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As was done in May, a dialogue was initiated with'the people in order o get their views. During
this time the PCED had the opportunity to join various people’s campaig.is. * Joining the protest
crganised by people in Kalawana of the Sabaragamuwa province, aqainst the proposed Kukule
Fydropower Project, is one such experience. The time spent with the people in Kalawana going from
hause to house and Irom village to village. left an indelible mark in the minds of our team. The team
fraversed through the country for four months holding meetings in this manner.

Unlortunately, violence and war prevented the campaign from reaching the North and the East of
the country andto that extent the citizens’ report is not lully represxentative of the views of ali our people.
Yet, newspaper advertisernents calling for public representations did receive responses from these
areas and these have iormed par! and parcel of the public views that have been incorporated into the
citizens' report

In June 1991, Worldview International Foundation identifying the campaign as being unique
decided, to produce a video documentary on the process for the beaelit of the peoples of the world.
Pubhc meetings from July to September ware video taped by them  The docurnentary was released
with the report

The hve month icng challenging programme of public heanngs ended at Balangoda on 30
September, 1991, Publc testimony was recorded onto both audio and video tapes covering over 100
hours of audio tanes and about 40 hewrs of wideo tapes  Further. a greal volume of written public
opinions are availlable in our data archaves Al ihis testimony was then transcnbed adverbatim

Durng these hve months hundreas of rural development, peasant, fishery. labour, womens, youth
And rehigous voluntar 2 orgamsatons andg natonal. local, graseroot level environmental and develop-
ment NGOs and commilted nidwiduals helped PCED i many ways i gathenng public opinion
throughaout the country

n December 1991 Natural Resources on IFnvironmental Policy Project /international Resource
(MAREPARG) Group comnussioned PCLID to ranslate the collected public opimion into English and
orgainsed the matenal according o maor enviconmental topics - The dea was 1o dissaminate citizens
wicas oneraronmentabissues among HGOs. polcy and admanstrative people donor groups and other

decson makoers

The tanstated matenal were neet dovded into s mainassues Then they were further devided
mto mporant sub headmgs Thessues derving rom the opinion of the public were devided into
carblying wehich the editonal team toliwouid be obinterest 1o the decision headings of the country

AMter a nalmspection of the repan by NAREPPIRG, PCED completed this repoel, and submitted
copas 1o NAREPPIARG

The result ot ths effort, and the tanstated heanng recard presented here, should contnbute to a
belter undarstanding by decision maxers. environeniinal professionals, and othors, of the environeminal
needs of S banka's ciizens and the opporturibies to meet these needs

The recording and dissermimation of public views on the eavironiment by the Public Campaign on
Lnvironment have already gamned attenton, respect and importance among the policy making commu-
nity of Snilanka Creating PCHED as an NGO comman front, gong to the people 1o obtain their views on
enviconmental development, and preparng St lanka's first Ciizen's Report for UNCED (the Earth
Summet) was a chaltenging task Now, a mission which seemed 1o be impossible 1o many at that time
has been successiully acimeved by PCED for the aitzens of S Lanka

Uchita de Zoysa

Coordinator/Executive

Public Campaign on Environment and Development
271, Polhena Road

Kelaniya

St Lanka

Vil
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CITIZENS VIEWS ON ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN SRI LANKA
SUMMARY

Comments in this report on environmental and related social concerns come from citizens in
various walks of life. They illustrate findings in NAREPP's environmental awareness survey
of 4,000 urban and rural families in 1993, which found that environment was Sri Lankans’
foremost community concern, and that environmental problems of health, water pollution,
deforestation, solid waste, deforestation and so forth are widely recognized and deeply felt.

Policy makers, legislators, managers, researchers and journalists seeking to understand these
problems and perceptions can identify from this report some of the critical underlying policy
questions that need effective respones.  They include: how development can respond to socially
and environmentally sustainable improvements; how citizens can obtain better and more practical
environmental information; whether citizens might meet their long-term employment and income
needs with stronger legal rights o environmental resouices; how government and political
leaders can more effectively meet the daily needs of citizens for sustainable environmental
management; how governmental procedures could promote greater respect for law through equal
justice respecting environmental management; and how more decisions can devolve to cffective
local governments.

Citizen comments presented in this report have been organized in separate sections on Land,
Water, Fisherics and Coastal Resources, Forests, Mineral Resources, and Human Resources,
These comments are summarized below.

SECTION 1, LANDS

L.I. Traditional Agriculture: Traditional farming mixed with chena was simpler and more
satisfactory before, but farming still offers opportunities for self-help and self-employment,
despite its problems.

Farming costs are going up -- for seeds, fertilizers, and pesticides, the profits taken by middle
mien, needs for bank loans at high rates -- making traditional farming more risky and difficult.
Farmers lack the assistance of government extension services, subsidies for fertilizer, and other
relief services they once had. Farmers are poorer and more needy than the government seeins
to believe, and farming is not an economically viable carcer.

1.2 Commercial Crops: Loss of forests for tea, tobacco and other commercial crops has also
interfered with other traditional agriculture, such as palmyrah.  Cinnamon lands are getting
higher prices as building lots, and coconut yields are not as high as before.

1.3 New Comunercial Crops: Sugar cane production is driving out ihe *raditional farmer and
traditional food crops, tobacco is taking away water for paddy cultivation and destroying soils,
and gherkin is causing soil erosion and chemical soil poliution. Tobacco is known to be



environmentally harmful, but it can offer a more reliable return than cereals, Seeds for
commiercial crops, like pumpkin, ghurken, and onjons, are expensive, and extensive technical
assistance is needed to grow them.

L4 Fertiliser and Pesticides: Despite the increased use of insecticides and pesticides, there
seems to be an increase in disease and weeds. But farmers do not know the science behind the
usage of pesticides. They may be using more or less than the required amounts, with bad
results,

Farmers badly need advice from credible, disinterested agricultural agents, but they are all at
the mercy of the chemical salesmen and multi-national companies. Government extension agents
are not available to helip.

Traditional farming skills have been abandoned and are not remembered, as chemical and
fertilizer dependency and new crops have become common. Chemicals have apparently caused
myna birds, magpies, squirrels, to leave home gardens. Chemicals and fertilizers have harmed
ground water aid contaminated soils. Earthworms are not found in some areas.

1.5 Land Tenure: Parents have two basic concerns about their children: their need for
employment and for land. Unemployment and landlessness are problems for the parents too.
Land problems result from increased populatior, increasingly smaller tamily land plots, and
inequitable land distribution.

Annual land permits and other short-term permits for land create no incentive for investment in
lands by the user. Permanent land rights are essential. Landlessness is already a serious
problem, and lands given to the private sector should have been given to villages. Even 50
acres of lands given to a village would help.

Implementation of land laws favors the rich, those from Colombo, and those with political
influence over those who have cultivated and lived on the lands for years. The favored interests
can obtain and use well over 50 acres, including, in one case cited, encroachment on u00 acres
of forest land. Land lease payments under land reform laws have been improperly remitted, and
taxes for land use have been high. Despite payment of the high taxes, land title has not been
forthcoming.

1.6 Land Development: The word “development"” has bad connotations and should be replaced
with the word "improvement," and with policies directly intended to meet people’s most pressing
problems. Development being promoted by various organizations nceds to address problems of
garbage along streets, loss of trees, requirements for open space in urban areas, and the dangers
of creating desires for possessions that cannot be realized.



SECTION 2, WATER

2.1 Irrigation Projects: Citizens need water but lack understanding regarding how, by whom,
and under what criteria decisions are made about water allocation.

The Mahaweli scheme, like others project cited, created winners and  losers. The
Lunugamweherea Project, on the Kirindi Oya, suffered from inadequate planning, need to
protect catchment areas of dam projects.  Opposition to the Uma Oya Project was based in part
on fear of damage to ground water and streams and its greal cost,

2.2 Flood Control Peojects: The Ging Ganga Project was planned in Colombo or elsewhere
without consultation with farmers in the area or concern about local impacts.

The Nilwala Project harmed fishermen and others in lower areas of the river: waters are polluted
and garbage laden, and although it may protect against flooding it is bad for paddy farming.

2.3 Hydro Power Generation Projects: Some fear that the Kukule Ganga Project will cause
frequent carthslips, among other adverse impacts of the reservoir. (The ancient kings did not
build such tanks in the wet zone.) Others want to be sure to share in the henefits of electricity.
But who will benetit, who will not, and what will its impacts be?

The Samanalaweva Project is a failure; it resulted in loss of 2,800 acres of valuable forest,
viable paddy, and has caused wells *9 run dry.  Compensation for lost land has not been paid.

2.4 Water Management:  Citizens have many ideas about how 1o manage water and
watersheds better, including understanding of ancient, still valid, practices, such as construction
of small tanks and planting of indigenous trees instead of pinus. Proven practices are not being
heeded.

Surface water pollution is scrious and comes from all kinds of causes® the Beira Lake receives
pollution from everywhere, and surrounding slums suffer health problems; domestic waste
pollutes Negumbo Lagoon; liquid and solid waste from the Ekala industrial estates goes into
canals and wetlands; and Lunawa Lagoon is even dangerous to the touch. Pollution of rivers
results from cattle slaughter houses and waste from the cattle pens. There is a need and
opportunity to produce fertilizer from much of Sri Lanka's waste.

SECTION 3, FISHERIES AND COASTAL RESOURCES

3.1 Traditional Fishing and Over Fishing: Fishing risks are high, from costly damage to
nets, capsizing of boats, and volatile market prices. It is a difficult life. Dragnet fishing out
to 7 miles from the land causes serious over fishing; use of lights for night (light post) fishing
destroys traditional fishing in the south, but nothing is done about it. Freshwater fishing is now
prohibited or discouraged in tanks, yet once corporate societies promoted such fishing; pollution
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has eliminated fish that once lived in streams, books and tanks.

Tourism is spreading fast, but what good docs it bring? It scems to have corrupted youth and
destroyed culture. The art of traditional dancing, songs, and mask making has suftered, and
degraded dance, art and music are offered to meet the "low taste of tourists, "

SECTION 4, FORESTS

4.1 Deforestation:  The largest scale forest clearing is by the rich, the influential, the
politicians, and timber pirates. [legal poaching is condoned by the government. Forests in
Katnapura, Badulla, Monaragala, Galle, the Knuckles range -- these and others all suffer.
Feiling is done by large corporations, like the Palwatte Sugar Company, and the Timber
Corporation, and fer large projects like the Samanalaweva hydroelectric project.  Clearing also
comes from chena cultivation, although large trees may be spared, from cutting by people for
fuelwoad, and from bakeries.

4.2 Wild Life: When a sanctuary is created people living in the area have no way to earn a
living; they cannot take wood, graze cattle, or cultivate. Department of Wild Life officials gel
no public support tor enforcement. Wild animals, especially elephants, damage the settlements
that edge the protected areas. There are no buffers. Political intervention permits illegal timber
or wildlite poaching.

Because of the Palwatte Sugar Company hundreds of elephants were killed, among other grim
incidents.  Elephant damage is greater now because elephants have moved from many former
habnats. Guns are needed to chase them away, without killing them. Hundreds of houses have
been aestroyed, but the government has not helped.

4.3 Introduced species: Pinus planting, which began in the mid 1970s, has caused loss of water
from streams, loss of grassy undergrowth, tire hazards, Cashew, tamarine, and other species
should be grown instead of pinus, acacia, or eucalyptus. But "important” people decide to grow
these introduced species regardless of environmental im jacts.

It may be too late to grow local species where the pines have already destroyed the soils.

4.4 Biodiversity: The Singharaja, an ancient evergreen forest which receives two monsoons
and intermonsoon rains, is unique for its diversity and contributes nearly all plants used in-
Ayurvedic Medicine. The Rumassala mountain range near Galle has exotic natural beauty but
is being destroyed by tourist hotels.

4.5 Reforestation: People plant trees on “Tree Planting Day" but then forget about it. Trees
should be planted continuously, but they should be useful -- jak, coconut, breadfruit.
"Kumbuk," and "Karanda" are more useful than Mara trees, but they are now scarce.



The wrong kinds of trees are planted under government programs. Cashew cultivation
(Kurunegala) has been urged on us, but it is not successtul, and the only thing that takes place
18 an official event. The Forest Department's reforestation with acacia, pines and other trees
has harmed villages and tarmers.

Village forests are necessary == even small ones of 33 acres.  Maintenance of useful forests for
villagers could be supervised by priests. A community forestry project around Hanguranketha
Maha Vidyalaya with jak trees have been successtul, but it is threatencd by government land
distribution to influential peuple.

SECTION 5, MINERAL RESOURCES

5.1 Gem mining: Around Ratnapura 73 percent of the people engage in the gem business, but
gemming is unplanned, haphazard, and much of it is unregulated. Value added work 1s carried
out by foreigaers abroad, mostly in Bangkok, so Sri Lanka does not obtuin sufficient economic
return.  In Sn Lanka the government has yielded effective control of this state resource to
private companics, including foreien companies, and it is being wasted, legally and illegally.

Environmental abuse from gem mining is going unchecked - water pollution, unreclaimed gem
pits that breed mosquitoes and malaria, and abandoned paddy ficlds. Farmers have brought
much of this about themselves.

5.2 Graphite Mining:  Workers in these mines are underpaid and unprotected against
dangerous conditions of methane gas, fumes, and dangerous dust.

5.3 Rock Blasting:  Blasting in the quarry (at Kurunegalay had destroyed aquifers, damaged
children’s cars, and caused damage to houses and property.

5.4 Mineral Resource Management:  Unplanned limestone mining and lime kilns create
nuisances for residents.  Phosphate mining (A nuradhapura) creates health problems from dust
and harms the environment as well.

SECTION 6, HUMAN RESOURCES

6.1 Labour and Self-Employment: Low pay (Rs 50/day), lack of employment, lack of capital
to create self employment, and lack of training/facilities to improve skills, are major concerns.
Unemployment or low pay interferes with clildren’s ability to go to school when they must look
after their families. But also many youths with O and A level passes are without jobs.

New job opportunities are critical. The Koggala Free Trade Zone will offer employment, but
it will be important to have sound rules and regulations for worker health and job security.
There must also capital investment in Sri Lanka from these and other export businesses. They
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"attempt to maximize their profit,” and they should pay workers more.

6.2 Corruption and Social Degradation: Severe village problems come trom sack of health
facilitics, A-level teachers, and lack of skills to do the jobs that are available. During the
troubled times (1983-89) young men disappeared, 10-12 from Kotapola, Morawaka.

Government continues land policies that discourage land ownership, and it encourages planting
of trees people do not want and cannot use (turpentine) on land people do not own. Paddy
owners must pay increasing taxes but cannot pay.  Grama Niladharis protit on timber. Gam
Udawa work has proceeded when more employment benetits could come from work on tank
construction.  “Law is useless.” Itis "on the side of money. Justice is for the rich,” and "“it is
the poor who go to court.” “Nothing can be done without political support. "

“The tirst problem we face as parents is the employment ...of our offsprings (sic)." Three
generations “sit on the land the father got."

The Mahaweli project is a "national asset," but the population once settied must have a feeling
for nation, culture and religion. "D.unkenness is the major culprit,” with new taverns spreading
{(System "H"). '

Tourtsm hurts local crafts and arts.  Hotels present dancing and songs that is not traditional.

6.3 Human Development and National Prosperity: Traditional values offer answers to social
problems.  The traditional concepts of the tank, dagaba, village and temple gave peace and
harmony to the old society of Sri Lanka. Even today, "[t]his is a country with a Buddhist
discipline™ and people know they "...should live in harmony with the environment."

But traditional religious and cultural values are endangered. There is a conflict with the western
concept of development.  “Leadership has slipped away from the temple,” and "religious
leadership has slipped from the village.”  The value and virtues of e village have deteriorated.
"Commercialism invades the villages." School education is "commercially-oriented."

Tourism has brought AIDS, but if people lived with the five precepts in Buddhism AIDS can
be prevented.  People have lost faith in indigenous medicine, but it has “... a cure for every
disease.”

The Free Trade Zones -- Katunayaka today, Koggala tomorrow -- offer short-term solutions to
unemployment. They change patterns of life for young men and women and endanger culture
and civilization,



1. Lands

Traditional Agriculture

A citizen from the area- Monaragala-91.05-30

In the past here we mostly got lime and oranges. They are no more now. Cane
cultivation gives the people a better income.

Sadhadhananda -Smal. scale businessman- Monaragala- 91-05-30

Ques

Answ .

Ques -

Answ

Ques

Ansv/ .

What outlook does farming take in the Monaragala District?

Here vegetable growing i1s largely done In addition, shifting culti-
vation

What quantity of vegetable does this area supply?

Cannot say for certan We do farming mostly Sometimes crops fail
and at other imes they are a success The Monaragala District as
a whole supphes a considerable quantty of vegetables to the
country

What is the collection per week?

A considerable quantty But a larger guantity 1s bought by big
traders. We buy about two sacks

A woman - Minipuragama- Elahera- 91.05-22

Ques
Answ

Ques

Answ
Ques.:

Answ

Ques

Answ.:

Ques

Answ

Ques.:

Answ

Ques.:

Answ :

Whait 1s this village?

Minipuragama

You grow gingelly for one season in the year, 1sn't it so?
yes

In which months does that season fall?

In February

How much seed you broadcast lo get this harvest?
We do it in about 1/4 of an acre.

What will be income of this harvest?

Here there are about 1 1/2 or 2 bushels

How much it would fetch?

Now the prices are lower When we broadcast we got seeds at the
rate of Rs 30/- a kg Now we can give at about Rs.17/- a kg

Gingelly cultivation has no problems of water has it?

We do it under rain-fed conditions.
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Ques. Do you get rain in time?

Answ.: Yes. This time there's not much rain.
Ques.: These crops are called "Katusara“crops?
Answ. Yes
Ques.: These crops do not need government subsidies? Do they?
Answ.: No. People themselves do their work
Ques.: What work you do, if you get loans?
Answ.: If we get loans, we can do farming.
Ques.: What would you cultivate?
Answ.: Cereals
Ques.: What else?
Answ. We need chemicals and fertilizer
Ques.: is the land not fertile enougt.?
Answ.: Not enough

Ques: What fertilizer would you use?
Answ Chemical Ferlilizer and other chemicals.

Ratnasiri Pathirana. Thalammehera- Pannala- 91.08-20

This area comes under the Katugampola electorate in the Kurunegala District
in North-Western province. About 75% of the people in this alectorate live by
farming. Paddy, coconut, betel, and banana are the main crops. We dont e
enough water to do the paddy cuitivation in both seasons Yala and Mah:: R
waler is nat sufficient Today a situation has emerged where the paddy farers
cannot pursue therr farming aclivities. Coconut and betel growers face a
problem of a market to sell their products at a reasonable price

Environmental Solidarity Movement- Kurunegala- 91-12-10

(from a letter)

In a land of about 15 acres in extent, belonging to the Janatha Estate Deve:lop-
ment Board, near the Inter tropical rain forest at Kankariyamulla, within the
Pannala Divisional Secretary's region in the Katugampola electorate, a private
company has sel up a coconut faclory and the release of waste nto the tract
of fields nearby, has threatened lo destroy hundreds of acres of fields

This tract of fields belonginy to the villagers, Iriyagolla, Minuwangamuwa
Nedalgamuwa, and Kandanegedera is about 150 acres n extent This trac
which brought a very rich harvest in the area was cullivated in both seasons
Yala and Maha with water from a water course. To the farmers whose mainstay
is farming, this stream is an asset. With the setting up of the factory in the uj .z
region of the tract, there are signs that farmers are gong 1o be deprived (o
only of their living but also of their fertile earth, which is the heritage of the: tilka ¢
of soil.




A citizen - Pansiyagama- Kurunegala- 91-09-20

I don’t think that by pulting up a factory these people will give up their farming
and join the factory. All have been born with farming. Our hope is to live by
farming

A citizen - Kurunegala- 91.09-20

Agriculture cannol be eliminated. The person who wants to do it, will do it. It is
good. if with that, such things as business opporlunities are available.

A citizen - Pansiyagama- Kurunegala- 91-09-20

Cattle manure is good Ifitis available, it gives a better yield than that obtainable
by using chemical fertilizer We also can make manure by using leaves, straw
elc. But we have a lesser cattle pcpulation.

A citizen - Pansiyagama-91.09-20

The farmers in the past had a series of relief measurements: loans, fertilizer on
subsidy etc Allthese were gradually removed Even such organisations as the
Paddy Marketing Board were scrapped and aclivilies handed over to the
private sector State sponsorship is there Those who do trading win and enjoy
the friits

A citizen - Pansiyagama- 91-09-20

How can we do farming now? A mammoty coslts Rs 275/- A poor farmer has
to selt 2 1/2 bushels of paddy to buy a mammoty A bag of fertilizer costs
Rs 550/- By the ime we take it 1o the fields it would cost us about Rs.575/-. The
poor are alwaysin a ight corner They cannot come out of it On the other hand
all the farmers are ndebted 1o the banks

A citizen - Pansivagama- 91-09-20

A trader here, gives smali loans to the farmers who can afford to pay it back.
He is the person who decides the price here. We have 1o give him at his price.
iwever good our products are, he decides the price.

A citizen - Kalawana- 91-05-24

The lands which iook like fields on both sides of the road leading to this place
were really fields in the past. There was no proper irrigation system. When it
rained in those days, the streams and water courses were no lower down as to
day and when they vverflowed things could be adjusted Today the streams
are lower and it is difficult to get water to a farm. In those days when those waler
bodies were getting logged, people were not disinterested. At least a rubber
tree was planted Today those fields have become highlands. People like to do
farming. But there are difticulties in getling water. If proper irngation facilities
are there, | know that farming is better than growing lea
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A citizen - Kalawana- 91.05.24

The present lands have to be re-cultivated. They have become fallow. | don'l
think that these lands need a large scale irrigation scheme. If there are 20 acres
there are ways to get water for these 20 acres There are water courses, which
if properly developed can provide water for cultivation. Duringthe last the years
these have nct received the attention of the government. When the fields don't
get water they become logged with soil. So people put down something on
those lands.

A citizen - Ampegama- 91-09-07

With the improvement of ne » technology n our country new varieties of paddy
are produced at agricullural centers. They are send down 1o the farmers
Gradually our Iraditional varieties have disappeared. In the Galle district there
is not a single place where Kurakkan, Ahu and Meneri and grown In the past
they were grown in our villages They have gradually become extincl.

A farmer- Angunakolapelessa-91-09-10

In every cultivation season we transact business with the bank Every season
we lake loans and pay it back. We have 1o seltle the loans after seling the padd,
yield to the privale traders Now we have 10 go through innumerable: protlems
We have to torce the paddy on the traders. They refuse to buy. They advance
various reasons and attempt to down the price

Wijeratna- Mahaveli "H" area- 91-05.22

What we say 1s this. We all get loans from the banks and somehow marnpulate:
it. We have to pay it back We are not big-timers. We should keep that moniey
but we can't do it. We have a lot problems. Today labour hire charges and i
fertilizer prices are very high and these have 1o be paid. If we do no pay, the
next season s held up. because we can't get loans. | suppose you under stand
it

A citizen - Thalawa- Anuradhapura- 91-09.23

We did Chenas earlier. We mainly depended on Chenas for lving. because n
Ihe Maha season water is not there in the village tank to do paddy. (Tank) Before
Mahaweli introduced it was through Chena cultivation that people did well in
their life. :

A citizen - Karagahawewa- Thalawa- 91-09.23

In the North Central province water was scarce in the Yala cullivation season
People anticipated that they would get enough water in the Maha cultivauon
season. So people thought that if the Mahaveli Project developed they could
pursue ther cultivation These hopes have not been realised today Inthe past
as water was scarce,people did some limited cultivation in Yala |f they hact 10
acres they 05. They collectively divided the land among themselves and ic
the farming.
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A citizen - Kahatagasdigiliya- Anuradhapura- 91-08-24

As poor farmers we cannot live isolated from the environment. Destruction of
the environment affects the farmers most. When the soil becomes infertile, the
rich man sued Chemical fertilizer to enrich the soil When water is scarce. the
man who has money goes 1o the city and start some business activity But
cannot do that. We have to five by farming Jusl because water is scarce we
don't abandon our paddy fields. No water; no fields; but we have 1o live in lhe
village.

Ariyasinghe- Siyambalagaswewa- Circuit in May

We did rain-fed farming in the past Now the old tanks are filled with earth With
the shghtestrain tanks overflow No water remains in the tank Water enough to
do paddy farming does netretain in the tank Ran 10015 not quite enough what
1s lesser 1s the volume of water in the tank There are atout 100 acres of paddy
fields Water that the tank contains is not enough The tank has become a land

Ratnaweera- Kadawarawewa- Polonnaruwa- 91-05-07

Ques Is the yield of these fields not encugh?

Answ We gel a yield but not a good price

Ques How much does a bushel of paddy cost here?

Answ A bushel here s Rs 5/50 Government has ncreased it 1o Rs €/50

But still we haven tbeen able to sell st Hs 650 Hot a single farmer
has been able to do that

Ques How can the paddy cultivaton be unproved n s village? How
should it happen? isat accordmg to the say of the governmen?
What are your suggestions?

Answ . An arrangement can be made by the Farmers Organezaton in
consultaton with the farmers

Ques What sort of arrangement?

Answ Al the beginning of the season. ali can decided to cultivale

according to one method inone tract MNow one sows the seed while
another transplants To do the sowing and ploughing together We
cannot do that now. farmers have a lot of economic problems They
are a serious impediment (o the farmers Prices of fertilizer, imple-
ments and labour charges are high. Ploughing needs Rs.2000/- per
acre Fertilizer is Rs.498/- How can we do farming now?

Ques : Is there any farmer organisations in the village?

Answ.: There is

Ques.: What sort of things are done by the farmer organisations?

Answ.: Itattends to clearing of canals, making them properly and deciding
on the quantity of water

Ques.: Is it through that tarmer organization requests are made?

ANsw.: Yes. it takes action on things related to farming
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Farming practices of yesteryear are no ore today When we were children, we
can remember ucing cattlebones as fertilizer and cultvaung lields Things used
for fertilizing the earth and for insect control were not damaging There were no
tractors but buffaloes New things have come now We use tractors now. and
chemicalfertilizer and nsecticides too Allthese thirigs make the earth young(?)
After some time it becomes impossible to do paddy farming. In those days
officers from the department of agriculture came here and taught us how (o use
chemical lertihzer in the fields, to plough with the tractor, and to use the plough.
Today they say, chernicals are bad and they want us to use compost fertilizer

A farmer - Matale-91.05-23

Ques : What's your name?

Answ . Kamal

Ques You, put up at Paltegama?

Answ Yes

Ques Are you satisfied with farming?

Answ Yes

Ques Are all the youths doing farming?

Answ Yes. Even the employea do farming

Ques Do you havie less hopes of going 1o cities like Colombo to do a job,
M he neay winy”

Ancw We can earm mare here

Ques From farmung itself?

Answ Yes

Mudalihamy- Matale- 91.05.22

Ques Grandfather, In your ime you might have done cultivation Today's
farmmg was there then, 1sn't (1?

Answ In our ume we didn't have the cultivation we have today
Ques What dud you at that time?

Answ We did paddy farming and chena cultivation

Ques What crops were grown in the Chenas?

Answ kurakkan, Chilies, Maize, Gingelly etc

Cues Dict the crops suffer disease then, as they do now?
Answ In those aays there were 1) diseases

Ques To vegetables other crops?

Answ Flot Hont

Cues Dict you use chemical tertiizer then?

Answ Mo We used only cattle manure
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Ques.: You did not require the chemicals and fertilizer available for sale?

Answ.. We did not require anything.

Ques.: Did you get a good yield?

Answ. What are you talking? We had a good crop.

Ques Isn't the harvest iesser than that at that time?

Answ if we don't use chemical fertilizer and insecticides we get a lesser
harvest

Ques Can't we do without these imported fertilizer and chemicals and
resort to the farming practices we had earlier?

Answ. We cannot do now Those paddy vaneties ae no more available.

Ques How did those seed paddy disappear?

Answ Because of these new projects

Ques Who has started thess new projects?

Answ The paddy providea by the government The department of agri-
culture replaced the oid vanicties with new

Ques What were the reasons those officers adduced to introduce new
paddy varieties?

Answ. They said that it was for a better yield

Ques A better yield was re jared to feed more moutns By trying to do so,

don’t you have 1o spend o sizeable share of your income on
chemical fertilizer ang nsecticides?

ANnsw We have 1o
Ques Are you satisfizd with the profits?
Answ No It a loss Only a small share s left

A farmer- Bandarawela- 91.05-23

In the past we did farming without using chemical fertilizer The sinhala tarmer
had cattle-neat catlle and buffalces For paddy cultivation hulfaloes were used
as draught power Catlle manure turns to fertiizer for the field. In those days
rransplanting was not done Paddy was sown The Japanese method of
transplanting was mtreduced recently With that people started using chemical
fettiizer

A member- Meo Synthasis Research Centre- Bandarawela-
91-05-29

Farmers who did well in farming, before fertilizer prices were increased in 1989,
have given up their farming They say they cannot do farming because of the
ncreased pnces ol fertiizer They now work as labourers infarms of rich people.
This 1s a iving example in this area tis both an environmentat problem and an
economic problem of the people
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A farmer- Pahala Mirahawatta- Bandarawela- 91-05-29

All of a sudden fertilizer price increases are announced We cannot bear such
increases. We aon't show it. We cover ourselves with a piece of cloth as we
cannol go naked along the road. We just survive as human beings. There are
things at the market and we say lhat we are self supporting but we rnust have
money lo buy those. Whatever 1s imported, and how much is available in
Colombo do not matter to us Money is what is necessary to purchase those
stuff If the crop if a farmer 1s to be destioyed either by excess rain or by a
disease, that is the end of thal farmer

A farmer- Bandarawela- 91-05.29

Fertilizer is now used according to the new method. In this way vegelables are
grown 10 one cultivation season. Afler thal the paddy cultivation. Here there 1s
a smallanicut from which we take water. When there is rain there is a liltle water
in the event of a drought, the paddy crop is parched There's not a drop of
water

Dissanayake- Diganatenna- 21.05.29

Ques What are your views about lenant cultivation?

Answ We have the problem of water The irmigation scheme affects this
AIea mnst

Ques What sbould be done about that?

Answ Anmigation scheme should get under way with government assis-
tance Farmers nave no probilem about empioyment Here all are

farmers The government should not worry about their employment
problem If anngation scheme s arranged  their unemployment
problents settled Al these are people who hive by farming

Chandrasena- Bandarawela- 91.05.29

tdotarming. From my birth | have been living at Mirahawatta. From the days of
our childhood, we mherited farming from our parents. Mostly we do vegetable
cultvation Paddy 1s done, in addition It s done once a year For the mest part
we giow cabbages. beans, potatoes, carrot and beet-root

Asilin Dissayanake- Bandarawela

Small tarmers have no facilties for their farming We face problems of gelting
fertihizer, credit and problems of marketing our producls

A farmer - Pansiyagama, Madahapoia,Kurunegaia - 09.20.'91

There 1s no relationship between us, the farmers and our national level agro-
scientists They only plan The farming activibes can be bettered if they
co-operate with the farmer listening (o the practical experiences of the farmers.

Atarmer - Pansiyagama, Madahapola, Kurunegale - 09 20 '91
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The farmer today greatly differs from his counterpart of the past.The farmer in
the pas! had everything he wanted. Farmer today is a person who turns out
rade products.

A farmer - Pansiyagama, Madahapola, Kurunegala - 09.20.'91

There were a lot of cattle here. Now there are paddy fields where a cattle has
never trodden. Nothing can be done to these fields. Some have a couple of
bulls. Some have none. Alt are now used to tractors. Even the man who has
cattle them and purchase a lractor

Firstly, if we get rid of these chemical fertilizers, people will then get used to our
natural manure

Udaya Liyanage - Mirahawatta, Bandarawela - 29.09.'91

ltis said that Uma oya is (o the diverted to Kiridi oya through a tunnal On a
rainy day. a person on the bank of a rivers can see the quantity of mud floating
in the water If this area s dammed, this mass of mud gets deposited on the
bottom of the reservor Before long the reservor will be filled with mud

People did notlearn farming from another They have the knowledge gathered
fromulling tne soilfor a long time Thay know the time of the wind andrain They
are now tar removed from this earth Therr ethics, the cultural herntage aind the
human nights all hava been eroded Then such people become the wretched
of the earth

A farmer - Diganatenna - 29.05.'91

Now we use fertihzer in cultivation, in cne season the vegetables and n the
other, paddy We get water from the anicut, but only when thereisrain We don't
have tngahon We do ranfed farming. But we have to pay acreage lax

Disanayaka - Diganatenna, Bandarawela -29.05.'91

Paddy thrived for about four years In the past people did not make the springs
dry up There were natural springs. They did not cultivate on a large scale when
econormic problems ermerged they started vegetable growing o earn money
They dug the springs deep to get water So springs dried up

W.H.Siripala, a farmer - Siyambalagaswewa - Anuradhapura -
22.05.91

Ralapanawewa, Siyambalagaswewa and Palugaswewa (wewa = tank) were in
aruined state. The villagers got together repaired the dams and rehabilitated
the tanks. We made the canals to feed the paddy lands and high lands |
dammed a stream which runs by the side of my land and put up a smal! tank
Now | can cultivate in both seasons
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Ven. Wiyanthuduwe Ariyawansa Thero - Rajanganaya Kalaoya
Priest, Physician - 22.05.91

Today the radio and the press give publicity that the country is self-sufficient.
An insight to the society reveals the truth. Not that thete are people who have
earned something. Most of the people live from hard lo moulth. A day's earning
is just enough for the day. Where is a saving ? It is only if they get waler in time
for the season's paddy cultivation, that people can be a little better off

A citizen - Village gathering - Viharapalugama - 22.05.9%1 -
Punchali Ariyasinghe, Keerthipala, P.G. Menike and others -
Anuradhapura - 22.05.91

We in the seven villages descend from the generation of Prince Bodhigupta
who came here when the Sri Lanka Bo tree ( the sacred Bo tree) was broughl
down We ve on our own efforts. We do rainfed farming and have no irrigation
faciliies in our villages We told the Minister to make some arrangements for us
to get water from the water course in the village. We informed this to the chief
Priest of Ihe eight sacred places So far nothing has happened.

A citizen Meeting of People's representatives - Kurunegala
-20.09.'91

Traditionally we do paddy tarming and subsidiary food crops. What does the
Government give us ? Bank loans at 12% interest. Only a few can get even that.

Tea grow=15 are giver. viustance in tens and thousands (Rs) The actities of
companies such as Nesath: have enough ad. Without providing us. the paddy
growers even with the tle: water we warl, we are charged the water tax (

mainienance and operaton charges |

Ifwe nsure the crop and prove crop damages we get some meagre indemnity.
If not we don't get even that Does the Government have a programme to
preserve the envirconment 7 Really no If the Government wants to protect
farming, ihe environment 15 lefl deliberately to be destroyed, how can farming
be pursued ?

No one does farming willingly They do it since they have else to do. Farming
is not an economically viable career

Aquestion arises whether there1s a connection between the increasing insects,
the weeds and the production of new chemicals. Insects did not proliferate in
the past at such increasing speed There were no weeds [t was after those

chemicals were introduced that such plagues emerged. Ve talk about what we
see

A Farmer - Pansiyagama - Madahapola, Kurunegala - 20.09.'91

Even if we get water from the wells sunk in the absence of rain waler or tank
waler. the expenses on chemicals and seeds are beyond our means. Without
using chemicals and feriizer nothing can be grown. Earlier we only planted a
tree or seeds and did not use any fertihzer at all
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In those days, we prepared our own seeds. Today it is not so. Onions, chillies,
potatoe, tobacco and all are cultivated according to the instructions of various
companies. They don't like the seeds to be made here in Sri Lanka. Seeds for
tobacco was brought by the tobacco company. When the planted onion seeds
do not grow. they send tobacco plants They ask us to grow tobacco saying
that onion seeds have not been good Such a programme prevailed in the
Dambulla area in the past.

D. Seneviratne - Bulatsinhala, Galahitiya - 27.05.'91

Today an ordinary man can not do farming. How can one purchase the new
paddy seeds, chemical ferthzer and other chemicals without a hig sum of
money 7 After sowing the paddy land, having got the seed paddy with difficulty,
we then come across the problem of fertiizer. Today 50 kg of fertilizer cosl
Rs 500/=

Farmers' Meeting - Hanguranketha, Rikillagaskada - 15.05.'91

Despite the cultivation of vegetables at & heavy expense, there was no return
to the investiment because of the scarcit/ of water The littie water we have is
what flows down these mountains When there is water farming prospers But
water 15 scarce for most of the: me Madugawela tank completely ran dry last
year tor want of rain Rain s less because rany clouds do not persist The trees
and creepers are destroyed now The telling of trees near the streams on
montane lands contnbuted 1o cocreasng ramfall and dnedd up sprngs which
fed car fands Meanwhile after thaese new reas were grown { eucaliplus pine )
ever the few sprngs avanlable have beqgun to dry up

Abayakoon Banda, a farmer - Rikillagaskada

Farming 1s an independent care2r This is the career we have inherited from
ouranceslors Ihavelen childrenwhohelpmeinmyfarm | domy own manuring
and even the work on the threstiung floor

A famrer - Bandarawela - 28.07.91

Farrning has no future When the fertilizer prices increase day by day no one
can do farming Only the monied people can do large scale farming. No
orchnary farmer can plant measures of seed beans except a handful. Fertilizer
prices are unbearable We are small farmers. Only a large scale farmer can do
this. He only can bear the expenses

A farmer - Diganatenna, Bandarawela - 28.07.91

Our major problem s scarcity of water. If we are provided with water at
Government cost, it 1s not necessary 1o find employments for us.

17


http:28.07.91
http:28.07.91

A farmer - in a tract of field, Angunakolapelassa - 10.09.'91

We have to take a loan to do our cultivation. Once the harvesting is done selling
is rather difficult. When we after the harvest (o the Iraders they create numerous
problems. They get our crop at rock-bottom prices and we repay the Bank loans
with that money.

Once the loans are settied we are left penniless.

Kamal - Matale, Laggala Pallegama - 20.07.91

Paucity of officers is a problem for the farmers. There is encugh water If there
is less water, at least a motor can be used But when the crop is attacked by
insects there is no one to give us advice as to whal chemical should be used.
All sorts of chemicals are tried out until the money on hand is all exhausted.

Mudalihamy - Pallegama - 20.07.91

In those days we cultivated chenas and grew paddy In the chenas Kurakkan,
chillies, maize elc were mostly grown Then the vegelables were not prone to
diseases. Chemicals and fertiizer were not required We have now grown the
high yielding paddy varieties discarding the traditional vanieties But they are
not resistant to diseases

Ven. Maraluwawe Gunananda Thero - Mahaweli "H" area -
22.05.91

Before the Mahawell project got under way, the farmers here ived by chena
culivation. Under the project. the farmers commenced ther farming in terms of
a certan system. The problem 15 the farmers cannot do ther farming the way
they want It has to be according to the needs of the officers When the farmers
can grow chillies they are asked to do B-onions When they can do B-onions
the officers want them to do paddy Seeds are very espensive Marketing the
productsis no easy task The middlemen carry the crop at rock-bottom prices

A farmer - Mahaweli "H" area - 22.05.91

Water waste is due o wrong water control. Water management leaves much to
be desired. Half of the water 1s wasted Because of these water shortages we
cannot get a good income from the tract of fields

A villager - Rajanganaya - 22.05.91

There is a small water course down here for us 1o get water If an arrangement
Is made to get water from this, a number of acres can be cultivated.

Seneviratna - Rajanganaya - 22.05.91

We do cultivation only in the Maha season There 1s no rain in the Yala season
Then the water level in the tank drops down and we cannot do any cultivation
If an arrangement 1s there 10 get water both seasons can be cultivated
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A villager - Kalawewa - 22.05.91

We get water only in the Maha season Waler is released for 15 days, 20 days
and now for 14 days. With water for 14 days we cannot do our farming number
of days are decided by the higher officers of the Mahawels

During the Vesak and Poson seasons all the waler in Kala wewa is released to
the tanks at Anuradhapura. It is for the benefits of the pigrnims That is why the
tank has run dry. Therefore the farmers are in trouble

A farmer - Bambaragama , Bandarawela - 29.05.'91

The lobacco processors for the Ceylon Tobacco Company, brick makers and
tile makers and bakery owners who awn kilns cut down the trees around tnese
tanks In dry penods the smalltanks run dry in two weeks In droughts, they are
like playgrounds. in Puwakpitiya where | lived earher there are 4 tanks Both
seasons can be cuitivated Now not even one season can be cultivated. People
live close to the tanks They plan large reservoirs and are not concerned about
the farmers

A farmer group with Ratnayaka - Devala Deniyagama - 20.07.91

The vegetables we grow can be given only to the Department of Agriculture
The rest is given 1o cattle or just thrown away There s no sale The vehicles
don'tcome as the roachis bad The vehiclzs conmie 1o that side of Elehera They
dont come to this area through the Rattata rons They dont ke to get therr
vehicles damaged '

A citizen from Pahala Mirahawatta, Bandarawela - 28.07.91

There 1s no way to get the maximum use of the village resources We get no
co-operation from the Government We cultivate vegetables but we have no
avenues for sale Lorres stop at vancus places and drop down some sacks
We have 10 give the vegetables at the prices they delernine We don't get a
reasonable price Fertihizers are not reasonably priced

A group of farmers - Hakgala, Nuwara Eliya - 26.07.'91

The small farmers face marketing problems They get our products al prices
below the markel prices. It the market price 1s Rs 30/= we are are offered
Rs.10/=. Between the farmer and the consumer there are about four middlemen
seekings profits. They gel ihe price reduced. We become helpless. If a
Governmenl guaranteed price is there for our products this does not happen.
if a guaranteed price scheme is there collection centres will corne up, where
we can sell our products

Villager - Karagahawewa, Anuradhapura - 25.09.'91
Ques Do you hke to give up farming ?

Answ. No! No! We will not give up cutivation. With farming we should have
another self-employment which we can improve along with farming.
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A villager - Devale Deniyagama - Matale - 20.07.91
Ques.: Do young people, those who are educated pursue farming?

Answ. Even if we are educated we do not give up cultivation About 90%
of the employed people do farming here

A farmer - Sarvoodaya Centre, Matara - 11.09.'91

A tarmer here produced his own seed onions and did the cultivation It was
successtul. Chemicals and fertilizers are not necessary.

A farmer - Diganatenna - 28.07.91

if a irrigation scheme 1s ntroduced with Government assistance there will be
no unemployment problem here All these people hive by farming

A farmer - Angunakolapelassa - 10.09.'91

One cw! of fertitizer whuch cost Rs 150/= a few days back now costs Rs 510/=.
Water is released in imiled quantibes When tractors are used, we have 1o pay
different charges Chemicals nvol= alarge expenditure, During the harvesting
time the private fraders stop purchasing paddy iney 2xploitus. s a strategy
10 lower the price: Later they purchase pocdy at rock-bottom prices

A farmer - Angunakolapelassa - 10.09.'91

Every seascs we ransac wuonde s ath the Banks Everv season we get loans
and pay back We pay pace the loans after seiing the paddy to the private
traders We have to sell them our product with a ot of ditficulty. Sometime:s we
offer them and they refuse

D.M. Abeyratna - Polonnaruwa - 22.06.'91
(Excerpt from a letter)

Peopleinthis area are farmers by tirth Now about 40 famihes own paddy lands
Allthe others feed ther families by growing subsidiary food crops in one season
of the year under rain-fed condibons These people have become despaired
because they don't have paddy lands with necessary irngation facilities

A farmer - Matale, Bambaragahawatta - 05.07.'91

We have 10 do farming. We cannot do without it. Manual labour brings in only
Rs.70/= Today afamily needs about Rs.5000/= at least. Food and clothing are:
required Can we do all these with Rs 70/= ? If these two small tanks are made:
for us 10 get water and if we have a piece of land to cultivate that's enough
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A farmer - Pahala Mirahawatta, Bisadarawela - 29.05.'91

The cost of one cwt. of seed potatoes has risen to Rs.3,500/=. To cultivate one
cwl. of potatoes today, a farmer has either 1o mortgage his paddy land or the
jewellery he has. They have 1o be pawned at the Bank to gel money for
cultivation

A farmer - Bandarawela - 29.05.91

There 1s no other segment of population in this country than the farmers who
suffer. How can they purchase a packet of fertilizer? They contemplate over-
night over these things. They cannot sleep peacelfully and undergo untold
suffering

A farmer - Bandarawela - 29.05.91

Farmers go through a senes of difficulties and send the vegetables to the
marke! The middlemen make capital one of it Farmer gets only a small share.
ftis because of these httle men that vegetabies have gone up in price

M. M. J. Wijeratne - Dehewwa - Matale - 20.07.91

Just because that they are in Mahaweli, farmers do not differ Some farmers
earn than those who work using Mahaweli water The man who has 2 5 acres,
sometimes has no paddy for his consumption But one who has no land and
does nothing has paddy for the whole year We don t have 2.5 acres we sink
cultivation wells 1o do our farming We cultivate the Yala Maha and the Mid
season Atthe time of harvesting paddy pnces ane lower \We have the products
but not a marketable phce:

A citizen - Kandy Arts Theatre Hall - 21.07.'91

We impose rules and regulations asking people not to do shifting cultivation.
But they have no way of living They have to be given some sort of relief or
provided with water Our parents did shifting cultivation in the past. But now we
know the repercussions of shifing cultivation: There are 10,000 cardaman
farmers in the Knuckle's range. If they are removed, they have no way of living.

commercial Crops

W Piyal Harischandra- Kalawana- 91-09-23

Kalawana area alone produces about 100,000 Kg of green tea leaf per day
amounting 1o 3 m kg per month. Every year around 300 new acres are added.
At the rate tea is grown here, lale Mr Ranjan Wijeratna, when he was the
Chairman of the Agriculiure Development Authority had said that one day
Kalawana area would become on tea estate
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A citizen- kalawana- 91-05.24

If the government provides subsidies for the tea cultivation in the Kalawana
area, it can be improved well. But some rules did not allow this to happen. When
money came into the hands of our people, they fell jealous. In this Ratnapura
area, Madalagama, Colony, Gawaragiriya came to be well developed The
officers who came in recent times recommended to the government that the
tea growing in the Kalawana area was unsuccessful

Welikala- Kalawana-91.05-24

Local scientists say that if we grow tea in this way using Chemicai Fertilizers we
can do that only upto 20-25 years, and thereafter the lands will become so
infertile that we will nol be able to put down any crop They have found out that
the quantity of fertilizer we use is excessive.

A citizen - Pilagoda-91-09.03

fn those days, those were lands with forests. This land was cultivated with 1ea.
Later the crop was lost. Now this 15 a land cultivated by the government 11 the
lower area, there is palmyrah and in the upper part there i1s tea When we were
chidren people tapped the Palmyrah three for toddy They Iived from that
ncome We made treacle and jaggery With the introduction of the tea cultiva-
tion that system was lost

A citzen - Sarvodaya-Matara-91.09-11

Ceconut 1s an agricultural crop, spread over everywhere in the south. Every
part of the Iree 1s made use of Now coconut trees are not grown at the rate they
are felled Iri future we may have to import coconut Today s coconut tree does
not yield a good crop

A citizen. Meceting at Hanguranketa Community Centre -
15.05.91

The tea cultivation over a long period of time has drained the feriility of our lands
The soil is destroyed, and washed off. Farming was not done systemaltically
We were left uncared. They did not think of the environmental damage. What
we have is a polluted environment

A citizen - Hanguranketa - 15.05.91

The environmental situation at Hanguranketa is not that good. Diwyatalagala is
completely devastated. In the past all these were forests. Tea growers have
abandoned these lands and now they say these lainds are of no use The lands
have been distributec to the people? they are having a hard struggle with the
earth as to how they can do farming there Even the tobacco growing is not very
successful now. Therefore they are now trying to use even the paddy tands
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In a leaflet issued by multi-national companies the farmers are asked to put
tobacco in their paddy fields first and then paddy [s says that this will result in
a belter paddy vield Itis a big lie; a crime. They are encouraging the people
to grow tobacco in paddy fields. Now they are stepping nto the paddy fields.
We do not know what would happen even to the paddy fields in the fulure.

A citizen - Pansiyagama- Kurunegala- 91-09-20

First, red onions thrived here. When people were earning a little from the crop,
a disease wiped it out After that we cuitivated chilies Even the income from
the chillie <rop 1s now decreasing The ‘B’ onion crop also came, but still we
have not been able 1o get a good .ncome from it Farmers are in severe
difficulies They are indebted to the Banks now

Wijesundera- Muthiyangana Temple- Badulla- 91.05-20

Ques What is the common life styte of the people in Badulla?

Answ Farming

Ques What are (he broblerns associated with farming?

Answ The water problem affects farming City area 1s not that affected. i
is the village Most of the paddy fields are rain-fed

Ques Has this problem affected the fields since a long time”?

Answ No This is a result or the tea plantatons v.huch dominate the Uva
Province

Ques Did you all have this problem since you were cruldren?

Answ No We did ot have this problem then \WVith the 1ea plantations,

there were the forests There were forests on hills Later, the village
people used those Hhcit feling was done The more the population
increased fewer became the forests Now there 1s no water

Nagahagoda , Nindana - ( An excerpt from a letter )

Most of the people in this area are engaged in cinnamon processing and
manua! labour. Cinnamon can turn out about 35 by-products. Landlessness
has adversely affected this area und land owners with considerable extents of
cinnamon and rubber are tempted to block out and sell their land in blocks of
about 20 perchs at higher prices These small blocks are used for house
building and such crops as cinnamon have hegun to disappear. Moslly
cinnamon 1s not newly grown and this situation i1s a threat to the cinnamon
cultivation
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New Commercial Crops

Ven Wekumbure Devananda Thero - Badalkumbura Sudharma-
rama Temple- Monaragala-91-05-30

Because of tn:2 money-motivated aclivities people have destroyed the few lands
they had. Thee were forest reservations here; but lo-day they are no more. The
deslruction is complete today. In liis area there were two kinds of forest
reservations Here they call it (roda) the scrub. All scrubs have been cut down
and the land planted with sugar cane There were no protective measures
whatsoever Growing of food crops has dropped to a greater extent. This does
not augur well for the future

Inthe past people did slash and burn cultivation here This means, people grow
every cereal they wanted. All such lands are today covered wih the sugar cane
crop, which meane a financial income in one season per year This cannot give
a solution to the problems of the people

The area allocated for Pelwatte in the Moneragala District was a wild life
sanctuary Destruction of that area now will result in the area becoming a desert
after about 30 years time People grow sugar cane by leaps and bounds They
need money for therr day to day needs and they run after money

Pelwatte Sugar Company has very badly hit the small scale crusher owners
Since the company buys cane i large quanttics, the crusher owners do nol
getcane The entire crop at the village level s purchased by the company This
siluation 1s a heavy blow 10 the village-level industries  Since the cane crop
gives a good income. people are unconcerned about the environment or abaut
other culivations Sugar cane cullivation inflicts & serous damage on the
environment We should stop this ard make the people aware of the worth of
other culvations. People in the villages are not educated They grow cane
because of ther desrre 1o earn money. bul they are unaware of the final
outcome

Nihal Gunasiri- Hansa Club- Kekunagahakotuwa- Bandarawela

The multti-national sugar companies at Monaragala, buttala and Pelwatte have
deprived the farmers of the use of rivers, streams and water courses Against
this background, a fulure danger can emerge Sugar cane cultivation can
eliminate the local farming. The iow lands near cane culbvations become
mfertile. So this crop shouid be removed from the south-western region
Because of this even trie Menikganga is puliuted The cane cultivation is the
valleys in Haputale, Bandarawela, and Passara has caused soil erosion which
in turn has resulted in the drying up aquifers. Steps should be taken to stop the
sugar cane cullivation in such places
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A citizen - Hanguranketa 15.05.91

Tobacco cultivation was introduced 1o ttus area in the recent past This was
known as [Diyaliiaka Kcrale(Korale- an admimistrative unit) The area has been
named so, because there was seeping water every whare. Today, the water
resources in the area have been destroyed, because of this tobacco cultivation
This was an area where paddy cultivalion thrived. Todav there 1s no water 10
pursue paddy farming. The vegelable farming could be done well here. Area
was known as the best vegetable producing region. Today all these are lost,
because of the use of chemical fertilizer, msecticides and fungicides. Because
of these very dangerous chenucals the earth is degraded

A citizen - Hanguranketa - 15.05.91

Tobacco cuitivation was introduced to this area in 1952 The multi-national
companies first said that they wou'  do this cultivation here only for 20 years
They said this at meetings at Hanguranketa and Walapane 40 years have now
lapsed ard the tobacco cultivation expanded gradually t1s true that people
earned money But the soil of the earth worth millions more than they earned,
has been destroyed They say that area s good or this area 1s good despite the
tobacco cultivation But ulimately we have ourselves caused a great disaster

A citizen - Kurunegala - 91.09-20

Ques To what extent gherkins spread now?

Answ To a considerable extent It s a crop that should be 'damned”

Ques Why?

Answ No one who did it was benefitted by it. It was exported. Only the
man abroad was beneftted ,

Ques Has gherkin cultivation destroyed the environment?

Answ Yes

Ques How?

Answ Soilis washed off. Because of the excessive use of chemicals living

organisms conducive 1o farming have been destrayed. Bee colo-
nies have been destroyed because of growing gherkin near them.

A citizen - Meeting At Ampegama Galhenkanda School- 91.09-09

Our fertile lands have been used for the tobacco cultivation. Because of this
soll have become infertile. both forest resources and wild life resources have
beer destroyed. Today al every market colourful pholographs and banners
about the cigarette are vividly displayed. Such display boards are there 100. |
requesl that all advertising about smoking and narcotics in media be stopped.
Sponsorship of National Games or foreign games by the Ceylon Tobacco
Company should also be stopped
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Ven. Niyandara Saranatissa Thero Shantipura, Nuwaraeliya -
23.07.'91

For the last 15-20 years the tobacco cultivation was done profitably and on a
large scale Cultivation of traditional crops crops ceased Everyone liked 1o get
a bigger income Alfter a few years they have realised that the soil has becoine
infertile and the soil is washed off. During the rainy season earthslips occur
This happens since a long time at Hanguranketha and Gonagalakanda

Gunapala Pathiraja - Katugampola Coiony - 20.09.'91

Tnday we have such new crops as Gurkin and Dubar Pumpkin The seeds are
notavailable here Dubai Pumpkin seeds have to be brought from the company
A Gurkin crop on a holding of 1/4 of anc acre gave me a profit of Rs 30,000/=
some time back | put a second crop following there scientific nstructions 1o
the letter One man came to give mstructions in the morning (daily) and left in
the evening | had a chat with hum and cultivated Curkin on a 2 1/2 acre land
He came even at the time of harvesting the crop. When the agents came with
the lorries the crop was graded: grade 1

Rs. 75/=. 2 Rs 45/=.3Rs 10/= But the next heap was graded as grade 1 Rs
45/=. 2 Rs 15/= and 3 Rs 10/= of 100 plucked Gurking fruits they purchased
only about 30-40 fruis The venture cost me Rs 120 000/= But | netted in only
Rs 80.000/=

Uditha Ratnayake - Puttalama - 21.05.'91

About 2-3 yr:us ago Gurein was nitrocuced 10is grown on a large scale along
the coastal ine The crop absortis a large volume of un derground water The
water of that tiink 1s pumped out Water pumps are loaned by compaives There
are five companies such as Bayer, 10 tuy the farm products If this continues.
the coastal belt s likely 1o be destroyed completely Our petitions have had no
effect and the officers are deaf 1o our complaints They cannot over niae the
activities of the: companies because they are salaned employees of the Gov-
ernment Earlicr omicns and chilies were cultivated here With the cessation of
such cultivation prices of shihes and onions went up

A citizen - Public Hearing - Kandy Art Theatre Hall - 21.07.'91

Today. the easiest investment of the respectable people 1s N tobacco cultiva-
tion. They get permits for this cullivation and are proviged any amount of bank
loan facilities These Banks are reluctant 1o help the cultivation of crops and
vegelables which is of mucn use to the majority of the country. But they do not
hesitate 1o give loans to the tobacco cultivation which has no food value at all
and which destroys the environment This course of action should be stopped

K.A. Ariyaratna - Kahatagasdigiliya, Horowpatana - 24.09.'91

Tobacco growing 1s a majpor problem that has affected farming 1t 1s harmful to
the environment. We know it. But tobacco fetches a stable price. Cereals and
such like do not have a stable price
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A citizen - Kahatagasdigiliya - Anuradhapura- 91-09-24

From the time the tobacco seed is planted various organisations use very strong
insecticides Insects deep dnwn in earth are destroyed, along with the earth.
There's no water and no trees grow Not only the growers will have to face the
i-effects The government should be able 10 take a clear pohcy without
embarrassing these multinational companies They should be chased away.

A citizen - Katugampola, Kurunegala. 91.09-20

Inthe past witd animals or insects did not reach our paddy crop or the vegetable
crop Then, those weeds too were not there It 1s only after the introduction of
chemicals that all these have increased More the chemicals are used, more
the weeds and insects grow One produces someihing or grows a crop, having
created the markei or the atmosphere 10 dispose of those. Otherwise it is
useless Ve have a smali problem We do farming We are tatking in th s ~vay,
not with a knowledge of science or technology We talk about what we see at
village level When we see now, what was nol present in those days we think
that there 1s a relationship between the ncrease of insects and weeds and the
use of new chernicals

A citizen - Pansiyagama - 91-09.20

The officers of the department of Agnculiure are the victims of mulit-national
compames Even the Al travels m the van of a multi-natonal company If a
chemical s to be used e asks us to use the chemical of g particular company.
That chermical s nvanably more expensive than that of ather companies

A citizen - Ampegama. 91-09-09

The beautiiul ‘myna” tbird. the magpie and the squirrel which haunted our home
garden in those days are nomore i our surroundings Why this has happened?
Inour fields all mamly use chermicals and nsecticides Then we use pesticides
and weedicides We also use these in our cultivation Because of these poisons
our fnends of nature have gone away frorn us, for ever |know that these animals
the porcupine etc could only be seen at the Dehiwela Zoo in the near future. If
those nsecticides are added to the almosphere, the animal species will be
destroyed completely

A Youth- Galahitiya- Malkawa.91.05-27

Purchase of fertilizer for farming is a big problem today. In this area, the fields
on both sides of the road are cultivated. After sowing, farmers cannot do
anything thereafter They cannot atford to buy fertilizer. Money spent on paddy
1s same Farmers can do nothing. Such problems would not arise if some relief
measures are avalable for the paddy farmers.

A woman - Angunakolugpelessa- 91.09-10
Ques Is the paddy crop good?
Answ Not good
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Ques.: Why?

Answ.. Always the paddy crops are stricken with diseases

Ques What diseases?

Answ Various diseases

Ques Why, such diseases altack the crop?

Answ. Don't know

Ques: Because ot that does the family have a hard time?

Answ Yes! To a considerable extent

Ques How do you buy the chemicals etc ? Are they expensive?

Answ Very expensive Considerable expensive

Ques Do you sutfer a loss from the hields?

Answ A considerable 1ass

Ques Always? What are the reasons for persistent loses?

Answ Last ime a disease altacked the crop

Ques What s n”

Answ Adbsease 1 had only 14 amunu (unit of measurement) of paddy.
Ques snitthere & cure for that disease?

Answ We used Chenmeats butin van

A representative - Neo Synthasis Research Centre-Ban-
darawela.91-05-28

Alter 1950 such crops as potato nave been introduced for local consumption
Along with these came agro-chemicals new fertilizers and all People have
started using these m a very thig way Some overuse these npu's. Now insects
and others have gol used 1o these creating a problem At imes, these compa-
nies do some ugalery They put to the market, a chermical with good concen-
tration and after a few months or a few years, they lessen the concentration.
Because of such problems, the living standards of the farmers drop.

All the tradhtional practices have become extinct now. The farmers now use
manioc, sweet potatoes and other locat vaneties grown here in the past are not
more now Since the athtudes of the people are startlingly changing, we can
say that ecological 1Issues have taken a turn 1or the worse

A farmer- Bandarawela- 91.05-24

A bag of fertiizer costs Rs 425/- A farmer can get such a income, if he can
produce a measure of beans Sometime a kg of beans fetches only Rs.5/-.
Today itis between 50-£0 Tomorrow il can dropto Rs 5/- Soone bag of fertilizer
costs around Rs 400/- and one packet of insecticide would cost about Rs 100/-
Pesticides or some other would agamn involve a sum of Rs.60/- or Rs 70/- So if
we don't get i crop of beans we lose When the ferlilizer prices go up, farmers
will have to suffer serious losses
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A farmer- 'Bandarawela- 91.05-28

Fertihzer prices are 100 much for us When we spend on fertilizer and chemicals
we jusl break even In shortwe getonly 5% ol what we earn, for our consumption
needs The rest go to others, outside Fertilizer and chemical prices are much
more than they were before

An old citizen - Mirahawatta, Bandarawela . 28.05.91

There were noinsechinides in the past Now sometimes the insecticide sprayers
are washed in tanks Cattle dnnk such water and we 100 drink that water

A youth - Galahitiya, Molkawa - 27.05.'91

Inttus area hes Maguru Ganga This area does not get under water in the Yala
season But insect attacks prevail It s difficult 10 get a harvest enough for
sustenance

A citizen - Kahatagasdigiliya, Horowpatana - 24.09.'91

Anuradhapura s a district where a large quantity of insecticides an
weedicides are used in a year These chemicals nave got mised with the
underground water Very strong chemicals are used from the diy a lobaccs
plantis put on carth Insects deep underground are destroyed  Trees don’t
grow. waler 1s scarce the environment s poliuted ot only, the toba
grosvers all have 1o face the repercussions,

A citizen - Shantipura, Nuwara Eliya - 23.07.'91

The mamstay of the viltagers 15 vegetable growing Farming s done throughoi.
the year The earth 1s not given a rest of respite Farmers are uscd 1o starl o
new cultivation immediately after harvesting a crop The soif becormes infertile
Chemicals are wicely used It appears that nsecticides and fungicides are: no
used according to accepted standards Not only the earth and the working
tarmers, bul also the consumers all over the courtry who buy thesc vegetablec
have toface serous dangers. When the fungicides are used the farmers do na
take precautions to use it in @ harmiess manner In the use of insecticides thie,
area lakes a predominant place There is no orgamsation (o advise the farmers
on this. ltis imperative to look for alternative methods and reduce the use of
insecticides

Kanakaratna - Hakgala, Nuwara Eliya - 06.07.'91

Not even within an inch of land can an earthworm be found in Hakgala It wr
think for a while we can reahse the worth of the carthworm. The msechcr for
destroyed the earthworms. If this was controlled systematically this situation
would not have happened The earthworms would have stopped the soil from
becommg infertile Even the vegetable secds sent to us have beenmade to
this condition

Ques What sort of condition ?
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Answ On chemical fertilizer. These seeds grow because of chemical
fertilizer and | don't think that with the seeds sent to us we cannot
preserve the old method. If we do that we have to sulfer a loss |
faced that situation trying to experiment

Land Tenure

A citizen - Katugampola- Kurunegala-91-09.20

We cannot get even an inch of land here All the lands here are already In use
When we came here in 1962, a block of land was gven 1o a family with at least
sixmembers There were 70 families each with six members Thatwas in 1862
Now n 1991, their third generation 1s now n ¢xstence There has been a
considerable increase in the population As parents, the basic problem we face
15, jobs for our children People of two generations own the 05 acres of land
onginally receved

A citizen - Pansiyagama-Madahapola-Kurunegala-91-09-20

People have this problem of ownership In the absence of tus ownership,
people do not ke 1o grow a perennial crop  Therefere people just do a
commercial crop, short-term They don't go for jack coconut breachrut and
such like perennial trees They grow sometizig that yiclds a harvest in about 6
months What we say 1s these lands should be queento the people permanently

Karolis- Rambuka- Kalawana- 91-05-25

Everyone has the problem of landlessness Sa the peogie in e hnes, live in
those ines People who had come from village:s have only their house on a plot
of land 1/4 or 1/2 acre in extent It has coconut Jack or dreadfruit cannot be
grown there They have no land 1o be handed over to ther chuldren

A v.oman- Rambuka- Kalawana-91-05-25

About 30-40 Sinhalafamilies live in the hines  They ure in the Lankaberiya Estate.
They don't have even an inch of land.

Samarasinghe- Kalawana-91-05-25

Landlessness 1s a serious problem. Tea cultivation s done mostly. There are
lands. But they say these lands belong to the Piantanon Corporation or 1o some
other party.
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A citizen - Kalawana- 91.05-25

The major problem for us is landlessness. Unemployment 100 is seriously affect
us There are ample resources here in this area. If we go up about a quarter of
a mile in this environment, there is a large forest with enough resources We
know how to use those resources without damaging the environment But we
don't get achance to use these resources. These resources have been handed
over either by the government or by some other administrative machinery 10 a
private party There is this "Morning side” They have made it their kingdom 1t
is a cardamon garden. They overuse the land. Thus land borders the Sinharaa
bio-reserve. This ‘morning side” garden is even there within the: Do reserve Ac
we know there are three owners each having 50 acres S0 by nght they can
claim the only about 150 acres But. now they have encroached on about 600
acres within this forest Some people say it s more than 800 acres i ever
legally they have a right to 150 acres only if an ordinary persor, wotr. thi: way
there will be deadfocks, legally. Such instances have been common There is
noone to look after the poor people. When he trees were felled the departiment
of Forest Conservation sent the officers here and they prepared a report Thit
was the end of it There was no inquiry

A citizen - Rajanganaya - 15.05.91

Permits of these lands have to be renewed every year St we havent o
permanent permits We have a temporary permit. For our 1 172 acre plot we
have to pay Rs 30/- every year We did not pay this dunng the 1ast coup:- of
years because durng the penod of the J V P tension officers bl to 0
destroyed and set on fue Al the deeds have been burmt Unti tHisee e
prepared anew we have not paid the money

A woman- Thalawa- Anuradhapura. 91.09-23

l'was born at Thalawa bred at Thalawa ana got married and lived here All v,
brothers ard sister gelland | didn't getland 1 have mherited a 20 perch bl b
of land from my mother | wrot2 1o Mahawel asking for a land but did n-a e

one to do farming

A citizen - Bandarawela- St Joseph's College. 91.07.23

Those who can wield political influence have 100 or 50 acres The financiers
gei land because of their money and capabilities. We know well they hiave 10t
deeds. The government can distribute these lands among the poor peophs tur
them to do their farming and can impose restrictions. Farming acts have been
passed nto law Today's law 1s not for every tenant cultivator Lands cultiviztea
for 50 years by tenants are taken back by the owners who file law suits. "he;
farmer is helpless.
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Wijesundera. Badulla- 91-05-30

The rich have everything. The poor has no lands. Such problems exist. Recently
there was a land commission. By the time the Commission was appointed a
farge extent of land has already been acquired. At Bandarawela, all of a sudden,
land prices went up So people have acquired every mountain. They are not
the landless but those who have land

A citizen - Bambaragama - Bandarawela-91-05-.28

The prvate sector has been given a lot of lands- each 10.15,20 acres Those
were lands that should have been distributed in the village  Even i this 50 acre
land 15 alienated among the villagers, 1t will be of much use People have
adequate water. There are skilled farmers but the problem 1s landlessness

Dharmapriya Samarasiri- Passara-Badulla- 91-09.02
(from a letter)

The lands now left out as unsuitable for tea, should be distnbuted among the
people nthe area, alter the government has done the basic land development
tasks such as access roads, and soil conscrvation Giving these lands without
such basic needs 1s like “casting pearls before swine’

Asilin Disanayake- Bandarawela - 27.07.91

The two serious problems we face are landinssnaess and unemployment The
lands with development potentials should bee distrbuted Jmong the villagers

P B Herat- Naulla, Demodara, Bandarawela - 27.07.91

Landlessness 1s a grave problem among the rural folk Some time ago, lands
were not alienated; but that 1s not at all adequate Despie the fact that lands
are avaidable political deadlocks. inpede alienaton

Liyanage- Hakgala-Nuwara Eliya. 91.07-26

These lands should be given permanently. How can a change be effected when
we have lived on these lands for 25 years? These were the lands we encroached
on in those days. We ask the government for land. Now our children have no
lands. He is there lemporarily, but he cannot be asked to go. Can he step on
to the road with his children? Two families, live in one house and we have no
lands to farm [tis said that we will get fands from the tea estate or from the hilly
areas. This has not happened
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Kanakaratna-Hakgala-Nuwara Eliya- 91-07-26

Our argument is this, as a matler of fact a man needs a dwelling to live in To
putup ahouse the government should give us a block of land or the gcvernment
should make houses for us Or else at least one perch block should be given
toa manwho can putup a house. If not we have to find a :and from somewhere
lo do farming, for our existence We have to live for another 30 to 40 years at
least. We have to get married, procreate and if one has eight children, all of
them cannot live in the same house We have to make more houses and they
needland. The influential has 05 acres and those who do not have the influence:
do not get even 20 perches in many instances there is political influence

A farmer- Rikillagaskada- Hanguranketa- 91-05-14

A considerable crowd has come here, keeping in mind the land problem
refating to the Hanguranketa estale. We have come to know wat there is 110
friendly settlement {0 this problem From the time this estate was taken over &
silualion has come where the people in the estate have 10 leave it. There 1 4
considerable number of people who own paddy lands Earlier they had 4 iease:
system, where they paid Rs 10/-or Rs 15/- This gradually increased to Rs 15
- Rs 200/- and Rs 300/- Recently this has increased to Rs 3.000/- Rs 6 00
Rs 10.000/- and Rs 15000/~ 11 this 15 not naid the farmers are asked 1o lean
or another s asked 1o pay the sum and take the land Most of us cannot pay
this and we are facing a sencus problem

A farmer-Rikillagaskada- Hanguranketa- 91-05.14

There 1s a considerable crowd here who want 1o voice therr ideas about the
paddy iands which belonged 12 the Hanguranketa estate Al prescnt, we- were
these lands and four generiions have done son When Mr Zoysa was i
Supenntendent he has gven over these paddy lands to our grandfathers .
the rate of guarter of an acre But our parents had spent therr labour money
andthrough vanous difficultic:s had got that extended to one acre In those day-
about a quarter of the harvest was paid as lease. Later this has changed to hatt
of the harvest of the tenant farmers After the lands were taken over by the
government in 1976, we paid the money o the Grama Sevakas (village leve:!
officer) We came to know that this money has not been remitted to the prope:
places. However we made out payments lo the proper authorities in terms of
the laws of the fand. In those days we paid this money according to our living
standards We have 1o make these payments to the Land Reforms Authonity
and o its relevant office at Kandy Kachcheri (LRC) they charge an exorbita:
lease from us. People who work these paddy lands are very poor. Some of thexm
are Janasaviya beneficianes That means, the poorest of the poor are working
on these lands

We got a letter that a tax s to be paid for these lands. When we went there:. the /
wanted us 1o pay, without a receipt and not in agreement with any law They
had prepared letters to charge Rs 9,000/-, Rs.10.000/- and Rs 15.000/- et
acre We got the second reminder. We got the final red notice Farmers hive:
to say with regret that some had to sell then jewellery to pay these monme:
the paddy lands. Some had to cancel the lands in the change of banks for the
future benefit of the children in order to save the paddy lands
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Paddy land ownership today is for a couple of years, not for generations. The
people who work these lands today are not those who had the ownership rights.
Outsiders have paid small sums of money and they are working these lands;
farmers have come here seeking a solution 10 this burning problem. These
farmers have paid their leases We make an earnest request here The Land
Reform Comnussion has charged us money stating that we will be given deeds
We are awaiting that decision. Are we to receive those deeds or noi? Shall we
gel back the money we paid or not? If not what are we to do? If the government
takes any other decision, we have 1o make an agitation. We have either to do
a murderous armed struggle to save those paddy helds or lose those lands

A farmer- Rikillagaskada- Hanguranketa- 91-05.14

Three years ago the Land Reform Commission acquired our lands We don't
know, but itis said that the comnussion had acquired the lands Since then the
levy cf tax has stopped Officers did not come to collect taxes The Land Reform
Commission examined the situalion and they accounted the arrears for the
period for which the tax was not paid, at the rate of Rs. 100/- per bushel At this
rate for a paddy field wiich fetches 30 bushels a yeadr we have to pay Rs 3000/-
ifthe detau'ted, pernodas thiee years, it amounts to Rs 9.000/- 115 said that,
after this paymentis inade, we are 10 be given a deed of permanent ownership

Kiribanda-. Rikillagaskada- Hanguranketa- 91.05-14

As the eldest son . Lntiented the paddy land from my tather {am 82 years old
Even for such u long perniod | have had no problems. About 7 or 8 months have
passed since | ran into debt for these things | made about seven rips to the
Rachcher The Notary saud he would give the deeds that month or the month
following We paid the money but did not get the deeds It is for that | came
here We must know what 15 happening alfter such a long time since we paid
our payments

A villager - Rajanganaya - 15.05.91

Since 1969 we have been }asklng for ownership-of these lands. We haven't get
it still.

A villager - Bambaragama, Bandarawela - 29.05.'91

The land that should have been commonly alienated in the village has been
disiributedin extents of 10-15-20 each. Even if this land of 50 acres is distributed
among the villagers, it can be put 1o greater use People have enough water,
there are farmers, There is no land 1o cullivate

A teacher - St. Joesph's College, Bandarawela - 29.07.'91

The Tamil people in the estates have asked for al least 1/2 an acre each from
the estate If the state lunds are so distributed, the villagers trapped in the
villagers in belween have no place to go.
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If a farther who owns 1/2 an acre of 1ana nas 1our or nve otsprings ihe tamily
will not get disentegrated. In some of our villages have no place for a burial
ground. Even the burial ground 1s encroached on.

A farmer - Rikillagaskada, Hanguranketha - 14.05.'91

We paid all the arrears of tax on our lands We were told that we would be gven
ownership rights ence we paid the tax. Six or seven months have lapsed We
haven't got our deeds

A citizen - Shantipura, Nuwara Eliya - 22.07.'91

These lands have been given (0 people from Colombo We who were bor
brought up here have to purchase lands at Rs 30.000/= They buy these lands
onthe influence of hires up Alter the supporters of the politicians had procured
those lands, they sold them to the others We were caughl in that net

Charlis- Diyaluma Ella- 91.05-30

Ques What are the problems you have in this area?

Answ People have shortcarnings of dwelling places Then the land proo-
lems are there too

Ques Wnat do you mean by land problems?

Answ People have not yel got lands

Ques Whniat are the problems of housing?

Answ We have no pace to ve

Ques Then where do you live?

Answ Here, in the boutique

Ques Is tne grandtather in the boutique?

Answ itis there where all the tamilies live.

Ques Do the children go tc zchool?

Answ Three girls go to school

Ques How far do they go?

Answ About 05 miles

Ques Are there buses”?

Answ Buses are there, but not regular. They go on foot also
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Land Filling

Upali Ahangama- Kalutara, Pulinathaiaramaya Temple- 91-05-03

The water bodies in the city of Colombo are today totaily blocked and poliuted.
That is the repercussion of development. Development is nol our word- Even
the word nself has polluted the environmerii. Let us replace this word with
improvement” and environment with “nature” The backdrop for development
has to be prepared with the teraple playing a lead role The present day
development has overlooked the most needy problems. Unnecessary prob-
lems are rroned out. Even gambling is pursuad for development. Development
suppressed the environment The canal at the Saranankara Road, Kirulapona
is about 1/2 acre wide Now a school has come up there Attidiya tiact of fields
was reclamed The brds died Today's development does not suit this country.

A citizen - Kalutara, Pulinathalaramaya Temple- 91-05-03

Garbage 15 dumped by lhe side of the Galle Road Cross roads are full of
garbage There are potholes on the by-roads Various organisations give
assistance to develop the envircnment But they are not properly used on
environmental development

A farmer - Rikillagaskada - Hanguranketa - 14.05.'91

Sofar four generations have worked these paddy lands Wnen these lands were
given from the estate, there had beer about 1/4 an acre of paddy land But our
parents have some how or oiher ncreased that up to about one acre At that
nme aboul a quarter of the padcdy crop had been paid as 1ax When the lands
were laken over by Governmentin 1976, the Grama Sevaka charged the taxes
payable for the paddy lands We paid the taxes but came 10 know that the
monies, have not gone 1o the correct places. Agam we have 10 pay taxes to the
LLand Reform Authority for the perod in which we lived on these lands They
charge an inexorbitant tax from us Poor people who cuitvale these paddy
lands cannot pay it Some got those paddy lands with th2 money obtained by
selling thew jewellery

A citizen - Matara Sarvodaya Centre - 11.09.'91

Properly Trade Companies do a lot of damage lo the landZ in cur counlry. They
obtain a sizeable extent of land, aid sell those lands at large profits. Liviron-
ment is completely destroyed. The Property Trade Companies have procured
lands to build tourist guest houses and hotels along the coastline in the south.
At certain places mangroves have been destroyed. Tourist hotels and aquaria
have been set up. A ngid poticy regarding the control of land 1s necessary.
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A media person - Alvitigala Flats, Narahenpita - 05.12.'91

Buildings are coming up rapidly The environment has been over looked when
these are put up. Even in this housing prenises there are not much of trees and
creepers. Less trees are more buildings means a threal to our health. In these
flats there is no place for the children o run about. Even the available space is
litered with waste. The surrounding is not maintained well Gardens should be
there for the benefit of the flat dwellers

A housewife - Alvitiga'a Flats, Narahenpita - 25.12.'91

Our TV. has oriented our people to a pattern of life that does not suit them. It
has created in them a desire to possess the inaccessible.
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2. Water

Irrigation Projects

i. Mahaweli Project and Ancient Tanks

A citizen - Anuradhapura- 22.05.22

We don't get water from the Kalawewa The volume of water there is not
adequatein terms of lands to be fed They are ancient tanks, which cannot store
enough water tofeed the new settlements If in the past, the tank fed 1000 acres
now it feeds 25,000 acres So farming cannot be done. We get water for the
Maha season In Yala only a section nets water. That too 15 only for a half of 2
1/2 acres The cultivated lands becs > fallow and are losc cven the litle we
have Some have taken bank loans ey work and want for water in vain

A Youth- Anuradhapura. 22.05.91

Ques How does mud come nto the tank?

Answ There's no soil conservation allis washed off

Ques How can the ero. ¢ stopped?

Answ Stone banks can nelp Grass and trees should be grown. The

forests should be allowed to grow not felled Even the forests have
dwindled The Mahaveh has destioyed he forests

Ques Mahavel did not do so”

Answ It cut

Ques Where?

Answ Kotmale All the trees around were felled We were children then
But we know.

Ques.: What is your village?

Answ. Kotmate All the rees were cut for the reservon

Ques Did the rainfall decrease after those lrees were cul?

Answ - It was also a cause

A Youth - Annradhapura- 22.05.91

There s water when a Minister or some other important person comes. The
fields are filled with water. The bureaucrats do this A pump house was put up,
and two engines were put up along with two pipe lines, to provide pipe-borne
water Bul Water was not issued The engines were also missing  Later, two
machmnes were brought down from some country - ihey lett itin Colombo and
fixed two old machines here They cannot be slarted. The engines are dead
Later they were also removed and taken back
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Answ.. Can. But on a small scale. Generally we have 2 1/2 acres, only 2/3
of that is farmed

Ques.: Didn't earlier farmers have paddy lands to do cultivation in this way
?

Answ.: No, they hadnt

Ques. No ! not enough paddy land for the community?

Answ.: Paddy lands do notincrease, lo the extent the population increases.

Inthe past we had paddy lands. When the families increased land
exten! decreased

Nalandala Wasantha - Sinnikulama, Thalawa - 24.09.'91

The major problem in this area s shortage of water Mostly highland farming 1s
pursued. Paddy farming too1s done About 10-15 years ago. it was said that
the area would get water from the Mahawel project. Not only that Even the
boundaries were marked to dig the canals Yet water was not given In the
neighbouning village the people can eatrice. because they get Mahaweli water
We sall our labour for them We can farm only f we getrain There s no rainin
this month Itis uncertam next month 1oo Only if God makes rain, that we can
get a reliet

K.A.V. Alpitiya - Gangoda Walawwa, Rambukwella, Teldeniya -
31.05.'91

For those who were on tughlands which were not submerge: by the victona
reservoir, very little compensation was given i respect of paddy lands that
came under the reservoir Blasting of rocks near the houses to buld roads
caused severe damages. A part of the compensaton paid for such damages
was misappropnated by the officers Result of all these was the destruction of
our Dumbara valley, which was once a fertle area

A citizen - Talawa, Karagahawewa - 23.09.'91

Several tanks like Karagahawewa and Kumbukgahawewa are left to remain.
Some time back all these tanks were cut and cleared. Then the work stcsped.
Even for bathing people should have several tanks. Then peopie had to go to
Kalawewa for this purpose i this period of drought wells have run dry. In the
tanks Salvinia (water plant) has come up

A mother - Talawa - 23.09.91

We have been here for about 30 - 40 years We came here before the Mahaweli
Scheme commenced. At that tme there were walter in tanks But we had no
sufficient water. We used the available water for cultivation Now after the
Mahaweli Scheme started we get more water.
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D K Piyasena, Chairman, Bambaragama Environmental Protec-
tion Society - Bandarawela- 91-05-29

(From a letter)

Neglecting the calchment area of Kirindi Ganga which provides water 1o the
Lunugamvehera Project has resulted in very serious damage. Several herbari-
ums which had existed from the time of King Walagamba, have gone to
desltruction. Even today a large number of herbs can be seen. The land which
was full of such valuable timber as Ebony, Milla elc have become fallow lands.
The environment is damaged in several ways. Birds, beasts and aquatic life
unique to the area are facing extinction. There are no preservation arrange-
ments Prompt action is necessary. Because of the unsuitable farming practices
adopted by the farmers through their ignorance, soil erosion occurs on a big
scale There are no arrangements to preserve the soil or 1o educate the people.

A citizen - Bandarawela - 31.05.'91

This is a jungle area, fed by small tanks The area had a seif-sufficient farming
system. Then we had no economic problems. After the Lunugamvehera was
introduced the settlers faced the problem ot lack of water The new families
brought down had virtually to resort to begging. Some left the area. A large
extent of coconut lands in the area were destroyed by bulldozers. The volume
of water in the Kirindi Oya 1s not enough to meet the needs of the people in this
area If water is released to Kirindi Oya through some other source, this can
change to belter. If we cultivate in one season, water 1s not available in the other

Somadasa - Bandarawela - 31.05.'91

In 1991, cur land was taken over for the Lunugamvetiera project. Later we were
settled in this area In those days we cultivated our paddy fields with no
difficulties Now, the drought has rendered cultivation impossible. We are given
waler only unce a year. Pelawatta Sugar Company is one reason as to why the
Lunugamvehera tanks do not get water. They tap the water for their use.

Seemansingho - Bandarawela - 31.05.'91

Lunugamvehera provides water to our lands. When the grains are maturing they
stop water. This is a problem for our farming. [n the past cultivation was done
under five tanks get water But to a group of farmers, water has not been given
for them 1o get a matured crop The farmers in the Karandaveva area can do
only high land farming. For want of waler they cannot do paddy farming. Earlier
this area was a small forest, fed by small tanks. The area was self-sufticient.
Then we had no economic problems. After the Lunugamvehera project got
under way, the settled families had no water even to drink. The new families
had almost to beg. Some left the area. Several coconut lands in the area were
destroyed. The Kiridi Oya does not provide water enough to meet the needs of
the people in the area.
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ii. Nilwala Project

N.P.Punchiheva- Thotamuna- Matara- 91-09.-23
(From a letter)

The Nilwala Project pushed the fishermen of Tholarnuna, a fisheries village, into
untold hardships. To those in lower areas of the Nilwala river, even the pleasant
name 'Nilwala' has become a bitter word The reasons are: the water does not
drain as in the past- Pollutior. of the river with sewage drained into the river
through pipe lings- absence of a current to faciltate the flow of water.

Southern Lanka People's Conference- 91-09.27
(From a letter)

The Nilwala Schermne winch aimed at stopping the floods has led to another
danger. The water does nat flow nto the sea and the rniver mouth is blocked
making the nver just ke a tank Water 15 polluted and the garbage that is
collected has lessened the depth of the nver If the situation: continues the
Matara Town vall face 1 senous envitonmental disaster

A citizen - Matara - 11.09.'91

Today Mivala s not a rver s a massive dirty hole How many drains lead to
the: nver on Loth sides 2 1 fearlessly say that the Nilwala river project was
responsible for this

A citizen - Malimboda - Sarvodaya Centre, Matara - 11.09.'91

This Niwala praject s of vital importance and necessity tu the South. The
present Nilwala Schermne has done us immense harm 1 saw a plan about this
scheme at the Kachcehen The plan indicates storing of water, releasing the
excess water 1o the Hambantota District and getung water from outside when
necessary But there s no such a system now When we ask the officers they
say that this1s what they have got, which 1s a scheme for ehminating floods. The
real Nilwala Scheme was contemplated when Mr Dudley Senanayaka came
into power in 1965 We accepted that proposal. This problem alfects both
Matara and Hanibantota districts The fertile paddy tracts here now lost their
fertility We have becoine helpless and worse oi. Even | scwed 15 Kurunies (
aunit of measurement of paddy )recently It was completely damaged. lrequest -
that this scheme be operated in the correct manner

K. Ratnasekara - Malimboda, Sarvodaya Centre, Matara -
11.09.'91

We know that some time back areas close to the Nilwala river were inundated.
Paddy helds were damaged At present a drainage system has been put up.
Nilwala today 1s only a flood eliminating scheme 1t 1s not planned to get water
lo the paddy helds
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A citizen - Kukuleganga - 26.09.'91

My name is Jayakody | am a member of the regional council. The major city of
Kalawana is Manana As we have heard. if the Kukulegange projectislaunched,
this city will be inundated During the last 10-15 years, this area has witnessed
a vast development. So, if this project commences that development will be
washed off. It is said that the project will cover over 5000 ha Of that 3000 ha
are well developed tea and paddy lands. A large extent of tea, coconut and
rubber lands will get under water. Houses of nearly 2000 families will also get
under water. Some of these houses are worth lakhs of rupees. Even in that
respect people have to sulfer a great loss.

A lady teacher - Kalawana Central College - 26.09.'91

Gems fetch a large amount of foreign exchange This resource 1s found in
Ratnapura. kalawana. Kukulegama, Weddagala and Habaragala areas. It
bring an income to our country When this income 1s considered, 1t is obvious,
that the local products in this area can be of greater use than the power plant.
On the other hand, the development in the country or the coming up of factories
are o no use if there s no developmen: w1 us, and i there are no fresh air and
waler for the people So we ernpress our displeasure on this Kukuleganga
project

Ven. Panapola Sirinanda Thero - Weddagala, Kalawana -
29.09.'91

Earihshps occur along these mountains. Unlike the ranges of mountain we see,
other precipices are there m between. The water flows through such places
and finds its way into places not expected by us Water can pass through
Mudtkanda and destroy that area On the other side Wewalkandura area can
be washed off Here we have Palle Pattu Water flows there It can go towards
Morapitiya and destroy the Kalurara area This 1s what will happen, if the
reservon 15 built

A citizen - Peoples’ Meeting at Kalawana Gamini Maha
Vidyalaya - 26.09.'91

A large number of power projects generate electricity. We see that from
Kukuleganga project it is expected to five electricity to the southern province
on a large scale. But the Minister for environmeant and planning stated here that
there is enough electricity for the south, to the areas like Koggala. If so, the need
IS NOt SO dive

A citizen - Peoples’ Meeting at Kalawana Gamini Maha
Vidyalaya - 26.09.'91

QOur Sinhala kings did not build such tanks in areas in the wet zane, because
these can end up with earthslips. In the dry zone they put up fanks to store
water and cultivated the land. Even today those tanks exist. Accordingly we
think that if this

49


http:29.09.91




A citizen - Kalawana - 26.09.'91

Even during the last period of terror, the area witnessed a minimum of terrorist
activities Now farming felches a good income. About 95% of the people have
tea 1too am a tea planter Every youth has his lea, rubber land, the farm land
or a gemming licence Gemming (oo gives them an income Therefore, if we
talk about this area

which gets submerged n Kalawana, no one can fathom the resources under-
ground During the past 10-15 years this area developed rapidly A person who
was here aboul 10-15 years ago will vouch for it. Gemming and tea have
contntiuted to that deve'opment

A student - Kalawana - 25.05.91

If the Kukuleganga reservorr is put up here, an economic assel the parents can
inhent us 1s lost. The social communion we have with our relations and friends
will be constraned, just like a glass 1s broken Nto smithereens We will be thrown
1Nt vanous places in the country This will badly hit our cordiality mutual
cohesion 111s rumored that when the reservoir is put up we will be shifted to
the dry zone Then what will happen to our higher education ?

Liyanamahattmaya - Environment Protection Organisation of
Sinharaja

We have now come t¢ Kos-athuy Ganga which s considered as a significant
juncture of the Kukule Ganga Project We consider Uman Ella of Kos-athu
Ganga as a gift from Hature which has an archacological vilue

drttes place theres @ large nver which starts from the Canal beyond and which
flows through the rocks About i quarter of a mile from here it has formed into
a large nver We are sad 1o say that, because of the Kukule Ganga Project,
places like this which has an inportant archaeologica! value will be lost 1o us.

A citizen - Nivitigala, Kalawana - 26.09.91

In 1983 heavy rain occurred and continued for about six or seven days. The
river overflowed along this road \When we woke up in the morning, we found
thai the road had surk in instalments, all over, making itimpossible for vehicles
to go If a reservoir like this one is bult becausr of its gravily it is possible that
the surrounding hills may crack and the water way seep through thereby
creating a dangerous situation. As a miner | am able to talk about it. In our mines
there is what is called mica which is found above parugala A stream flower
between parugala and mica. Micais a type of soil mixed with graphite which is
found in this area. Thal is why frequent earth-slips take place. We know this
from experience.
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A citizen - Kalawana - 26.09.'91

If an arrangement is made 1o carry waler by constructing a tunnel in Kukule-
ganga - Hanwella area the same effects be go then from Samanalawewa Project
willnecessarnly betall Sinharaja As aresult of Samanalawewa Project a situation
has artsen whereby a large number of people are unable to obtamn water. It has
become necessary to transport water in bowsers

ii. Samanala Wewa Project

A citizen - Katawana. Gamini Vidyalaya- 91.09.26

Samanala Wewa wv/as nut up to generate electricty Butitis a failure. Il involved
a large sum of money Now thatis not possible to seltie those. They say they
have been pushed from outside The investors who eye the Free Trade Zones,
make vanous devicnes to get power for therr mtended ventures

A citizen - Balangoda - 29.09.'91

Feame 1o know that about “s0 acres of forest were clearaed for the Samanala
project We are not going tarase any quarty about that But our question is this
The torest so destroyed Melped the environment for generations in place off
these: thousands of acres cf forest, have we yet considered of an alternative to
maintan the ¢co! 2 i balinee ?

D.M. Jinadasa Banda - Central College, Balangoda - 29.09.'91

IN s Cavahions, a consideratee part of the Samanala wewa area got dned up
The conununty ble n areds ke Rajawaka, Bowalta, tmbutamura and
Badaginya got disorganisid They could not pursue ther paddy farming large
trees were destroyed | know that in our viltages, Kumbuk trees with girths of
about 15-20 feet died

A lady teacher - Kalawana Central College - 26.09.'91

fnour area a development project named Samanala has got under way. People
complain that after this project came into being they lost even the little water
they had n their wells
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A.K. Karunawathie - Balangoda Central College - 29.09.'91

' was onginally residing at Kinchigune area We were evacuated from there in
order 10 move earth for the Samanalawewa Project and were settled in
Samanalagama Paddy cultivation was the main activity at Kinchigune. We lived
by doing good cultivation Because of the Samanalawawe we had lo leave
behind our villages and come to Samanalagama Living here is quite different
The environment that prevailed at Kinchigune 1s not existent at Sarnanalagama
Ibis an extremely dry cimate that exists here There are several wells The water
i them has run dry We who came from Kinclugune have not receved
compensation even for annch of iand People who lived in villages such as
Kichigune, Piipatha, Palawelpe. and imbuipe have been plunged into a siu-
ation of extreme helplessness because of the Samanalawewa Project

Water Management

i. Water Distribution

Ratnasiri Pathirana- Pannala- 91-09.20

Durning the last election penod the opportunist poliicians pledged a water
supply scheme o the north western province and very craftily looted people's
vote No one talks about that scheme now

A citizen- At Bandarawela St Joseph's College-91-07-09

In the Matale canal area there was a spang named mattamal” [t was a large
spring Today houses have come up inthat place Only a very small part is left
When we were small children our buttaloss grazed there Today there s not a
singie sprng tere: Around thare dre pine rees and nouses . Some have sunk
wells 10 take the water When the water o diamed (o these wells there 15 no
water o the neighboring areas there was another spong left called "Miuwan”
SPoNG It was cpven to o goveanment ot and he hias pat up a house there
Spring has been covered when the ofticvr used the: water 1or s needs. the
entire tract down was deprnived of water

Sadhdhananda- Monaragala- 91-07-30
Ques How can the water problem here be solved?

Answ A sutable rngaton scheme should be mtroduced  The entire area
can be farmed nere The kohongahaqgala canal can e dammed
to make a tank to provide water in both seasons

Ques Had that tank been there in the times of ancient Sinhala Kings?

Answ Yes, In those times there had been an nrnigation system It helped
to cultivate this area

Ques Is that tank now in ruins?

Answ Yes
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A Farmer- Bandarawe!la- 91-05-24

In additon to the ran water we have water seeping from the hills for some time
Laterit ends In the past there was mor 2 water Reason for the scarcity may be
the growing of pines and turpentine. Now springs have beqgun to dry up. Such
a destruction has happened Earhier we got water nspite of the fact that there
wasn't a forest After these pines and turpentine trees were ¢rown the cold in
the atmosphere has disappeared People in these areas feel that

A citizen - Bambaragama. Bandarawela- 91-05-29
Answ Streams on tops of tulls should be preservid
Ques I what way?

Answ Trees should be planted on both sides of the streams Those trees should
be protected Two tanks have been covered now They are in extent about 4
acres They should ba rehabiltated to get water for cultivation

Gunasekera- Bambaragama- Bandarawela- 91-05-29

Ques What s your name?

Answ Gunasekera

Ques Are you eniployed?

Answe Idotarming Paudy and vegetables

Ques How much paddy lands you own?

Aasw 2acres

Ques You do not do any job here Tellus of what use this tankas for you?

Answ All our water neads for our cultivation are procured from this tank
For all purposes 10 bathe and to dnnk we get walter from s tiank

Ques You said that the water level s the same every oy Do you think that
this tank shouldd be pralected as a major 'ank hat baeds other tanks
below?

Answ Springs up are all cleared now Itis good if trees are planted so that

the water 1s retained

A citizen - Bambaragama- 91.05-.29

Earlier this was Divulgastenna a farge catchment area 1tis now mostly aned
up, because of the growng of pnes trees Earlier a stream flowed to this place
There was atea factory up Factory's needs of water was met by the Divulgas-
tenna reservor Webbissa, Patana s completely washed off Now only rocks
are there
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A citizen - Christchurch College, Matale

The wasle thatis transported through the Matale city 1s dumped into the surface
drains which drains the excess water in the city These drains are lead 10 the
channet This dumping site caused loss of life. Such diseases as cholera has
taken the lives of five or six people The fhes go aboul one mile and perch on
cishes in the houses and breed the germs thal cause cholera.

A Citizen - Matale - 20.07.91

My personal view s that a disease affeclts the entire community of people. Our
requestis that waste should be deposited in a suitable place Itis dumped here
improperly

A citizen - Matale - 20.07.91

Make arrangements 1o produce fertihzer through processed wasle to improve
farming 10 suit the mcreasng population All must have the ability 1o use
scientific and techinic st methods I not, that 1s a sign of weakness in admini-
stration

A citizen - Minuwangoda - 19.09.'91

Channels around ihe city are poliuted some. up there have no lavatories They
use both sides of the canal for that purpose Al the draim from the houses on
either side of the road are tumnea nto the canal people down. bathe in this water

A youth - Flats, Serpentine Road, Wanathamulla - 05.12.'91

There oo canal tron 20t fla compler The people who hive in huts across
the roac use this candl .o a lavatory The water 10 the canal flows slowly and
human waste doce not tew down It stinks Diseases break out and mosquitoes
breed Evenrecently unde was afficted with malana

Wasanthij Wickremaratna-Bombugammana-Divulapitiya-91 -09.26

Wasle released from the Ekala Industnal complex has polluted several areas
in the surroundings Chicimicals mixed with oils, polythene bags, pieces of tyre
from tyre manufacturing concerns, pieces of rags from garment industries,
asbestos dust are dumped nto the Kotugoda canal and the swamps around
There areas now tace complete environmental pollution On rainy days the
people have to face serous difficulties as these water bodies are blocked and
then begin o overtlow
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3. Fisheries and Coastal Resources

Traditional Fishing and Over Fishing

A fisherman- Nilwella Harbour- 04.05.91

Dragnelt fishing is a serious problem. It 1s nol allowed up to 7 miles from the
land A permit costs twenty thousand (Rs.) Now we have no fish This is a
serious problem that alfects our mcome. it 1s not good 1o allow the use of
unnecessary equipments. This situation will make us go a beqggng We ask for
facilities, in vain

A fisherman- Balapitiya- 91-11.C9

Our grandfathers and great grandfathers had dong this very same job What-
ever the pains and sulfenngs are, we like this sea career

A Citizen - Pollanruwa - 15.05.91

Angling and netting can be done at the tank Earlier we had societies Bul w
wele not members Fresh water fishing s prohibited Those societies are no
more There are no fishing Corporation Societies b.ow anyone can do fishing
Inthe Yala dry spell many hved by fishing

Bandula Perera - Kalutara Pulinatalaramaya - 03.05.'91

Inthe past the hish were not frozen Using luttiferce ( spicy frut used in cooking
) fish are dried to be use n udal penods The ceconut tree was a several
advantages With the coconut shell ladles were turned out cor with the coconut
husk and ekels were used to make brooms. Leaves were used for thatching
houses. Scarctties at houses were rare The needs were tuliilled There was no
showy way of life

Balapitiya Fisheries Coast - 12.09.'91
Ques - Please explain the ight post method ?

Answ.. Light post method means a net 1s cast around a hight. Light 1s
already on its way. Then we sink the under correlight. The other
goes in the bigger boat and surround the catch When the two
corners of the net are collected and dragged the hsh is trapped
inside. Even in tius compelition the small boatman is at a loss The
big man exploits the situation. To his net even the fish from the far
off sea 1s dragged
How many people earlier lived by catching cuttle fish 2 Thus fish s
no more there Light post system destroys the small fish About
100,000 people from Hikkaduwa to Beruwala will have (o live lke
slaves of the light post people in the near future. If we cast a net il
is cut We cannot fight with those people. How the areas where there
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Answ There 1s a problem of water There s no water here and the
government is not nterested at all. It1s the step-motherly treatment

.

A fisherman- Hunukotiwawatha area- 04.05.91

We wrote a letter to the Fisheries (Department/Ministry) asking for relief aid in
off-seasons Even if we do coir work, there are times we cannot market coir
products. They said they would consider But nothing happened. We gave it to
the relevant officer at Dickwella He said he would look into it. That's all.

A fisherman- Balapitiya Fisheries Beach- 91-09-12

No measures are taken all the MPs have a look and go. Just to satisfy us all of
them who come to power by our votes come here, examme the place and
depart Work 1s never done The people just die Last week three people died
because therr boa. capsized Early in the morning our boat capsized. On that
day the sea wac very stormy Two boats went from the beach 1o Galle. People
N those boats were kilteq

A Fisherman- Balapitiya Fisheries Beach- 91-09-12

Market pnces change unusually One day prices may go up The following day
the pnces bat the ek bottom I this continues for about one wveek, we don't
have amarket Then what we have 1o dois go a beqging 1f the oil prices go up
we ke that Butthe market does not change Prices drop to the lowest or remaim
static Today a nel piece costs Rs 3,100/- To make 1t a net it costs another
Rs 1500/- 1t 4 ship goes over the net, it is the end of the trader and the end of
us We have 1o slay on land for a couple of days until the damaged net 15
repared

A fisherman-Balapitiya- 91-09-12

More prohitis for the trader When the Iraders come and hold the auctions, even
if they don't ask for Rs 50/- we do not take the calch back We give it to them
because we can'ttake it back and sell. So we give them the catch at whatever
price they ask for. Sothe traders are profited. We take that Rs.50/- and distribute
it among us. Here the gain is for the trader.

A fisherman- Balapitiya- 91-09-12

How many MPs came here? A large number from every political party, from the
SLEP. Samasamaya and the UNP. But the village has achieved nothing. We are
not hinding faults with poltics Vihat we have 1o say 1s that whatever the party
1s, 11 of no use for us They do nothing for the innocent fisherman in the south.
They are stll at the starting point We have no solace from anybody. There is
10 one 1o make our grievance o
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Hasthini Jayaratna de Silva- Balapitiya- 91-11-09

We have nothing We burn about 10-15 gallons of fuel. Nonsense! that credit
IS useless When this happens for 4 10 5 days, our catch has no use for us We
do this job always taking loans The big vendors ar= useless. The closest town
ts Balapitiya All the lishermen here on the beach are from Beruwela They go
even lo Tangalle and Galle to do ther job. Their income makes those cities 10
thrive. They purchase even a sarong or two there and do not make their
purchases here. This is a large electorale but has not seen any improvement

A fisherman- Nilwella - 04.05.91

Inthis village the earth is sandy We cannot even jput up a house We take in
sands along with our meals When we take our meals sometimes the sands
come in with the wind and get mixed with meal. If we have the means we 100
like to lead a good ife We do not want 1o live in this way. We have no boats
We go with outsigers Even if they a share of Rs 10,000/- per month Quisiders
are paid about Rs 200/- per month They have to be satisfied with it We cannot
be so They get even commissions from the boatmen The haves are together
here This is our neach There are about 60 fisherman families

N G Punchihewa- Thotamura, Galle- 91.09-13

Collection of sana atthe Milwaia nver mouth (estuary) nas deprived our vitligpore
who lead a nuserable existence dong the fishing industry, of a ferry to pure
thew career This stuation was brought 10 the notice of every succeser..
government, and 1o the Minister of Fisheries of the present government. havine
taken him o the niver mouth Their promises have just become a dream

A citizen - Weligama - Hunukotuwawatta - 04.05.91
There are jobs t¢ do when we don't go to sea dunng hdal periods

Butthere are nofaciiies and no good ncomes The money procured from o
sources 1s not encugh for expenses We ' e to borrow on credit If we e
good boats we can go to sea even duni : ine period of tides.

A citizen - Dickwella - Nilwella Harbour - 04.05.91

We don't need any extra assistance from the Government. We can earn for 1
day’s living Sorne go 1o sea, some others more, we save something. Some: :;:
to sea. Some others are traders This is the source of income of all the villager:
Even duiing tidal periods we g, in boats and get a catch When fish was scar- -
here We wentlo Trincomalee The Tigers shot at our boats. Several were killc- :
We escaped

Velayudan, a fisherman - Keerangalla, Puttlam, Chilaw -
21.05.'91
We had our jobs at Mulaitivu. We cannot stay their because of the (commuri.i)

troubles. For about three years we had not gone there. We are here temporar iy
We will again go to Mulaitive, when things turn good
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A citizen - Dickwella - Nilwella Harbour - 04.05.91

When we explained our dfficulies, the Ceynur Company put up the Cold
Storage Plant It was thought to provide employment to about a thousand ol
people But the work did not continue Today there is a pre-school at the steres
complex There were 3 fishenas societies here A Mother Society was formed
at Matara having amalgamated 12 such societies From 1977 to 1991 nothing
happened The New Minister wanls new societies formed. [t s said that
assistance will be given to them The old societies get step motherly treatment

A fisherman . Balapitiya - 12.09.'91

We face ditficuities tor s monthis 10is duning thes sixmonths that the sea here
gets stormy in sterms we cannot row the boats She fish prices badly fluctuate
and there are no contross Because of this situation, the iishermen have 1o go
a beggngtoday 19 kaunch a baat about Rs €00/= are require tor meals fuel
etc Earhier the: isharman was geen fuel at a subsidized rate of Rs 33 50 per
~= We cannot incur such expendiure

gallon Toduy t conts abrat BRs 7

A fisherman . Balapitiya - 12.09.'91

The Aid Schenies are of nouse teday A small baat costs about s 1,50,000/=
Aloanof Re 1 25 00/ = s gven Butior bankanterestrates we have 10 pay back
another R 1 28 0077 o the ban- Under the so-called Ad Scheme, we have
10 pay R 2 12 akes vottan a perod of five years There s no relief at all

A citizen - Fisheries Coast, Balapitiya - 12,09.91

The poor fistiernman have no place to buy ther fishing gear A ball of twine s
Rs 29/= But we haveto buy it al Rs 49/= Thisis the blackmarket price But we
have 1o buy it We use such twine to stitch the net The traders have business
here if tha fishormiin go 1o sea Zven the barber awaits us The tea «wosk is
waiting for us

M. Jayaratna - A fisherman, Balapitiya - 12.09.'91

If the trader has the stuff at least we can buy that on credit. If not, there are times
when we don t get even rice and a pinch of salt with chillies We have lo starve
in the day and night or we just manage with something We have no other jobs.
Only 1s fishing n the sea

A fisherman - Fisheries Coast, Balapitiya - 12.09.'91

It a price control systemas introduced, you should buy our fish at such controlled
prices We wilt shovs you how it can be done Here there 1s no price control
system They come to control us. so we have to give our fish

Isn’t there a Corporahon here ?

No If there is a Corporation. we can sell our catch straight to the Corporation
We will give them at the price they fix. If there is such an arrangement it 1s better.
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Answ.:

Ques::

Answ.:

Ques.:

Answ.:

Ques:

Answ

Ques.:
Answ

Ques.:

Answ
Ques
Answ
Ques
Answ

Ques

Answ

Ques

Answ

Ques.:
Answ.:
Ques.:
Answ
Ques.:
Answ.:
Ques.:

Answ.:

Ques.:

These are state lands. There are settlers, settled by the government
as farmers. These lands have gems. Outsiders come here and do
gemming as an occupation

In their lands? Not! in state lands?

Gemmingis over in their lands. These lands cannot be cut anvmore.
Now the forest is cut.

Do they cut down trees also?

There are such instances The trees are uprooted, not cut In-
stances come up where a tree has to be felled

What do you mean by uprooting?

When the soil is removed under the tree, it invariably falls. We don't
intend to fell a tree. ‘We do as a job

Even big trees are felled?

No difference between big or small

Is gemming a big source of income 1o yo.u?

Just enough to manage the day to day expenses

Do the outsiders buy your gems?

There are big traders in the villane

The unauthonzed gem pits arc ot closcrt wath earth Are they”
They arent

You see in the papers, officers come and 2xplan 1o you. officers
fromthe Gem Corporation come and tell you thal felling of trees and
the removal of earth will result in tie decrease of water in the carals
and streams down The springs ary up Do you know that?

We know
What do you think about that damage”

Nothing can be done about it It what we ovwn by nght in Sri Lanka
has been sold by the Sri Lankan government to the foreigners, 1o
the white people, is there anything wrong for us to do this for our
living? These forests have been sold to white people

To white people?

Sold to white 1eople.

For what?

To do gemming.

Whereabout?

Here, down.

Have they completely cleared the land? Can we go there to see?

We can't go lhere. There are watchers. They have even put ma-
chines. There's one block here: another there.

What is the extent they have cleared?
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Answ -

Ques.:
Answ.
Ques.:
Answ.:
Ques.:
Answ.:

Ques.:
Answ .

Ques..

Answ.:

Ques .

Answ
Ques

Answ

Ques -

Answ.

Ques

Answ

Ques.:

Answ.:

No limit. Thousands of acres have been given. In al' about 75,000
acres, to machine-dig gem pits. The cut all the gems.

Is the Kaluganga one river?

Yes. They say that this is the border.

There are layers and layers of earth. Isn't it?
Yes.

Is the earth put back again?

Yes, But things don't remain as in the past.

Sowhite people do all these things” To companies in what countries
have the gem lands been leased out?

In the past there was an Australian Company. Now it is a Thai
company

Has the government given the lands?

Yes. Labourers are hired o do the work at the rate of Rs.70/- a day.
We tried our best to gel this cancelled but in vain. This was
highlighted in the press by the villagers Petitions were sent. Even
the Police swoop on, when villagers do it

People down may be the authonsed company people?
Yes
Whetner authonsaed or not they are foraigners aren't they?

The government has given the authority and they cut gem pits. Even
it we go 1o the boundarnies of those lands we cant dig pits

Is i the area where the villagers chid that earher?
Yes That was the area They foliow what the people in the past did.

What do you think woutc; happen 1o those areas in about 6 months
or one year's ime?

They will be deserts Now itself it has happened There is hardly a
tree there

What you all have done for that as people in the area; as MPs in the
area”?

If one tries such things one will be left to himself. If a poor person
tries, only he will be in the forefront. Ultimately he w 'l find it difficult
to live in the village.
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Graphite Mining

A woman - Kahatagaha mine, Kurunegala - 21.09.'91

My husband is a labour hand in the mine He fell l because of working in the
mine and he has been medically condemned by a Medical Board Two years
have lapsed since his illness We don't get even a half of the monthly pay. This
time 1 gotonly Rs.470/=. | have 1o attend to all needs with this money Medicines
have to be bought for the husband. We must have our food. The children’s
schooling needs have 1o be looked after. There is no other source of income.

A Worker of the Mines - Kahatagaha Mines - 21.09.'91

I'am a mine worker Even if we manage to come up having fallen ill inside the
mme we are not given a vehicle (to go for reatment) We ourselves have 10 go
home Somehow or other and come back to work an the following day If we
keep away for three tays lelters are prepared warming us We did not have
this situation earlier. All these laws are for us

A Worker of the Mines - Kahatagaha Mines - 21.09,'91

We ourselves have represented matters to the Labour Department | went four
times and handed over latters 10 the Labour Dept at kurunegala We dici not
getmy opportumity for discussion This was not so in the past Today the Labour
Dent e ke a dying persors

A Wcerker of the Mines - Kahatagaha Mines - 21.09.'91

The Corporation has not taken any measure 1o prevent the employees from
vanous afflicions. For over 20 years, the ar 1s polluted inside the mmes. About
100 kgs of gelaline arz burnt inside per day The fumes come up when the
employees gel down These fumes and dusts get into our lungs when we
bredathe Nolhing has been done 1o change thie situation and preserve the
heallh of the employees

A Worker of the Mines - Kahatagaha Mines - 21.09.'91

No protection whatsoever Recently a worker was burnt to death because of
methane gas

A Worker of the Mines - Kahatagaha Mines - 21.09.'91

The most serious problem that emerges from privatising the mines is, who is
going 1o compensate the workers who have been disabled. We can not expect
compensation from those: Company owners.
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Rock Blasting

A citizen - Kurunegala- 91-09.20

This quarry should be slopped completely. We don't have a water supply
scheme. We do our cultivation under rain-fed conditions or by using spring
water. Dynamites have destroyed the aquifers. So we lose the sources of water
supply even for drinking purposes. We sometimes throw the post of rice we
have cooked because it is full of stone dust.

They promised a paradise for us. They said that they would carpet (the roads)
and provide the area with three-phase lectricity and telephones 1o houses.
Jobs were promised. But all these promises were not fulfilled.

Metal stone project by a Korean Company Korelegedara,
Kurunegala - 20.09.'91

The Kyn nam of Korea started this company Dynamites are used. Stones are
crushed o be used for road bullding. This started about three months back. In
that three months they put dynamite thrice More than 95% of our houses were
damaged Tiles were broken

Ques What sort of damage ?

Answ Walls are cracked Cement fiooring 1s broken Lavatories are dam-
aged Wells are broken There you can see the broken places of
the wah

Ques How does i break

Answ Stenes fall on the walls These are (he stones that fell here Stones
everywhere What a long distance the stones hiave been thrown.

Ques 18 a warning given when the stones are burst ?

Answ Every five munite a whislle 1s blown Three times But we don't hear

1 They told us about a week ago Then all the people in the village
stayed off about a nile away That's how our lives were saved. On
that day everyone in that area lefl their houses This is my son's
child one and halt months old His ear lids have burst.

A villager - Kurunegala - 29.09.91

They told us that the stones would not strike the houses. If we believed them
and stayed in our houses, the stones would have struk our houses wounding
the inmates. Even some of us would have got killed. We didn't believe them and
left our houses That saved our lives. The walls of the houses in this area are
Cracked. Moofs are damaged

A villager - Kurunegaia - 20.09.91

My name Mahathun, from Batapola, Pothuhera. We jusl manage to survive.
Everytme we are in a fix. The stone crusher operates from about six in the
morning to till about eight or nine at night.
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Mineral Resource Management

Suriyabandara, Matale - 20.07.91

Ques.:
Answ.:
Ques.:
Answ
Ques.:
Answ .
Ques.
Answ .
Ques.:
Answ -
Ques

Answ

Ques

Answ

Ques
Answy

Ques

Answ
Ques
Answ
Ques.
Answ
Ques
Answ .
Ques

Answ

Ques.:

Answ.:

Ques.:

For how long the lime industry has been going on here?
From 40 years

You are a person born here Wasn't it there when you were small?
It was. But for sometime it wasn't done

How did 1t first begin?

First lime stones were broken

Who did that?

One of our people? He gave the limestones (o the kiln
How were they carried?

In those days they were transported in vehicles

What vehicles?

Lorries

When did the work start with kilng?

Fihink about 30 years ago Fust two king came up N the upper
regn Then people starled putting up kins

Do you have a kin?

Y

What about these e stones Does this land belong to the village
people?

Villagers nave s e Others betong o Mushims and Tamils
Wirere do they hive?

There is a place called Galagedara They live there

You need a license 1o take the parl under earth. Don't you?
I'tzeke a icense

How do you get 1™

We have 1o take t from the Provincial Council

Now you have a license

Now | don't break stones | did for sometimes. | have given it up as
I am not well.

What is the system of licensing?

The Provincial Council informs the police who examine the place
and issue the licenses.

What are the requirements?
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Answ. Not enough

Ques.: What are your expenses for a day?

Answ About Rs.100/- including expenses for the children also.
Ques.: Are the children going to school?

Answ.: Yes

Ques.: Is the money enough to spend on children?

Answ. whatever we get, we spend on children's needs.

Ques.: Where is your house?

Answ.. In the estate.

Ques.: Do you pay a rent?

Answ.: No! We don't

Ques How many labourers are there in the eslate?

Answ About 1800 Aboul iiree from each family work

Ques How may ine rooms are there?

Answ There are different quarters One line has about 4 rooms

A citizen - Ampegama- Galhenkanda Vidyalaya - 91-09-09

At Free Trade Zones no such salanes are pac The faclors owners get our
labour from morn till night 1t a responsible organisation is vigitant over this, it is
not possible to persecute labour in that way. they have 10 be alert always, about
their needs, thewr work and the number of hours they should work

A citizen - Meeting at Sarvodaya Centre, Matara. 91-09-11

We are aware of the problems at workers' level once a Free Trade Zone is sel
up. Those In such areas as Galle, Matara, Hambantota, Kurunegala, Dam-
badeniya, Colombo and Katunayake work in these places amidst difficulties to
earn a living. When the Tracde Zone gets under way Koggala, those who are in
the south and in other areas will get an opportunity 1o go to a job at a place
close to their houses and they will be able to gel some relief and earn som::
money. But we must make sure whether there are rules and reguiation:
governing the employment of those who work whether they have the proper
environment to do their jobs with no danger to their health or the permanency
of their jobs

A youth Thalawa- Anuradhapura- 91-69.23

The Multi-national companies bring clothes, prepare garments and take then
backtotheir countries. They employ only our labour. Even the foreign exchange
earned oninvesiment is taken back. We have to stop this and invest local capital
inindustries. If such a venture was operated al least for one year, Hihink we car
get betler economic results.
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Sarvodaya Centre, Matara - 11.09.'91

Ques Having set up free trade zones inviting foreign investors 10 open up
large scale industries, and employment opportunities are found,
would you like it 7

Answ When such employments are given, they attempt to maximise their
* profit They dor't pay us a salary enough to manage our lives. Then
we will have 1o lead misrable lives. Those in the Katunayake area
suffer pain and agony. They keep up late at mght. Even then they
get about
Rs. 1500/=. How much do they have 1o suffer for that? Farming is
more independent

Ajith Dissanayake - New Town Hall, Colombo - 14.09.'91

Under the policy of free investment zones, ihe wcrkers have not rights to
organise themselves, to be concerned about ther salary of their labour. Our
peopis have paredthe way 10 procure labour At cheap rate to the multi nationa!

compzanies There was a tme when our country was free trom debts We are
Now Ctrapped n the new foreign colomahsm

A citizen - Meeting at Sarvodaya Centre, Matara - 11.09.'91

2 and the captahsts w Cur country Nave lurned o

The = alt-nations compar. -
L e dabour of our young boys and gidls The: rulers of cor country are
recponsible for thes Why dod they introduce an cpen s Zonomy - Anything can
100z, e marketed here cienly That s why it has beeome posable to marke!
ourniants to forexgn partiz: We have to think over whether the country has any
motalty

£

I Corruption and Social Degradation

A citizen - Kurunegala- 91-09-20

A certain sum is allocated for area development. That money is not properly
utilized for human development. Nothing is there where it is wanted. Culverts
are not! there for the water to drain. They were not put up the way we wanted;
but done the way the contractors wanted.

A public health inspector- Kalawana - 91.09.24

Generally a child should get the mother's affection, protection and care until he
is about 05 years old. if there is any shortfall, the child will turn oul as a person
not conducive to the sociely. Socially, he will be a misfit, and a stubborn
undesirable element. That is because of the unhealthy influence one gets at the
early stage of life. Now, birth control has been a little misunderstood. it doesn't
mean one for nne family and two for another family It means a number of
children to suit the family and the family’s economic condition. There is no hmit
as one or two for a family.
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Seneviratna. Galhitiya- Malkawa- 91.05-27

This area Galhiliya comes under the Agalawalla eleclorale. Most of the people
do farming here. Some are employed as labourers in estates. About 20% work
according to feudal systems. There are others who work under big rubber land
owners. They get only a meager salary. Educationally they are backward. There
are no facilities for learning, specially transport difficulties. Besides, what the
parents earn is not enough for their living

A Youth . Galhitiya- 91-05-27

| went 1o Pelanda school and now go 1o Pirivena.(Temple school). In a poor
school such as this we cannot go to a schocl in the city. Economic considera-
tions matter much Parenis in this village cannot send a child to a city school.
Even il they o 10 a school here, about 90% become drop-outs They have
become a big problem. These drop-outs gel no assistance so far eithar from
the government or from any other sousce. They then resort (o hire ther labour
or go lo the estates for jobs There are government estates, where opportunities
are available for which no higher educaton s necessary This is how we use
1o hve

A citizen - Kalutara- 91-05-03

The adimtustiatos of the country has been handed over o one class m g
country whan we 23k & Gueston they get together and suppress the helpless
poor Farmer s the expert to the hield But the ruiers cover o

A Youth- Galhitiya- Malkawa- 91-05-27

The big traders dominating the city 1< against society. No villager can go to the
city and pursue his busingss, because of the influence of the government 1f
not, we can go to the town and do our business there. We live in ihis country
and we should have the nght to go anywhere and do whatever we like. We do
not want brokers We must have the opportunity to sell our products at the town
Present situation does not permit it

Citizen - Galhitiya- Malkawa-91-05-27

The Grama Niladharis buy large trees from our ignorant people at s 10/- or
Rs.15/- If not they give them an official permit or do some other littie favour, get
friendty with the people and get therr trees. That is for the benefit of those GNs

A Youth- Galhitiya- Malkawa- 91-05-27

The officers enforce the law when they nab a small poor man. They calch the
poor man and then laugh over it It is the poor who go to courts. Another man
stays behind
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A Farmer- Devahuva, Matale - 91-05.22

There's nothing to talk about law. If a thief is caught, he is at home in the evening.
Law is on the side of money. Justice is for the rich. A reasonable living is of no
use If a person, from a religious viewpoint finds fault he has no place in the
sociely, because the country has gone to worse. It is now very difficult to take
it back.

Ven. Ariyawansa- Rajanganaya- 15.05.91

Educationally children in these villages are backward The reasons are eco-
nomic considerations. There is ahouse here where the householder was beaten
to death by the Tigers in the troubled times. They have come here and settled
down here, in the area called Manamalgaswewea. No water is available there:
there are lanks but no water. No paddy farming. There are four children in the
family They do not attend school | get them down and asked them why they
don't attend school The mother said that they couldn't afford i They could not
buy the necessary clothes and other needs She said that she was sending cnly
one child 1o school and even that was with much difficulty That is how they do
that

The governmiznt today claims that the country is self-sufficient When we go nto
the society we seé there are people who are self-sufficient But 1t 1s only about
10% Most of them had earned unjustly We pay the labourers about Rs 40/- to
Rs 50/- How much he has 10 spend on day's needs In addtion children s
clothes, needs for sickness, require more than thal The small people hive anidst
agony

A citizen - Kalawewa, Anurathapura. 07.05,91

tam not talking against the government. All in power MPs and the Ministers say
that will look nto our needs, they wiil provide electricity, make roads etc But
finally nothing happens

A citizen - Kalawewa- 07.05.91

One drawback 1s the absence of facilities for higher education in villages. Not
a single child has receive a higher education. Even our parents did not think
such a time will come wilh environmental problems. | do not know whether it is
because of ignorance or through negligence, these villages are educationally
backward. People think about jobs. To say the truth, there are no people in
villages with educational qualifications to do such jobs. We do not know whether
It is the mistake of the parents or the children. This is the crux of the matter
There are jobs in the police force and in the army. Except for those, still there
hasn't been any one who has got a higher job.
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A citizen - Hunnasgiriya, Bambaragala area - 23.05.91

Recently, the up-country, village Rehabilitation commissioner came here. In that
Medarnanavakanda there are springs which never go dry. It was promised that
a large tank would be built and water would be broughttothe village. Engineers
came, demarcated the area and did the necessary things. But the Gam Udawa
Work continued and not the tank construction work. If that work was completed
about 5000 people would have got water. People wou!ld not have clamoured
for jobs There are paddy season About 60 acres of paddy lands are left
uncultivated They are not cultivated in both seasons

A citizen - Galahitiya, Malkawa - 27.05.91

Teachers come to the schools here from far off areas They serve only a very
limited time Because of the transfer of teachers, the education of the children
is completely crippled No teacher continues in these schools for over five
years When they come here they have to v.ork out transfers because those are
difficult areas This s whalt has happened to schools Fust of all the education
i schools should be bettered It has 1o be done with Government intervention
These crowd have 1o be qven a belter education Resources are more con-
centrated i the cties

A citizen- Galahitiya, Malkawa -27.05/91

Galahibya has no schooland the village children are comipelied to go to schools
at distant places No transport faciities are availlable and they have to go on
foot They have toface considerable inconveniences The bridges and culverts
are not maintained well Some children have to wade across rivers Thereis a
boat at the ferry but at imes the boatman 1s not available

A citizen - Morawaka, Kotapola - 26.05.91
Ques As you thirk what are the shortcomings in this village ?

Answ Here we don't have health or educational facilities at all. The
children have a school but no teachers. There are 11 teachers
inclusive of volunteers for classes up to 10th standard. About 700
students are on roll

Ques When they complete the 10th standard where do they go next?

Answ Nex! they have to go lo Meegahatenna If they wantto goto a place
ke a central college Ch! God! it 1s about 25 miles. the up and sown
npcosts Rs 40/= each. Sometimes there are no buses Otherwise
they have to go to the Neluwa Maha Vidyalaya (school).

107


http:26.05.91
http:27.05.91
http:23.05.91

A Citizen - Mahaweli 'H' Area - 22,05.91

A different way of living emerge within the Mahawell life pattern. It did not
happen in keeping with our country or our culture. The old customs an manners
that prevailed in the old villages are not diservable here. We accept the fact
that Mahaweli project is a national asset which cost billions of rupees. If we use
it without proper awareness destructions follows. Then it is more a disaster than
develypment. When different sections of the population are settled, according
te my view, they should be inculcated with a feeling of our nations, our cullure
and our religion. They should be equipped with the convictions that we should
shun evil. This awareness has not been given. it is difficult to get that. Now they
have 1o resort to legal measures

A citizen - Pahala Mirahawatta, Bandarawela - 26.05.'91

| can remember the general elections in 1960s. The people. irrespective of the
fact whether they were UNPers or SLLFPers gathered at a place where there
was a radio to listen to the results When the UNP won. along with the vwinner
the others fired crackers There was such communion zt that ime \What
happens

now ? The UlPars gather at one place and the SLLFPers at another place They
talk about assauling the opponents People have fallen cown to such lower
depthy

A Farmer - Mahaweli 'H' area - 22.05.91

Drunkenness 1s the major culprnt There 1S a tavern at Gainewa, close (o this
village | hear thatn a couple of days one will be setup here also Every two o
three mile a naw tavern has come up. In one way the government in tends t:
rd the people of thair addiction to licit liguor In the other who do away will:
the iMicit hquor brewers This s a task impossible Now people teke both the
ilcit and the heit 1tis true that the Mahawell project brought a new way of life:
But it has turn more to the bad of the country than good

A citizen - Peoples’ Consultation, Kollupitiya - 03.12.91

There are loopholes in the law_ It is alleged that | can prosecute only when | ar”
affected by the environment. According to the law in Sri Lanka, offender 1s mos’
powerf{ul. When Mahaweli water is taken to Trincomalle the farmers in betwee
suffer without a drop of water. Our way is from the wrong to the right. Even f-
a tnvial affar, a penal code is resorted lo. Laws affect the major offences les-
They should be given punishments that prevailed during the time of ancier
kings Poliution of envircnmeit means pollution of the human mind.
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A citizen - Hanguranketa, Rikillagaskada - 14.05.'91

lam Madurasinghe This area is Rikiflagaskada in the Hanguranketa electorate
Most of the people have been here for the last 20-40 years Sull they do not own
the place they sit on If they don't have a source of income they have to resort
to the clearing of the forest Recently. about five years back a community forest
development project got under way What did t do 7 They got down poor people
from the villages and gave them half an acre each Having done so what did
they do 7 They distributed terpentine plants Now there are trees, girth of which
cannot be even encircled by two arms How many such trees have been cut
down bv people for ther use 7 Of what use it1s for the person who planted it
Not even a prce if fuelwood Even the person who cut the tree 1s not allowed
totouch a piece Gther people stealthily cut and remove these trees Those are
things that have been done by the farmers for over five years They took ther
children to the work place and had them under the shade of trees ull they
worked Thesy put these up not even canng thar meals Sometimes not even &
shce of bread What did they ac 1o the poor man Who arew the: trees 2 Dic
thesy consder o lenttUhe cr e the faomenincunoed o ther shce of breao
and the cup W ted P they Sre ot ieastb geen s B o ol moncy and (akee
e ower Ut Gl

e person who gresw e e SHempled 10 oot =t ne vl b pul boting
bars Where s justice 7 Recontly when we wanted 1) put wp a community hal!
Fasked the lzndowner whether Toould cut down one tree 2ach from tiheir lands
They said that they would not cot thoss rees dosn athoush they had broughs
them up They wanted me lo Speibn 1o the Grama Sivaka His advice was o cu:
a tree i the [andowners were walling So what s the leganmplication ? One
has planted the trees but he canngt cut them down 11is a mertonous deed, o
101s possivle o requiansa the ownershnpif encroacher < who have lived here for
20-30 years They will plant ek tec a breadinut treee or an arrange plant in
ther block of land When they b g feelng that ot o thear own

A farmer . Matale - 20.07.91

There are several paddy land owners here First they had a tax system under
which they hadto pay Rs 10/= or Rs 15/= ThisincreasedtoRs. 150/=, Rs.200/=
and to Rs 300/= Since of late the amount increased ranges Rs.3000/=
Rs 6000/= and even Rs 10.000/= and Rs 15.000/= If the mioney is not paia
they are asked to leave I not anothier is allowed to pay the money and acquire
the land Some people have no way 1o pay Sorme refuse 1o pay. Some people
pay. eiher 1aking money on credit or by seling therr cattle or the sewing
mactune

A citizen - Meeting at Sarvodaya Centre, Matara - 11.08.91

The tourist ndustry has badly tit the local arts and crafts. The local dancing in
the South, the 18 sanni dances { mask ) are very famous What has happened
today s that those who know nothung of localllill dancing have put up tourist
hotels and present dances, songs and musical shows in the name of loca:
traditional dancing
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A retired Principal- at Kalutara, Pulinathala Temple- 91-.05-03

Environment means our surroundings. It shouild improve. To achieve that, the
economy, health and the morals of the people living therein should be pro-
moted Country's economy should be developed in terms of the environment
in each area.

Rev Sirisuguna- Kalutara- 91-05-03

This is a country with 2 Buddhist discipline. People are closely associated with
religion and meditation They need not be told again as to how they should live
in harmony with the environment Then why we have. 1o {ace environment
problems? 1t is because of concept of development imported from the west
Clearly there 1s a conflict That s between our spintual ‘outlook” and that of the
west

A person from the area- Sarvodaya, Matara- 91.09-11

Purchasing centers should be set up to buy the products either for the export
market or for the iocal markel Low-fuel ovens can be mttoduced as a cottage
mdustry The NGDs can provide the necessary technctogy teaimprove this as
a source of ncome The necessary technology should be avadable tointroduce
an over which consumes low fuel wood so that we can avord cailing of trees
excessively for fir=wvood and also deforestaton

Buddhist Priest - Rajanganaya. 22.05.91

In the past village priest was the communily leader There was the leadership
of the elders The teacher was a leader There 15 no leadership to-day
Leadership has stipped away from the temple [t is nenher there in the village

Buddhist Priest - Mahaweli 'H' area - 22.05.91

Our children can be taught our history In the schools at present only a surface
knowledge n the Sinhala language 1s given. A basic knowledge ot Buddhism
can be rnparted Today, as a commercial product, the child is prepared for an
examination. The temple school does not limit the education only, to an exam
He 1s given a knowledge in Buddhism and Ethics and s taught to respect his
parents A disciplined crowd 1s brought up The priest who receives the temple
educalion always contemplates of serving the society which feeds thm He does
not depend only on alms. The Buddhist priest is a very predorminant personalty
in the society. He thinks it his duty to help make the canal, the road, to make
family reurions and 1o help develop saving habits among the people. Bul the
school education commercially oriented The recipient of such education only
thinks of getting an employment and achieving his personal well being. In the
temple education both the clergy and the laymen are infused with a feeling of
seiving the society
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Now every village has ‘clubs' to sell liquor. These places set up with Govern-
ment. Authority are not clubs but just taverns. whether an income from farming
is derived or not, a liquor addict cannot get rid of that habit, This is a great
disaster; no meeting or a religious event without a clash or a brawl. Elders
priests, teachers are not listened to. In the past this was not so. Then, the priest
was the village community leader. Eiders had a leadership. Teachers were the
leaders The religious leadership has slipped from the village.

A citizen - Matara - 11.08.91

Alarge sum of money is invested to rehabilitate the drug addicts and to treal
“the victime, of social diseases contracted from tourists | think the tourist industry
is ol no use

A citizen - Matara - 11.08.91

I Bath boys and gu .o refrain from sexual ntercourse in heeping with our cultural
tradimons and of we properly adhere o one precept of the five precepts in
Buddhism AIDS can be prevented

Ven. Viyaththuduwe Ariyawansa Thero Kala Oya Physician
Priest - 22.05.91

My teacher prcst tved up to 106 years Still the village people have therr faith
mour medicin: Don'tthink that western, medical science in better than the
sinhala medicne o system of medicine has a cure for every disease To
malana we say vitu- it fever

Ven. Nikahetiya Thero - Kandy Arts Theatre Hall - 21.07.'91

For mental development, the youths should have an environmental where they
can develop thew expenences. 40 years have lapsed since we gained Inde-
pendenc:: but shilt we are entrapped by the colonial education system. When
that education has hit us badly we have to see how our environment should be
developed Our basic education system needs reforms.

Swarnalatha Liyanarachchi - Pre School Matron, Galahitiya,
Molkawa - 27.05.'91

Child:en grow up in the home environment. When they come here it changes.
We teach them. what is Buddhism, what sort of seople are parents, how we
should conduct ourselves, and how do we recite poelry etc. From their child-
hood, we traun them not to hiter the compound, not to pluck leaves from trees
unnecessarily and not to get used to destructive impulses. As a child grows,
such knowledge too improves That helps in the interest of environmental
development
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A Youth- Thalawa. Anuradhapura. 91-09-23

We don't like Free Trade Zones. We don't need such a thing. In these zones
people are persecuted. What we want is not Free Trade Zones. What we want
is capital, in introduction to the particular industry and a markel for the products.
In this way industries can be developed
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