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Chapter 1
The Background

Introduction

It is now recognised that the fruits of 'ec0noﬁic development
should reach all people. This distributive justice approach to deve-
lopment does not necessary lead to the recognition that women's inte-
oration in the development process has to be treated as a distinct
issue. Theories and programmes of devclobment implicitly assume
tuat the houschold is an unit of converging interest and can provide
the basis for planning. DBut the houschold members of the two sexes
may sometimes have conflicting interust and a devclopment program may not bencffit
them equally. So the issuc of integration of women in development
needs special investigation. Such iategration can be defined to
consist cf two Dbroad components (APDC 1983). Tirst, women should
enjoy their share of the fruits of development. Sccond, their humén
potential needs to be fully developed and utilised so that women
can also contribute to the development process by participating in
productive activity. Ponunerating women for their participation
in productive activity can be a direct means of channecling the fruits
of development to women, It can also help crecate consciousness among
women and give them control over decision making. These £wo compo-
nents should not be scen independently because one without the other

will not be very meaningful,

In Dangladesh, given the existing social and economic situation, it
is not very straipghtforward to increase women's participa-

tion in labour force. YWomen as a group vary according to
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their access to resources, current workload, qualifications etc,
So, concrete programmes cannot be formulsted for women as a whole,
On the other a target group approach focussing on a homogencous
group of women may have a better success in designing a development
programme which could be casily implemented and morc cffective in

achicving its objectives,

Development programmes for the poorest women should receive
the first priority. This will not only ensure women's integration
in development but also cnhance distributive Justice and amelioratec

absolute poverty,

Bangladesh is not only characteriscd by an alarming proportion
. of poverty striken population but also is threatened by an increase
in their proportion, It has also been shown that the burden of pover-
Ly falls morc heavily on women., So the poorest women should receive

top priority in strategics . for alleviating poverty,

fhe general causes of poverty ére identified as (i) lack of
land ana productive asscts and a consequent involvement in low produ-
ctivity and/or low paid jobs, (ii) a low labour force particiﬁation
rate resulting in high dependency ratio and (iii) a high rats of underemploy-
ment  among  those who actually participate in labour force. Among
the poor women from landless households, all those causes work with
greater  intensity as comparcd to their male counterpart, A number
of micro-studics conducted rccently gives a comparison of male and

female participation ratc among the landless (Cain 1979, Khuda 1980).



The rate varies between half to onc third of that for male. Under-
cmployment rate among them is: also much greater, VWhen they afc ehga—
ged in wage cmployment, the wages thcy.rcceive are much lower than
male wage rate in the area (for unskilled labour) (Salcha and Gneely

1933, Cain 1979, Westergard 1583, Rahman 1986 RISP, 1981).

In rural society, productive and other asscts of a houschold
belong mostly to the male head of the household (Ncstcrgérd 1983).
This situation is worse for landless group. Whatever productive
asscts they posscss belong to the male workers, So they either cngage
themselves in very low productive job which docs nof require any
skill or capital or they cngage in pdorly paid wage cmployment,
Studies have pointed out that thé-éxpansiOn of wage émploymcnt for
this group is not an casy job. On the other hand most of these women
expréss dissatisfactfon about their terms of cmploymcnt and intends
" to give up these jobs if family carnings increascs or alternative

sclf cmployment is availablc.

Providing access to assct for the women is possiblefcithéery
a geqdcrwisp redistr;bution of resources or by allocating financial
resources to women. The first may be impractical in . tﬁc present
social system, The latter is also difficult under the present rules
and patriarchal conventions followced by the financial institutions.
The attempts of the Crameen Bank to reach the poor women with credit
are cxceptional in the current modality of opecration of other banks
and financial institutions which require collateral against loans
that the women will néver bce able to provide cxecept th;gugh their

husbands. The Grameen Bank provides credit to landless men and women



in rural arcas without any collateral sccufity. The credit provides

a resource which can Ec utilized for organising activitics to gonerate
' . .

sclf caployment. The credit opcration fqr women is entirely indepen-

dent of Lhc transactiouleith male loan;es, and at no stage the men

enter the scene before a woman is provided credit.

Thus, thce credit programme of the Grameen Bank if carried out
successfully, can make some dent into both the aspeets of distributive
and genderwise justice. The cxperience of the Grameen Bank operation

gives onc a scope to cxamine the impact of such a programme on the

situation of women in rural Bangladesh.
The Gramcen Bank Approach to Credit for Rural Women

The Gramcen Rank is a spccialiscdycrcdit institution established
for extending credit to the landlcss.mcn'qnd women in rural areas.
The major differcnce of this bank with other banking institutions
;s thqt, it has designed o framework for providing loans to the land-
less without any collateral. The women can enter transactions with
the bank without having the husbands or-a male guafdian to mediate,
The special features of this baking process is described by Hossain
(1985) in dctails, Bricfly, it consists of the following: Agents

(Female: Bank workers in the case of femalc loances)
from the bank/communicate with the loances and for banking opcration
they do not have to go to the bank. Groups are formed beforc loan
is obtained and scveral groups join in a 'centre '. Heckly mecting

of the centre is held where the loan is rcpaid to bank workers in

weekly installments.,
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The Scope and Objectives of the Study

The assumption behind the innovative banking proccdures is that
when loan is provided without collateral and the banking procedure
is such that thc women do not have go to the bank to perform the
formalities. It is dnly required that they form a group with other
women and attend weckly mectings, and as such they arc cncouragéd
to come forward to join the Lank even under the ckisting socio-cul-
tural Barrierg. The first linc of inquiry should thus be to assess
the oextent to which the GB has been succcssgull in attracting the
women, and how the female members have becen performing the rules

and disciplines of the GD as compared with their male counterparts.

The ultimate objcctive of the GB is to improve the levels of
living of its members. Thus the evaluation of the programme should
investigate the impact of credit on various aspects of women's life,
The primary cconomic impact will be on incomes and cmployment this
study will investigate -whether these programmes substitute other
gself cmployment or wage cmployment by new activities or generate
fresh opportunitics of cmployment., The magnitude of their involvement
in terms of hours of work will then be cxamined. Vowen are expected
to have dircct access to the income generated by them.  We shall
examine scparately the amount of income contributed by female loances

from their new employment and their access to the income.

fpart from total carnings, it is worthwhile to cxamine the profi-
tability of the activitics in which women are involved, This will

provide us with insights about the futurc direction of expansion



of activitivs, The inconw and self caployment 15 Likely Lo enhance
the position of Uiese wouwen in their fumil,, their consciousness

and aspirations. Joluss the women benefit from the Locome pencerated

by their own Loil - &y having control on spencing the moncy, by

cetting o better sharw of family's Coasumplion und a greater say
in fawily decision wa Jii o one cannot  cladi thet women are -cnjeoying
the new opportunitics of lucowe and employment buk arc merely being
cxploited by  their aloe counter purls. S0 we  shall  investipate
whether the womcn locaz: cnjoy o better standard in Lerms of their
consumption ol floov und clothing, Ye shall awluo cxamine whother
their role in variows decision malking process 1is aore significant

than one~-lonee woumc.

hn importent sccondary impact which may occur as a conseyuence
of wouwen's preater involvement in productivc activity is on their
reproductive  behaviour,  The hypothesis Lthat can be put forwerd
is that Qlon; with @ rise in consciousness and greater involvement
in productive activity, the loance women Lay 5!; motivated Lo make
more use ol contrucestives and reduce the rale of reproduction,
In this respec towe shall examine the wnowledys, occeplance and
adoption of v'amily planaing  practices and (,‘Stimdl'.'l.'. the level of

fertility of the participating women comparcd to the non-participunts,

i dmprovament in che standerd of living and lovel of aspirations

of thuse woscn can have permancnt influcnce in the lives of the

next

peneration as well. They ere likely to puide their ancxt generation to



a hecter future if they spend more for their cducation and create

opportunitics for cuployment in highe productive jobs. They way

also raise the age of marriagc for their daughter. All this depends

not so much on their cmploymént as such but on the enlightenment

they receive ine the procosslbf'joining the- Bank, Ue shall try to
1

throw light on these issues to ‘see whether” their consciousness and

aspirations have change after joining the Dank.

Data‘and Mcthodology

Tﬁis study is bascd on primary data ,collccted by ficeld level
surveys conducted during June to Qctobcr 1985, A multi-stage samp-
ling procedurc was adopted for the survey,. Firstly we randomly
sclected 20 per cent of the bank branchca whlch have been operating

for wore than three ycars and 10 per cent of ELranches operating
for onc to less than three years;iAThus a total of 15 branches were
selectcd. From each branch we randomly sclected onc male centre
and onc female centre subject to the condition that both of them
belong to onc villaze. In the first phasc of the survey all loances
from these centres were intcrvicwed,  This Su;i vey focusscdlattcntion
more specifically on  credit opcration and repayment performance,
For the female loances another intensive survey was conducted in
the next phasc.  In this phase we covered five villages sclected
randomly from the carlicer sample villages and arc under the operation

of the Bank for morc than 3 years, This survey includcs information

on her income, cost and returns and employment from the loan financed activity,



pappern of investment, “xpenditure on basic necds anu  some aspects

of consciousncss raising ferviliey  and family pPlanning practices

and her role ip family decision making.

To evaluate the inpact of G loan on various aspects of the life
of these women we firstly comparc the data for women who have been
ucmbers of the GO for different periods, To compare them with women

of similar statug (lundlcss) vho have no access to €5 loan we sclected

P

Lwo control villages in two areas (Tangail and Rangpur)  The control
villages werce sclected sueh chat they resemble the project villages
in terms of physical charactéristicé and landowﬁcrship patern, llossains
(19€4) earlier Study siows that the léndlcss group from such control
villagé closely rescmblo the benchmark characteristics of @B loances,
Households fro& these control villagces and from cach of the Gp village
were  stratificd according to four landholding  and two occupation
croups.  Then 49 houscholds were sclcctodlfrom each village on the
basis of stratificd randon sampling where sample from cach strata
was represented in proportion to its size.  The housewife frog cach
houschold who did not  join the €2 were intervicwed and forméd' the
; . .
vasis for conparison, So we shall get a comparative picture for loancce
voticn,  non-loan2e  landlcss vomen  from project village, non-loance

landless women from control village and nonloance wonicn  from” land-

owning groups in the project and control villages,



Chapter 2

Baclzground characteristics of the female loanecs

This section with cxaminc thc background of the female loances
vith a view to identify any difference from the non-mcmbcr target
group and the male loances., Since the GB membership is a nor-tradi-
tional cndeavour, it mny.bc'cxpccted that women with an unusual back-
ground will first comc forward. Ve examinc the personal qualifica-
tions like cducational attainment, mariFal status, age ctc of the

loances and some inforsation about the characteristics of the house-

hold where she lives,
Age:

- Table 2,1 gives age disf%%bution of male and female loances.
It is scen that thc fcemale loances are morce concentrated among the
younger age than the malc loances. VWhile 737 of fcﬁalé loanccs are
below the age of 35 ycars, 61% of male loances fall in this group.
Yhen we comparce the age distribution of women by the age of member-
ship with GB it appears that the women who have boen GB members for
longer duration arc wmorc conceﬁtratcd in'tho oldcr age group. This
would support the contcntion' that the 'first initiative was token
mostly by older women who are likely to'bc more frce from norms of
purdah or traditional shy hchaviour, In table 2.3 we comparc the
average age of loance women with  housewives of other groups £ wemen,
Cegey the wvife of malc loances, wifc‘of non-loance landless and land-

owning groups. Age of the active loance women is slightly lower

than wives in non-loance groups.
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Table 2.1: Age Distribution of Male aud Female Loances

Male Femalce
Age

group Number % of Number 7% of

of cascs loances of cascs " loancces

14 - 20 21 4.8 ) 76 14,4
21 - 35 249 56.5 308 38.3
36 - 50 . 147 33.3 126 23.9
51 & above 24 5,4 16 3.4
ALl group 441 45,5 528 54,5

Table 2,2: Percentage Distribytion of Female Loanees by.the
Period' of Membership and Age

Age group Age of membership with GB (yqars)*

One Two Three | T Four Five +
14 ~ 20 19.5 12.9 3.2 45 1Lg
21 - 35 60.3 60. & 47,4 52.3 76,5
35 - 50 20.1 23.0 31.6 33.6 0.0
51 2 above 0.G 3.7 7.9 . 4.5 ~1lg
ALl group 33,0 41.1 144 8,3 3.2

Total percentage in cuch coluin may slightly deviate from hundred
because of rounding, ~
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Table 2.3 Age of the housewives in various loance
and non-loance groups,

Group Average age
(ycars)
1. Active female loance 31.01
2, ’ Incffective female loancc 34,00
3. Wife of male loance 3.19
4, Control village targct group 34,22
5. C:B. village non member 33,51
G, (450-2.50 acrc) landowners '37.35
7. 2,50 & above landowners £0,84

All group 33.36
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Marital status:

The widows and divorcced/seperated women form a spceial disadvan-
taged group in rural socicitics. They may need to support themsclves
and the family and may be prepared to do so.  They enjoy some degree
of frecdom in taking their own dccision.  So they have an advantage
to come forvard to join the bB. In this respect unmarriced women
arc in thce most disadvantngeous position. Since marricd women consti-
tute the major part of adult women population, a programme with
cqual number of men and women (or morc of women) cannot rcly only
on widowed or diverced women, We find that (Taﬁlc 2,4 847 of GB
women m;mhurs arc currently married and 117 come from widowed and
divorced, Amung mile mcmbers 80% arc currently marricd. GB has
becen successful to attract 4.5% of its female members from unmarricd
women.,  If we look at the marital status of women by their period

of membership, we find that (Table 2.5) cven among the older members,
necarly four-fifth of the women were marricd. Thus, marriape is not

a barrier to the membership of GB,

A comparison of the pattern of marital status of the loances
with the national level distribution of marital status for ten years
and above aged women sho@ that the representation of divorced/widowed
womcn is similar., The proportion of married women has a greater

represcntation among the female loances which is balanced by a lower

percentage of unmarricd women being members (Table 2.6).
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Table 2.4: Distribution of Male and Female Loances
By The Marital Status

haritnl Male Female

status Humber 72 of Number % of
of cascs male of cascs female

loances loances

Unmarried 45 10.2, 24 4.5

Currently 360 - 88.6 446 84,3

marricd

Pivorced/ 3 0.7 9 1.7

scharated

idowed/Widower 2 0.5 50 9.5

Table 2,5: Percentage Distribution of Female Loanees by
Marital Status and the Period of Membership

Marital Status Age of membership

Ono Two Threc Four Five &

above

Unmarricd 2.9 4.6 10.4 G.C 5.9
Currently marriod 67.4 86.2 12,7 64,1 82.4
Hidowed/Separated/ G.7 9.2 16.9 15.9 11.8

Divorced

Table 2.6: Comparison of Marital Status of Femaie Loances
with the National Distribution

Marital Status % of female % of 10 or abovc aged women
loences for the whole country

Hever marricd 4.5 23.7

Currently marricd 84.3 63.4

Fivorccd/Widowod ' 11.2 12,9
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Educational attainment:

Attainment of school cducation is not cxpcécted to be very high
among tﬁc landless group who a;; the clicntelle of GB and cspecially
their womenfollk, Only onc women out of our samplc of (534) had S.S.C.
lcvel cducation, Only 257 of thcéé vomen had an cducation of primary
or highcr level.  Among male loances 2% were SSC and HSC holders
and another 45% had primary or above level cducation, The female
loances have similar educational background compared to thc houscwives
belonging to the non=lcance houscholds as revealed by Table 2.7.
Thus cducation docs not scem to be a nccessary prerequisite to act

as a driving force to join thc GB,

We should clarify onc point. Among the femalc loances as com-
parcd to male loances and specially to non-loanee housc;ives, a larger
pereentage mentioned that they can sign their names.. This is becausc
the members have to learn signing their names as they join the GB.
Of coursc, this reveals that these women are able to learn this

at this age.

Family background

The women loances belong mostly to nuclcar families. Only
about on. - sixth of the loance group as comparcd to about onc -
fifth of thc  centrol group samplc come from cxtended or joint

familiucs,
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» c; L}
Table 2,7: Educational Status of Male and Female Loances

Educational No, of - % Ho. of Z
Status male : female
loances - ~ loances
. y,
Illiterate 2 0.5 31 5,8
Can sign only 233 52.8 371 69.5
Below primary 128 - 29,0 119 . 22,3
Upto class ecight 60 13.6 9 1.7
Upto class ten 9 2.0 3 0.6
SSC & IS¢ 9 - 2.0 1 0.2

441 45,2 534, 54.8




Table 2.8; Educational St
Groups of Lo

16

atus of llousewives From V
ance and Non-loance Houscholds

arious

Groups  Illcterate Crn sign Below Upto class SSC &
e . only Primary .. .ten HSC
1 12,78 76,69 4,51 6.01 -~
, (17) (102) (6) (C)
2 5,55 66.67 11,11 6.67 -
(1) (12) (2) (3)
"3 64.06 16,22 5.40 10.81 2,70
(24) (€) (2) (4) (1)
4 83.33 9.28 - 5,55 1.85
(45) (5) (3) (1)
"5 73,01 5.35 6.35 11.11 3.17
| (46) (4) (4) (7) (2)
6 50,79 11,11 6.35 23.81 7.94
(32) (7) (4) (15) (5)
7 - 52,00 . 4,00 3.00 32.00 4,00
(13) (1) (2) (8) (1)
All group 54,29 34,86 5.09 12,21 2,54
(178) (137) (20) (48) (10)

Group Identification

Active female loance

Inceffeetive female loanoc

Vife of male locnee

Control villnge target-group

G.B. village non-member target group
(.50 - 2.50 acre) landowners

2.50 & above landownors

NV S WA
o oy il



Table 2.9: Type of ﬁouscholds:f
and Non-loance Households

or Various Gr

oups of Loance

Type of- Houschold

Groups Nuclear Extended Joint
Number 2 Number 7 Number A

1. Active 112 £4.3 16 12.0 5 3.8
female
loanec

2, Incffective 15 33.3 2 11.1 1 5.6
female
luance

3. Wife of 25 67.6 10 27.0 2 5.4
male :
loance

4. Control vil- 43 79.6 4 7.4 7 13.0
lage target
aroup

5. GB village 47 74,6 10 15.9 6 9.5
non-member '

.. target group |

6. (.50-2.50 34 54.8 12 19.3 16 25.8
acre) land- - '
owners

7. 2.50 & above 0 32.0 3 12,0 14 56.0

landowners
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Table 2,10: Relationship Between the Loance and Non-Loance

Housiewives of Various groups With the Héad of

the Houschold.,

Groups 1 2 3 4 5 s)
Jclationship With h
the flead of the
Heuschold
Sclf: Cascs 13 - - - - - -
7 .0 - - - - - -
i-usband: Cascs - 113 16 35 53 60 55 23
% 85.0 €8.9  94.6 98.1 95,2 87.3 92.0
Son: Cascs 4 4 1 1 ' - 3 4
D/’J 3oC 5-6 2.7 - ["08 6.3 4.0
Cther mnle: Cascs 3 1 1 -~ .-
7 ‘ 2.3 5.6 2.7 - - 3.2 4,0
lw.ther: Cascs - - - 1 - 2 -
yA . - - - 1.9 - 3.2 -

Group Identification -

1 = Active female loence

2 = Inceffective fomtle loance

3 = Hife of mole loanee

4t = Control village tarsct group

5 = G.D. village non-nuaber target

= (.50-2.50 acrc) land owners

2.50 & above land owners.
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dnteresting point to note, however, is that 10% of the loance

3

womcn;!'ﬂé':ﬁeadé' of the hbusehold themseclves, Fow of the control
groups-ir our sample had female headed houscholds. Lalce member other
than husband was hcad of the family for 6% of the loances (Table

2,10).

Resource base

In terms of the average size of own land, the male and female
loanees are of almost cqual standing., The average size of land owned
was 23 decimal for malce loanees and 25 decimal for femalo loances,
the difference between these averages is not at all significant stati-
stically, This average was , g aecimal for non-member landless and
1¢ decimal for the control village target group. Thus among the clien-

tal group women belonging to larger landholding group joined GB,

Even within such similar avcrage landownership, there is one
difference between male and female loances, Among the women, a larger
percentage is completely landleés (possesses no land, not even for
homestead). 242 female loances ‘and 8% male loances fall in this group.
50 cven within the target group, womch form a lower strata and deser-

ves more attempt for their uplifting.

Other  important assets in rural areas consist of livegtock.
Me found that the average number of cows and goats owned fby the
loance women and men werce almost same at the time they eontered the
Dank. The figures arc 1,66 and 1.59 cows and 1.23, 1.95 goats for

male and temale loances respectively,  But only 337 of male loanees
and 227 of female loances possessed cows and 32 and 267 possessed

goats.



Table 2.11: Distribution of Ownership of Homestead for
Various Groups of Loanee and Non-Loance
Houscholds.

Groups

I8

L

Active female
loance

Incffective
female loance

Wife of male
loance

Control village
target group

G.B. village
non-number
target group’

(.50-2,50 acre)

2.50 and above
land owners

Self

22.6
(20)

20

llomestead owned by

Others within
the family

74,5
(99)

38.5
(15)

G7.

(30)

88.9
(43)

GG.6
(56)

95.2
(59)

96.0
(24)

Others outside
the family.

3.0
(4)

11.1
(2}

2.7'
(10)
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Table 2.12: Ownership of Land and the Size of Cultivated Holding
of Loanee and N,a-loanee Houscholds

Groups

1. Active female
loance

2. Ineffective female
loanec

3. Vife of male loance

4, Control village
target group

5. G.B. village
non-member
target group

6. (.50-2.50 acre)
“: landowners

7. 2.50 and above
land owners

A1l households

Land

owned
per household

Average size of
cultivated holding

(in acres) (acres)
.25 25

.26 .19

.23 .38

.09 .23

.16 .25
1.27 2,99
5.45 0 3.45
0.93 1.04

]

Table 2.13:

Lonce

lale

Fomale

Ownership of Non-land assets
Female loances.

Percentage of loances

by Male and

Avcerage number of

who own animal owned

Goat Cows Goat Cow:s
32 35 1.88 1.60
25 22 1.65 1.59
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Thus the male and female loances do not show any large difference
in terms of the owncrship of basic resources by the family, though
anong . the female loanecs a larger percentage ifail in the completely

deprived group with very mesre assets.

In terms of average family size the loanee aqd the control groups
arc very similar (table 2,14, BDut the differeﬁte arises from the
swmahder meén number of male earners among the active female loanee
houscholds as compareﬁ to other loanec and non~loanee houscholds.
This is one of he factors which accounts for the.:joining of Grameen

Sank by these women,

We should highlight onc point of difference of the loanec groups
as comparcd to non-loancc groups. This relates to the participation
ratio. Thé last column of tablc 14 shows that all thc lbance groups
and spcc;gilymthc active female loance familieg hav&'muéﬁ highcr

P

participation ratio. This is thce conscquence of ingreased finule

participation resulting frowm G3 financed activitics.
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Table 2.14: Average Number of Earning members among Various Groups
of Loance and Non-Lodnee Households. g

Groups Family Average Average - Participa-
size = number number tion rate

of male of total

carncrs carning

mcmbers

1. Active female loance * 4,36, 1,29 | 2.2 46.1
2, Ineffective fcmale .

loance ' -~ 5.11 1.56 2,06 40.3
3, Wifc male loancc 4,83 1,46 1.77 36.6
&, Control village

target group 4.34 1.36 1,50 31.0
5, G.D. village non-

member target group 4,96 1.45 1.69 34.1
6. (.50-2.50 acre)

land owners 5.96 1,65 1.78 26.8
7. 2,50 & above land- ' ' )

owners » C.00 2.12 2.17 24,7

All 5.48 1.50 1.94 35.4
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Chapter 3

Ranking Performance of Female Loaneces

Progress of Credit Operatior
This section will review the progress of credit operation of
thc GB among women and  will examine the repayment performance of female

loanees vis-a-vis the male loances.

-----Progress of credit opceration for women has two aspects - the
increase of the nuinber .of women joining the Bank and phc oxpansion
in the amount of loan disbursed. ..Table 3,1 shows the trend in the
number of female loances over the entire period, During the recent
years the number has increased faster than in previous‘years, The
reason \méy be eithér that women are ‘becoming morc ‘prog;ggsive and

coming forward as the Bank is becoming well known in an arca,

But the morc mportant recason seems to be the encouragement given
form the side of the GB, The female members are larger in propértion
in the new combared to the old branches, This policy is rat%onal
in view of the béttér rcpaymbnt.performance of fcmale lo9qecs_and
the consciousness about the neced to enhance tﬁc position of women,
Yhatever be the recason, rural women Have improved their position
day by day in terms of their access to institutional credit provided

by Grameen Eank.

Table 3.1 shows that the amount of loan taken by cach loanec
is increasing, Two points can be noted. The amount of loan given

to the new loances has increcased over time. The .size of loan has



aleo increascd with the age of membership with 20, The first may
boe explained in terws of supply side policies. The swvcond from demand
sides  The confidonce of the loances and/or the profitability of
an enterprise incrcase with the voluwme of investiacni, This becomes
apparent to the loances after they acet their £irst loans.,  So they
p%ace a hipher request next time. As a branch becowws older and/or

with the success of GF venturc it is possible to take the risk of

giving a larger loan Lo thoe new wembers.

Table 3.2 shows the amount of loan currently lying with malc
and  female loances. Yt is obscrved that the anount of loan given
to both wmale and female loances are higher for .the older members,

This is partly duc to a gradual increasce in the amount of loans
disburscd cach ycar. This is reflected by the differcnce of the
prescnf_ loan with once first loan, whi(.:h- is highcr for older loanecs
(Table 3.3). This along with thc data on the volume of the first
loan shows one intcresting trend.,  FHale loanecs whd arc members for
five years or more obteincd on the average taka 2063 as their first
loan from the GI. Averapge loan given initially to the femalc loances
{who have been membors for 5 yeurs or more) was L'rﬂm 10¢4 which is
almost half thc amount given to male loances.  Cver the years, the
amount of 1loans disbursed to old nembers has incruascd, for female
loanecs the rate of 1acrcase has been proportionatily morce than the
male loances.  The size of current loan for malce leances for this
croup  is only 184 higher than ‘that for the fliale loances.  Even

the situation ’ of new female loanccs
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has also improved. The size of the current loan for none of the
groups (on the basis of age of GB membership) of male loanes is more
than 167 higher than the current loan of female loances. Male -
female difference in the amount of first loan disbursed from GB has
decreased for the new members,  These figures suggest that the male
"~ female difference in the amount of loan given by GB is being gradu-
ally removed., It appears from the findings that female loanecs star-~
ted their journey cautiously and timidly who have ngw.gathcrcd experi-

ence and confidence over time,

Table 3.1: Distribution of GB loan between the two sexes
during the last 8 years,

Year Yotal amount Total ' Avcrage amount

of loan (00,000) Members of loan

Male Female Male Female Male Female
1978 2.87 0.53 220 700 1304 757
167¢9 23,17 7.35 1297 903 1786 814
1920 160.96  40.5 10,175 4,655 ' 1532 870
1931 390.01 146,71 14,772 9,356 2640 1568
1632 674.46  281.32 1,631 11,785 - 3620 2387
1933 1284.03  665.17 31,782 26,538 4040 2506
1634 2805.45 2137.34 53,000 38,045 52903 3214
19G 4331.21 4592.96 59,076 109,443  733] 4197
(upto

llovember)
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Table 3.2: Average amount of loan currently distributed
by the age of GB membership and sex,

‘embership Male female

?ﬁizszgnof Avcrage  Standard Average  Standard

loans) amount deviation amount deviation

(taka) - (taka) '

Cne 2376 72,25 2043 58.61
(101) (174)

Two 3365 90,83 3061 96.40
(159) (221>

Threc 3707 123,67 35¢7 101.64
(94) on

Four 3315 117,55 3204 ' 97,29
(46) (44)

Five or more 3805 131,28 3270 21,11

.. (41) (13)
All group - 3264 114,31 2832 103.84

(441) (534(

-

Figures in the parenthesis show the number of cascs,



Table 3.3: The average amount of loan received on the first

occasion for GB members of various duration by sex

[‘ecmberchip
suration
(Mumber of
loans)

One

Two

Three

Four

'ive or more

All group

HMalc Female
Anount Standard Anount Standard
(Taka) Ueviation (Taka) Deviation
227 84.24 2044 56.39
(G0) . (169)
2224 69.80 1621 73.36
(159) (221)
1926 79,87 1656 £261
(94) (77)
2018 77.05 1391 67.61
(46) (44)
3505 131,20 3270 01.11
(41) (16)
3264 114,31 2832 103.84
(441) (534) ‘

Figures in the parcnthesis show the number of cases.

‘

Table 3.4: Diffcrence (in taka)'Betwccn the current and first loan
for loances of various duration of membership and by scx.

Puration of
licmbership
(Humber of loances)

Two
Threce
Four

Five or more

A1l group

Male

1141
1858
1297
1741

1236

Female

1240

13598
2183
210

1035




29

Repayment performanqe of female loanees

In view of the procedure of weekly repayment in small amounts,
the GB members fingd it easy to repay the loan. It is found from
he credit survey that most loans  &re repaid t1mely and very small
proportion remains overdue (Table 3. 7) ~ Only 3.2% of the total loans
remained ovcrdue among the female loanees. The loan rcpayment perfor-
mance of women is better than that of male loances, Amount falllng
overduc beyond 52 weeks (by which t1me the loan necds to be entlrely

rcpald) is insignificant (less than 172).

Table 3,5 gives information . about the regularity ,of repayment
performance. 81,37 of female loances do not have any overdue install-
ments, as eompared to 74;4 for male'lonnees} 8.6% of male loanees
and 7.8% of " female loancos have 6' or more overduc installmenks.
Cn'the other hand 11.4% of male-loances and 13.5% of female loance
(table 3.6) have paid some installments in advance. 37 loanecs of
each.scx naye paid 6 or morc\installments in advance., Thus in cach

count, the repayment performance of female laonces is better and

the rate of repayment is excellent:

Such repayment performance by female loanecs deserves more credit
on a few other related srounds. An earlier study (Hossain '1985)
as well as the present study  shows that female dcct1v1tles financed
by GB loan yleld a lower return than male act1v1tlcs. »uO a regular
repayment mcans a greater strair for these loances, Apart from that,
the %oan of many of the female loanees are used by their husband

or male household members who may be reluctant to supply the loance
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Table 3.5: Distribution of overdue loans by Number of.

instalments overdue

Female loance

All loance

[lumber of liale loanee

gg;igisents Number A Number % Humber A
lil 328 74,4 434 81.3 762 78.2
1 -2 - 51 11.6 30 5.6 3] 8.3
I -4 24 5.4 25 5.2 52 5.3
6 & over 38 8.6 42 7.0 80 8.2
Total - 441 '100.0 534 100.0 975 100,0

Table 3.6: Distribution of Cascs by Number of advance

" ' instalments paid, by Sex.

Humber of Male loance Female loance All loance

advance Number & Number ~ %  Humber %

instalments

Negative 113 25.6 100 18,7 213 21,8

(overdue) o '

Hil 278 63.0 362 67.3 640 © 65,6

1 - 2 27 6-1. 42 709_ 69 701

3-5 " 10 2,3 14 2.6 24 2.5

5 + 13 3.0 16 3.0 29 2.9

111 loaneces 441 100.0 534 100,0 975 100.0

Table 3.7: Extent of overduc loans

Sex” Amount of crcdiq Amount overduc Percent overdue

received Total  Beyond Total peyond 52
' 52 wceds viceks
iale  14,41,500 49,650 4,810 3.4 0.3
Female '15,12,500 49,060 9,310 3,27 0.6
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with funds to pay the installments. It rcmains her responsibility
to get the required sum by generating othef sources of income (like
vcgctable gardening) or by persuading the husband who is otherwisc
indifferent, The survey findings show tﬁat a larger pcrcentage (8.17)
of loan taken by female loances are spent for unproductive purposecs
as compared with that fer the men (4.9%). This part of a loan is
difficult to pay back as it docs not generate any income directly.
The good repayment record of female loanees has to be asscssed against

this unfavourable background which will further glorify their perfor-

mancae.
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Chapter 4

Use of Loan by Female Loances

In this chapter, we shall cexamin the pattern of utilisation of
loan in

/&cneral, and the extent of utilisation for generation of self-employ-
ment. for the women in particular. In patriarchel rural society,
there is a risk that cven if institutions are channelling resources
to..women, it may ultimatley go to the hands of malc guardians in
thc;family'f -This may rcsult from the foreible claim by a husband
(or other male member) as well as through the willfull ‘surrender
of the money to the husband by the loancc.hersclf. This she may
do to avoid the physical labour that is required or simply because
of the lack of confidence required in organising an activity and
may rely on the husband to maximisc the income and welfarc of the
family, GB's recent policy of giving loan to only onc member of
the family may cncourage this éven more, She may usc the loan to
add to the capital of hcr‘ husband. This often becomes essential
when an urgent investment was held up duc to the lack of fund, c.g.
mending the transport vehicle used by the husband for eccrning etc,
As long as the weekly installmcnt payment is assurcd by the husband,
the wifc has no interest to deny a sharing of the loan with the hus-

band,

In such a situation it is rather uncxpected that woe found 77.4Y%
women utilising more than 757 of the loan hersclf. Only 127 loances

surrendered all their borrowed moncy to their husband (or malc guardians),
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Table 4.1z Average Amount of Loan Usced by the Loance
Herself for various Sizes of. Total Loan,

Amount of. Average ~ Avérage amounf-ktaka)—--
total loan . Amount of of loan uscd by the -  1Sx100
loan takens loance herself : " TL
(TL) (LS)

1-1000 912 912 100,00
1C01-1500 1430 1296 90.62
1501-2000 1699 1638 88.89
2C01-2500 236% 2192 92.53
2501-3000 2831 2272 80,25 -
3001-4000 3666 2642 72.07
4001-5000 4460 2055 46,08
All groups 2376 1920 80.80

i
*This is for thosc loances who; use at least a part of the

«loan
themselves, S
\



Table 4.2: Size of the Loan Given to Women who Did
not usc any part of the loan hersclf

amount of Total lumber of cascs not
total loan cascs using the loan hersclf
1-10GC 15 -
 1001-1500 1€ 1
1501-2000 34 : 5
2001-2500 20 -
#501-3000 33 5
3001-4000 25 9
4001 & above 8 ~3
All groups 151 18

If we consider only thosc who did not surrcendir the total amount,
we find that 807 of their loan is used by them, Table 4.1 and 4.2

show the rclation betweern total amount of loan znd the percentage
uszd by the loance hersclf, We find that thosc who borrow a larger

amount, trensfcer @ greater percentage to other fomily woabors,

If we relate the proportion of leoan uwscd by the [emale loances
thonselves; with tho nusmber of times they had tszken loon, we find

that the pericrimmee of thce pew Joances arc herrtore, Ty rate of utili-

[
“y

R D o s
PoYle ity vt numbor of Yol s L

. e
Somuerenip Luxcuept

00
o4

Kty

= S T
S.t1ln iy aol

E

the oldest group whore the number of coses is very =2:11).  Tadle

n

LoL ives this informorion,
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Table 4,3: Percentage of loan used by the female loanec
herself for various periods of GB Mcmbership

Percentage Number Amount of Total amount of
used by of loan (taka) loan taken (taka)
herself cascs uscd by
herself

06 18 00 3057
1 to 10 4 206 2831
11 to 25 5 - 702 3327 .
25 to 50 11 125¢ 3134
51 to 75 10 1832 301¢
75 to 9C 5 2155 2585
S0 to 100 - G7 2143 2149
All group - 151 1701 2461

Table 4,4: Relationship between the percentage of loan used by
the loance herself and the period of her membership

Feriod of Fercontage of the loan Humber of
mcmbership UScd by horsclf cases

1 year 67.60 : 26

2 " el,¢9 - 72

3 " 61,27 35
Lo" 33,00 12

S % oabave 65,03 4

A11 nmepbors 75,49 140
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Pattern of Sectoral Allocation of Lonan

An interlinked issuc- is the diversion of loan to unproductive
or consumption usc, When the loan is.obtaincd, a part of it is spent
on consumption itcms Or Cconsumcr durables such as mciciuy house etc,
Vhen we report this as a draiﬁ.of>brbductivc resources, we should
bear in mind that in futurc femilics resources may be uscd to supple-
ment the rest of the fund from loan to make a sufficient amount for
investment. A few borrowers may cven add her own rosources over
and above the borrowed amount, Thié wculd be a net addition to the
investment.  This supplementary investment would not be made in the
abscnce of the borrowed fund. Such net addition to investment may
bc scen as some form of pull'factor gencrating new saving znd invest-
ment.  An cstimation of such incremental investmont is casier for

female loances who did not usually operate the scme enterprise ear-

licr. For them the whole investment in the GB zctivity is a pew

investment and a dcductioﬁfof the GB loan comirg to the hands of
A . .

the woman from the total investment will show the net' addition or

reduction {through consumption) in investiblc fund supplicd by the

lomn,

Cur data (table 4,6) shows that 85 losnee added an amount of

tala &0252.00 from othor sources: In this discuseion we considered

only the loaxn to which the loancee had noccls, Any amcunt token by
the husbond did not onter this calovl:tion,  In conir -t o toinl
I ER350,0C viere chnrencdlod te the male fapily mermbors wlich is sli-

chtly highoer than thoe amount of  davestioent supplonornt.d from the

-
(&)
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Table 4.4: Relationship between the percentage of loan used by
the loanee herself and the period of her menbership

Period of -~ ‘ Percentage of the loan Number of
membership used by herself cases

1 year 87.60 26

2 " Gl.?? 72

5 0 61,57 35

L " - 53.33 12

5 & above 65.33 4

All members 75,49 149

Table 4.5: Distributicn of the total amount (net of GF & EF)
of loan given to women

Range of total lumbe T Average amount of

lozn (taka) of casces loan fo; each woma
1-1000 15 011.7

1001-1500 16 1424,7

1501-2000 34 1896.8

2001-2500 20 . 2358,7

2501-3000 33 283C.6

30C1-400C 25 3875.2

G0 & above 3 ACRINS

411 group 151 2L57.8
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Table 4.6: Total capital Investment by Female Loanees in
comparison to Total Amount of Loan Obtained.

Total Number of loanecéuﬁho invest - . Average amount
Amount of investment
of loan More than Less than same over and above
(taka) the loan  the loan amount - then loan
1-1000 . 14 - 1 741,67
1001-1530 12 1 2 616,47
1561-2000 23 1 S 738.10
20G1-2500 15 2 3 715,25
2501-3060-- 16 2 8 454,64
3001-4000 11 - 3 ~522,31
4001-5000 2 - 3 270,00

fomilies resources, Zut we Ashdli not think -that this amount is

lost totally from thc productive sector because a part of the fund

taken by the husband was also invested in productive actiVity.

Vhat happens to the moncy that is transferred to the husband
or othcer male meabers of the family? Table 4.7 shows the distribu-
tion of this monecy., It includes the fund uscd by the wale members

fvom both the grours of female lonnces; who portly usce the loan

m
,l\

and who surr-ndcr tho total amcunt. waty Tizopereont of  this

money  is spiat en cszontinl cad non-cssenticl consanption. The

croportion is larer trhon that spent for censumjption jurrrscs by

1

the forcle lowmces thenselves. Thus on the sreunds of productive

U

s
-
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Table 4.7: Sectoral Distribution of the GB Loan Usecd by the
Male Family Mcmbers : '

_ Humber of - Amount of % of total

Sector cases engoged the loan cmount used by
“n this sector uscd male members

Livestock v 4 oG77 5.76
hgriculture 10 25350 15.07
Processing 3 9500 6.77
Trading 25 59500 42,42
Essential 14 17100 12,19
consumption
llon-csscntial 10 19635 14.00
consumption

Others ' 1 11.00 .01

utilisation of loan it nay be_useful to sec that the fcmalc loanece
rctains the control over the loen hcrselfd%:ﬁshould'takéihbtc of
another fact. Twenty [ive percent of the fund tnken by the husband
vas used in agriculture. lost of it was invested in tdking land

on mortgage or releasing previous mortgaged out land, .

vVhat are the sictors where the lonn is used by the loance?

L~

Cnly in four easus Tk, 303, on - PRy wrE ospont for consunption

cna o houschuilding porpnacs, Tls

n
-
i

chonzioniffennt boreont ace

of the total amount of 1c:n uscd by

v

the m,
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Livestock raising is the mest popular activity in which the
loan is used., &9 female loanées out of 133 were cngaged in beeff-
attening or raising milch ccw., Another 9 women rcared pgoats.
The next important activity was paddy’ processing combined with tra-
ding. The naturc of this activity is that paddy is purchased from
the market and the women arc involved in processing the paddy which
is husked either in the dheki or in rice mills (or a combination)
and the rice is then sold. The margin between the salc procceds
and thc initial investment in paddy is the profit., This athGity
involves two componcnts,: processing and trading.,  They cannéf be
scparated and has to bo treated as joint activity, 75 women were

cngaged in this paddy processing cum trading activity.

In one ar¢a of Tangail, oil pressing has boen a traditional

e 1
%ill &nd many women invested on 0il pressing machinc and/or bullocks
used in that machinc. This has baen the third major activity finan-

ced by the loan.

Oilpressing required the largest amount of capital on the aver-
¢ followed by milchcow ruising, Trading, paddy processing and
beeffortening follow the list. Tt is found that crpital per enter-

prisc is not viry lorge in 2ny of these activities. This is because

of thc fact that in the axisting circumstonces nonc of the activities

could b oried out on 3 lorser schle. For cnsonle, ost oworen
would Iootornn epnce ed adoou b s nly 0 T s Ty Looodnting
more than ond eattdes  In the circumstancas they ofien chocs. to
Civersify the dInvestuont in rwe differont wetivitios.,  This  lso
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reduces the risk and sincc income from livestock raising comes with
a long'geséation period, a suppldmcnting of a quick return yielding
investment facilitates the repayment of weekly installments. Paddy
processing and poultry raising is most often undertaken as the

supplementary investment.

For most of thc activities, we find that when they arc under-
taken as the second important activity the capital investment is
smaller than in the same activity undértéken as the first activity
(table 4.9). This iﬁ.duc to both a shortage of funds as well as
due to the constraints on the availability of family labour input
‘in some cascs. The first conscraint could be rclaxed by enhanciﬁg

the amount of loan in the next phesc.

Table 4.8: Importance of various activities undertaken
by female loancs and financed by GB.

o Hlumber of Total capital  Average capital

Sectors ; . , : .
cnterprises involved (Tk)  pcr enterpriscs

Beef {attening 43 53£90 1481

iiiltoh cecw raising 46 93305 2028

Goat & Poultry 13 4315 332

Pzddy processing 79 125032 1621

cum troaing

Purlannoing =nd solling 5 ATy 20558

71l priseing 11 276806 2509

Trading 3 2100 2033

Othirs 1 2050 2050
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Table 4.9: Total capital per Enterprise in each activity when
undertaken as primary or sccondary involvement

Average capital when undcrtaken as

Scctor
Primary activivy® Sccondary activity
deeffaltening 1517 1121
(3%) (4)
liiltchcow raising 2041 1750
' (44) (2)
Paddy proccssing 1924 1438
cum trading (2¢) (55)
tluri moking 2517 1470
(3) (2)
0il pressing 2506 -
(11)
Coat, pultry 305 375
(%) (5)
Trading 2050 2000
(2) (1)
Others 2050 -
(1)

#Tizures in the parenthiesis arce the nermber of criscs,
& ¥
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Chapter 5

Impact on Income and Employment

Income

GB loan is cxpccted to raise the level of incomc for the loznee
and thus raises the totzl income of the family as a whole. The loan
may not only raisc the income of the loance but may incrcasu the
income of other members through a few direct aﬁd indirect processes
accompanying thc loan. Firstly, a part of the loan may be invested
by another member of the houschold which will enhance his/her income.
Indircctly, the loan may act as an incentive to all members of‘the
family who may try to increase incomc. For cxample when the husband
buys a cow with GB loan, the wife may try to- grow morc vegetable
which can be sold to cnable them to repay the weckly installment.
in. asscssing the impact of GB loan on income carned by thc women

both of the above aspects should be kept in mind.

The cstimates of houschold income uarned by diffcrent groups
of samples are presented in table 5.1, In terms of average family
income, the female loances have fored well and carned more than

both the project villzge non-members as well ns control village

t-rzet group. The fumilics of fuinle lotwnews corned o slightly higher
average imcome  tiwn {oilics wiih only o ocle letnecs. This mny b
due to o lursor cveraeo .ocroroes hwe fosnle membirs arc invelved

in proguctive coployiont, 2long with the moie worbore of the feaaly,



Table 5.1: The Situation of Household Income of various
Loancc and Non-loanee Groups

Average ycarly Number
houschold income of cascs

(in Taka)

l:lale loance ‘ 16019 35

Female loance 18Q9O 33

Project Village 14204 68
 Hlon-mcember

Control villapc 12696 63

target group

(51-250 dec.) 21296 56

landowncers

275+ landowncrs 416555 23

A11 group 13504 276

Thus a loan given to a women is no luss cfficicnt to raise

family income than a loan to the male workers.,

It should be méntioned here that the positive iapnct on income
occurvd despicc the foct that a larger parcoentz2ge of female loan
from G2 is spent on consumption purposcs, which do not dircctly
wid to the [udly dncome, Tut somce inir ot Tarscs sost have worked
in such coscs. Since instollionts oro poda wedtly, some incomc

is romerzted throu-h notns which do o onot regaire nwch finoacisd

investnont,
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A loan may reduce income of g family, if it is consumed and
if its repayment rcquired the sclling of productive asscts., Or
if the loan is ‘consuncd  and the scopc of escnéihg repryment  may
encourage the loance to sit idlc and not 'buinz, tnieged in incomce
Jencrating work as the consumption nccds are met frop the loan,
Hleither of thesc can bc truc for GB loan which nceds to be repaid

in weckly installments,

In fact, it is found that in thosc tases where the loances
reported a decline in their income after bcing GB member occured

duc to somc adverse situations not rclated to the GF loan.

The comparison of change in income for m2le and fimale loances
after joining GB are given in table 5.2, TFor the fcmjl(_- loances,
only 12 out of 525 Feportid a decline in incomo after they started
t:king G loans, which is only 2% of the whole group, #s to the
reeson of such decline of income, only 2 women out of 12 re¢ported
it to bc duc to not pcrforaing  any productive work, All others
rcported accident, wisiortunc like crop damege and a rise in cost
as the causes of decline of incoinc,  Thus GE loap not only raiscs
{~mily incomc on the “Vertoc, but income of (S17) the large majority

of the loznces had sCLn mp inereasec,

Ls to the re-sen of the rise in incone, an incresse in the
thucant of capital invosiog in busin. s is myst imsortint for hoth
mrle ad femnle lowneus. Tt for Inrec poraons | e voien thio

reeson of dncome incr_oo i thair involveaint in in2ene o orpine

[ £
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-
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Table 5.2: Grameen Bank Loances Own Perccption About the
Change in Their Income After Joining the Bank

Typc of Number % of total
change of loanccs siample

bale Fimzle 1inle Femalce
Increase 409 482 T 65,41 91.51
Samc as beforc 23 33 ‘ 5.31 6,31
Dcercase 6 12 1.31 2.21
Total 438 527 100.0 100.0

mentioned arc dircct or indirevct impact of G3 loans, coxcept an
increase in the volume of wage omployment, rise in wage and others:
Thuse three cexceptions arc gencral in nature Sut ey as well be
rclated to the operation of GB. Tablc 5.3 and 5.4 ;ivies distribution

of the importance of the verious rensonus,
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Table 5.3: The Most Important Reasons of Rice in Income of the

Grameen Bank Loances

% of loances

Rcason
TMale Female
1. TFrec from thc clutckes of moncy - 12,37 5.26
lender (49)* (23)
2. Incrcasc in busincss 67.68 52.63
Capital (263) (230)
3. Participation in productive £.08 31.35
cmployment as against (32) (137)
non-involvement :
&, Riscin agricultural wage 1.01 1.37
(4) (6)
5. ‘Now they are cmployed for 0.50 -
larger number of days (2)
€. Engaged in poultry growing - 0.46
(2)
7. Engaged in fruits ond 0.50 0.23
vigetable growing (2) (1)
8. Tnvestmeat of the G0 loan 2.76 1,37
in Agriculturc (11) (6)
8, Othurs 7.07 7.32
(28) (32)
Total 3096 437

“ Humber of respondents is shown in Lhg paronthe

515,
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Table 5.4: The Relcvance of Various Reasons for a Rlsc

in Incouwe of the Gramcen Bank Loances

Reasons (stated either

Number of loances®#

as the most important,
sccond or third rcasons)¥ ifnle Female
1. Frce from the clutches of moncy 132 59
lender (33.33) (13.50)
2. Increasc in business Capital 350 346
(88.38) (79.13)
3. Participation improductive 87 263
cmployment as apainst non- (21.97) (60.36)
involvement
4., Risc in »gricultural wage 31 50
(7.83) (11.44)
5. Now thcy arc cmployed for 24 23
larger number ofi days (6.06) (5.26)
&. Engaged in poultry prowing 55 86
(13.89) (19.70)
7. Engoped in fruits ond 206 167
vegetable growing (52.02) (38.21)
€. Investment of the GB loan - 10G - 62
in Agriculturc (27.27) (14.19)
€. Othurs 77 167
(16.44) (24.48)
Total
©ach lownde hed ths option of stuting three st liueortsnt ressons,
in the aroer of ‘L...’,Ul’[ Gl .
~frigurces din the paroathionis give the percoinis, . of total ros s pORdcnts

w0 consider this s o rolovant reocson,



The income carncd b& the women themsclves from utiliéation of
the loan can be scen from Table 5.5. On the a;é;cgc they ecarn 5140
teka per year., This comes to about 382 of the totAl income ecarncd
by the houschold on the average. Table 5.5 also shows the distribu-
tion of carnings of thusc women. VYo find that 305 of then carn above
taka 6000 per year.  Such an income is sufficicnt to maintain 2,2
pcrsons above the poverty lcvel.1 16% loancc women 2arn a negligible
sum of lcss than 1000 taka per ycér. This is mostly duc to the fact
that such o percentage uscs less than 25% of their loan themsclves,
The rest is usced by male members of the family., The income from
such activity (orgzniscd by women with loan from G3) is around 28%
of family incemc. 4 morc important point to note is that 4% of these
loance women contribucd almost the wholc of the family‘incomc because
thére wire no anle corners,  In total 22% contributed 507 or morc
to houschold incomc.

It was mentioned carlier that though these activitics are organi-
scd mainly by the female loance :ind mainly w;th the finance provided
by the CE, this often cmerges as a family nctivity where familices
resources are also pooled and other members contribute labour input
to this nctivity. But still wc think th-t it is justified to cbnsidcf
that the fomnle loancc glnerates this dooeme, bochuse it is  her

catelytic role as G3 monbor thoo bd ot poeeible this ende-vonr,

1 This is Losed on the ostimte of pevirey lewel dnconl by Atig
... N .

,
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Table 5.5: Distribution of Ycarly Income Earned by
Gramcen Bank Loance Women

Range of Income from only Loan activities
Income (Tk.) ' Cascs hverage Income
1-500 . 7 306
501-100C 14 775
1001~-2000 11 1580
20G1-3000 D 2417
3001-4000 29 3601
4001-60060 26 L8677
5001-6000 17 6562
‘8001+ 23 12605
A1l group 132 5140

Table 5.6: Women's Income Earnings from Activities not

Fianced by Gramcen Bank Loan.

fLverage yearly
carning (Taka)

Group of Humber of . % of all
Woinen CRrNers houschold
in the
gioup
Active loonce 33 24,01
Inzctive lonnec & 22,22
Vife of mnl. louncc 12 52.43
“ousowives of non moabor 16 45,14
L razuet c1oup in proioct
villaecs
Couseudive ol Liriet il 2z 35,37
copulstion in contrell villoges
{ :4.’5",'.{_;'\.\, ."1‘.’ (:‘:C‘"C.:—IC"I ]L'f 22!55
1 ndonnors
5 3 R 4 26,50
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Table 5,7: Average Income and Employnunt Fram Cronuoen Pank Activities for Fumale
Members of Various Duratiop

Pcriods of NHumber of Avcrage ycarly Average monthly
membership nenbers income from tmployncnt for
GE activitics the locace ip

G Activitjics

Onc 25 4 4964  Taka . 121.C (hours) .
Tuo 65 5151 » 127.0 v
Three 29 4773 " 62,7 "
Four & 3692 " 54,4 "
Five and above 4 &715 " 1241 "

A1l members 149 5149 " 110.2 "
Employment

It is argued (Rahman'1984) that the Participation of women in
development means that thcy cngagc‘thcmsclvusin_productivc cemploynent
and therchy tnjoy an incomc, So apart from incomc fencration, GB
loan may be considired to have fruitfully contributed to intcgration
of womcn ip devilopaont if thcy carn ap income by Lng2ging in the
‘Productive “wtivity  thocsolves, This Survey collected information

on the tim input of vorisys miters of gk fiiily to the LCtivity

Oritnised by n o oo e FRCES SRR Jecind of Sefvey e
14st enc wointh, B d3nd ¢l during this Periv, ihe loanoe VOmLn

on o the versee warlied 4,9 hours A day din thoir ETRR S finnacyd

>
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activity. Including their participation in other productive activi-
tivs of the houschold these women worked 4,93 hours a day in direct
income carning activitics, Such involvement in productive activity
was small for other groups of womcn.1 Table 5.C shows that houscwives
in non-loance groups worked an average of 15 to S5 hours a month

on such productive work (sclf-cmployment)., This comes to .44 hours

to .65 hours o day.

Enployment creation for other members of the family.

In rural arcas of Zangladesh, the farm and the houschold are
closcly interlinked. The houschold premiscs accommodatc the economic
activitics whilc in most cases {cxcept in a few very rich familics)
the family members contribute most o. the labour., This is also true

for GB loan financed nctivitics.

Though a loan is given to & specific person who is responsible
for its usc and repayment, othcr members of the family often bartici-
patc by contributing their labour time. So the employment creating
cffect of femnle lonnces activitics'cannot ¢ fully understood from
tablc £.5 only., In 75 cnscs the husband of the loancce contributes
Isbour time. Table 5, 9 shows different indicators of participation
of other family members.  Since mwost of these loince women previously
did not orginisc such nctivitics, the wrpleysont wornorated for others
1s likely to be o net adeitien to caploveocut oo ortunivy for thom,

1. This wrount of invelvomont in productive work acy not bo very

. LLLIUSL OUr SUIVey wis
seriod Soptoshor-dctober which is a slack

I
sotivitios o oraral orons, ot the dntorgroup conpoarison
L ITE S I S L R R TR R o

Y

. - .
Fooresontative Ior the yoor

condacted durine thc
of 11

Cn e

[
4
v—

1

-
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Table 5.8: Impact of GB activity on cmployment of women

Identification of
thc group

Hours workud over 2 month®

Gb Gtir self Other wage
activity cmployment employment

hective Gp loancces

Passive GB loanecs

125.9(131) 25.3(37)

5G.4(G)

ife of male loancc 20.5(33)
Control village target group 15.1(¢%) 20(1)
GB villagce non-mumber 15.7(54) 4(1)
Gt village (.51-2.50 acrc) 19.¢(5%)
Cb villagc (é.S & cbove) 15.1(25)

*Figures in tho parenthesis indicate the aumber of cases. o ...

Table 5.9: Employment
activities

for other family members gencrated by’
organisdd by Gramecn Bank loanee women

Thc type of

Avernge monthly (in hours)

mcmber cmployment in female GB activity
“usband 52.5(75)*
Cther male moembers 67.6(30)

Cther fonnle members

“Yigures in the paroath

52.2(81)




54

In €1 cases other female members of the houschold were also involved
in these loan financed "activities and on, an average 2.1 hours of

.labour input was contributed by them per day.

We tried to see whether the total amount-of loan given-to the
woman shows any systematic pattern with the employment  generation
for the loanee, her husband and other members of -the. family, But

we did not find any obvious pattern.

Table 5.10:Relationship between employment creation in female GB
activity and the total amount of loan given to them

Lmount of loithly hours of ¢mployment in GZ activity for
loan (taka) Loancc lusband Other male  Other female
nmember members
01-1000 12¢,1 29.3 GC.4 83.5
(25) (6) (2) (6)
1G01-1500 154.,4 47’1~A 104.9 - 69.5
(14) (10)". (2) (8)
15C1-2000 - 123.1 54,3 75.0 39.4
(30 (16) (9) (15)
2001-2500 127.3 7.4 121.9 86.1
(20) 11) (6) (%)
2501-300C 126.7 51.1 G205 Gl.4
(22) (1G (4) (11)
3¢C1-4000 113.¢ L35 74,2 41,4
(20) (1) (5) (©)
4C01 2 above 67.3 55.7 - 20.3
(5) (4) (4)
A1Y zroup 125,95 52.7 &7.0 62.2
(1323 (75) L3 {o1)
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Chapter 6

Impact of GB loan on the Consumptibn Standard of Woﬁen

The situation of consumption of basic necessitics by women in
a family (and the houscwifc in particﬁlar) will dcpend not only on
the family incomc but also on who earns it, who dccides the xpendi-
ture pattern and how much control these women have with respect to
their basic welbeing., We had shown that the GB loances (active)
carn an income many times higher than that they did before fhey joinéd
the Bank and also in comparison to thiir counterpart houscwifes in
the non-member target ;roup. They contribute more than one third
of the family incoa., ¢ shall also sce in a later scction that these
women have a grcater control in the family decision making process.
hpart from th.oir involveinent with the Zank, its membership
and access to institutional crodit also MCans an access  to
some  fixud assits and cndows these women with a specianl status within
the family, Othc; fzmily members become more conscious about the
confort and wclllbeing of the loance Qoﬁcn. 111 these” forces are
liitely to cacrt bencficinl dmp:ct on the lovel of consuaption of
these vonen,  Fow we shall proscent soumc indicetours on their consumﬁf

tion level,

It roguires very spccinliscd suiveys 1o .oasure oxect food con-
sumption or mutritioaal intore by o worson vhich une hiyond the scope
of this study, "¢ cnesoraeed the nenbor ond type of food itose conse-

med by the Busband cod the vidc during the lost enc duy, Tn zddition,
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for the reference period of: last onc week we collccted the number
of mcais they had, i.c. ;hc nu&ber of days when they had onc mcal,
day for which they had two qu tbﬁcc.mcals. Our assumption is that
a larger number of mcals means a better standard of food intake.

It is also desirable to avoid long periods of hunger.

Table 5.1 shows that the number of m;als tzken yesterday arc
higher for the loance groups but arc not very differcnt for thc male
and female loance groups. This is truc for the husband and the wife
scparatcly.  We also cnumersted the type of food items consumed by
cach of them ‘during the last one day. This was donc to reflect the
varicty in their meal. Ue find an improvement in this respect for
both the husband and the wife occuring in the families of active

female loances.

Table 6.1: Number of meals taken by thc husband and the
wife for various groups

fivcrage number of meals taken

Croup Last day Lzst week
Husband Vife “usuand Vife
1. /ctive female loanec 2.73 2,88 14,00 13.56
2. Tneffective fumale loance 2,8 2.75 19,22 16,94
2. 1nle loance z.70 2,02 105 17.14
Do Control villoeo 2,45 RIS 15,08 14.7¢
LrZCU group
5. CUA) villhee pon-pur- .52 o 12,37 16,563
ler Lroet o sroup
T g.za-:.ao I Y, 2077 2,15 £.52

At ouners

(Uh)

f. 2,50 & ThOVe ’.'-“-‘C" :".9‘ 20.2(; ]
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Table 6.2: Types of food items consumed by the husband and
the wife in various groups.

Croup hverage number of itemsmed by the
husband wife

1. /ctive female loecnee 3.22 3.00

2. Ineffcétivc female loance 2.55 2.44

3. lale loanee 2.84 2.65

4. Control vil.age target group‘ 2.85 2,74

5. G.E. village non-member target 2.G 2.66

€. (.50-2.50 acre) '3.32 3:22

land owners

7. 2.50 & above landowncrs 3.1¢ 3.12

Similarly a slight improvement is seen for both the husband and wife
of thc female loance group (table 6.2). Thus, there is some indication
that a loan to womcn may improve the food consumption standard of
women (but not at the cost of that of male members) fhough the differ-

ences as yct arc not very sipgnificant.,

Consumption of clothing and cxpcnditure onthem can relfect the
improvement in the stunderd of censusption, more than that reflected

1

by food corsumption or nu-ler of - .oals,  Those loance houscholds

being drawn fros the aer ocn oo o004 Supriss thedir necd Tor
othing in fovour of codat wing an adecuste fond dinc-e.  So an

Loprovenint in doncone vill be reflected more in on incrons.d CHpendi-
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Data collccted includes the iumber and value of the items consu-
mcd by the head of the houschold and the houscwifc. Some difference
nay be noted for the male and female loance. Ve compare the number
of sarces (the main drcss for women) and the number of shirts and

Punjabis hought during thc last one year for them.

Expenditure on clothing was found to be signficantly higher
for the loance groups as compared to the comparable control groups.
Dut the amount of expenditure on clothing by malc and female loanee
houscholds werc very close. So we should not expect very large
difference in the consumption standards (of clothing) for women from
male loance houschold or for femalc loances. Again, like the slightly
improved situation of food consumpition indicators, consumption of
clothing by fcmale loonecs is zemowhat better than the houscwifes
in male loance houscholds. 1In tah’e L,5 we give figures on the number
¢ value of Sarces purchased during last onc ycar {or various groups
of women. Table 6.4 gives the total coxpenditurce on clothing for

housewives in different groups.,

Ye find that the situation of the wives of male loanecs are
not better than the wives of non-member landless.  On the contrary,
the loance women get larger number of sarces and suoend a grecater
arnount on this item than the houscwives in group 2,4 snd 5. The

differances in both the nusher and value arc statistically signifi-

Can.  While such doprovo st de soldoved Tor Uhe [ oocdc lozned, their

T 1
i

husbands are not neclocusd, e nuerier of itues purchascd (lungi

cnd o shirt=puniobi) by tho feistanus ond their valuos orc hither than

tinsc purchased by loun. odos gad the oor in ncn=Toel cion e (Uibln

[

w

s



Table 6.3: Some Indicators on the Consumption of Clothing by
Women from Various Loance and Non-loanec groups

Group liumber of fimount spent
Serecs on sarccs (taka)
1. Active female loancc 2.10 222.50
2. Incffgctivu female loance 2,06 216.75
3. ldalce loance 1.65 177.16
4. Control village targct group 1,55 | 181,43
5. G.B. village non-nuiber 1.7¢ 193.G2
target group
G. (.SO—é.SO acrce) land ownors 2.16 262,27
7. 2,50 2 above land owncrs 2.64 346.92

Table 6.4: Number and valucs of clothing items purchased by husband
of female loances and the male hcad of houschold in other

groups.
- nverage number and values of itoms
Grouns per male head of houschold
P Lungi Shirt & Punijabi
Yunber Value Dunber Value
1. Active fumall 1omn.e 2,20 146,05 1,14 72.99
2. In offective Temale loanls™ 2,50 14C.C% 1.3 ©3,33
3. Hkzlc loance 2.11 126,70 1.03 68,24
4. Control villasc torzoet 1,4¢ 116,17 0.74 44,26
group '
5. G.Bo vills ¢ non—vinsor 203 17,72 C.¢C  00.01
Larpget group.
S (LI0=705%0 werlY 1oan 2.14 152,352 1.1¢ 101.G2
7o 2,55 0 2bove 1ondninorg 2.0¢ 156,72 1.2 134,05
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e last itwin wes discuss to. illustrate the situation of wonen
in toras of uxpcnditurc‘for their oun bencfit, is the medical cxpensc,
Table 5.5 gives date on averzze m2dical coxpenses per wonan who 2ot
any troatment.  Eut the datz on thiz account should beo treated with
caution Lecausc the nature .ad  scriousmess  of discases may  vary.
Still we get somc andiccotion kit the loance women ar. recoiving
more attontion for their hezltheare at least in terws of the woney

spent in o year. e do not expict a systematic bias to aake  the

doscases of loanee vomen more s.rious.

1. olould concludc by noting a smell point. Mo find that the

situntion of female loances who passcd the entire loan to their husband

is berter than the wives of iile loances in terms of number of meals
token, the number and valuc of clothing purchascd and also in terms

of medicnl oxpenses.,  Thus cven such a passive loan improves the situ-

ation of . woman in the family.

Tablec %.5: liedical expenses for treatment of houscwives in
various groups.

Grou, Avorago smount (tzka)
' spent last yoor
1, Jctive female lannce Shae L
7, Tnoilcewive foanle lounce ' NV
3. 1010 looaee 12,30
4, Contral williaso target sroup 15,47
S, Co W villice non-nunb.r t.r ot Sromp CY s
&, (,50=0.050 acrey 1and owners 0G5S
7. Z. : STUYEER SERRTANE TR o 22,50




Impact of GB loan for women or the situation of fertility

The proximatc detcrminats of foertility arc thc age of marriage,
the extunt of broastfeeding, wxtont of induccd abortion and the cxtent
of contr.c.ptive usc. GB membership 2mong women can cffectively influ-
cnce the 1ast onc only. The othor threo arc related wore ¢ecp rooted
socio-culturcl attitudes and practices.  Bofore £6ing to the analysis
of why cud how the oxtent of coatraceptive usc cﬁn be influcnced by
participation in 3B activity, wo would like to mention that some of
the CF programmes may in the lon; run influcnce the sccondary factors:
affecting fertility 2s well.  Some of these are reduction of infant
mortality rate, higher value attached to the female children cte.
G2 is en_oged in uctive campaign of the health and sanitation problicms,
Boiling of driniiiny watcer and usc of sanitary latrincs are «ncouraged,
But thoese sre long run proc;ssué and the problem of sanitation cinnot
be so0lved only by disciplining the GT members, unloess the vholc village

coopuratis,

Similarly a perception of the value attached to fomale children
may chaige as the GE loanies porceive the scope of inconc carning
by the fumnle members,  In fect the lower vialue attached to fcmale

childrun oft.n concs via the lubour martet opportunitios (Lipton 1683),

Co. n, to the wore proximete deter dn-at of Torrility, we have
te annlral Tow far the U0 Lcavlr Dematios oy ¢ .ily plinning and
-cline din Jortility rate, Too ustiern

whether ey actually show any d

of do;tion of {fumily plapnins .1 ciices clve sone uscful insichts,



The rate of adopters are highest for male loance group followed by

active (cmale loances and control village tarpet group. The other

groups chow a much lower adoption ratc (Table 7.1),

Table 7.1: Adoption of Family Planning Practices by Various Groups

Adopters of family planning

Grou - —
P llo. of cases % of cligibel
cascs
1. lctive female loance 53 46,5

N
—
—
(o]

2. incoff.ctive female loance

3. WEiic of nale loance O 4C.%

4. Control village target group 22 4L, 0

5. G.%. village non-membor 16 2.1
tarzet group

6. (.5C-2.5C acre) land owners 15 3.3

7. 2.:C % above landowncr & ' 30,0

Further insights may be derived from the information on the actual
adogter of the fanily planning proctices, Ve asked tht question as
te vhe adojts the practices, che huskand or the wifc or «ach of thenm

alternatoly,  Th: answors “rc priscntec in Table 7.7, I1n _toup 2

the nusier of adoptors are wiry sall, SUONL Ut wibors, wifo is
the  opter ip lareost prlCunizoe dn the crouy of nelive loznces,

ononest other Zréups, tht prostics of the shifvin_ usc of Lemily ploan-

alng, thed SE0ng - the hushand and the wif. is pPedosin.nt,  Ta such
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cascs wc huve doubts about the Scriousnuss of the adopters and th

continuity of usec,

Table 7.2: Who Adopts Family Planning Practices Among the
Various Loance and Non-loanee Group

Adoptcr

Group Yifc ouly  Husband only  Foth,

altcrnately
Cascs 2 Cascs - 'g Casus ¢
1. Active female .33 3.5 1¢C 10,2 ¢ 17.3
loance
2, Incffoctive female 2 1¢0.0 - - - -
lozace

3. Mife of malo loanec 5 28,4 1 5.9 11 64,7

4. Control village tarsct 2 40,¢ 1 4.5 12 54.5
- group '

~J
G
L]

()]
N
[
N
w
~J
I~
W
L ]

(@]

3. G.I. village non-member
Ltar >t sroup

6. (.50-2.5C acre) 7 k871 €77 7 467

'
aGnaowners

[ ]
W
L]

[9%)

74 2,52 2 2%ove landown.rs 1 33,3 1 33.3 1

All groups 64 50.4 16 12.6 47

W
~
o

Il

rpnrt froa Coatrecontive use, GT loan to funele rombors initictic

i

8 vasic chunie in otk Vil of thos VORI, o chitngs which s consi-
dercd oaly s . long tirs .rocosr -y Lhi sacicty. This chwng. consists

0t tho .ctive porticisation 1p cCudicinic activity to 2 wuch lar~er

CXELLE then usunlly agn by wonon. ot anly ey Licy contritute
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labour input, but they also participatc in thi entcerprencurship of
the activity. They contributc to the family's incomc and they also
have a greater in uence in family's decision making. This is likely
to influcincc their attitude anaivalucs. They will percicve the cost
of lvins o child to be larger than if they werc not involved in the

ccononic uctivity.

ilov lct us sce how these changes- have actually affected the

fertility rates cnong woincn, - -

Th.. ovidences on birth rates ore not so cicar cut and often diffi-
cult to inturpret. Table 7.3 prescats the dota on child birth during
last oa. yuar.  The average rate is calculated for tho currently

marricd women in the cligible age group {15-50 yrs).

Table 7.3: Birth rate for the previous year for various groups
of GP loanec and non-loancc

ffumber of I'umber of Rate of
Croup cligiblc births birth
vomnen
1., /Zctivz fonele loancc 113 16 .137
2. Incficctive foale lounce 17 L4 . 235
3. 1210 Iaacc 37 3 176
L, Toaivol w3110 toroat o Jroup 45 7 142
S R T -r 55 z 11
oLt _rtug
.o Duhlev sl owere) 1indouncrs 3 " L151

7. (2,20 7 Chove) 1oadowners 2C 1 .U5G
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rom this table wc find thut souc of the loance groups have higher
birth ratc than other groups, 2Rut it is cncouraging to sco that the
active femrle loaﬁccs have the lowest rate iong the loanc. groups.,
Sceon?ly thesc ratis should be treated with coution because we find
larg. differcnce in the total children born to various sroups of
thesc woincn, Trble 7.4 shows that the average numter of children
born <uring the lifc time arc much lower for the loance groups, One
important factor explaining this differnce is the lower average agce
of the loance wor m. This may also account for the larger number
of births omong thim during the privious yuar., Ve tried to compare
fhe birtins last ycar among woucn of samc age in the various loance
and non-loance groups. Edt the comparison is not meeningfull . since
the number of births in cach ccll arc very small.  To get o better
picturc to essgégythé impact of GI on fortility, we comparc a longer

period of time and censtruct the following analysis,

Table 7.4: Total Fertility Rates for Various Loanec Groups

Mumber Total Total
Loan:.. _roup of children fortility
o CISLs Lorn ratc
1, ictiv. fomnlce loance 12¢ 50 3.91
2. Zoeoive foncle loance 17 Z5 3.82
3,001t 31 1 .48
4, Cooirol valluge torsct croup 56 240 &, &g
5. C.00 villace won=we ber 52 247 &.41
tarsct sreup
So {LET-ZL50 serd) 1ontounurs 57 255 £, 72
T 2,50 7 hove Yondovnors 25 171 5.C4
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fable 7.5 gives an interesting finding where we prescnt the aumber

of birth over the loan pcriod for the mule =nd femalee Tosnoes who

arc G uemters for ;arying periods, e find that total children born
- .

during the loan period @s v.ll as per year is smaller for female

loances vho arc menbers For longer periods.  Turing the shorter periods

the fumzle loanecs huve higher rate of births.

Though the above Analysis dogs not give any conclusive ovidence
of larger contraceptive usc ‘rate by female loance couples or of a
grately roeduced fertility rate, there is indication that . loan slven
to a woman may have better impact in this respect than o loan to a

male nenbor,

Table 7.3: Avcrage number of children born to malc and
female loances over the years of membership

z

Total number of children born fverage number of childre

Perisd of - pcer loance over the period born per year per member
membership Malc Fimale iale remaele
1 <065 . 200 .CCC . 288
Z .27¢ ' .312 159 156
2 45 .333 315 111
o 075 590 , 109 147
2 & chove 1.84% .333 . 359 007
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Chapter 3

Impact of GB loan on the consciousness, aspirations and decision
making powver (Y women,

Jonen's  participation in cconomic uctivity not only aeans an
increase in theit income but is expected to generate some secondary
influences in the life und attitude of these women. As woien are
carning woney  and organising ccgnomic activities, they are cupected
to hiwve  more prominant role in fawilies decision making with respect
to cxponditure of income and other related family matters. Sucﬁ an
active perticipation by women may help to dchlop their personality
as vell as help the family by malting it possible to take more judicious
decisions,

in this sphere it is very dilficult to collect daty uid pass
any judscmant.,  Yithin éhe frwily, the husbané and the wifc may have
various importance in various types of decision making. To get a
picture ol this we collected information on decision making with res-

!

pect to (u) day to day purchases of food items (b) the purchase of
clothing (c) type of treatment in deseases (d) poing out for & travel
to relatives house (e) Varriaze of son or daughter., These areas of
decision making reflect a varying degrec of important activities,
In asscssing the role of wife we classify the responses to two grohps
the wife is important in decision making if it was rcported that the
decision is taken (a) n3inly by the wife or (b) with an cyual ciaphasis

on the opinion of the husband and the wife. The wife is not iwportant-



N
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as o decision maker if the decision is taken only by _hce husband or
mainly by the huébund. The results on the five arcas of decision

. : N
making arz reported in Table 8.1.

Table C.1 shows that in all spheres of decision-unking, the
pattern of influence in various Lroups is not the szme.  Tut one clear
éouclusion ererges from the tablo. Améng the three loanue: jroups,
the houszwives in the male loance groﬁp have the least porticipation
in decisiou-making, The 'transfor making' fomale loances are in
better situation than housewives in the male loanee group though they
are less ingortdnt than the active loanec women,  Among the non-loance
sroups Lhe trend is not clear though it may be suguested thgt the

decision making power of womcn has no systematic relation with the

family's lund-cwnership situation.

llow, let us see whether such importance in their rolc in fanily's
decision tnking is accompanicd by o risc in the level of consciousness
among cthi loance women., Here asin, we can present only a fow indi-

cators to.reflect the level of consciousness and aspliracions.,

Leeently there has been o nitional level drive by varlous organi-
sations co ecducute rural woricn  about the oral riehydration  thoerapy
as a treatment of diarheal deseascs which is nost prevalont  awong
children in rurol areas.  The process of propering or.l siline is
desscninated by variousj;nass 22dia. G2 also promotod this os the
banis workers teach the loancis about this process,  So e cnquircd
about the knowledge of saline pregparation among houscwives fron various

groups,
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Table G.1: Importance of women in fumily decision making for various
loance and non-loance women.

ool Leailics whore decision is ioioa i)y by th
——-heuzeelie or jointly by husband and wife in the cesc of
Tay to Tay  Purchasc Type of  Travel to lorriasc
Group purchaze of treat- rclatives of son or
oi food clething ment houst daughter
"1 12.% 45,1 €6.2 09.2 76,0
Z 77.3 3¢.0 G3.3 35,4 O
3 5oLt C.1 37.0 27.0 71.5
t.')
/l' 94.4 3106 38-3 G‘:Jng 8(:"':
5 74,0 31.7 55.¢ €l.C 75,6
§) 54.C 31.7 44,5 52.4 7.7
7 MOV 4C.90 52,0 8C.0 v2.0

cnother  indicator we chose about consciousnces is whether the
women wiercised  their voting right in the last clection for local
v
level  ropresentatives (Upazils Choairman).  In this respect G0 did
. Ty . C . .
not citert any intlucnce dircctly or indircctly. So we sclected this

as reprosenting an unhindered criterion,

A
.

Mele 0.2 gives information o these two aspuects,  Vilit respect
to priparation of oral salinc, » very high percentage inocteir group
know this, Yt the percentus e is larger for loance HLroups coupared
to other landless-group houscuives. fmong the lounce jroups, Pemale

loances hinve o Larger percentase in the sample who knows tli. proaration,
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Uith rospect to voting, wve find that a larper poercentics of wonen

[N

in tiie lonnce familics hnd cast voles,

Table 8.2: Indicators on the level of consciousness of women
in different groups

- » of womin vho %nows the % of voacn vho had cnst
Group mcthod of proparing oral votes in the last
salinz local clection

1 72,5 73.5

2 PY{S 7C.5

3 el 5.5

4 53.7 4(‘;.3

5 77«6‘ 43,5

¢ CcC.<C 50,0

7 76,0 52.C

-

These are some of the indications, that the involvement in G2 activity

’ .
b4 . . ) 3 . "
may Lriticte some changes in the lives of the wemen.  'To nssess the

prosp.ct ol chanzes in future, we tried to identify their rspirations
about thuir sons and daughturs,  In this Fespect, we trici to dig

out ticir mind with roespect to a4 few future ambitions.  They include,

the .duc:itional attainment of their son and daughter, the ac nt which

o

they would like to arrunge the marriage of the daughter snd the occupa=-
. B s £

tion in which they would like to sce the son,
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In torms of their vision of cducation of their sons and aaushters,
the lotnc. yroups show some diffcronce with othur groups.  Fow women
froi lovace groups expected that their sons or daughters vould remain
illeterate or would leave school before completing the princry loeved,
Amon;, the won-loance landless sroups a much lLirger percentnge thoughe
that tiwir sons and dnughters would not go above primary lovel, In

)
this rcspect the loance women are cven better tiwn the landowning
groups. lut in tcrms of ambition of higher cducation f{or sons ﬂnd
daugiters, the non-loznec groups arc nmore ambitions as a llrgcr]p;rcun-
tage of wonen expected them to go-abovc the i'WS.C, level,  In this
respeet w. should not compare the loance groups with thc landowning
groups buecnuse  the latter have » higher cizpectation which is  based
on thuir difference in the background.  The lower ambition of Loance
groups mny also be viewed 2s a1 more cautions and practicl asscssment
of the future prospect. It may howévcr be mentioned that the ambition
of cducating giils is lower thun that for boys, for all jroups. DBut
loance women show significant cnlightenment in attitude, as they would

prefer not to leave girls illiterate as much as for sons,

Sinilarly whon we cnquired about the prefercnce of occupation
for tiw son, two occupitions cierged as popular: trading and soalaricd
job.  Thure was no thinking obout large or small scle industrinl ang

=

processing activities, Fow of them preferred cultivation s an acti-
vity cieepl somg mediwm farmors,  ilone of the large faru.rs showed

preferance for agriculturce, pmonz  the fomale (active) locnces and

the non-acuber landless there is an equal preference (357 and 33%)
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Table &73: Aspirations of various groups of women about the
cducation of son and daughter

% ofwencn who aspire for various lovls of
cducition for sons and daughters

Croup Selov primary Upto S.5.C. eS.Ch 2 bove
Lovs  Girls oys wirls Covs Girls
)
1 .0 2.0 52.0 G4, 3 35,0 13,7
(3) (2) (67) (£3)  (30) (17)
2 \—.‘.3 - 37.5 GL,'.() 5(.'02 l:)."’
(1) () (11) () ' (2)
3 - 3.1 45,7 78,2 54,3 1C,7
(1) (16) (25) (1% (¢)
4 17.5 23.1 27,5 51.3 55.0 25,(
(7) (%) (11) (20)  (22) (10)
5 11.6 17.C £L.,5 51,2 be.5 S
(5) (7) (20) (21) (20) (13)
6 - 2.1 335,46 72,7 66.5" 2.2
(5) (1€) (40) (30) (1v)
7 T B 2.7 36,3 74.0 55,5
(1) (2) (5) (2) (17) (12)
Table 8.4: Preferred age of marriage for the daughter
Group Average preferred age (years)

at murriage for daughter

1 16,15
2 12,25
3 16.,1¢
4 15,02
5 15,66
5 15,52
7 17,82

’,



Table C.5: Preferred occupation for the son

% of womcn preferring various occupilious for the son

Trdin wiclkshaw Salaried Cwnt lage
g pulling job angricul-  work
Group: Ut
% % 2 % “
CASLS CA5CS Cases Cibes  Chsus
1 34,¢ C.t 59,8 1.0 2.0
(32) (1) (65) 2) (3)
2 2:‘:.7 - c()l? - (317
" (&) (1¢) (1)
5 27.C C.3 56.3 5.5 -
(10) (3) (21) (2)
4 1705 - 6705 5."-) 10-0
(7) (27) {2) (4)
! 53.3 Z.1 52,1 b,2 C.b
(18) (1 (25) (2 (4)
"; 14.5. - 70.9 l['loS -
(0) (39) c)
7 802 - 310’3
(4) . (18)

respectively for trading.  So these preferences do not tell us much
abouc tie fnture dircction of wnployment generation or activity cipan-
sion. Zut as to the poséibl; uscs of fund from Gramcen Dankt in the
future, we do not sce any significant dusire to changz Lhe current

cmphesis on trade.
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Lustly, we consider that in rural aros the preference of age
at marriage as an iﬁportnnt rcflection ofones consciousness, It rural
Dznpladesh, the age at marrizg: is still low and the parents usuilly
arrange uie unrringes of the children.  The replics from various groups
of wouw.i are summerised in tatle 0.4, Leance woumen cnd  houscwives
from lownz. (malc) fn&ilics showed v higher preferrcd oo of narriage
for their daughters than the housewives of other lindecss groups.
Even if these are not actuadly dwplemented and  the actw] e at

N :
marriage is lower Lhan thesc opinions, it rcvecls an awarcncss anonyg
the hous_wives  in loance pfoups that it is desiraible that girls arc
marricd ot o higher age.  However, the landowning group ~ud specifi-
cally the largest owncrs give the highest age for the mrriage of
daughter.  This is again ¢xplained by their greater cconomic ~nd social

power,

Lpare from aatters related to general consciousness, we consider

the mattcrs which hre dircctly related to Grameen Sanl activitics.

sraimein 2ank recently is trying to populerisc some broid norms
of activitics and behaviour which wre expectued to improve the health
and  ccononic situation.  Difore the loanués accept these noras they
must e fawilior with thems To thes ond o List of sixteen stitesonts
describing thesc norms werc formulated (the current version of this
list wis finnliscd by sugpestions from loances themsclves).,  To male
the lonnces -avarce of thisc roriis, the Zank ‘orkers cncour:;e the
Lloances to remember thesc statwiaents which arc currently popular as

'sixteen decisionsy The scriousness Lo romember these stotoaonts roflect
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the cntiiusiasm of the loances cbout the disciplines rclated to bank

activitius,

Iu our-survey..we tried to check, how many of thesc statements
arc octunlly remembered by the loances. Refore we go to our findings,
we should rccognise that it is not proper to expect that they should

ccollece l;rgg)numbcr of thesce statements as they are new norms of

behaviour as wcll as they arc formulated in a vocubulary with which

they are not familiar. Yet it is cncouraging to find that most loances

remenber some of tiesc statcments, In this respect the fumale loances

perforw better than the mele loaznces.  On the average malce loances
could rcacuber 6.6 statcments as compared to 7.f statements by female
loances.  Twenty six percent of male loanees and 17.5 percent of fcmalc.
loances did not remember any of these statcments.  Scventecn pereent
of malc lonnces) and 23 percent of female loanees could recollect all

the sixtcen statoments.,

Since this projrarine is  taken up rucently, thosce loances who

have been members for a longer period show less familiarity with thesc
: ,

statemcnts,  Hew members, both male and female remember more of then.

The diffcerence between female and male loances is larger for now

members than on average for all members (Table 8.7).

sov far these norms arc actually followed is difficult to judge.
We cxoeamine one of them which is casy to follow in the day to day life.
This rclates to the source of drinking water. They are made awarc

that they should drink water from tubcwells or should boil the

drinling weter,
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Table 8,6: Performance of Male and Fcmale loances in
Recollecting the 'Sixtecn Statements'.

lHumber of Fercentage Percentagc
statements of male of fcmale
recollccted loances loances

Nonc 26.0(114) 17.5(93) |
1- 23,5(105) 26.4(151)
6-1C 0 tio ctear. e il 02303010201 0 g idertsy -
11-15 C.5(42) 1G.5¢56)
A1l (1%3) 16.6(74) 22.6(120)
Total 63.8(438) 100.0(532)

Figurcs in the parenthesis are the number of cascs,

“Table G.7: Average Number of Statements Recollected by Malec and
Female Loances For Various Periods of Membership .

Period of iverage number of statemencs recollocted
membershin : , _—
linle loances ' Famle loasncls
Onc 7.67 .14
Two' '~ 6.51 5.25
Three - 7.52 5.26
Four 4,35 3.57
rive and above 4,85 4,53

All lozncc : 5.61 7.61
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Ve found that 75,5 percent  offunale leances drink tubewell wator,

the corrusponding percentage for male loances being 70.7 (table 2.8).

Thosc who do not usc tubcwell vater should boil their drinking
water, o asked whether they do so.  Sixty percent of such female
W
loances and 42 per cent of walic loances responded that they boil water.
) .
As percentary of all loances 12 percent of male and 14 percent  of
female lownces Boil their drinking water (Table 8.S). This confirnms

that it may be more uscful to opcrate among fumale loances who aro

more serious about improving the standard of hcalth and livino

«o*

Ls o matter of routine, all mectings of the ‘Centre’ sturt with
physical cxcrcise by the members,  In the social sctting of the rural
arcas, we thought that the female members may have objection ;bout
snch phy:ical,uxericsc» Lut &5 pereent of the female membirs replied

that they have no objcction to thesc disciplinc,

- Cur ubscrvat;on is that, thcese additional activit;cs, which are
ot cssential for the success of the credit programme itsclf, are
hclpful to improvc thc.disciplinu ariong the G3 menibers in all sphercs
of 1ifc. [liorcover, these activitices give them a fccling of being
unitiG in s group. They gather confidence and a sclf csteocn,

The_usniael sc.nce 0f a poor rural woman is that undcr a long veil

y ‘

she bows down and cyes are fixed on the ground and she talks in a
shy and timid manncr.  She nevei looks straight to the cyes ol an
unknoun urban visitor (male or female), ‘Yhen onc talks to a GB logncc

womaa the differcnce is striliing and vecry obvious. They will stand
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Table g.0: Source of'Drinking Vater by Male and Female loances

N Porcento o of# Pereentage of
Sourp, malce lonﬁ;cs femall loances
Tubey_ 11 70,7(312) 75.8(405)
voll 21,3(54) 14.4(171)
Pond, riv.r cte, - 7.2(35; C.7(57)

* Humbder of cases arc given in the Jaranthuesis,

fable 8.9: Whether Drinking Vater

is Doilced

Whetier bojls - Male lounces Fukale loances
drinZing water ilo. 4 of all Ilo, 5 oof all
loances ;onnucs'
Yes .51 11,7C 72 13,71
llo 302 63,22 452 GG.29
Total 433 100.00 524 100.00
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confidently ~and speak out as un cqual partner in a conversation,
Though they have veils on the hcad and a baby on the lap, they do
not bow down but reflect the spirit that now they are being valued
by the socicty. The spirit is morc apbarcnt among thosc worien loances
who have been members for a longer period.  The new ones arc prococ-

ding stcp by stcp';

tle do not want to overcmphasise the progress. But when an outsider

goes to a group of fumwle loances hé/she is likely to be moved to sce
!

that thosc poor rural women who were simply ignored, have risen to

cstablish themselves as independent entitics.
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APPESDIN:  Takles Giving Results of Some Statistical Test

Tatle - A,1: Statistical Tests showing the significance
in the difference in the characteristics of
female loanee houscholds.

Variable: HMumber of Sarees Porchased in a year
by the Loance/llouscwife

hverage Humber Separate variance estimate
Groups value of of g J-tail
the vari~  cases T-Value 'L%rctb ' bi
able 0 probabi-
freedom lity
hetive femalc 2,14 133
Loance .
2,13 77.36 C.03¢
Controll villaze -1.76 54
target group
Active female 2.14 133
Loanee
4,01 65,05 C.C0C
lfale loance 1.64 37

houschold




-9)

Teble - £.2: Statistical Tests showing the significance
in the dufference in the characteristics of
fenale loanez houscholds.

Variable: Ameunt spent on Sarce in o Year'
the Toane~/Tnucewi fo

Average - Sepurute variance estimatc

! >
Croups value of tumber -
\ of . e
the vari- CASES T-Vulue  -LBIECS 2-tuil
able as - of probabi-
freedom lity
active female 220,33 133
Loance
2.C1 71.76 G.04C
Controll villagelgl.as 5S4
target group
Active femole 220,82 133
Loanec
2,08 51.22 0.005
liale loancc 177.109 37

houschold
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Table -

2

£ 3t Statistical Tests showing the significance
in the difference in the characteristics of
female loanee households, '

Variable: lumber of Lungis Purchased by the

Male Yead of Yousehold over a Yeal

Liverage Humber Separate variance estimate
Groups value of u?
. the vaeri- cg - T-Valuye  DeSrecs 2-tail
able ses - of probati-
Lreedom licy
fctive female 2,16 127
Loanee
2.35 150,72 C.C20
Controll villace 1,66 54
target group
Active female 2,15 127
Loanec
0.76 5G6.99 C.437
Male loanczc 2.1C 37

household
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- Table - h.4: Statistical Tests showing the significance
in thie difference in the characteristics of
female loanee households.

-
Variable: Amount Spent by the lale Gead of-
Household on Purchase of Clothing
over a Year (tak)

Average lHumber Sceparate variance estimate
Groups value of u? ¢ —
the vari- ° T—V'I.;- Degrees 2-tail
able - , ©ases atu of probabi-
frecedom lity
Active fcmale 260.54 124
Loanee
4,0% 151.43 0.000
Controll village 183,62 54
target group
Active female 240.5¢ 124
Loanee ‘
‘ 1.G2 72.59 0.312
Male loance 22.5% 37

household .
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Tablc - 4.5 olNtistical Tests sﬁowing the significance
in the diffcrence in the characteristics of
female loance houscholds,

Variable: [llumber of licals Taken by the Male

dcad of Houschold during onc Veek
N

hverage Humber Scparate variance cstimate
Groups value of of . ‘ ‘ T
the vari- , T-Valye -esrees 2-tai),
able cases aue of probabi-
frcecedom lity
Active female C.C5 1éa
Loanee
5.96 32,1¢ ~0.000
Controll village 15,00 24
target group
Active female IC.Cs 12¢
Loauee
1,51 % .27 0.13¢
Male loance 1C.0S 37

household




Table - A,G: Statistical Tests showing the significance
in the diffecrence in the characteristics of
female loance houscholds,

Yariable: ilunber of lcals Taten by the Hale
icad of ‘ouschold the Yay Cefore
the Intcrvicw

Averaze Scparate variance estimato
. © Huinber
Groups valuc of :

\ of . . .
the veri- - T-Yalue ' VLIecs 2-tail
able cascs SHEof probabi-

frecdom lity

Active female 2,60 124
Loance ‘

2,85 8.8 0,009
Controll village 2,40 52
target group
Active fenalc .55 124
Loance :
fale loance 2,76 37

household




Table - A.7:

o

Statistical Tests showing the significance

~in the difference 1n the charactceristics of

fcmale loance houscholds,

household

Variable: Humber of i‘eols Taken by the
Housewifc During One 'ecl:
fAverage Humbe r Scparate variance cstimate
Groups valuc of oé
the vari- . Degrees 2-tail
cases T-Valuc T
ablc of probabi-
frecdoa lity
Active female 15,45 131
Loance
S.07 124,355 0.006
Controll village 14,74 53
target group
Active femalce 12,46 131 2.65 50.05 0.0
Loance
Fale loancc 17.13 37
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Table - 1.0: Statistical Tests showin; the significance
in the difference 'in the characteristics of
female loance houscholds.

Variablc: lHumber of Children Dorn Last Year

Avcerage Mumber Scparatce variance cstimate
Groups velue of
' the vari- ng;‘ T-Valu Degrees 2-tail -
able e e of probabi-
frecdom lity
7
Active femalc 0.12 133
Loance
-0.17 €5.03 0.804
Controll villare C.13 54
target Lroup
hictive femalce .12 133
Loancc
0073 '36057 0.467
liale loance .0G 37

houschold




Table -

%%

h.9: Statistical Tosts showing, the significance
in the differcnce in the charactcristics of
female loanee houscholds.,

Variable: Total Humber of Children Desiraed
by the Houschold,

hverage Scparate variance ustimate

Groups yaluc of HuTbcr
the vari- 9‘.0 T-Valuc Legrees 2-tail
able cases SR of probubi-
frecedom | lity
Active female 2.G6 133
Loance
"3.56 '63096 0.001
Controll villase 3.43 52
targct group
Active fcmale 2,65 133
Loance
0.73 C£.57 0,467
Hale loancc 2.70 37 _

houschold
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