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To ensure that Sri Lnk.an citizens views could be presented to the UNCED several nationIa level.
_!NGOs and federations came together on 5th February 199,1 and formed a coalition (common front)'
called the PUBLIC CAMPAIGN ONrENVlRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT (PCED). The primary
objective of. the campinwstsekheiwoftepbialoovrhecury1,-et6-b(M 

forthe whre nd implemen tat(ion:oneexitedandtobring their views t6' bear uipon policy makin 
~KA steering Comitteihe wa established consisting of committed persons from environmentalt nd

development NGOs, Funds were raised from four donors. the Environmental Foundaton Lid. (EFL) _the: Sri Lanka Environment Congress '(SLEC), Sarvodaya Shramadana, Sangariaya and the Asia
Foundation: ASecretariat was establishied and housed at EFL and aStaff consisting of an Administrative 
Secretary, a Typist/Clerk and an Office Aide was also found to assist the Coordinator/Executive. 

First a team consistng of Cooroinatr/Execuliive, the Venerable Keeranthidiye Pragnasekera Thero(a Global 500 awardee of the UNEP),. Ranatunga Aiya'an impromptu poet, middle-aged farmer and 
,orator and Bhagya, an audio visual technician, commenced amonth long tour of the island On 3rd May

1991. 
The team travelled from village to village, from town to town and from area to area in a hired van
 

inorder to obtain the views of the people throughout the length and breadth of the country: During that
 
month, by districts, they Irversed main roads, minor roads and by-roads. At times they ferried across
 
waterways by paddleboats, At other times they walked many miles on gravel roads across hamlels
 
and jungle areas.
 

Public hearings were held at crowded market places and village fairs. Inthe evenings they visited.coffee kiosks" where the villagers congregate for gossip, They also visited paddy fields where farming
activities were in'progress and the beaches where fisherman frequent both for fishing and selling fish
Similarly they met farmers, native physicians, public and local officials, teachers fishermen, labour rs
and unemployed persons intheir own homes; Weaving centres, quarries and schools were npt lef out
The team visited the village temple where everybody congregates, Also they did not forget to visit large . 
scale development sites, spots where forest are being destroyed as well places where Irh :as 

environment is being polluted..
 

Without adistinction between day and night, without considering aplace to be safe or improper.

this team visited places where the common people gathered. They always endeavoured to get into
 
conversation, dialogue or discussion with them. Inthe face of 'unrest,.uncertainty and the unsettled

environment, they had tomake an effort to gei close to them.: At first certain individuals viewed tiem

with great suspicion. Certain others befriended them quickly The team became accustomed to having
 
a hot cup of tea at away side kiosk and join the villagers in their gossipor to get into corversation with
 
the villagers at the market place. Such occasions where 30-40 people surrounded thern'weremay
 

*On many siia cainin many areas the members of the team identified the probltems andneeds of the villagers as well as the remedies they expect, not through questi6ningbut through
dialogue. Incertain places such dialogues continued late into the night. Olten, in this circuit, they spent
the nights intemples on a mat or asheet. Their meals were obtained from a wayside kiosk. Occasionally
they were guests of the villagers who became firendly with them; In many places, a king coconut or a 
cup of tea from a villager was acertainty." 

At the end of this' month long campaign the team had gathered awealth of experience, data,issues, perspectives and solutions on the twin concerns of environment and development that the 
campaign was seeking to address. The experience of the island wide tour became ihe basis bf the,
further evolution of the campaignd tu ba th bais ofth 

The next phase was to hold public hearings by way of meetings at provincial level, For lhis~purpose
plans were made to work in association with voluntary organizations spread across tie country
Spending about one week in one province meetings were organised through people's orga niz tion .
and social workers invarious places The final meeting in a province, usually inalarge halt, constitued 
the main public hearing. Such meetings were held infive provinces coupled with over 50 sub-meetings 



As was done in May, a dialogue was initialed wiiththe people in order to get their views. During 
this time the PCED had the opportunity to join various people's campa;g,.s * Joining the protest 
crganised by people in Kalawana of the Sabaragamuwa province, aqainst the proposed Kukule 
F'ydropower Project, is one such experience. The time spent with the people in Kalawana going from 
h)use to house and trorn village to village. left an indelible mark in the minds of our team The team 
traversed through the country for four months holding meetings in this manner. 

Unlorlunately, violence and war prevented the campaign from reaching the North and the East of 
the cuuntrj and to that extent the cilizens' report is not fully represxentalive of the views of all our people. 
Yet. newspaper advertisements calling for public representations did receive responses from these 
areas and these have "ormed part and parcel of (hepublic views that have been incorporated into the 
citizens' report 

In June 1991, Worldview International Foundation identitying the campaign as being unique 
decided, to produce a video documentary on the process tor the bereIn of the peoples of the world. 
Public meetings from July to September were video taped by them The documentary was released 
with the report 

fhe live month icg challenging programme of public hearings ended at Balangoda on 30 
Seplernber. 1991. Public testimony was recorded onto both audio and video tapes covering over 100 
hour!" of audio lanes and about 40 hours Of video tapes Further, a great volume of written public 
apinils are available in on r data archives Alllis testimony was then Iranscribed adverbatim 

During these five months hundreds of rural development, peasant, fishery, labour, womens, youth 
arid religious volnilar orrgarisatioins and iraloi:al .graserool level environmental and develop­
meril (GOs arid commilted lniivdual.-, helped PFl) in) many ways in gathering public opinion 
throii hljli lthe corurtr' 

In December 1991 Nalurali I ;.irc(os on I nvirorrnrerlal Policy Project /Internalional Resource 
(t.m4ADI Group c:uirivrii-s~ioiied PCl ) lo rtrailslae the collected pubic opinion inlo Fnglish andN/IG) 

orpariice tIn imiaell (jcirdrii I to dissarniale citizerrs
-rjial g torrialor onvironrmeital topics tie idea v.,as 

'.;iorl 'iri) c;ues aiorlof J('(O. Irrididrn i lsIr alive people donor groups arid oher0 riei lll,.l t po licy 

rr tii '.1 it tt'i , mii Il 
l itirril)v)iit/i,) silt) liIi' t;ri.'rl m tetimt';rnthe op iii o lthe piublic .'ere devided into 
curifyi,.rl tio i h;itrlo I ('irSet dhecisiorr 

it rtrisfleti . .,ri ,i rni its.;Jnes Ithy ,ere furiher devided 

v.lch I ft fr 'ir: [l t iothre teaculp10s of lhe country 

After a final irspecll n of th rep,)rl flyrAIl'lV/flG, PCLO comtirreed lhIsreporl, arid submitted
 
cul)l ii.:; iiI.JAI~LPP/If
]G
 

the result of this tfoft,aind the ran;laled heaiirig record presented here should corirbute to a 
holler understaidrig by dci sion rnTiker., envrrrrrrnla professionals, and others, of the environemtnal 
needs of Srfi a;ika's cr1/errs arid tIrw o;;porturtiles to meet these needs 

Ihe recording arid (hissmiiatlon oh pu)ic view,, on Iie environmenl by the Pubhic Campaign on 
Srivironmienl have already gained allention, respecl and imporlance among tie policy making commu­

nilly of Sri lanka Creain PCI I) ais an NGO cornmorn front, going to the people to obtain their views on 
nvironnireirlal developmentl arid preparir g Sri lanka s first Ciizen's Report lorUNCED (the Earth 

Sumrlit) was a challerrging tiT.ktNOw, a insision viih seemed to be impossible to many at that time 
has been successiully acnieved by PCLI) forthe ci,/ens of Sri LanKa 

Uchila de Zoysa 
Coordinalor/Executwe 
Public Campaign on Environment and Development 
271, Polfiena Road 
Kelaniya 
SriLanka 
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CITIZENS VIEWS ON EINVIRONIENTAL ISSUES IN SRI LANKA
 

SUMMARY
 

Comments in this report on environmental and related social concerns come from citizens in
various walks of life. They illustrate findings in NA REPP's environmental awareness survey
of 4,000 urban and rural families inl 1993, which found that enviromnent was Sri Lankans' 
foremost community concern, and that environmental problems of health, water pollution,
deforestation, solid waste, deforestation and forth areso widely recognized and deeply felt. 

Policy makers, legislators, managers, researchers and journalists seeking to Understand these 
problems and perceptions can identify from this report of the criticalsome underlying policy
questions that need effective respones. They include: how development can respond to socially
and environmentally sustainable improvements; how citizens can obtain better and inore practical
environmental information: whether citizens might meet their long-term employment and income
needs with stronger legal rights to environniental resources; how government and political
leaders can inore effectively iteet tile daily needs of citizens for sustainable environmental 
maim,einient; how governmental procedures could promote greater respect for law through equal
justice respecting cnvironmiental management; and how more decisions can devolve to effective 
local govern ments. 

Citizen comments presented in this report have been organized in separate sections on Land,
Water, Fishzeries and Coastal Resources, Forests, Mineral Resources, and Human Resources.
 
These comments are summarized below.
 

SECTION 1, LANDS 

1.1. Traditional Agriculture: Traditional farming mixed with chena simpler andwas more 
satisfactory before, but farming still offers opportunities for self-help and self-employment, 
despite its problems. 

Farming costs are going up -- for seeds, fertilizers, and pesticides, the profits taken by middle 
men, needs for bank loans at high rates -- making traditional farming more risky and difficult.
Farmers lack the assistance of government extension services, subsidies for fertilizer, and other
relief services they once had. Farmers are poorer and more needy than the government seems 
to believe, and farming is not an economically viable career. 

1.2 Commercial Crops: Loss of forests for tea, tobacco and other commercial crops has also
interfered with other traditional agriculture, such as palmyrah. Cinnamon lands are getting
higher prices as building lots, and coconut yields are riot as high as before. 

1.3 New Commercial Crops: Sugar cane production is driving out the !raditional farmer and
traditional food crops, tobacco is taking away water for paddy cultivation and destroying soils,
and gherkin is causing soil erosion and chemical soil pollution. Tobacco is known to be 
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environmentally harmful, but it can offer a more reliable returncommercial crops, like pumpkin, ghurken, and onions, 
than cereals. Seeds for 

are expensive, and extensive technicalassistance is needed to grow them. 

1.4 Fertiliser and Pesticides: Despite the increased use of insecticides and pesticides, thereseems to be an increase in disease and weeds. But farm;:rs do not know the science behind tleusage of pesticides. They may be u, more or less than the required amounts, with bad
results. 

Farmers badly need advice from credib!e, disinterested agricultural agents, but they are all atthe mercy of the chemical salesmen and mIlIti-national companies. Government extension agents
are not available to help. 

Traditional farming skills have been abandoned and are not remembered, as chemicalfertilizer dependency and andnew crops have become coinion. Chemicals have apparently causedmyna birds, magpies, squirrels, to leave home gardens. Chemicals and fertilizers have harmedground water ailm contaminated soils. Earthworms are not found in some areas. 
1.5 Land Tenure: Parents have two basic concerns about their children: their needemployment and for land. forUnemployment and landlessness are problems for the parentsLand problems result from too.increased populatio!., increasingly smaller family land plots, andinequitable land distribution. 

Annual land permits and other short-term permits for land create no incentive for investment inlands by the user. Permanent land rights are essential. Landlessness is already seriousaproblem, and lands given to the private sector should have been given to villages. Even 50acres of lands given to a village would help. 

Implementation of land laws favors the rich, fromthose Colombo,influence and those with politicalover those who have cultivated and lived on 
can obtain and use well 

the lands for years. The favored interests over 50 acres, including, in one case cited, encroachment on oCO acresof forest land. Land lease payments under land reform laws have been improperly remitted, andtaxes for land use have been high. Despite payment of the high taxes, land title has not been
forthcoming. 

1.6 Land Development: The word "development has bad connotations and should be replacedwith the word "improvement," and with policies directly intended to meet people's most pressingproblems. Development being promoted by various organizations needs to address problems ofgarbage along streets, loss of trees, requirements for open space in urban areas, and the dangersof creating desires for possessions that cannot be realized. 
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SEC770N 2, WA,1TER
 

2.1 Irrigation Projects: Citizens need water but lack understanding regarding how, by whom, 
and Linder what criteria decisions are made about water allocation. 

The Maha'.;'eli scheme, like others project cited, created winners and losers. The 
lntinugamwehcrea Project, on the Kirindi Oya, suffered from1 indequate planning, need to 
protect catchient areas ofdam projects. Opposition to the Una Oya Projcct was based in part 
on tear of damage to ground water and streams and its great cost. 

2.2 Flood Control 'rojecis: The Ging Ganga Project was planned in Colonbo or elsewhere 
without consultation with farmers in the area or concern about local impacts. 

The Niiwala Project harmed fishermen and others in lower areas of the river: waters are polluted
and garbage laden, and althougl it may lrotct against ftoudinlg it is bad for paddy farming. 

2.3 lly(h1Power GAieMeionli Projects: Some fear that the Kukule Ganga Project will cause 
requcnt earthslips, among other adverse impacts of the reservoir. (The ancient kings did not 

build such tanks ill the: wct zone.) Others want to be sure to share il the bicnefits of electricity.
But who Will benefit, who Will [,-)t, and what will its impacts be? 

The Sanmaalaw.eva is, it resultedProject a failure; inloss of 2,300 acres of valuable forest,
viable paddy, a,,nd run Compensation for lost land has not been paid.has caused well'; ') dry. 

2.4 Water .",imigement: Citizens have many ideas about how to manage water and 
watersheds better, including understanding of ancient, still valid, practices, such as construction 
of small tanks and planting of in(ligenouS trees instead of pinus. Proven practices are not being 
heeded. 

Surface water pollution is serious and comes from all kinds of causes: the Beira Lake receives 
pollution from everywhere, and surrounding slims suffer health problems; domestic wastepollutes Negumbo Lagoon; liquid and solid waste from the Ekala industrial estates goes into 
canals and wetlands; and Lunawa Lagoon is even dangerous to the touch. Pollution of rivers 
results from cattle slaughter houses and waste from the cattle pens. There is a need and 
opportunity to produce fertilizer from much of Sri Lanka's waste. 

SECTION 3, FISHERIES AND COASTAL RESOURCES 

3.1 Traditional Fishing and Over Fishing: Fishing risks are high, from costly damage to 
nets, capsizing of boats, and volatile market prices. It is a difficult life. Dragnet fishing out 
to 7 miles from the land causes serious over fishing; use of lights for night (light post) fishing
destroys traditional fishing in the south, but nothing is done about it. Freshwater fishing is now 
prohibited or discouraged in tanks, yet once corporate societies promoted such fishing; pollution 
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has eliminated fish trat once lived in streams, books anl tanks. 

Tourism is spreading fast, but what good does it bring? It seems to have corrupted youth and 
destroyed culture. The art of traditional dancing, songs, and mask making has suffered, and 
degraded dance, art and music are offered to meet the "low taste or tourists." 

SECTION 4, F01?1STS 

4.1 Deforestation: The largest scale forest clearing is by the rich, tire influential, the 
politicians, and timber pirates. Illegal poaching is condoned by the government. Forests in
Ratnapura, Badulla, Monaragala, Galle, the Knuckles range -- these and others all stiffer. 
Fei!ing is done by large corporations, like the Palwvatte Sugar Company, and the Timber 
Corporation, and for large projects like the Sainanalaweva hydroelectric project. Clearing also 
conies from chiena cultivation, altihough large trees may be spared, from cutting by people for 
tuelwood, and from bakeries. 

4.2 Wild Life: When a sanctuary is created people living in the area have no way to earn a 
living; tirey cannot take wood, graze cattle, or cultivate. Departrent of Vild Life officials get
11o public support for enforceinent. Wild aninrals, especially elephants, darirage the settlements 
that edge tire protected areas. There are no buffers. Political intervention permits illegal timber 
or wildlife poachiig. 

Because of tilePalwatte Sugar Company hundreds of elephants were killed, aiong other grim
incidens. Elephant damage is greater now because elephants have moved from many former
 
habitats. Guns are needed to chase them away, without killing them. Hundreds of houses have 
been clestroyed, but the government has not helped. 

4.3 Introduced species: Pinus planting, which began inthe mid 1970s, has caused loss of water 
from streams, loss of grassy undergrowth, fire hazards, Cashew, tamarine, and other species
should be grown instead of pinus, acacia, or eucalyptus. But "important" people decide to grow 
these introduced species regardless of environmental im.)acts. 

It may be too late to grow local species where tire pines have already destroyed the soils. 

4.4 Biodiversity: The Singharaja, air ancient evergreen forest which receives two monsoons 
and intermonsoon rains, is unique for its diversity and contributes nearly all plants used in 
Ayurvedic Medicine. The Rumassala mountain range near Galle has exotic natural beauty but 
is being destroyed by tourist hotels. 

4.5 Reforestation: People plant trees on "Tree Planting Day" but then forget about it. Trees 
should be planted continuously, but they should be useful -- jak, coconut, breadfruit. 
"Kumbuk," and "Karanda" are more useful tlran Mara trees, but they are now scarce. 
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The wrong kinds e trees are planted under government programs. Cashew cultivation 
(Kuruncgala) has been urged ol us, but it is not successful, and the only thing that takes place
is an official event. The Forest Departineiit's reforestation with acacia. pines and other trees 
has harmed villages and farmroos. 

Villane torests are ncccssairy -- cvcn small ones of 35 acres. Maintenance of useful forests for
villagers could be supcrvised by priests. \ community forestry project around Hanguranketha
Maim Vidyalaya \ith jalk tces have been successful, ;[t it is threaten,.d by government land 
distribution to influential people. 

S1C770N 5, MINER'AL RESOURCES 

5.1 Geii riiiug: Around Ratnapura 75 percent of the people engage in the gem business, but
gemming is tuplanned, h:iphazard, and HmLch of it is Lin regulated. 'alue added work is carried 
out by foreigners abro, nostly in BaiiLok, so Sri Lanka does not obtain sufficient economic
returin. In Sri l.anka the government has yielded effective control of this state resource to 
private colnlpanisc, inclulding fureir companrlie:s, and it is being wasted, legally and illegally. 

l-nvirontmental abu; Crom Cm miniMn is goinga unchecked -- water pollution, unreclaimed gem
pits that breed mnoqLuietos and malarial, and abanc;oned paddy fields. Farmers have brought
much of this about thermiselves. 

5.2 Gr;aphite Mmining: Workers in these mines are underpaid and unprotected against
dangerous condition.s of HICethaeie gas, funics, and dangerous dust. 

5.3 Rock Blasting: lla !iilag in the quarry (at Kurunegala) had destroyed aquifers, damaged
children's ears, and caused (lamnage to houses and property. 

5.4 Mineral Rsoiirce M\iagenieit: Unplanned limestone mining and lime kilns create
nuisances for residents. Phosphate mining (.' nuradhapura) creates health problems from dust 
and Iiarots the environment as well. 

SECTION 6, HUMAN RESOURCES 

6.1 Labour and Self-Einploymeint: Low pay (Rs 50/day), lack of employment, lack of capital
to create self employment, and lack of training/facilities to improve skills, are major concerns.
Unemployment or low pay interferes with children's ability to go to school when they must look
after their families. But also many youths with 0 and A level passes are without jobs. 

New job opportunities are critical. The Koggala Free Trade Zone will offer employment, but
it will be important to have sound rules and regulations for worker health and job security.
There must also capital investment in Sri Lanka from these and other export businesses. I'hey 
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"attempt to maximize their profit," and they should pay workers more. 

6.2 Corruption and Social Degradation: Severe village problems come from ,ack of health 
facilities, A-level teachers, and lack of skills to do the jobs that are available. During the 
troubled times (198S-89) young men disappeared, 10-12 from Kotapola, Morawaka. 

Government continues land policies that discourage land ownership, and it encourages planting
of trees people do not want and Cannot use (turpentine) on land people do not own. Paddy 
owners must pay increasing taxes but cannot pay. Grama Niladharis profit on timber. Gam 
Udava work has proceeded wh n more employment benefits could come from work on tank 
Construction. "I.aw is useless." It is "on the side of iioney. Justice is for the rich," and "it is 
the poor who go to court." "Nothing can be done without political support." 

"The first problem we face as parents is the employment ...of our offsprings (sic)." Three 
generations "sit on the land the father got." 

The Mahaweli project is a "national asset," but the population once settled must have a feeling
for nation, culture and religion. "D.tunkenness is the major culprit," with new taverns spreading
(Systemil "l-1"). 

Tourisin hurts local crafts and arts. Hotels present (lancing and songs that is not traditional. 

6.3 lnmuan l)evelopment an(l National Prosperity: Traditional values offer answers to social 
problems. The traditional concepts of the tank, dagaba, village and temple gave peace and
harmony to the old society of Sri Lanka. Even today, "[t]his is a country with a Buddhist 
discipline" and people know they "...should live in harmony with the environment." 

But traditional religious and tcultural values are endangered. There is a conflict with the western 
concept of Levelopment. "L.e'dership has slipped away from the temple," and "religious
leadership has slipped from time village." The value and virtues of the village have deteriorated. 
"Commercialism invades the villages." School education is "commercially-oriented." 

Tourism has brought AIDS, but if people lived with the five precepts in Buddhism AIDS can 
be prevented. People have lost faith in indigenous medicine, but it has "... a cure for every 
disease." 

The Free Trade Zones -- Katunayaka today, Koggala tomorrow -- offer short-term solutions to 
unemployment. They change patterns of life for young and womenmen and endanger culture 
and civilization. 



1. Lands
 

,. Traditional Agriculture 

A citizen 	from the area. Mon'ragala-91.05.30 

In the past here we mostly got lime and oranges. They are no more now. Cane 
cultivation gives the people a better income. 

Sadhadhananda .Smal: scale businessman. Monaragala- 91-05-30 

Cues 	 What outlook does farming take in the Monaragata District? 

Answ.: 	 Here vegetable growing is largely done In addition, shifting culti­
vation 

Ques 	 What quantity of vegelable does this area supply? 

Answ 	 Cannot say for certain We do farming mostly Sometimes crops fail 

and at other tines they are a success The Monaragala District as 
a whole Suplies a considerable quanlity of vegetables to the 
country 

Ques 	 What is the colkection per week? 

Answ 	 A considerable qj nty But a larger quantity is bought by big 
traders We buy aoutit two sacks 

A woman -Minipuragama. Elahera. 91-05.22 

Oues What is this village?
 

Answ Minipuragaina
 

Cues 	 You grow gclnqelly for one season in the year, isn't it so? 

Answ. 	 yes
 

Cues. 	 In which months does that season fall? 

Answ.. 	 In February 

Cues How much seed you broadcast to get this harvest?
 

Answ.: We do it in about 1/4 of an acre.
 

Cues What will be income of this harvest-,
 

Answ Here there are abouL 1 1/2 or 2 bushels
 

Cues.: How much it would fetch?
 

Answ.: Now the prices are lower When we broadcast we got seeds at the
 
rate of Rs 30/- a kg Now we can give at about Rs. 17/- a kg 

Cues.: Gingelly cultivation has no problems of water has it? 

Answ We do it under rain-ted conditions. 
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Ques.: Do you get rain in time? 

Answ.: Yes. This time there's not much rain. 

Ques.: These crops are called "Katusara"crops? 

Answ.: Yes 

Ques.: These crops do not need government subsidies? Do they? 

Answ.: No. People themselves do their work 

Ques.: What work you do, if you get loans? 

Answ.: If we get loans, we can do farming. 

Ques.: What would you cultivate? 

Answ.: Cereals 

Ques.: What else? 

Answ.: We need chemicals and fertilizer 

Ques.: Is the land not fertile enougl? 

Answ.: Not enough 

Ques.: What fertilizer would you use? 

Answ Chemical Fertilizer and other chemicals. 

Ratnasiri Pathirana. Thalammehera- Pannala- 91-08-20 
This area corne, under the Katugampola electorate in the Kurunegala District 
in North-Western proince About 75% of the people in this electorate li.e ty 
farming. Paddy, coconut, betel, and banana are the main crops. We doit';e 
enough water to do the paddy cultivation inboth seasons Yala and Mali R;ii;. 
water is not sufficient Today a situation has emerged where the paddy farner:, 
cannot pursue their farming activities. Coconut and betel growers face a 
problem of a market to sell their products at a reasonable price 

Environmental Solidarity Movement- Kurunegala. 91-12-10 

(from a letter) 

Ina land of about 15 acres inextent, belonging to the Janatha Estate Develop­
ment Board, near the Inter tropical rain forest at Kankariyarnulla, wilfhi tr 
Pannala Divisional Secretary's region in the Katugampola electorate, a private 
company has set up a coconut factory and the release of waste into the tracl 
of fields nearby, has threatened to destroy hundreds of acres of fields 
This tract of fields belonging to the villagers, Iriyagolla, Minuwangairiiwa 
Nedalgamuwa, and Kandanegedera is about 150 acres in extent This tract 
which brought a very rich harvest ir,the area was cultivated in both seasons 
Yala and Maha with water from a water course. To the fari-irs whose mna1ainslay 
isfarming, this stream isan asset. With the setting upof the factory inUn, Ljl:;
region of the tract, there are signs that farmers are going to be dep,iveci' 
only of their living but also of their fertile earth, which isthe heritage of t': till, 
of soil. 
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A citizen - Pansiyagama. Kurunegala- 91-09-20 

I don't think that by putting up a factory these people will give up their farming 
and join the factory. All have been born with farming Our hope is to live by 
farming 

A citizen - Kurunegala. 91.09-20 

Agriculture cannot be eliminated. The person who wants to do it, will do it. It is 
good, if with that, such things as business opportunities are available. 

A citizen - Pansiyagama- Kurunegala- 91-09-20 

Cattle manure is good If it is available, it gives a better yield than that obtainable 
by using chemical fertilizer We also can make manure by using leaves, straw 
etc But we have a lesser cattle population 

A citizen - Pansiyagama.91-09.20 
The farmers in the past had a series of relief measurements, loans, fertilizer on 
subsidy etc All these were gradually removed Even such organisations as the 
Paddy Marketing Board were scrapped and activities handed over to the 
private sector State sponsorship is there Those who do trading win and enjoy 
the fru;t'-

A citizen - Pansiyagama. 91-09-20 

How can we do farming now'? A mammoty costs Rs 275/- A poor farmer has 
to sell 2 1/2 bushels of paddy to buy a mammoty A bag of fertilizer costs 
Rs 550/- By the time we take it to [he fields it would cost us about Rs.575/-. The 
poor are always ina tight corner They cannot come out of it On the other hand 
all the farmers are indebted to the banks 

A citizen - Pansiyagama. 91-09-20 

A trader here, gives small loans to the farmers who can afford to pay it back. 
He is the person who decides the price here. We have to give him at his price. 
i,wever good our products are, he decides the price. 

A citizen - Kalawana. 91-05-24 

The lands which look like fields on both sides of the road leading to this place 
were really fields in the past. There was no proper irrigation system. When it 
rained in those days, the streams and water courses were no lower down as to 
day and when they uverflowed things could be adjusted Today the streams 
are lower and it is difficult to get water to a farm. In those days when those water 
bodies were getting lugged, people were not disinterested. At least a rubber 
tree was planted Today those fields have become highlands People like to do 
farming But there are difficulties in getting water. It proper irrigation facilities 
are there, I know that farming is better than growing tea 
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A citizen . Kalawana. 91-05.24 
The present lands have to be re-cultivated. They have become fallow I don't 
think that these lands need a large scale irrigation scheme If there are 20 acres
there are ways to get water for these 20 acres There are water courses, which
if properly developed can provide water for cultivation, During the last tfie years
these have nct received the attention of the government. When the fields don't 
get water they become logged with soil. So people put down something on 
those lands. 

A citizen - Ampegama. 91-09.07 

With the improvement of ne Ntechnology n our country new varieties of paddy
are produced at agricultural centers. They are send down to the farmers
Gradually our traditional varieties have disappeared. In the Galle district there
is not a single place where Kurakkan, Ahu and Meneri and grown In the past
they were grown in our villages They have gradually become extinct 

A farmer. Angunakolapelessa.91-09.10 

In every cultivation season we transact business with the bank Every seasonr 
we take loans and pay it back We have to settle the loans after selling the padd,,
yield to the private traders No,,we have to go through innumerable prolenis
We have to force the paddy on the traders. They refuse to buy. They advance 
various reasons and altempt to down the price 

Wijeratna. Mahaveli "H" area. 91-05-22 
What we say is this. We all gel loans from the banks and somehov, inaritiliatt

it. We have to pay it back We are riot big-timers. We should keel) that fiioriui
v 
but we can't do it. We have a lot problems. Today labour hire charges ivnd ,ie
fertilizer prices are very high and these have to be paid If we do no pay, thenext season is held up because we can't get loans I suppose you under.,IJid!

it
 

A citizen - Thalawa. Anuradhapura. 91.09.23 
We did Chenas earlier, We mainly depended on Chenas for living, because in

the Mafia season water is not there in the village tank to do paddy (Tank) Before
 
Mahaweli introduced it was through Chena cultivation that people did well in
 
their life 

A citizen - Karagahawewa. Thalawa. 91-09.23 
In the North Central province water was scarce in the Yala cultivation sea, 'ofePeople anticipated that they would get enough water in the Maha cullivationi 
season So people thought that if the Mahaveli Project developed tlhey 'ul 
pursue their cultivation These hopes have not been realised today In It1);v;!
as water was scarcepeople did some limited cultivation in Yala If they hi !(-i 
acres they 05. They collectively divided the land among themselves ;ind hJi,: 
the farming. 
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A citizen 	. Kahatagasdigiliya. Anuradhapura- 91-09-24 

As poor farmers we cannot I've isolated from Ihe environment Destruction of 
the environment affects the farmers most. When the soil becomes infertile, the 
rich man sued Chernical fertilizer to enrich the soil When water is scarce tfhe 
man who has money goes to the city and start some business activity But 
cannot do that. We have to live by farming Just because water is scarce we 
don't abandon our paddy fields. No water. no fields, but we have to live in the 
village. 

Ariyasinghe. Siyambalagaswewa. Circuit in May 

We did rain-fed farming in [the past Now the old lanks are filled wilt earth With 
the slightest rain tanks overflow No water remains in the tank Water enough to 
do paddy farming does net retain in fhe tank Rain too is not quite enough what 
is lesser is the volume of water in the tank There are about 100 acres of paddy
fields Water that the tank contains is not enough The tank has become a land 

Ratnaweera- Kadawarawewa..Polonnaruwa- 91-05.07 

Ques 	 Is the yield of these fields not enough? 

Answ 	 We get a yield but not a good price 

Cues 	 How much does a bushel of paddy he:re? 

Answ 	 A bushel here r- Rs 5/S0 Goveri;ner'n Wnaincreased it to Rs 6/50 
But still v.e haven I been able to sell .: i;j,',O IJot a single farmer 
has been able to do that 

Cues 	 How car the ladddy cultivation nbe ir )r etJ iri this village? How 
should it hIapperi? Is it accord ,.i t th'i , , oi tue government? 
What are yoir suggestions? 

Answ 	 An arrangement can be made b tnie F irruers Organlzation in 
consultation with the farners 

Cues 	 What sort of arrangement? 

Answ At the beginning of the season all can decided to cultivate 
according to one method inone tract Now one sows the seed while 
another transplants To do the sowing and plougfiing together We 
cannot do that now farmers have a lot of economic problems They 
are a serious impediment to the farmers Prices of fertilizer, imple­
ments and labour charges are high Ploughing needs Rs.2000/- per 
acre Fertilizer is Rs.498/- How can we do farming now? 

Oues 	 Is there any farmer organisations i the village'? 

Answ.: 	 There is 

Cues.: 	 What sort of things are done by the farmer organisations? 

Answ.: 	 Itattends to clearing of canals, making them properly and deciding 
on the quantity of water 

Ques.: 	 Is it through thal farmer organization tequests are made? 

Answ.: 	 Yes. 41takes action on things related to farming 
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Farming practices of yesteryear are no ore today When we were children, we 
can remember ucinq cattlebones as fertilizer and cultivating fields Things used 
for fertilizing the earth and for insect control were not darnaging There were no 
tractors but buffaloes New things have come now., We use tractors now and 
chemical fertilizer and Insecticides too All tlhese thir s make the earth young(?) 
After some tine it becomes impossible to do paddy farming In those days 
officers from the department of agriculture came here and taught us flow lo use 
chemical fertilizer in the fields, to plough with the tractor, and to use the plough. 
Today they say, cllemicals are bad and they want us to USe compost fertilizer 

A farmer 	. Matale.91.05-23 

Oues: 	 Wlat's your name? 

Answ. Kanlal
 

Cues You, put up at Pallegama?
 

Answ Yes
 

Ques 	 Are you satisfied with farming? 

Answ Yes
 

Oues Are alltlhe youths doing farmilg?
 

Answ Yes, Even the employee do farming
 

Cues 	 Do you hw:.v,ts hopes of going to cities like Colombo to do a lob, 

Ar),;v 	 i he rInta;¢t]II e here.Ia 

Cues From farn ing itself?
 

Answ Yes
 

Mudalihamy. Matale. 91.05.22 

Cues 	 Grandfather In your Irne you might have done cultivation Today's 
farinrnoi ,.',a it?there then, sn'lt 

Arlsw In our time we didn't have tile cultivation we have today 

Cues What did (you at that time? 

Answ We dir paiddy tarming and chena cultivation 

Cues Whtra crop: were grown inthe Chenas ? 

Answ Kurakkan, Chillies, Maize, Gingelly etc 

Cues ()id the crops suffer disease then, as they do now? 

Answ In those ciays there were diseasesr,,.) 


I ? 

An!.;v, rtior I(,)' 

Ones o vteqolaf los other crops 

Qtues )1(1you ise chernir:jl fertilizer tlen? 

Answ I"1o We use;f:d only (atl0ll manure 
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Ques.: You did not require the chemicals and fertilizer available for sale? 

Answ.: We did not require anything. 

Ques.: Did you get a good yield? 

Answ. What are you talking? We had a good crop. 

Oues Isn't the harvest iesser than that at that time9 

Answ. Ifwe don't use chemical fertilizer and insecticides we get a lesser 
harvest 

Cues Can't we do without these imported fertilizer and chemicals and 
resort to the farming practices we had earlier? 

Answ We cannot do now Those p.ddy varieties a;e no more available 

Ques How did those seed paddy disappear? 

Answ Because of these e.. projects 

Cues Who has started those-, new projects? 

Answ The paddy provided Ly the government The department of agri­
culture replaced the -)1d varieties with new 

Ques What were the reasons those officers adduced to introduce new 
paddy varieties? 

Answ They said tht3 itva aff i lter yield 

OUes A betler yiela was re -s.,red to feed more mouttis By trying to do so, 
don't you ha ,.'e to f,;,niia .;izeahle share of your income or 
chemical fertrhwu(r ar au etiiJes 9 

Answ We have to 

Cues Are you satlsfiH i ,otth trift profits? 

Answ No It' i loss Only a small share is lelt 

A farmer- Bandarawela. 91.05.23 

Inthe past we did farming without using chemical fertilizer The sinhala farmer 
had cattle-neat cattle and buffaloes For paddy cultivation buffaloes were used 
as draught power Cattle manure turns to fertilizer for the field. In those days 
transplanting was not done Paddy was sown The Japanese method of 
transplanting was iiroduced recently With that people started using chemical 
fe iilizer 

A member- Neo Synthasis Research Centre- Bandarawela­
91-05-29 

Farmers who did well in farming, before fertilizer prices were increased in 1989, 
have given up their farming They say they cannot do farming because of the 
increased prices of fertitizer They now work as labourers infarms of rich people 
This isa living example in[is area Itis both an environmentat problem and an 
economic problem of the people 
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A farmer. Pahala Mirahawatta. Bandarawela. 91-05-29 
All of a sudden fertilizer price increases are announced We cannot bear such 
increases. We oon't show it. We cover ourselves with a piece of cloth as we 
cannot go naked along the road We just survive as human beings. There are 
things at Ihe market and we say that we are self supporting but we rnust have 
money to buy those Whatever is imported, and how much is available in 
Colombo do not matter to us Money is what is necessary to purchase those 
sluff 
If the crop if a farmer is to be desti oyed either by excess rain o; by a 
disease, lhat ihatis the end of farmer 

A farmer- Bandarawela- 91-05-29 
Fertilizer is now used according to the new method. In this way vegetables are 
grown in one cultivation season After that tihe paddy cultivation. Here there is 
a small anirut from which we take water. When there is rain there is a little water 
In the event of a drought, the paddy crop is parched There's not a drop of 
water 

Dissanayake. Diganatenna. 9i.05.29 

Oues What are your views about tenant cultivation? 

Answ 	 Ve have the problem of water The irrigation scheme affects :his 

(ues 	 What b:: (OihhltIiil [iI)()LJI III 
Answ 	 An ir l-.tion ,-d pe,,1 unider way with government assis­

tinrCic , iino ro)1,1 i bOut (-ipioyillent Here all are 
farner, Ire g ,i nt souhid nOt worry abOut tfeir employment 
problermn If al ric:lior scheme is arranged lheir
unemployment 
problem is seltled All these are people who live by farming 

Chandrasena. Bandarawela. 91.05.29 

Ido farming. From my birll I have been living at Mirahawatta. From the days of
 
our childhood, we inherited farming from our parents. Mostly we do vegetable

cultivation Paddy is done, in addition Itis done once a year For the most part
 
we grow cabbages, beans, potatoes, carrot and beet-root
 

Asilin Dissayanake- Bandarawela 

Small farmers have no facilities for their farming We face problem3 of getting
fertilizer, credit and problems of marketing our products 

A farmer 	 . Pansiyagama, Madahapola,Kurunegala - 09.20.191 
There is no relationship between us, tlhe farmers and our national level agro­
scientists They only plan The farming activities can be bettered if they 
co-operate with the farmer listening to the practical experiences of the farmers. 
A farmer -F'nsiyanamna Madahapola, Kurunegale - 09 20 '91 
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The farmer today greatly differs from his counterpart of the past.The farmer in 
the past had everything he wanted. Farmer today is a person who turns out 
trade products. 

A farmer .Pansiyagama, Madahapola, Kurunegala . 09.20.'91 

There were a lot of cattle here. Now there are paddy fields where a cattle has 
never trodden. Nothing can be done to these fields. Some have a couple of 
bulls. Some have none. All are now used to tractors. Even the man who has 
cattle them and purchase a tractor 

Firstly, if we get rid of these chemical fertilizers, people will then get used to our 
natural manure 

Udaya Liyanage - Mirahawatta, Bandarawela - 29.09.191 

It is said that Uma oya is to the diverted to Kiridi oya through a tunnal On a 
rainy day, a person on the bank of a rivers can see the quantity of mud floai:ng 
in the water If this area is dammed, this mass of mud gets deposited on the 
bottom of the reservoir Before long the reservoir will be filled with mud 

People didl i i01leai ii far nii ig fromn anuhr They iave the knowledge gathered 
from llirlq I e soil for a long time 1hoy know the timne of the wind and rain Thei, 
are now far removed from his earth Their ethics V;iuthe cultura heritage thc 
human riots all hav2 been eroded Then such people become the wr.tche.j 
of the earlh 

A farmer - Diganatenna - 29.05.'91 

Now we use fertilizer in cultivation, in erie season the vegetables and in the 
olher, paddy We get water from Ihe anicut, but only when there is rain We don i 
have irrigation We do rainfed farming. But we have to pay acreage tax 

Disanayaka - Diganatenna, Bandarawela -29.05.'91 

Paddy thrived for about four years In the past people did not make Ihe springs 
dry up There were natural springs They did not cultivate on a large scale when 
econormic problems emerged they started vegetable growing to earn money 
They dug the springs deep to get water So springs dried up 

W.H.Siripala, a farmer . Siyambalagaswewa - Anuradhapura . 
22.05.91 

Ralapanawewa, Siyambalagaswewa and Palugaswewa (wewa = tank) were in 
a ruined state. The villagers got together repaired Ihe dams and rehabilitated 
the tanks. We made the canals to feed the paddy lands and high lands 
dammed a stream which runs by the side of my land and put up a small tank 
Now Ican cultivate in both seasons 
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Ven. Wiyanthuduwe Ariyawansa Thero - Rajanganaya Kalaoya 
Priest, Physician - 22.05.91 

Today the radio and the press give publicity that the country is self-sufficient. 
An insight to the society reveals the truth. Not that thei e are people who have 
earned something. Most of the people live from hard to mouth. A day's earning 
is just enough for the day. Where is a saving ? It is only if they get water in time 
for th6 season's paddy cultivation, that people can be a little better off 

A citizen - Village gathering - Viharapalugama - 22.05.91 
Punchali Ariyasinghe, Keerthipala, P.G. Menike and others . 
Anuradhapura - 22.05.91 

We in the seven villages descend from the generation of Prince Bodhigupta 
who came here when the Sri Lanka Bo tree ( the sacred Bo tree) was brought 
down We ive on our own efforts We do rainfed farming and have no irrigation 
facilities in our villages We told the Minister to make some arrangements for us 
to get water from the water course in the village. We informed this to the chief 
Priest of the eight sacred places So far nothing has happened. 

A citizen Meeting of People's representatives . Kurunegala 
-20.09.'91 

Traditionally we do paddy foring and subsidiary food crops. What does the 
Governinent give us '2Bank Io:irls at 12% interest. Only a few can get even that. 

Tea grow,2is ore giver, ;i'.occe ;n lens and thousands (Rs) The activities of 
companies !.lchas P$Z.-sIn . ,'2enough aid Without providing us, the paddy 
growers even ivth the little v,,,ter we wart, we are charged the water tax 
maintenarice and operot.Oi (:Oarges) 

If we insiure the crop and prove crop damages we get some meagre indemnity. 
If not wo don't get even lial Does the Government have a programme to 
preserve tht eiiirnmnrtent 2 RHeally no If the Government wants to protect
farrning, ithe envronirrienl is lefl deliberately to be destroyed, how can farming 
be pursued '2 

No one does farming willingly They do it since they have else to do. Farming 
is not an economically viable career 

A question arises whether there is a connection between the increasing insects, 
the weeds and the production of new chemicals. Insects did not proliferate in 
the past at such increasing speed There were no weeds It was after those 
chemicals were introduced that such plagues emergpd. We talk about what we 
see 

A Farmer . Pansiyagama - Madahapola, Kurunegala - 20.09.'91 

Even if we get water from tie wells sunk in the absence of rain water or tank 
water the expenses on chemicals and seeds are beyond our means Without 
using chemicals and ferhilizer nothing can be grown Earlier we only planted a 
tree or seeds arid did not use any fertilizer at all 
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In those days, we prepared our own seeds. Today it is not sa.Onions, chillies, 
potatoe, tobacco and all are cultivated according to the instructions of various 
companies. They don't like the seeds to be made here in Sri Lanka Seeds for 
tobacco was brought by the tobacco company. When the planted onion seeds 
do rot grow, they send tobacco plants They ask us to grow tobacco saying 
that onion seeds have not been good Such a programme prevailed in the 
Dambulla area in the past. 

D. Seneviratne •Bulatsinhala, Galahitiya - 27.05.'91 

Today an ordinary man can not do farming How can one purchase the new 
paddy seeds, chemical fertilizer and other chemicals without a big sum of 
money ?After sowing the paddy land, having got the seed paddy with difficulty, 
we then come across the problem of fertilizer Today 50 kg ot fertilizer cost 
Rs 500/= 

Farmers' Meeting - Hanguranketha, Rikillagaskada - 15.05.'91 

Despite the cultivation of vegetables at a heavy expense, there was no return 
to the investment because of the scarcit, of water The little water we have is 
what flows down these mounlains When there is water farming prospers But 
water is scarce for most of the lme Madugawela tank completely ran dry last 
year forwant of rain Rain i5 1lO! , t.,cDause rainy c louids do not persist The trees 
and reepers are (Jt,itrotyd ;.-rne trees the streamsi ' felling of near on 
ioritane lands contrluten( ioJCreasing rainfall and drieJ up sprngs which 

n.lrc it:rtr:es were grovvrfect .;.a Mea'Ini-, : ' . ( eucalptus pine 
evethelf ev. sprriry, :iviwh, ;eheun to (try Lit) 

Abayakoon Banda, a farmer - Rikillagaskada 

Farming is an independent carer Ths is the career we have inherited from 
oJr anceslors I have ten chidren who help me in my farm I do my own manuring 
and even tIne work on the Itireshing floor 

A famrer - Bandarawela • 28.07.91 

Farning has no future When the fertilizer prices increase day by day no one 
can do farming Only the monied people can do large scale farming. No 
ordinary farmer can plant measures of seed beans except a handful. Fertilizer 
prices are unbearable We are small farmers Only a large scale farmer can do 
this He only can bear the expenses 

A farmer • Diganatenna, Bandarawela - 28.07.91 

Our major problem is scarcity of water. If we are provided with water at 
Government cost, it is riot necessary to find employments for us. 

17 

http:28.07.91
http:28.07.91


A farmer - in a tract of field, Angunakolapelassa - 10.09.191 
We have to take a loan to do our cultivation. Once tIhe harvesting is done selling
is rather difficult. When we alter the hdrvest to the traders they create numerous 
problems. They get our crop at rock-bottom prices and we repay the Bank loans 
with that money. 

Once the loans are settled we are left penniless. 

Kamal - Matale, Laggala Pallegama - 20.07.91 
Paucity of officers is a problem for the farmers There is enough water If there 
is less water, at least a motor can be used But when the crop is attacked by
insects there is no one to give us advice as to what chemical should be used. 
All sorts of chemicals are tried out until the money on hand is all exhausted 

Mudalihamy - Pallegama . 20.07.91 

In those days we cultivated chenas and grew paddy In the chenas Kurakkan, 
chillies, maize etc were mostly grown Then the vegetables were not prone to 
diseases. Chemicals and fertilizer were not required We have now grown the 
high yielding paddy varieties discarding the traditional varieties But they are 
not resistant to diseases 

Ven. Maraluwawe Gunananda Thero - Mahaweli "H" area • 
22.05.91 

Before the Mahaweli project got under way, the fariniers here lived by chena 
cultivalion Under the protect the farmers comrnmenced Ie.r far ning in terms of 
a certain system. The problem is the farmers cannot dio their farming the way
they want It has to be according to tihe needs of the officers When the farmers 
can grow chillies they are asked to do B-onions When they can do B-onions
 
the officers want them to do paddy Seeds are very expensive Marketing the
 
products is no easy task 
 The middlenen carry Ihe crp at rock-bottom prices 

A farmer . Mahaweli "H" area - 22.05.91 

Water waste is due to wrong water control Water management leaves much to 
be desired. Half of the water is wasted Because of these water shortages we 
cannot get a good income from the tract of fields 

A villager . Rajanganaya . 22.05.91 

There is a small water course down here for us to get water If an arrangement 
is made to get water from this, a number of acres can be cultivated. 

Seneviratna . Rajanganaya . 22.05.91 
We do cultivation only in the Maha season There is no rain in the Yala season 
Then the water level in the tank drops down and we cannot do any cultivation 
If an arrangement is there to get water both seasons can be cultivated 
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A villager . Kalawewa - 22.05.91 

We get water only in the Maha season Waler is released for 15 days, 20 days 
and now for 14 days With water for 14 days we cannot do our farming number 
of days are decided by the higher officers of the Mahaweli 

During Ihe Vesak and Poson seasons all the water in Kala wewa is released to 
the tanks at Anuradhapura It is for the benefits of the pilgrims That is why the 
tank has run dry. Therefore the farmers are in trouble 

A farmer 	- Bambaragama , Bandarawela - 29.05.91 

The tobacco processors for the Ceylon Tobacco Company, brick makers and 
tile makers and bakery owners who 0wn Kins cut down the trees around tnese 
tanks In dry periods [he small tanks run dry in two weeks In droughts, they are 
like playgrounds. In Puwakpitiya where I lived earlier there are 4 tanks Both 
seasons can be cultivated Now not even one season can be cultivaled People 
live close to the tanks They plan large reservoirs and are not concerned about 
the farmers 

A farmer 	group with Ratnayaka - Devala Deniyagama •20.07.91 

The vegetables we grow can be given only to the Deparlnent of Agriculture 
The rest is given to cattle or lUSt throwna away here is no sale The vehicles 
don't come as the road is had The .e c cor,fls to 1hit side of Elehera They 
don't come to this area through the : atti ri, (lo./dOn t like to get their 
vehicles damaged 

A citizen 	from Pahala Mirahawatta, Bandarawela - 28.07.91 

There is no way to get the maxirnum use of the village resources We get no 
co-operation from the Government We cultivate vegetables but we have no 
avenues for sale Lorries slop at various pland ona dr)p down some sacks 
We have to give the egetables at the prices they delernne We don't get a 
reasonable price Fertilizers are not reasoniibly priced 

A group of farmers - Hakgala, Nuwara Eliya - 26.07.'91 

The small farmers face marketing problems They get our products at prices 
below the market prices. If lie market price is Rs 30/= we are are offered 
Rs. 10/= Between the farmer and the consumer there are about four middlemen 
seekings profits. They get ihe price reduced We become helpless If a 
Government guaranteed price is there for our products this does not happen. 
If a guaranteed price schene is there collection centres will come up, where 
we can sell our products 

Villager .	 Karagahawewa, Anuradhapura - 25.09.'91 

Ques 	 Do you like to give up farmng ? 

Answ: 	 No! No! We will not give up cultivation With farming we should have 
another self -employment which we can improve along with farming. 
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A villager - Devale Deniyagama - Matale . 20.07.91 

Oues.: Do young people, those who are educated pursue farming? 

Answ.: Even if we are educated we do not give up cultivation About 90% 
of the employed people do farming here 

A farmer - Sarvoodaya Centre, Matara - 11.09.'91 

A farmer here produced his own seed onions and did the cultivation It was 
successful Chemicals and fertilizers are not necessary. 

A farmer - Diganatenna - 28.07.91 

If a irrigation scheme is introduced wilh Government assistance there will be 
no unemployment problem here All these people live by farming 

A farmer- Angunakolapelassa - 10.09.'91 

One cwt of tertilizer ,.nich cost Rs 1501/= a few days back now cots Rs 510/=. 
Water is released in himted (lLarihe: Wthen tractors are used, we have Io pay 
different charges Chemicals ,rivol. ,: larqfe expenditure, During the harve,ting 
time the private traders stop OLurch0 Sin( paddy i ney exploit us. It s a strit *gy 

,' -Ircrto lower the r Later 1hey isr ;;:duy at rock-boltom prices 

A farmer - Angunakolapelassa . 10.09.'91 

Every v iK-t.;: ' - Banksr 5:' ,,j tiihO-e Every season we get loans 
and pay back Ve pay sack lht, ba.s after seiling the paddy to the privIte 
traders We a:-ve to sell Ina oar :r'odLJC .v;th a ' I of dilliculty. Sometrnms we 
offer them and they refuse 

D.M. Abeyratna • Polonnaruwa - 22.06.191 
(Excerpt from a letter) 

People(in tii,; area are farmers by birt Now about 40 families own paddy lands 
All the others feed their families by growing subsidiary food crops in one season 
of the year under rain-fed condilions These people have become despaired 
because they don't have paddy lands with necessary irrigation facilities 

A farmer . Matale, Bambaragahawatta - 05.07.'91 

We have to do farming We cannot do without it. Manual labour brings in only 
Rs. 70/= Today a family needs about Rs.5000/= at least. Food and clothinq are 
required Can we do all these vith Rs 701= ? If these two small tanks aie made 
for us to get water and if we rave a piece of land to cultivate that's enou.h 
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A farmer - Pahala Mirahawatta, B.indarawela . 29.05.91 

The cost of one cwt. of seed potatoes has risen to Rs.3,500i=. To cultivate one 
cwt. of potatoes today, a farmer has either to mortgage his paddy land or the 
jewellery tie has. They have to be pawned at the Bank to get money for 
cultivation 

A farmer - Bandarawela - 29.05.91 

There is no other segment of population in this country than the farmers who 
suffer How can they purchase a packet of fertilizer? They contemplate over­
night over these things. They cannot sleep peacefully and undergo untold 
suffering 

A farmer - Bandarawela -29.05.91 

Farmers go through a series of difficulties and send the vegetables to the 
market The middlemen make capital one of it Farmer gets only a small share. 
It is because of these little men fhat vegetablies have gone up in price 

M. M. J. Wijeratne - Dehewwa - Matale - 20.07.91 
,Just because that they are in Mahawe'i, farmers do not differ Some farmers 

earn than lhose who work using MafIawe!i water lhe man .ho has 2 5 acres, 
sornetriies has iopaddy for is consumpllon 'uti l pI iinehas no land and 
does nothing has paddy for tile:,v.hole year We ul i I Wirav2 5 acres we sink 
cultivation wells to do our fa-rmivr Yak. Maha and the MidWe cilivato} 1110 
season A; the tine of hra;,.,troijn'. l y prlc i l .wei ,e rave the products 
but riot ;iruarketahle pi ct 

A citizen • Kandy Arts Theatre Hall - 21.07.'91 

We impose rules arid regulations asking people riot to do shifting cultivation. 
But they have no way of living They have to be given some sort of relief or 
provided with water Our parents did shifting cullivation in the past. But now we 
know theo repercussions of shifting cul:ivation There are 10,000 cardaman 
farmers in the Knuckle's range If they are removed, they have no way of living. 

CommercialC Crops 

W Piyal Harischandra- Kalawana- 91-09--Z3 

Kalawana area alone produces about 100,000 Kg of green tea leaf per day 
anounting to 3 m kg per month. Every year around'300 new acres are added. 
At the rate tea is grown here, late Mr Ranjan Wijeratna, when he was the 
Chairman of the Agriculture Development Authority had said that one day 
Kalawania area would become on tea estate 
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A citizen- kalawana- 91-05-24 

If the government provides subsidies for the tea cultivation in the Kalawana 
area, it can be improved well. But some rules did not allow this to happen. When 
money came into the hands of our people, they felt lealous. In tlhis Ratnapura 
area, Madalagama, Colony, Gawaragiriya came to be well developed The 
officers who came in recent times recommended to the government that the 
tea growing in the Kalawana area was unsuccessful 

Welikala- Kalawana-91-05-24 

Local scientists say that if we grow tea in this way using Chemical Fertilizers we 
can do that only upto 20-25 years, and thereafter the lands will become so 
infertile that we will not be able to put down any crop They have found out that 
the quantity of fertilizer we use is excessive. 

A citizen - Pilagoda-91-09.03 

In those clays, those were lands with forests. This land was cultivated with tea 
Later tlhe crop was lost Now this is a land cultivated by the government I'i the 
lower area, there is palmyrah and in the upper part tthere istea When we were 
children people tapped the Palmyrah three for toddy They lived from that 
income We made treacle and jaggery With the introduction of the tea cultiva­
tion that system was lost 

A citzen - Sarvodaya-Matara.91.09.11 

Coconut is an agricultural crop, spread over everywhere in the south. Every 
part of the tree is made use of Now coconut trees are not grown at the rate they 
are felled In future we may have to import coconut Today s coconut tree does 
not yield a good crop 

A citizen. Meeting at Hanguranketa Community Centre 
15.05.91 

The tea cultivation over a long period of time has drained the ferlility of our lands 
The soil is destroyed, and washed off. Farming was not done systematically 
We were left uncared. They did not think of the environmental damage. What 
we hae is a polluted environment 

A citizen - Hanguranketa - 15.05.91 

The environmental situation at Hanguranketa is not that good Diyatalagala is 
completely devastated. In the past all these were forests Tea growers have 
abandoned these lands and now they say these lai ds are of no use The lands 
have been distributed to the people? they are having a hard struggle with the 
earth as to how they can do farming there Even the tobacco growing is not very 
successful now Therefore they are now trying to use even the paddy lands 
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In a leaflet issued by multi-national companies the farmers are asked to put 
tobacco in their paddy fields first and then paddy Is says that this will result in 
a beler paddy yield It is a big lie, a crime They are encouraging tlhe people 
to grow tobacco in paddy fields. Now they are stepping into the paddy fields. 
We do not know what would happen even to the paddy fields in tlhe future. 

A citizen - Pansiyagama- Kurunegala- 91-09.20 

First, red onions ihrived here When people were earning a little from the crop, 
a disease wiped it out After [flat we cu'tivaied chillies Even the income from 
the chiltie crop is now decreasing The 1B'onion crop also came, but still we 
have rlot been able to get a good rncome from it Farmers are in severe 
difficulties They are indebted to tlhe Banks now 

Wijesundera- Muthiyangana Temple- Badulla. 91-05-20 

Oues Wt,91 is the common life style of the people in Badulla? 

Answ Farming 

Oues What are the problems associated with farming? 

Answ 

Ques 

Ifte water problein affects farming City area is not that affected. I 
s tlhe village Most of the paddy fields are rain-fed 

Has this problem affected the fields 3itice a icng time ? 

Answ No Tis is a result o 
Province 

the tea plantalons . lCh dominate tile Uva 

Ques Did you all iha,,e lhs p'oblem since you c:,CCi ldren? 

Answ No We did not nave Ihis probleml then \Vi li Ihe tea planlations, 
there were tlhe forests There were forests on hills Later, the village 
people used those Illicit felling was done The more the population 
increased fewer became the forests Now there is no water 

Nagahagoda , Nindana - ( An excerpt from a letter ) 

Most of ihe people in this area are engaged in cinnamon processing and 
manual labour. Cinnamon can turn Out about 35 by-products. Landlessness 
has adversely affected this area and land owners with considerable extents of 
cinnamon and rubber are tempted to block out and sell their land in blocks of 
about 20 perchs at higher prices These small blocks are used for house 
building and such crops as cinnamon have begun to disappear. Mostly 
cinnamon is not newly grown and this situation is a threat to the cinnamon 
cultivation 
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Il. New Commercial Crops 

Ven Wekumbure Devananda Thero - Badalkumbura Sudharma. 
rama Temple. Monaragala-91.05.30 

Because of tr..3 money-motivated activities people have destroyed the few lands 
they had. The.e were forest reservations here; but to-day they are no more The 
destruction is complete tuday. In t.is area there were two kinds of forest 
reservations Here they call it (roda) the scrub All scrubs have been cut down 
and the land planted with sugar cane There were no protective measures 
whatsoever Growing of food crops has dropped to a greater extent This does 
not augur well for the future 

In the past people did slash and burn cultivation here This means, people grow 
every cereal they wanted All such lands are today covered with the sugar cane 
crop, which means a financial income in one season per year This cannot give 
a solution to the problems of the people 

The area allocated for Pelwatte in the Moneragala District was a wild life 
sanctuary Destruction of that area now will result in the area becoming a desert 
after about 30 years' lime People grow sugar cane by leaps and bounds They 
need money for their day to day needs and they run after money 

Pelwatte Sugar Company has very badly hil the small scale crusher owners 
Since the company buys cane in large quantities, the crusher owners do no 
get cane The entire crop at the village level Ispurchased by the company This 
situation is a heavy blow to the village-level industries Since the cane crop
gives a good incorne. people are unconcerned aboul the environment or abDuL 
other cultivations Sugar cane cultivation inflicts a serious damnage onl the 
environment We should stop this arnd make the people aware of the worth of 
other cultivations People in the villages are not educated They grow cane 
because of their desire to earn money, but they are unaware of the final 
Outcome 

Nihal Gunasiri- Hansa Club. Kekunagahakotuwa. Bandarawela 

The multi-nalional sugar companies at Monaragala, buttala and Pelwatle have 
deprived the farmers of the use of rivers, streams and water courses Against 
this background, a future danger can emerge Sugar cane cultivation can 
eliminate the local farming. The low lands near cane cultivations become 
infertile So this crop should be removed from the south-western region 
Because of this even tue Menikgariga is puiiuted The cane cultivation is the 
valleys in Haputale, Bandarawela, and Passara has caused soil erosion which 
in turn has resulted in the drying up aquifers Steps should be taken to stop the 
sugar cane cultivation in such places 
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A citizen . Hanguranketa 15.05.91 

Tobacco cultivation was introduced to this area in the recent past This was 
known as Diyalilaka Kcrale(Korale- an administrative unit) Ithe area has been 
named so, because there was seeping water every where Today, the water 
resources in the area have been destroyed, because of this tobacco cultivation 
This was an area where paddy cultivation thrived Today there is no water to 
pursue paddy farming The vegetable farming could be done well here Area 
was known as the best vegetable producing region Today all these are lost, 
because of the use of chemical fertilizer, insecticides and fungicides Because 
of these very dangerous chemicals the earth is degraded 

A citizen - Hanguranketa - 15.05.91 

Tobacco cultivation was introduced to this area in 1952 The multi-national 
companies first said that Iney wo. do this cultivation here only for 20 years 
They said this at meelings at Hangurankela and Walapane 40 years have now 
lapsed and Ine tobacco cultivation expanded gradually It is true that people 
earned monny But the soil of the earth worth millions more than they earned, 
has been destroyed They say that area is good or this area is good despile the 
tobacco cultivation BUt ultimately we have ourselves caused a great disaster 

A citizen - Kurunegala - 91.09.20 

Ques 1o w.hat extent gherkin is spread now? 

Answ I o a considerable extent I is a crop that should be 'damned' 

Ques Why? 

Answ No one who did it was benefitted by it. It was exported Only the 
man abroad was benef-tted 

Ques Has gherkin cultivation destroyed the environment? 

Answ Yes 

Ques How? 

Answ Soil is washed off Because of the excessive use of chemicals living 
organisms conducive to farming have been destr'iyed. Bee colo­
nies have been destroyed because of growing gherkin near them. 

A citizen - Meeting At Ampegama Galhenkanda School. 91-09.09 

Our fertile lands have been used for the tobacco cultivation. Because of this 
soil have become infertile both forest resources and wild life resources have 
been destroyed Today at every market colourful photographs and banners 
about the cigarette are vividly displayed. Such display boards are there too. I 
request that a!l advertising about smoking and narcotics in media be stopped. 
Sponsorship of Natioiral Games or foreign games by the Ceylon Tobacco 
Company should also be stopped 
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Ven. Niyandara Saranatissa Thero Shantipura, Nuwaraeliya 
23.07.'91 

For the last 15-20 years the tobacco cultivation was done profitably and on a 
large scale Cultivation of traditional crops crops ceased Everyone liked to get 
a bigger income After a few years they have realised that the soil has becoi ne 
infertile and the soil is washed off During the rainy season earthslips occur 
This happens since a long time at Hanguranketha and Gonagalakanda 

Gunapala Pathiraja • Katugampola Colony - 20.09.'91 

Today we have such new crops as Gurkin and Dubai Pumpkin The seeds are 
not available here Dubai Pumpkin seeds have lo be brought from the company 
A Gurkn crop on a holding of 1/4 of anr acre gave me a profit of Rs 30,000/= 
some linme back I put a second crop following there scientific instructions to 
the letter One man came to give instructions in Ite morning (daily) and left in 
the evening I had a chat with hirm aid cultivated Cjrkin on a 2 1/2 acre [and
He came even at the time of harvesting the crop When the agents came with 
the lorries the crop was graded. grade 1 

Rs. 75/=. 2 Rs .15/=. 3 Rs 10/= But the next heap was graded as grade 1 Rs 
45/= 2 Rs 15/= and 3 Rs 10/= of 100 plucked Gurking fruits they purchased 
only about 3")t40 fruits The venture cost me Rs 120 000/: But I netted inonly 
Rs 80.000/--

Uditha Ratnayake - Puttalama - 21.05.'91 

About 2-3 V:j.- a(]() Gur,, was fiiroauced ItIsgrown on a lar(le scale along 
the coastal i no TlI crop absort.s a arg]e voLume of underground water The 
water of that tank Ispumped Out Water pumps are loaned by compaies There 
are five companies such '1s Bayer, to buLy the farm prcnducts If this continues 
the coastal belt is likely to be destroyed completely Our petitions have had no 
effect and the offi1:,.'r0 are deaf to our complaints They cannot over noe the 
activities of tue( cofr;tin is because ley are salaried employees of the Gov­
ernmnent E:rlnor on() is and chillies wore cultivated here With the cessation of 
such cultiWation pr e!-,of chillies and onions went up 

A citizen - Public Hearing. Kandy Art Theatre Hall . 21.07.'91 

Today, the easiest Investment of the respectable people is in tobacco cultiva­
lion. They get permits for this cultivation and are provided any amount of bank 
loan facilities These Banks are reluctant to help the cultivation of crops and 
vegetables which is of mucn use to the majority of the country But they do not 
hesitate to give loans to tfre tobacco cultivation which has no food value at all 
and which destroys the environment This course of action should be stopped 

K.A. Ariyaratna . Kahatagasdigiliya, Horowpatana - 24.09.'91 

Tobacco growingJ is a nmajor problem thal has affected farming It is harmful to 
the environnenit We know it But tobacco fetches a stable price. Cereals and 
such like do not have a stable price 
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Saddhananda. Pelawatta, 

Pelawatta sugar company has affected our lives in two wayslirstly the person
who goes to work there cannot cuAivate, his homestead, Secondly, the sugar­
cane cultivallon has no use for us. -

W. D. Dharmaratna Member,' Weltawaya Pradeshiya Sabha 

People inthis area are geared towards agricultuire. Since of late the life styte of 
these people have undergone changes, because of the Petwatta sugar com­
pany. They have become settlers of this company. 

A farmer - Dehewwa 20.07.91 , 

Dehewwa has a farmer organisation. We get down the required seeds through
this organisation. Seeds required 1)y ihe farmer should he broghlt. But what 
happens is to the contrary. -

Last time onion seeds were distributed. They assured, that they were 100% 
certified. They did not think about the farmer. They did not make farmer aware 
of the duration of the crop and the quantity of water required. 
Water is released fo,, three months. Onion seeds required a giowing period of 
six months. So what happened eventually. People started calling them "mortar,
onions, This time there'are no seed onions, the farmer requires. They are 
available at private places at a cost. There is no use in our joining the farmer 
organisation. Seeds are brought down only when money is deposited iny,. advance. Whatever is brought we have to buy. 

A citizen - Kahatagasdigiliya, Anuradhapura - 91.09-24 

Tobacco cuIivation is really harmful to the environment Everyone knows itwell. 
But we have no alternative. Ifwe grow some cereals we have to sell it to the 
middleman Therefore farmers are tempted to do tobacco which always enjoys 
a stable price. Facilities are available to do this crop, Farmer receivedrno relief
from any quarter ifhe resorts to a cereal crop. That iswhy farmers prefer to take 
to tobacco in the absence of options. 

IV. Fertiliser and Pestisides 

Ranjith. Danawalakoralaya . Galle. 26.05.91 
There is another group of traders, They, sell fertilizer at various prices. Each 
trader charges his own price. 

.. 

,. 
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A citizen - Kahatagasdigiliya - Anuradhapura. 91-09-24 
From the lime the tobacco seed is planted various or:anisations use very strong
insecticides Insects deep down in earth are destroyed, along with the earth. 
There's no water and no frees grow Not only the growers will have to face the 
ill-eftects The government should be able to take a clear policy without 
embarrassing these multinational companies They should be chased away. 

A citizen - Katugampola, Kurunegala- 91-09.20 

In the past wild animals or insects did not reach our paddy crop or the vegetable 
crop Then, those weeds too were not there It is only after the introduction of 
chemicals that all these have increased More the chemicals are used, more 
the weeds and insects grow One produces sorneihing or grows a crop, having
created the markel or the atmosphere to dispose of those. Otherwise it is 
useless We have a small problem We do farming We are talking in th s ,ay,..

not with a knowledge ot sc:ence or technology We talk about what we see at 
village level WI ien we see now, what was not present in those days we think 
that there is a relationship between the increase of insects and weeds and the 
use of new chemicals 

A citizen - Pakisiyagama . 91-09-20 

The officers of the department o Agriculture are the vsctims of multr-naltonal 
companies Even the A I travels ii the van of a multi-natlonal company If a
chemical Is t0 1)e l it..Kasks uS to use the chemical of a particular company. 
That cherric l is ivartahly miore expenisive than that ot ottier companies 

A citizen .Ampegama. 91-09-09 

The beautiul "myna"bird, the magpie and the squirrel which haunted our home 
garden in those days are no more Inour surroundings Why this has happened?
In our fields all mainly use chemicals and insecticides Then we use pesticides
and weedicides We also use these in our cultivation Because of thiese poisons 
our friends of nature have gone away from us, for ever I know that these animals 
the porcupine etc could only be seen at the Dehiwela Zoo in the near future. If 
those insecticides are added to the atmosphere, the animal species will be 
destroyed completely 

A Youth- Galahitiya. Malkawa-91-05-27 

Purchase of fertilizer for farming is a big problem today. In this area, tle fields 
on both sides of the road are cultivated. After sowing, farmers cannot do
anything thereafter They cannot afford to buy fertilizer. Money spent on paddy
is same Farmers can do nothing. Such problems would not arise if some relief 
measures are available for the paddy farmers. 

A woman - Angunakol.eltessa. 91-09-10 

Ques Is the paddy crop good? 

Answ Not good
 

28 

http:91-09.20


Ques.: Why? 

Answ.: Always the paddy crops are stricken with diseases 

Cues What diseases? 

Answ Various diseaIses 

Oues Why, such diseases attack the crop? 

Answ. Don't know 

Ques: Because o' (hat does the family have a hard time? 

Answ Yesi To a considerable extent 

Cues How do you buy the chemicals etc ? Are they expensive? 

Answ Very expensive Considerable expensive 

Cues Do you SUffer a loss from the fields'" 

Answ A consideralk loss 

Oues Always ? Vhal ire fhe reasons for persistent loses? 

Answ Last time a disease allacked the crop 

Oues What is i' 
Answ A disease I had only 14 amuon (unit of measurement) of paddy. 

Cues sn t there cure for that disease? 

Arsw ',%e used C llfi 1,05nut in vain 

A representative - Neo Synthasis Research Centre-Ban­
darawela-91.05.28 

After 1950 such crops as p)tato nave )een introduced for local consumption 
Along wilh these came aqro-cheinicals new fertilizers and all People have 
started using these ina very t)ig way Some overuse these inputs Now insects 
and others have got used to lhese crcatiing a problem At times, these compa­
nies do some jugglery they put to the market, a chemical with good concen­
tration and after a few rnonh3 or a few years, they lessen the concentration 
Because of such problems, the living standards of the farmers drop. 
All the trad0ional practices have become extinct now The farmers now use 
manioc, sweet potatoes and other local varieties grown here inthe past are not 
more now Since the attiudes of the people are startlingly changing, we can 
say that ecological issues have taken a turn ftr the worse 

A farmer- Bandarawela- 91-05-24 

A bag of fertilizer costs Rs 425/- A farmer can get such a income, if he can 
produce a measure of beans Sometime a kg of beans fetches only Rs.5/-.
Today it is belween 50-EO Tomorrow itcan drop to Rs 5/- So one bag of fertilizer 
costs around Ps 400/- and onr, packet of insecticide would cost about Rs 100/-
Pesticides or sorne olther would again involve a sum of Rs.60/- or Rs.70/- So if 
we C(on't get a crop of beans we lose When Ihe fertilizer prices go up, farmers 
will have to suffer serious losses 
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A farmer. Bandarawela- 91.05-28 

Fertilizer prices are too much for us When we spend on fertilizer and chemicals 
we just break even In short we get only 5% of what we earn, for our consumption 
needs The rest go o others, outside Fertilizer and chemical prices are mnuch 
more than they were before 

An old citizen - Mirahawatta, Bandarawela - 28.05.91 

There were no insecticides in the past Now sometimes the insecticide sprayers 
are washed in tanks Cattle drink such water and we too drink that water 

A youth - Galahitiya, Molkawa - 27.05.'91 

In this area lies Maguru Ganga This area does not get under water in the Yala 
season Bnt Insect attacks prevail It is difficult to get a harvest enough fnr 
susteinance? 

A citizen . Kahatagasdigiliya, Horowpatana . 24.09.'91 

Anuradhapura is - district where a: large Cnantily )t insecticides ari 
weedicides ;are used in a year These chernicals no ogott ii 0(J wiltl i h 
undergqround water Very strong chemicals are used f(o il the d a tobact 
plant is put on eartm Insects deep underground are des.troyed Trees don' 

,'v i ; is pOlte'l 


growers; ill lao ,-:I ice the re perctis'sioll,
 
gro v. ler c re the environment ItuL c oly lOb, 

A citizen - Shantipura, Nuwara Eliya - 23.07.'91 

The mainstay of lhe villagers Is vegetable growing Farming is done lhroufii 2,,: 
the year The earth is not given a rest or respite Farmers are used to starft J 
new cullivation Immediately after harvesing a crop The soil becomes infertile 
Chemicals are widely used It appears that Insecticides and fungicides are no, 
used according to accepted standards Not only the earth and the working
farmers, but also the consumers all over the country who buy thesu vegetale'­
have to face serious dangers. When the fungicides are used the farmers do ncoi 
take precautions to use it in a harmless manner In the use of insecticides lhi; 
area takes a predominant place There is no organisalion to advise the farmers 
on this It is Imperative to look for alternative methods and reduce the Use of 
insecticides 

Kanakaratna • Hakgala, Nuwara Eliya - 06.07.'91 

Not even within an inch of land can an earthworm be found in Hakgala It v. 
think for a while we can realise the worth of the earthworm The insectic- If,' 
destroyed the earthworms. If this was controlled systematically this sitluahIm)
would not have happened The earthworns would have slopped the soil flroii 
beconiriginfertile Even thevegetableseeds sentto us have)e!r ima h) 
this condition 

Ques What sort of condition ? 
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Answ On chemical fertilizer. These seeds grow because of chemical 
fecilizer and I don't think that with tlhe seeds sent to us we cannot 
preserve tile old method. If we do that we have to suffer a loss 
faced that situation trying to experiment 

V. Land Tenure 

A citizen - Katugampola- Kurunegala-91-09-20 

We cannot get even an inch of land here All the lands here are already in use 
When we came here in 1962, a block of land was given to a family witlh at least 
six members There were. 70 families each with six meribers Dhal was in 1962 
Now in 1991, their third generation is now in exislence There has been a 
considerable increase inthe population As paients, the bas'ic problem we face 
is, jobs for our children People of two generalions own the 05 acres of larld 
origilally received 

A citizen -Pansiyagama-Madahapola-Kurunegala91-09-20 

People have this problem of ov'ership In Ile a sence of this ownlership, 
people do not like to grow a perennial crop 11erofcre people lust do a 
commercial crop, short-lerm They don't go for lad, coc. nut breadifUl and 
,uch like perennial trees They grow sometl,.;ig th,ii yiek:--, a harvest inabout 6 
months What we say isthese lands should he q-n )Oit. permanentlyiv te ire 

Karolis. Rambuka- Kalawaria- 91-05-25 

Everyone has tire problei of lanrdessrles ;. t.: wI -nki tre lines, live in 
those lines People who had come irom villages hrvo only their house Oil a plot 
of land 1/4 or 1/2 acre in extent It has COcnut Jack or nreadfruit cannot be 
grown there They have no land to he haJnded itJr thher ctcldren 

A v~oman- Rambuka- Kalawana-91-05-25 

About 30-40 Sinhala families live in tlhe lines hey ,,reintlhe Lankaberiya Estate. 
They don't have even an inch of land. 

Samarasinghe- Kalawana-91-05-25 

Landlessness is a serious problem. Tea cultivation is done mostly. There are 
lands. But they say these lands belong to the Plantation Corporation or to some 
other party 
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A citizen - Kalawana. 91-05-25 

The major problem for us is landlessness. Unemployment too is seriously affecl 
us There are ample resources here in this area If we go up abouLt a (lnarhr olf 
a mile in this environment, there is a large forest with enough resource,; We 
know flow to use those resources without damaging the environment 13ut we 
don't get a chance to use these resources. i hese resources have been handed 
over either by the government or by some other administrative machinery to a 
private party There is this "Morning side" They have made it their kinydiii' It 
is a cardamon garden. They overuse the land. This land borders the Slllfrala 
bio-reserve. This "morning side" garden is even there within thol bio r ',re.2 A. 
we know there are three owners each having 50 acres S') by right th y can 
claim the only about 150 acres Bul now they have encroac1ed on -b, i! 'O 
acres within this forest Some people say it is more than 800 a'r ! i .v,.r 
legally they have a right to 150 acres only Ifan ordinary persu., .r. ltii ,':ay 
there will be deadlocks, legally Such instances have been common there Is 
no one to look after the poor people When the trees were felled lhe dep li n -i i 
of Forest Conservation sent the officers here and they prepared a report rIlo 

was the end of it There was no inqUiry 

A citizen - Rajanganaya - 15.05.91 

Permits of these lands have to be renewed every year Still we haveiI 
permanent perrnits We have a lemporary permit For our 1 l'2 acre plot ,/t
have to pay Rs 30/- every year WA'e dcd not pay this during the last (t)qi 0 
years because duricg the period of the J V P tension officers 1,11d I, -.r 
destroyed aiid set on fire All tile deeds nave been burnt UntW , ,:-- ir. 
prepared anew we have not paid the money 

A woman- Thalawa- Anuradhapura. 91-09-23 

I was born at Thalawa bred at Thalawa ano got married and lived here All ',.) 

brothers an'd sister gcl land I didn't get land I have inherited a 20 perclId 
of land from ny niolher I wro:a to Mahaweli asking for a land bul did n1 t 

one to do farming 

A citizen - Bandarawela- St Joseph's College. 91-07.23 

Those who car wield political influence have 100 or 50 acres The finanrir; 
get land because of their money and capabilities. We know well they h;i,(. ,.1 
deeds. The government can distribute these lands among the poor peopl, nor 
them to do their farming and can impose restrictions. Farming acts have Lets: 
passed into law Today's law is not for every lenant cultivator Lands culliv;le 
for 50 years by tenants are taken back by the owners who file law suil:. 'h,; 
farmer is helpless. 
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Wijesundera. Badulla- 91-05-30 

The rich have everything The poor has no lands. Such problems exist. Recently 
there was a land commission By the time the Commission was appointed a 
large extent of land has already been acquired. At Bandarawela, all of a sudden, 
land prices went up So people have acquired every mountain. They are not 
the landless but those who have land 

A citizen - Bambaragama - Bandarawela-91-05.28 

The private sector has been given a lot of lands- each 10.15,20 acres Those 
were lands that should have been distributed in the village Even if this 50 acre 
land is alienated among the villagers, it will be of much use People have 
adequate water There are skilled farmers but the problem is landlessness 

Dharmapriya Samarasiri. Passara-Badulla- 91-09.02 

(from a letter) 

The lands now leftout as unsuilable for lea, should be distributed among the 
people in the area, after the government has done lhe basic land development
tasks such as access roads, a-ind soil conservation Giwirm Inese lands without 

such basic needs is like "casting petrrls t).ire svm're 

Asilin Disanayake. Bandarawela . 27.07.91 

The two serious problems we face are Iarrwdlssness arriI irremploymerlt The 
lands with development potenrials -houlk distributed the villagersht-ong 

P B Herat. Naulla, Demodara, Bandarawela - 27.07.91 

Landlessness is a grave problem among lh, rnr; folk Some time ago, lands 
were not alienated, hut that is riot at all adequ,-te Despie the fact that lands 
are available political deadlocks, ii pede. aliiratnon 

Liyanage. Hakgala-Nuwara Eliya- 91-07-26 

These lands should be given permanently. How can a change be effected when 
we have lived on these lands for 25 years? These were the lands we encroached 
on in those days. We ask the government for land. Now our children have no 
lands. He is there temporarily, but fie cannot be asked to go. Can he step on 
to the road with his children? Two families, live in one house and we have no 
lands to farm It is said that we will get lands from the lea estlte or from the hilly 
areas This has not happened 
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Kanakaratna-Hakgala.Nuwara Eliya. 91-07-26 

Our argument is this, as a matter of fact a man needs a dwelling to live in To 
put up a house the government should give us a block of land or the gverument 
should make houses for us Or else at least one perch block should be given 
to a man who can put up a house Ifnot we have to find a and from somewhere 
to do farming, for our existence We have to live for another 30 to 40 years at 
least We have to get married, procreate arid if one has eight children, all of 
them cannot live in the same house We have to make more houses and lhey
need land. The influential has 05 acres and those who do not hi-ve the influenrce 
do not get even 20 perches in many instances there is poli ical influence 

A farmer. Rikillagaskada. Hanguranketa. 91-05-14 

A considerable crowd has conie here. keeping in mirnd tlhe land problem
relating to the Hanguranketa estate We have come to know ,,lat there is ni 
friendly settlement ;o this problem From the time this estate was taken over t 
situation has come where the people in the estate have to leave it. There i; 
considerable number of people who own paddy lands Earlier they had a ieas, 
system, where they paid Rs 10!- or Rs 15/- This gradJally irncreased to Rs 15f.' 
- Rs 200/- and Rs 300/- Recently tihis has increased to ,Ps 3,000/-, Rs 6 ,,. 
Rs 10000/- and Rs 15,000/- If this is not )aid the farmers are asked to lea. 
or another is asked to pay ita- sum and take the land Most of us cannot pay 
this and we are facinq a sericiis problem 

A farmer-Rikillagaskada. Hanguranketa- 91-05.14 

There is a considerable crov. 0 here who want to voice their ideas about the 
paddy lanos which beolonged 1t the Hanguranketa estate At preset't, v( 
these lands and f(Mar ger rans I ave clone son When Mr Zoysa was !,it 
Superinten de it he has givnr ever these paddy lands to our grandfather ,

the rate of quarter of an acre But our parents had spent their labour money

and through various difficultres had got that extended to one acre In those da,
 
about a quarter of tile larvest was paid as lease Later this has changred tc hia!
 
of the harvest of the tenant farmers After the lands were taken over by !t-.
 
goverirnert in 1976, we 
pacd the money to the Grania Sevakas (village lev.' 
officer) We came to know fhat this money has not been remitted to the proper
places. However we made out payments to the proper authorities in terms ol 
the laws of the land In those days we paid this money according to our living
standards We fhave to make these payments to the Land Reforms AUtf'ori:V 
and to its relevant office at Kandy Kachcheri (LRC) they charge an exorbiltar! 
lease from us People who work these paddy lands are very poor. Some of thfrn 
are Janasaviya beneficiaries That means, the poorest of tIfe poor are working 
on these lands 

We got a letter ihat atax is to te paid for These lands When we went there., 1. /
wanted us to pay, without a receipt and not in agreement with any law The',
had prepared letters to charge Rs.9,000/-, Rs.10,000/- arid Rs 15,000/- per 
acre We got the second reminder We got the final red notice IFarrers h,'.,, 
to say with regret that so ie had to sell their lewellery to pay the r;e nionis 
the paddy lands. Some had to cancel the lands in tile change of banks for lti. 
future benefit of the children in order to save the paddy lands 

34 

http:91-05.14


Paddy land ownership today is for a couple of years, not for generations. The 
people who work these lands today are not those who had the ownership rights.
Outsiders have paid small sums of money and they are working these lands;
farmers have come here seeking a solution to this burning problem. These 
farmers have paid their leases We make an earnest request here The Land 
Reform Commission has charged us money stating that we will be given deeds 
We are awaiting that decision. Are we to receive those deeds or not? Shall we 
get back the money we paid or riot' If not what are we to do? If the government
takes any other decision, we have to make an agitation We have either to do 
a murderous armed struggle to save those paddy fields or lose those lands 

A farmer- Rikillagaskada. Hanguranketa- 91-05.14 
Three years ago the Land Reform Commission acquired our lands We don't 
know, but it is said that the commission had acquired the lands Since then the 
levy of tax has stopped Officers did not come to collect taxes The Land Reform 
Commission examined the situation and they accounted the arrears for the 
period for which the lax was not paid, at the rate of Rs 100/- per bushel At this 
rnte for a paddy field which fetches 30 bushels a year we have to pay Rs 3000/-
If the detaulted perf,)J is th er years, it arnounts to Rs 9,000/- II is said thal. 
after this payment is imnde, we are to be given a deed of permanent owiiership 

Kiribanda. Rikillagaskada. Hanguranketa. 91.05-14 
Ais the eldest s, I inra emtd the paddy land fromn my father I aim 82 ye-sars old 
Even for such -ilon period I have had no problems About 7or 8 months have 
passed since I r-in aito del: for these things I marhde about seven trips to the 
Kachcheri The lqo!tiry said hi would give the deeds that month or the morith 
following We paid the money but did not get the deeds It is for thal I came 
here We must know V.,hal is happening after such a long time since we paid 
our payrnents 

A villager . Rajanganaya . 15.05.91 

Since 1969 we have been asking for ownershipof these lands. We haven't get
 
it still.
 

A villager . Bambaragama, Bandarawela . 29.05.'91 
The land that should have been commonly alienated in the village has been 
distributed in extents of 10-15-20 each. Even if this land of 50 acres is distributed 
among the villagers, it can be put to greater use People have enough water, 
there are farmers, There is no land to cUltivate 

A teacher . St. Joesph's College, Bandarawela . 29.07.191 
The Tarnil people in the estates have asked for at least 1/2 an acre each from 
the estate If the state landis are so distributed, the villagers trapped in the 
villagers in between have no place to go. 
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If a farther who owns 1/2 an acre of iaiu nas Tour or ive otsprngs ine tamily
will not get disentegraled In some of our villages have no place for a burial 
ground, Even the burial ground is encroached on 

A farmer - Rikillagaskada, Hanguranketha - 14.05.191 

We paid all the arrears of tax on our lands We were told that we would be given
ownership rights once we paid the !ax. Six or seven months have lapsed We 
haven't got our deeds 

A citizen - Shantipura, Nuwara Eliya - 22.07.'91 

These lands have been given to people from Colombo We who were horii 
brought up here have to purchase lands at Rs 30.000/= They buy these lands 
on the influence of hires up After the supporters of the politicians had procUred
those lands, they sold them to the others We were caught in that net 

Charlis- Diyaluma Ella. 91.05-30 

Ques Winal are the problems you have in this area? 
Answ People have shortcomings of dwelling places Then the land prou. 

lems are there too 

Ques Wo'!,at do ycu rneanri hy lind problems? 

Answ People have not yet got lands 

Oues Wat are the proho.nts of housing'? 

Answ We have no piace to live 

Oues Then where do you live? 

Answ Here. in the boulique 

Ques Is toe grandfather in thle boutique? 

Answ It is there where all the families live. 

Oues Do the children go Ic *cfiool? 

Answ Three girls go to school 

OLes How far do they go? 

Answ About 05 miles 

QUes Are there buses? 
Answ Buses are there, but not regular. They go on foot also 
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Vl. Land Filling 

Upali Ahangama- Kalutara, Pulinathalaramaya Temple- 91-05-03 

The water bodies in the city ot Colombo are today totally blocked and polluted 
That is the repercussion of development. Development is not our word- Even 
the word itselt has polluted the envronmeri. Let us replace this word with 
'inprovement" and environment with "nature" The backdrop tor development 
has to be prepared with the temple playing a lead role The present day 
development has overlooked the most needy problems Unnecessary prob­
lems are ironed out. Even gamlrng is purs(:-d for development. Deve!opment 
suppressed the environment The canal at th Saranankara Road, Kirulapona 
is about 1/2 acre wide Now a school has come up there Atlrdiya tiact of fields 
was reclaimed 1he bicrs dcied Today's development does not suit this country. 

A citizen - Kalutara, Pulinathalaramaya Temple- 91-05-03 

Garbage is dumped hy lie side of tlhe Galle Road Cross roads are tull of 
garbage There are potholes on the by-roads Various organisations give 
assistance to develop the onvrcrfnent Bit they are not properly used on 
environinental development 

A farmer - Rikillagaskada - Hanguranketa - 14.05.'91 

So far four generatiors have wotked these paddy 'nds V.ien tflese lands were 
qi en froml the estate, there I ad ber,about 1/4 an acre of paddy land But our 
parents have some how or oiher ncreased 11la up to a-lout one acre At that 
tirne aboul a quarter of the paddy crop had been pain as iax Whenl the lands 
were taken over h Government in 1976, the Grama Se'aka charged the taxes 
payable for the paddy lands We paid the taxes but came to know Illat the 
rnonles, have riot gone to the correct places Again we hae to pay taxes to the 
ILand Reform Authority for tile period in which we lived on these lands They 
charge an irexorbitant tax from us Poor people who cu;trvale tlhese paddy 
lands cannot pay it Some got those paddy lands with 0,2 money obtained by 
selling their jewellery 

A citizen - Matara Sarvodaya Centre - 11.09.'91 

Property Trade Companres do a lot of damage to the land: inour country. They 
obtain a sizeable extent of land, ai,,sell those lands at lange piofits. Eliviron­
ment is completely destroyed The Property Trade Companies have procured 
lands to build tourist guest houses and hotels along the coastline in the south. 
At certain places mangroves have been destroyed. Tourist hotels and aquaria 
have been set Up. A rigid policy regarding the control of land isnecessary. 
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A media pe7son . Alvitigala Flats, Narahenpita - 05.12.'91 

Buildings are coming up rapidly The environment has been over looked when 
these are put up. Even in this housing premises there are not much of trees and 
creepers. Less trees are more buildings means a threat to our health. In these 
flats there is no place for the children to run about. Even tlhe available space is 
littered with waste. The surrounding is not maintained well Gardens should be 
there for the benefit of the flat dwellers 

A housewife - Alvitiga!a Flats, Narahenpita - 25.12.'91 

Our T V has oriented our people to a pattern of life that does not suit them. It 
has created in them a desire to possess the inaccessible. 
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2. Water
 

1. Irrigation Projects 

i. Mahaweli Project and Ancient Tanks 

A citizen 	- Anuradhapura. 22.05.22 

We don't get water from the Kalawewa The volume of water there is not 
adequate in terms of lands to be fed They are ancient tanks, which cannot store 
enough water to feed the new settlements Ifin the past, the tank fed 1000 acres 
now it feeds 25,000 acres So farming cannot be done. We get water for the 
Maha season In Yala only a section .irts water That too is only for a half of 2 
1/2 acres The cultivated lands bec, 1 fallow and are losc .ei tic little we 
have Some have taken bank loan., icy work and wait for water in vain 

A Youth. 	Anuradhapura. 22.05.91 

the tank 9Ques 	 How does mud come into 

Answ 	 There's no soil conservation all is washed off 

Ques 	 How can the er, e stopped'? 

Answ 	 Stone banks ca-n nelp (rassiand trees slhould be grown The 
forests should be llo.. ,roy., not felled Event I the forests have 
dwindled The Mahaveh f:,!,Jfstroyed 'he forests 

Ques 	 Mahaveli did not do u,' 

Answ 	 It cut 

Ques 	 Where? 

Answ 	 Kotmale All the trees around were felled We were children then 
But we know. 

Ques.: 	 What is your village? 

Answ 	 Kotmale All the trees were cut for the reservoir 

Oues 	 Did the rainfall decrease after those trees were cut? 

Answ 	 It was also a cause 

A Youth 	•Anuiradhapura- 22.05.91 

There is water when a Minister or some other important person comes The 
fields are filled with water. The bureaucrats do this A pump house was put up, 
and two engines were put up along with two pipe lines, to provide pipe-borne 
water But Water was nol issued I he engines were also missing Later, two 
machnes were brou(ht ctovri froii SMor(i conLntry itney left it in Colombo arid 
fixed two old machines here They cannot be started The engines are dead 
Lalt Ithey were also removed and taken hack 
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A'citizen .Ka agahawewa: Thalawa-91;0923' 

The anagement of Mahaveli leaves much to be desired. Therefore the 
environmnent has been badly affected. The other problemis it is rather difficult 
for the people to find means of livelihood, Water' is-a basic issue. People now 
cut trees for such purposes'as fuel wood. But planting isnot done.:Problem of 
water affects us orl claim that when 

~9~di~iii g culTtivation then, they did not go anywhere for water. They say 
that they sank a well in the Chena itself and'got water. That means that th y 
would have got enough Water for the Maha Season, How good the environment 
had been? 

A citizen - Kahatagasdigiliya. Anuradhapura- 91.09-24 

This village had seven tanks. Since five years back, from the time the Mahaveli 
commenced, these tanks have begun to dry' up. During the last season there' 
had been no water cut even for bathing. The reason as we see, is the 
deforestation that took place here. 

A citizen -At Bandarawela St Joseph's College. 91-07-29 

A large water supply scheme commences from Wirahawatta, Bandarawela- tie 
Matavilla canal which is about 7 miles long. This commenced about 40 years 
ago with international assistance. This scheme has failed completely, The land 
coming under the command area of the tank has not been distributed system­
atically, This project which swallows down public funds should be regularized 
and without debasing the environment, the project should be restuctureCd to 
be a benefit to the farmers. 

A citizen •Karagahawewa, Talawa . 23.09.'91 

Oues.: Have these mothers been living here for long ? 

Answ.: Yes. 

Ques.: For how long ? 

Answ.: Thirty to Forty years, 

Ques.: Thirty to Forty years! Before Mahaweli Came ? 

Answ.: We came here before the Mahaweli, 

Ques.: Did you have water in those days ? 

Answ.: Yes. We had. Although Mahaweliya had not commenced, the tanks 
had water. 

Ques.: Isn't the water sufficient here ? 

Answ.: Not sufficient., 

Ques.: For the Maha and Yala Season! 

Answ.: In the Yala season water is released invery small quantiie, 

Ques.: Then you cannot do paddy farming ? 
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Answ.: Can. But on a small scale. Generally we have 2 1/2 acres, only 2/3 
of that is farmed 

Ques: Didn't earlier farmers have paddy lands to do cultivation In this way 

Answ: 	 No, they hadn't 

Ques 	 No ! not enough paddy land for the community? 

Answ.: 	 Paddy lands do not increase, to the extent the population increases. 
In the past we had paddy lands When the families increased land 
extent decreased 

Nalandala Wasantha - Sinnikulama, Thalawa - 24.09.291 

The major problem in this area is shortage of waler Mostly highland farming is 
pursued Paddy farming too is done About 10-15 years ago, it was said that 
the area would get water from the Mahaweli project Not only that Even tlhe 
boundaries were marked to dig the canals Yet waler was not given In the 
neighbouring village the people can eat rice. because tney get Mahaweli water 
We sell our labour for them We can farm, only if we (let rain Tt-ere is no rain in 
thIs month It Is uncertaii nin ! month too Only if (ocr makes ain that we can 
get a relief 

K.A.V. Alpitiya - Gangoda Walawwa, Rambukwella, Teldeniya ­
31.05.291 

For tfhose who were on tiighla ds whici were mint Luhnerqs. by the victoria 
reservoir, very little compensation ,.'as given in respect of paddy lands that 
came under the reservoir Blasting of rocks near the houses to build roads 
caused severe damages A part of the compensation paid for such damages 
was misappropriated by the officers Result of all lhese was toie destruction of 
our Dumbara valley, which was once a fertile area 

A citizen 	- Talawa, Karagahawewa - 23.09.191 

Several tanks like Karagahawewa and Kumbukgahmawewa are left to remain. 
Some time back all these tanks were cuLt and cleared Then the work stcped. 
Even for bathing people should have several tanks Then people had to go to 
Kalawewa for this purpose II this period of drouqht wells have run dry. In the 
tanks Salvinia (water plant) has come up 

A mother - Talawa . 23.09.91 

We have been here for about 30 -40 years We came here before the Mahaweli 
Scheme commenced. At that time there were water in tanks But we had no 
sufficient water. We used the available water for cultivation Now after the 
Mahaweli Scheme started we get more water 
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>7 "'.! :>*:4! .*A citizen Talawa 23.09.91 

Inthe Maha season there isenough water to do paddy cultivation,. Inthe Yala~ 
we don't get enough water to cultivate paddy tands Tanks cotainless ateriinthat season. No we don't get rain as before. 

A -Dangahakadawala.-, citizen 24.09.191 
Ques,: For how tong this tank has remained without water? 
Answ.: Only inthe three rainy months, water isthere
 
Cues.: Has itbeen the situation from the time you can remember ?
 
Answ,: From the time Mahaweli was diverted this area has not got water.
 
Oues,: But no tong, period has passed since the beginning of the Mahaweli
 

Answ.: Itwas 6fter Mahaweli started that we lost even the little water
 
Cues,: What did you have inthis area inthose days?.
 
Answ.:, Itwas the jungle. Tank had water. Itnever ran dry.
 

A citizen - Dangahakadawalla, Talawa .24.09.191-
,The canal is diverted We don't get water to do cultivation, twice at least to give

us a feeling of satisfaction. This isour biggest problem. There is a lank up there
named Koragaha. That tank was diverted to get water to the latter Today thereis nothing left. If that Koragahaveva was provided with water, there are paddy
lands in the lower area. We lead a miserable life and we cannot cultivate ourpaddy lands at least once a year, There are no lands to do shifting cultivation
The land available are desolate, dry plains. They cannot be farmed in the
absence of water. M 

Ri. Lunugamwehera Project 

Sirisena- Bamnbaragama 91l07.29 
This dam is constructed to get water from the Kirindi Oya which runs acrossBambaragama., I am sorry to say that to preserve that stream which provides
water to the Lunugmavehera Project the government ha's spent about 2034 i(Rs.) in three stages. But the beginning of this Kridi Oyai s at Wasgamuwa. If 
you all can come I 'can show you how Krindi Oya begins and where i;commences. The river valley 4500 feet in height, is in the area catted f"'daraeliya. A small water fall falls from here, It has 43 other main streams. th' "
 reports oIf myvllage are available at the Environmental Protection Society
These 43 streams add together to make the Kirindi Ganga. You may have seen
the beautiful water wall called Bambaragama Ella. This'breaks-off from anotherfall at Bambaragama. Because of this dam, all the 43 streams in the Bambara­
gama area are today dying along with trees and creepersSiliyoual om sho tlied Offcn -a yo 
 iid eisadihi
when 2064 are spent on the Lunugamveherao e Project,y nh a single cent hasi < i.,!been spent to preserve the atchment area of Kirindi Oya in Baml ragarna 
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D K Piyasena, Chairman, Bambaragama Environmental Protec. 
tion Society - Bandarawela. 91.05.29 

(From a letter) 

Neglecting tlhe catchment area of Kirindi Ganga which provides water to the 
Lunugamvehera Project has resulted in very serious damage. Several herbari­
ums which had existed from tlhe time of King Walagamba, have gone to 
destruction. Even today a large number of herbs can be seen. The land which 
was full of such valuable timber as Ebony, Milla etc have become fallow lands. 
The environment is damaged in several ways. Birds, beasts and aquatic life 
unique to the area are facing extinction. There are no preservation arrange­
ments Prompt action is necessary. Because of tlhe unsuitable farming practices 
adopted by tlhe farmers through their ignorance, soil erosion occurs on a big 
scale There are no arrangements to preserve the soil or to educate the people. 

A citizen -Bandarawela - 31.05.'91 

Tils isa jungle area, fed by small tanks The area had a self-sufficient farming 
systen Then we had no economic problems After the Lunugamvehera was 
introduced tlhe settlers faced the problem o lack of water The new families 
brought down had virtually to resort to begging Some left the area. A large 
extent of coconut lands in the area were destroyed by bulldozers The volume 
of water in the Kirindi Oya is not enough to meet the needs of tlhe people in this 
area If water is released to Kirindi Oya through some olher source, this can 
change to better Ifwe cultivate in one season, water is not available in the other 

Somadasa -Bandarawela - 31.05.191 

In 1991, our land was taken over for the Lunugamvetiera project Later we were 
settled in tlhis area. In those days we cultivated our paddy fields with no 
difficulties Now, the drought has rendered cultivation impossible. We are given 
water only unce a year. Pelawatta Sugar Company is one reason as to why the 
Lunugamvehera tanks do not get water They tap the water for their use 

Seemansingho - Bandarawela -31.05.191 

Lunugamvehera provides water to our lands. When the grains are maturing they 
stop water. This is a problem for our farming. In the past cultivation was done 
under five tanks gel water But to a group of farmers, water has not been given 
for them to get a matured crop The farmers in the Karandaveva area can do 
only high land farming. For want of water they cannot do paddy farming. Earlier 
this area was a small forest, fed by small tanks. The area was self-sufficient. 
Then we had no economic problems After the Lunugamveflera project got 
under way, the settled families had no water even to drink. The new families 
had almost to beg. Some left the area. Several coconut lands in the area were 
destroyed. The Kiridi Oya does not provide water enough to meet the needs of 
the people in the area 
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Sumanaselkara' Bandarawela. 31.05.191 

After this Lunugamvehera project commenced, people face, problems Ifrom 
elephants, Before, that we had no threats from elephants, In those days they
had enough jungle land. These lands today are villagesi Elephants had no 
habitat to live., 

Indrasena Jayasinghe Tissamaharamaya -29.09.91 

Lunugamvehera reservoir constructed recently meant to cultivate about 30,000 
acres, But now, cultivation cannot be done in Yala and Maha both. The reason 
is, the volume water required for the reservoir is not received from the Kirindi 
Oya. Because of clearing large extents of land for paddy cultivation, these areas . 

have become very dry. Various organisations encourage the farmers to grow 
commercial crops. This is a serious threat to the paddy cultivation,. 

Ven. Pannasara Thero -Koholangala. Hambantota. 91.06.14 

Under the Lunugamvehera Project now excess water of the tract of fields 
towards Hambantola off the Adalla hills isdrained into this lagoon. As a result 
tWice or thrice a year lagoon is filled with water and the surrounding area is 
inundated, Therefore the Kiripatliya and Udawalawa tracts of fields get sal 
water and the lands here become saltish. 

iii Uma Oya Project 

A Farmer- Bandarawela. 91-05.29 
We are against damming the Uma Oya to take water to Labugamwehera We 
cannot live in another different environment. When we think about the Victoria 
Dam where construction is complete, we are uncertain of the future: Victoria 
project was launched with a lot of great aspirations. But today we see only the 
bottom of Victoria, The submerged buildings are clearly visible. When such a 
situation occurs, people lose all their hopes. 

A farmer- Bandarawela. 91.05-29. 
Ifa reservoir is put up by damming the Uma Oya, after some time Sri Lanka will 
have to import vegetables. As we understand the dam is to be put up in 4 stages 
from place to place. So about 4000 families will be deprived of their places of 
dwelling. Itis said that 6000 families are lo be settled under the Lunugamvehera 
But.no good profit would be derived. It is also said that a tunnel is to be cti to 
Ravana Falls in Uma Oya. From where this would; Is it from the Bandara.,ela 
town; no one knows. People say, that after the passage of time, the springs
would be drained by the tunnel and the stream in the area would gel driec up, 
This is the fear that we have. 

44
 

http:91-05.29
http:91.06.14
http:29.09.91


SAjith Lokuge.; Neo Synthesis Research Center. Bandarawela­
91-05"29 

When we consider the nature of the soil inthis area, people say it is makul soil'. 
The soil is not that strong, mostly yellowish white in colour. I isvery often not 
pressed enough, the waler is drained inand the surface layeris like a piece of 
bread soaked-in-water.-It starts- breaking-down- ifa reservoir-is put up in this­
area, itwill worsen the existing environmental issues. People say that there are 
many reasons for that, Since the Mahaveli and other schemes appear to have 
failed, people started making agitations against these, They say because of 
such agitailons these projects are rushed through, There are several questions 
floating around. It is rumored that this dam is to be built Up. One rumour isthat 
Matutilla and Delgolla streams are to be dammed at Sangili Ela. People say it 
was the first site. But that decision has to be changed because such a course 
of action will end in inundating most of the areas in the Welimada town and the 
Welimada Central College. It is said that a large number of. people will have to 
be re-settled then. Therefore, it is also rumored that the dam is to be put up in 
stages. 

Chandrasena. Pahalameegahawatta. Bandarawela. 29.07.91 

Uma Oya reservoir will inundate Puhulpola. In our side Wellawela, Allewela, 
Flehaheltiya, Malitta, Kurukela get under water. On the left Sangiliella, 
Pahulpola, Dikkapitiya, Balalotaella, Pahalamirahawatla and Thotawela will be 
submerged. According to the earlier plan Welimada would have been sub­
merged. The bund approximating with 6525 feet or 200 meters under water will 
submerge the Uma Oya. Later another plan was prepared to save the Welimada 
Central College and the town, Now it is linked to Maha Oya. After putting up the 
main dam, another small dam will be made on our side to save the Central 
College'and the town. They are ieady to destroy the people on this side. 

A farmer . Pahala Mirahawatta - 27.07.'91 

The Government intends to send us to Lunugamvehera. But we have been living 
here from the beginning. Even from the ime of our grandfathers and great 
grandfathers we have been living by -r",tivalingof crops. We cannot go there 
and start a job of that sort, at once,,-,e weather differs. Despite the intention 
of the Government to implement t )1

,1e have no intention of leaving this village. 
Even if the lands are submerge" ,'11stay here and do something else to earn 
my living. That's my decision. 

A farmer -Bandarawela ; 27.07.91 

This is a useless thing. Just like flogging a dead horse. Money is lost; the dam 
is lost and it is of no use to the country. 

A farmer Bandarawela - 27.07.91 

This is never a successful project. The entire village isfinished. Just destroying 
the village for fIothing, What happens iswe may have nowhere to go. 
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Pupola.Chobjections....iefe Priesti-' Omaa-Oya,r. 9.05.t hI' certai ...... ,;
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viae pelhich!runs bac(k; to thous~and fri s uberedune 
we r a By s ettin~g th ese pe ople ihna n the r a iteer c o o i , e l h an;o a 

donall.ccording to the presentteconom ic-condiin -thsepeople hnnb "r 
comep. Teirhhealth c:ondition too hailsiufrd-hi isased-free hat 

:,,?conditions, th e'5!:i;'¢-.? s pe have inherited by birt in hs aa, ill not be the're in,
thoe areas. -: 

I , K/
 
.~~ fame Mirahawatte, Bandarawela , .:.';Paa ..... . -29.05.191 
" ""; ;,Now this area is goodWe ar'enow used to theclimatic: conditions in thie area.' ' 

Ifwe taike our. kids they fall victims to malaria, stornach ailments and other: ::;
" diseases. We can tolerate these mosquitoes. How can thosecilidren stay ?'/'i 

I."Flood Control Projects. 

iL Ging Ganga Project .'""' ..."
 

A citizen.- Ampegama, Galhenkanda 'School- 91-09-09 ; , ,::;ii] 
G ing Genie scheme was set in motion here for the fp,'meri; to get a better yid:i,,.ii 
But the planning was not done here in the-villagjes, but in Colombo: Itthat the project was planned by a Chinese organiztion inChina. T ismadeeSiid:'v ::i, 
the plans hereand herehaenoued.they worked accordingtr thoe plan Herelthe 

feylnow. This aris good. Wes hlmtccndtosih.aelhe didmosee whether farmers would be benefilled or not.ple wlfaenecom 

A person from the area- Ampegama Galhenkanda So l 
91 09 09 
 "" .. .
Floods damaged the crops That means farming d notyielda
Trhvese
iButsae-reh 

this Gihg Ganga. scheme was planned in Colombo..lt is not possible to workhere according osuch plans But what they did was they m delte :.
according o those plans. What happen wed ofa i 

daein 
agive haarvestwerederived of that harvest. Those
a good 
 .today.
a'e inferile
 

Priest Representative Sub Committee, Galle - Sri LankaEnvironer 
Congress Sarvodaya Centre, Matara ­11.09.91
 

Ging Ganga project isascheme constructed with financial assistance form the
Republicf China wiah the primary bjective of eliminating lomdbo ttis we 
have to encounter a completely different situation nUnder his schemetoday 
more landsthandhhose cultivae redaffected by floods.If nH thepaddies are 
damagedheeacodigtoschpan.Buby stagnant rain water, Isee hese as major envirnment issues.ha he idws hy ae46e a 
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ii. Nilwala Project 

N.P.Punchiheva. Thotamuna. Matara- 91-09.23 

(From a letter) 

The Nilwala Project pushed the fishermen of Tholamuna, a fisheries village, into 
untold hardships. To those in lower areas of the Nilwala river, even the pleasant 
name 'Nilwala' has become a bitter word The reasons are: the water does not 
drain as in the past- Pollitior, of the river with sewage drained into the river 
through pipe lines- absence of a current to facilitate the flow of water. 

Southern Lanka People's Conference- 91-09-27 

(From a letter) 

The Nitwala Scheme .vhich airned at slopping the floods has led to another 
danger The water does not flow into the sea and the river mouth is blocked 
making the river lust like a hank Wati.r is polluted and the garbage that is 
collected has lessened the tept of :hi(e river If the situatif, continues the 
Matlara K(.,ri eriau cnl dsasterv,1 fitact-- erviroriri 

A citizen -Matara - 11.09.'91 

Iod;y t I,,,,al,a rlir Itis a massive dirty hole How many drains lead tois not 
Ih(,river oiiLoth sid :; I fearlessly say that the Nitwala river project was 
rosponsible forthis 

A citizen - Malimboda - Sarvodaya Centre, Matara - 11.09.91 

1his Niv,,ala project i;of vital importance and necessity to the South. The 
present Nilwala Scheme has done us mirne se liar riMi I saw a plan about this 
scheme at the Kachcheri lhe plan indicates storing of water, releasing the 
excess water to the liamiantola District and getting water from outside when 
necessary But there is no such a system now When we ask the officers they 
say that this is what they have got, which is a scheme for eliminating floods. The 
real Nilwala Scheme was contemplated when Mr Dudley Senanayaka came 
into power in 1965 We accepted that proposal This problem afects both 
Matara and Hanibantola districts The fertle paddy tracts here now lost their 
fertility We have become helpless and worse o'l. Even I sewed 15 Kurunies ( 
a unit of measurement of paddy ) recently Itwas completely damaged. I request 
that this scheme be operated in the correct manner 

K. Ratnasekara Malimboda, Sarvodaya Centre, Matara 
11.09.'91 

We know that some time back areas close to the Nilwala river were inundated. 
Paddy hields were damaged At present a drainage system has been put up. 
Nitwala today is only a flood eliminating scheme It is not planned to get water 
to the paddy fields 
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II Hydro Power Generation Projects 

L. Kukule Ganga Piroject 

A Teacher- Kalawana- 91.09.26 
The Kakule Ganga Project, when considered. from a geographical view point
 
appears to cause some damage. Our area is subject to frequent eartistips.
 

.. Sudden spells of rain are always common; No one can say when ,anearihslip

would occur, Hills collapse. So we cannot say what damages would follow the
 
construction of such a reservoir. So it isbetter to be concerned about thlis and
 
look into this situation. 

A Teacher- Kalawana. 91-09.26 (,4 ukule Ganga) 
The majority of these people depend on tea cultivation. As I know 34 lakhs(kg
of tea) come out from areone factory per month. There 12 such factories. 
Kalawana is a source which provides a large sum of money to the national 
income. This is the area in the Sabaragamuwa Province which cultivates tea 
mostly. Apart from the area which is under tea, the land owners who are to put
tea are discouraged. Government will be deprived of a large income to the 
national coffers. People greatly fear thaI these areas are flooded. 
A large reservoir will dry up the existing springs, This Sinharaja tropical forest 
is an asset to our country, If this is destroyed, our country too would be of no 
use. This reservoir will lead to the destruction of several resources. 

A citizen . Kalawana - 24.05.91 
They just mention the KukuleGanga (river) project and make the people scared. 

.At times it is said that the tank will run uptoWekandura area. Then again itis 
said that it will be only in Kukulagama area, We don't know the real situation 
and we are helpless, The people in the area are indifferent aboul environment 
because they have no correct reply to this situation. We'do not know wha,.they 
are going to do ?-

Premaratna - Kalawana, Pattiyakanda . 24.05.'91 

Removing these people from Kalawana means dumping them in 'hell', We have 
no objection to the tank being built. We cannot stop the fast developing world . 
If it is meant to get waterr.only, I thinkit is enough to put up the tank up to that 
bridge in Kukulagama, Otherwise what happens is, electricity will be generated
from Kalawana to light the other areas and we will witheraway here in darkness 
If a reservoir is to be built, put us also into it. It is nosorrow for us. No pain for 
us. When we consider the sirilar fates of those who had been removed for 
putting up lanks itappears that at least not even 01% are in iappiness. 
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A citizen - Kukuleganga - 26.09.'91 

My name is Jayakody I am a member of the regional council The major city of 
Kalawana is Manana As we have heard, if the Kukulegange project is launched, 
this city will be inundated During the last 10-15 years, this area has witnessed 
a vast development So, if this project commences that development will be 
washed off It is said that the project will covei over 5000 ha Of that 3000 ha 
are well developed tea and paddy lands A large extent of tea, coconut and 
rubber lands will get under water. Houses of nearly 2000 families will also get 
under water. Some of these houses are worth lakhs of rupees. Even in that 
respect people have to suffer a great loss. 

A lady teacher - Kalawana Central College - 26.09291 

Gems fetch a !arge amounl of foreign exclinge This resource Is found in 
Ralnapura. Kalawana. Kukulegama, Weddagala and Habaragala areas It 
bring an Income to our country When this income is considered, it is obvious, 
thal the local products itnthis area can be of greater use than the power plant. 
On lt,e other hand, the development in the country or the coming up of factories 
are o! no use if there is no developmen, ,,1Us, and if there are no fresh air and 
water for the people So we express our displeasure on this Kukuleganga 
prole(t 

Ven. Panapola Sirinanda Thero Weddagala, Kalawana 
29.09.91 

Earihslips occur aloriu 1hese mountaiis Unlike the ranges of mountain we see, 
other precipices are there in between The water flows through such places 
and finds its way Into places not expected by us Water can pass through 
Mutlkarnda and destroy that area On the other side Wewalkandura area can 
be v,'ashed olf Here we have Palle Pattu Water flows there II can go towards 
Morapi!iya and destroy the Kalurara area This is what will happen, if the 
reservoir Is buill 

A citizen Peoples' Meeting at Kalawana Gamini Maha 
Vidyalaya 26.09.'91 

A large number of power projects generate electricity. We see that from 
Kukuleganga project it is expected to five electricity to the southern province 
on a large scale. But the Minister for environment and planning stated here that 
there is enough electricity for the south, to the areas like Koggala. If so, the need 
is not so dive 

A citizen Peoples' Meeting at Kalawana Gamini Maha 
Vidyalaya - 26.09.'91 

Our Sinhala kings did not build such tanks in areas in the wet zone, because 
these can end Up with earthslips In the dry zone they put up tanks to store 
water and cultivated Ihe land. Even today those tanks exist. Accordingly we 
ttink that if this 
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.theKalawanaElectorate, fora reservor.That h<i began to slide after about a
 
-
week's rain. Ther~e are drains near the place wash~ed off:. .,: , •!!i-!;:,! .;,;.: ;:.:! 

:A-citizen Polies' Meeting :at :.Kalawana Gamini iMaha :i ;. ! 

to the Sinharaja Forest we have rain. During a perido evthose hills tumble, we may have nothirng e wll e oe illvnoaoenitathere. Because of this reservoir about 20,00 families sufer inthisarea, 

A citizen PKalawana, Kukulegama 26.09.M91-

Iam Piyasena Muhandiram. Grama Niladari, Kalawana West, Iwas born here. 
Kalawana people have agreat fear abouthis Kukueganga project. I has badlyaffected he people in the Kaawana areto Because of tha uncertain sialetiote 
an economic decline is seen. I thinkthere will bere in ste eohrea in
 
the future. Already thecultivation activities have come to 
aialt. Even inaboJanasaviya ( Poverty alleviation) campaigns, we he ask why tho 
should do all these ifKukuleganga project-is to be launched. The people arenot prepared to take any undertaking directly) :. 

Principal Kalawana Gamini Central College h2809a91 
amhI the Principal Kalawana, Gamini Cenra CollegeaThis school isayuseri, if

hoeadquarler There are 14 other, schools n the cluster. The area associaedwith these 14 schools far wirhin the Sinh2raja regionl These 14 scho s ao fallwithin the area earmarked for the reservoir of the KukUleganga prejeaat, I
 

addition a large r number ofother clusters too are included These14 anredeveloped Shools with a large number of Studenlson roll.The area has smlother clustersof schols hen serschools are in the danger of bein 

this area. The area has an economic value ils aof e in the valueexist ngin ' ,,
schools, places of religionworshipeltc will be felt seriously 

destroyed because of thiS-project. The Sinharaja is'of environmnentl 
The people in thisareahave not suffered problems and hvecome up on their ow f ytheyare. 

ahodto leave e place because of thisproject, bis at ss no nly to* ricial.KaawnaGaii aere ­to the entire society . enra Ci~g *850.9unetkn iety 



A citizen - Kalawana . 26.09.'91 
Even during the last period of terror, the area witnessed a minimum of terrorist
activities Now farming felches a good income. About 95% of the people have 
tea I too am a tea planter Every youth has his tea, rubber land, the farm land 
or a gemming licence Gemming to gives them an income -herefore, if we 
talk about this area 
which gels submerged ,n Kalawana, no one can fathom the resources under­
ground During the past 10-15 years this area developed rapidly Aperson who 
was here about 10-15 years ago will vouch for it. Gemming and tea have 
contributed to that development 

A student - Kalawana - 26.09.91 
If the KukL:eganga reservoir is pLii up here, an economic asset the parents can
inherit us is lost The social communion we have with our relations and friends
will be constrained, just like a glass is broken into smithereens We will be thrown
into various places in the country This will badly hit our cordiality mutual
cohesion It is rumored that when the reservoir is put up we will be shifted tothe dry zone [len what will to our10ppenhigher education ? 

as a significant 

Liyanamahattmaya - Environment Protection Organisation of 
Sinharaja 

We have now come tc i~os-athu Ganga which is considered 
juncture of lie Kukule Ganga Project We consider Urnan Ella of Kos-athu 
Gangta a gifti from I Jature ,ii.c: liis ;ani airchae-ological .lu 
:a-this pla-ce there is a large river ,iich starts from the!ctnal oeyond and which,
flows through the 'ocks Abou ait garter of a mile from here it has formed into 
a large river We are sad to say lhal, because of the Kukute Ganga Project,
places like this which has an important archaeological value will be lost to us. 

A citizen - Nivitigala, Kalawana - 26.09.191 
In 1983 heavy rain occurred and continued for about six or seven days. The
river overflowed along this road When we woke up in the morning, we foundthat the road had sunk in instalments, all over, making it impossible for vehicles 
to go If a reservoir like this one is built becausr of its gravity it is possible thatthe surrounding hills may crack and the water way seep through thereby
creating a dangerou, situation. As a miner I am able to talk about it. Inour mines
there is what is called mica which is found above parugala A stream flowerbetween parugala and mica. Mica is a type of soil mixed with graphite which is
found in this area. That is why frequent earth-slips take place. We know this 
from experience. 
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D.A.D. Dharmaratne (Postal Peon).- Kalawana 26 09.'91 
.
am a resident of Kukulegama, This project existed before Iwas born For many

"-,years research has been going on, We do not see anything definite. Since 2_l/2years ago news has been spreading to theeffect that the dam-was being 
'14built-again. The public do not like this exercise because nobody likes to leave 

it ex"ercise because nobody likes to leave this village which is where they
were born, People do not' like to lose their farmsteads and the valuable trees 
and crops'thereon. 

.Kalawana,-A citizen 26.09.'91 , \ 

There is a detailed report to the effect that earth slips have taken place in nine (
constituencies inRatnapura district due to the 1983 rain. About ten hills have

been subjected to earth-slips around the Kukulegama Project area. Around
 
here, earth slips have occurred inabout ten hills. Closeby, Neethagama College

has been subjected an wholeearth-slip and the building has collapsed.

Aldehyde and Habarangala hills have come down. Earth-slips have occurred

in Handunkanda and Bedikanda hills' as well as Delgoda and Udawalte area.
 
All these are Kukuleganga associated areas. 

A teacher - Gamini Central College - Kalawana -. 26.09.'91 
Twenty two colleges including ours'will be submerged due to the Kukuleganga

Project. Twenty two colleges mean agreat resource, They are the centres which

provide education to the children of the poor people in this area In the
 
Sabaragamuwa province.lea is mostly grown in the Kalawana area A large

portion of the people here live by means of tea cultivations. Each factory brings

in a revenue of about 34 lakhs per month. There are 
12:factories in this area

The national income receives a large contribution from the people are 
now
discouraged. A great fear and excitement exists to the effect that this area will
 
get submerged,
 

A teacher . Central College, Kalawana. 26.09.'91 

We do not know about a correct plan relating to Kukuleganga. People do not

have a definite knowledge about where the boundaries are. As a result since
 
about six months ago our developmental activities have suffered a great
set-back. Cultivators stopped their* cultivation. People who were building

houses stopped such work, They have been dragged into a slate of mere day

to day living. I think this is an obstacle of our economic development.
 

Mr. Hemaratne. Kalawana . 26.09.'91 
It is much better to get drowned in this reservoir and die here than to go to
difficult areas and suffer where it isdifficult to live, because of the Kukulegama
Project. 

----. ­" 
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A citizen - Kalawana - 26.09.'91 

If an arrangement is made to carry water by constructing a tunnel in Kukule­
ganga -Hanwella area the same effecls be go then from Samanalawewa Project 
will necessarily befall Sinharaja As a result of Samanalawewa Project a situation 
has arisen whereby a large number of people are unable to obtain water. It has 
become necessary to transport water in bowsers 

ii. Samanala Wewa Project 

A citizen - Katawana. Gamini Vidyalaya. 91.09-26 

Sarnanala Wewa ,,asput up to generate electricity But it is a failure IIinvolved 
a large sum of money Nov, that is not possible to settle those. They say they 
have been Iushed from ouslide The investors who eye the Free Trade Zones, 
make various devtre no g,:t)owerfor their Intended vetures 

A citizen Balarngoda - 29.09.91 

i irii. to rflt.v V L m1 iY a,rfs( of fort-1 were cle red for the Samanala 
l)uoct Ve are not gLiric , iy cuarry about that Hut Our guestion is this 
I tie f rest so destroye,.d I,0)-d tei envirome iorgenurations In place off 
thir toij'strids C-fac res (.f or'a-st, have v,.eye considered of an alternative to 

'
 iii uti inh e c ) ' Uili : 2 

D.M. Jinadasa Banda - Central College, Balangoda - 29.09.'91 

In t., I i ri.a ,:or:ide ,pet of iti -amzanala wewa area got dried up 
tre (mi)iri ,iity hie ,n ;-ici ke Raja(a;ka. Bowanta Imbulamura and 

Badtji ya gut, disorgris tey could not pursue thier paddy farming large 
trce were destroyed I kim ., itir t in our villages, K'umbuk trees with girths of 
about 15-20 feel died 

A lady teacher - Kalawana Central College - 26.09.'91 

In our area a development project named Samanala has got under way. People 
complain that after this project came into being they lost even the little water 
they had in their wells 
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A.K. Karunawathie - Balangoda Central College - 29.09.'91 

I was originally residing at area WOnchiguneWe were evacuated from there in 
order to move earth for the Samanalawewa Project and were settled in 
Samanalagama Paddy cultivation was the main activity at Kinchigune. We lived 
by doing good cultivation Because of the Samanalawawe we had to leave 
behind our villages and come to Samai~alagama Living here is quite different 
The environment that prevailed at Kinchigune is not existent at Sainanalagama 
ItI s an extremely dry chrmate liat e:,iss here There are several wells The water 
in then has run dry We who came from KiTnrchigUr O have riot received 
compensation even fot an inch of land People who lived in villages such as 
Kichigune. Plipatha, Palawelpe, and Imbulpe have been plunged into a situ­
ation of extreme helplessness because of the Sananalawewa Protect 

IV. Water Management 

i. Water Distribution 

Ratnasiri 	Pathirana. Pannala- 91-09-20 

During the last elector perod tli Opp)rILniSt pohticians pledged a water 
supply scheme to the north western province and very craftily looted people's 
vote No one talks abut that scheme itv. 

A citizen- At Bandarawela St Joseph's College-91-07-09 

In the Matale canal area there was a 'pr ig named i,.atrami It was a large 
spring Today houses have come tip in 1t1,e very small part iS leftA place Only a 
When we were small c:ildIren ou r huffaloe gra. ''1 therr -T y there is not a 
single spring trtior Arntino th),re ar' pint, tree, iifl toustii ., Some have sunk 
wells to take ilt watr Whrn the waler r daw t) the', wells there is no 
water to toe negh)ortnqc areas tniere wa. nother -pring left called "Mnuwan" 
spring It waS (;ivei to ;Oev t ftt -tm ifi !itf I t it i httse tiere 
Spring has been covered vhen lfie ofit ..r ustO t! i- ,waler for his needs, the 
entire tract down was deprived of water 

Sadhdhananda- Monaragala. 91-07-30 

Cues 	 How can the ,,,ater problem here he salved',; 

Answ 	 A citwlahle irricaheri schem, S ufl l tf titroditsei I Thor entire area 
can he farnied iere The Konorigataqala caral cani be darImed 
to rriaki a lr 1tr )rovnd.r w lt,, Iii hti thi ;Ih i ; 

Oues 	 Had that tanik been tnere in ie limes of aroiert Si hala Kilgs? 

Answ 	 Yes In those tines there had been an irrrJaion system It helped 

to cultivate this area 

Oues 	 Is that tank now in ruins? 

Answ 	 Yes
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A Farmer- Bandarawela- 91-05.24 

In addition to the rain water we have water seeping from tme hills for some time 

Later it ends In the past there was nor water Heason for the scarcity may be 
the growing of pines and furpentine Now springs have begun to dry up Such 
a destruction has happened Earlier we got water inspite of the fact thal there 
wasn't a forest After these pines and turpentine trees were grown the cold in 
the atmosphere has disappeared People in these areas feet th:t 

A citizen 	- Bambaragama. Bandarawela. 91-05-29 

Answ Streams on1tops of hills should be preservedor 

Oues 	 III.iat way ? 

Answ I rees slhould t)e planted on bothl sides of tie streams 1tiose trees should 
be prolected Two tanks have been covered nov., 1hey .are ilrextent about 4 
acres Thy should be rehabilitaled to get water for cultivation 

Gunasekera. Bambaragama- Bandarawela- 91.05-29 

O(ue,; 	 Wthat s your name' 

Ansv, 	 Gunasekera 

Ones 	 Are ,'OU err loyedc' 

Anisw 	 I do tarnminq Pvjry and vegetables 

9Ones 'lov.much padoy lands you own 

Aisw 	 2 acres 

Ques 	 You do riot or here use this tank is for y,')U?any 1,-)! lell Us of vhat 

Answ 	 All our vater rees.fr our cultivation are pr)cUred from this tank 
For all purpose}s to Lalhe and to drink we gel water from tins t1,nk 

Oues 	 You said th t level is , you.'.vtuor h: carre e.,eny. r hii1k tral 
Ihis lank slioulI t fprolected is;a imlajor 'aril ral f,/eu;s other tan.ks 
beloP? 

Answ 	 Springs up are all cleared now It is good if frees are planted so that 
the waler is retained 

A citizen 	- Bambaragama- 91-05.29 

Eartier this was Divulgasleirna a large catchment area It is now mostly or ied 
up, because of tire growng of pines tr(e, [arier a stream floWed to this place 
1there was a tea factory up Factory's needs of water was met by the Divulgas­
lenna reservoir Welibissa, Palana is compleely wNashed off Now only rocks 
are there 
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LWV de Mel. Bandarawela .29.07.91 

(From a letter) 
A main spring near the public pla y ground in the Bandarawela town is being
covered with earth. The reasons are dumping garbage and earth, the city's 

-sewage being linked to this spring, growing of foreign plants which absorb 
excessive water, and the setting up of a bathing spot below the spring. A 
situation can arise where the use of this water by the people may result in 

--plaguesr--- :'-~- -

The age-old water springs in the lower part of the Bandaraweta city, in front of 
the temple too are being covered, The reason for this is dumping earth here 

'4 and the construction of a latrine. Prompt action has to be taken to protect these 
two main springs, 

G M Nandawathie. Ambegoda. Bandarawela. 91.09-29 

(From a letter) 

A large variety of vegetables grown in the upcountry can be grown here. This 
has been avoided because of the problem of water. In the absence of water 
some paddy fields are left uncultivated for 2 to 3 years, Some influential people
have cut down the large trees on reservation areas and have used those lands 
for farming, They are not bothered about the damage. Itappears that pirie
growing too is a reason for the scarcity of waler nour area Even d inking water 
is hard to find. .: 

G A Prabathkumara. Badulla. At the Colombo Environmental 
Open Seminar - 14.09.91 

(From a letter) 

The springs that provide water to the farmers in the lower Welimaca area have 
been destroyed al Ohiya, Pattipola and Nuwara Eliya by the influentials and 
politicians who have cleared these lands for farming. Th.: farniers are lacing a 
serious scarcity of water, 

Not taking action to preserve the Rawanaella reservation area which has the 
sources of water, coming down from the.Ella area in the upper Uva, -befoie 
developing the Kirindi Oya-has resulted in waste of money and the pollution 01 
environment. Reforestation should be done immediately in the Rawanaella area 
to protect these catchment areas so that the natural water springs are pro­
tected. 

Asilin Dissanayaka. Shanti Stores- Bandarawela - 28.07.91 
Ambegoda, Ginigathhena and Mywatta areas have no water, Pipe borne, water 
is released for half an hour from 6.30 to 7.00 in the morning That's all for the 
entire day.,This the basic problem we have. Most of us believe that growing 
pines is the reason for the scarcity of water. 
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J M Jayaratne. Degannathenna . Bandarawela . 28.07.91 

A part of the reservation has been turned into a field, It has been done' by an 
inftuential person in the area at his discretion, The reservation had vatuabte
 
kinds of treesin an extent of about 2 acres. A considerable part of this has been
 
put under cultivation, This clearing has badly affected an area of about 40 acres
 
in extent. Inthis area paddy Is done in Maha and vegetabte in Yala season. 
Vegetable cultivation has suffered the most serious damage. About 10 years 
ago we had water pouring ounaIthickness of aboutl4 inches now we have _ 
just a trickle of one inch. 

A D Gunasiri- Makul Ella. Bandarawela - 29.07.91 

Our fietds were rain-led or we got water from the tank. Pines growing has tried
 
up the springs. Increasing popufiation has made the government to distribute
 
the patana lands among the people. Inthose lands pines have been grown.

Water has been diverted to Keragala tea estate Therefore, the biggest problem
 

'or the people at Makulella is water, Tea cultivation has no problem of water, 
This problem has seriously affected the paddy and vegetable cultivation. 
Over 20 years have passed since the pines growing was started, We do not
 
know what purpose these trees were grown. Inthose days we were not aware
 
of the problems this cultivation would create. I we knew, we would have
 
protested. Things talked about as development have not benefilted us at all
 
The village now has electricity, But people have no money to get their connec­
tions. If the water that goes to the estate is diverted to the village, problem of
 
water can be settled to a certain extent
 

Woman -	 Hakgala- Nuwara Eliya. 91-07-29 

Oues. 	 What are the problems in the vilage? 

Answ.: 	 There are problems. Lack of water, Water is available but not
 
properly distributed. Water is not available to do cultivation prop­
erly. Water is collected to one place and distributed from there
 
through pipe-lines. On some days there iswater; on other days not. 

Oues.: 	 Who does the distribution? 

Answ.: 	 There are some officers for those. 

Oues.: 	 That's a basic issue. Is this difficulty only for farming? 
Answ.: 	 For both for cultivation and for drinking, Difficulty is for this area. 

Oues.: 	 Serious difficulty? 

Answ.: 	 Yes, On some days there's no water at all. 

Oues.: 	 What do you do then? 
Answ.: 	 We go to places where there iswater and fetch it. 

Oues.: 	 About how far? 

Answ.: 	 Some to up to Hakgala Gardens 

Ouesi, 	 How far is the gardens from here? 

Answ,: 	 About five miles. 
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A citizen St. Joseph's College, Bandarawela 29.07.191 

Weturned a Government into power. It is in power. Now, we want to know what 
is 9666 to happen to us, That's all. The people in the erght villages Imentioned 
arein fear and doubt. Inthis area and in Heela Oya, Katugaha, Maligatenna, 
water is scarce after the diversion tunnel was made. We fear whether we too 
have to keep barrels and collect water. This has now happened at Balangoda. 
Every house has barrels. A road has been cut to every house, The Electricity . 

-.--Board gives waterThis is the fear-and doubt thai haunt us :. '- ---

Dharmaratna - Monaragala - 30.05.'191 

An ordinary man cannot purchase a tube well. It iscostly. Because the salinity 
level is high, the water cannot be used for drinking,'purposes. That is an 
unsuccessful project. 

Indrasena Jayasena - 15.09.'91 Secretary • Environmental 
Project, Tissamaharama 

(An excerpt from a letter ) 

Construction of the public bus stand at Bandarawela has destroyed the main 
water springs of the Kirindi Oya. In strips of land close to Kirindi Oya, soil is 
washed off and the water level of the river has dropped rapidly; Felling of trees 
in reserve land on both sides of Kirindi Oya has precipitated this situation. 

A citizen Malimbada - Sarvodaya Centre, Matara - 11.09.191 

The water in far off areas as Malimboda, Akuregoda is drained rapidly and the 
streams and water courses in these areas have begun to run dry gradually. The 
reason is the absence of an irrigation system planned to suit Sri Lanka, having 
considered the past and the present. We had an irrigation net-work which 
marvelled even the foreign experts who know nothing about our country, these 
projects are rather adverse to the country. 

A citizen . Matara - 11.09.'91 

Because of floods, fertility in paddy lands is lost. Even with fertilizer these paddy 
lands cannot be cultivated as economically viable holdings, Salinity is a 
problem in the fields in Godagama and Maduwa areas. The Department of 
Agriculture has washed off that soil by pumping water. Yet those paddy fields 
did not yield a good crop. If a Government with technology and capital 
resources at its disposal could not cultivate the paddy lands near the Nilwala 
river, do I know what we should do? 
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i. Waste Dispcsal and Water Pollution. 

A teacher. St.Joseph College .Bandaraweta .28.07.191 

Environment is a very wide term. We say that the success of a human life, is 
dependent on a good social environment. I gear my children to a place where 

* 	 there is a good social environment. Then we say a religion environment is 
* 	 necessary, We-should be-able to'create-a-good and -healthy-community of ­

people. Let us forget the social environment and the religious environment and 
focus uur attention on natural environment conversation with a Buddhist priest 
at Matale, Kaludewela. Still the Town Council dumps the waste near the river, I 
have fought hard against this. Even the waste of the slaughtered cattle is 
dumped into the river. I have fought to stop this pollution of the river. I did a 
hunger strike for 8 days. Having fasted for 8 days, I thought if self-immolation 
on the last day and was ready with petroleum. The only weapons I had was pen 
and paper. What I wrote was published in the papers, both in Sinhala and 
English papers, Divayina, Dawasa, Daily News, Sun - People bathe in this river. 
In the past we used this water for drinking. The night soil collected by the Town 
Council wa,"earlier buried in a pit. Later they started dumping that too into the 
river Even the dead cattle are thrown into the river 

A citizen •Meeting at the Colombo New Town Hall, 14.09.'91 

All the vaste in Colombo is dumped into this Beira lake. I have seen many 
people bathing in this lake. Carts are washed and even the bull is bathed. On 
the other side, the people bathe. Maradana and Maligawatta areas get under 
water. Why even a heavy shower submerge these areas ?There are no drains, 
From time to time holes are made on the roads. Then they are closed. Drains 
are damaged. Slums have worsened the health hazards Malnutrition and 
cholera prevail. Even diarrhea is not uncommon. Since the slum dwellers are 
deprived of health facilities, such problems emerge. 

Rohana Stanley Meeting at the Colombo New Town Hall 
14.09.91 

Even the Negambo lagoon has turned out to be a lavatory for the residents 
around it. Industrial waste from the main factories drained into the lagoon. 
Channel, from the Gurkin factory is directed to the Mathurajawela. At some 
places you cannot step into the lagoon. Water has become poisonous with more 
mercury content. A large quantity of unprocessed waste in released to the 
lagoon through. the channel. 

A citizen - Christchurch College , Matale- 20.07.191 
Waste disposal is not properly attended to by the employees concerned. After 
a couple of days mosquitoes breed and diseases spread. When waste is 
carried in the municipality vehicles, it is dropped on the way side. The vehicles 
are not in the proper fashion Waste drops through damaged places. 
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A citizen . Christchurch College, Matale 

The waste that is transported through the Matale city is dumped into the surface 
drains which drains the excess water in the city These drains are lead to the 
channel This dumping site caused loss of life Such diseases as cholera has 
taken the lives of five or six people The flies go about one mile and perch on 
dishes in the houses and breed the germs that cause cholera. 

A Citizen - Matale - 20.07.91 

My personal view is that a disease affects the entire community of people. Ourrequest is that waste should be deposited in a suitable place It is clumped here 
improperly 

A citizen - Matale - 20.07.91 

Make arrangements :o produce fertilizer through processed waste to improve 
farming to suit the (:Treasing population All must have the ability to use
scientific and ltecrni. i inll mdcs Ifnot, that is a sign of weakness in admini­
stration 

A citizen - Minuwangoda - 19.09.'91 

Channels around t,- :!,KareI)olltIHICd Some, up there have no lavatories They 
use both sldes of tV11': fidl tor lhli pulpose All the drain from the houses on 
either side of tihe rao~ .. irint into thre (oanaipeople clown bathe in this water 

A youth - Flats, Serpentine Road, Wanathamulla - 05.12.'91 
her--,, cnaa; t,:' Ic fiat comirp Time people who live in huts acrossx 

c .the ro p use Im, c-rIf) I' laatlory I he w.ater in tlhe canal flows slowly and 
huma] n 'asle d(([d(, (-)ffl, -.,dc-),, n It stinks Diseases break out and mosquitoes
breed £verr recer t ,lyos afflicted vitih malaria 

Wasanthi Wickremaratna-Bombugammana.Divulapitiya.91-09.26 

Waste released from tlht Ekala Industrial complex has polluted several areas
in the surroundings (;f,>nicals mixed with oils, polythene bags, pieces of tyre
from tyre manufacturing concerns, pieces of rags from garment industries, 
asbestos dust are djumped into tire Kolugoda canal and the swamps around 
There areas now tact complete environrnental pollution On rainy days the 
people have to face serous difficulties as these water bodies are blocked and 
then begin to overflow 
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A citizen Sarvodaya. Matara- 91-09-11 

As the gentleman of the Moor street, Dickwetla said, there is a cattle slaughter
house, A cattle pen too is there The waste matter drains into that canal. As a 
result filariasis has increased to a great extent The largest number of filariasis 
patients are found among the Moor street people To stop this menace, the 
canal has to be cleaned, Slaughterhouse has to be shifted elsewhere. The canal 
is always filled with waste inatter. Our earnest request is that these should be 
bUid of.' 

S Jayalath Balasooriya . New Town Hall, Colombo 14.09.'91 

A report by the climatology unit of the Peradeniya Campus says that the P.H. 
value of rain water in Raltmalana has dropped to 4.5. The lagoon, specially the 
Lunawa lagoon and the canals leading to itare all polluted. Itwe trace the history
of this pollution, in about 1986 we came to know through the mass media that 
the fish in the lagoon were dying. In about 87, itwas known 
that the water had a scratch effect and it was impossible to bathe there. Today
the water has become so'poisonous, that if any one even touches the water in 
the Lunawa lagoon there is the possibility of getling bruises on the skin. Today
it stinks and mosquitoes breed. If the waste released from these industries are 
not pr',cessed according to approved standards the factory should be closed: 
Laws should be made to have waste processing unit. 

Justin Wilpattu . Kotugoda -19.09.'91 

There is a (C Kem) gum factory. Thewaste of the factory is directly turned into 
the lands below. This situation alfects our wells. Having absorbed this waste, 
the well water turned black Even our drinking water was polluted 

A citizen - Kotugoda 19.09.91 
There is a gurkin processing centre here. They dissolve about 25kgs of salt in 
water inbarrels and later emptied on land. We cannot drink the will water, since 
it is mixed with salt and Acetic Acid. Even bathing isimpossible; the water has 
salinity. 
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3. Fisheries and Coastal Resources 

1. Traditional Fishing and Over Fishing 

A fisherman. Nilwella Harbour- 04.GZ.91 

Dragnet fishing is a serious problem, It is not allowed up to 7 miles frorn the 
land A permit costs twenty thousand (Rs.) Now we have no fish This is a 
serious problem that affects our income It is not good .to allow the use of 
unnecessary equipments This situation wilt make US go a begging We ask for 
facilities, in vain 

A fisherman. Balapitiya. 91-11.09 

OLJr grandfathers and great grandfathers had done this very same lob What­
ever the pains and sufferrCugS are, we like this sea career 

A Citizen - Pollanruwa - 15.05.91 

Angling and netting can 1e done at he tank Earlier we had societies But %N 
v,.3:e not members Fresh .%.jler fishing is irohiibteHj Thr)se societies are no 
rurre There are no fish,ig Corporal on Societies l,.nw arayone can do fishing 
In Ihe Y'ala dry n-HI many lived hy ishir 

Bandula Perera - Kalutara Pulinatalaramaya - 03.05.'91 

In the pas; the fish were riot fro .ier Using lutlifurct- ( 5.picy mtjitused in cooking
fish are dried to t:1heUSe in tidal periods The coconut tree -ias a several 

advantages With the coconut shell ladles were tirrrmrt coir wlth the coconut 
husk and ekels 'ere Used to make brooris Leave w.,certa usen for thatching 
houses Scarcities at houses were rare ihe nefids were fulr.cld There was no 
showy way of life 

Balapitiya Fisheries Coast - 12.09.'91 

OUes 	 Please explain the light post method ? 

Answ.. 	 Light post nietlhod means a net is cast around a light Light is 
already on its way Then we sink the under correlrglt. The other 
goes in the bigger boat and surrouLnd the catch When the two 
corners of the net are collected and dragged the fish is trapped
inside. Even in this competition the small boatman isat a loss The 
big man exploits the situation. To his net even the fish from tlhe far 
off sea isdragged 
How many peopie earlier lived by caltching cuttle fish, Th'is fish Is 
no more there [.rgIrt post system destroys the smnall fish About 
100,000 people from -hikkaduwa to Beruwala will have to live like 
slaves of the light post people in the near future If we cast a net it 
iscut We canuot fight witlh ithose people How the areas where there 
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.;:.ihar1bouriris ina ,ve,ry, bad statle o~f decline:S.' People have viru lyt 
aIthe light post method is havrd of w adevelop or sees 

.... , .. ..... 

can get a good income, Then we dor't need assistancefrorn the 
Government, What it offers can be saved,.The Government does 
not consult the people when they do things. The lignt isat (tewrong
place. Itdazzles us and makes itdifficult to identify land. Sometimes 
the bulbs are fused. They have been stolen not by the people, but-by th"Gov rnm '" ... " orkers'.The boatmen-are-in -serious clanger -, . - , -. 

' Boats capsize and with lot of trouble we manage to get on to land,
.:Before this light system was introduced. Boats gave us an income 

of Rs;2000i=' to Rs.3000/=. The five or six light post boats had tne 
-entire catch, We argued with the Minister. Then the Asst, Govern-. 

ment Agent, Hikkaduwa caled us discussed matters and reduced 
the number of light host boats from 22 to six. No licences are given
to Ahangama, Kathaluwa areas. Licence is given only to this area 
Now even those from Hikkaduwa too come to our area, They can't 
do it there and they are ready even for murder. We don't need any 
assistance if this course of action can be stopped Fishermen. 
request in one voice to stop this, W-en we discussed with lh, 
Minister Iwo of them took down notes, The Government just de­
ceives us. 

I. Selling, Marketing and the Industry 

A citizen 
91-09.09 

Meeting at the Ampegama Galhenkanda Vidyalaya 

How the local fisn resources have been destroyed today? .This is the fish that 
have lived in the streams, brooks and tanks, around us. today in a slream near 
a field not even a small fish is there. Various toxic matters are released to the 
environment and we have lost this resource. 

A fisherman. Nilwelia harbour. 04.05.91 

In this area, some go fishing in the sea; some deal in fish, Some go to the sea­
at noon and come !ack in the evening, while some spend a couple of days in 
the sea. Even in the off-season we go in boats and make a catch: Bloodfihis 
specia to our area. This is the mainstayof almost all the villagers. The village
has over 2000 families, About 30 of them own boats, We have been.members' 
of Fishermen's Co-operative since 1970's. But we have gained nothing and I 
don't want any of my children to pursue this job. What we want are boats 

i 

A fisherman. Hunukotuwawatha,;area. 04.05.91 

There are about 35 families in this area. Most of them have settled down here 
recently. These lands were givr'n after 1977. They come here to settle down 
because they don't have any other land. The government bought the private 
lands and gave such to us,. 

Ques,: What are the shortcomings here? " 
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Answ 	 rhere is a problem of water There is no water here and the 
government is not interested at allIt is the step-motherly treatment 

A fisherman- Hunukotiwawatha area- 04.05.91 

We wrote a letter to the Fisheries (Department/Ministry) asking for relief aid in 
off-seasons Even if we do coir work, there are times we cannot market coir 
products They said they would consider But nothing happened. We gave it to 
the relevant officer at Dickwella He said he would look into it That's all. 

A fisherman. Balapitiya Fisheries Beach- 91-09-12 

No measures are taken all the MPs have a look and go Just to satisfy us all of 
thern who come to power by our votes corne here, examine the place and 
depart Work is never done The people just die Last week three people died 
because their boa, capsized Early in the morning our boat capsized. On that 
day the sea was very stormy Two boats went from the beach to Galle People 
in lhose bor-is .,ore killea 

A Fisherman. Balapitiya Fisheries Beach- 91-09-12 
Maretl J)iice-; cha uIuStally One day prices may go riQ Tne following day 

life rock If1 
have( a Inaikt Thu v,,ha we have to do is go a bectging If the oil prices go up 
we ike that t arket does not change Prices drop i 

the pri;cs t bottom tis continues for about one veek, we don't 

the mii c the lowest or remain 
static Today a net piece costs Rs 3,100/- To make it a net it cosis another 
Rs 1500/- If --shi) groes over the net, it is the end of tie trader and the end of 
US Ve ilave to stay on laud for a couple of days untiI !ie damaged net is 
repairod 

A fisherman-Balapitiya. 91-09-12 

More profit i- fo~r thu. trader When he traders come and hold Ite auctions, even 
if they don t ask fo Rs 50/- we do not take the catch back We give it to them 
becausJe we can't take it back aid sell So we give them the catch at whatever 
price they ask for So the traders are profited. We take that Rs.50/-and distribute 
Iamong us 	 Here the gain is for the trader. 

A fisherman- Balapitiya- 91.09-12 

How many MPs came here? A large number from every political party, from the 
SLIF. Sanasamala and the UNP But the village has achieved nothing. We are 
not finding faults with politics Vihal we have to say is that whatever the party 
Is, It Isof no use for Us They do nothing for the innocent fisherman in the south. 
They are still at the starting poin' We have no solace from anybody. There is 
no one to make our grievance to 
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Hasthini Jayaratna de Silva- Balapitiya- 91-11-09 

We have nothing We burn about 10-15 gallons of fuel. Nonsense' that credit 
is useless When this happens for 4 to 5 days, our catch has no use for us We 
do Ihis lob always laking loans I-TIe big vendors are useless. The closest town 
is Balapitiya All 1the fishermen here on the beach are from Beruwela They go 
even to largalle and Galle to do their lob Their income makes those cities to
thrive. They purchase even a sarong or two there and do not make their 
purchases here This is a large electorate but has not seen any improvement 

A fisherman. Nilwella - 04.05.91 

In this village the earth is sandy We cannot even put up a house We take in 
sands along with our meals When we take our rneals sometimes the sands 
come in wilh toe wind arid get mixed with rieal If we have the means we too 
like to lead a igood life We do not want to live in thIs way We have no boals 
We go with oulsiders Even if they a share of Rs 10,000/- per month Outsiders 
are paid about Rs 200/- per month They have to be satisfied with it We cannot 
be so They get even commissions from the boatmen The haves are together
here This IS,- ) neach There are about 60 fishirtnin families 

N G Punchihewa. Thotamur-i, Galle- 91-09.13 

Collection o san:; at Itc Nilkva;-j river mluth (est1uary) nias deprived out villi( , ,r. 
who lead ai tritna,n e .xistetrrce (doingthe fishing industry, of a ferry aoIDr. • 

,their career TI~s SitUattOrt VCIS bOrough to the notice of every sucC:r.r­
government an 
 to Ihe Minister of Fisheries of the present government. tiaviri
 
taken hir to the river mouth Their promises have luSt become a drearn
 

A citizen - Weligama . Hunukotuwawatta . 04.05.91 

There are jobs to do wien we dont go to sea nlUtrir g tidal periods 

But there,are riof , ilities and to good incomes The morey procured froni t'- :.
 
sources is not enough for expenses ,!t.vn eIo borrow on credit It we ti;:..
 
good boats we can go to sea even dur i i e period of tides
 

A citizen . Dickwella . Nilwella Harbour . 04.05.91 
We don't need any extra assistance from the Government. We can earn for t, 
day's living Some go to sea, some others more, we save something. Some:! it, 
to sea Some others are traders This is the source of income of all the villagr-
Even du, ing tidal periods we g , in boats and get a catch When fish was sca­
here We went to Trincomalee The Tigers shot at our boats Several were kilk. 
We escaped 

Velayudan, a fisherman - Keerangalla, Puttlam, Chilaw 
21.05.'91 

We had our jobs at Mulaitivu. We cannot stay their because of the (comrnu I.i)
troubles. For about three years we had not gone there. We are here temporar W., 
We will again go to Mulaitive, when things turn good 

65 

http:04.05.91
http:04.05.91
http:91-09.13
http:04.05.91


A citizen . Dickwella - Nilwellia Harbour • 04.05.91 

When we explained our difficUlties, tileCeynrur Company put up tile Cold 
Storage Plant It was thOuJghl to provide emrployn:nt to about a th ousand of 
people But the work did not conltnue Today there is a pre-school at the stcres 
complex There were 3 fisheries societies here A Mother Society was formed 
at Matara having amalgamated 12 such societies From 1977 to 1991 nothing 
happened The New Minister wants new societies formed. It is said that 
assistance will be given to Iheim -heold societies get step motherly treatment 

A fisherman - Balapitiya •12.09.'91 

We face difficuljties fnr .i, iiuritit It is durirwg tri; six months that the sea here 
gets slormy In ,t rans ,'ecannot row the boats Shie fish prices badly fluctuate 
and lhere are ri ,c iirK l w e of this slttiJaon, the fishermen have to go 
a begging todlW V Ii, i . a 1- aboutl isCO01 are require for meals fuel 
etc Earlier th: fis!.rrnri i i Ca a su)sidize(d rate of Rs 33 50 perg'-n fuel at 

-gallon lodci In i t R 7i - W'.r cannrl incur suc ..xfperditlure 

A fisherman - Balapitiya - 12.09.'91 

C Ost HS 1 50,000/= 
A loan of Rs 1 i' iis giveri t for bank rfe t raes .Ive have to pay back 
another R, ',(,( the Under the so-called Aid Scheme. we have 

the it 1rrr)ust' k.!aiy A siall s ,.bIoutL 

to i'ao bmar. 
to pay R- 2 , 1. r Ih at allO'In ;lp- ,dof five ye-air tiereis fiorelief 

A citizen - Fisheries Coast, Balapitiya - 12.09.91 

The poor fint eria, have no place to buy their fishing gear A lill of twine is 
Rs 29/= But ,. This ils But weh-.,e to buy it at Rs 49/= the blackmarket price 
have to buy it Ve Use such twine to stitch the net The traders have business 
here if the lint n go-r)to sea Even the barber await s c lhe tea ,,iosk is 
waiting forin 

M. Jayaratna . A fisherman, Balapitiya - 12.09.'91 

If the trader has the stuff at least we can buy that on credit. Ifnot, there are times 
when we dor I get evenm rice and a pinch of salt with chillies We have to starve 
in the day ard (ight ir UStse manage with something We have no other jobs. 
Only is fishing In lhe sea 

A fisherman . Fisheries Coast, Balapitiya - 12.09.'91 

If a price cants i!s. tern in inlroduced, you should buy our fish at such controlled 
prices We wil show you how itcan be done Here there is no price control 
system They coe0 to control us so we have to give our fish 

Isn't t e a ( 'rlinir ;er ??ere 

No If there is a Cor poration. we can sell our catch straight to the Corporation 
We will give them a! Ihe price they fix. If there is such an arrangement it is better. 
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A fisherman Balapitiya Fisheries' Coast 12.09..91 

To get a spare part to a boat engine we have to go either to Colombo or to 
Tangalle. Mechanics are available here, but not the spares. 'The innocent 
fishermen in the South are not tooked after. Every assistance is given to those 
inchilaw and Negambo areas. The innocent fisherman on this side of Gatle, are 
still in the position they had at the beginning. There is no improvement. No relief 
from any quarter. There isno one to present our grievance to. 

Peoples gathering - Balapitiya Fisheries' Coast 12.09.'91,.; 
Cues, Are many of the people here involved in the fisheries industry ? 
Answ.: Yes. Many of the people are involved in the fishing industries. 

Cues.: How many families ?
 
Answ. It is not possible to tell the exact number of families, Up to Beruwala,
 

as far as eye can see, they do fishing. 
Cues You have been doing it from the time you know ? 
Answ.: Yes Even the child struggling to be born attempt to do this job,

Even if they are forced to stay at schools they come back to this 
job. 

Oue 	 What suggestions you have to make to the Government to improve
the living condition of those engaged in the fishing industry, 

Ans 	 We expect one more. Our only hope isto put our catch to an auction 
where we can fetch the highest price. A new fisheries harbour 
should be planned and built, That is of special necessity. A branch 
of the Fisheries Corporation should be set up here so that it will buy 
our catch at higher price. 

Peoples gathering. Balapitiya Fisheries Coast , 12.09.'91 
Cues Tell us your difficulties in the fishing industry ? 
Answ.: One difficulty is the absence of a harbour, The equipment has to 

be dragged up with a lot of physical strain, We have no harbour to 
keep these boats in. 

Cues.: Why here ? 
Answ.; They cannot be kept here. Here, it is not deep, Therefore they 

remain there. Ifone slips his foot,.i t is difficult to select a place 

Cues.: :What do you mean ? 
Answ.: In periods of tide always a couple of boats break down here. We 

escape with a lot of difficulties. Our life is not certain. 
Cues.: Ifa harbour is made for you ? 

Answ.; 	 There is a heap of stones. A bund should be made in that area. 
After that another good layer (concrete) should be on top, just as 
ina harbour, As we think, ifand when a harbour is built there will 
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be no problem. Agust of wind above will leave a destruction here, 
Day before yesterday three people died in a storm. 

Ill. Coastal Resources and Related Industries 

A citizen a- at the Ampegama Gaihlenkanda Vidyalaya . 91.09.-09 
__-Zeach now-belong-to-various people and the beach associated resources are-­

lost. When beach conservation programmes are set in motion, trees of the 
bamboo family can be planted to produce bamboo based products. This will 
boost such produc!;3,ngiving athrust to the local products and will help to ease 
the unemployment problem of the rural people to a certain exient. Also, it will 
help preserve the environment. 

A limestone worker. Hunukotuwawatha - 91-05.03 

Limestone industry is done on a large scale here Some time back a man fell 
into a pit and died and the people stopped work, On private land they gel a 
permit and do this, We are daily paid workers, To loosen the layer and remove 
stones we are paid Rs 100/- per day each with meals This is a difficult job
Others get Rs, 751- or Rs.70/- and a woman is paid Rs.60/-

A woman. Balapitiya. 91-09-12 

Coir is brought to our places We give Rs41/25 per kilo, Three of us make one 
kilo of ropes per week That is how we exis, Very difficult to earn even for a 
meal. Sometimes, we miss three or tour meals. I have no proper job. Husband 
is no more. With three children I suffer this agony. What I earn is not enough to 
maintain the family they have to be sent to school, their schooling needs have 
to be looked after, When they want a book or a pencil we cannot afford to buy
it for them. They ask for shoes; says that they lack this or that; hesitates to go 
to school. Once they did not go to school for 02 weeks, to escape punishment.
Iliswith great difficulty that their needs were brought collecting Rs.2]- and Rs.5/- "
 
etc. I feel sorry that I don't have a job 

A citizen meeting at Sarvodaya Centre -Matara.91-09.11 
Tourism is fast spreading in the south. They say that tourism fetches large

income to our government and our country. Iwould like to know what good, this
 
industry has done to the country., or eb.e what bad? As I know, the industry has
 
not done any good. The youths and the adults in our country are used specially
 
to drugs and liquor and people isour country have fallen prey to various social
 
diseases, In addition, the culture and the civilization of the country are de­
stroyed
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A citizen meeting at Sarvodaya Centre 91-09-1 1.Matara-

Certain' industries have badly affected the local arts. The south was~famous fortraditional dancing, specially for eighteen item devil dancing. What has hap­
pened now? Those who do not know the local dancing tradition, present
dances, songs and music in the guise of local traditional dancing to caterthe low taste of tourists at tourist hotels See what has happened to th,:1)calmask making. It has fallen down to the level of a business. All these have 
deteriorated. The.aristurned intoa business and people earnmone by selling ­
the art 0f mask making. .... ' eop earn ey ,lt. .. 

Southern Sri Lanka People's Confab. 91.09.27 

(From a letter) 

So far as the Southern province is concerned, selting up of tourist hotels in thecoastal areas has resulted not only in the pollution of the environment, but alsoin the degeneration of culture The limestone industry has contributed to the
erosion of the coastal areas where people live. 

Piyasena - Nilwella . 04.05.91 
The gentlemen had rented out a big house at Mawella; First they said they make
the lagoon to breed prawns When the Ven. Priest explained matters people
from allthe villages turned against the construction of the Power House
 
Since 1965, 
we have been asking for a harbour This is a natural harbour and 
is deep about 10.20 fathoms A good wind, ideal for seafaring is available here 

Ven. Kottegoda Upananda Thero - Nilwella Minikirula Temple
04.05.91 

.. 

The Ministers of Government go abroad and accept every plague. They don't
consider whether (it, suits the country or the nation. If the Coal Power Plant was 
put up, it would have been similar to the bombing of Hiroshima. 

A citizen . Dickwella. 04.05.91. 
Ifa Power Plant was constructed at Mawella, that would have been the end of us. The priest told us how the country and the sea would be aestroyed It
became a desperate situation. The work of the plant commenced having pulup tanks in the lagoon. The news was that they were planning to breed prawnsThe boys liked it.But later they expressed their dissatisfaction. The entire village
rallied round., 
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4 A4-. Forests 

1. Deforestation 

Martin Wijesinghe Sinharaja 19.09.'911 

The primary problem is that of lands, It is due to the problem of land that a 
forest gets destroyed. People need to eat and drink. W ,should not destroy 
even an inch of forest because Sri Lanka does not have adequate forests. Too 
much of forests are destroyed in Sri Lanka. So, we should protect the forests 
without felling a single tree. As I said people should have land for their day to 
day needs. They should be provided with land. One thing is clear What do we 
find now on lands cultivated by us during the time of the whites ? 

Such lands have no economic value how, Due to seting on fire, leak and rubber 
trees have died. Ifsuch lands are distributed among the ( landless ) people and 
facilities provided, nobody would invade our forests. People from large planta­
tions have no right to come to the forests. Forests belong to the government 
and that is why they stealthily gain access to the forests despite obstacles. It is 
not possible to enter the plantations easily, but it is possible to enter Ine forests. 
Ifthis is stopped and lands are allowed to be used, people will not come to the 
forests. 

A citizen - Public Hearing • Pansiyagama, Madahapola, Ku­
runegala -20.09.'91 

For the last fifteen years lorests are felled (logged) around here, Of the thick 
forests that existed before, not a single remains today The highest mountains 
in this area is Kadampotha and this mountain has also been cleared. There was 
a little water flowing in the streams After the forests were cleared, even this little 
flow has stopped and the streams have become sedimented. No there is no 
water sufficient (adequate) for farming. 

Ven. Pandith Gangarama Thero - Matale - 20.07.191 

Forest resources are destroyed on a large scale for personal gains, By no 
means can ordinary people fell trees ( do logging ).The damage isnot caused 
by ordinary people, but by powerful individuals.What ij wrong if a dry tree is 
cut down from the forest ? Any day no harm will be done to the forest by such 
action. 

Ven. Samitha Theo -Poorvarama Temple, Pilagoda •03.08.'91 

The relationship that existed between nature and the people has completely 
disappeared today, The forest is being protected by employing watchers. 
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Ven. Goluwamulle Kolitha Thero, Puttalam 21.05.'91 
Trees are be2ng felled by the rich, the higher-up inthe government and by those 
who govern the country. Even alittle while ago, a lorry loaded with logs passed
the town., Lorrie, heavily loaded with Jogs pass regularly, Sometimes when such 
lorries were taken into custody, the officers were transferred on the ground that 
they worked against the MPs and the Ministers. . . 

Weerakoon Banda, Hunnasgiriya - 23.05.'91 

The primary problem inthis area isthe scarcity of waler. The streams (fountains)
that existed on hill tops those days have dried up now, They have driedupbecause of the felling of trees. Felling of trees was being done for firewood 
(fuelwood), for tobacco farms or for factories, 

Representative of Farmers Association Pansiyagama Central 
College - 20.09.'91 

That (forest) isall what the people have now. The feeling that 11orests should be 
grown has now waned to alarge extent. Farmers have been accused for cutting
down the forest. Everybody is,asking why the forests were felled When it 
becomes impossible to get agood income from what iscultivated after clearing
jungles, it was abandoned Chenas were started al Pallekele Thousards of 
acres have-been destroyed Now the government isprohibiting chena (swid­
den) cultivation. Because of such prohibition the government should consider 
what the farmers would do next and should give them redress The government
has not looked into it 

A citizen - Karagahawewa, Anuradhapura . 23.09.'91 
Although forest plantations exist, they are unsuccessful because of logging for 
business 

A worker . Sinharaja Forest - 27.09'91 

Logging of Sinharaja commenced in 1972. That was done by the Canadian 
Government. About 5000 acres were subjected to loggingTrees on either side 
of the road to Sinharaja comprise the secondary forest. 

A citizen - Kargahawewa, Anuradhapura - 23.09.'91 

* . Clearing of forests took place after Mahaweli lands were allotted, People were 
earlier used to chena (swidden) cultivation. Even before the Mahaweli project 
came into being, forests were cleared. 
After Mahaweli lands were allotted, those forests got destroyed even more. 

A citizen - Shanthipura, Nuwara Eliya - 06.07.91 
People cut down trees for firewood (fuetwood). However much they are asked 
not to cut down trees, it cannot be stopped until the firewood problem issolved, 
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A citizen meeting at arv oday..Centre, Matara 11i.09.'91 

Madu Ganga isan important place in Balapjtiya. Around every small island in 
Madu Ganga there are Kadol trees. Bakers cutdown these Kadol trees and 
turn them as a good source of firewood that produces hea. Now soil erosion 
has taken place in this area. 

Nanda sena Pinidiyaarach chi_._1Balan goda .- 29.09. 91 

About 2800 acres of thick fore'st were cleared for the Samanalawewa Project,
We have still not found an alternative to these thousands of acres of forests 
which existed for several generations and which helped us to maintain the 
balance inenvironment., : . ' 

When large scale forests vanish, the surrounding smaller forests have to pay 
the penalty. We have to fulfil alt our requirements of timber and firewood from 
the smaller forests. The disappearance of large forests is a threat to the smaller 
forests 

There is a jungle of 100 acres by the name of Dampiliya Mukalana in the vicinity
of Balangoda Mahogany trees planted about 30 years ago are being cut down 
for firewood There is nobody to check the sawing of limber inside the jungle 

A Resident of Gurubewila, Balangoda - 29.09.191 

In the past tIere were several protected forests in this area. Known as Kan­
dekumbura Boyawalana. BoltinUmbe, Wandehimukalana and so on none of 
them is to be seen today They have turned out to be no man's lands There is 
no room even to fetch a p! e-;e of fiev'oond 

A Resident of Gurubewila, Balangoda - 29.09.'91 

Inthe past there was plenty of water which was available for bathing, for paddy 
fields and for other useful purposes BuL due to the indiscriminate clearing of 
plots of land set apart by mne government as forest reserves, obtaining water 
has become difficult. 

Chief Priest - Nawalapitiya, Balantota -.23.05.'91 

Clearing of lorests in Ratnapura district is being done with political patronage. 
Even the officials help a great deal in this connection. 

A citizen Arts Society Hall, Kandy - 20.07.'91 

Degradclion of the environment is taking place Certai,h oflicia.s submit false 
reports to the government They try to show that a substantial income is derived 
from lea plantations. But an income commensurate with the expenses is not 
derived. 
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Senkadagala and Kandy .9tr cool places because,,f the hills in the central
region like Hunnasgiriyal, 0u-Dumbara and Knuckles range This situation is
being changed now. Al present there is a six-months long drought inareas likeUdu-Dumbara. During the drought hill lops set fireare on A large scale 
destruction of he environme been theeby caused 

A citizen- Meeting at Srvodaya Centre, Matara 11.08.191 

InGalle district there isa ,arg 'area designated as *protected' by the govern­
ment. Because such protecte'- .lands are brought under commercial crops to 
a large extent, streams and waterways in the vicinity face the threat of drying 
up No action is taken either by the government or any other relevant agency 
against such clearing of land 

A youth -Meeting at Sarvodaya Centre, Matara. 11.08.'91 
Forests should be grown with the protection of the people as well as voluntary
societies Otherwise it would be futile The existing forests in this area are 
destroyed by influential people. The influential people,," the area transport logs 
to Ihe city . 

Ven. Maditiyawela Wijithasena The-o, Ratnapura . 91-05-24 
For the most part, the politicians are responsible for the rape of the forest In 
the Ratnapura District, felling is done with the protection of the politician TThe 
officers have a tendency for this 

A citizen - Ampegama - 91.08.09 

The Beraiya forest in the south has been destroyed because of the intervention 
of the Government Of icers, Incase a poor villager cuts a piece of wood for an 
ekel broom or for a rafter to a house, there are officers to take him to the police 
and get him fined But no one came to punish those big illegal businessmen 
who deal in timber on a large scale We have a so-called development in the 
country. 

A citizen - Sarvodaya. Matara. 91-08.11 

In the Madu river there are mangroves around every islet. These are being cut 
by the bakery owners, on a large scale. Soil erosion has taken place in these 
beauliful islets which I saw as a child. Those are wonderful sort of plants. When 
'they grow at a place, roots come down through branches and the floating liiter 
is retained by these roots and the plant breaks oil on tothe land. What happens
is gradually the earth extends little by little, protecting the islands from being
washed up. So the cutting down of mangroves should be stopped forthwith. 
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A citizen Kahatagasdagillaya Anuradhapura .91-09-24 

.Thevillagers do not destroy the fore-,,.-, cut-ydown a tree to put up a house, 
or for fuel wood. Itdoesn't lead to defuic,tation, Itdoes not 06''rct the environ-: 
ment. The people do not cut down the trees thalare necessary tothe village,
Some parties came from Colombo or froi othercitiesand destroy the forest. 
That iswhere a remedy should be effected. 

.KahatagasdigiliyaVA citizen Anuradhapura. 91.09.24 
In the recent past, it was announced that electricity supply will be provided
here. Thereafter they marked trees with the English letter 'E and cut down all 
these trees They take the permission of the Timber Corporation to remove the. 
trees. In the meantime the trees disappear. In the morning even the stump is 
burned. None can say what happened to the trees. 

A citizen - Kahatagasdigiliya Anuradhapura 91.09.24 

Inland preparation for Chena cultivation, the large trees are not'cut. Only small 
trees and thorn bushes are removed The Chena requires the large trees It is 
said that large trees are destroyed for Chena cultivation, no tall trees Could have 
been left at the rate the Chenas are done here Farmers did not cut trees- itwas 
the businessmen who did that, We have no doubt about it, 
The timber pirates inour country have links with the intiienlials at different levels 
So we cannot expel. these pirates from the village just because we, the small
people protested. Villagers are aware of it It a villager cuts a stick it is an. 
offence. If he cuts a tree or two:o put up Is house, it is an offence. But laking
lorry loads of limber is not an offence. The devices those prates use for this 
massive scale illicit fellings are endless -

A citizen •Bandarawela St Joseph's College. 91-07-28 

Environment is being polluted on a large scale in the Uva Province, Today the 
forest resources have dwindled to 10% or 15%, because the influential people
inour country have cut down the trees. If a villager who grows a tree, cuts down 
one tree, the powerful people who don't grow even a single tree, cJts down 100 
trees. This felling of trees isinstrumental for the environmental pollution, 

A citizen - Bandarawela St Joseph's College . 91.07.29 

The influentials are responsible for the destruction of the natural environment 
and this destruction has spread widely. Itwas a practice that came down from 
the time of ancient kings to have a forest for each village in the Uva Province. 
Inthe past onthe eve of starting work in the paddies, we went into the forest to 
get timber for our ploughs. We went into the forest to get various things needed 
in farming Today we go to the town to buy Ihese things. We buy the handle to 
the mammoty. We buy the mortar from the town and these are available for sale. 

Wijesundera, Muthiyangama Temple, Badulla. 91-05-30 

Cues.: To what extent has deforestation taken place in the Badutla area ? 
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-Answ' It is less now, It lessened in the past because of J V Pers Ifnot *a 
large number of traders cut and removed Irmes. 

Ques What is the extent of destruction now? 
Answ: Large scale'de forestation was as a result of the Mahaveti ProjectA large area of forests were cleared in the uva Province 

Answ.V, 	 In Mahiyangana 'and Giandurtjkote areas and so on. I think i ' 
about 45,000 acres, The project runs from Girandurukotte to: Pol­
onnaruwa. That did tne most destruclion1 Next is the shifting cuili 
valion in the Wetlawaya area, The otheris tobacco farming. Earlier 
for about 20 years tobacco was grown in the Diyaluma eiectoratee
in the Badulla District. It cleared mountains and forests. In the 
Dunhinda area a considerable extent of forests were cleared, This 
was in the water-fall area which should be carefully protected.
Recently I saw ihere that a large number of frees had been cut 
down. Inthe area there are valuable sandlewood trees. A pound of
such wood fetches a considerable sum of money. The trees grow
naturally in the fo'} stthere, Ifthe people are educated, deforesta­
tion can be mininiized. They don't realise things. 

A citizen 	-Badulla .91-05-30 
The traders come to the lands of the villagers and ask for one or two trees They

cut down the trees and remove them. When a lorry toad of timber was passing

we telephoned the Forest Officer, He asked us to inform the Police. There isno

meaning in our telling the Police, He should have done it. He was in a hotel
 
close to the police He was asking us to make an entry at the PoliceStation.
Later we got the information that, the man used to cut and remove trees paying
 
a bribe every month to the officers. . .
 

Dharmasena. Monaragala. 91-05.30 

During the past few years, trees-were.fe!!ed. The Timber Corporation was 
handed over the responsibility of reroving wood and f(ielwood from the 
catchment areas of tanks. Peop'e who come from Colombo did that. The Timber 
Corporation exploited all the trees and creepers here. The other is Pelwatte 
Sugar Con')any. They burnt the forest, the way they wanted and what is left
today is only cane sticks, This caused a loss of equilibrium innature. Wellawayatoday does not get the rain it got five years ago. Pelwatte Sugar Company is,responsible for it. 	 -4., 

Dharmapriya' Samansiri.- Passara- Badutfa. 91-09.09, 

14 

AlthoYgh small in extent, the Namumukula forest spread over 5500-6700 feet
above sea level has not been declared as a forest reserve and valuable plants 
are being destroyed, 
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Mr.Kanakaratna.aHakgala Nuwara Eiya- 91' 07-26 

0 ~'Iftthe offilers concerned and the villagers are educated and an orderly 
arrangement ismade the Hakgbla Forest Reserve can be protected IfHakgala 
reserve isdestroyed itdoes not end there, The r1pserve goes even up to t(le top 

'~'.of the mountain, Around the Palanas itisthe dlae hich issurrounded by._nine 
vi (aTges . d reserve will affect these villages. Alliestruction of therHakqala 

.these villagers have to be edlucated. 

Jayasekera Tennakoon. Allewela. Pathtiyagedera.,Bandarawela 
28.01.91 a-a 

The pressing problem inthe area is the racketeering in Illicit felling on a targe
scale by the friends of politically infuentials, because of the Lira Oya project
activities. 

11. Wild Life, 

a b Bandirala Bambaragahawatte, Matale 19.07.91 , a 

We have no way of living. When a sanctuary is opened and boundaries 

are demarcated, we cannot enter it even to fetch ( cut )'a stick. There is no 
place togiaze a pair of cattle These are for al of us, Men who live by chena ( 
swidden ) cultivation, grow paddy and Kurakkan by clearing the jungle. Be­
cause of sanctuaries This too is precluded. 

A citizen Art' Society Hall, Kandy 21 .07.91 

Thc e days there were forests in Polonnaruwa, Minneriya, Habarana and 
Th piip3la areas, Because of the sound of LTTE firing; elephants have come 
to this area Now elephants live in small jungles: Besides, a lot of trees are being 
felled in Habarana area Therefore, elephants who lived in forests have come 

ovillages, 

A worker from the Department of WiildP.ife Conservation.,,. 

Polonnaruwa - 91-05.08 ' ,a;a:.*,,,, 

There are difficulties more thanithe dutids: These are the obstacles we come 
across in the execution:of our dutiesI;ln their sentry rounds our officers have 
come across lot of impediments. Inthese areas people tend to do a lot of illegalactivties. There are no.sec rity zones in our forests arou'nd, People are seltld 

up to the borders of the forest reservations. Even; ina 'newly set up national 
forest reserve we don't have',such a protectivezone. Even on the border of' 
national forest reserve, Mahaveli settlements have come up. Because of this 
we have come across'a lot of problems. The wild animals damage these 
settlements and harrmthe people. Because of such events people are not well 
disposed towards us. They clash with us. People always help the other side. 
Without public assistance illegal activities cannot be stopped. 
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There areprotectiveze o avoidfdamages from wild animals, Problemi 
Speople' always comeino our forests for their needs.Theother is organized

racketeers illegally enter'tie forests for timber business and hi0,rtlng In such
inStanceswe have to take themint custody When we do our duty rightclashes emerge and political intervention follows. The officers are subject 

bi
to 

--various:hardships Ifwedo nothaveay-potectionwe-nolonger can alttidt 
our duties" How can we do this? 

Chief Priest. Muthiyangana Temple. Badulla ,91.05.-30 
The forest cover'is destroyed to-day, just like the elephants have been de­
stroyed. We talk about wild life. They too should co-exist with the environment,
Because of,the Pelwaltc Sugar Company, hundreds, of elephants were killed.
People made agitations against it.Unfortunate things about which we cannot 
even talk, happened in the Siyambalanduwa area. We fear to talk about them, 
The villagers, for the most part hesitate to talk directly. 

A citizen 	. Laggala. Pallegama. Matale. 91.05-22 
Citizen: Damages by wild animals post a serious problem 

Ques.: From elephants? 
Answ,: Yes: from elephants; That's the problem Otherwise these lands are 

enough for farming. 
Ques: From where do the wild animals come? 

Answ.: 	 From Wasgamuv,,a I1isclose 1o us, 
'" 
 Oues.: 
 Is this problem arecent one? Has itbeen happening for along time? 

Answ,: No. From a generation. Then we had guns. Non availability of guns
has worsened the problem.. 

Oues.: Recently there was a change in the invasion of elephants, They 
were chased to one place? -

Answ.: That increased the problem.r 

Ques.: 	 Why? 
. 

,.r 
 Answ.: 	 The elephants did not go. They stopped half way. They are nowz'invading the villages, ' 

Ques.: 	 That means they did not do itsystematically? 
Answ.: No; elephants have increased now.This is highlight'ed in today's" 

paper too. This isaserious issue here. 
Ques.: 	 Haven't you thought of any way to settle this? 

. 

'WeAnsw.: have informed the higher officials ' 

Ques.: Don't the villagers have any suggestions? You all can suggest a 
way to keep the elephants in the forests, 

Answ. They should live but not inthese villages.,
Ques: You don't mind them inthe interior of the forests? 
Answ. Ifelephants are there, nothing good will come.~ 

'~' 
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Ques 	 Even inthe far, o f jungles? 
nAnswThen they come to the Chenas one by one.
 

Oues. ' :w hat should be done to then?
 

Answ OTey.shouldbechased away. Should-be trapped_ It .doesn t matter­
ifpeople are provded with guns.
 

Ques.: TWhat happens then?
 

Answ.: The etephants can be frightened away.
 

Ques.: Not to kilt?
 

Answ.: No. It is not good to kilt. Elephants are anational asset.
 

Jayasingha Banda- Matale. 91.05.22 

Ques.: 	 What sort of thing should be done to chase the elephants, protect
 
the cultivations and keep theelephants in the forests?
 

Answ.: 	 Provide the people with guns. w 

Ques 	 You may. shoot once; but they come back again? 

Answ, 	 They don t come back. There's another question. If there are guns,
 
we can get to-gather ingroups and chase the elephants away. We
 
can dolt more successfully that the government. Ifwe have a gun
 
we are not afraid There are kiler elephants here.
 

Ques.p 	 What about the guns you had? 

Answ 	 We handed overo the government. We have no guns at all, We
 
can shoot inthe air without killing them, Once such shooting isdone
 
at one place, the elephant does. not come until the harvest is
 
collected. This is the best solution now. We did not kill people with
 
our guns. They were for the protection of farms.
 

A citizen 	- Etlahera. 91.05.22 

The serious problem in the area is that so far the elephants have destroyed ' 

about 300 houses. These elephants are a wonderful species! 

Ques.: From where do they come? 

Answ.; From the Elahera' project. About 4 months ago they put down the 
wall of that house. They broke the wall exactly at the place where 
paddy was stored, pulled out the sacks and ate the paddy. About 

Sthree days ago they crossed the river put down the walls and ate 
rice. . .... . . .. 

Ques.: . Why do elephants come like that? Did they come earlier too? 

Answ.: 	 Earlier they didn't come like this. 

Ques.: 	 Is the Wasgamuwa reserve close by? 

Answ 	 There were some people to chase away elephants to Wasgamuwa,
What they did was they chased the elephants to come here All the 
elephants are now in the village. 
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Oues.: Didn't you inform the department of Forest Co6servation? 
"'Answ,.. We have written to ali those concerned. But havent got any reply 

at all, 

nIIIutiduced Species 

A citizen . Kandegedara, Matale 20.07.'91 
After the planting of pinus, streams that existed hither to have dried up 'Thereis not even a drop of water in them after pinus came to be planled. Earlier weused to get water everywhere. Now everything has dried up, 

Erolis . St. Joseph's College, Bandarawela 28.07.'91 
Those days the tank was full of water for cultivation. So the harvests were good.Now there is no water because of pinus cultivation which was started about 7 
or 8 years ago, Nothing ' . -


grows where there is pinus. Not even a shoot of grass where pinus leaves fall. 

A citizen Mathatilla, Bandarawela - 27.07.'91 
Destruction iscaused by pinus. With one match stick lighted the entire mountaingels destroyed instantly. Not even one plant of grass exists in a pinus plantation,The little water that was available has also dried up. 

A teacher •St. Josephs College, Bandarawela'. .28.07.'91 
Please do away with pinus cultivation. Ifpinus cultivation is of,.no benefit to us,if there is nothing in it for animals to feed on, if birds do not nest in pinus trees,then we get nothing from the pinus tree. There are many trees in this country
much better than pinus ahd turpentine...... 

A Labourer. Diganatenna, Mirahawatte 28.07.91-
I am working as a supervisor on a pinus plantation Mr.' Dudly Senanayake toowas against pinus cultivation, Through experience I Have ' observed that pin uscultivation is not suitable for Sri Lanka as it'greatly causes the drying up ofnatural streams (fountains), Alt fountains around here have dried up. When a''pinus leaf drops not even a weed grows in that place Thereafter whenitisston five, gravel and sand come'up and as a result weedsdo not grow, 

A Farmer Pansiyagama, Madahapola, Kurunegala'. 20.09.'91' 
Traditional fatming cannot be done now at any cost If the surrounding hills are
grown with trees itwould be OK. The forest Department grows trees. They have
been destroyed due to selling on fire by the people of this area. There will be
'no problem if cashew and tamarine are grown instead of ipil ipil and akesia:>' 
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A citizen. Mathatilla Bandarawela. 91 -07-26 

~ i,;Pinus cultivation won't help as forest farming The government sho.uld take an 
interest to plant trees that grow here locally. The plants that, are exported and ~ 
pul down here will not benefit our earth' The''multi-national companies will 
organize nurseries-and-say plant these in place of ours, These -are the things 
that happen today. Whatever the destruction that is caused to the country 

. something is shown on the TV screen and the government gets those things 
grown. What do they grow? Pines, eucalyptus. Those things grow easily. It is 
easy to put down and easy to grow. There is no p6int iriour talking whether they 
are suitable for the environment or not, The decisions are taken by more 
important people than we. 

A citizen - at Bandarawela St Joseph's College ,91.07-28 

oues.: Lets go back to about 30 years. How was the farming ther,?
 

Answ.:. In those days, the tank had enough water for cultivation So the.
 
farming thrived well Water posed no problem at all
 

Oues Why there isn't sufficient water now?
 

Answ That's because people who work in the estate have put up a pines
 
cultivalio The bund of the tank is broken and it doesn't get filled.,
 
with water. 'People have put vegetable pots in the tank, 

Cues.: Since when this pines growing began ? 

Answ,: From about seven to'eight years, 

Oues: Were you also involved in the growing of pines ? 

Answ: No! No' 

Cues who did ? Who gew ? 

Answ.: Itwas done by the government. 

Ques Can't we grow our own trees at places where there are pines? 

Answ. , Nott ing can be grown. At places where pines leaves drop not even , 
a blade of grass can be grown. The place gets dried up like a 
cemented floor. ... , , , ,
 

Ques.; Let's say, that we do not grow pines hereafter. Can we grow our
 
Anw. :.local species in those places?
 
AnsW N.:
NDifficult to grow. Il's a painstaking job.,
 

Cues.: Now they don't grow ?
 
Answ.: No. The soil has become completely infertile.
 

Dha'maratna, Bandarawela St Joseph's College. 91-07.29 

We have no water, because of pines. Soil iswashed off. Those lands are infertile.
 
Under the pines evun a 'mulkiri' tree doesn't grow, Now we cannot grow the
 
way the government said. It is impossible to get the juice of the pines tree and
 
sell a kilo of such juice at lakhs of rupees as the TV showed it recently If there
 
were jacktrees at least we can get a fruit to eat. At least an animal will live,
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A farmer. Bandarawela -91-05-30 

Answ,:they are grown on hill tops?. 

SOues-" When didthe growing of pines and turpentine begin? 

Answ,: Pines growing began after 1975. 

Ques..s rh s yourh[deaiabou- the effec o pines on water springs when 

Answ: The pines and turpentine growing destroyed our springs Our 
climate has been affected. We lost our water too. 

A labourer- Bandarawela - 91.05.29 

Iwork ina pines estate, Mr Dudley Senanayake was also against growing pines. 
Many learned people said that this pines was not good for Sri Lanka. Ito0feel 
that these trees are responsible for the drying up of the natural springs All the 
springs around have dried up and the climatic conditions have got distorlted, 
Pines leaf fall does not allow even aweed to conme up. Once they catch fire tlhe 
sands and metals come up. Nothing grows under the pine trees. 

Kanakaratna, Hakgala- Nuwara Eliya. 91.07.26 

Patanas cannot be considered as infertile land. They are necessary for the 
environment. the government grows pines and eucalyptus This destroys even 
the available fertility. People think that pines have contributed to soil erosiol: 
This really happens because of soil erosion. 

Rosalin Nona- Bandarawela . 29.07.91 

I have lived in Bandarawela for 29 years, Today the city isquite diflere:-,, ifron 
that of yester year. Pines growing has changed the environment. Pines wveie 
grown to save wa:er, but I feel we have lost water. Today even this cultivaticr1 
is being destroyed. We have a canal near our house, There too the water level 
is dropping. 

R A Dharmasena . Nawadandegama. Bandarawelra , 29.07.91 

In this area, drying up of springs because of pines growing has become a 
serious problem. The cultivation of pines has not only deprived us of the litte 
water we had, but also has destroyed the cattle breeding activities in the area. 
This happened because we lost grazing fields. We do paddy and vegetables. 
We don' Ihave the water we require for these. 

Inlands coming under pires, plants of our own should be put down, The species
should be selected to match our environment. Lands that can be developed 
should be distributed among the landless. 
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A citizen - A meeting at Sarvodaya Centre, Matara • 11.09.'91 

~ .~~. 

When we vere.young there'was Kekalia growingin the rver. Olu (water 'ites)' 
are not.be seen now, Due to this,we have lost two good medicinal food items,. 
They might grow again if salinity stops, '. 

iMartin Wijesinghe - Sinharaja Forest- 91-09-27 

Sinharaja is the most valuable tropical rain forest inthe world. The reasons are 
the trees that grow tall and the 76% of uniqueness to Sri Lanka, Medicinally,
almost all the plants are herbs that can beused in our Ayurvedic System of 
Medicine. Similarly, there are fish, birds and beasts unique to Sri Lanka. This is 
an ever oreen, forest which has received North-Eastern and South-Western 
monsoon rains for over four or five zenturies, Italso gels inter-monsoon rains. 

A citizen . Pilagoda, Galle - 91-09.03 

There are plants endowed by nature. When the beasts eat fruit and excrete, 
seeds fall and germinate. Even tocay, there are plants gro.ving and large trees 
which have come up in this natural method. 

A citizen - Ampegama, Galle - 91.08.09 

The Rumassala range of mountains close to the city of Gaile is a thing of exotic 
natural beauty in South More the tourism is developing day by day, more is the 
degraion of-this range of mountains. The environment has been destroyed to 
put up tourist hotels. AsIhistory has recorded it, Rumassala isconsidered as 
the herbarium of King Ravana, All the plants and beasts inthe Himalayan region
in India are available in this Rumassala forest, The environmentalists have also 
found rare species of wild life. 

V. Reforestation 

A youth - Pansiyagama, Kurunegala . 20.09.'91 

The government would have generally spent five to six hundred thousand, 
rupees. But Ithink only haf of that amount would have been for growing forests. 
The remaining halt may have been plaid out, -

' 

"' r. 

A Rural Youth Madahapola, Kurunegala - 20.09'91.. 

.Ifland isallocated, settlements and natural forests wilt grow together. Thereafter 
jak, coconut and breadfruit trees will form a canopy like a natural forest. 
Subsequently burning will not take place, As a result hundreds of trees will grow 
in each plot of land which will create a natural environment. The village 
Madahapola is a hill now where trees have grown well, Earlier they were hills 
like these. 
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Cse cultivation is not so We pursue an w ( c 

it across, Weare told that the Chief Minisier or somebody else iscoming. Someplants are distributed, One to two hundred p&jlega1Iogether-A countis taken______ 
wo or three days..They(officials) keep quietafter disbursing a month's relief, Later when drought sets in. the cashewplantation is set on fire. There is no cashew. The only thing that lakes place is 

a ceremony. 

*A villager -Madahapola, Kurunegala - 20.09.'91 
Pallekelle isa flat area where cultivation can be done fairly well. Yet thousands
of acres of teak have been grown there, In these hilly areas there us nothing,
but earth digging has been done on hills whereas leak has been cultivated onflat land. If one look at the history of those flat lands, there are many hamletsand small tanks overrun by the teak plantations. Teak has been cultivated bysubmerging many small tanks.. If one were to take a walk into the teak planta­
tions, bunds of such tanks can be seen even today. 

A Villager. Pansiyagama. Madahapola. Kurunegala. 91.09.20 
Madahapota, Gatpaya forest isprotected by the people inthe area. 150 acres
have been planted with forests. The Government has spent about Rs, 5 or 6to grow this forest 0akhsbut only a half of it may have gone to grow the forest.The other half would have gone for underhand dealings. On this hill, today thereisn't a single tree. One reason is the mal-practices of Forest Officers. Now the
people are aware. Ifthe people change this attitude, the influential in the area 
will cut down those trees when they grow Up, 

A Buddhist Priest- Pilagoda. purvarama Temple. 91-08-23;
Accoraing to our understanding, if there isa forest inevery village, that will be
of much use to the village, when there is no forest people face such problems 
as scarcity of water, Ifthe Government takes an interest and grows a forest, theordinary people can buy the timber from such forests 6n permiit, A forest is ofuse to a village and even to the government, Even the government cannot cuttrees free of charge, Security arrangements have to be imposed, Aforest 

.2,' 

promotes sanitation in the village, It is g 'odfor the fields, for the water springs.There is no forest nearby. People have to otP Imaduwa and Sinharaja to fetch rwater. Even to cuta stick they have to go to these areas If there is a forestpeople can make payments to-the Government and purchase their needs oftimber and wood, There are such good used of a forest; A forest of about 35 
acres would suffice to this area. It isuseful to us and to the neighboring areas. 
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Ven. Samitha Them'o -91-08.03 a'a 

Rather than bringing down plants from outside and plant them here, itis betterto allow the plants already available here on some lands acquired by the 

2 Governmen wthpeopjlarlcpatin These should be maintained by the 
village society of the Devotees under the leadership o the priests, and with the 

a 

, . 

assistance of lheGovernment. Several people should be deployed to protect 
:a that. There are trees and creepers unique to this area. These plants spontane­

ously grow. As an outside help, we can introduce trees which grow in these 
areas and which are not alien to these areas. They too have to be protected.
This is a gocd opportunity to the villagers. This is a small village surrounded by 
a spreading jungle. It is easy to get the people in the neighbourhood together. 
Things have to be explained to the people, with examples. Then the people can 
:.aintain this forest. Because of the link the man has with the forest, I firmly 
. believe that this idea can be passed forward, 

. a 

Chandrasekera. Bandarawela , 29.05.91 

Oues. How should the trees be grown? 

Answ Trees should be grown continuously. There are species like 'Kum.­
buk"which should be grown. It should be a tree that can be put to 
use in all aspects. Earlier "Mara Irees were grown along the roads;* 
but they were not of much use. Medicinal herbs can be of use to 
allThe trees like "Kumbuk, and "Karanda" are very useful to the 
environment These have almost been wiped out now 

" 

Ques How long such"a conservation arrangement will lake? 

Answ About 05 years _ 'a 

Oues 

Answ 

They should be grown wiml a mix? 
Afterwards bamboo can be grown. A bamboo bush takes about 
one and a half years for a full growth. 

A farmer - Bambaragama. Bandarawela . 91,07-24 

S('isbecause ol the natural forests that the catchment areas are protected here. 
Fe:ing of trees is daily increasing, We are facing the threat of all the forests in 
catchment areas being cut down. We urge the environmental officers to look 
into this problem, We planted trees on "he Tree Planting Day' and that's the 
end of it. We think about it on the next planting day. Within one year we see the 
end of the tree, andi we plant another again, and fix a board. Itis better to protect 
the few remaining trees. 

a 

a a.\ , . : " 
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A farme -Rikillagaskada- Hanguranketa 91.05.14 

Inthe Wilpattu village in Udikanda, forest farming has been done b~y tile 
department of Forest Conservation. Inshort, pines and acacia growing isjust

liekeeping a dead-body upright- -Water-gets. dried, up; -Even on the lands­
alienated to u s from the Wilpaltu area, intimes of our great grandfathers, the 
oflicers of the Department of Forest Conservation have forcibly done forest 
farming. At the time of commencement of that farming farmers were farming 
those lands. We have about 26 poor families. The officers who instructed them 
told them that the forest farming would not affecltheir cultivation and they would 
do foresi farming as directed by the governnent. After about 10 or 15 years 
these officers have secretly filed cases against these farmers. Some farmers 
have been charged for removing earth. Some for doing cultivation in the forest 
farm. In this way cases have been filed unreasonabiy- Everybody did farming 
They have planted some trees to absorb the trickle of water which stretched 
miles away They have polluted iMie environment. They have planted a tree 
called turpentine With tricklesof waler the roots of these trees came up. Nothing 
grows here 

A farmer.Rikillagaskada- Ginigathhena.91-05.14 

The youlh club had informed ur to start a community forest project So %-.e 
started one around Hangurankelha Maha Vidyalaya. This we did on our own it 
takes three years to protect the calchment area, alter first planting the jack 
plants We put down lak plants on lands alienated to us by tne commissioner 
under community relief Now that they have grown to a certain elxent, ,helandamc 
are to be distributed to friends ot politicians under political p TessuieThis is u-th 
place which provides drinking water to thousands of schoot children Earfer 
there had been a pipe line from the rock That water competel fuItills the neetis 
of the students inhostels It is a question for us as to why thi.. la r,'AS are to : 
re-distributed under such circumstances . ­

5­
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5 Mineral Resources
 

-. Gem Mining 

Mr Weeraratne. Ratnapura.91-05 23 

About 75% of the people at Ratnapura are engaged inthe gem business, They 
do this to the extent each can do. The majority learn,tOegem industry and gel 
into that business. Those who have not learnt the trade ".-or sometime before 
he gives it up. Thepthers continue it. Iprefer gems to bu.ut,polished and kept 
in Sri Lanka. Ifnot they may be polished and sold to the toreigners. Thais take 
the gems, uncut, to their country. That is a loss for us. 

Ven. Maditiawala Vijithasena Thero - 91-05.24 

By giving priority to the economic problem, we have endangered the pollution 
to a certain extent. There isno regular plan within the Ratnapura City. It is there 
in a haphazard manner, without guidance from the prc.per authorities. Gem 
mining has debased the environment on a big scale. Financially, the gem 
industry has improved On the other side there is an economic decline. Tracts 
of paddy fields in the Ratnapura area has gone fallow They cannot be farmed 
anymore. As we know about 04 decades ago, the Ratnapura district was self 
sufficient toacertainextent The situation today has changed completely About 
400.500 acres of paddy lands cannot be farmed. 

People have prelerred gemming to cultivation and this h s resulted in a great 
disaster in this area Inthe past there was a lank called *EhelapolaWewa'. very 
close to the city This tank led the tracts of paddy$ieldsin this Ratnapura area, 
Batugedara tract, Weralupe tract, and the Katamune tract etc. have been now 
given up In those lands gem pits are sunk. These pits left unclosed, have 
created.a plague of m'osquitoes In every house, occupants need mosquito 
nets. This situation did not exist about 3 to 4 decades ago. 

Gem Businessman- Ratnapura-91-05.24 

The gem resource inour country is completely owned by private parties. Gem 
business has today become a monopoly. If this situation continues, very soon 
we will be deprived of this resource. Whether this resource does not belong to 
the people in this country, is a major question. The government isthe only 
authority that can maintain this business, Why the government does not want 
to do so is another question. 

Gems arean exhaustible limited-resoarch. If it is lost, we will have no such 
resource as gems, That is why, in today's developed world, valuable resources 
are kept as reserves. They collect such resources. They do so,fearing that one 
day that resource would be lost to them. We must think of the future generation. 
We must work together as members of one family I cannot understand why 
thay are destro~ying this resource 
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When we consider how gem pits were sunk during the period 1972-1980 we 

feel that people are more concerned about earning, that the environment. 
.7 ;,-. 	 Digging pits with machines is not allowed today, These prohibitions have come, 

after the environm itwas destroved. Areas like Elahara have sufferedjhnfo.... 
... Such, lands where pits were sunk cannot be made use of today. It is after the 

pollution has been completed that we think about environmental pollution. Why,
did we allow this to happen? Who is responsible? Who were the sharers of this 
destruction? They know what they did, The main culprit is the prevailing
administrative machinery. A government depends on the income of the country.
What oappens if an annual income of half a million is received in place of 50 
million-'rhis is what has happened to the government. Is it not the government
itself which isbadly hit? 

A Citizen , Matale - 20.07.91 

In Elahera, Kaluganga area, in the Matale'district, there are gem deposits worth 
billions. Mines are cut from morning till night legally or illegally. The gems mined 
are exported by the businessmen is left for us is only the soil that floats in the 
Kaluganga which feeds the Parakrama Samudraya. (a reservoir) 

P. J. 	Ratnasekara . Proprietor, Ratna Gem Centre -Ratnepura 
91.05.24 

I count 10 years working experience at the Gem Corporation, and a further 
experience of five years here at Ratnapura. With my 25 years of experience, I 
see that if this asset is destroyed in this manne, the future generation will not 
here the advantage of making use of this resource. About 90%of our gems are 
already in Bangkok When one goes there only one canunderstand who owns 

*i 	 our gem resources. Before I went to, Bangkok, even I thought that I had a 
considerable knowledge in gem business. At Bangkok, I felt as if i were an 
abonigin wearing a I.in cloth. Our gem resources are entirely in their hands 
They are gradually.turning out to be the sole monopoly in the world gem
business.Ifthis situation continues for sometime, we will lose this tesource, and 
this business. Oh! God! Itdoesn't matler for us. We will be leaving this world in 
a few days time. But the big issue, is whether the people in this land cannot lay
claim to this resource. Only the Government can maintain this business It is 
unimaginable as to why the Government does not need to maintain at least such 
a thing. "' 
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Chief Priest Sri Gnanasiha Thapovana Temple -91.05.24. 

Gemmincl,tas greatly damaged the environment inthe absence of guidence 
from those responsible, On one hand t i 'gem bisness had become viable 

---- -financialy-OrI-he other-hand there-is a-decline in-the-eonomy- I mean, Ihat 
large tracts of paddy lands inthe Ratnapura area have'become fallow. Those 
lands cannot be farmed. As we know, about 4decades ago. Ratnapura was 
self-sufficent to a certain extent. Now the situation has completely changed, In 
about 400.500 acre of paddy land cultivation is not done. Recently some of, 
the farmers wanted to take up this matter with the Government Agent aid the 
Government. So that they could get back their old paddy lands, provided with 
irrigated water. But those farmers themselves were responsible for this catas­
trophe. They have given up farming and have taken to gemming which has 
resulted in this destruction. In this area, there was a tank called Ehelepola in 
the older times, It was with water from this tank that tracts of fields were 
cultivated in the Ratnapura area. Batugedara tract, Weralupe tract, and Kata­
mune tract etc. Since the pits have not been closed. Mosquitoes breed largely. 
Ratnapura today faces this mosquitoe menace. Today at any home, it is rather 
difficult to sleep without mosquitoe nets. This was not so about 3-4 decades 
ago. 

A citizen .Ratnapura Town - 24.05..91 

Environmental pollution today has increased 100% The way. the mines were 
cut during the period 1972-1990 if is obvious that people need money more 
than preserving the environment Today machines are not allowed in digging 
mines. The prohibition has come only after the environment has been de­
stroyed Areas like Elahera faces this problem largely. These areas where mines 
were cut have become useless for anything After the environment has been 
polluted, we claim that it has who alloweo it ' Who were the partners of this 
disaster ? They know what they did The existing adminstration is the chief 
miscreant. Today money has twisted the human mind-

Gem Businessman . Ratnapura - 14.05.'91'': 

Within two years from its inceptior in1972, the stateGri Corporationcame to 
be the second highest foreign exchange earner, To!ay it is at the end of its 
collapse. When this happens a monopoly on gems w d emerge and people 
will lose this asset alltogethe. _ 

The government, destroyed the Gem Corporation .Not the people. People 
Sbrought the State Gem Corporation to a sound footing. But that position sank 
just like a sinking ship. Having done this, today the Government says "ets have 

\\1arother Board'. 
1972 - 1991, when we see the rate of devaluation of the rupee during this period 

A 	 . today we lose about Rs.5000m a day. The Gem, resource is not properly 
conlroifed. It is strange why the Government Isnot concerned about this. 

It is opined today that no one owns the Gem resource and it should be handed 
over to the private sector. If that happens the Blue saphires which fletch about 
Rs 50.000/= will have the price stabilized at about Rs,37,000I=. A small group 
will becoine richer, The profits wilt go to about 5% of those engaged in the 
gemming industry. About 95% will fall intoa miserable position with no employ 
mcn. The income that should go to the Government Isdrained off to foreicners, 

A 	 (,8. 
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citizen Devaladeniyagama, Matale.91 05.29 . 

Oues. . From what area are you returning after gemming operations? 
---- --­ 'Answ.: 

._~ A litlearffai.b. .....fCT 

Oues, Where? 
Answ: About one mile across Ma-oya 
Oues.: That means you do gemming inthe Ma Oya area? -

Answ.: Yes. 
Oues. What isthis village? 

Answ.. Devaldeniya 
4 Ques: These villages come under Matale(District)? 

Answ.: Yes 

Oues.: How do you do gemming? As an occupation? 
A4nsw, Sometimes as an occupation. We do farming a!so. When we are 

free we cut gem pits 

Ques: Whose pits? 
Answ.: We ourselves cut them 

Oues " Your own pits? . -4 

S"Answ.- Yes 

Oues!:. Is itnot necessary to lake permits for lhem? . 
Answ.,: I is necessary Otherwise Police nab us. . 

Oues. In,herush you also do it? 

Answ.: Yes. 11we are caight, we are lined, 

Oues How much? , 4.' 

Answ fls.500A . 

Oues.: Have you got good gems? 

Answ,: We get a little. 
oues.: What sort of gems? 

Answ.: Small ones to meet our expenses. 

Ques.: Havent 'you go big gems? '< ' - ... 

- Answ.: No. . 

Oues.: For how long have you been doing this gemming? '' 

Answ.: Several years, ~ "4-

A group of people from the area- Devaladenlyagama, Matatle 
91-05-22 '' 

Ques.i: Whose lands are these? . 
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Answ.: These are state lands. There are settlers, settled by the government 
as farmers. These lands have gems Outsiders come here and do 
gemming as an occupation 

Ques.: In their lands? Not in state lands? 

Answ.: Gemming is over in their lands. These lands cannot be cut anymore. 
Now the forest is cut. 

Ques.: Do they cut down trees also? 

Answ.: There are such instances The trees are uprooted, not cut In­
stances come tip where a tree has to be telled 

Oues: What do you mean by uprooting? 

Answ: 	 When the soil is removed under the tree, itinvariably tails. We don't 
intend to fell a tree. We do as a lob 

Ques 	 Even big trees are felled? 

Answ. 	 No difference between big or small 

Cues 	 Is gemming a big source of income to yo ,'? 

Answ 	 Just enough to manage the day to (Jay e:,:penses 

Oues 	 Do thIoutsiders buy your gems'? 

Answ 	 There are big traders in the vllcu e 

OneS 	 Ih UnaLithiOrlzed gem tits air!; f2t %liiearth'th Are they'
 

Answ They aren't
 

Oues 	 YOU see in the papers officers -ome and ;,:,:plain to yoi offcers 
from the Gem Corporation come ,(dtel you that telling of trees and 
the removal of earth will result inrti-e decrease of water in the can)als 
and streams down The spring]s cry up LDo you know tha? 

Answ 	 We know 

Ques 	 What do you think about that damage" 

Answ: 	 Nothing can be done about it Itvhat we ovi by right in Sri Lanka
 
has been sold by the Sri Lankan governrnen to the foreigners, to
 
Ihe white people, is there anything wrong for us to do this for our
 
living? These forests have been sold to while people
 

Ques.: To white people? 

Answ.: Sold to white neople. 

Ques.: For what? 

Answ.. 	 To do gemming 

Oues.: 	 Whereabout? 

Answ.: 	 Here, down. 

Oues: 	 Have they completely cleared the land? Can we go there to see? 

Answ. We can't go there. There are watchers. They have even put ma­
chines. There's one block here; another there. 

Ques.: What is the extent they have cleared? 
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Answ 	 No limit. Thousands of acres have been given. In al about 75,000 

acres, to machine-dig gem pits. The cut all the gems. 

Cues 	 Is the Kaluganga one river? 

Answ.: 	 Yes They say that this is the border. 

Ques.: 	 There are layers and layers of earth. Isn't it? 

Answ. Yes.
 

Ques.: Is the earth put back again?
 

Answ.: Yes, But things don't remain as in the past.
 

Ques: So white people do all these thii gs? To companies in what countries 
have the gem lands been leased out? 

Answ.. In the past there was an Australian Company. Now it is a Thai 
company 

Cues.. Has the government given the lands? 

Answ. Yes. Labourers are hired to do the work at the rate of Rs. 70/- a day 
We tried our best to get this cancelled but in vain. This was 
highlighted in the press by lhe villagers Petitions were sent. Even 
the Police swoop on, when villagers do it 

Cues .	 People down may be the aulhorised company people? 

Answ 	 Yes 

Ques 	 Whetner aiuthor, sed or not they are forei gners aren't they? 

Answ The government nas given the aulhorily and they cut gem pits. Even 
if we go to the Loundaries of those lanus we cant dig pits 

Cues Is it the area where the villagers (id thal earlierK 

Answ. Yes That was the area They follow what the people in the past did. 

Ques What do you think woul happen to those areas in about 6 months 
or one year's hime' 

Answ They will be deserls Now itself it has happened There is hardly a 
free there 

Cues.: What you all have done for that as people in the area, as MPs in the 
area? 

Answ.: 	 Ifone tries such things one will be left to himself. Ifa poor person 
tries, only he will be in the forefront. Ultimately hew 'Ifind it difficult 
to live in the village. 
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II. Graphite Mining 

A woman - Kahatagaha mine, Kurunegala . 21.09.'91 
My husband is a labour hand in the mine He fell ill because of working in themine and he has been medically condemned by a Medical Board Two yearshave lapsed since his illness We don't get even a half of the monthly pay Thistime I got only Rs.470/= I have to attend to all needs wit'l this money Medicineshave to be bought for the husband. We must have our food. The children'sschooling needs have 1o be looked after. There is no other source of income. 

A Worker of the Mines - Kahatagaha Mines - 21.09.'91 
I am a mine worker Even if we manage to come up having fallen ill inside themine we are not given a vehicle (to go for trealment) We ourselves have to gohome Somehow or olher and come back to work on the following day If wekeep away for three days letters are prepared warming us We did not havethis situation earlier All these laws are for us 

A Worker of the Mines - Kahatagaha Mines - 21.09.'91 
We ourselves have represented matters to the Lat.our Deparlment I went fourtines and handed over letters to the Labour Dept at Iurunegala We did notgel iiny opporlunity for discui son This was Iot so in th, past Today lhe Labour
Dent ,s hke a dvin; p'isat! 

A Worker of the Mines . Kahatagaha Mines - 21.09.'91 
Fhe Corpo atioii has not takn any measure to prevent the employees fromvarious afflictions For over 20 years, the air iSpolluled inside the nines. About100 kgs of gelatine ar:a burnt inside per (lay The fumes come up when theemployees get down These fumes and (JuStS get into our lungs when webreathe Nolhng has )een done to change Ihis situation and preserve the
health oh the enployees 

A Worker of the Mines - Kahatagaha Mines - 21.09.'91 
No protection whatsoever Recently a worker was burnt to death because of 
methane gas 

A Worker of the Mines - Kahatagaha Mines - 21.09.'91 
The most serious problem that emerges from privalising the mines is, who isgoing to compensate the workers who have been disabled. We can not expectcompensation from those Company owners. 
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Ill. Rock Blasting 

A citizen . Kurunegala. 91-09-20 
This quarry should be stopped completely We don't have a water supplyscheme. We do our cultivation under rain-fed conditions or by using springwater. Dynamites have destroyed the aquifers So we lose the sources of watersupply even for drinking purposes. We sometimes throw the post of rice wehave cooked because it is full of stone dust. 
They promised a paradise for us. They said lha' they would carpet (the roads)and provide the rea with three-phase electricity and telephones to houses.Jobs were promised But allthese promises were not fulfilled, 

Metal stone project by a Korean Company Korelegedara,
Kurunegala 20.09.'91-
The Kyn nam of Korea started this company Dynamites are used. Stones arecrushed to be used for road building This started about three months back. Inthat three months lhey put dynamite thrice More than 95% of our houses were 
damaged Tiles ,ere broken. 
Ques VVhal sort of damage ? 

Walls are crackedAnsw Cement f'ooring is broken Lavatories are dam­agned WNells are hrriker ThIre you cari see the broken places of 
tie .vall 

Oues Ho... do(e ; :ibrf a-k 
Answ Stenes fall on the walls Thes- arethe stones that fell here Stones

everywhere What a long distance the stones have been thrown. 
Ques.. is a warcing given when the stories are burst ?
 
Answ 
 Every five munile a whistle is olown Three liies But we dorlt hearit They told us about a week ago Then all the people in the villagestayed off about a mile away That's how our lives were saved. Onthat day everyone iii that area left their houses This is my son's

child one and halt months old His ear lids have burst. 

A villager - Kurunegala - 29.09.91 
They told us that the stones would not strike the houses. If we believed themand stayed in our houses, the stones would have struk our houses woundingthe inmates. Even some of us would have got killed. We didn't believe them andleft our houses That saved our lives. The walls of the houses in this area are
cracked. r'oofs are damaged 

A villager - Kutunegala - 20.09.91 
My name Mahathun, from Batapola, Pothuhera. We just manage to survive.Everylime we are in a fix. The stone crusher operates from about six in the
morning to till about eight or nine at night. 
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, 	 A~villager, Kurunegala,'. ~~< 
,Everyoe was told abolhscif iitr Government Agent.. Divisional 

S Secretaryan.dthe'Assistant DivisionalI Secretary. All came from limIe tIo timIeandJ, 
;gave us promises saying that he will stop it,We believed'everyone But so fadr
)t1h~as ntot bee'nstopp~ed. 'Villagers do not, lik~e to leave this area. 1Villagers'-are, 

~ ,~,, "he owners of the village, 

~Avil ager -KUrunedfald 

They dig to adepth of about 20 feet.'Our hous.r, isabout a the~e quarter mile
off this plcVirto has cracked the walls.f 
Eighty pits of 20 feet deep are connected with wirps and burst all together The 
Nautakandla Temple isabout one and aha!( mile oft. .The vil~ratlon has shaken , 

Thechidreinihescholhad asked the teacher from) wh,ere those stonescame. After that they kenwv that a.Korea'nCompany was working here Some 
students had fainted Then thle chitdren had been asked no: :o come to school,when,the dlnarnils wvere used Ab~out 700-800 students ad Ilt- scicIt 

Meeting of villagers near the 'metal project at .Koralegedera, 
Kurunegala -20.09.191 

Ab~ot 95% of the houses in ou, wiage faceo ptobhcil~ L-as*-red 
cement flooiring damaged, walls broken, wells dmgd~~~~~
The dynmie hv esiroyedl !nt .ater sprligs ii is litt "ai v,: !101noget d; inkingvwaler. .This childi is iyone an~d a nFail f 11tti, His e 4. -ve 
burst. My ears are blocked
 
Thle roofs of thle Naultakanda 'Temple and the school ab ,,n c ao-hhml'
 

Soff had been shaken Children had fainted 
Some people scare us telling that we wilt qo to jail ifwe S,.e ',-e Coml'".nfV 
Now we throw the cooked pot of rice to theisteam becaUSe )Ifdus; My child''
who isabout 21/2 years old had run away over amile becajse hie -.as airaid
of the sound of ihe burst,	 

.. 

W. Janis A villager from Koralegedara 20.09.91 p.. 

These are our ancestral lands,We have paddy lands and v,,& have cattle. We' . 

*Our 
cannot leave them and'go. We,wilt not go even ifwe gel more valuable lands.."" 

parents and our, brothers and si'sters dwelt on these lands, So we cannot 
abandon such lands. , 

Earlier there was aquarry here. Generally the dynamites are' put to'"a depth of ;'about 11/2 feel. The sound isvirtually not heard by thle inmates of houses. There,-" 
was no problem at all.' ,".' 

After these bigger machines were introduced. We are in trouble, Digging is'done toa depth of about 20 feet. They cut asmall place and put the dynamite
sticks, When the companydoes four orhfivesuch setionswouldthe earthremnain 
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IV. Mineral Resource Management 

Suriyabandara, Matale .20.07.91 

Cues.: 	 For how long the lime industry has been going on here? 

Answ.: 	 From 40 years 
Ques.: You are a person born here Wasn't it there when you were small? 
Answ.: Itwas. But for sometime itwasn't done 

Ques.: How did it first begin? 

Answ.: First lime stones were broken 

Ques.: Who did that? 
Answ.. One of our people? He gave the limestones to the kiln 

Oues: How were they carried? 
Answ In those days they were transported in vehicles 

Oues What vehicles? 

Answ 	 Lorries 

wilth
Ques 	 When did the work ,tart kii',' 

kIrins 
region lhein people str-iteu puthn. tip kilns 

Oues Do you have a kiln'? 

Answ 

Cues What about thes hr,, one Does this landt belong to the village 
people? 

Answ 	 Ithink about t :30you r ,ic ir;t tw.vo came up in the tupper 

Answ 	 Viiacjer i[;Iv(''; fc,..);:h;lr, !,.-,'-rqito ti",ushms arnt Tarrills 

Cues Wnere do they live? 
Answtj There is a place calle.d Galahedara They live there 
Oues. You need a license to take the part under earth Don't you? 
Answ I take a licensr 

Ques How do you get i1:' 
Answ.. We have to take it from the Provincial Council 

Cues Now you have a license 
Answ Now I donI break stones Idid for sometimes 

I am not well. 
Cues.: What is the system of licensing? 

I have given itup as 

Answ.: 	 The Provincial Council informs the police who examine the place 
and issue the licenses. 

Cues.: 	 What are the requirements? 
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Ans 

SQues. 

Ansl'. , 

Ques.. 
Answ: 

Generally the houses and other things aroun have to be pro­l ected.'> a . 

What doyou use to break the stones? Is dynamite generally used? 
Yes. , 

Isitdnamite? 
Yes. a ~ > ' 

A public healthInspector Kalawana 91-05-24 

I at wt'ere the industries arelcated they have become a nuisance, 
.h unemployment problem has been settled to a certain extent; but certain 

people have fallen into difficulties, Health-wise and environmentally a damage
has been caused. 

, 

4. 

Sunil Pathirana- Ittekanda. Kalawana. 91-05-24 
(fron aletter) 

vThi alaaar limestone spread over a l' ..enl.of land of historicvale in Wins haveKollna AGA division is tobe leased out or aperiodof ',3boui 20 years to abig gem business-man at Embilipitiya. Large rocks, trees 
and soil around !1,,t stone has been dumped into (the brook nearby. A large
spring on top of that limesto e feeds about: 85 aces belonging to the poor
people who live down ie slone. Drinking waler too is obtained from this spring..
By breaking this rock, springs have got cried up and farmers down have 
become deeply perturbed 

P*" 

A citizen - Sarvodaya. Makawa.. . 

The unplanned lime kilns have considerably affected the environment, When a 
Skiln is operated there is alaw that it should have a chimney to a height of 20 

feet. This rule is not observed by any of the kiln owners in our area. We 
experience breathing difficulties, It isbelieved that this isbecause of the poison

:released from those kilni. Laws are there but they are not observed, 

I 

* > 

. 

A Youth - Galahitiya. Malkawa. 91-05-27 

There are resources for brick-making here. But the problem is marketing. If,
sorrtone interv.enes and provides us avenues of marketing then thissef-em2 
ployment can be developed, Making bricks alone won't help. The brick~s have> 
to be marketed. Our prob~lem isthat we cannot market our bricks. This is the
problem also with the wood industry or with any other self-employment project.'.
Inthis area we have bamboo and cane and such other resources. There are
people with professional skills to put these resources to use. But all these are
of no use when marketing facilities are not available. If the Government
intervenes and helps the producers to dispose of( their products, more people
will lend to do these industries then the economic corditions would also 
improve. 

.~: 

', j 
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" ctizen ting at SarvodayaCe Matara 

IRansegoda east Is a very~backwaid village inour area, The cla,yhe.re can be 
.u~j'Csed for brickmaking to'elo itasandustry, There are a large numbpr oA 

uneg 	 __ __ _ __ __femalea __ _ _

vilge resouirces :We ca;d6 
self-empl ~ment rojs utilzin tWeca 

Acitizen -Meeting at Sarvodaya Centre,.Matara- 91-109.11 
There are ways and means in avillage for a' person to live; they can do 
brickmaking, sewin~g , livestock farming. Brickmaking involves hardly any
expense We can weave coconut leaves or make 3000 bricks per month, Ifwe 
make 3000 we can get an income of Rs.2,400/- per m6th .Bricks can be burnt 
using chaff. To make 100 bricks, per day itdoesn't take even an hour, In this 
way we have ways to lead an independent life inthe vll~age. 

A Youth-	 Thalawa. Anuradhapura. 91-09.23 
We have resoUrces, We don't say that multi-national companies should be 
brought down here. What we say is provide assistance to the industries that 
can utilize our resources either through the governmient or through any other 
source. The government also should provide a market for the products 

Art Theatre Hall Kandy 91.07.21 
Oues.: . Does the problem of using fossil resources v.ith no :roper manage­

ment exxit here? 
Answ. 	 Yes, Yes, Elahera, gemming lands have no proper management at 

all. Similarly our area has some kind of quartz They can be exported 
to Japan. We had a took around the village Pannegama and we 
hope to organize the matters in the future. We went t0 Kongahawela
and recorded a wealth of data. There are people in the Central 
Province to fight for these There isafarmer nanied Bandirala,

The Eppawela aphetite plant has now found outOthat phos'pate is J"
 
fast disappearing and itwitl be avery valuable fossil inthe 'near
 
future. Ihave seen that our IS S has conducted dialogues about 
 ft a'

this, We are told that Ihs aphetite can not be dissolved have and it 
should be sent to (foreign) companies. From some magazinesw 
brought down from the Slates we came to know that it can be 
dissolved incomphost.. If comphost is substituted any phospate 
can be dissolved. So these very countries inform us that this should 
be given to multi-nationals.., ifnot there isno solution. These things 

-' should be taken up for dlscussions. Our campus students had done 
-

- r 
and experiment in the Dambulla area. They have found outthat an, 
area between Dambulla and Matale cannot be cultivated because,
of excess phospate. Because of the change of composition in 
different chemicals, other problems. emerge. Universities haves 
found the out. This should be discussed. This can grow up io 
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Sserious proble m in the fulture Weus .iospma in asouileds. I time
 
o' rama' nobL e ablei'fdr n 'these i neds;-','
 

A citizen Meeting at Sarvodaya Centre Matar'a -91.09.11. 

0Governments 
to revive the iocal indu tries, During this decade all these industries collapsed,,
 
Loalresources land-and.laabouraare. neglected. andanaien open, e i
 
has been' odued,ouder which local resoureslare 'for,' 


Severaucs ime o made some seriouse attempts beforemi'197Z 

not cared These
multi-national companies were interested only ip earnilng money. 

A citizen Meeting at Sarvodaya Centre, Matara 11.09.'91 

According to a project survey the col industry is mainly associated with the 
south. For further improvement there arevarious productsthat can bn turnedi 
out using coir raw material. There were things we used in the'past, When such
products. turned out with colr as raw material began to fetch lower prices we 
fell from the frying pan into the fire. Those who were inthe !imestone industry~ 
barely managed to survive. Now there are no limestone. On this environmental 
problem'the limestones industry too crack~ed. So we have no employment. If 
now projects can be opened using coir ropes, the Koggala project will be of 
vitl value. 

A villager -Talawa, Anuradhapura 24.09.'91 

Meeting NGOs - Peace0tervice 

The phospate project is at a place close to us. The only thing that is left to us
from the phospate factory isturberculo~is. .This has no other asset; nor it i's a 
source of revenue to Rajarata, These things should be different..TIhe phospate
project has destroyed the entire environment, The dust isspread everywhere,~
Medical men have found out that about 25% of the pe56ople inthis area are victims 
of heart ailments.Any project should not disturb thie environment around it But 
ithas not happened, 

.thalawa.A citizen 24.09.91 

avile er&its nallh components required for the phospate industry are
avalale er, Al.these resources are drainedout, What isleft for us are germs.

and diseases. Thousands are already victirms of such diseases. Several other.~ J~
farmers who have nothing to do with this industry have fallen prey to diseases.,
There are any amount of examples, K­
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6. Human Resources 

Labour, and Self-employment 

Tamilwom Nawala 

We come"to the estate for work-from Ambag'amuwa. We have, schol.'. 
children'..Wenfeed about Rs,100/-'a day.~Iamteolbedwne nthe famiy '~ 
I get asatary~of Rs.45l-. There are five mnembers inthe family., My' husband is 
not working, This salary isnot enough.-

A woman- Kalawana. 91-.05.25 

There are people who have no land to work on. They hire their tabour. Awoman 
does not get more than Rs.40/- a day, A mani gels about Rs.50/-. The poor 
people do some workfor the rich, sell their labour to earn 6 living.:there was a 
Timber Corporation here. There people earned about Rs.2000/- amonth, Itis 
not more there. There are poor people who do not have even ashelter, They > 
sell bundles of firewood to buy their, measure of rice, Some pluckltea leaves at.
 
the company estate. '
 

Athula. Kalawana. 91.05.24 

There are youths without employment, Everyone does not get an opportunity to 
do a government job, The school dropouts have no self employment opportu­
nities, Inthis area there 'are no such things as factories, Absence of opportuni- ',,,ties for yo6ung people t rilhmesf orao, i oeresnao 

unemployment. Environment should be created to take out the hidden skills of' 
the youths. To open aself-employm~ent project, there should be ways to provide. 
the youth with the needy capital. 

Dahainayaka- Katlawana. 91-05-24~ 

Over 30 years have lapsed since carpentry, school in the Kalawana area 
commenced.:A large number of people are trained there annually. When the. 
trainees pass out, they have no jobs to do. They don't havefacilities such as 
equipment to improve their skills, Here there is lot of timber. Ifthey are helped4 

. 

wih agovernment assistance -scheme they can develop themselves,' 

A Rural Youth. Kalawana. 91.05-25 

We don't have capital. If the basic capital required is available, We can start 
such things as self-employment projects. Not that resources 'are lacking with,
coconut leaves, we can give them to aplace like ahospital. To start such things 
we need capital. We have. o place in the market. If weprepare a stock and a 
source isthere to purchase that stock, we'can do several such industries here. 
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A citizen Ampegama-,Galhenkanda School. 91.09.09 , 
SAt least one child froma poor family should be provided with employen, %~ 

u.
...... ein.etiour. houses 'are -thepoor. eseach family has twoior'9t..ree. 
-school goyn cenIt is not ossible for the children to pursue their suies'j:'~. ~ Sometines the parents are, aei~6Ivihd.Te cidehave tolag'. 
behind. They stop their studies, sayathome a ire their l are

~~K~J-f. orc ed to look after their familie737, 

AMother- Maduwa-, 8alapitiya.91.06.1 2r 
These days,people diid not come to buy ropes. Spinning too was not done,,On 
some days we dan t'make even ten pieces of rope. We can not earn enough to 

­

meet out expenses. Even that amount ismnade with much difficulty. When thiere,
isother work we cannot do it.We are indebt. Sometimes we manage with one,
vegetable. We live amidst various hardships and sorrow: We get loans wh~en
what we earn isriot enough. Ininstances of sickness we are helpless. To crbsh, 

­

100 husks and spin !hat coir, it takes a cobple of-days. Even from that we get
only a half. ' -

Seneviratna,.'Rajanganaya, 15.05.91 

~Most of the people here hire their labour. That ishow they carry on their day to 
i day existence On the other side there is the colony. They go tb the colony for 

work Thyg hri h oning, work till about 5.00 inthe eveningadc~nback Even younger generation follow suit, 

A Women - Rambuka, Kal9awana .25.05.91 

Those who have paddy and coconutlnds have no problems there are poor,
people who don't have even a hut (look tere making a signal with her hand).
He has to sell that bundle of firewood t get hismeasuare of rice There are 
people in similar situation, Some pluck tree in the cmpan land for a livingSome other sell their labour, Day's wage for awoman does riot exceed Rs 401= 
aday, Aman gets about Rs,50/= aday. The poor go to the rich and sell (heir
labour for a living. A-Timber Corporation was here, Trees were felled, a rod ;,
was build and a factory functioned. When itwa' there aman could gevlobuit
Rs;2000/= per month. It is no more there nlow. Inone household there arct.iV!o 

'" 

-or three educated children here a considerable number of youths %%ittP
ordinary level and advanced, levet passes. They are without jobs, 

Nandawathie Bul'uthota 25.052'91 ' '*-

Ido asmall trade. I have two school going children. My business does niot give­
- me any good income. I have ason who has passed examination~s, He made

several applications for employment inhospitals, Government Officers, Iowork, 
as a labourer. All was invain, Inthis village there are about 30740, unemployed
youths. They should be given facilities to start some'industry, Selling their labour
for Rs.50/= or 60/= get them nowhere., 

­
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A female la91o0 9anarawela 

Ques r been workngn thefactory' 

~~~~ nsw:. About 24 ,years. ~~A~~LU;~; i~J 
Gues,-, ;Whatis yOur name?, 

Arisw. SM.Leelawathie,; 
SuAs What changeshae happened here after24 -years?.-. 

Answ. :l~6u factory today ismore equipped with machinery,~j~A 

Cues,: Yo are in a laour grade omHow is the income? , 

Answ,: MWe get our normal salaryrof Rs.491- plusla few cents per dlay. 

Ques.: Is that enough for your living? 

"Answi: We cannot say itisenough. 
Oue ,: That means itshould be more?, 
Answ,: More the better Cost of living ishigh. Our economy should be more 

improved ., 

Ques.: ,How many are inthe family?, 
6 :.. Answ.: ,had six children, Two have gone away, There, are tour others Two '.,.', 

go to school and Iwo are at h~me.. 
Ques.2 sthe income enough to educate themn 
Answ.; No! Nothing can be done. Just enough for the meals, 
Clues.: Haven't you asked for an increased~salary? 
Answ,:', + Ihave asked; but haven't received.,"<', ,. ,7 , , 

A citizen. Diarhaba Tea Estate, Welimad a891 -05:28 

Ques.: Grandfather, what is your name? 4 

Answ: Iam Kumaraswamy 

Ques.: What do you do here? , . 

Answ: Iweigh tea leaves. 

Ques.: is it sold here after that? 

Arisw.: No. Iweigh itand take itoil. '' 

Ques.: How much teatleaves you hav~e collected? 
Answ.: .It depends. 10 or 15. We pluck by Kgs. 
Ques.: What do you do with the leaves? 

Answ.: We take it to ,the factory. 
Ques.: How much do you get for plucking leaves? 

Answ.: Salary of Rs.49I- . --. < 
Ques, Isthat enough? 

.10 . . . .. 



Answ.: Not enough 

Ques.: What are your expenses for a day? 

Answ.: About Rs. 100/- including expenses for the children also. 

Cues.: Are the children going to school? 

Answ.: Yes 

Cues.: Is the money enough to spend on children? 

Answ.: whatever we get, we spend on children's needs. 

Cues. Where is your house? 

Answ.: In the estate 

Cues.: Do you pay a rent? 

Answ.. Noi We don't 

Cues How many labourers are there in the estate? 

Answ About 1800 About ;hree from each hamily work 

Oues How im,,,,line rooms are thiere? 
Answ There ar(- different quarters One line has about 4 rooms 

A citizen . Ampegama. Galhenkanda Vidyalaya •91-09-09 

At Free TraOue iur_',:. i are Ttie gyut our'.mc ,r pa-o factors owners 
labour from morn till night If a responsible organisaotin is vigilant over this, it is 
riot possible to persecute labour inthat way. they have to be alert always, about 
their needs, their work and the rHuni her of hours they should work 

A citizen - Meeting at Sarvodaya Centre, Matara. 91.09.11 

We are aware of the problems at workers' level once a Free Trade Zone is set 
up. Those in such areas as Galle, Matara, Hambantota, Kurunegala, Dam­
badeniya, Colombo and Katunayake work in these places amidst difficulties to 
earn a living. When the Trade Zone gets under way Koggala, those who are in 
the south and in other areas will get an opportunity to go to a job at a place
close to their houses and they will be able to get some relief and earn sort 
money But we must make sure whether there are rules and regulation" 
governing tlhe employrrient of those who work whether they have the proper
environment to do their lobs with no danger to their health or the permanency 
of their jobs 

A youth Thalawa- Anuradhapura. 91.09-23 

The Multi-national companies bring clothes, prepare garments and take their 
back to their countries. They employ only our labour. Even the foreign exchangr 
earned on investment is taken back. We have to stop this and invest local capital
in industries. Ifsuch a venture was operated at least for one year, I think we car. 
get better economic results. 
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Sarvodaya Centre, Matara - 11.09.'91 

Oues 	 Having set up free trade zones inviting foreign investors to open up
 
large scale industries, and employment opportunities are found,
 
would you like it ?
 

Answ 	 When such employments are given, they attempt to maximise their
 
profit They don't pay us a salary enough to manage our lives. Then
 
we will have to lead misrable lives. Those in the Katunayake area
 
suffer pain and agony. They keep up late at night. Even then they
 
get about
 
Rs. 1500/=. How much do they have to suffer for that? Farming is 

more independent 

Ajith Dissanayake - New Town Hall, Colombo - 14.09.'91 

Under the policy of free investment zones, ihe workers have not rights to
 
organise themselves, to be concerned about their salary of their labour. Our
 
people have pared the way to procure labour At cheap rate to the multi national
 
comi:.anles -hee,was Our CouLtry waqS free trm1 We are
a t:,ne ,.,,tien debts 

11OV, t-111tipped inthe n ., fil
fore colonilisn 

A citizen 	- Meeting at Sarvodaya Centre, Matara 11.09.'91 

1i , .Jlli-rlatiCi : r, ''t PieiItY.at)rt . ,t iii , r ii)w ii ' ' 'i'tori .J 

C,::J- •the 	 abo ofrt l r boys ri iljrl,, r ,rif arKlr!,, tourilry 
r' ;'5i e foDrhiiy:SWhy a:.l iltrodicti a.nYsps,!),:.;,ii th"ig CC';/',Or 

lOO., :)emarketec .,,hy pcIini.0 tO market
nere r,','rhlyThat is it has Os )l(: 
our inants to !oreqn patti We have to think over wheth1,,r h, rUntry has ar, 
moralrly 

II. Corruption and Social Degradation 

A citizen 	- Kurunegala- 91-09-20 

A certain surn is allocated for area development. That money is not properly 
utilized for human development. Nothing is there where it is wanted. Culverts 
are not there for the water to drain They were not put up the way we wanted: 
but done the way the contractors wanted. 

A public 	health inspector. Kalawana - 91.09.24 

Generally a child should get the mother's affectioni, protection and care until he 
is about 05 years old if there is any shortfall, the child will turn out as a person 
not conducive to the society. Socially, he will be a misfit, and a stubborn 
undesirable element. That is because of the unhealthy influence one gets at the 
early stage of life. Now, birth control has been a little misunderstood. Itdoesn't 
mean one for one family and two for another family It means a number of 
children to suit the family and the family's economic condition There is no limit 
as one or two for a family. 
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........
citizen. Ampegama. Galhenkanda Vidyalaya 91_09 0g : 
Within the political machinery today the unqualified gets the jobs and the 

* qualified is teft at home. Some time back a large number of teachers were -~~ 	 recruited as trainees, Iknow very well that youths with GCE(O.L.) and (AL)
applied fcr those posts. Bul they did not get the posts 

.MeetingA citizen at Sarvodaya Centre Matara. 91 09-11 
The loan schemnes of the private sector here have increased indebtedness.People are squeezed by'the heavy burden of debts, Peop eg only a small 

A citizen KMeeting at Sarvodaya Centre Matara- 91-09.11 
The rich always try to make capital out of the poor. So inspite of poverty, there 
are people who are not disheartened. 

A woman- Kotapola, Moraw aka. 91.05.26 

Woman: put up in a leased in house, I have no lands and houses. Children's 
father died. Elder brother disappeared about 3 years ago. 

Ques.: Disappeared means? 
Woman. He was doing a job in Colombo. When he was coming home, one

day, during the troubled period he disappeared. -
Ques.: In 1989 or 88? . -

Womnan: 1989 
Ques.. What did you do about it? 
Woman: We looked for him. Went to fortune tellers, looked for him in places 

a, he used to stay.
 
Ques.: Didn' you complain to the Police? 
 r
 
Woman: We informed all the places. We looked for him for 3 months. 
Ques.: Does any one from other families in this village disappear so? 
Woman: A considerable number 
.ues.,: How many people in this village?
 
Woman: 
 More than ten or twelve 

;-... :: ,- Ranjith: Danawala Korale. Galle- 91-05.26 
This area did not get any assistance from the-government: When elections are , ,.held for Provincial Councils or for any other organiiation,'number of people
come here tell'some lies and go, That's what happens. Politically this are wasnot served by an) government, We have no health facilities-at all No educationa -facilities. There is a school but no teachers. All they:have are 11 teachersincluding the volunteers to teach upto year 10. There are about 700 students. 
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Seneviratna. Galhitiya. Malkawa- 91.05-27 

This area Galhitiya comes under the Agalawatta electorate. Most of the people 
do farming here. Some are employed as labourers in estates. About 20% work 
according to feudal systems There are others who work under big rubber land 
owners. They get only a meager salary. Educationally they are backward. There 
are no facilities for learning, specially transport difficulties Besides, what the 
parents earn is not enough for their living 

A Youth - Galhitiya- 91.05-27 

1 went to Pelanda school and now go to Pirivena (Temple school) In a poor 
school such as this we cannot go to a school in the city Economic considera­
tions matter much Parents in this village cannot send a child to a city school. 
Even if they go to a school here, about 90% become drop-outs They have 
become a big problem These drop-outs get no assistance so far either from 
the govermienl or from any otlier souL ce They tlhen resort to hire their labour 
or go to tlhe estates for lobs There are governiient estates, where opportunities 
are available for wfvch no higher education is necessary Ihis is how we use 
to live 

A citizen - Kalutara- 91-05-03 

!he ad .tilL'ti t le Cou i! ' iaitii(l ovt i t(.) or(2 class inllthiS,,Ii ,l ,".aa henri 

country ,.,101 we questV t ) ] lhier aiid suipreSs the helpless:-:sk CCti- ti-i 
poor FaHrm r ts tie e,:ert to the fhlI Bt. the ruilfer cover it 

A Youth. Galhitiya- Malkawa. 91-05-27 

The big traders dominating the city is against society. No villager can go to tile 
city and putsue his business, because of tlhe influence of the government If 
not, we can go to Vie town and do our business there We live in tthis country 
and we should hav.e the right to go anywhere and do wiatever we like We do 
not walt brokers We must have the opportunity to sell our products at the town 
Present siltiatior does not permit it 

Citizen - Galhitiya. Malkawa-91-05-27 

The Grama Niladharis buy large trees from our ignorant people at Rs 10/- or 
Rs. 15/- Ifnot they give them an olficial permit or do some Otler htile favour, get 
friendly with the people and get lheir trees. Tit is for tlhe benefit of tlose GNs 

A Youth- Galhitiya. Malkawa- 91-05-27 

The officers enforce the law when they nab a small poor man. They catch the 
poor man and then laugh over it It is the poor who go to courts. Another man 
stays behind 
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A Farmer. Devahuva, Matale . 91-05-22 

There's nothing to talk about law. Ifa thief is caught, he is at home in the evening. 
Law is on the side of money. Justice is for the rich. A reasonable living is of no 
use If a person, from a religious viewpoint finds fault he has no place in the 
society, because the country has gone to worse. It is now very difficult to take 
it back. 

Ven. Ariyawansa- Rajanganaya- 15.05.91 

Educationally children in these villages are backward The reasons are eco­
nomic considerations. There is a house here where the householder was beaten 
to death by the Tigers in the troubled times. They have come here and settled 
down here, in the area called Manamalgaswewea. No water is available there
there are tanks but no water No paddy farming. There are four children in the 
family They do not attend school I get then down and asked thern why they
don't attend school The mother said that they couldn't afford it They could not 
buy the necessary clothes and other needs She said that she was sending Coly 
one child to school and even thal was with much difficulty That is how they do 
that 

The governine, loday claims that the cOUnry ISself-sufficient WIl ,n we ]on ito 
the society we se there are people who are selt-sulficient 3tlu it is only aboUt 
10% Most of them had earned unjustly We pay the labourers ahoul Rs 10/- to 
Rs 50/- How much ie has to spend on day's needs In addtion children s 
clothes, needs fr sickness, reCuiormoe than that The small peiple h;,e anidst 
agony 

A citizer. Kalawewa, Anurathapura. 07.05.91 

Iam not talking against the government. All in power MPs and the Ministers say 
that will look into our needs, they wiIl provide electricity, make roads etc But 
finally nothing happens 

A citizen - Kalawewa. 07.05.91 

One drawback is the absence of facilities for higher education in villages. Not 
a single child has receive a higher education. Even our parents did not think 
such a time will come with environmental problems. I do not know whether it is 
because of ignorance or through negligence, these villages are educationally
backward. People think about jobs. To say the truth, there are no people in 
villages with educiational qualifications to do such jobs. We do not know whether 
it is the mistake of the parents or the children. This is the crux of the matter 
There are jobs in the police force and in the army Except for those, still there 
hasn't been any one who has got a higher job. 
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A citizen - Hunnasgiriya, Bambaragala area 23.05.91 

Recently, the up-country, village Rehabilitation commissioner came here. Inthat 
Medamanavakanda there are springs which never go dry. Itwas promised that 
a large tank would be built and water would be brought to the village Engineers 
came, demarcated the area and did the necessary things. But the Gam Udawa 
Work continued and not the tank construction work If that work was completed 
about 5000 people would have got water. People would not have clamoured 
for jobs There are paddy season About 60 acres of paddy lands are left 
uncultivated They are not cultivated in both seasons 

A citizen -Galahitiya, Malkawa -27.05.91 

Teachers come to the schools here from far off areas They serve only a very 
limited time Because of the transfer of leachers, the education of the children 
is completely crippled No leacher continues in these schools for over five 
years When they come here they have to v.ork out transfers because those are 
diffiCuIt areas This is whal has happened to schools First of all the education 
in schools SIioL)IC be bellered It has to be done wilh Government intervention 
I he.e cro,,d r,., to he pvgi b-t hr edlicat iiiir)-e , rcS are more con­
Cer~reo ii O:;~:it 


A citizen- Galahitiya, Malkawa .27.05/91 

Galaht,;,.i ha:; n:) school and the village childr n art-, cc mpelled to go to schools 
at distant places No transport facilities are available and they have to go on 
fool They have to face considerable inconveniences The bridges and culverts 
are not maintained ,,vell There is aSome children have to wade across rivers 
boat at the ferry but at times the boatman is not available 

A citizen - Morawaka, Kotapola - 26.05.91 

Oues As you think what are the shortcomings in this village ? 

Answ Here we don't have health or educational facilities at all The 
children have a school but no teachers. There are 11 teachers 
inclusive of volunteers for classes up to 10th standard. About 700 
students are on roll 

OLies When they complete the 10th standard where do they go next? 

Answ Next they have to go to Meegahalenna If they want to go to a place 
like a central college Oh! God' it is about 25 miles. the up and sown 
:rip costs Rs 40/= each Sometimes there are no buses Otherwise 
they have to go to the Neluwa Maha Vidyalaya (school). 

107 

http:26.05.91
http:27.05.91
http:23.05.91


A Citizen - Mahaweli 'H' Area - 22.05.91 

A different way of living emerge within the Mahaweli life pattern. It did not 
happen in keeping with our country or our culture. The old customs an manners 
that prevailed in the old villages are not diservable here. We accept the fact 
that Mahaweli project is a national asset which cost billions of rupees. If we use 
it without proper awareness destructions follows. Then it is more a disaster than 
development. When different sections of the population are settled, according 
to my view, they should be inculcated with a feeling of our nations, our culture 
and our religion They should be equipped with the convictions that we should 
shun evil This awareness has not been given. It is difficult to get that. Now they 
have to resort to legal measures 

A citizen - Pahala Mirahawatta, Bandarawela - 26.05.'91 

Ican remember the general elections in 1960s The people. irrespective of the 
fact whether they were UNPers or SLFPers gathered at a place where there 
was a radio to listen to the results When the UNP won. along wilh the ,.,inner 
the others fred crackers There ,,as SLY'lh communiOn at that time WNna: 
happer 

now ? he IPr s gather at ore place and the SlFPers a! anolher place The', 
talk about assault ug lhe oppoi :r, People- liave fallen :-)wn to such lower 
dleptlt,-

A Farmer Mahaweli 'H' area - 22.05.91 

Drunkenness is the major culprit There is a tavern at Ganewa, close to this 
viltage I hear that ina couple of days one will be set up here also Every two c" 
three mile a naw tavern has come up In one way the government in tends I. 

rid the people of their addiction to illicit liquor In the other who do away will, 

the itlicit hlquor brewers This is a task impossible Now people take both the 
illicit and the licit It is true that the Mahaweli project brought a new way of lhie 
But it ha- turn more to the bad of the country than good 

A citizen - Peoples' Consultation, Kollupitiya - 03.12.91 

There are loopholes in the law It is alleged that I can prosecute only when I air 
affected by the environment According to the law in Sri Lanka, offender is mow' 
powerful When Mahaweli water is taken to Trincomalle the farmers in betwee 
suffer without a drop of water. Our way is from the wrong to the right. Even ft 
a trivial affair, a penal code is resorted to. Laws affect the major offences le,:' 
They should be (liven punishments that prevailed during the time of ancie, 
kings Pollution of environmeat means pollution of the human mind. 
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A citizen - Hanguranketa, Rikillagaskada - 14.05.191 

Iam Madurasinghe This area isRikillaaaskada in the Hanguranketa electorate 
Most of the people have been here for [the last 20-40 years Still they do not own 
the place !hey sit on If they don't have a source of income 'hey have to resort 
to the clearing of the forest Recently. about five years back a community forest 
development protect got under way What did itdo ?They got down poor people 
from the villages and gave them half an acre each Having done so what did 
they do ?They distributed terpenline plants Now there are trees, girth of which 
cannot be even encircled by Iwo arms How many such trees have been cut 
down by people for ther Use '? Of what Use it is for the person who planted i 
Not even a price itfuelwood Even the person who cuL tie tree isnot allowed 
to touch a piece Gier people steallthily cut and remove these trees Those are 
things that have been done by the farmers for over five years They took their 
children to lie .vork place. ld ha'id Ihero unider the sthade of trees till lhey 
worked Tht'%, pint hioce tip iot ,,rncirinq thir neal!: Scorne tilo not even a 
Slice of diididl P.'rP lii OltI in:1ii ,( ) row 'l ii( ' ()")r l, trit, in,, 
1 ,:',, dur ,i h::.>1 , .. i rln n. rt- !;( e,(:conc p ,ri- , I 'r jf,,-,r their 0e tirn 
a Ich the c J t -A 'If t . ' h' r. ,' , : ,'. nri,-y an I tak,, 

if tIne pers!)i .' grt , tit- Iri, ';t , .. '.,rl pHt p';
 
oars iS H tily we II'') ptil'r a comlriunity hal'
IViWhereRi' ' 

; I ( i cu!4 from their laind:I asked tirei r;,r v., , i nl; ( t n ..: . a 
The; said tlr-,tt rO: ' -. s dj i theyli y i o.,, r i rad brougW 
them up They Warried rIe : .', 10 tOite GO- rT S ,:,daka H s advice ,Vas to cu: 
a tree if the Iindov, n'r', , ii[:i' tfin e . ? Onevh. ,, i implication 
fIas planted tie tre.'- or Ii ''li'' ,itti hr n It is a meritorious deedi 
it is pOSSmh: to re.rlulari -, i :l* fip if e;r', s who nave lived here forI,'n'' ranottirr 

20-40 years Ttle. ,Arlplirit i ,tre, i )r-f-rtjt tre:e or art arrange plant in 
their block ofind,ncl i.Itwn. 0,y lrr, ht iI. t r own 

A farmer - Matale -20.07.91 

There are several paddy land owrnurs here First they had a tax system under 
which they had to pay Rs 10/= or Rs 15/= This increased to Rs. 150/=, Rs.200/= 
and to Rs 300/= Since of late the amount increased ranges Rs.3000/= 
Rs 6000/7 and even Rs 10 000/- and Rs 15 000/= Ifthe nioney is not paia 
they are asked to leave If iil noill er isallowt: to pay tihe morey arid acquire 
the land Sonie people have nu way to pay Some refluse to pay Some people 
pay either taking nioney on credit Or fly selling their cattle or the sewing 
rnr chiriie 

A citizen - Meeting at Sarvodaya Centre, Matara - 11.08.91 

The tourist industry has badly hit the local arts and crafts The local dancing in 
the South, the 18 sanni dances ( mask ) are very famous What has happened 
today is thait locallllI cancing have put up touristthose who know nolhng of 
hotels arid present dances songs and musical shows in the name of locat 
traditional dancing 
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Priest B3alantota, 25.05.91SChief, 

Th'Vu~eeaeintere sted only i9 gemming. The money earned is not 
on liquor and vices and do not rea

beneficially invested They, waste that 
re rampant in Ratnapura noW and also any. conomic ga!in. Houses of ill fame 


gambling dens and clubs.
 

Gathering Kurenegata
'A. citizen K1tPeopolaPples' 

ourThe first problem we face as, parents is the employment, problem of 
offsprings. Here we now have the third generation. They all sit on the 3 acre'. 

go out of the village having obtained 
. nd, the father got. Only about 10% 

employment or having joined the armed forces. Others hand around in the
 

village with no, proper way of living.
 

from a three wheeler driver, BambalapitiyaA statement 
* 14.12.'91 

has completely deter iorated today. When cases are being heard people:Law 
are killed incourt premis. This happens because of the loopholes inthe law. 

*Police officers are involv,,d murders, looting, rape and get ;tito court cases. It 
the law makers are such ,'how can justice be administered inthe country. 

A woman -Sedawi/thupura, Colombo 05.1 2.91 

Floods submerge these. Then we have nowhere to go. The flood reliefs given :j, 

by the Government are looted by the big people. Even the food stuffs are.givenk;. 

to those who are friendly with them. 

Colombo . 05.12.'91 ,A woman -Sedawathupura, 

* 	 There management isonly by word of mouth. Law isuseless. Nothing can be. 

done without political support.I 

" 05.12.'91A youth .,Sedawathupura, Colombo 

The heavy flood in 1989 inundated our area. Water flowed above our roof. We 

got nothing. During electio6'tmes various people come, suggesting kinships 
. .which are non-existent.. 
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A citizenr Rikillagaskada, Hanguranketa. 91 05-14 

~$~~':':'i>~We. were. deprived "of 'our labour rights, Tl)e~e were privileges to be employed
by 6abo;rer, We did not get any of those Even the rooms of that lines have 
acquired by the Land Reform Authority. Gel us at least the ownership of those 
rooms. Asthe Governmt Agentsays they do not belongeto the Land Reform 
Authority, We have informed these problemsltb the MPs and the Ministers, So 
we have no ownership to thelines Lands have been given but people can't 
reside there. The government has given instruictions to the' villagers that the, 
government will take over the lands where people are hiot settled. When these ~ 

borders of the highland. Fields worked by tenant farmers for long periods have 
been distribted to the others. Whenwe presented matters to the surveyors;, 
they said that itwas a plan drawn up in 1961 and in that plan these lands were 
highlands, They admit that the paddy lands border highlands but they are 
helpless. But the people want to protect their rights and they have already gone 
to the Land Reform Authority and made paynents for these paddy lands We 
await the deeds. But at every place it is said that we won't get the deeds. 

A Buddhist Priest- Meeting at the Hanguranketa 'Community 
Hall -14.05.91 

I wonder whether period frop 1990 to 2000 is the last decade to protect our 
people and our earth. We have fallen into such a tragedy. Over a long period 

Sof time we have seen in the papers, these landslides in the up country. Officers 
from Colombo specially make' reports on these slides and they are available 
there. But so far they have not been implemented. No tangible changes have 
come up. 

A citizen - Matotilla. Bandarawela- 91-07-27 ' 

Today the open economy has routed the co-operative movement. Implementing 
educational programmes on the co-op movement is of no use. When a pack ofrt 
fertilizer issold by a Tamil Trader at Rs. 100/-;, the co-operative of which we are 
members and has our shares and which is run with people's assistance, sells 
us the same pack at Rs. 110/-. We get no relief at all, Theco-op movement is 
q'Jppled because everything is managed by the government. Although it is said 
that, this is a 'people's movement. There is the Minister of Co-operatives; the 
commissioners. They are the people who run this. If they want to continue this 
movement with the people, they should know how to sell goods to the people 
under some concessionary scheme. However, we clamour it is useless. They 
run it, the way they want it. 

A Buddhist Priest - Bandarawela. 91-05.28 

Social decadence is visible everywhere. Casino, horse racing and scratch 
lotteries are ever on the increase. When some people go to the town to buy a 
few things and he keeps back only the travel fare back. He spends money on 
scratch lotteries and return empty handed. These are signs of utter social > 
degradation. 
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Dhrmapriya Samansiri. Passara, Badulla. 91-09-02 
Therelationshio between man and environment has lessened gradually andspecial efforts have to 6bnmade to protect'ihe environment,,Forest reserves

belong to' the government and iiU is' the duty of~ the department of forestconservation to protect therr The forests which are planted new do not belong,~to us. What we should do is to cut down trees as far as possible without being
caught. These attitudes have crept into the minds of the people in the area'over,a long period of time. One reason isgipyernment's disinterest inIher vilages'in ''such things. This should be corrected at least now." 

D l . Nandawathie. AlIanda- Badull ..91...01 

(From a letter) 
In the Allanda village area 

-­

there are 05 quaires belonging to private traders.People in the village earn for them. The villagers are always te victims o lhose'.
traders, Development wise our village is backward. Problems in our poor,
families are how to manager the breakfast, then the lunch and next tie dipner. 
Government officers come into the village only when elections are held. Thai isto get the votes. Politicians also come for that, They never come to settle theproblems of the villagers. So the Allanda Village is in darkness' even today'' 

III. Human Development and National Prosperity 

A Buddhist Priest. Pilagoda. 91.09.23 
The concept of the tank, dagaba, village and the temple is one of historic 
concepts. In village disputes, itwas the temple that had the leadership to bring 'Iabout a settlement. Attempting to solve this, by giving the pride of place to thetemple, means an attempt Io !estore peace, harmony and communion which
the old society had. " ' 

A citizen - Ampegama. Galhenkanda School. 91i09.09 
Katunayaka today is not a trade zone but a love zone. The same thing wilthappen to Koggala also in the future. Inthe south still there are girls who hnour'their respect and modesty. Iclaim that because of tlie Koggaa love zone.,would face disasters in the future. Those are short term solutions to theSunemployment problem. But on the other hand th'ings like etilture -adciviliza'
lion will be removed from us. Therefore the youth population in the countr have'
the right to think about that. We must take steps to protect our culture an 

:,.' A citizen' Sarvodaya. Matara. 9109-11 : -

The money labour and time utilized inthe implementation of development plansshould match with the results. The benefits should trickle down to the common
people. If merely a few are benefilted by it, it is not real development 
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A retired Principal- at Kalutara, Pulinathala Temple- 91-05-03 

Environment means our surroundings It shou:d improve To achieve that, [he 
economy, health and the morals of the people living therein should be pro­
moted Country's economy should be developed in terms of the environment 
in each area. 

Rev Sirisuguna- Kalutara- 91.05-03 

This is a country with a Buddhist discipline People are closely associated with 
religion and meditation They need not be told again as to how they should live 
in hormony with the environment Then why we have. to face environment 
problems ? It is becaLse of concept of development imporled from the west 
Clearly there is a conflict That is bel,v.'een our spiritual otlook' and that of the 
west 

A person from the area- Sarvodaya, Matara- 91-09.11 

Purchasing centers srhould he set up lo buy the prodiTSlc afer for the export 
market or for the local market Low-fuel Ovens can be iniinoduced ar; a collage 
ndus!r;y Tiu NGC s C'-1i Ifrovide the r ecessary tecll icr'i.y Ic n ove this asirpr 
a source of in(:ome The necessary technology should he avaiable to introduce 
an over which COnSUmes low fuel vood so hat we cari void cuwlin o trees 
excessively for ireoo and also defore-,staion 

Buddhist Priest - Rajanganaya. 22.05.91 

In the past village priest was the community leader There was the leadership 
of the elders The leacher was a leader There is no leadership to-day 
Leadership has slipped away from the temple It is neither there in the village 

Buddhist Priest - Mahaweli 'H' area - 22.05.91 

Our children can be taught our history In the schools at present only a surface 
knowledge in the Sinhala language is given A basic knowledge oi Buddhism 
can be Irparted Today, as a commercial product, the child is prepared for an 
examination The temple school does not limit the education only, to an exam 
He is given a knowledge in Buddhism and Ethics and is taught to respect his 
parents A disciplined crowd is brought up The priest who receives the temple 
education always contemplates of serving the society which feeds himr He does 
not depend only on alms The Buddhist priest is a very predominant personality 
in the society. He thinks it his duty to help make the canal, the road, to make 
family reunions and to help develop saving habits among the people. But the 
school education commercially oriented The recipient of such education only 
thinks of getting an employment and achieving his personal well being. In the 
temple education both the clergy and fhe laymen are infused with a feeling of 
serving the society 
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Now every village has 'clubs' to sell liquor. These places set up with Govern­
ment. Authority are not clubs but just taverns, whether an income from farming
is derived or not, a liquor addict cannot get rid of that habit. This is a great
disaster, no meeting or a religious event without a clash or a brawl. Elders
piests, teachers are not listened to In the past this was not so. Then, the priest 
was the village community leader Elders had a leadership Teachers were the 
leaders The religious leadership has slipped from the village 

A citizen - Matara - 11.08.91 

A large SLM of money is invested to rehabilitate the drug addicts and to treat 
the viclinm, of social diseases contracted from tourists I think the tourist industry 
is of no use 

A citizen - Matara - 11.08.91 
If t)olh .,boys and g retrain from sexual intercourse in keeping with our cultural 
tradilions aund if v.a. properly adhere to of tlheone precept five precepis In 
BUIlddhCi-Si AIl-iS can be prevented 

Ven. Viyaththuduwe Ariyawansa Thero Kala Oya Physician 
Priest - 22.05.91 

%ly leicl r ; t,I. h d up to 106 years Still the village people have their faith
in out , oi,,>i lhink medical sciencei hat western in better than the 
Sinfrat ridirie .r system of medicine has a cure for every disease To 
MrlalA v. vir .S',,-., it fever 

Ven. Nikahetiya -Thero Kandy Arts Theatre Hall . 21.07.191 
For nental development, the youths should have an environmental where they 
can develop their experiences 40 years have lapsed since we gained Inde­
pendenct I a stlll ye are entrapped by the colonial education system. When
 
that educaion has hil
us badly we have to see how our environment should be
 
developed Our basic education system needs reforms.
 

Swarnalatha Liyanarachchi - Pre School Matron, Galahitiya, 
Molkawa . 27.05.'91 

Child:en grow up in the home environment. When they come here it changes.
We leach them ,.vhal is Buddhism, what sort of people are parents, how we 
should COrl.jtuct ourselves, and how do we recite poetry etc. From their child­
hood, we train lheni not to litter tIhe compound, not to pluck leaves from trees 
unnecessarily and riot to get used to destructive impulses. As a child grows,
such knowledge too improves That helps in the interest of environmental 
development 
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Sister .Shantipura Catholic Ch urchi, Nuwaraeliya.23.07.'91' 

Itisthe obligation of the parents to prevent the children from reading unsutable 
newspapers' andfr&on 'iew£inT V.rograes not suitable~for~children. 
Educational: programmes are necessary to make ;he~parents and children 
aware about this , 

Chandra Siriwardena Meeting at the Colombo New Town Hall 

Here we should have an increased number of common vehicles Private 
vehicles should, decrease. What, has happened isthe1 reverse' The edlucation 
s stem has not been fashioned in a way to suit our country. An intellectual 

,. 

~upheaval isnecessary. 

A youth Kalawana Environment Circle 24.05.'91 

There are no employment opportuniiies in the village. Even ifthe edication is 
inthe village, we have to migrate to the cities seekingjobs They get used to 
the urban social setting. The value system, the virtues of the village have 
deteriorated. Commercialism invades the villages and the identity of the village 
is lost. When we love inavillage,values and virtues persist among most of the ­

village youths. Youths always haunt a place where there is a funeral. I don't 
think that there can be a such agathering in a city, because.thecial inter 
action in the city isnow deteriorated. One does not know one's neighbour. Bit 
we know everypne in the village. Sociallythe city life has worsened today. 

A citizen . Ampegama.Galhenkanda School.91,09.09 

Making coconut oil and metal breaking forthe roads are the industries that can 
be pursued inthese villages. Assistance is'given to these industries by private 
traders who improve themselves. Thiese projects can help solve theunemploy­
ment problem. They have to be planned and the people helped. The educated 
in this area are the poor..Theyrcannot just open up:an industry. They do ndt 
have the capital. Those are the reasons for the emergence of the unemployment 
problem. 

A citizen .MaduwaBatapitiya. 91.09.12 

Iffacilities are provided for such things as the handloor industry and ifsuch 
products have a market we can improve ourselves, If the govern.ment assis 
lance isforthcoming, such industries as making doormats and ekel brooms can 
be developed. 

A Young girl. Galahitiya, Malkawa. 9L1.05.27 <'", 

When agirl isaway from avillage to do a job, she has to do it amidst difficulties,'. 
Ifajob isavaiiable inthe village she can do itmore easily. Then she can attend 
to the cooking at home, go to the job and come backsafely to her pareiits t 
home, Such agirl can do ajob as sewing .It is agood self -employment that can 
improve the economic condition. 

'":, +-:-:+ +, ; ,*' '' t , I ,# P' ! .'+{ +:;' , ; +" : M-Ktw+'.-. ' "" 
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A Youth- Thalawa. Anuradhapura. 91-09-23 

We don't like Free Trade Zones. We don't need such a thing. In these zones 
people are persecuted What we want is not Free Trade Zones. What we want 
is capital, in introduction to the particular industry and a market for the products. 
In this way industries can be developed 
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