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Chapter I
 

The Background
 

Introduct.i.on 

It is now recognised that the fruits of economic development 

should reach all people. This distributive justice approach to deve­

lopment does not necessary lead to the recognition that women's inte-

Oration in the development process has to be treated as a distinct 

issue. Theories and programmes of development implicitly assume 

tCiat the household is an unit of converging interest and can provide 

the basis for planning. But the household members of the two sexes 

may sometimecs have conflicting interust and a devclluprmnt program may not benuffit 

them equally. So the issue of integration of women in development 

needs special investigation. Such integration can be defined to 

consist cf two broad components (APDC 1983). First, women should 

enjoy their share of the fruits of development. Second, their human
 

potential needs to be fully developed and utilised so that women 

can also contribute to the development process by participating in
 

productive activity, r:IMiunerating women for their participation
 

in productive activity can be a direct means of channeling the fruits 

of development to women. It can also help create consciousness among 

women and give them control over decision making. These two compo­

nents should not be seen independently because one without the other 

,ill not be very meaningful.
 

In Bangladesh, given the existing social and economic situation, it 

is not very straightforward to increase women's participa­

tion In labour forcc Women as a group vary according to 

http:Introduct.i.on
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their access 
to resources, 
current workload, qualifications 
etc.
 
So,' concrete programmes cannot be formulktd for womcn as a whole. 
On the other a target group approach focussing on a homogeneous 

8roup of women may have a better success in designing a development 
programme which could be easily implemented and more effective in 
achicving its objectives.
 

Development 
 programines for the poorest women should receive 
the first priority. This will not only ensure women's integration 
in development but enhancealso distributive justice and ameliorate 

absolute poverty. 

Bangladesh is not only characterised by an alarming proportion 
of poverty strikon population but also is threatened by an increase 
in their proportion. 
It has also been shown that the burden of pover­
ty falls more heavily on 
 women. So the poorest women should receive 
top priority in strategics for alleviating poverty.
 

The general causes of poverty are identified as (i) lack of 
land and productive assets and a consequent involvement in low produ­
ctivity and/or low paid jobs, (ii) a low labour force participation 
rate rcsulting in high dependency ratio and (iii) a high rate of undorenploy­
mcnt among those who actually participate in labour force. 
 Among
 
the poor women from landless households, all those causes work with 
greatur intensity as compared to their male counterpart. A number 
of micro-studies conducted recently gives a comparison of male and 
female participation rate among the landless (Cain 1979, Khuda 1980). 
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The rate varies bctiveen half to one third of that for male. Under­
cmploymcnt rate among them is also much greater. When they are enga­
gcd in wage employment, 
the wages they receive are much lower than 
male wage rate the areain (for unskilled labour) (Salcha and Gneely 
1933, Cain 1979, Westcrgard 1983, Rahman 1986 RISP, 1901).
 

In rural. society, productive and 
other assets of a household
 
belong mostly 
to the male head of 
the household (Westergard 1983).
 
This situation 
is worse for landless group. 
 Whatever productive
 

assets they possess belong to the male workers. So they either engage
 
themselves in very low productive job which does not require any 
skill or capital or they engage in poorly paid wage employment. 
Studies have pointed 
out that the expansion of wage employment for
 

this group is not 
an easy job. 
 On the other hand most of these women
 
express dissatisfaction about 
their. terms of employment and intends
 

to give up these jobs 
if family earnings increases or alternative
 

self employment is available.
 

Providing access asset for the women is possible' either',by
to 


a genderwise redistribution 
of resources 
or by allocating financial
 

resources to women. The first 
may be impractical 
in the present
 
social system. The latter is also difficult under the present rules 
and patriarchal conventions followed 
by the financial institutions. 
The attempts of the 
 rameen Bank 
to reach the poor women with credit
 
are exceptional in the current modality of operation of other banks 
and financial institutions 
which require collateral agpinst loans 
that the women will never be able to provide except thiough their 
husbands. Thu Gramecn Bank provides credit to landless men and women 
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in rural areas without any collateral security. The credit provides 

a resource which can be utilized for organising activities to generate 

self ciaployment. The credit operation for women is entirely indcpen­

dent of the transactions with male loances, and at no stage the men 

enter the scene bcfore a woman is provided credit. 

Thus, the credit programme of the Grameen Bank if carried out 

successfully, can somemake dent into both the aspccts of distributive 

and gcnderwise justice. The cxperience of the Grameen Bank operation 

gives one a scope to examine the impact of such a programme on the 

situation of women in rural Bangladesh. 

The Grameen Bank Approach to Credit for Rural Women
 

The Grameen Bank is a specialised credit institution established 

for extending credit to the landless men and women in rural areas. 

The major difference of this bank with other banking institutions 

is that, it has designed a framework for providing loans to the land­

less without any collrteral. The women can enter transactions with 

the bank without having the husbands ora male guar'dian to mediate. 

The special features of this baking process is described by Hlossain 

(1985) in details. Briefly, it consists of the follooing: Agents
(Femal;,.L workers in the case of"ikd. ffmale loancs)from the bank/communicat with the loanecs and for banking operation 

they do not have to go to the bank. Groups are formed before loan 

is obtained and several groups join in a 'ccntre ' Weekly meeting 

of the ccntre is held where the loan is repaid to bank workers in 

weckly installments. 
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The Scope and Objectives of the Study 

The assumption behind the innovative banking procedures is that 

when loan is provided without collateral and the banking procedure 

is such that the women do not have go to the bank to perform the 

formalities. It is only required that they form a group with other 

womcn and attend weekly meetings, and as such they are encouraged 

forward join theto come to the Bank even under existing socio-cul­

tural barriers. The first line of inquiry should thus be to assess 

the oxtent to which the GB has been successfull in attracting the 

women, and how the female members have becn pcrforming the rules 

and disciplines of the GB as compared with their male counterparts. 

The ultimate objective of the GB is to improve the levels of 

living of its inembcrs. Thus the evaluation of the programme should 

ihvestigate the impact of credit on various aspects of women's life. 

The primary cconomic impact will be on incomes and cmployment this 

study will investigate whether these programmcs substitute other 

self employment or wage employment by new activities or generate 

fresh opportunities of cmploymcnt. The magnitude of involvementtheir 

in tcrms of hours of work will then be examined. Vlomen are expected 

to have direct access to the income generated by them. We shall 

ex;Caminc separately the amount of income contributed by female loances 

from their new employment and their access to the income. 

Apart from total earnings, it is worthwhile to examine the profi­

tability of the activities in which women are involved. This will 

provide us with insights about the future direction of expansion 
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and uspiratios. 
 -Jnio.s sL wom:wn bcncrfiL froa the .incow.te 8encrated 

by their min Loll - 1 huviq; control on S.-lLnI; the :noncy, by 

,et.in .i better shai uf family's consumpLion ornd a gre--CLLr say 

il fdi;;ily dCcisionI i,,,--J I.*_, OiLn CdllnCO ClcId,I ,Lhat woicn are cfnjOyiji
 

Lh;. new opp;ortuni ti::.; K7. iuCoie and eijii,loyment bul- are rerely being
 

'ploited by their ;,..l2 counte,riurLs. So M11:i
wu investiaLe
 

whc tlh r tLhe wouci .lo, *2L: a betl:cr standar( Lcris of I hei.r
ijoy in. 

conau: ipion of .[ou ,i,,6 C.othinL . , shall I])JO e;.ain, whetlLr 
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An imjortadt sicon ary iMpact which may occur as a consc,4ucncc 

of wouen's greater involvement in productivc activity is on their 

rcproductiv' behaviouI-. The, hypothesis .tt Cdn be forwardput 

i6 that alongL w.th a rise in corsciousncss and gru:atcr involvement 

in productiv, activity, the loanee women may bf motivated to make 

;aor-c use of coir:ric(,:i,:ivrs and r(.,ducc the raLu of reproduction. 

.n this t ,-h-ll cdg_ ptanct' andr.s,,:c i.i;.. c;:amine the ouow 

adoption of fainily ,.Jinvin practices and esti,,aLc the level of 

fortiliLy of tIe jIairticijj.itior; woj¢.l coriparcd to the non-participants. 

jAn il;ljrOVCl[!t i i i., 3taL,-rd of livlag and 1,v21l of aspirations 

of thUSL wo.LII can h:v PCralncLt influence in the lives of the next 

generaLion az;-:11. 'i2hny likely buide icxt,tre to their Leneration to 
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a hetter future if they spend more for their education and create 

opportunities for ciiyloyncnt in highe productivc jobs. They may 

also raise the age of mnarriagc for their daughter. All this'depends 

not so much on their cmployment as such but on thc enlightenment 

they receive in- the process of joining the- Bank. Uc shall try to 

throw light on these issues to Sue whether, their consciousness and 

aspirations have change aftcr joining the Dank. 

Data and Methodology
 

This study is based on primary data ,colected by field level 

surveys conducted during June to October 1,985, A multi-stage samp­

ling procedure was adoptcd for the survey. Firstly we randomly 

selected 20 per cent of the bank branchs, wb!ich havu bcen operating 

more than three years and 10 perfor cent of Dranches operating 

for one to less than three years.,,. Thus a total of 15 branches were 

selected. From each branch we randomly sclectcd maleone centre 

and one female ccntrr- subject to the condition that both of them 

bclong to one villagi. In the first phase of th. survey all loarnecs 

fro:i these cenLtrcs wcr, interviewed. Tlis su; vcy focussed 'attention 

more specifically on credit operation and repaym,_nt performance. 

For the feomale loaiiccs another intensive survey was conducted. in 

the next phase. In this phase wc covered five villags selucted 

randomly from the earlier sample villages and arc under the operation 

of the 3ank for more than 3 years. This survey includes information
 

on her 
income, cost and returns and employment from the loon financed activity, 



--

U 

Pappcrn of investmct -,x Penditur. on basic 
needs anu 
somi aspectsof consciLosls r is fertility and family planning practices 
and her role in fa,,ily dccisioll making. 

To evaluate the ifl]i)ct of GC' loan on various aspects of the life
of these woji.ien wc fir6tly compare the data for w'omen who have been
members of the GD for different periods. To compare themI with women
of similar statu (landless) 1ho have no access to CD loan we selected 
two control vila6- in twvo area (Tan-ailU and ',ancpur)p TThe controlvillases 
wicre sclcOLtd such, that they resemble the project villages
in terms of physical characteristics and landownership patern. Hossains 
(194) earlier study ,;boIS that the landless group from such control
village closely resemble the benchmark characteristics of GPD loanees.
"useholds 
from thesc control villages and from each of the GD village

were stratified accordilfg to four landholding and two occupation 
groups. Then 40 households were selected from each village on the 
basis of stratified random sampling where sample from each strata 
,as represented iln proportion to its size. The housewife fr.m eachhousehold who did not: join Vhc C', werc int:t ;,iuwed and formed, the 

i)asis for coi;parisoni. o W'.:slall get a comparative
\ picture fornnoi-lonaii loanceluuss, womcn from project village, noii-loaiec

landless women fro,,i control villagc and iionloancc women from* land­
ownin- groups in the project and control villages. 



9 

Chapter 2
 

Background characteristics of the female loaniees
 

This section with exanine the background of the female loanees 

with a view to identify any difference from the non-mcmber target
 

group and the male loanees. Since the GB membership is a nop-tradi­

tional endeavour, it may be 'expected that women with an unusual back­

ground will first come forward. le examine the personal qualifica­

tions like educaitional attainment, marital status, age etc of the 

loances and some inforation about the characteristics of the house­

hold where she lives. 

Age:
 

Table 2.1 gives age distribution of male and' female loanees.
I.' 

It is seen that the female loanoes are more concentrated among the 

younger agc than the male loanees. While 73% of feniale loanecs are 

below the age of 35 years, 61% of male loances fall in this group. 

1W!hcn we compare the age distribution of women by the age of member­

ship with GB it appears that the women who have been GB members for 

longer duration ,rc more concentrated in the older ag group. This 

would support the contcntion that the first initiative wns ttiken 

mostly by older women who are likely to be more free from norms of 

purdah or traditional shy bchaviour. In table 2.3 we compare the 

avcrage agc of loanec women with housewives of other groups f wmcn, 

e.g., the wife of inal.e loaniecs, wife of non-loanee landless and land­

owning groups. Age of the active loanee women is slightly lower 
than wives in non-loancc groups. 
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Table 2.1: Age Distribution of Male and Female Loaneces
 

Age Iinlc 
group Number % of 

of cnses loaniccs 

14- 20 21 4.8 

21 - 35 249 56.5 

36 - 50 147 33.3 

51 & above 24 5.4 

All group 441 45.5 

Fcmalc
 
Number % of 
of cases loanecs 

76 
 14.4
 

308 58.3 

126 
 23.9
 

18 3.4 

528 
 54.5
 

Table 2.2: Percentage Distribution of Female Loanees by-the

Period&of Mcmbership and Age 

Age group Age of membership with GB (years), 

One Two Three Four Five + 
14 - 20 19.5 
 12.9 
 13.2 
 4.5 
 11.8
 
21 - 35 
 60.3 
 60.4 
 47.4 
 52.3 
 76.5
 

36 50 
 20.1 
 23.0 
 31.6 
 30.6 
 0.0
51 & above 0.0 3.7 7.9 4.5 11.3 
All group 41.1
33.0 
 14.4 
 8,3 3.2
 

Total perccntage in cdch coluiin may slightly dcviatc from hundredbecause of rounding. 
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Table 2.3: Age 
of the housewives in various 
loanee
 
and non-loanee groups.
 

Group 

Average agc
 

(yc'lrrs) 

1. Active female loanLc 
31.01
 

2. Ineffectivc fcmale loonec 
34.00 

3. Wife of male lo,'1eL 
23.19 

4. Control. village target group 34.22 
5. CB. villagc non member 
 33.51
 

6. (.50-2.50 acre) landowners 

37.35
 

7. 2.50 & above landowners 
40.84 

All group 
33.36 
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Marital status:
 

The widows and divorccd/seperated women form a spccial disadvan­

taged group in rural Sociitics. They may toneed support themselves 

and the family and may be prepared to do so. They enjoy some degree 

of freedom irl t,-king their own decision. So they have an advantage 

to come forward to join the GB. In this respect unmarried women 

are in the most disadvaii:t.ous position. Since married women consti­

tute the major part of adult women population, a p rogrammc with 
equal number of men and womcn (or more of women) cannot rely only 

on widowcd or divorced women. We find that (Table 2.4 84% of GB 
women members arc currently married and 11% come from widowed and 

divorced. Among mile members 88% are currently marricd. GB has 
bccn successful to attract 4.5% of its female members from unmarried 

womcn. If wc look at the marital status of women by their period 

of membership, we find that (Table 2.5) even among the older members,
 

nearly four-fifth 
 of the women were married. Thus, mnrria e is not 

a barrier to the membership of GB. 

A comparison of the pattern of marital status theof loances 
with the national levcl distribution of marital status for ten years 

and above aged women show that the representation of divorcd/widowd 

women is similar. The proportion marriedof women has a greater 
rcprescntation among the female loances which is balanccd by a lower 

percentage of unmarried women being mmbers (Tablu 2.6). 
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Table 2.4: Distribution of Male and Female Loaneces
 
By The Marital Status
 

Iari tal 
 Male 
 Female
 
status 
 Number 
 % of 
 Number 
 % of
of cases male 
 of cases 
 female
 

loaneus 
 loaneces
 
Unmarried 
 45 
 10.2 24 
 4.5
 
Currently 
 390 
 88.6 
 446 
 84.3

married
 

Divorced/ 3 
 0.7 
 9 
 1.7
 sc ,aratcd 

Ilidowed/lidL)wer 2 
 0.5 
 50 
 9.5
 

Table 2.5: 	Percentage Distribution of Female Loanees by
Marital Status and the Period of Membership
 

Marital Status Age of mumbcrship
 
One Two Threc Four Five & 

above 
Unmarried 

Currently marriud 

idowed/Scparatud/ 

Divorcod 

2.9 

07.4 

9.7 

4.6 

86.2 

9.2 

10.4 

72.7 

16.9 

0.0 

04.1 

15.9 

5.9 

82.4 

11.8 

Table 2.6: 	Comparison of Marital Status of Female Loanees
 
with the National Distribution
 

Harital Status % of female % of 10 or 	above aged womul 
loanoes 
 for the wholc country 

iluvur marricd 
 4.5 
 23.7
 
Currently married 84.3 
 63.4
 
Divorccd/lidowcd 11.2 12.9
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Educational attainment:
 

Attainment of school education is not 
expcctcd to be very high
 

among the landless group who are the clientelle of GB and cspccially
 

their womenfolk. 
Only one women out of our sample of (534) had S.S.C.
 

level education. 
Only 25% of these women had an education of primary
 

or higher leveL. Among male loances 2% were SSC and HSC holders
 

and another 45% had primary or above lcvel education. The female 

loances have similar educational background compared to thc housewives 

belonging to thu non-loance households as revealed by Table 2.7. 

Thus education does not scem to bc a necessary prerequisite to act 

as a driving force to join the GB. 

We should clarify one point. Among tho female loances as com­

pared to male loanecs and specially to non-loanec housewives, a larger
 

percentage mentioned that they can sign their names.. This is because 

tne members have to learn signing their names as they join the GB. 

Of course, this reveals that these women are able to learn this 

at this age. 

Family background
 

The women loances belong mostly to nuclear families. Only 

.,bout on.- - sixth uf th, loanLL group as comparcd to about one ­

fifth of the control group samplc come frow cNt.uided or joint 

fomilies. 
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Table 2.7: Educational Status of Male and Female Loances
 

Educational 
 No. of % No. ofStatus 
 male 
 female
 
loanees 
 lofnees
 

Illiterate 
 2 0.5 
 31 5.8
 
Can sign only 
 233 52.8 371 69.5
 
Below primary 
 128 29.0 
 119 22.3
 
Upto class eight 60 13.6 9 1.7 
Upto class ton 9 2.0 3 0.6 
SSC & u1SC 9 2.0 1 0.2 

441 
 45.2 
 534 
 54.8
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Table 2.8: Educational Status of lHousewives From VariousGroups of Loanoe 
and Non-loanee Households
 

Groups Illotcratc Din sign Below Upto class Ssc &only Primary ten .H S C 
1 12.78 
 7.69 4.51 
 6.01
.(17) 
 (102) 
 (6) 
 (U)

2 
 5.55 
 66.67 
 11.1i 
 6.67
(1) 
 (12) 
 (2) 
 (3)


"3 
 64.06 
 16.22 

(24) (6) 

5.40 10.81 2.70(2) 
 (4) 
 (1)4 83.33 9.20 
5.55 
 1.85(45) 

­

(5) 

(3) (1)5 73.01 

(46) 
6.35 6.35 11.11(4) 3.17(4) 
 (7) 
 (2)
6 
 50.79 
 111i1
,(32) 6.35 23.81(7) 7.94
(4) (15) 
 (5)
 

7 • 52.00 
 4.00 

(13) (1) 

0.00 32.00 4.00
(2) 
 (8) 
 (1)
All group 54.29 
 34.86 
 5.09 
 12.21
(178) 2.54
(137) 
 (20) 
 (48) 
 (10)
 

Group Identification 

I = Active fcnmnIc ioance2 = Inuffcctive fuinale loanuc3 = Ilife of male lx,..ncc4 = 
5 

Control vill'igc targut-group= G.B. village n(,n-m-mber targct group
6 (.50-

7 = 

2.50 acro) landowners
2.50 -bovcn l:indowner.q 
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Table 2.9: 	Type of Ilouseholds for Various Groups of Loance
 
and Non-loanee Households
 

Groups Nuclear 
Type of- Household 

Extended Joint 

I. Activu 

fcmale 

Number 

112-
% 

64.3 
Number 

16 
0' 

12.0 

Number % 

3.8 
lorfnec 

2. Inuffective 

fcmalc
loranec 

15 03.3 2 11 5.6 

3. Wife of 
ma le5 

25 67.6 10 27.0 2 5.4 
loance 

. 

4. Control vil-

Inge target 

43 79.6 4 7.4 7 13.0 

group 

5. GB village 

non-member 

47 74.6 10 15.9 6 9.5 

- target group 

6. (.50-2.50 

acre) land­
34 54.8 "12 19.3 16 25.8 

owners 
7. 2.50 & above 

land owncrs 
32.0 3 12.0 14 56.0 
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Table 2.10: Relationship Between the Loanece and Non-Loance 
flouscwivcs of Various groups With the Hoid of 
the Household. 

Groups 1 23 4 5 6 7 

W.lationship With 
thc,llund of the" 
,.Tuschold 

Self: Cases 13 . .. . . . 

Fusband: Ciscs 

% 

S,,n: C.ases 

% 

Other maic: Cases 

% 

i;otier: Cases 

% 

113 

05.0 

4 

3.0 

3 

2.3 

-

-

16 

C8.9 

1 

5.6 

1 

5.6 

-

-

35 

94.6 

1 

2.7 

] 

2.7 

-

-

53 

-90.1 

-

-

-

-

1 

1.9 

60 

95.2 

3 

4.3 

-

-

-

-

55 

07.3 

4 

6.3 

2 

3.2 

2 

3.2 

23 

92.0 

1 

4.0 

1 

4.0 

-

-

Group Identification 

1 

2 

3 

5 

7 

= 

= 

= 

Active fumnale lancc 

Inefufectivc eitlc lancc 

IWife uL nl)fc 1,2icc 

Contrul vil.lrge LargLt group 

G.D. village nn-nuibcr target 

(.50-2.50 "icrc) land awners 

2.50 C'.,bovc L:md ownurs. 
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J'nteresting point to no te, however, is that 10% o the loanee 
womcn,.q heads of tile hIousehold themselves. Few of the control 
groups i. our 
sample had female headed households. 
 Nale member other 
than husband was head of the family for 6Z of the loanees (Table 

2.10).
 

Resource base
 

In terms of the average size of own land, the male and female 
loanees are of almost cqual standing. The average size of land owned
 
was 23 decimal for male loanees and 25 decimal for female loanees,
the difference between these averages is not at all significant stati­
stically. 
 This average ;as . 9 decimal for non-member landless and 
16 decimal for the control village target group. Thus among the clien­
tal group women belonging to larger landholding group joined GD.
 

Even within such similar average landownership, there is one 
difference between male and female loances. 
Among the women, a larger

percentage is completely landless (possesses no land, not even for 
homestead). 24% female loanees and 8% male loanees fall in this group.

0o even within the target 
group, women form a lower strata and deser­
ves more attempt for their uplifting.
 

Other important 
 assets in rural areas consist of livestock.
 
!ie found that the 
 average number of cows and goats ow:,ned by the
 
loanee women 
 and men were almost same at the time they entered the 
Dank. The figures are 1.66 and 1.59 cows and 1.00 1.95 goats for 
male and female loanees respectively. But only 38% of male loaneesand 22% of female loanees possessed cows and 32 and 28% possessed 
goats.
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Table 2.11: 	 Distribution of Ownership of Homestead for
 
Various Groups of Loanee and Non-Loance
 
Households.
 

Groups 	 Homcstead owned by 

Self 	 Others within Others outside 
the family the family. 

1. Active 	female 
 22.6 74.5 3.0
 
loance (20) (99) 
 (4)
 

2. 	 Ineffective 
 88.9 11.1
 
fcmale loance (16) (2)
 

3. Wife 	of male 97.3 2.7
 
loance 
 (36) 	 (10)
 

4. 	 Control village 1.9 88.9 9.3 
target group (1) (48) (5) 

5. G.B. 	village 6.3 88.8 
 4.8 
non-number (4) (56) (3) 
target group
 

6. 	 (.50-2.50 acre) 4.8 95.2
 
(3) (59)
 

7. 	 2.50 and above 4.0 96.0
 
land owners (1) (24)
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Table 2.12: 	Ownership of Land and the Size of Cultivated Holding 
of Loanee and N.,n-loanee Households 

Groups Land owned Average size of
 
per household cultivated holding
 

(in acres) (acres)
 

1. 	Active female .25 .25
 
loanee
 

2. 	Ineffective female .26 .19
 

loanee
 

3. 	Wife of male loanee .23 .38
 

4. 	Control village .09 .23
 
target group
 

5. 	G.B. village .16 .25
 
non-member
 
target group
 

6. 	 (.50-2.50 acre) 1.27 2.99
 
landowners
 

7. 	2.50 and above 5.45 '! 3.45
 
land owners
 

All households 0.93 	 1.04
 

Table 2.13: 	Ownership of Non-land assets by Male and
 
Female loanees.
 

Lonee 	 Percentage of loanees Average number of
 
who own animal owned
 

Goat 	 Cows Goat Cow6
 

lale 	 32 33 I.P88 1.66
 

Female 	 20 22 1.95 1.59 
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Thus the male and female loanees do not show any large difference 

in terms of the ownership of basic resources by the family, though 

aiiong, the "femalc loanccs a larger percentage fail in the completely 

deprived group with %,eryiegre assets. 

In terms of average f-mily size thc loanee and the control groups 
are very similar (table 2.14. Dut the difference arises from the 

: ,fi. ser mean number of male earners among the active female loanee 

houscho]ds as compared to other loanec and non-loanee households. 

This is one of he factors which accounts for the.-joining of Crameen 

Dank by these women. 

We should highlight one point of difference of the loanec groups 

as compared to non-loancc groups. This relates to the participation 

ratio. The last column of tablc 14 shows that all the loanee groups 

and speci.ally...the dctive female loanee families have much higher 

participation ratio. This is the consccqucnce (f ijicrcased fdmle 

[articipatji.6 rusultil) froom GB financed activities. 
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Table 2.14: Average Number of Earning members among Various Groups
 

of Loanee and Non-Loanee Households.
 

Groups 


1. Active female loance 


2. ineffective fcmale
 

loance 


3. Wife male loanee 

4. Control village
 
target group 


5. 	 G.D. village non­
member target group 

6. (.50-2.50 acre)
 
land owners 


7. 2.50 & above land­

owners 

All 


Family 

size 


4.06 


5.11 

4.83 


4.84 


4.96 


5.98 


U.80 

5.48 


Average 

number 

of male 

earners 


1.29 


1.56 

1.49 


1.36 


1.45 


1.65 


2.12 


1.50 


Average Participa­
number tion rate 
of total 
carning 
members 

2.24 46.1 

2.06 40.3 

1.77 36.6 

1.50 31.0 

1.69 34.1 

1.78 29.8 

2.17 24.7 

1.94 35.4 
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Chapter 3
 

3anking Performance of Female Loanees
 

Progress of Credit Operatior
 

This section will review the progress of credit operation of 

thc GB among women and will examine the repayment performance of female 

loanees vis-a-vis the male loanees. 

Progress-.. of credit operation for women has two aspects - the 

increasc of the nuinber of women joining tile Bank and the expansion 

in the amount of loan disbursed. Table 3.1 shows the trend in the 

number of female loances over the entir.e period. During the recent 

years the number has increased faster than in previous years. The 

reason may be either that women arc becoming more progressive and 

coning forward as the Bank is becoming well Inwn in al are. 

But the more mportant reason seems to be the encouragement given 

forn the side of the GB. The female members are larger in proportion 

in the new compared to the old branches. This policy is rational 

in view of the betfer repayment performance of female loanees and 

the consciousness about the need to enhance the position of women. 

17hatever be the reason, rural women have improved their position 

day by day in terms of their access to institutional credit provided 

by Grameen Bank. 

Table 3.1 shows that the amount of loan taken by each loanee 

is increasing. Two points can be noted. The amount of loan given 

to the new loances has increased over time. The size of loan has
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also increased with the a-e of mcimbrshij wi.:h 2. T11L. first may 

bc cxplaincd in t-riw; of supply sidc policies. Th,. 5,.eona from demand 

side. The confid-"nck of thu loanucs and/or the irofitability of 

an entcrprisc incr ae with thu volume of investifiL-. This becomes 

apparent to the loanccs after they -et their first loans. So they 

placc a higher request nxc.t time. As a branch bcco;,'os older and/or 

aith the success of G' vtmntur. it is possible to takL the risk of 

giving a largcr loan to thc new uembcrs. 

Table 3.2 shows; th, allount of loan currently lying, with male 

and fCmaUlU loaILQs. 1t is obs.rv.d that thI. a,.ouIt of loan given 

to both male and f.c=lalc- loanus arc higher for .h2 older zucmbzs. 

This is partly due to a gradual increasc in til,; 1zount of loans 

disbursed cach year. This is reflected by the difierence of the 

present loan with ones first loan, which is higher for older loanecs 

(Table 3.3). This along with thc data on the volume of the first 

loan shows one intcrL':Ling trend. Kale loanecs who aru members for 

five years or miorc obt.incd on the averagc taka 2*G6$ as their first 

loan from the GT. Avuriaic: loan given initially 1o the female loan.s 

(who hivc beezneai:&,,r for 5 years or nore) was taka 10*4 which is 

.Llmost half tIC aWouni-iL givcll to male loancvs. Cv,-r th. years, tie 

zamount of loanrs disLursd to old r.iebers has incr:'ascd, for fumale 

loi3nXcs th. ratc of iacrease has been proportionately mor than thC 

m:ale loan...s. ze current for loanucs thisTh . ... of loan ma].c for 
. "oup x ,u. loancus. Even 

group .j.s, only i, than for ":L% h,,r that the lae.Ev 

the situation of nLw fw1ale loances 
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has also improved. The size of the current loan for none of the 
groups (on the basis of age of GB membership) of malc loanes is more 
than 16% higher than the current loan of female loanees. Male ­
female difference in the amount of first loan disbursed from GB has 
decreased for the new members. These figures suggest that the male 
female difference in the amount of loan given by GB is being gradu­

ally removed. It appears from the findings that female loanees star­
ted their journey cautiously and timidly who have now.gathcred experi­

ence and confidence over time. 

Table 3.1: 	Distribution of GB loan between the two sexes
 
during the last 3 years.
 

Year Total amount 
of loan (00,000) 

Total 
Members 

Average amount 
of loan 

Male Female Male Female Male Female 

1978 2.87 0.53 220 700 1304 757 
1979 23.17 7.35 1297 903 1786 814 
1900 160.96 40.5 10,175 4,655 1502 870 
1901 390.01 146.71 14,772 9,356 2640 1568 
1902 674.46 281.32 18,631 11,785 3620 2387 
1903 1284.03 665.17 31,782 26,538 4040 2506 
1904 2805.45 2107.34 53,006 38,045 5293 3214 
1905 4331.21 4592.96 59,076 109,443 7331 4197 
(upto 
lovember) 
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Table 3.2: Average amount of loan currently distributed
 
by the age of CB membership and sex.
 

l'umbership 
 Male 
 Female
Duration
(Iurber of Average Standardloans) Average Standardamount deviation 

(taka) amount deviation'taka) 

One 2376 
 72.25 2043 
 58.61
 
(101) 
 (174)
 

Two 3365 90.83 3061 
 96.40
 
(159) 
 (221)
 

Thr&' 3707 
 123.67 
 3597 101.64
 
(94) 
 (77)
 

Four 
 3315 
 117.55 
 3204 97.29
 
(46) 
 (44)
 

Five or more 
 3005 
 131.28 327" 
 91.11
 
(41) 
 (10)
 

All group 
 3264 114.31 2832 
 103.84
 
(441) 
 (534(
 

Figures in the parenthesis show the number of cases.
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Table 3.3: The average amount of loan received on the first
 
occasion for GB members of various duration by sex
 

1-cmberr-hip Nale Female 
Duration 
(Number 
loans) 

of Amount 
(Taka) 

Standard 
Deviation 

Anount 
(Taka) 

Standard 
Deviation 

OC 	 2273 84.24 2044 56.39 
(GO) (169) 

Two 	 2224 69.80 1621 73.36
 
(159) (221) 

Three 19 29 79.87 1699 8261 
(94) (77)
 

Four 2018 77.05 1391 67.61
 
(46) (44) 

Five or more 3805 131.20 327C 91.11 
(41) (16)
 

All group 3264 114.31 2832 103.84
 
(441) 	 (534) 

Figures in 	the parenthesis show the number of cases. 

Table 3.4: 	Difference (in taka)'Between the current and first loan
 
for loances of various duration of membership and by sex.
 

Duration of Male Female 
iicmbership 
(Humber of 	 loances) 

Two 	 1141 1240 
Three 1850 1090 
Four 1297 2183 

Five or more 1741 2103 

All group 1236 1035
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Repayment performance of female loanees 

In view of tile procedure of weekly repayment in small amounts,
the C-B members find it easy to 
repay the 
loan. 
 It is found from
 
he credit 
survey that most loans-a-re 
repaid timely and very small

proportion remains overdue (Table 3.7). 
 Only 3.2% of tile total loans
 
remained overdue among the female loanees. 
The loan repayment perfor­
mance of 
women is better 
than that of male loanees. 
 Amount falling

overdue beyond 52 weeks (by 
which time the loan needs to be entirely
 
repaid) is insignificant (less than 1%).
 

Table 
3.5 gives information about the 
regularity, of 
repayment

performance. 
31.3% of female loanees do not have any overdue install­
ments, 
as compared 
to 74.4 for male loanees. 8.6% of male loanees 
and 7.8% of female loanees have 6 or more overdue installments. 
Cn the other hand 11.4% of male-loanees and 13.5% of female loanee 
(table 3.6) have paid some installments in advance. 3% loanees of 

each sex 
have paid 6 moreor installments in advance.count, the Thus in eachrepayment performance of female laonecs is better and 
thc rate of. repayment is excellcnt.
 

Such repayment performance by female loanees deserves more credit
 
few otheron a related grounds. An earlier study' (Hossain '1985)

as well as the present study, shows that female acctivities financed
by GB loan yield a lower return than male activities. So a regular
repayment means a greater strair for these loanees. Apart from that,
the loan of many of the female loanees are used by their husband 
or male household members who may. be reluctant to supply the loance 
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Table 3.5: Distribution of overdue loans by Number of
 
instalments overdue
 

flumber of 	 Halu loanee Female loanee All loanee 
advanceT
advancees Number 	 Number % Humber %
instalments 

lil 	 328 74.4 434 81.3 762 78.2
 

1 - 2 51 11.6 30 5.6 81 8.3 

3- 4 24 5.4 28 5.2 52 5.3 

6 & over 38 8.6 42 7.0 80 8.2 

Total 	 441 100.0 534 100.0 975 100.0
 

Table 3.6: 	 Distribution of Cases by Number of advance
 
instalments paid, by Sex.
 

lumber of jale loanee Female loanee All loance 
advance 
instalments Number / Number % Number % 

Fegative 113 25.6 100 18.7 213 21.8
 

(overdue) 

Hil 278 63.0 362 67.8 640 65.6 

1 - 2 27, 6.1 42 7.9 , 69 7.1 

3 - 5 	 10 2.3 14 2.6 24 2.5 

6 	 13 3.0 16 3.0 29 2.9
 

iill loanees 441 100.0 534 100.0 975 100.0
 

Table 3.7: 	Extent of overdue loans
 

Sex 	 Amount of credit Amount overdue Percent overdue
 
received Total Beyond Total Bcyond 52
 

52 weeds 	 weeks 

iale 	 14,41,500 49,650 4,810 3.4 0.3 

Female 	 15,12,500 49,060 9,310 3.2 0.6
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with funds to pay the installments. It remains her responsibility 

to get the required sui-i by generating other sources of income (like 

vegetable gardening) or by persuading the husband who is otherwise
 

ind~ifferent. 
 The survey findings show that a larger percentage (8.1%)
 

of loan taken by female loances are spent for unproductive purposes 

as compared with that for the men (4.9%). This part of a loan is 

difficult to pay back as it does not generate any income directly. 

Fh good repayment record of female loanees has to be assessed against,
 

this unfavourable background which will further glorify their perfor­

mance. 
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Chapter 4
 

Use of Loan by Female Loances
 

In this chapter, we shall examin the patterni of utilisation of 
loan in
/eneral, 
 and the extent of utilisation for generation of self-employ­

ment. for 
the women in particular. In patriarchel rural society,
 

there is a risk 
that even if institutions are channelling resources
 

to-:women, it may ultimatlcy go to the hands of male guardians in 

th- family . This may result from the forcible claim by 
a husband
 
(or other male member) well throughas as the willfull 'surrender
 

of the money to the husband by the loanee herself. This she may
 
do to avoid the physical labour 
 that is required or simply because
 
of the 
 lack of confidence required in organising an activity and
 
may rely on the husband to maximisc the income and welfare 
 of the 

family, GB's recent policy of giving loan to only one member of
 
the family may encourage this even more. She may use the to
loan 


add to the capital of her husband. This 
 often becomes essential 

when an urgent investment was held up due to lackthe of fund, e.g. 
mending the transport vehicle used by the husband for earnin4 etc. 
As long as the weekly installment payment is assured by the husband, 

the wifc has no interest to deny a sharing of the loan with the hus­

band. 

In such a situation it is rather unexpected that we found 77,4% 
women utilising more than 75% of the loan herself. Only 12% loanees 

surrendered all their borrowed money to their husband (or male guardians).
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Table 4.1: Average Amount of Loan Usedby the Loanee

Herself for various Sizes of...Total Loan,
 

Amount of 
 Average

total loan Average anlount.(takn).

Amount of of loan used by the 
 LSxI00
loan taken 
 loanee herself 

(TL) (LS) TL
 

1-1000 
 912 
 912 
 100.00
 
1001-1500 
 1430 
 1296 
 90.62
 
1501-2000 
 1899 
 1688 
 88.89
 
2001-2500 
 2369 
 2192 
 92.53
 
2501-3000 
 2831 
 2272-'. 
 80.25
 
3001-4000 
 3666 
 2642 
 72.07
 
4001-5000 
 4460 
 2055 
 46.08
 
All groups 
 2376 
 1920 
 .80.80
 

"This is for those loanues who; useL.ostat a part of thloa 
themselves. .
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Table 4.2: Size of the Loan Given to Women who Did
 
not use any part of the loan herself
 

Amount of Total Number of cascs not
 
total loan cases using the loan hcrsclf
 

1-1000 15
 

1001-1500 16 1
 

1501-2000 34 5
 

2001-2500 20
 

2501-3000 33 5 

3001-4000 25 9 

4001 & above 8 3 

All groups 151 18 

If we consider only thosc who did not surrendcr the totl amount, 

wc find that 80% of their loan is used by them. TablL 4.1 and 4.2 

show thL rclation butwccn total aniount of louin anrl the pcrcentage 

us'd by the loanc2C h-rsclf 'We find thcit those who b.rrow a larger 

a::ourit, transfer a gr,:tcr p.ercuntagc to othcr f.;mily iu.-.brs. 

If wc rclit the prD-rtion of loan used by thu female loanees 

thei.,sclves, with th2 :,u-,br of times they hud t:d-!n loan, we find 

tha.t the pLr i ri-.ncL (f the new ]o.ncis .;rc , re t-,t,- ,of utrt1 i­

-r i 

th. ,]d~t .,p r Thc nur:b~r of ca-ses is V.ry cl,;i11. ".31 C 

!.,L give.s this nif.,r 
9

Ir ..n, 
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Table 4.3: 	Percentage of loan used by the female loanee
 
herself for various periods of GB Membership
 

Acrcentage 
 Number 
 Amount of
used by 	 Total amount of
of loan (taka) 
 loan taken 	(taka)
herself 
 cases 
 usd by
 
herself
 

00 
 18 
 00 
 3057
 
1 to 10 
 4 
 206 
 2001
 
11 to 25 
 .5 
 702 
 3327
 
26 to 50 
 11 
 1259 
 3134
 
51 to 75 
 10 
 1832 
 3019
 
75 to 90 
 5 
 2155 
 2565
 
90 to 100 
 97 
 2143 
 2149
 

All group 
 151 
 1701 
 2461
 

Table 4.4: Relationship between the percentage of loan used by
the loanee herself and the period of her membership
 

zeriod of Fcrc,-nnc 	of the loanmcmbcrship 	 ,Numbcr ofus'd by hcrself 
 cases 

1 ycar 87.60 26 
2 
 81 .C9 72 

1 . 7 

53.;. '12
 

b.v 65."3 4 
All mumb-rs 75./49 
 149
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Pattern of Sectoral Allocation ot Loan
 

An interlinked issue is the diversion of loan to unproductive 

or consumption use. When the loan is obtained, a part of it is spent 

on consumption items or consumer durables such as mc;di~ig house etc. 

Hhen we rvport this as a drain of pruductivc rcsources, we should 

bear in mind that in future families resourcus may be used to supple­

ment the rest of the fund from loan to make n sufficient amount for 

investment. A few borrowers may even add her own resources over 

and above the borrowed amount. This wc-uld be a net addition to the 

investment. This supplementary investment would not be made in the 

absence of the borrowed fund. Such nut addition to investment may 

be seen is some form of pull factor gener-ating new saving and invest­

mcnt. An estimation of such incremental invcstmcnt is easier for 

female loanes who did not usually operate the samu enterprise car­

lier. For them the whole investment in the GD activity is a pew 

investment and a deduction, of the GB loan coming to the hands of 

the woman from the total investment will show the net' addition or 

reduction (through consumption) in invcsti-ble fund supplid by the 

l.oa'n. 

Our data (tuble 4.6) shows that 95 loanUe Iddd an amount of 

taha (0252.'O frrm ,*ther sources; Tn this di scuss i -.n wc considcrcd 

only thc to the hd s. ,-,',nt byt,--a vhich !u',.rcc - iny t.-cn 

the , h-'a not this - In . ; t..-alhu (did ciit,r c,. :ci... c, 

-fW.335O.0C: v,r ch n. !,d tc h i.]c f .il y :", .r.s :.,i.h sli­is 

Lg it] hi-1 -r than thr ;-,vint ,;f i 'i.;.nt Sl, . , d from the 

http:W.335O.0C
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Table 4.4: 	Relationship between the percentage of loan used by
 
the loanee herself and the period of her membership
 

Period of 
 Percentage 	of the loan 
 Number of
 
membership 
 used by .crself 
 cases
 

1 year 87.60 26 

2 " l.c9 72 
3 " 61.67 35 
4" 53.83 12 

5 & above 65.03 4 

All members 75.49 149 

Table 4.5: 	Distribution of the total amount (net of GF & EF)

of loan given to women
 

Range of total 
 liumbcr 	 Average amount of

loan (taka) 
 of cases 
 loan for each womai
 

1-1000 
 15 
 911.7
 

1001-1500 
 16 
 1424.7
 

1501-2000 
 34 
 10900.8
 

2001-2500 
 20 
 2358.7
 

2501-3000 
 33 
 283.6
 

3C01-40u 25 
 3C" 2 

-t.7
 

All group 151 2L57.8 
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Table 4.6: Total capital Investment by Female Loanees in
 
comparison to Total Amount of Loan Obtained.
 

Total Number of loances who invct Average amount
 
Amount of investment
 
of loan More than Less than same over and above
 
(taka) the loan the loan amount then loan
 

1-1000 14 - 1 741.87
 

1001-1500 12 1 2 616.47 

1501-2000 23 1 5 738.10 

2001-2500 15 2 3 715.25 

2501-3000- is 2 8 464.64 

3001-4000 11 - 3 -52-2-.31 

4001-5000 2 - 3 270.00 

families resources. Lut we shall not think -that this amount is
 

lost totally from the productiye sector because a part of the fund
 

taken by the husband was also invested in productivc activity.
 

11hat happcns to the :aoney that is trnnsferred to thc husband 

or other ma1c meMbLrs of the fimily? Thble 4.7 shows thc distribu­

tion of this monty. it includes the fund uscd by thC ::ale mmiibers 

from both the ,rou,,s of f.-.dc loimccs who p .rtlv .-U the loan 
,nd who surr.ndcr thr. totl 7ncunt. Tnty ix r nt of this 

:.C)2Cey is -smzct 'on .s!,nti:l. c..ad non-,ssiit ii.i c ':..r,::it :,. ', 

ro r,Lion is 1h .r&r ,.in ,it s:L-nt ior cTu;7SUi'f ion 7urc. :s by 

.3 f,,,c.lc i :c-:s t i...::3;. .~ . Th,,s on the 1.rcu:,ds of product Ve 

http:f,,,c.lc
http:52-2-.31
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Table 4.7: 	Sectoral Distribution of the GB Loan Used by the
 
Male Family Members
 

Sector 
 Hlumber of Amount of % of total
 

cases engaged the loan amount used by
 
.n this sector used 
 male members
 

Livestock 
 4 6077 5.76
 

Agriculture 
 10 25350 
 18.07
 

Processing 
 3 9500 6.77
 

Trading 
 25 59500 
 42.42
 

Essential 
 14 17100 
 12.19
 
consumption
 

Von-css~ntial 
 10 19635 	 14.00
 
consumption
 

Others 
 1 	 11.00 
 .01
 

utilisation of loan it may useful
be to see that the female loanee
 

retains 
the control over the loan herself.Uc should take note of
 

:nother fact. Twenty five percent of the fund trikn by the husband 

was used in agriculture. Nfost of it was invested in taking land 

on mortgage or recleasing previous mortgaged out land.,.
 

Phrt are the sctors where the lnen is used by the loanee? 

Cnly in c '.. 2 , ,vfour sics on -. sf rt for 	 con zu!pttion 

of,hinot 	 l o1Ia-o.n S'sc 	 t nt.-!r r e 
of the- tot-fl al:!Ount of -~n:soC:e t},m 

http:herself.Uc
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Livestock raising is the inst popular activity in which the 

loan is used. 89 female lonnces out of 133 were engaged in beeff­

atten ing or raising milch cow. Another 9 women reared goats. 

The next important activity was paddy processing combined with tra­

ding. The nature of this activity is that paddy is purchased from
 

the market and the women arc involved in processing thL paddy which 

is husked either in thu dhoki or in rice mills (or a combination) 

and the rice is then sold. The margin bctween the salc proceeds 

and the initial investment in paddy is the profit. This activity 

involves two components.: processing and trnding. They cannot be
 

separated and has to be treated as joint activity. 73 women were
 

cngaged in this paddy processing cum trading activity.
 

In one area of Tagail, oil pressing has bccn a traditional 

skill and many women invested on oil pressing m.ichinc and/or bullocks 

used in that machine. This has b1en the third major activity finan­

ced by the loan.
 

Oilpressing required the largest amount of cipitnl on the aver­

a-e followed by milchcow r.,ising. Trading, paddy processing and 

bccff,.ttcriing follow thc ]st. it is found that c-!pital per enter­

prise is iiot v.ry l::r in _,ny of thse activities. This is because 

of thu fact thit in the -istin, circumstances nonc of the activities 

could J, , r i,d out on !-lr.-,c.r sc-Ic. For ,:.: 1 ost : 

.,!nr d ]-.ccC, C ' o 

C'ore . . l. U n t e dirc Ff.I -,.. t ; , , n os to 
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reduces the risk and sincc income from livestock raising comes with
 

a long gestation period, a supplementing of a quick return yielding
 

investment facilitates the repayment of weekly installments. Paddy
 

processing and poultry raising is most often undertaken as the
 

supplementary investment.
 

For most of the activities, we find that when they arc under­

taken as the second important activity. the capital investment is
 

smaller than in the same activity undertaken as the first activity
 

(table 4.9). This is duc to both a shortage of funds as well as
 

due to the constraints on the availability of family labour input
 

in some cases. The first conscraint could be relaxed by enhancing
 

the amount of loan in the next phase.
 

Table 4.8: 	Importance of various activities undertaken
 
by female loanes and financed by GB.
 

Number of Total capital vcrage capital
Sectors enterprises involved (Tk) pcr enterprises
 

3Lef fnttening 43 53690 148] 

Ii]Loh cow raising 46 93305 2020 

Goit C Poultry 13 4315 332 

P23ddy pr,-,c.& 
CU , r ,.,!I. 

Ing 79 12d;032 1621 

, w1ii.C;.. ::K. Si 1 lrn- 20co 

ir 	 3 310G 2033
iU, 


OLh;rs 	 1 /050 '50 
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Table 4.9: Total capital per Enterprise in each activity when
 
undertaken as primary or secondary involvement
 

Average capital when undertaken as
Sector 

Primary activi.y* Secondary activity
 

3cffaltcning 1517 1131
 
(39) (4)
 

Iiltchcow raising 2041 1750
 
(44) (2)
 

Paddy processing 1924 1488
 
cum trading (24) (55)
 

Hurl making 2517 1470
 
(3) (2)
 

Oil pressing 2509
 
(11) 

Coat, pultry 305 375
 
(C) (5) 

Trading 2050 2000
 
(2) .(1)
 

Others 2050
 
(1)
 

K'igurcs in thu jArritlisi3 arc Lhc nurbcr of c'sses. 
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Chapter 5
 

Impact on Income and Employrnent 

Income
 

GB loan is cxpccted to raisc the lcv&l of income for the'loance 

ind thus raisus the tot-%l income of the family as . whole. The loan 

may not only raise the income of the loance but may increasu the 

income of other members through a few direct and indirect processes 

accomp-nying the loan. Firstly, a part of the loan may be invested 

by another mcmber of the household which will enhance his/her income. 

Indirectly, the loan may act as an incentive to all members of the 

fEnily who may try to increDsU income. For example when the husband 

buys a cow with GB loan, the wife may try to grow more vegetable 

which can be sold to enable thum to repay the weekly installment.
 

in assessing the impact of GB loan on income earned by the women
 

both of the above aspects should be kept in mind.
 

The ustim:ites of housChold income LirnLd by different groups 

of snmpIcs aru prcsented in t:ible 5.1. In terms of averagc family 

income, the female loanocs h-ve f:,rud wcll annd Cerned more than 

both the project vill:-e non- ,wmbcrs ,iswell :s control village 

tLr-,et group. The f,a.nili-s of fk;i,]Yc .- rned a slightly highAr 

du to a ]":rrcr .cr .- ', ,. Ic. :2,brs involve--d 

; n'-, on; I,h :: hfin jro:'_jct iv.--, c : ; - i . r. hc f-'!2 '. 
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Table 5.1: The Situation of Household Income of various
 
Loanec and Non-loanee Groups
 

Averagu yearly Number 
household income of cases
 

(in Taka)
 

l:alc loance 18019 35 

Female loance 18090 33 

Project Village 14204 68 
NIon-mcmbcr 

Control village 12696 63
 
target group
 

(51-250 dec.) 21296 56
 
landowners
 

275+ landowners 416555 23
 

All group 18504 278
 

Thus a loan given to a wonen is no luss efficient to raise
 

family income. than a lo..n to the mnlc workcrs.
 

It should bL intioncd hcr thir the positive iaprct on income 

occurud duspiLe thL f.:ct that a largur pcrc-nt7:gc of female loan 

from GD is spLnt on consuaption puri-os.-s, .hch do not diruectly 

'dd to tht f ,ilv incoo_. rut so ; I- :.I, L t h vc wor ed 

in such e.:sL3. Sinc, inst..ts :rt id w,.':1y; so~nc IC§:Tm 

is- r::tc.d throu> -s wl,ich do nut rJiLre o-uch fin *oi A 

invcstm,_nt. 
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A loan may 
reduce incdmc. of 
a family, 
if it is consumed and
 
if its repayment rcquird 
the selling of 
productive 
assets. 
 Or
 
if the loan is consumed and the scope of escaping rcpynrQnt may 
uncour.gc the loancx. to sit idlc and not buing cin.aged in income 
gcnerating work as the consumption needs are niut from thL loan.
Heither of these can be 
 true for GB loan which 
 needs to be repaid 
in weekly installments.
 

In fact, it is found that in those cases where the lorinecs 
reported a decline in their income after bing GD merber occured
 
due to some advurse situaLions not relatcd to the GL loan. 

The comparison of change in income for male and female loances 
after joining GB arc given in table 5.2. For the femalL loanees, 
only 12 out of 525 reported a decline in-income znftcr they started 
t: king C2 loans, which is only 2% of the whole group. As theto 

rrason 
 of such decline of income, only women
2 out of 12 reported
 
it to 
 bc due to not pcrformin any productive work. All others
 
rcported 
 occidLI, iiisfoirtune lik crop d.,age and n rise in cost
 
as the causes 
 of f'oCc!8iiLofl. Thus G' lo.n not only raises
 
family income 
 on th,-, ..... ut icoe of Lho 1 roc ilajority
 
of the loanccs scr
h sd :n iricre-ise.
 

I's to th re'-son 
 of ta1 rise i itco:It, rn inrj c';u in the 
'n0,rt
; c171Ctc tt iLw '.. -,in 1 s is riJost in ,(,r -ALnt Iur )och
Ir] .Ad fL! , o , ut f r 1 r.'c vr . ­ n thL 
r.*-on of irc, , inc :.. i i n in i -rviyg
 

z-,
j,:S 

http:uncour.gc
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Table 5.2: 	Grameen Bank Loances Own Perception About the
 

Change in Their Income After Joining the Bank
 

Type of 	 Number % of total 
of lonnecs scunMplcchnn e 

"al~t Fumalc- iinl. Fumale 

409 482 	 93.41 91.51
Increase 


33 	 5.31 6.31
Samc as beforc 23 


6 12 1,31 2.21
Decreasc 


527 100.0 100.0
Total 	 438 


mentioned 	arc dircct or indirect impact of G3 1o:!ns, Lxcept an 

incrcase in th, volumc of wage Lmploymcnt, rise in wage Land others. 

ThLsC three excptions arc genLral in nature 'ut :,:.y -!s well be 

related to thL op -rtion of CP. Tab], 5.3 ind 5.4 -iv;s dktriblUtion 

of the importance of the vw,'rious rerxsurs. 
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Table 5.3: The Most Important Reasons of Rice in Income of the
 
Grameen Bank Loances
 

"cason 


1. 	Frec from the clutches of money 

lender 


2. 	Incrcase in business 

Capital 


3. 	Participation in productivu 

cmployment as against 

non-involvement
 

4. 	 ,i su in agricultural wage 

5. 	'Now they are employed for 

larger number of days 

6. 	Engaged in poultry growing 


7. 	Engaged in fruits :nd 

vegtablL growing 

.	 InvLesta: ,!tt of th.. ,Dloan 

in Agriculture 


9. 	Othi.rs 

total 

"i-:ub..r of rc1S'Jl-, dLnts is so n in th' 

% of loancas
 

Tiale Fcmale 

12.37 5.26
 
(49)* (23)
 

67.68 52.63
 
(263) (230)
 

8.08 31.35
 
(32) (137)
 

1.01 	 1.37
 
(4) 	 (6)
 

0.50
 
(2)
 

0.46
 
(2)
 

0.50 0.23
 
(2) 	 (1)
 

2.70 	 1.37 
(11) 	 (6)
 

7.07 	 7.32
 
(28) 	 (32)
 

437 

p ir.nth.sis. 
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Table 5.4: The Relevance of Various Reasons for a Rise
 
in Income of the Grameen Bank Loanees
 

R&asons (stated either Number of loanecs**
 
as the most important,
 
second or third rcisons)* Malo 
 Female
 

1. 	Free from thc clutches of moncy 132 59 
lender (33.33) (13.50) 

2. 	Increase in business Capital 
 350 346
 
(88.38) (79.18)
 

3. 	Participation improductivc 
 87 263
 
employment as against non-
 (21.97) (60.36)
 
inv!mnt
 

4. 	Rise in -gricultural wage 31 50 
(7.83) (11.44)
 

5. 	Now they arc employLd for 24 23 
larger number of days (6.06) (5.26) 

6. 	 Eng-gcd in poultry growing 55 86 
(13.89) (19.70) 

7. 	Engaged in fruits 7!nd 
 206 167 
vegetable growinp (52.02) (38.21)
 

U. 	InvestMnt of the loan. 103 62 
in AzriculturL 
 (27.27) (14.19)
 

9. 	 Othrs 77 107
 
(19.44) (24.48)
 

Total
 

:. ch ]mrZ C h)d th tio of stting t, ,_L>ir iiL orL:nt rL: SonS, 
in the r oL.rrr Of 

:::'Fjgurcs in ,_hu . ,r- ,,., jS vc t!c - , f-,,_:,LOti rcsion:cnts 
"h co~nsid.r tli s *-'1;-v int r z,:Sof. 
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The income earned by the women tha-rsclvvs from utilisation of 

the loon can be seen from Table 5.5. On the averac they earn 5140 

taka per year. This comes to about 36% of the total income earned 

by the household on the average. Table 5.5 also shows the distribu­

tion of earnings of thesc women. Ue find tht 302 of them earn above 

taka 6000 per yue.r. Such an income is sufficient to maintain 2.2 

persons above the poverty level.1 16% loanec rn a negligible 

sum of loss than 1000 taka per year. This is mostly due to the fact 

that such a percentage uses luss than 25% of their loan themselves. 

Thc rest is used by male membcrs of the family. The income from 

such activity (orga-nisd by women with loan from Q3) is around 28% 

of family income. A more important point to note is that 4% of these 

loanLe women contribuA' almost the whole of the failly income because 

there wcre no -rilc arners. In tot.l 22/n contributed 50% or more 

to household income.
 

It was meontioned earlier that though these activities are organi­

sed mainly by thL female loane ::nd minly with the finance provided 

by the CE, this often emerges as a fa.mily activity ,.'hcrc families 

resources are -lso pooled arid other numbers contribute labour input 

to this "ctivity. But still wC thir,*: tL!t-, it is jUsLifid to consider 

Lhat the fema7'le lo-ncc ncmnr-tAs th!js i ne, buc- use it is her 
c":t KI].tic ro le as C3 .£;.. r tiJ~t . .d '4. r <'.K- b~ t his L fl',_--V 01r. 

of by1 This is :_i ;n c.stir Ofd .,ov,_rty !u.el i'ncc:-, Atiq 
and S 'I .!. 
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Table 5.5: 	Distribution of Yearly Income Earned by
 
Grameen Bank Loanec Women
 

:angc of Income from only Loan activities 
Income (Tk.) Cases Avernge Income 

1-500 7 309 

501-1000 14 775 

1001-2000 11 1300 

2001-3000 5 2417 

3001-4000 29 3601 

4001-6000 26 4077 

6001-0000 17 6092 

001:- 23 12605 

All group 132 5140 

Table 5.6: 	Women's Income Earnings from Activities not
 
Fianced by Gramecn Bank Loan.
 

Group 
woi .n 

of Numbcr of 
crnors 

% of all 
household 
in the 
gr oup 

Active o3n 2L..497 

Inctivu loin,-, 

jifc of i:.1_ 1o:n 

."o'uscvav .s oLf no::.,""p 
trs* l1o'2, i n ,.rom,. c­.1 of1 

4 
12 

19 ~ 

22.22 

32.L3 

3-- I-. 

S. I
;.v;vu1't o:. 

- 1 

in 
-C 

L - C "" 
cnmrri]l v1 

'),-I 

-s 
L F 

14 

.37 

22,.5" 

Lvc ragc yu-irly 
earning (Taka) 

442 

92 
62 

62L
 

17a
 

106 

II:1
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Table 5.7: AveragW IrrcvL an-iplou nt Fran GrLt a Pnk Activitie for FemaleMembers of Various Duration 

Pcriods of Numbcr of Avcragumembership yearly Averagumerbcrs monthlyincome from 
 Lmp1oy, tGE activities 
 thI loaFnL in 

-Ictivities
 
One 

25 
 4964 
Taka 121.0 (hours)

Two 65 5151 " 127.0
 
Thrue 


29 
 4773 

02.7Four 83692 " 

Five and above 4 8J715 5 to 

All members 149 5149 11. 2 i
 

514 
 110.2 it 

Employment
 

It is argued (PLhrn an 1984) that the participation of womendcvoloprnLnt in 
moans thit they engagc themsclvsin productive employnentand thcruby enjoy an inco1. So apart from incomC n roition GB 

l0an tniy bc consid.,- d to hjve fruitfully contributcd to integrBton 

of womcn in dc loi, if they cam an incol by Lfngaing in theproductive c:cti',ity t 1v~. This survy colleCted informtion 
on the tin,_ rl t of "x , .. .o 

St
n!,st en,_ this.with. i. io, t):':t durinp ithis i,-r;,::, , ] ' no.flon thc .,.:: 

L 
. ,r"Le1,,2 ,ours .1 dy in thirL fr 
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activity. Including their* participation in other productive activi­

ties of the household these women worked 4.93 hours a day in direct 

income carning activities. Such involvemcnt in productive activity 
1
 

was smqll for other groups of womcn. Table 5.U shows that housewives
 

in non-loanee groups worked an averagu of 15 to 50 hours a month 

on such productive work (self-LmploymLnt). This comes to .44 hours 

to .66 hours a day.
 

Employment creation for other members of thu family. 

In rural areas of E'ngndesh, the farm -ind the household are 

closely interlinked. The household premises accommodate the economic 

activitics while in most cases (exccpt in a few very rich families) 

the family members contribute most o.the labour' This is also true 

for GB loan financed activities. 

Though a lonn is given to a specific person who is responsible
 

for its use and repayment, other members of the family often partici­

pate by contributing their labour time. So the employment creating
 

effect of fcri:,le loanus a-ctivities ccannot bc fully understood from
 

tnblc 5.6 only. In 75 c7.S s the husb.-nd of thc loanee contributes 

labour time. Table 5. 9 shows diff,:rcnt indic:itors of participation 

of other family mc:mbtrs. Sincu iost of thcs- 1tovncc Wo.en previously 

did not org-nisc such -tivitics, the,_l:,:.;it mn:roted for others 

as lil-hely to be net r.d ,iion to :.:rlc t ,..,r?,nnlnv for thm. 

vrAVcnt r1 im:y nrrr.1cbe1. 'h s Ko:nt of i:,v .- in ti:' .. riot very
I'_. . . "'; ;irJ ir .- . rrfl ,,' ause2 Our s3urvey w.':s 

c,:-; ;i','cur t p.-iod ,,;t ::.b r- tct; r ",;hich is a slack 
of n1 .... t....... 
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Table 5.8: Impact of GB activity on employment of women 

Identification of Hours workcd ovcr a month*
 
the group GB Gthcr self Other wage
 

activity employmcnt employment
 

Active GB loanecs 125.9(131) 35.3(07) 

Passive GD loanees SC 4(0) 

Uife of male loanec 2-.5(33) 
Control villige target group 	 15.1(4.) 90(1)
 

GD village non-mumber 19.7(54) 4(1)
 

UL village (.51-2.50 acre) 19.9(56)
 

2:, village (2.5 & -above) 13.1(25)
 

'Figurcs in the p:renthusis indicate the number of cases. 

Table 5.9. 	Employment for other family members generated by'
 
activities organisdd by Grameen Bank loanee women
 

2The type of A r gc monthly (in hours) 
member Umploymnt in female GB activity 

.-usb.nd 52.:(75)* 

thcr male members 87.0(30) 

Other f,:::].c mmbe-rs . (61) 

•::7 i,.ur,.s in the -r : i - t . r,...i of c S;s. 
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In 61 cases other female members of the household wcre also involved 

in these loan 'financed activities and on. an average 2.1 hours of 

.labour input was contributed by them per (lay. 

We tried to see whether the total amount-of loan given--to the 

woman shows any systematic pattern with the employment generation
 

for the loanee, her husband and other members of-the- family. But
 

we did not find any obvious pattern.
 

Table 5.10: Relationship between employment creation in female GB
 
activity and the total amount of loan given to them
 

.mount of 1Lonthly hours of employment in GE activity for 
]oan (taka) Loance Husband Other male Other female 

m1mber members 

01-1000 12C.1 29.3 90.4 
 .83.5
 
(25) (6) (2) (6)
 

1001-1500 154 4 47.1, 104.9 69.5
 
(14) (10) (2) (8)
 

1501-2000 123.1 73.0
54.3 39.4
 
(30) (16) (9) (15)
 

2001-2500 127.3 121.9
7,.4 86.1
 
(20) (11) (6) ()
 

2501-3000 126.7 51.1 
 91.4
2,)(1 ) (11)
 

3C01-1:000 113. '-3., 7. 2 41.4
 
(20) ((q) (" .. 

4001 & above 07.2 Y'.7 2,.3 
(5) (4) (,) 

"All gro 125.6 52.7 37.0 62.2 
...... (7'5) :<)(61) 
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Chapter 6
 

Impact of GB loan on the Consumption Standard of Women
 

The situation of consumption of basic necessities by women in
 

a family (and the housewife in particular) will dcpnd not only on
 

the family incomc but also ol who earns it, who decidcs the expendi­

ture pattern and how much control 
these women have with respect to
 

their basic welbeing. ",Wehad shown that the GB loanees (active)
 

earn an income many times higher than that they did before they joined
 

the Bank and also in comparison to thcir counterpart houscwifes in 

the non-member target group. They contribute more than one third 

of the family i]lCO L. 11C shall also sce in a later section that these 

women have a greater control in thu family decision making process. 

Apart from th ir involvemnc.nt with the mnk, its membership 

and access to institutional cr,-dit also meoans an access to 

some fix nssts and endows these women with a special status within 

the family. Other family members become more conscious about the 

coMfort and wc.llt;ei; of the' loanc women. ,1l thusc-fdi-ccs are 

li':.ly to k:;rt hncficiF.! ir,4-ct on the lVcl of consuatption of 

these V~jT,-.n, !:ow w, shn].! fr.sn s' on consump­1 ;- indictors thuJr 

tion level. 

It requircs vary icci,-iszi . to ....- c:ct con­ir tood 

sum.ption or ..rt!ri- Tu i t:- the s op 

of this st,.r.v . c .- % . t h ::,.r .nd type ,f Fm.oo. it .,s c.oasu­

by ..,d.. .• mdji 'i the 1.r d.v 1n 0.t t-' c i ng l;,st dni Lion, 

http:involvemnc.nt
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for the reference period of last one wce.: we collccted the number 

of meals they had, i.e. the number of days when they had one mcal, 

day for which they had two and three. meals. Our assumption is that 

a larger of means better of
number meals a standard food intake.
 

It is also desirable to avoid long periods of hunger.
 

Table 6.1 shows that the number of mLeals tL!Wn ycsterday are
 

higher for the loanec groups but not
arc very different for the male 

and female loanee groups. This is true for the husband and the wife 

separately. We enumeratted type foodalso 	 the of ite2ms consumed by 

each of them during the last one day. This was done to reflect the
 

variety in their meal. Uc find an improvement in this respect for 

both the husband and the wife occuring in the families of active 

female loanees.
 

Table 6.1: 	Number of meals taken by the husband and the 
wife for various groups 

Av rage number of meals ta! cn 
Group 	 Last day Lcst week
 

Husband 	 WifeC us"-1d Uife 

1. Active fM11c 1oane 2.73 2 . 6).C 100 10.56 
2. lneffective fj-,ale loanue 2.19 
 2.78 L'.22 18.94 

-. 1,-om 2.70 2. IK.62 17.14 

.. t: 2..1. 15. 	 14.74 

, .r,, t 5r m
 

. .. .. 
 15 U0.52 

7. _2. 	 -S; 	 ?'.C 2.'.6 20.2 19 .4 
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Table 6.2: 	Types of food items consumed by the husband and
 
the wife in various groups.
 

Group 
 Average number of itemsmed by the
 

husband wife
 

1. ACtiVc 	 female loanee 3.22 	 3.00
 

2. Ineffcctive feaale loanee 
 2.55 	 2.44
 

2. l:ale loanee 
 2.84 	 2.65
 

4. Control viliage target group 
 2.85 	 2.74
 

5. GB. village non-member target 2.01 	 2.66
 

6. (.50--2.50 acre) 
 3.32 	 3.22
 
land owners
 

7. 2.50 L 	 above landowners 3.16 3.12 

Similarly a slight improvement is seen for both the husband and wife
 

of the female loanec group (table 6.2). Thus, there is some indication 

that a loan to women may improve the food consumption standard of 

women (but not at the cost of that of inalc members) though the differ­

eniccs as yct arc not very significant. 

Conslumption of clothirng .ind c-:i,rniture onthem can relfect the 

improvcment in the of.:ndhrdr-,nsu-!,tion nore than that reflected 

by food corsium:tion or i!u I.=r ,f L. .1(:;o0anCe housho1ds 

bc:iri dri,'.n fri , : 	 -',.-, -t. '-, •. t!rc..;s " ;':'. a l_ 
n ,. . . upL,. ,Li Lr,. 

-lothi a;L in fauv,)' r 6f ".Yd. i :i:, ,;d 'u :to frmrd inr-. . So n 

L:;rov .._t in :j]]rCe 	 ,-::-,. , . tt d 'c.rc in -, i.,cr -, d : ... 
rL, '.<) 	 .... ,- .ba ­

http:50--2.50
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Data collccted include-s the ;-umber and value of the items consu­

mcd by the head of the household and the housewife. Some difference 

ray be noted for the male and female loanee. We compare the number 

of sarees (the main drcss for women) and the number of shirts and
 

Punjabis bought during the last one year for them.
 

Expenditure on clothing was found to be signficantly higher 

for the loanee groups as compared to the comparable control groups. 

But the amount of expenditure on clothing by male and female loanee 

households were very close. So we shobld not expect very large 

difference in the consumption standards (of clothing) for women from 

male loanee household or for fenial loanes. A,;ain, like the slightly 

imyroved situation of food consump;tioii indicators, consumption of 

clothing by female loinecs is s ,mchat better than the housewifes 

in male loance households. in tnb1 e (.3 wL give figurLs on the number 

U value of Sarees purchaseLd during last one year for various groups 

of women. Table 6.4 gives the total expenditure on clothing for
 

housewives in different groups.
 

We find that the situation of the wives of male loanees are 

not btttvr than the wivLS, of non-m-nber landless. On Lhc contrary, 

the loawe vo :;cn gt rge r numbcr of zarc:s and s>und a grecater 

arnount on tlis itcr t!,>-n the housewivcs in roup 2,Z, ind 5. The 

diffL.r,.ncs in both tlc n'..:r nnd .alu,. arc st: tic::ly signifi-

Cc il .,IiI]t2 .uch i: ~ v . -r :' ,I " ' f(r L".; - A I ] : ,'C) r 

hu:;h-,nds .- re not ,. . . , Ti. ,t'...r of it..: s purchc;5,? (Oun i 

: d s r - i .abi) by r:c >, ',is :r,: tt,:ir %'.Au s .rL hi h'r t!v:n 

t',sL rurc , I _d bv . . .:s ii.; '. ,, ::- ' ,.... ', - (. .5). 
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Table 6.3: Some Indicators on the Consumption of Clothing by

Women from Various Loance and Non-loanec groups
 

Group 

Number of Amount spent
 
Sarccs 
 on sarcus (taka)
 

1. Active female loanec 
 2.10 
 222.50
 

2. TncffictivL fcmle loanicL 
 2.06 
 210.78
 
3. kalc loance 1.65 
 177.16
 
4. Control village taurget group 
 1.65 
 181.43
 
5. G.D. village non-nunbcr 1.78 
 193.02
 

target group
 

6. (.50-2.50 acre) land owncrs 
 2.16 
 262.27
 
7. 2.50 
. above land o\,nLrs 2.64 
 346.92
 

Table 6.4: Number and values of clothing items purchased by husband
of female loanccs and the male head of household in other
 
groups.
 

Avcage number and values of items

Groups 
 perm.le hed of household
 

(ur1cr 
Lungi 

V1Iue 
Shirt L Pun jabi

2uibr Value 

1. ACtive fL.vo lo-n.2 2.2 1(2.03 1.1, 72.99 
2. T'h "effuc~ivu fT,nalt 
3. t;lz lojncu 

4. Control virc:tL 

ln:,rn- 2.50 

2.11 

1 

14. C 

12Z.70 

11 -.17 

1.39 

1.03 

0.74 

93.33 

68.24 

44.26 
group 

5. G.B. viii_; : 2. 1>../ C. 3 30.01 
t.regt g rowp. 

& .. ...r, ..: 2.14 1'2.52 1.1C 201.62 
7. 2.::'2,1 ., r;;r.ru6.72 1.2 13'.0O 



,,-- last ituial we, discuss to. illustrate t., situation of women 

for tn~ir own bincfit, ii thc ,i,:dical cxpensc.
in t-r.Is of .:xp nditur 

data on avr,,c T.idical cxponses per wo:,1.n who got
Tabl. '. 5 gives 

.Eut the data on L'.A,ic account should bc trCated with 
any tr2.-cnt. 

c, ution Lcciusc the nnturc .- id suriousnuss of dcscxiscs :.uy vary. 

.jo,i,n :ir, receiving
Still W ,et somL andictLoii LI'2L the loAnc, 

in tcrus of..thL fioney
Iiiore att;ntion for their hcelthcarc at lcast 

spent ir: 3 year. 'k do not expect a systematic bias to :ukc the 

dcsc:is2.s of loanec wo er, more s-.rious. 

point. Vc find thnt the
blAould conclude by not:ing a snAll 

loan to thzir husband
situntion of fc.1-nclL 1oAUcLs who pssd the entirc 

loanccs terms of number of meals
is bcctr. than the wivt-s of irile in 

uion, 1-h...nu.Thcr and valuc of clothing purchnscd and also in terms 

loan iniproves the situ­
of medicr:l 	 c:pcnses. Thus cven such a passive 

ation of .: wom.n in the fanily. 

for treatment of housewives in
Table !.5: 	I!edical expenses 

various groups.
 

v r (tnka)vmunt :A 
r ouiAv 	 last y.-::rsj,_2nt 

4. icvi r, rx u,: 

C . ~J1 ~ r-n7 r t .r *t ,r:,'i,17 

.U.rcr 

.7 . 



Impact of GB loan for women or thu situation of fertility
 

Thu proximnatc dtcrminats of fLrtility arL thL agu of narriage, 

the oxtnt of brc-nstf .cding, -xt-nt of induccd abortion and thc cxtunt 
of contr .c,.ptiv, usL.. G3 rn:3rak.rshi. amon, wori,-n can cffuctivuly influ­

cUii. tl,: 1ist on, only. The oth-r thrc: arc ru]-atud .:jor, dLc rootd 

socio-cultur:1 attitudes and pricticus. BLcforu going, the anlysisto 

of why cid how thu Lxtflt of contrnccptivL ust c.in be influe.nccd by 

participation in B activity, wc would lik. to mcfntion that some of 

the C" pro-rirmns maly in the long run influcnc- thC sLcondary factors 

affecting f rtility Ls wll. Some of thcse arL reduction of infant 

mortality ratL, higher valuc attnchcd to thu fC.m-3lc children etc. 

G' is el,...cd in Zacti\ve campaign of th.* hi-,ith and sanitation problcms. 

Boiling of drintn..4 wtur -nd us., of s-nitary latrines arc ,-ncouraged. 

But th-asc :,ro long run proc ss.s -ind the problem of sanitation c.nnot 

bu solvAd only by disciplining th;u Qi members, unless th. Wholc village 

cooparc t.-z. 

SiCilrly a perception of thL value aLtached to f.mal. children 

may ch<.r,- as the G-- loan:-s pcrceiv th. scope of incoin. ca:rning 

by th' f: mle r.,:ibcrs. 'infact thu lowe-r vclu. ,i.ttachcd to female 

childr,_,, oft.n cocs via the Lbour mar:et oL,,rortrit.ius (Lipton 1903). 

t ..,arL f,.rt ility,,ic:-'.the' ;ro;x:Le,. t ,r., I .a t of w..h -J
L- pr trAi - of hv , have 

to I... 4 "IY 1 .', and 

whceti,._r t.y :ctu.,l! show any .! c tlonn ii Li iLv r:t. . :tlern 

of .:.h. tior of farmily plinnino ,-ics .iVL s.; u,,-ul Zns1hts. 
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The rata of adopters arc highest for 
naule loance group followed by
 
active 
female loances 
and control 
village tar*,et group. The other
 

groups show a much lower adoption rate (Table 7.1).
 

Table 7.i: Adoption of Family Planning Practices by Various Groups
 

Adopters of 	family planning
Groupo. o 	 cases % of cligibel 

cases 

1. Ictivt fenale loalce 53 
 46.9
 
2. ineff-ctive fumale loncIC 2 ll.G
 
3. 
1ii;u of Lalc loanuc 
 11 
 40.6
 

4. _O1t70I 	 village targut group 22 
 4.4.9 
5. villagc-.'... non-r.L.,mbcr 	 16 29.1
 

targct ,roup 

6. (.5C-2.5C acre) land owners 15 
 20.3 
7. 2..L_' above landowner 6 30.0
 

:uri:>-r insights may be dcrivcd from the information on 
the actual
 
adopt:r 
of th, fji,.ily planingnr- practiccs. 
 1k: Fskcd the nucstion as
 

lto ' cdo'-tsUh the )r:,cLics, rhe husband or the .jfc or --ach of 	 them 
altcrr.at .- ly. .... 
 re prcsnte d in "inS',,,Lrs ou7 _T:l,:2 
th ,,L r 	 of ij,Jouh rs .r-u v.r" ?: r!J!I..:' cm t], '.'ifc 
 , is 
t1._ '"tr in , I--c.: in t.,f -ic;iv, 	 -rmi i o.,ts. 
-n ;ajK<t- otcr jrr.ou ,s ththprer 
 co tL.. s fl, ust Of'n­of f"-: i!l' 


,, :r, fl.. the. huJ
- o,	 rnd :..nd wif,_ isthe 7.a.dc,:in.it.Tn such 

http:7.a.dc,:in.it
http:altcrr.at


cascs wc hlva doubts about th,: seriousness of the adopt.-rs arnd th, 

continuity of use.
 

Table 7.2: W-1ho 
Adopts Family Planning Practices Among the
Various Loanee and Non-loanee Group
 

Gifc o1ly AdoptcrHIusband only Doth, 

a ltcrnatelv 
CI s Cases / CaaS. S 

1. ActivC fCaleloancc 33 63.5 1C 19.2 9 17.3g.
 1 .
 

2. incff.:ctiv,lo ;, fcmu.- 2 100.0 ­
-

3. "ifc of iTalj loanoc 5 2,/.. 1 5.9 11 64.7 
4. Control village taruetgroup'"12 40. 1 4.5 12 51,5 

5 .
 
5. G.". villgc "on--,mbLr 7 4 12.5 7 43....t r '-L, roup 

6. (.50-2.50 acre) 7 46.7 1 C.7 7 46*7
 

7. 2..2. ,-,ov landown.rs 1 33.3 1 33.3 1 S33 
All gr,,ups 64 50.4 16 
 12.6 47 
 37.0
 

:" 1"t fro.] co.- tr(-c. titv, us., OCi lo:tr to, furalu n, rbcrs inir:tie 

d~~~~l'.: :< ;~~U-1. I ri -------. - 0,.V 0A[
/ D L .ri - 1tt -

-- -------- ..... -- -
 -

"rv.. js -. ,-j LhL S-.-Cj.)y. Tiiis ch ,. consists 
o0 L,"tr :,c >.rt, icj ,t::,n c,.,,i,- .iCtivijty to . ,;)uAh -_r 

http:landown.rs
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labour input, but they also participatc in thi; enEcrprenc.urship of
 

the activity. 1,h-y contributc. to th. familys income and they also
 

have a rcater infunce2 in fa,!ily's ducision making. This is likely
 

to influec their attitude and valucs. They will pcrcicvc thL cost
 

of !h:.vin e child to bc larc.;r than if they wrc not involvr.d in the 

Ccol o..lic I-ctivity. 

How let us sea how thcs, changes, have actually affctcd the 

fertility rates among womein. -

Th.. evidc.nccs on birth rat's r- not so clcar cut and often diffi­

cult to int2rpret. Table 7.3 pr,scnts the dAn on child birth during 

la - on- y!'ir. Thc averoigu rtL is caicu],Itcd for thL currently 

married woficn in the Cligiblc ae group (15-53 yrs). 

Table 7.3: Birth rate for the previous year for various groups 
of GB loanee and non-loanec
 

Number of Iurnber of Rate of 
Group cligiblc births birth 

i .. 113
1. lctiv f .r.,el! nLC 16 .137 

2. n ff:ctiv, f,:]..: 1j::n uc 17 4 .235 
3 . K l:. 1 ;AI ,,, 37 3 .176 

ill :
t .1:., - ] rrj..t JM -o'-' -/$ 7 .1L .*2_i .1765 

4. 
 7 142° 

7. 1 ,) 1 Acriowr.r s 2C3 ; . 5i: 
7. ( " '_ .)' 1 i, l'.nflrs 2C0 1 .U S 



From this tabl. we find tlt soi; of thl. 1o,, ,,rnups hiher 

birth r-atc than othcr groups. 3ut it is cncouraging to scL that the 

active1 fcr.l loanccs hav,. tie lowlst rate .,-,on[" the loanc, groups. 

Sccondy th.se rat-'s should be treatcd with caution becausc we find 

larg.: diffcrncL ir, the total childrun born to vjrious groups of 

these woia,,vn. T:ble 7.4 shows that th r nui.ix.ur of children 

born duririg the lifL LimL arL nuch lower for th, loan , groups. One 

importnnt factor explaining this diffcrncc is thc lower average age 

of tho loancc woir ,n. This may also account for the larger nurmbcr 

of births among thcm during thU prLvious year. ';L tried to compare 

the birt',L; last year among women of sa.me age in LhL various loance 

and non-lonce groups. Put thL. comparison is not mc±ninLfull ..sincc 

the number Qf births in each cc.l arc vury To get asmill. better 

picture to assess thL impact of GD on ftrtility, WL compare a longer 

period of time and construct tc following : nalysis. 

Table 7.4: Total Fertility Rates for Various Loanee Groups
 

lPumhcr T1ot,'l Total
Loa... group of chi I,- n f-rt.ility

CaSLb [;ri rl ratc 

1. Ictiv . f,ilc loarce 129 50t 3.91 
2. ?:x ... f.m.'Ic 1Jennet 17 ..S 3.822. 
 1 .. 3. . 

.- 1 4,.
,,u.,._:ol vztil / t;:r , ,_ i~ O.i 50 -.-:i *V.€ 

5. vC.t .erf.:x i ui,-i,, Ic 247 4: 1 

E. ( - _ .- r ) 3 .i :,. ,.. s 57 .. 72 
7. ,. ' 3 :fl(o.'....rs 25 171 6. C4 

http:nui.ix.ur


T:.blL 7.5 giv-s U1dn C.an intcrcstnj- findin wheecwposn th,. numberw& prus tti
 
of birthi ovr Lhe lorn period for thu m.-:il 
 md fcn1al.lon:2,.s who 

arc . I v.-rying pLriods. 'u find,.,,,.rs for 
r bornitlhL total. ch'ilhxirnLor
 

during-I-11th lon pcriod c:s as per yur is 
 snvilkr for fcnallc 

].oin.a uio arc mPunburs for longer periods. Purinw tIL shOrt,,r periods 

the fum-.la loanc-s hAve highur rat, of births. 

Though the above analysis dogs not give uliy conclusive evidence 

of l:1rter contraceptive usc r;ltc- by female loancc COuIL(:s or of 11 

gratuly rLduccd fertility rate, there is indication thi:-t .:lon iiv.:! 

to a womaan may have better irtipact in this rcspect than .i lo.n: to a 

macilermcbrr
 

Table 7.5: Average number of children born to male and
 
femalL loaneCs over the ycars of membership
 

Total number of children born Average number of childrcPeri;jd of 
 per loanu over the period born per year ,ur membermembership 
 I l Female 
 Kale Feral
 

•2oC 
 .Cc 
 .26
 

2 .27 .312 .139 .156
 

.345 .333 .318 .111 
%'75 110 

f.4: *:bovc 1.146 .333 .369 .0%7 

.147 
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Chapter 0 

.Lmpact of GB loan on the consciousness, aspirations and decision
 
making power (2 women.
 

;;oLnoCfl participation in cconoumic activity not only Iieans an 

increase in theii income but is cxpected to generate some secondary 

influences in the life i.,nd attitude of these womcn. is Wo .oiL are 

uarnihg iao-ioy and organising economic activitics, they -rc ecpected 
to have ,:more prominant role in fawilies decision making with respect 

to cL:jxiditure of income and other related family mitters. Such an 

activ participation by women may help to develop their personality 

as well as help the foamjily by making it possible to take more judicious 

decision3.
 

in this sphere it is very di :ficult to collect data iLnd pass 

any judc;:eait. 'ithin the fa!Jily, the husband anid the wife ,i.y have 

various importance in various types of decision making. To get a
 

picture of this we collected information on decision making with res­

pect to (a) d.iy to day purchascs of food items (b) the purchase of 
cloth:ing (c) type of treatment in deseases (d) going out for a travel 

to relitives house (e) IFarria3c of son or daughter. Thuse areas of 
decision1 making reflect a varying degrLC of importat activities. 

In asscssin5 the role of wi'e we classify the responses to two groups 

the wifc is important in dLci,3iori MaKing if it was rcportcd that the 

decision is taken (a) I..inly by the wife or (b) with an ueual ci;iphsis, 

on tha oijinion of the husband and the wifc. The wife is not iportant" 



as i decision maiker if the decision is takcai only by hC hu-;bund or 

mainly by the hu~bnd. The results on thc five areas of decision 

makia1i ar rcportud in Table 8.1. 

T1zblC C.i shows that in all spheres of decisjon-:,i: 3, the 

pattern of influence in various groups is not the same. 7ut one cicar 

conclusioi e h:lerges from the talbll . Among the thrceu l groups, 

the hous :wives in the male loanuc group have the least p.'rticiiaLiol 

in dccisioi-making. The 'transfor iuaking' fumale Lo.m.-:,; irc in. 

better situation than housewivcs in the male loanec group though they 

are lcs3 iuvortnt than the active loanee women. Among thu non-loanee 

groulps tLI. trend is not cl:ar though :it may be su; CstLd that the 

decision making power of wowln has no systcinatic relation with the 

family' s lznd-cwnership situation. 

lo01, let seeus whether such importance in their rolc in family's 

decision t:!,ing is acco.,;paricd by a rise in the level of consciousness 

among tic loanco women. ;.(:re ae.in, we can present only ai few .indi­

cators to-rcElcct th- level of consciousness and .--spir;,tions. 

cc-nil~y there has been -i n-tional level drive by varou.,, orga.;i­

sations Co cducLtc rural woicin about the oral rcliydritioll tl.rapy 

as a tr.-atraeijt of diarh, al dcseas,:.s which is rost iprcvc.nt a.Uaovi0 

childrcn in rur,,l are'.is. Th process of prprinL or .1 s :liIn is 
dessen:in:tcd by various Gn;-1ss .:,dia. also promot.-d this -;.s the 
ban!: wor!-cr- teach the loancs about this l-rocess. So -c 2nquirL.d 

about thu !'nowledge of salinu preparation among housewives fror.i variou; 

groups, 

i 

http:iprcvc.nt


Table 8.1: Importance of women in family decision making for various 
loanuu and non-loanc women. 

.,:i~ilis wh r d.cisioi i, ,... :1 ;.i,..i!Jy by th.. .. L,-: jointly and. Lh~u or by husband .f.f: in Hi'L cos', of 

to Cay.1v, Purchasc Type: of TrivcI to I rr Li -cGroup pirch IS of trcot- relatives of son or
of food cloLhing Imi !nL house dghLcLLr 

1 72.i 45.1 66.2 9.20 

2 73.3 55. ,94./. 

3 .. 1 37.X 27.0 71.5 

4 94.4 31. c- d 3.
 
5 74. 31.7 55.6 61. 75. 

6 54.0 31.7 44.5 52.4 7, 7 

7 L0.u 43.0 52.0 w.. 12.0 

,'.noLhcr indicator %c chosc ,bout consciousnu--i is wht~hcr thc 

worn,:: LrcisL'J their votin., rih.L in thc list clcct ion for locil 

luvLi r,:.rcscnL:tivLs (Upnzil:. Chiirman). In this rL.;pct C did 
not c::.rL Lmy iniluunc_, directly or indircctly. So WC stLcctcd this 

as rcUnr-tntin, .-.n unhindered critcrion. 

Thil 2 L;.2 givLs inforim-atioa oia thcsu two asptccts. ['iLih rtSpLCt 

to pr,:p .. ,ritio oL oraln salinc, ": very high ,)Lrc:,nt-ic in :-ci) group 

know this. Y(t tiic I)Lrccnt£i- is larger for loancc ;:rotijn; co.11 ;;ircd 

to otlhar imidlcss-group hous,:%/iv.-s. Arnong th1.. lo1c roLLs; I .Ifll 

loaf10L; :'IVL ;'. lIr;i-r purccnt.:irc in thc s mnplc who knows Lhi; pr. ,1r.rtion. 
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t'ith r' spuct to votin8 , W(. fiind tha.-t n lirrur l,.rc 1t2. o[ woncn 

in tijc lo:wc. fl,,ijlis hrd c-nst vot.s. 

Table ".2: Indicators on the level of consciousness of women 
in diffcrent groups
 

/ of woInC. ;ho knows the % of woa,.:1 ;ho Ii.-d c"stGroup 	 ILLIhOd of pr..:Liring oral votes in th I;Cs ­
saline loc.11 ICCL.Lon 

1 92.5 73.5
 

2 '4. 1: 76.5
 

3 
 1,I.1 59.5
 
4 53.7 
 4. 3
 

5 
 77,. 173.5 

00. C 50.0
 

7 
 76.0 52.0
 

These ;,r. some of thu indic.,tions that the involvencaIt in C" activiLy 

may init.jt Som1ochanges in th(. livcs of the wonun. To :ejsss the, 

proL,)-cL t)f chmius in future, vc tried to idLntify their :.';ir. ions 
about thLir sons nind diug;ht,.rs. Il this rCS.i)LCt, wc tri.e1: to di', 
out tkt-hir mind with rcspc.ct to , .cw future :jimitions. 'i1y include, 
the -duc.:Lionnl attainment theirof son ,nd dnughtur, thc , c -t which 
they would like. to arrange tho m-irriag,. of the daughter ..nd to..: occula­

tion in Which thcy would like to suc thU son. 

http:rcspc.ct
http:diug;ht,.rs
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in Lrrms of their vision of Cducation of their soNS Mnd d:U'htLrs, 

til, lo1... Lroups "show Solie differce with oth.r groups. F'W .qorune 

from Io': e groups expected thavt thcir sons or diugUhtCrs would rurn:in 

illutLratc or would lc:ivu school beforc completing thc 1,ri..ry IcvLJ.. 

Amon:, th aon-loance lindlcss groups n much 1 rgr p~rcunt-'gu thou1ght. 

thait th.:ir sons .:ind (!,,uhter- would not go abov(_- pril-ary l,;vcl. In 

this Luspuct the loanLce woricfl ir, even bcttur th;,:n the lmidowniig 

groups. L-ut in terms of ambition of highur uducation for sons .!1d 

daugters, thu non-lo,,iie groups arc more ambitionS ;s a 1 lracr p.-rcun­

tngC of 11orlcn Cxpected tLHIM to Uo above thL i'.S.C. luvci. In this 

respect w. should not compore th lounce groups with the la:downing 

groups bCC.uSL the latter hav. ,a higher ;,pcctatioij which is based 

on thir (ifferenic. in the hach.,round. The lowur ambition of [o,Ic,L' 

groups may also bc VieWLd is :I morc cautions and pricLicil ssussIaent 

of thu future prospect. It r..y however be muntionud that thu ambition 

of uducating g1 Ils is lower thzin that for boys, for oll groups. But 

loanecC women show significant enlightenment in attitudL, as they would 

prefer not to Icavu girls illitrat as much as for SoNs. 

Siini..rly whun we cnquirud about the prcfcriice of occup.,,tion 

for the son, two occup~;tions emerged as popular: troding nid salaried 

job. Th-r was no thinking ,bout large or small scl industrial a.nd 

processing ictivities. Few of then| preferred cultivation -.s ,[I -acti­

vity ;,cc-ptL som. madi~ii farraers, ilone of the large fari.,._rs showed
 

prefercuicc for agriculture. A'mo.; the fcmal 
 (active) lo,-ma,:s ;ntd 

the nou-.dibcr landless there anis equal prefert.ncc (55. and 33/') 
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Table O '"-spirations of various groups of womcn about t:ho 

education of son and daughter
 

% ofweCin 
cduc-Lion 

who 
for 

ispir- for virious 
sons :id d;au, hters 

levels of 

'rup4 .­iov pr im.iry Upto S.S.C. ,S. C... I1oV, 

Eoys Girls n)oys , 2 irls ioys C;ir1j 

2.0 

(3) 

2.0 

(2) 
32.0 

(67) 
04.3 

(03) 
35.3 

(3,") 
13.7 
(1/) 

2-
(1)(6) 37.5 61.6(1( 5,..2

)' 1 .4
2) 

3 3.1
(1) 5.7(16) 78.2

(25) 5/.31])(c. 12.7 

4 

5 

6 

17.5 

(7) 

11.0 
(5) 

-

S4.3 

(1) 

23.1 

(9) 

17 .C 
(7) 

-.1 
(5) 
9.1 
(2) 

27.5 

(11) 

44 .5 
(2C) 

33.4 

(12) 
21.7 
(5) 

51.3 

(20) 

51.2 

(21) 

72.7 

(40) 
36.3 
(8) 

55.0 

(22) 

41.5 

(20) 

6,. 6 
(33) 
74.0 
(17) 

25.6 

(10) 

S .1." 
(13) 

12.2 

(Ou) 
55.,6 
(12) 

Table U.4: Preferred age of marriage for the daughter
 

Group 
Avera-ge prufcrrLd ;Ig (yL:IrL)at m:.rrilgc for d:ughtcr 

1 

16.15
2 

1,.25


3 
4 16.1U
 

15.02
5 

15,'""
 

16.52
7 

17.32
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Table U.5: Preferred occupation for the son 

% of women preferring various occupLiodis ftr thL son 

Trding i'i.c!'sh; w Sl.-iricd Own 
Grouf" pullin8 job igricul- work 

tul,. 

34.oU ...... 
C:ISLS C.15QS cUisus C :: 

15..C 59.' 1. 2.U(30) 	 () (5) (2N (3)
 

2 2:.7 - 6.7 	 6.7-

3 	 27'3 5L.3 5. i 
(10) 	 (3) (21) (2)
 

4 	 17.5 - 67.5 5..3 10.0 
(7) 	 (27) .(2) (4)
 

5 	 33.3 2.1 52.1 4.2 u.4
 
(1C) (1) (25) (2) (4)
 

14.5. 	 - 70.9 14.5
(U,) 	 (3Q)( 

7 	 1.2 - 1 
(4) 	 (18) 

rcsl)cctivcly for tr,.din,. o Lhese preference.s do not tUll us much 

aboul LhL fiLur;u direction of .Iployn.lt generaLion or .,ctivity .p,.n­

sion. .uL -s 	 to thc. possibl, uses of fund froAn Gr.-ii;-cn >nl in thL 

future., %.i, do 	 not scu any significant de.;sire to ch.Lg2 Lhe curruiL 

,nph..-sis on tr.,.de. 
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L', ,wk. considLr th.:tL in rural nrU"'s Li..p0f.ric~o ~ 

s iraport.:ntkit -)irj~.all rd:l.ction ofoflCs cojIscliosss. Ill rurail 

B~i~l;d~h1 th.-. mairri7: lowat iL, still -nd th_ pilriits usuilly 

nr:~iu~ .nrri;'.gLS Of tlhu chilcrLo. The r~pli.-. viriju!3from vrou ps 

of wom.L;I (.rL SUMrl.riS,2I ill tAiLc C.4. LGJ-IIICL woiICfln ;nd IIuuswivL2s 

from. 6o-a'.ILi1) LiaiiliLS ShOw.Ud -i Iiigher iprcfurrL:d .i,, Afrrr
 

for Lthir d~iuhturs 
 thi~n th._ houscwivcs of orthir ,~L0ouj)5. 

Ev(:n if tht-sc .,rc not I-1CLt:ly iI~iplQM.nhiud .ind Lt itt'I g 

marri.a.I is lowicr Lhan LhcsL~ opinions3, it rLVcLS Min w.iruncss imonig 

LhtC hous...ivus in Io.afLcL troups Liha.t it is LWvitd, sir ibic -irls -irk: 

marricci nt -. hiolhcr AIIg'. NUVV L landovnin6 oroup ,iid ,i.ccifi­

colly ti.. l;-r-rcSt owncrs givc, dhc hlighLSt gvfor th,_ .1ilrriacc. of 

daughixur. This is again uxplaini-d by thuir gruatur cconomic -nd social 

PowLer. 

tijpirt from ma~ttcrs rulantkd to ,:,ncrail corisciousfl. ss2. vi considcr 

the nIM.rs which arc dirc.ctly rt.Iz-,ULd to Gra-muecn 3aik nctivitics. 

Or~ij~n2--nil rccanty is trying to popularisc sowu 'Oro id iibrms 

of actiVitiLS *:.-ind bchnviour which -..-ru CXPCtud to improvL_ thu h1C.1th 
and cosao-ic situa--tion. 2".foi-. th,. oIusacp hs o~sL~ 

miust b, fi:ilir with tIKIu. To ti.; s cad a list of sixtucn S,-i,*u jlts 

dcscribi.%( thkcsu norms WcrL formulnLL(I (thc currcnt vcrsioni of this 

list wus fin-iliScd by sugf,cstioas fromI 10-IIILOS thLIASuLVCS). TO MJL: 

tik. lonaicus -awarc of thLSL !or'iS, thu :';;nk !!orkcrs Lcjur2t,c th% 

loariuc3.; to rcm rnbur thcsc SLtt.,%ints which arL curr,.ntly popu1.ir .Is 
'sjxteen decisiorns~ Thc, suriousrl~ss to rcnmcnbtr thLSQ St::tI*Imits r...flcct 

http:popu1.ir
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the unithusiasm of the loanvcs about the disciplines related to bank 

act.Lvitj,.s. 

!.i our.-,,survGy.wc tried to check, -how many of these statements 

are octually r:uii:mibered by tho loanccs. Before we go to our findings, 

we should recognise that it is not proper to expect thrnt they should 

r--collcci l:rgv number of these statements as they ar new norms of 

behaviour Is well as they arc formulatcd in a vocubulary with wh ich 

they are not familiar. Yet it is cncouraging to find that most loances 

reme.ber some of these statcments. In this respect thU female loanecs 

perfor!i better than the male loances. On the average male loances 

could rcicAcibcr 6.6 statements as compared to 7.% statements by female 

loancs. Twenty six percent of male loanecs and 17.5 percent of female 

loanecs did not rcmcrber any of these statements. ScvUIItucn pcrctnt 

of ralc lonuusi and 23 percent of female loanecs could rucollct all 

the sixteen statements. 

Siaco this pr ,Jrai iue is taken up recently, those loanccs who 

have bacn mcmbers for a longur period show less familiarity with these 

statc:aLts. hlew members, both malc and female remember more of them. 

The diffcrcnce between female and male loanocs is larger for now
 

members thrn~r on average for all members (Table 8.7). 

.ow famr thcse norms are actually followed is difficult to judge. 

lie cx;i.inc one of thcm which is easy to follow in the day to day life. 

This relates to the source of drinking water. They are mAde awarc, 

that they should drink water from tubcwells or should boil thc 

drin!king w.tcr. 

http:our.-,,survGy.wc


Table 8.6: Performance of-Male and Female loanee 
 in
 
Recollecting the 
 'SixtonStatements'.
 

flumbcr of 
 Pcrccntage Purccntagc

sttcmiclits of male 
 of fcLiale
 
recollcc Led loanccs loa]ICS
 

1onL 26.0(114) 17.5(93)
 

12.- :.(105)2 1 
6-10 , , , ,, -. i , / , 3 3 t0 ), ' " t 1. 1 ) 

1!-15 9.,,,-42) 

All (15) 
 16.9(74) 22.6(12C)
 

Total 
 99.8(438) 100.0(532) 

Figures in the parLnthusis aro thu number of cases. 

Table '.7: 
Average Number of Statements Recollected by Male and
 
Female Loanees For Various Periods of Membership
 

Period of UAvuraL numbcr of statcments rLcollcctcd 
membership 


ICa1w loinc.s Famle loainc's 

O,1L 7,67 9.1, 

Two' 6.51 
 0.25 

Three 
 _, 7.52 
 5.26
 

Four 
 4.35 
 3.57
 

F'ive and above 
 4.05 
 4.03
 

All locn.-
 0.61 
 7.61
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I'e 
 found that 75.6 percent offcrimalC lCn(Cs drink tubewell water, 
the corr,:fojidi g pLrcc;tj&g . for male loanecs birg 70.7 (table .8). 

Those who do not usC tubcwull wbtcr should boil their drinking 
water. . asked whether they do so. Sixty percent of such female 
loanmes and 42 per cent of wloe loancos responded that they boil water. 

aru 

As pcrcCJItJ-r of all loancus 12 percent of male and 14 perccnt of 
female lounccs 'oil their drinking water (Table 0.9). This confirms 
that it may be morc useful to operate among fELMlc loancc. who 
more serious about improving the standard of health and living. 

1As matter of routine, all meetings of the 'Ccntru' start with 
physical ,xcrcisc by the members. In the social setting of the rural 
areas, w,, thought that the female members may have objection about 
s,,ch piy:ical Iuxerics ]]ut L5 percent of the female members r plied 
that they have no objuction to thcsc discipline.
 

cur observation is that, these additional ac1-ivitiLs, which are 
not csjuntial for the success of thu credit programme itself, are 
helpful to improve the discipline ae:ong the G3 mermbrs in all spheres 
of lif. 1oreover, these activities give them a feeling of being 
unitUc ii j group. They gather confidence and a self estcem. 

T1u-us, ,l 
,cimc of a poor rural woman is that under a long veil 
she bows downi and cycs are fi;xed on the grourd and she talks in a 
shy 1nd timid malnnrr. .She rCmV.:i- looks straight to thu uyes of an 
unknown urban visitor (male or female). 'lhcn one talks to a G1 loance 
woi:v.1i th.. diffe-rcnce is stri.king and very obvious. They will stand 

http:woi:v.1i


Table 8.08: Source of, Drinking Water by Male and lFumale loances 

Sourc.: P,:rcc,.. of.. Pcrccntalgc ofmale lo",cs 
 fumal, loanLL2s
 

70.7(312) 

75.0(405)
 

'Jull 

21.3(;4) 
 14.4(1.71)
 

Pond, riv..r tc. 

7.';(35)
 

* lIumLr of Ca1SeS aru given in thu ,)aranthcsis. 

ablo' 0.9: Whether Drinking Watcr is Boiled
 

WhethLr boils 

: l lo usu, tco. Fialc loaccs
% of all 
 I1o. 
 % of all 

loancos 

loahucs 

Ycs 
 51 
 11.7Q 
 72 
 13.71
 
11e 


3G2 
 80.22 
 452 
 C6.29
 

Total 

433 
 100.00 
 524 
 100.00
 

http:14.4(1.71
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confidently jind speak out as in equal partner in a conversa tion. 

Though they have veils on the head and a baby on the lap, they do 

not bow down but ruflcct the spirit that now they are being valued 

by the society. The spirit is more apparent among those womun loances
 

who hpave been members for a longer period. The new ones arc procee­

ding step by step.
 

Ic Io not want to overemphasise the progress. But when an outsider 

gdes to a group of fl'iu loanees h./shu is likely to bc moved to 'see 
I 

that those poor rural women who were simply ignored, have risen to 

establish themselves as independent cititius.
 



APPEiD!: Tables Giving Results of Some Statistical Test 

Table - 1 .1: Statistical Tests showizig the significance
in the difference in the characteristics of
female loanee households. 

Variable: 	 H!umber of Sorees P,':chased in a year 
by the Loaulce/Jiousewife
 

Average Ilumber 
 Separate variance estimate
 
Groups 
 value of
thle vari- ofcascs T-V(IluC: i;Lgreus 2 -tniIable 

of
freedom 	 probabi­
lity
 

Active female 
 2.14 
 133
 
Loane 

2.13 77.36 
 0.036 
Controll village 541'.76 

target group
 

Active female 
 2.14 
 133
 

Loanee
 

4.01 85.05 
 0.00C
Ilale loance 
 1.64 
 37
 
household
 



Tablc A. 2 : 	Statistical TcSts showing LII significance 
in the d:Lfference in Lhe characteristics of 
feuale loane- housoholdi. 

Variable: Amount Spcint on Sarce in- d Year' 

Average Number SC¢ar,(te variance ustimatc 
roups value Ofthe vari-

ableable 

of 
cases T-Va4lu, 

le,-grk cs 
Ujes

of 

2-tail 
2ti 
probabi­

freedom liLy 

Active female 220.03 133 

Loatice 

2.C1 71.76 G.040
 

Controll villaGl.4G 54 
target group
 

Active female 220.62 133
 
Loarec
 

.03 61.22 0.005
 

Hale loancc 177.IC.") 37
 
household
 

http:villaGl.4G


Table- . Statistical Tests sihowil, thC significance
in the difference in the characteristics of
female loanee households. 

Variable,: lumber of Lungis Purchased by the 
Male Head of Tiousehold over a YCal 

Average Hub 
 Scparatc variance estimate
Groups value of of
thc vari- of ig C -. iable cases T-Valuc of rero 2-tailab eof p~robabl_ 
freedom lity 

Active female 2.19 127
 
Loanee 

2.35 l-'5.72 C.020
 
Controll villag-c 1.95 54
 
target group
 

Activ female 2.1; 127 
Loanee
 

0.76 %8.59 0.437
 
Male loanec 
 2.10 37
 
household
 



.Table - A.4: 	Statistical Tests showing the significancc 
in Wle difference in the characteristics of 
female loanee households. 

a 

Variable: 	 Amount Spent by the Irale 1Nead of-

Household on Purchase of dlothing
 
over a Year (tak)
 

Average Humber Separate variance estimate 
Groups value of ofthe .vari- of..' 

able cases T-'/alue Degrees 2-tail 
"bleof probabi­

freedom lity 

Active female 240.54 124
 

Loanee
 

4.09 151.43 0.000
 

Controll village 103.92 54
 
target group
 

Active female 240.54 124
 

Loanee
 

1.02 72.59 0.312
 
Male loanee 22.59 37
 
household
 



Table - .5: Statistical Tests sh'owiilg the sinificance
in the difference in thc characteristics offemale loance households. 

Variable: I'umber of I'cals Taken by the Nale
Head of '-Iouschold duriv, one !eek 

GropsAverage 
ovalue of I'umber Scparate variance estimatethe vof-


of
able 
 cases T-Value r-egrucs
of 2-tai. 

probaLi­
freedom lity 

Active female 1C.0 120 
Loanee 

5.90 32.1;c 0.000 
Controll village 15.00 24 

target group 

Active female 
 IC.05 
 12L
 

Loauee12
 

1.51 
 59.27 
 0.136
Ihale loaneehousehoid C537
 3
 



Tablc -


Groups 


Active female 

Loanee
 

Controll villnge 

target group
 

Active femalc 


Loanee
 

Hale loanec 

household
 

A'.6: 	Statistical Tests siowing the significance

in the difference in the characteristics of
 
fetia1e loance households.
 

Vuriable: ilum.b 
 of I a TaTen by the Hale 
"ead of iouschold the iIy 'Efore 
the Intcrviw
 

Avrage Humbcr Scd.arate variancc estimate
 
value of 
tho vari- cases T-Valueable ofcaros . c r~ 2-ai
2-tail
able of prokbxi­

fredom lity' 

2.Ci 124
 

2.632 
 0.009
 
2.40 52
 

2. r 124. 

-0.17 71.b9 0.066
 
2.70 37
 



Table ­ A.7: 	Statistical Tests showing the significance

in thu difference in the characteristics of


loanec households.
fcmale 

Variable: lumber of Veols Takc'n by the 
Housewife jDuring One 'leek. 

Groups vye rag8evalue of
the vao-
able 

lumbcrt 
of 

cases 

aratu variance 

T-Value Degrees
of 

ustimate 

2-tail 
probabi­

freedom lity 

Active female 1 131 

Loanec 

9.37 121:.85 0.000 
Controll villagC 14.74 53
 

target group
 

Active femalc 1:.46 131 
 2.65 00.G5 OJIM 
Loanee
 

l.ale loanuc 17.13 
 37
 
household
 



Table - 1.: 	 Statistical Tests shoii.n. the signifiCancL 
in the difference in tho characturistics of 
female loanee houschold.s. 

Variablc: Ilumber of Children Lorn Last Year 

Average lLumber Separatc variance estimate 
value of
Groups 

the vari- of
 
able cases T-ValuL .erucs 2-tail


of probabi­
froCm lilty 

Active female 0.12 133 

Loance 

-0.17 5.03 0.864 

Controll village 
target group 

C.13 54 

Active female .12 133
 

Loance
 

0.73 .56.57 0.467
 

Hale loanue .0C 37 
household 



Toblc - A.9: SLatistical T.sts showir, the significance
in thu diffurcnce in tlhc charactcristics of 
female loanee households. 

Variablc: Total Hu .ibLr of Childrcn Desired 
by the Housciold. 

,vdragL 
 Ifunbur S.eparate variance estimateGroups 
 Yl1uc ofthu~vari- ofumberof 
uble casLs T-Vailu; LtugruLs 2-tail 

of probabi­
freedom lity 

Active femalL 
Loanue 

2.66 133 

Controll villagc 
target group 

3.43 52 

-3.56 QS.94 0.001 

Active fenmale 2.66 133
 
Loanee
 

0.73 61.57 0.467
 
Male loaneC 
 2.70 37
 
household
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