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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Maldives generally accounts for one third of
the fresh fruit and vegetablie exports oI Shri
Lanka, and is +<he single largest destination.

The Maldives imported some $38 million worth of
foodstuffs in 1990, More than $4 million of this
was fresh fruits and vegetables. Prelimunazy
totals indicate that imports of Zresh fruits and
vegetables expanded by 33 percent in 1%%91, t
level cf $6.1 million. This is excepticnzl g

Shri Lanka is the leading supplier <
of fresh fruits and vegetables, accounti
percent of the fresh vegetarles and 756 p
the fresh fruits imported in 1990.

The Maldives leading generator of foreign exchange
is tourism. In 1990 more *than 190,000 tourists
arrived, for an average stay of 8 days, generating
$63 million in foreign exchange earnings.

Yotel operators stated that tour operatcrs in
Eurcpe receive complaints about the food available
in even the best hotels in the Maldives. With
hotels charging $175 per day and more, the demand
for a wider variety of higher quality frash fruits
and vegetables is almost a certainty. Recent
changes in building codes will result in even
higher room rates and a further insistence on
higher quality foods.

Domestic consumpticn of fresh fruits and
vegetables is inhibited by low production and high
costs. While o thorough study on the nutritioncl
status of Maldivians is lacking, it is thought
that nutritional deficiencies are present due to a
lack of an appropriate balance of vitamins and
minerals. Estimated per capita consumption of
fresh fruits and vegetables for the average
Maldivian is 17 percent of that in the U.S. (and
the U.S. Dept of Agriculture is stressing that per
capita consumption in the U.S. is too low!).
Further, given that fruits and vegetables are of
poor cuality and distribution is inefficient, it
is doubtful that the comparison with U.S.
consumption is valid.

There is no effective wholesaling mechanism
present in the country, with the result that

1



individual shops and hotels import directly from
overseas.

There are minimal refrigeration {ccld store)
facilities in place. There are no Xnown
refricerated container shipments of fresh fruits
and vegetables to the country, and no known
refrigerated shipments within the counctry.

The lack of marketing infrastructure (wholesalers,
international and internal ocean transport, cocld
storage) has forced importers to rely on expensive
air transport. A private sector Shri Lankan
company or organization cffering an effective
refrigerated sea iink could secure a large portion
of the Maldives market for most refrigerated
goods, not just fresh fruits and vegetables. Such
a link would mean Shri Lankan producers and
exporters would be able to offer higher quality
merchandise at lower prizes than countries forced
to compete by air.

Similarly, placement of Shri Lankan controlled
refrigeraticn facilities in Male' mighz
effectively serve as a barrier to trade Zor other
countries' gcods.

Current merket shares for Shri Lanka are both
impressive and worthy oI protection. They also
indicate that generic promotional campaigns te
increase total consumption of fresh fruits and
vegetables would pe economic. An organization
such as the Fruit and Vegetable Producers,
Processors and Exgorters or the Expcrt Development
Bcard shouid consider undertaking prcmotional werk
in the Maldives toc increase consumption.
Coordination with multilateral agencies to prcmote
increased fresh Zruit and vegetable consumption in
the Maldives to improve nutrition, and subsequent
Shri Lankan tie-in promotions should also ke
encouraged.



INTRODUCTION

This report is the result of a five day visit to the the
Republic of the Maldives in April, 1992. During this trip
interviews and discussions were held with officials of the
Government of the Republic of the Maldives concerned with
agriculture, trade and industry, and customs, and representatives
of the private sector, including existing and potential
entrepreneurs, tour and hotel operators, and impcriers.

The Maldives has historically accounted for a large percent
of the fresh fruit and vegetable exports of Shri Lanka. The
country accounted for about one-third during the years since 1987
(Table 1). It is thus the major trading partner for these items.
An understanding and delineation of the market and its
requirements is of paramount importance to producers, DPrOCessOIS
and exporters oi fresh fruits and vegetables, yet there are no
known systematic studies extant to guide both the government and
private sector in their attempts to improve Shri Lanka's exports
to the Maldives. This report is an attempt to provide some
initial insights into the market, to assess some opportunities
for Shri Lankan producers and exporters, and to indicate probable
future directions of trade.

The historic ties between the two countries, their close
proximity and their common membership on international bodies
such as SAARC would suggest that government intervention on
behalf of producers and exporters should be routine. This does
not appear to have been the case, however, as the Maldives has a
prohibitive tariff of 200 percent on some agricultural products
which could be exported from Shri Lanka to the Maldives. The
Maldives has apparently independently realised that such a tarif
is counterproductive, and is scheduled to reduce this tariff
shortly. Nevertheless, closer cooperation between the two
governments could increase mutual trade, improve Shri Lankan
farmers' incomes, boost export earnings, lower food costs for
Maldivian consumers, improve nutritional intake, and offer a
greater variety of foodstuffs to the Maldives' important and
growing tourist trade. This is a "win-win" situation for all
parties.



Table 1. Value of exports of fresh fruils and vegetables by country of destination
1983 - 1989 (in million SL Rs).

Couniy " | 1983 | 1sea | Tross | "ieas | “isé7 | vess | i3ss |
Kuwait T 2778 4.085 5.906 9.205 13.156 14.190 |  20.374
Bahrain 8.265 8.966 8.231 7.897 4.325 7.480 | 10.560
UAE 23680 | 13.120| 13.220| 13580 | 12.920| 14.300| 21.510
Saudi 5.309 7.146 7.603 8.949 7.874 | 13.170| 18.100
Oman 2.460 2.551 4.510 4.400 4.060 5.580 5.670
Qatar - 0.679 2.188 2.825 2.789 3.440 3.340
Maldives 9.958 | 11.748 2.048 6.787 | 25970 ! 32.150| 43.610
Other Countries o R ...4.780 | 14.990 |
Tow | "spaso| as295 | 43705 3643 | 71.094 | 95090 | 138.154
Maldivesas % of Total __ | 189 ~ 243 47| 127| _365|  338| 31.6]

Snurce: Export Development Board



BACKGROUND

The Republic of the Maldives (Figure 1) is an archipelago of
some 1,150 small coral islands, physically divided into 26
natural atolls, and administratively divided into 19 atclls. Of

-

the 1,190 islands only 202 are inhabited by indigenous
Maldivians, while a further 64 are devoted to tourism. Of these
202 inhakited islands only 41 have more then 1000 inhakitants.
The remaining 161 islands having an average population of 484
(Table 2), and are thus extremely difficult to service,
logistically and economically.

The country has no land borders with any other nation. Its
closest neighbors are India and Shri Lanka, situated 600 and 670
kilometers to the north and east, respectively.

Each of the 26 atolls is enclosed bv & coral reef with
several channels serving as entry points. Each of the islands
within the atolls is similarly surrcunded by a protective coral
reef and hes at least one entry way and shallow lagoon.

The archipelago is 823 kilometers long and 130 kilometers
wide, and has & total area of abou: 90,000 square kilometers of
which 300 square kilometers is land. The highest point in the
country is 2.5 ineters above sea level, and there are no rivers,
iakes or streams. Poor soil, limited availability of cultivable
land and the lack of fresh water severely constrain agriculture.

Archaelogical finds date earliest habitation to 1500 BC, but
it is believed that the first permanent settlers, of Aryan stock,’
arrived around 500 BC from Shri Lanka and India. Archaelogical
information has also determined that Ruddhism was practiced in
the Maldives until 1134 AD auv which taime the then king proclaimed
Islam to be the official religion of the country. Today the
Maldives is 100 percent Sunni Moslem. The conversion to Islam is
thought to have been brought about by the influerce of Arab
traders, since the Maldives is on the direct route between
Malacca and Chinea.

The Maldives has been independent except for brief periods
of occupation by the Portuguese (fifteen years, from 1558-1573)
and the Moplas of South India (for a period of three months in
1753). The country was a British Protectorate from 1887 to 1964,
a fact not considered significant, since the British neither
occupied the country nor interfered with internal administration.
The country became independent in 1965.

The official language is Dhivehi, which belongs to the Indo-
Iranian group of languages, but with strong Arabic inlZluences.
Literacy is high and is reported to be 95 percent. There are two
daily newspapers and one television station.






Table 2. Republic of Maldives; Number of
inhabited islands by size of population; 1990

Size of ; No. of Total Average
population administrative population population
units ‘ per island
less than 1000 181 77958 482
1000 - 1499 24 29180 1216
1500 - 1999 T 7 12297 1757
2000 - 2999 4 9349 2337
13000 - 3999 , 2. 6768 3384
14000 - 4999 | 1 4460 4460
5000 - 2999 ‘ 2 13250 6625
+10000 ; 1. 55130 35130

Total : 202 208392 1032




The currency is the Rufiyya, further divided into one
hundred Laari. As of April, 1992 there were 9.86 Rufiyya to $1
Us.

Business hours are from 0730 to 1330, Saturday to Thursday
for government offices, from 0500 to 1300, Sunday to Thursday for
banks, and 0600-2300 daily for most business enterprises.

THE ECONOMY OF THE MALDIVES

The Maldivian economy is based on tourism, shipping and
fishing (Table 3). Export oriented industries are of recent
origin and include canning and freezing of tuna fish (a
government enterprise) and the manufacture of garments. The
garment industry is of interest to foreign manufacturers because
the country is not subject to the international system of import
quotas.

For the past five years gross domestic product (GDP) has
been grcwing at an annual rate of 9.2 percent. In 1950, GDP per
capita was estimated at Rf 4,360 or approximately US$400. This
is approximately the same level as Shri Lanka.

The fisheries sector accounts for about 15 pezcent of GDP
and engages about 22 percent of the labor force. This sector is
the second largest generator of foreign exchange for the
Maldives, and is both the traditional occupation of the taldivian
population and their principle livelihood. To tap what are
believed to be vast marine resources of the cocuntry, the
government has established a 200 mile exclusive economic zone,
and is implementing a number of development projects to increase
both production and exports. Past exports were primarily of
smoked and dried tuna ("Maldive fish") destined for Shri Lanka.
In 1971, however, Shri Lanka sharply reduced its imports of
Maldive fish, forcing the development of market diversification
and alternative methods of processing. As a result, tcday the
Maldives exports canned and frozen fish to the Far East and
Europe. 1In the pericd from 1986-1990, export earnings from
fishing increased from a level of $11 million per vear to $36
mililion.

Tourism accounts for 18 percent of GDP, and is the single
biggest earner of foreign exchange. Since the establishment of
the first resort in 1972, more than 60 resorts have been
established and in 1990, more than 190,000 tourists arrived. The
principal origins of the tourist traf.ic are West 3Germany, I-aly
and France, although recently there has been a large increase in
the number of tcurists from the Far East (particularly Japan) and
Australia. This increase in non-European tourists has decreased
the seasonality of the industry. 1In the pericd 1985-1-89, net



Table 3. Republic of Maldives. Gross domestic product by sector;
1986 - 1990 (in Rf millions); at 1985 prices.

Mose T1987
Sector ' " GDP_[%oftotal| GDP_|% of total
Total 651.894 100.00 | 709.668 100.00
Agticulture 76.008 11.66 77.909 10.98
Fisheries 108.126 16.59 | 116.543 1€.42
Coral and sand mining 12.446 1.91 | 13.193 1.86
Construction 52.787 8.10 | 58.066 8.18
Manufasturing 36.05 5.53 | 39.655 5.59
Distribution 103.576 15.89 | 115.487 16.27
Transport 33.733 5.17 | 37.106 5.23
Tourism 111.885 17.16 | 122.402 17.25
Real estate 28.348 - 4.35| 30.899 4.35
Services 33.387 5.12 | 37.861 5.34
 Gov't. admininstration | 55548 | 852 | 60.547 | _ 8.53

* Preliminary

1988

__GDP

771.554

79.856
124.118
13.984
63.872
43.621
128.768
40.817
133.907
33.68
42.934

_69.997

% of total |

100.00

10.35
16.09
1.81
8.28
5.65
16.69
5.29
17.36
4.37
5.56

8.55] .

843.18

82.252
132.67
14.893
70.515
48.201
144.092
45.021
147.297
36.88
29.16
72.2

9.75
15.73
1.77
8.36
5.72
17.09
5.34
17.47
4.37
3.46

8.56

970.319

87.13
117.554
17.891

83.9
55.625
166.829
56.958
177.797
40.615

55.6
_ 80.42

% of fotal

100.00

8.98
15.21
1.84
8.65
5.73
17.19
5.87
18.22
4.19
5.73
8.29




foreign exchange earnings from tourism increased from a level of
$33 million to $63 million.

Shipping has historically been an important sector, since 95
percent of the Maldives imports are handled by the national
shipping line. Due to many changes in the economics of shipping
since 1980, however, and due to losses sustained from operations,
this sector of the economy is declining in importance.

The industrial sector of the economy is made uvp of both
traditional and modern areas and accounts for 13 percent of GDP.
The traditional areas include boat building, mat weaving, rope
making and other handicraft arnd cottage tyre industries. These
industries are significant employers of women, and acccunt for
about 25 percent of the workforce. The modern areas include fish
processing and garment production for the expert market and
smaller enterprises cuch as boatyards, worksnops and brick making
for the domestic market.

Development of the industrial sector is severely constrained
by the shortage of skilled and semi-skilled labor. The small
size of the domestic market, non-availability or raw materials
and the difficulties of transportation also constrains industrial
development.

Agriculture, discussed in a Separate section below, has been
declining in importance recently. 1In 1990, it accounted for less
than 10 percent of GDP and 5 veccent of the workforce. The
relatively low importance of agriculture to the overall economy
has led crop cultivation to be viewed as merely a supplement to
~diets and incomes.

MARKET OVERVIEW

Table 4 shows that 1990 imports of fresh and processed foods
into the Maldives totalled Rf %82,370,000, or about $38 million.
Of this, almost Rf 123 million, or $12 million was for ""'vegetable
products" and more than Rf 46 million was for fresh fruits and
vegetables. Thus, the Maldivian market for imported fresh fruits
and vegetables may be said to approximate 34.6 million. Table
14, belcw, provides a breliminary itemization of imports of fresh
fruits and vegetables for 1991, The data were specially prepared
for this report by the Minister of State in Charge of Customs for
the Republic of the Maldives. Note that these figures indicate
an increase :in fresh fruit and vegetable imports for 1991 to a
level of Rf 1.5 million or slic .1y more than $6 m:llion dollars,
and a year to year growth of 33 percent, an exceptional figure
for focd imports. For 1991, 61 percent of total value was
constituted by vegetables and 39 percent by fruits and nurs.
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Table 4. Republic of Maldives. imports of foodstuffs, 1990.

jCategory Value
: (R '000) |
|
ILive animals; animal products 61.398 i
. Live animals 300
. Meat and edible meat offals 25,317
. Fish, crustaceans, molluscs, etc. 2,742
. Dairy products; birds’ eggs: natural honey; €tc. 33,013
; Other products of animal origin 26
|
Vegetable products 122,929
Live trees. other plants, bulb roots, ete. 823
Edible vegetables and certain roots and tubers 27.061
Edible fruits and nuts: peel of citrus or melons 19,171
Cofiee, tea, mate and spices 11,142
Cereals 33,072
Products of the milling inddustry, malt, etc. 30,781
Oilseeds and oleaginous fruit, etc. 324
Lac, gum. resins and other v27etable sap and extracts 152
Vegetable planting materials 403
Animal and vegetable fats and oils 17,270
Prepared foodstuffs; beverages, spirits, etc. 180,773
Preparations of meat, fish and crustaceans 893
Sugar and sugar confectionery 55,674
Cocoa and cocoa preparations 2,559
Preparations of cereals, fiour or starch 21,106
Preparations of vegetablas, fruits, niuts, etc. 17,234
Miscellaneous edible preparations 7,441
Beverages, spirits and vinegar 40,633
Residues and waste from the food industries 1,131
Tobacco and manufactured tobacco substitutes 34,102
Total 2,370
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Table 5 compares Maldives imports and Sri Lanka exports to
the Maldives for 1990 for the major fruit and vegetable
categories in the Harmonized Tariff System. Shri Lanka's share
of the Maldivian market for imported fresh vegetables is about 38
per-~ent, while for fresh fruits 1t is an even higher 76 percent.
These are significant market shares. They should be protected
and, if possible, increased. Given Shri Lanka's natural
competitive advantage as a source of supply for the Maldives vis-
a-vis most countries except India, market share should remain
steady. If a competitive advantage over India could be
established, market share could grow. In later secticns of this
report, a strategy will be developed to differentiate Shri Lankan
product through transport, quality, storage time and serving
cost.

From a defensive standpoint, it should be nctad that, given
the increasing tourist arrivals and their demands on the food
service capabilities of the Maldives, if Shri Lanka cannot
improve its quality standards, it is in danger of losing share,
perhaps even to higher priced suppliers, for reascns that will be
discussed below. To illustrate the importance of qualtiy, one
large hctel company established buying offices in Singapore,
Australia in addition.to their existing office in Colombo in
order to obtain the hich quality food their guests demand. This
could te an indicator of future trends, especially since this
company was the largest single hotel compmany in the Maldives,
purchasing for seven hotels.

DOMESTIC AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION

While the Republic of the Maldives has a total area of more
than 90,000 sgquare kilometers, this includes botnh land and sea
areas. The total land area of the 1190 islands is 298 sg. km.,
and of this, only 10 percent is suitable for agriculture. Most
soils have poor water retaining capacity and are highly alkaline,
With an average pH of 8 to 8.5, due to an excess calcium from the
basic coral rcck formations of the islands.

The scarcity cf land, its uneven distribution throughout the
archipelago, rudimentary agricultural practices and lack of
scheduled and efficient transport all combine to severely
constrain agricultural prcoduction and to limit future
agricultural cotential. Further, since fresh water resourc 3 ace
non-existent, productic.. 15 limited to rainfed conditions dur.ng
the Scuthwest monsoon period. There are n¢ indigenous predators
for pest control, and the country has significant sroblems with
rhinoceros heetle and whitefly. Rats have been a significant
problem in reducing coconut yields, but the applicaticn of some
41 tons of poison bait has resulted in an increased yield of more
than 30 percent.

12
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Table 5. Shii Lanl:a2; Market share of imports of fruits and

into th:e Republic of IMaldives; 1990

[ e s — e —

Edib! 2 vegetablos and certain
rants and tubers

E “ble fruits and nuts; peel
ot citius or melons

Maldives |

imports
(BUS)

1,114,200 '

|
T
| 2,706,100
L

" 'Shri Lankan

Exports
(BUS)

1,027,640

845,126

rercent

(%)

37.3

75.8

Source: Maldives Customs and Shri Lanka External Trade Statistics, 1990




The dominant agricultural activity is coconut productioen,
and coconuts and coconut products form an integral part of the
Maldivian diet. 1In addition, coconut timber is widely used for
boat building and construction. However, the rapid depletion of
this basic rescurce has forced the government to pronibit the
felling of coccnut trees, with the result that there is a
developing market for coconut wood from Shri Lanka.

Other crops of significance cultivated in the Maldives
include millet, naize, taro, cassava and sweet potatoes. With
the increasing Westernization of the Maldivian diet and thus
increased consumption of rice and wheat products, cultivation of
these traditicnal Crops is rapidly decreasing.

Bananas, watermelon, papaya, breadfruit and lime are the
only fruits produced commercially, and even these ars not
produced in sufficient quantity to meet da2mand. The only fruit
which would appear to apprcach self-sufrficiency cf vrecduction is
banana.

Commercial vegetable produc:tion is limited to green chillies
and small r2d cnions, with the former undergoing increased
praoducticn of the "Githeyo Mirus" variety. Small amounts of
brinjal, pumpkin, drumstick, beans, cabbage and bittergcurd are
also produced.

There is scme production of timber for firewocod, but suoply
is limited and prices are high. Deforestation is a problem ncted
by the Ministry of Fisheries and Agriculture. The same Ministrv
expressed intare i1 optaining firewocd from Shri Lanka, as cer
capita consumg f firewond is e2stimated art more than 400
kilcs per pers year, and the price of a bundle of firewood
has increaseqd £ 1.5 in 1976 %o mere than R 20 today.

Vs O

There is one commercial poultry farm cn cne cf the
uninhacited islands, but it reolies on inmported chicks and feed.
Producticn is irsufficient for local demand, with the result that
several million eggs and large amcunts of poultry meat are
imported annually. Shri: Lanxan ©9gs were noted in the market,
and according to 1990 Shr: Lankan Custcms figures, amcunted to
about Rs 7.3 miliipn.

Production cf Zruits andg vegetables for the most recent
three years is shown in Table 6. Note the extreme variakbility of
procduction.

Zven a cursory examination of the procuctiocn of fresh fruits
and vegetabies indicates ‘that there is a severe sacrtage. At
best, there is sufficient annual production fcr the consumption
of one lime cer rerson, 4 kilos of bananas, 56 coccnuts, 0.4 kile
of chillie and ©.03 kilos of onion from demestic preduction.

id



Table 6. Republic of Maldives; Production of fruits and
vegetables (kg); 1988 - 1990.

Sl

Crop - 1988 1989 | 1990
Chillies 72,217 13,226 94,548
Onion 648 8,281 871
S. Potato 29,168 29,746 41,493
Cassava 14,013 21,649 160,422
Taro 501,068 540,326 181,327
Alocasia 177,883 106,785 39,016
Banana 745718 976,423 646,908
Lemon (no.) 164,183 224,042 67,515
Betel (bodi) 2,804 7,064 21,069
Arecanut (no.) 18,684 108,969 23,076
Coconuts (no ) 9,893,910 12,431,724 | 15,213,909




Unfortunately, since the country is at presenc dependent on
airfreighted supplies of fresh fruits and vegetables at high
prices, this has meant that consumption of these valuable sources
of vitamins and minerals is extremely limited, and, while there
are as yet no published nutritional surveys, conversations wit!
UNICEF and other cfficials indicate a severe nutriticnal
deficiency.

As will be seen below, despite the overwhelming dependence
on outside sources for fresh fruits and vegetables, and indeed
all foodstuffs except f£ish, the Government has had pronibitive
tariffs in place for any fruits and vegetablies with any domestic
production, no matter hew small. This has served to further
discourage ccnsumption while raising little, if any, revenue for
the government.

MARKET STRUCTURE
The Maldives market is undeveloped both ths economicallv and

physically. Of paramcunt concern is the lack cf refrigeration
capability and facilities at all levels, except feor the tcurisct

resorts. At present all fresh fruits and vegetaples are imported
by air, and thers are no storage facilities at the airpor: and
only very limited facilities in Male'. Further, the faw retail
sheps in Male' ofZering fresh fruits and vegetables do net
generally have refrigeration. Fcr the atolls and tourisc
resorts, impcrted precduce arrives at the airgort, is held there
for several hcurs for clearance, is then transcortsd o Male',
where it is unlikely to be refrigerated. It is subseguencly
lcaded cn an inter-island btoa: and transported fcr an additicnal
number cf hours exposed to the elements. Many rescrzs arse 4 to 8
hours away from Male' by sea, Causing spoilage tc te extramely
aigh. Cne fcod service manager 2stimated that even fcr a hardy
vegetabla such as peetroct, 15 percent of the produce impertad
from Shri Lanka spoiled.

Both retailers and heotels/irstitutional users tend to impersz
directly from overseas, as there s no effective wnelesale
distributer in the country. Aan examinaticn of the telephecne
yvellow pages (Figure 2) urder fruits and vegetablas rsaveals cnly
three listings, all of which are ratail sheps. Elsewhere in the
vellew pages is a full page advercisement (Figure I} r the
closest the country ccmes to 2 wWhelesaler/importer, 2ven this
cempany admics thev are "£ill-in" supplinrs used whe here is an
unexpected surge in demand, an order does nor arr.va tine, cr
other unfcrese=n circumstances cccur tc prevent an e user from
ohtaining preduce

It is esstimated that the marker is divided equally retween
retail shcps and instituticnal/hctel users

-
(o)}



FIGURE 02

28 Tutorial Classes / Welding & Metal Works =~ = - W

TUTORIAL CLASSES ) ‘ Nazaki Video, Fandiyaary Magu, M 323682

Video Saroak, Gullsthaany GO, H eeeeuurrvsssssmssmmesssssssssastssns 3204
o . © Video Soft, Binmaage, Mirhl Magu, H ceveccivinensssisnnisnsssssins 328764

Knaara Tuition Class, Buniit Magu, M . msssmenesssessmmsssesenss 2487 e .

Sa3chan Tuiton Cass, Ught SRl M oo azugy  Video Venus, Mirhi Magu, Ma az129

VEGETABLES & FRUITS SUPPLIERS ‘\ WASHING MACHINE SUPPLIERS

AVOCADO, ROASHANEE MAGU, H wovoeoeseoeomsmmssmrss 326689 10658 EPOGT, FAAMOET MAGU, M s 323006

Ever Fresh, Marine Drive, H fraZly I

Tasty Foods, Jaravari Goahi, Ma 225689

. A . WATCH DEALERS

VIDEOQ SUPPLIERS India Emporium, FaamucheyTi Magu, M. ....cieccurosssssensssssssssasanionss 323038
REEFSIDE CO. PYT. LTD, ORCHID MAGU, M R va . )

Adsmazh Video, Shahead Al Higut, M. ..o oo 322964 Shop & Senvice Centra 322065

E2221 Viceo, Light Sky, Mishi Mag, G v . 32364 Fax 324595

Favouria Video, Fandiyaary Magu, M ...coueeeee. .. 326238

Feriina Video, Lonuziyaaraiy Magu, H ..., W 32332

Hateed Voo, Majeachi Magu, M 32e291 WELDING & METAL WORKS

Inca Emperum, Faamucheym Magu, Moo, 323036

Klee) YVideo, Chandhani Magu, Ma .niniininien i Nasesm Enterprisas PvL Lid,, Mame Crive, Ho.ovisnicnscisnsnienns 322402

Mocrtght Video, Majeechi Mage, M 32533 Welcing Engireanng YWorkshop, Raghcheral Magu, G veeiinnns 2483

REACH NEW HEIGHTS
WITH QUICKLINE

QUICKLINE

OFFERS

| d_ead o
| <5 iDD AND

OPERATOR

SERVICE

Please contact Dhiraagu
|  Commerciai Department
a . Tel 322802
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"FRESH FQODS" IS FRESH IN THE MINDS OF ALL IN MALDIVES.

THEY SEE FRESH FRUITS AND VEGETABLES FLOWN IN FRESH
FROM MOST REPUTED PRODUCERS IHN SRI LANKA, PAKISTAMNM,
INDIA AND DUBAI.
THEY KNOW WE HAVE ALL THEY NEED AT ALL TIMES.
WE HAVE THEIR HEALTH IN MIND AND GIVE THEM TRULY
"FRESH F20DS" FOR THE PAST FIVE YEARS.
WE ARE NOT TOO BIG FOR THE SMALLEST FAMILY NOR TOO
SMALL FOR THE MEEDS OF THE LARGEST RESORT.
OUR RANGE IS COMPLETE, MAY IT BE A SELECT CUT OF
AUSTRALIAN MEAT OR A GOLDEN APPLE FROM IRAN.
WE ARE PROMPT IHN DELIVERY AND IN REQUIRED QUANTITY.

WE HAVE YOU FRESH IN OUR MINDS.

4

Our Export range éomp:ises of Maldive Fish, Salted Dried
Fish, Sea Cucumber, Fresh Sea Fish and Aquarium Fish

We Import Fresh Fruits, Vegetables, Eggs, Mcat, Poultry Heat
Canned Foods, Chocolates, Biscuits, Swveets, 0Oils & Fats and
all so-ts of Foodstuff,Ready made garzments, sulting,
Travel Goods & Faootwear.

Cur Eranches

CHANCL SXECUTIVE ISLAND RESTAULRANT
1/32 Chandhanee Magu, HNo.74 Majeedhee Magn, Fareedhee Haqgu,
Hale. Tel.322998. Male. Tel.2322146. Hale. Tel.325466.

For all your requlirements of food stuff, ‘please contact

S H F 9 0 D S
Majaedhee Majgu
P.0.8ox 20100
HALE
REPUBLIC 9JF MALDIVES.
Tel: (960) 324212,

(6]

F R

Qffice: 2nd F
(360)322146, Fau:
DI

iradheoe Maqgu, M3ale.
1'31 T h4
Cable: CHANCEZ/HMAL

Tal 5036 Chancs ME,
tive: Mr.Mohanmed Hacszan.

o, 74,
T ) 2785
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A. Retail market

As of March 1990, the population of the country was 213,215,
(Table 7) of which 55,130, or 26 percent, lived in Male', the
capital. Males outnumber females by about 20 percent in Male',
reflecting greater job opportunities for men in the capital. As
seen in Table 2, of the 202 inhabited islands, only 41 have
populations greater than 1000 people. The dispersion of the
remainder of the population over great distances and at low
concentrations means that most islands have no market system and
what fresh fruits and vegetables are available are sold by barter
rather than through a formal market.

The Ministry of Fisheries and Agriculture states that Male'
is the only market in the country, and this creates obvious
problems for what little production is marketed.

In addition to the permanent population, there are an
estimated 5,000 expatriate workers resident in the Maldives,
2,300 of whom are employed in Male' or Male' atoll.

The population of the Maldives is comparatively young, with
more than 40 percent under the age of 15 (Table B8). While there
are current labor shortages in the Maldives, the young average
age of the population indicates that in the near future,
employment creation will be a major necessity for the country.
The young average age alsc indicates that it should be
comparatively easy to change dietary intake patterns and increase
consumption of fresh fruits and vegetables, since the young are
more susceptible to changes in lifestyle. This also means that a
succesful change at this point will have an effect for many years
to come as dietary patterns, once changed, seldom revert back to
old patterns.

Male' is the administrative and financial capital of the
country, yet it has only a handful of poorly stocked grocery
outlets. Of these, few attempt to keep fresh produce in chilled
conditions. In an attempt to survey shops with refrigeration
facilities of any type, more than 10 retail outlets (out of a
total of a repcrted 26 which deal in any type of "fresh'" produce)
were sucsveyed and only two had any method of refrigeration. One
of these relied solely on a single air conditioner to store
produce which included grapes and strawberries.

Since electricity costs are 8 times the cost of Shri Lanka,
operating costs for refrigeration units are a serious constraint.

With a population of more than 55,000, plus a "floating
population" of several thousand who come to Male' to sell
products, receive medical creatment, shop, or conduct other
business, the capital has an extremely high population density
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Table 7. Republic of Maldives; Population by location and gender;
1985 and 1990.

1985 1950
Total Male Female Total Male Female
Republic 180088 93482 86606 213215 109336 103879
Male’ 45874 25897 19977 55130 30150 24980
Atolis 134214 67585 66629 158085 79186 78899
Percent in Male’ 25.5 277 23.1 25.9 27.6 | 24.0




Table 8. Republic of Maldives; Population by
5-year age groups; 1990.

Age group Population Percent

¢f total
under 1 8,159 3.83
1-4 31,271 14.67
5-9 34,534 16.20
10 - 14 26,004 12.20
15-19 22,086 10.36
20 -24 19,423 9.11
25-29 15,474 7.26
30 - 34 11,902 5.58
35-39 8,314 3.90
40 - 44 5,968 2.80
45 - 49 7,319 3.43
50 - 54 6,628 3.1
55 - 59 5,205 2.44
60 - 64 4,488 2.10
65+ 5,754 2.70
Not stated 686 0.32
Total 213,215 100.00
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(Male is approximately 1.5 square kilometers in area). This has
two effects of concern to Shri Lankan exporters: 1) land and
real estate costs are extremely high'! thereby creating
correspondingly high distribution and storage costs; and 2)
population pressure in the capital has led the government to
attempt to locate distributive services on adjacent islands, in
particular villingili. 1In tne past ten years alone the
population in Male' has more than doubled, primarily due to
inter-island migration, and the government is actively seeking to
develop other atolls to reduce this migration,

The normal range of items Sstocked for the majority of shops
included cabbage, carrots, chillies, tcmatoes, potatoes, and
onions, while the "up-scale" markets expand the range to include
apples and oranges. Two stores, obviously oriented to the
tourist trade, stocked grapes, while one also included badly
decaying strawberries. Inquiries revealed that the "up-scale"
produce had been imported from Dubai by air, and an examination
of the containers revealed Egyptian oranges, Iranian apples, and
U.S. strawberries. As can ba Seen in Table 9, prices at retail
Stores are extremely high. It was noted that most fruits and
vegetables tend to be priced at levels of Rf 15, Rf 20 or Rf 25
per kilo.

Table 10, extracted from official cost of living tables
supplied by the Government, also indicates the high cost of fresh
fruits and vegetables, as well as other consumables. Note that
prices tend to be highest in the first and fourth quarters of the
year during the height of the tourist season. Chillies at Rf 120
. per kilo, bananas at Rf 4 each, mangoes at Rf 13 and limes at REf
.5 each should make the Shri Lankan consumer feel comparatively
fortunate.

There is a "central market" which is the primary
distribution point for bananas. There are perhaps 20 retailers
operating from this market. The amounts marketed were very
small. Other than bananas, the total weight of all other fruits
and vegetables observed could not have exceeded 50 kilos, most of
which was watermelon.

The Maldives has no history of fresh fruit and vegetable
consumption and this is of concern to the Government and UNICEF.
It is apparent that there is vitamin deficiency, but this subject
has only recently begun to receive attention and detailed study.
There is some local belief that the consumption of fresh tuna, a
staple of the Maldivian diet, will obviate the requirement for
fresh vegetaoles in particular, but tourism and increased

I It is alleged that recent real estate sales were at a rate
of $350 per square foot for land alone, and that even a small shop
will command rents of $1000 per month or more.
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Table 9. Repubilic of Maldives.
Retail prices of selected

fruits and vegetables; SLAM grocery
store; Male’; April 1992,

Commodity Price
(Rf/kg)

Tomato 20.00
Beetroot 15.00
Leek 15.00
Lime 25.00
Carrot 15.00
Green chilli 25.00
Bean 15.00
Butternut 15.00
Brinjal 15.00
Pineapple 15.00
Cucumber 15.00
Bombay onion 8.00
Potato 8.00
Ginger 25.00
Radish 18.00
Lettuce 30.00
Cabbage 15.00
Grapes 80.00
Apple (each) 7.00
[Orange (each) 6.00
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Table 10. Republic of Maldives; Average retail prices of selected items; 1990.

Commodities ! Unit 1st Quarter 2nd Quarter 3rd Quarter 4th Quarter
Food
Rice kg 4.18 3.93 3.40 3.44
Flour kg 4.26 4.14 3.76 3.30
Breadfruit kg 15.33 14.00 12.00 18.00
Potato kg 7.33 6.67 6.83 8.67
Sugar kg 6.17 6.17 5.03 5.67
Jam kg 17.65 17.40 17.65 17.40
Sweets kg 34.17 25.00 28.75 27.08
Dhal kg 9.52 9.33 9.56 9.75
Coconut piece 1.32 1.25 1.09 1.46
Arecanut kg 12.00 11.83 12.67 18.67
Onion kg 7.33 7.33 7.75 9.00
Green chilli 100 grams 2.67 - 3.00 3.00 3.00
Thoraa 100 grams 2.67 3.00 3.67 3.33
Banana 12 pieces 16.00 16.67 14.00 11.33
Margo piece 4.00 3.00 4.00 3.33
Lirne piece 1.00 7.33 1.00 1.33
Fresh fish kg 13.33 23.33 23.33 30.00
Dried fish kg 11.67 16.67 14.00 20.17
|| Frozern chicken kg 33.33 33.33 25.00 35.00
Egg piece 1.07 1.04 1.25 1.17
Sait kg 1.58 2.00 1.83 2.00
Dried chilli kg 27.67 24.33 20.00 23.00
Mixed spices packet 3.00 2.75 2.83 3.08
Coconut oil 1 litre 27.33 24.33 23.67 14.00
Cooking oil kg 15.00 14.83 14.67 15.17
Margarine 500 grams 11.83 11.67 11.33 11.50
Nespray kg 35.00 37.83 36.58 13.00
Condensed Milk 1 small tin 4.92 5.00 5.00 5.00
Tea leaves kg 28.33 26.67 25.00 28.67
Coffee 50 grams 14.00 12.67 13.50 12.67
Rent (monthly) one room 616.67 600.00 766.67 733.33
Firewood bundle 6.33 6.33 6.67 8.67




exposure to Western dietary patterns will erode this belief over
time. It is believed by some that there already exists
substantial unfilled demand for a variety of fresh produce, but
this demand is not being fulfilled due to extremely high prices
caused by high distribution costs, excessive spoilage, the
necessity for air freight, and in general a lack of supply.

While it is beyond the scope of this report to examine in
detail the nutritional deficiencies of the Maldivian population,
it is apparent from survey statistics in other countries that
consumption of fresh fruits and vegetables is extiemely low:

L] The 44th Annual Survey of Consumer Expenditures in
the US reveals that an average American family
spends $6.07 per week for fresh produce in
supermarkets (note that supermarkets do not
account for all produce trade in the US, making
this figure an underestimate of actual
consunption). This would indicate $26.30 per
month for a household of 2.8 people, or $9.39 per
person per month. Note that the US Departmeii of
Agriculture and health organizations have
announced a campaign to increase fresh fruit and
vegetable consumption in the US, indicating that
current consumption levels are too low.

L Comparahle fiocures for the Maldives, even using
the higner 1991 imports, indicate monthly per
capita consumption c¢i about $2.40, and this
assumes all imports are consumed by the
Maldiviens, and not bv_the tourist trade. This
figure ignores douestic prciuction, which, as we
have seen, is negligible. A=suming that one half
of all imports of fruits and vegetables are
consumed by tourists, monthly per capita
consumption falls to $1.20, or 12.8 percent of US
consumpticn. Since these import figures contain a
high air freight cost componert, and as it is
likely that the tourist trade coasumes both the
higher quality and higher value fruits and
vegetables, the actual guantity consumed by
Maldivians is abysmally low.

L A recently released USIA study indicates per
capita consumption ot all fresh fruits and
vegetables in the US is 228.1 pounds per year, or
101.8 kilos.

L Again ignoring negligible Maldives production,
1991 imports of fresh fruits and vegetables
indicate a per capita consumption of 33.3 kilos.
Assuming one half of imports are for the hotel and
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tourist trade, this would Mmean that 16.7 kilos per
capita are available, or about 17 percent of ys
consumption,

] Wkile comparable Shri Lankan Statistics are not
immediately available, a comparative indicator is
that while ys families spend about $27 far a
family of 3 Per month for fresh fruits ang
vegetables, a family of five in Shri Lanka will
Spend $13.23, according to recently released
family budget figures,

B. The hotel/tourist market

As can be seen in Table 11, the Maldives in 1999 had almost
218,000 tourists, an increase of 75 percent in a mere five year
period. 1In Figure 4, international passenger arrivals by month
are depicted.

Tourists are Primarily Furopean, and Principally from

Germany, Italy and the UK, (Table 12) although the number of
tourists from Japan has bean growing recently. The heavy
dependence on the West Furopean markets implies that the majority
of tourists has fairly similar tastes and preferences, They will
demand both temperate &ng tropical fresh fruits. European
markets are known to supply high quality vegetables and fruits
with abundant choice. while vacationing at expensive resort in
Maldives, European tourists éXpect the same quality and variety
of fruits ang Vegetables that they can acquire at home.
" The growth in arrivals from Japan has prompted some resorts
to be Specifically designated "Japanese," which has implications
for the types of foods demanded. For this reason, the magnitude
of Japanese tourist arrivals should be reviewed periodically.

The National Development Plan tor 1991 indicates a total bed
capacity of about 7,700 in 1990, of which almost 5,300 were
located in the Kaafu (Male') Atoll. The next atoll slated for
tourism development is the atoll of Alifu, and bed capacity there
has increaseqd from 1,232 ip 1988 to 1,790 in 1990, an increase of
almost 50 percent. Alifu Atol] is reported to be an 8 hour
journey by sea, and has necessitated development of speci-lized
tourist transport to the resorts by speedboat and he  icopter.

the up-scale tourist, who will in turn be more demanding in terms
of food service. It is unlikely that a tourist Spending $200 per



Table 11. Republic of Maldives. Monthly passenger arrivals via
international flights. 1986 - 1990.

Month _ 1986 1987 | 1988 1989 1990
January 15,245 15,070 18,010 18,676 22,856
February 13,394 15,032 18,612 18,809 21,335
March 13,394 14,402 17,780 18,328 22,171
April 10,181 12,248 13,492 11,500 17,020
Miay 6,358 7,791 9,785 9,108 11,755
June 5,383 6,805 9,049 8,685 11,108
July 8,351 10,179 12,618 13,489 17,408
August 10,095 11,946 15,695 14,875 19,061
September 7,810 9,833 13,338 13,235 16,675
October 8,870 10,194 13,729 14,999 17,909
November 10,308 12,568 11,842 16,230 18,621
December 14,633 16,034 16,077 19,406 22,034
Total 124,022 142,102 | 170,027 177,340 217,953 |
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Table 12. Republic of Maldives. Toursit arrivals by
major generating markets; 1988 — 1990.

1988 9 change| 1989 9% change| 1990 9% change| % share ]
I (of 1990)
Europe
Germany 40855 10.5 36048 -11.8 41728 15.8 24.3
Italy 28329 20.5 30945 9.2 39808 28.6 23.2
U.K. 10406 45.0 15855 52.4 22684 43.1 13.2
Switzerland 9853 20.8 9248 -6.1 11022 19.2 6.4
France 7114 5.6 8022 12.8 10685 33.2 6.2
Austria 6563 28.3 5968 -9.1 6832 14.5 4.0
Scandanavia
Denmark 860 77.7 1066 24.0 1012 -5.1 0.6
Finland 1685 103.0 1654 -1.8 1725 4.3 1.0
Norway 1120 22.5 1077 -3.8 1110 3.1 0.6
Sweden 7197 79.9 7510 4.3 8111 8.0 4.7
Asia
Hong Kong 66 -1.5 727 100'.5 2128 192.7 1.2
India 8336 23.2 5701 -31.6 7423 30.2 4.3
Japan 11092 3.2 11833 6.7 13927 17.7 8.1
Oceania
Australia | 2726 -281| 2573 56| 330 298| 19
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Table 13. Republic of Maldives. Bed occupancy rate by month;

1985 - 1990.

Month 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990
January 79.10 74.20 79.40 | 85.60 80.20 79.40
February 81.60 71.70 80.90 84.70 72.70 83.70
March 71.70 70.90 73.40 81.60 72.00 75.30
April 58.20 56.00 62.10 62.80 46.70 62.30
May 40.80 32.50 40.30 41.50 31.80 34.80
June 29.90 23.50 30.30 33.90 25.50 31.00
July 42.00 37.10 48.00 49.10 38.70 45.40
August 56.30 50.00 60.80 61.80 52.20 63.00
September 48.10 39.50 50.20 56.10 45.70 53.40
October 52.30 43.30 53.90 57.70 49.90 58.30
November 51.20 51.10 63.90 57.30 59.20 65.50
December 60.00 61.40 71.80 62.30 63.80 71.70
Annual average 55.93 50.93 59.58 61.20 53.78 60.32




was that this could lead to a long term decline in tourist
traffic.

CHANNELS OF DISTRIBUTION AND TRANSPORTATION

There is no regularly scheduled ferry service between the
islands. "Dhonis", locally constructed wooden vessels, account
for the majority of inter-island traffic. Arrivals and
departures are frequent and are a convenient though sometimes
slow method of transportation. In addition, Air Maldives
operates regular service between Male and two of the southern
most and northern most atolls.

There are currently 11 chartered airlines offering service
directly from Europe to Male', and five scheduled carriers,
including Air Lanka, Emirates, Singapore Airlines, Pakistan
International Airlines, and Indian Airlines. Daily flight
arrivals vary from a low of five to a high of fifteen, depending
on the season.

Reported freight rates range from $1.25 per kilo from Dubai,
to $0.45 from Shri Lanka and $0.30 from India.

In 1990, Male' international airport handled more than 8,000
tons of air cargo, and shipped 7.5 tons within the country. An
in-flight catering service, a joint venture between the
government and Singapore Airlines was established in 1989.

Reported shipping time from Colombo to Male' by sea is 36
hours, but as a practical matter, importers count on four days to
allow for delays at Customs and to secure lighter services. For
unrefrigerated produce, four days shipping time is too long to
maintain quality.

Inter-island transportation of both passengers and freight
is primarily by sea. The Asian Development Bank has estimated
that Male' to atoll traffic is about 18,000 tons. While there
are about 13,000 registered vessels, more than 75 percent of
these are fishing vessels, and it is estimated that only 200
vessels are engaged in inter-atoll transport of goods and
passengers.

Recent upgrading of the Port of Male' has meanit that
container traffic can now be handled, and some 1800 containers
per year are off-loaded. Presently under development, the Port
will have separate areas for inter-island and international
traffic. The international area can presently handle 4 to 5
lighters simultaneously.
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The Government is pursuing a program to deepen 54 harbors on
selected islands to a depth of 2.5 meters, as it realizes that
inter-island transport is a key to future economic development.

TARIFF AND NON-TARIFF BARRIERS TO TRADE

Import licensing appears to be employed only when the
government is concerned with balance of payments problems or
inflation. At present, there are no licenses required for fresh
fruits and vegetables. Exchange control regulations are minimal
and conversations with several importers revealed no difficulty
in obtaining requisite currencies for the payment of import
bills.

With regard to tariffs, imports of fresn fruits and
vegetables have a 20 percent duty. There is a protective tariff
of 200 percent on fresh fruits and vegetables that are grown in
the Maldives. Thus, importers of banana, papaya, and watermelon,
for instance, are charged 200 percent duty, making these items
prohibitively expensive. In addition, while Customs regulations
specify, for instance, a 200 percent duty on watermelon, this has
been liberally interpreted by Customs officers to include all
melons.

Interviews with Customs, Agriculture and Trade Ministry
officials revealed, however, that the government realizes that
they are protecting a non-existent agricultural industry, to the_
detriment of Maldivian consumers. The case of watermelons is
perhaps the most bizarre, since the protected parties grow
watermelon only for Ramadan, yet the tariff applies to all
imported melons year round.

FOOD SAFETY AND PHYTO-SANITARY REQUIREMENTS

There are no food safety regulations currently in force, as
it is assumed that all imports are safe for human consumption.
‘There is a requirement for phytosanitary certificates. However,
enforcing the requirement is difficult in view of the many
scattered islands of the country.

TERMS OF TRADE

Terms of trade vary by class of customer/importer. The
larger, more organized resorts make direct orders and are able to
insist on 30 to 60 days credit. The smaller importers generally
pay cash on delivery. Shri Lankan exporters reveal that they
generally export products only against firm orders, and receive
cash before sending the next order, unless it is a client of long
standing. However, even under this circumstance, extended credit
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is not generally the custom. Maldivian importers have a general
reputation as being poor credit risks and slow payer

Due to the small average order size, there is no history of
using letters of credit, especially since they would add to
already high costs.

SPECIFIC CROPS

Table 14 delineates imporcts by crop by month into the
Maldives. The leading vegetable imports are onions, potatoes,
cabbage, tomatoes, carrots, cucumbers, "scpinach," beans and
chillies. It should be noted that chese ars preliminary figures
and that the July imports of onions of almost Rf 4 millicn appear
to be in error. Regardless, onions are stiil the leading import.

The leading fruit imports are pineapple, arecanut, lime,
cherries, oranges and apples. The :inclusion of cherries is
suspicious and reported imports of Rf 1.5 million in May appear
in error.

There appears to be a "base" volume of about 200 to 200 tons
per month for vegetables and 100 to 200 tons for fruits, with
additicns tc the base amount dependent on peaks in tourist
arrivals.

Removal of the 200 percent -ariff on papava, watermelon and
other fruits which could be sourced from Shr: Lanka should result
'in marked increases in trade in thise commodities.

For kboth fruic
which can be import
fairly leng shelf 1
consumed ragidly.

S and vegetables, emphasis is cn those itams
ed at ambient temperatures, which have a
ife without refrigeration and which can ke

Tatle 15 delineates Shri Lanka's exports of fresh fruits and
vegetables to the Maldives for calendar 1990, as extracted from
Shri Lanka EZxternal Trade Statistics, 1990. The data are
included mainly to provide information on the value cf exporrts.
Stress shculd not be pPlaced not the volumes or welijhts of

individual cemmedities.

IS are

kncwn cthat Shri rLankan Customs Office
statistics,

culty in recording weight and/or volune
i

LS
Q. ot

exXxperienc bA
at least gar ly reflecting the diffi ulty of recording the
weights of in dual fruits and vegetables keing shipped as part
of a mix is resul:ts in ambiguous statistics. For
example, of the Rs 78 million of fresh fruits and vegetables
2Xportec Haldives, more Rs 35 million is recorded as "other"
vegetable and more than Rs 8 million as "other" Zfruit.

M rh

0 et

34



114

Table 14. Republic of Maldives. Monthly imports of fresh fruits and vegelables, 1991.

Page 1

(in kg and Rf)

[January February March Aptil May June
Item Qty Value Qty Value Qty Value Qty Value Qty Value Qty Value
Potatoes 82348 [ 419846 | 41644 | 225970 | 101.766 | 48B.B50| 46638 | 255911 | 71.025| 333111 | 70.915| 339.479
Tomatoes 30.335| 383865 31643 408684 | 22650 287981 30574 355881 | 21,178| 279639] 36.505] s511.755
Onions 107.857 | 1.124.774 | 46,543 { 426.309 | 178.305 [ 957.164| 00620 | 410999 32288 170088| 74755| aasest
Shaliots 107.857 252 28 427 9 1 3 195
Garlic 3.543 45,655 2.274 22,233 6.270 67.204 5.738 141248 | 15861 121,812 2.127 23.219
Leeks 5,575 49.081 6.313 54.490 4973 50.312 4.849 41.023 4,400 40.642 3.691 31,615
Chives 8 543 1.173 2076 30 671 12 1711 105 2.102 79 1.055
Cautiflower 1.000 24311 778 18.305 2.586 33,933 599 17.271 772 21,044 652 11.161
Broccoli 205 5.416 2.196 10.310 19 1251 12 2,534 51 1.399
Brussels Sprouts 174 4.600 £a 1.517 42 2.058 38 1.423 65 2,696
Cabbages 33527 ) 220,784 37.159 | 271,048 | 17601 | 252667 | 27.343] 1951338 | 26.885| 198911 ] 28048| 205406
Lettuce 3.013 87.510 3.922 98.972 3086 | 132635 3.550 76.163 1.988 60,543 1,370 41,243
Chicory 5 79 5.010 1.056 37 423 5 101 1 35
Carrots 23406 | 209.232| 25679 | 242780 | 20756 | 198564| 19446] 174797 | 19.105| 188556 | 17.384| 150 /08
Turnips 236 1.933 484 4.247 319 4.423 147 1.422 332 4147 145 4514
Beetroot 4.492 35,107 4211 33.697 1210 36.812 4.433 38,072 4,145 40.191 3.368 27.837
Raddish 761 6.524 1,288 12,167 1.178 9.515 724 15,068 586 5.981 619 7.451
Cucumber 13,935 88.688 | 13651 91.838 12.835 82,621 | 109.518 99839 | 11097 | 106,951 8.923 102967
Gherkins 694 5.765 746 6.772 986 8.440 874 9.504 348 3.445 1.791 10.600
Peas 2.324 27.749 A28 3.058 295 11,023 145 5.702 109 2.577
Beans 14774 | 125798 11643 ] 105502 | 10739 132466 ( 14.198| 117.553| 10272] 111.694 10204 | 113386
Asparagus 388 17.763 40 256 512 28.325 373 13.161 2 12.671 2.022 38,991
Eggplant 1.806 11.206 2.214 14,230 1.784 11,082 1,953 11.908 1.221 9.101 1.115 7.471
Celery 2.469 6.306 1.547 B.418 2.156 €412 346 5.180 185 5111 232 3772
Mushrooms Lz 30.663 73 10.153 256 16.363 2121 51.080 394 10.023 160 4,484
Capsicum 2,350 29.977 2.822 28.439 2.854 31.967 2614 23.021 3,294 37,547 1.844 21,526
Green Chillies 9.807 | 109.808 | 10,393 | 120,004 | 22094 | 241482 9.310 | 105077 9778 | 107533 10230] 112217
Paprika {Fresh) 174 9.909 262 19,386 167 13,655 102 8.675 251 10,299 128 7.099
Spinach 815 15,630 440 4218 900 19.312 1.910 52,698 748 14,170 228 2,492
Mixed Vegetables 4484 £9:73 ] 115624 87.500 2.273 39.129 4,998 54,304 2.111 69.911 2.795 31,550
Brinjals 12,234 49.653 7.634 79.924 6.002 43917 6.048 43,439 5.957 69.218 7.451 54,880
Parscly 1.498 16.163 1.505 20,133 705 13,028 617 10.980 687 9.581 1.882 8.628
Ladies Fingers 707 5.243 770 5704 622 4345 639 4612 974 7.095 1.065 7.256
Coriandar Leaves 36 106 a5 260 101 1.431 1.028 5.069 a1 574 19 518
Mint Leaves 19 361 2 71 1" 184 12 251 8 57 8 449
Curty Leaves 544 3.496 4.280 3.745 824 3.263 306 5.780 748 9.197 1.504 3.873
Snakegourd 713 5.503 774 5.040 556 4018 696 4.489 614 5.004 513 5.639
Bittergourd 144 1.605 202 1.262 108 876 109 1.224 183 1.314 237 2.328
Drumsticks 23 198 26 240 287 3.273 93 603 57 853 153 2.442
Gotukola 96 1.453 151 1.608 219 1.797 184 3.147 312 2.040 273 3.462
Pumpkins 189 1,270 398 3.028 465 4,144 552 3.658 1,556 11,207
Salad Leaves 249 5.055 205 4,512 501 9.697 439 5.056 587 8111 878 957
Knotkhol 48 399 34 245 31 248 38 321 64 796 17 161




Table 14. Republic of Maldives. Monthly imports of tresh truits and vegelables, 1991. Page 2
(in kg and Rf)

T — AUTUQ. TmmrTm e T Outabwr 'Hov\-r‘n{u;r - December Totat ‘i'l;l:ﬂ“
TVaee Ay T Vatae T Valwe 1 Tay T vane Tay oy vae qty | value
77396130 | 30211 175067 435312 | 69541 ] 230071] 97257] 106861 ] "62709 | 274303 804,085 3,991,984 |
Tomatoes 23055 | 265872 20092 256924 3196611 26073 | 417800 | 23490 342361 32088 | 385.836 3269841 4216262
Oniuns 103,886 | 3985616 9,740 25168 | 147.700 | 997.906 | 93.293 | 421439 | 71643 391837 | 200626 762683 1.162.262 | 10,065 634
Shaltots 12 $6.560 1 84 3.008 11.771 2 72 33 615 110.953 50.087
Gathic 5612 21,730 1072 33515 15048 | 128.753 1.652 5,908 3214 29,357 13.636 90.097 79.077 656.530
Locks 9.161 80357 | 14876 74,606 5.09y 7roma 8.536 53,906 5018 52,659 5.124 19,325 77.914 613,040
Chives 130 158 23 148 13 912 31 682 756 14.419 an 1.668 2836 29,600
Caunllow 5.065 57580 915 16,187 1402 21,406 915 18.133 181/ 43,418 1.420 21675 17,982 286.149
Broccoh 104 3322 166 5485 16 1.356 o 3172 111 2536 160 8218 3138 15,034
Biussels Sprouts 66 1.782 10 50 20 523 21 137 144 5643 638 20.723
Cabbages 29561 | 206358 | 23546 | 166208 | 30001 | 224176 | 35375 315103| 34586 259,091 35698 | 256259 359,529 | 2.771.149
Lueltuce 23461 227036 2.534 66.158 2472 78.410 1.966 85.206 2.479 63.489 2.807 76.044 34,533 1.098.409
Chucary 15 1135 1 396 6 161 2 152 9 1.134 8 350 5.099 5.355
Catrats 21968 | 108969 | 17.349 | 156502 [ 22772 202652 | 26313 238414 23641 323.419 25676 | 233.481 262725 | 2518774
Tutnips 186 9.204 616 5,553 199 5348 1.998 5.105 435 4,100 1201 11.233 7.268 61.235
Beetrout 4.600 43,484 372 31.392 5.450 36.661 1928 40.338 1418 35.022 3.905 35729 51.932 135.392
Raddish 860 11.819 1,325 5691 567 5200 621 6.665 1118 9.772 1,033 7.732 10.710 103.616
Cucumber 10958 [ 110134 | 10035 745791 12676 87.214] 13647 90.251 | 14953 109803 15,100 | 123521 247558 1.168.106
Ghethins 1577 | 103531 1.36/ 11.305 1.550 15.038 2066 19,674 1.036 10.522 1,904 9 443 14939 215039
Peas 198 6,057 50 374 | t6215] 117484 111 1155 273 1,059 1.837 20 103 22,348 203 241
Seans 15569 | 101925 8960 | 113284 | 127371 141232 12073 | 108usi| 11463 | 108759 13488 | 399423 146.140 1.679.986
Asparagus 97 14,784 198 10.513 1.382 29 365 1.361 21961 m 18.764 537 18.035 1 7.683 227.842
Eggplant 1.702 12.195 1.500 10,513 1.489 10,513 1.773 12,311 1978 13,105 18.535 123.995
Celery 443 6.236 239 1676 825 6.174 712 10.369 162 7.109 528 17,375 10.145 87.733
Mushroorns 287 7.087 57 2.132 779 21762 118 18187 9,436 30.831 1.730 62 323 19 861 208 403
Capsicum 2852 27.671 2121 23.307 2112 29.978 2.758 17.784 2.801 26,156 2.349 28,690 30.771 356,363
Green Ghithies 1131 | 136091 7.200 84637 | 13567, 212833 | 11332 157753 11351 199704 12433 | 210593 138.689 1.742.733
Paptika (Fresh) 195 2.000 155 8.344 221 14657 207 11.453 82 1.500 ars 18.461 2322 135,438
Spinach 1.167 17.652 510 788 1.291 21,146 285 2,265 b3 13.109 812 9.655 9,502 180.135
Miced Vegetables| 1677 | 362 530 8381] 279918 5172 11,734 1.177 27.560 2.741 42514 1.619 29,414 153.092 1,124,397
Bunjals 7.651 51382 5338 10.738 7.282 52,206 7.481 60,229 7274 51.900 8.218 59714 88.570 660.200
Parscly 3.438 10,443 378 8,499 910 9,371 2,193 10.184 2,199 12.938 569 16.312 16.611 146.258
Ladies Fingers 1.516 12917 813 6.079 929 8377 1.066 19.437 1.268 8.157 1.093 8.904 11 182 98.156
Cottander Leaves 366 1,186 162 2.288 74 1.052 2 778 521 2818 156 20066 2699 18.746
Mant L eaves 761 185 13 83 a2 az9 29 a2 50 174 8 761 1.006 3,330
Cutry Leaves 2,187 11,388 189 3.662 2.694 13.951 1.063 8.9/9 2.277 15.026 2020 16.591 19.226 98 951
Stakegoud 658 5263 128 1,394 786 7.363 559 3887 593 11472 664 5200 7.550 67.272
Buttergourd 315 3329 253 2511 206 1617 350 2324 297 1.792 1.800 1.865 1,204 22047
Drumsticks 5.180 4.376 268 5297 209 6.194 210 7.120 188 1217 126 1.910 7.15¢ 13678
Gotukola 360 5211 209 2.162 437 3.656 aze 1.193 270 3074 284 1,225 314 36.328
Pumpkins 522 1767 327 2418 330 2.781 508 1,229 518 1,084 950 1,247 6.315 53,331
Salad Leaves 2.177 8.485 974 20.412 a3 5117 316 177 201 1164 208 11.707 7.886 91.044
Knolkhot L 6] ___51] 2 14 a5 03| aoJ ) -___BEE}J 1 8 3| 3364
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Table 14. Republic of Maldives. Monthly imports of fresh fruits and vegetables,

(in kg and Rf)

item
Kankun =
Goraka
Muthimuweni.a
Bollegousd
tentils

Dhal

Sweet Polato
Yam

Cashew Nuts
Almonds
Arecanuts
Peanuts
Bananas
Dates

Figs
Pineapples
Avocadooes
Guava
Mangees
Orangen
Mandame
Lime

Leouwm
Grapoelruit
Passionftuit
Grapes
Watermelons
Papaws
Apples

Pears
Apticots
Cheuties
Peaches
Nesctanne
Plums
Strawbeities
Rasphoenies
Binckhernes

Jacklutits

January
Qty .
327

12

a3
o7

R78

13 602
1.300
&GS
22016
1,122
854
1.396
6.287
651
126
606
136

a

a7

"o

1

15

79

Value
1,996
asn
ars
50
7.661
151,699
616
160
g et
17 989
402,608
26431
Q9935
3218
4,786
111616
160497
[ON R L)
G110
MK
R IG3
1A 003
23,4369
90080
95.000
30.560
11,391
10,174
77110
16.501
5610
G683
1189
3
[U1R}
(o8
asia
738
A48

Febinary
Olv
a7
10
tR8

&R
21691
11

v

b

24170
108
681
10,141
64
56.500
aan
86

o ann
a./nn
€on
e
1.1

100
10
iy
10

1772

Vidue
2 566
o3
1,933

tiso
1RG50
590

17
1o

179073
730
10711
16,760
619
A86G.06)
10801
10,677
[ Rt 0y
an o
;o0
2465 At
2h170
a6
14,591
33.0°5
15616
11,047
69.984
3.326

LI bac]

1145
anaat
Jall I )
hadl LAY

4.0703

2.a7/8

March
Oty
67
159
[Jal}}

166
toare
ERKL
4

16
oo
142311
5009
3.231
111.245

n

92 RRR
1.oar
K019
anann
Qo)

10
16ar>
~uat
121
t.a"R
1166

18,537

13,122

11,169

G79

116
Hai
R

153
[SURLN:
69
1000
ER

Vetlue
D163
118

e iive

o003
aen
18097
nan
15013
5108
a13.050
ISREY:
11,1458
~10.474
178
600,128
~5 aga
3R oo
sreen
RIS I8
a1
g L1 ¥ ALY
arz ony
nong
18.5009

£7.785
0817
160,419
17.872

;07
9736
R’
A7
1mn/n
tAa00

11570

Jeol

Apend

Qry
301
oe
130
5
1.0030
tn R0
4610
20
ang
a6
38015
4,139
/03
peli}

52.618
687
50498
fdv Attt
0o
1"
12ean
R 2
i
2069
11718
14.69%
t.170
3.536
813
2
t.600
1ot

1"

1an

™

10

47

Value
o807
an0
Atk
M7
70
ay
6911

34650
."l:‘i."f‘
38/6
300 11
10,819
S 110
12.580

268519
J0.69)
19 PRG
$7ann

1o

nh
cr6610
H1 3
arang

26 697

ar.aha

70 RO9
R6I6

6270

24674
1068

to61n

1.7

419

I ]

rtorr

L

A0

Play
Qty

30>

16

113

o

06

ACoR7

ar

33,550

Hiv
10,198
tony
27
1.732
812
187
a41e
707
519
41>

(MY

a0n

w7
8

o7

(AR

1991.

Value
2.398
213
1.316
764
106>
18.181
o
i
15513
1,166
72.507
17.181
6815
2716

102213
17.170
15270

112,001

(RN VA ]
tinen

anonig
18709

a a0

21462

an.501

1

1,409 foR
11,239

1471
bl & b

1.08%

09

June
Qv
219
11
ons

4,179
10,710
ay

[3

1oz

71
42,500
1.9156
181
13

28.621
£591
Jan

APAEL
oL
1

iRt

an3
Lt
o7
25
1155
3.072
560
R7
ara
aitrs

nt
i)

-

166

Page 3

Valtee
2.330
187

2.1

~8.600
75199
ar3

[ {14
22,836
3,764
380,970
20,586
4,895
221

207,535
11,242
7.23%

61 801
on
an3
204,008

/.25
17,710
19508

5,795

9.931
14,190
18,942

2659
17,111
1n.748

hteral)
a9

133

1,427
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Table 14. Republic of Maldives. Monthly imports of fresh fruils and vegetables, 1991. Page 4
(in kg and Rf) '

July ' Atgust ’ Su;-luml;un o ooty T Novembuor Duconibor I B (T T Total
ltom ) Qity 1T Value "_Qly Valuo N dly 1 Vate Oly” Value 6|y ' Value gl!. T vatue ___aty o _!.:h_u_: L
Kathun T azs| " e70s T 134 ‘1a20) 0 204 12,596 “err| T sse7| 185 1o | Baer 11.22 14.868
Goiaka a2 356 24 207 51 454 o1 1.671 6 v 28 462 4,755
Mukunbwuiing 317 2871 /8 1,708 259 2012 2u1 2.3v0 201 2,048 219 2,426 24,110
Beatlagpord 2 13 51 1,204
L enlils 708 1.201 LL¢V] 2,327 416 1.603 LE) 700 6194 3. 305 y82 1,682 16 053 93.558
Dhal 4.0P5 27 961 7.752 <18 860 51,37 332.622 10.631 1817 35.68Y 238 536 17.010 102.829 208.52% 1.419.608
Swuul Potato 22 216 38 280 2,108 1,931 2519 2502 S177 6.0/74 3.830 10,305 23.20 35.6/9
Y.t 85 1.091 45 587 33 YIY 54 731 16 REtE) 87 250 519 9.137
Cashew Nuts 229 13,570 200 14.900 227 28 446 5979 71,585 1,314 15,766 527 48,563 9.688 341,232
Almonds 45 5,584 21 1,436 13 1.622 B 3.729 146 14,099 928 58,437
Arecanuts 12.090 446,776 20,364 391,600 189.065 444,508 48.516 578.857 2412 111,708 52.266 597815 572.850 5.352.016
Poanuts 716 23.681 10,730 120.718 120.789 361,338 177.492 23680 2,997 82.996 334,804 761,633
Bananas 499 4,391 398 3525 663 5370 360 3.085 287 2,809 562 7,134 9.338 750565
Dates 24 923 78 2,844 81 3.223 46 1.874 92 4.465 182 3,672 181,770 281,975
Figs 100 666 i 642 13 873 8 616 33 767 75 27 363 9141
Pimuvapplus 30018 315,860 348,057 520570 19.951 379,766 G/ 814 418,050 53,427 580.970 58.891 138,097 650,303 5,258 801
Avicadous (13 15,328 528 16.936 884 19 368 vo8 22532 G634 21.283 827 22820 v.029 244.281
Guiava 1. 160 8.7uH 1,053 10,709 6uh2 6,058 Lyl 7.716 j1931 8151 oyt 6. 707 1ogs 1rI 2149
Mangines 3005 6 Gl 2047 A8 vyl 2. A0.50 8 o.u88 viLr/s .67 72953 J.701 85,137 354871 /87 632
Orangun 7.875 113 632 5,505 54,139 22.259 387,503 810 156,004 921 118.287 8194 127160 105,389 1.538.601
Mandarme 58 1,317 285 2,498 e 1.116 314 4824 L4 4.781 435 (TR 3.006
1ino 20.5%01 275619 19,130 192,767 10,020 277908 17,820 dH171s 22,173 EREWED] 10253 87173 P KRN
Lemon 2717/ 22.227 1.009 10,1473 1,126 <0198 1,297 20508 1 6Ll 30,195 2,785 43978 3424
Grapeliun (1)) i2.527 276 8010 552 15814 viI3 12,130 Q02 5,116 qu1 12,033 6.270
Panstontiunt 3.918 30.580 1.579 21916 3.458 31,719 3114 5,315 1175 15601 2515 37,0641 46,412 351 8497
Grapos 745 22.6145 /67 22,193 1,275 37,908 1,178 34,008 3.501 L3 548 2,216 32,138 15792 421,239
Wataimuioine 322 6,065 20/ 3.4 1,354 12,538 u21 12,477 L7 18.567 2,467 25278 q1.028 250,36y
Papawn 1,860 22.55% 1.781 16,255 1.551 L3111 2,750 17.619 1,859 12,431 2,114 20.577 34.560 211,368
Applos 4,935 91,857 4,652 60,211 18.014 217,459 18.251 194 510 19,601 222875 8410 111.561 108,259 1.377.408
Puats 48 12.666 810 27843 751 12,225 11,861 81,157 2013 33.926 1,759 36,772 20.718 310,068
Apnicots RE) 2.871 76 7.031 9 61 286 10.0Nn 43 2,762 1.462 14991
Chuttioe 239 16,318 (Y] t7.g2 2u8 154N 74 B8/3 4,978 27.672 531 16.613 9,552 1.683.002
Poachuoy 137 ERITE (&) 20243 1.379 21061 HUL 12.892 bul 11,501 176 1.t 1.844 131,005
Hoclating 3 ae 471 5514
Flisms 33 320 3 63 30 niz 100 1.13b i) 1,187 118 9.122 YO8 26.328
Sttawbutnies e 5110 70 1772 137 19,201 39 J.610 944 6,430 323 19,483 L1135 105.718
Haspbuetioy 48 4573 10 LU 25 4,038 2 171 8y 2,231 36 3,404 3% 26.675
Blachbetnes 100 7.391 2 135 a7 22,843
Jackhuty 219 1,797 226 1.407 338 3018 s ol 116 457 552 5,840 3,284 26.543




Table 14. Republic of Maldives. Monthiy imports of fresh fruits and vegetables, 1991. Page 5
(in kg and Rf)

January February March Apiil May June
[item Qty [ “Value Qty Value Qty Value Qy Value Ay | Value Qty Value
Kiwi Fioits 104 272307 30 1.032 236 7.979 71 1.785 53 4713 17 2586
Pomegras ates 126 3,281 537 8,281 190 4,472 231 6.604 115 3.212 80 2,039
Rambutan 91 4,292 52 3.059 602 9.765 80 4,732 3 41 165 3,589
Soursup 6 60 13 95 223 15.770 460 3.119 3 25
Litcta 30 780
Churvil 20 824
Mangostuen 6 113 169 2.695 114 3.275 20 245 8 180
Blackcurtants 20 1,054 40 1,264 9 103 1.140 65,326 3 524
Breadfant 2 12 6 43 58 539
Starfnnt 83 1.811 21 5¢3 10 479
Belilnnt 22 261
Woudapple 142 1.732 61 677
Custard Apples 21 279 30 276
Dunians 18 362
Sapodilla 20 167 77 858
Blueberiies 1 215 5 33
Assoited Fruits
Total 735.106 | 5032556 | 514,604 | 4.031,768 | 936.588 | 6.225,987 | 581,223 | 4012933 | 398,090 | 5,172,236 | 4:4.922 | 3.570.351

39



Table 14. Republic of Maldives.
(in kg and Rf)

fem
Kiws Fruits
Pumegranates
Rambutan
Saursop

Litcty

Chervl
Mangosteen
Blachcuitants
Breadtiut
Starhuit
Belitru
Woodapple
Custard Apples
Dutians
Supudilla
Bluebernes
Assoited Fruits

Total

July
o biy
T s
116
1.608
5

60
680

82

114

L

462.672

Value

" 6316
2,533
19.845

59

91
49.097

724
1.056
251
23

551
4,928

8,299,147

Angust
Qi

41
226
262

8
136

441
78
16

15
7

294,354

Monthly imports of fresh fruits and vegetables, 1991.

" Value

1.352°

3.201
5.130

80
3314

6.593

813

96
133
148

3.328.447

Seplember
? -dly b
"7 ss
66
397

9

1.214
1.942

17

28

673,591

" Vale
" T2896
1.040
10,797

132
28.266
44,116

692

198

276

172
3,109

6.012.953

October

Qty
13
315
110

5

471
(L2

78

671.232

Value
2689
7.248
2,723

12

1.446
7.252
69
38

5.028.668

Nuvember
: é"y, :
T

297

84

191
L}

727,424

VVY.IHE\V.' )
3.591
6.916

5.641

5.282
2.652
70
206

363

5,168.545

December

156
54

85

667,182

Value
T 6058
7.460
1.582

149
6.776
5,053
1,457

83
891

1.820
899
41

5.629.928

Page 6

o r(l'd' -

3.470
3,690
243
242
229
230
67

35
267
89

7.106,985

T Tt

value

T a3e0
56,287
71.196
19 501
4.104
915
106.968
127.344
2270
£.302
1.765
3.089
1.469
638
4,418
3.184
aH

61.513.519




While reported exports of more than Rs 19 mi

B

1lion of

arecanut would appear highly cues:ionable, since this is one half

the level of reported exports :o Dah-StuP and would mear that

every man, woman and child in the Mzldives was purchasing about

Rs 100 worth (FO2 value) cf Shri “anhan arecanuts, such exports

are in fact bern out by Maldives imports statistics, which

indicate 1921 iImports of abou:t $£300,000, or Rs 20 miilion.
RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS

Imports into the Maldives zre constrained in boih variety
and amount by the lack of refrigsrazion at all levels, hich
prices, low guarity, high teriffs znd :the necessi:tyv c?f air
freight.

There is an existing and uniilied demand for exctic tropical
fruits of a wide variety to serve the hotel/tour: trade This
demand will increase as hotel raztes increase and more
sophisticated and demanding tcourists sravel to the Maldives.

Removeal igh tariffs, plznneé for 1992, should result in
increased imp of melons, paszve and other fruizs that can
readily be zrow in Shri Lanke. The Government of Shri Lankea
should insure t the Government c¢Z the Maldives does indeed
remove these bitory tariiis

The lach available sez ::anspc t with reﬁ-lgerat
container spue erving the Mallives Zorces imports tc Dbe
transported b r Encouragement should be given to the
initiation of efrigerated czrgo service, albeit modest, or &
roucine basis uch a service weuld eqable Shri Lankan croduce
to be o:fered significantly lcwer prices. This would drive
competitors Ircom the market aniscr erect a barrier for other
nations to overcome in atiempiing IC serve the marke:.
Refrigerated cargo service fren Shri Lanke would fully ezsloit
the latent transport advantege zcssessed by Shri Lankan
producers. Such & service shcuid be a private sector initiative,
perhaps with limited governmen: suppcrt. Recent upgrading of the
Port of Male' makes smuch a service possible.

Similarly, the lack of refr:.gerated storage and display
space limits consumption. The veriety and quality of fruits and
vegetables on offer are constrzined by an inability tc ster
product properly. An initial ster toc overcome this obstacle is
to support the establishment of & Shri Lankan facility in Male'
capable of storing small amournts of groduce. This test might

involve initisl subsidization of zir
price elasticity of demand resuizing
of sea freight and storage.

freight to determine the
from a comprehensive program



There is an apparent vitamin deficiency in the Maldives
caused by low levels of fruit and vegetable consumption. A
combined educational and promotional campaign with Government,
trade association or even multilateral agency support should be
considered to increase consumption levels by Maldivians. Such a
program would redound to the benefit of shri Lankan farmers, in
view of the current high market share enjoyed by Shri Lanka.
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Table 15. Shri Lanka; Exports of fruits and vegetables

to Maldives; 1990. Page 1
Classification Commodity (SL Rs.)
070110 Potato seed 23,810
070190 Other 686,602
0702 Tomato 773,648
0703 Onion and shallots 332,466
1070320 Garlic 27,219
070390 Leeks 1,868,163
070410 Cauliflower and broccoli 90,968
070420 Brussel sprouts 882
070430 Other . 103,474
0705  anuce 612,988
070519 Other 18,659
070521 Witloof chicory 740
070529 Other 9,611
0706 Carrots and turnips 464,690
070690 Other 72,731
0707 Gherkin 3,148
07070002 Cucumber 114,977
708 Beans 80,634
070890 Other leguminous vegetables 15,634
070910 Globe artichokes 45,682
070930 Aubergines 111,614
070940 Celery 116,602
070951 Mushrooms 28,425
070960 Chilli 1,209,541
070970 Spinach 3,484
0711990 Other 31,486,283
0710 Potato 622,229
071021 Peas 23,181
071022 Beans 131,631
071029 Other 3,003
071030 Spinach 722
071040 Sweet corn 8,331
071080 Other vegetables 3,352,002
0711 Vegetables provisionally
preserved
071110 Onion 63,053
07114002 Cucumber 97,209
071190 Other vegetables 12,268

a3




Table 15. Shri Lanka; Exports of fruits and vegetables

to Maldives; 1990. Page 2
Classification Commodity (SL Rs.) ]
0712 Dried vegetables, whole,
cut, sliced or in powder (
071210 Potato 2,016 '
071220 Onion 360 |
071230 Mushrooms and truffles 4,371 {
071290 Other vegetables 132,722 |
0713 Dried leguminous vegetables |
0713003 Greengram 19,093 !
0713109 Other 25,209 |
071320 Chickpeas 17,504 l
071339 Other 180 i
071340 Lentils 48,014 |
071390 Other 27,590 !
0714 Manioc, arrowroot, sweet !
potato, etc. |
071490 Other 15,437 |
0801 Coconuts, brazil nuts and !
icashew nuts ,
08011002 \Dessicated coconut 160,279 |
08011009 l’omer 3.794 |
080130 |Cashew nuts 325,655 !
080212 {Other shelled nuts 265 |
08029001 |Arecanuts 19,178,244 |
08029009 Other 410,833 !
0803 Banana 12,137 '
0804 Dates, figs, pineapples, ,
avocados, guava |
080410 Dates 54,915 |
080420 Figs 12,393 !
080430 Pineapples 5,132,451 |
080440 Avocado 42,605 |
08045001 I‘Mango 105,440 ’
08045003 iMangosteens 7,120 |
0805 iCitrus fruits x
080510 ‘Oranges 41,203 .
080520 iMandarins 1,353 ;
080530 jLemons 731,918
080540 ‘Grapefruit 199,829 |
080590 {Other 35972
080610 ‘Fresh grapec 4,726
080620 ‘Dried grapes 70.405
€80710 ‘Melons 1272 -
080720 'Papaya 19,117
080810 'Apples 19,370 .




Table 15. Shri Lanka; Exports of fruits and vegetables

to Maldives; 1990. Page 3
Classification Commodity (SL Rs.)
080820 Pears and quinces 7,218
080910 Apricots 14,960
080920 Cherries 2,830
080930 Peaches, incl. nectarines © 11,454
080940 Plums and sloes 71,006
0810 Other fresh fruit
081010 Strawberries 63,996
081020 Raspberries, mulberries, etc. 3,360
081030 Black, white or red currants 23,002
081090 Other 8,662,910
0811 Fruits and nuts, uncooked or

cooked: etc.
081110 Strawberries 534
081190 Other 11,051
0812 Fruits and nuts, provisionally

Preserved
081290 Other 3,483
0313 Other dried fruit
08134001 Tamarind 4,033
08134009 Other 42,423
081400 Peel of citrus fruit 1,743
Total 78,404,199

Source: Shri Lanka External Trade Statistics, 1990,
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