 152 ! 153
Bread ' 200 ' 496 ! 236 ' 272
Pl ‘ntains : 48 : 54 : 50 : 57
Cassava { 27 1 22 ! 26 ! 34
Cocoyams ! 84 : 50 ! 52 ! 62
Beans : 127 : 197 : 324 : 252
Fresh Tomotoos ! 305 ! 251 l 303 ! 272
Okro R A T
Onions : 149 : 262 : 362 : 356
Banaaa ! 37 ! by ! 51 ! 62
Pinapples ! 37 1 55 ! 56 ! 161

!
Palm oil (litres) , 227 | 259 | 298 | =282
Groundnuts ! 178 1 222 1 295 ! 288

Meat with boncs 1 247 1 278 ! 354 1 390

Source ¢t /nnuaire Statistique deo Cameroun, 1983, Pg. 27h.
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Table I : Rgtajl Prices for Foodstuffs in Garoua ( CFA/Kq)

Products ] 1977 1978 1979 1960
Maize ! 67 73 74 75
Bread l 240 240 240 240
Rice 1 132 157 155 157
Plentains 1 79 104 74 107
Cassava 1 34 40 34 40
Yams l 105 88 69 109
Baans | 113 179 170 148
Tomatoes I 105 174 154 159
Onions 1 194 179 193 209
Gionana I 75 95 74 99
Pineapples 1 161 89 152 149
Groundnuts 1 125 121 126 139
Meat % fonus 1 281 356 399 470
Polm o0il ( litres) | 361 .58 295 353

Source t Annuairg Statistique, Pg. 266



