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INTRODUCnON 

Objectives 

This report was prepared in response to the 0IA.LD.IRep under 
Delivery Order No. 13 of the Afghanistan Studies Project The objectives of 
the delivery order are to 

1. Describe the framework of law, custom, and practice applicable 
to public, private, and common ownership of land in Afghanistan. 

2. Identify types of community disputes concerning land ownership 
iikely to arise under the present circumstance of relatively slow 
refugee return and suggest possible means for the resolution of 
such disputes 

3 Analyze issues of land tenure as they are likely to be affected by 
the retwn of substantial numbers of refugees and the capacity of 
existing Afghan institutions to deal with the issues arising from 
refugee resettlement 

4. Describe the likely impact of refugee retwn and of customary 
practices with respect to re-establishing or  acquiring land 
ownership. 

5. Describe the likely impact of refugee return on immediate 
prospects for reforesting traditionally forested areas of 
Afghanistan. 

6. Identify and analyze opportunities for M.D. project a ~ d  program 
interventions in advance of and during refugee return 
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farmers with less than 2 ha of land will be unable to diversify out of 
subsistence into highervalue commercial cash crops. 
























