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In April 1991 the U.S. Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA), through the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture's Office of International Cooperation and Development, initiated a cooperative agreement 
with the University of Arizona's Office of Arid Lands Studies (OALS) to provide assistance in expanding 
its famine hitigation capabilities. As the U.S. Government's arm for amrdinating activities related to 
disaster relief abroad, OFDA has focused its efforts in the past on providing food aid to the most needy 
people in affected areas. In addition, OFDA has sought ways to reduce adverse conditions before a state 
of disaster is reached. 

To this end, OFDA introduced a Famine Mitigation Activity to research the applicability of short-term 
interventions with long-term positive impact in areas of chronic famine vulnerability. The objective of this 
Activity is to develop interventions and mechanisms to alleviate stress conditions before people have lost 
all of their assets, migrated elsewhere, and become totally dependent on relief. Initially, OFDA identified 
Sudan, Ethiopia, Angola, Somalia, and Mozambique as primary target countries for testing potential 
interventions. However, special emphasis eventually was placed on the first three, and comprehensive 
country profiles were subsequently prepared on these countries for the Activity. 

To initiate the Famine Mitigation Activity, OFDA conducted two workshops at which issues papers were 
:resented on possible areas of intervention. Those selected were: 1) early warning; 2) rapid rural 
assessment; 3) cereal cropsfcropping systems; 4) gardens; 5) scedbanks; 6) livestock; 7) water resources; 8) 
food-for-worwcash-for-work, and 9) conflict moW~cation. These papers represented a synthesis of current 
knowledge in each area and are published in the proceedings, Fminc MirigPrion (Tucson, Arizona: Office 
of Arid Lands Studies, November 1991). Tbey were used by workshop participants as the basis for 
developing guidelines for follow-on strategy papers and for planning pilot projects. To provide 
background support for these activities and to create a permancnt information resource, OFDA's Fanline 
Mitigation Activity also requested OALS to develop a specialized document collection and database on 
famine mitigation. 

Initial collection efforts included searching onlirie databases such as CAB A B m C T S ,  AGRIS, 
AGRICOLA, and NTIS. Additicnal marerials were identified and acquired from visits to libraries a! the 
Food and Agriculture Organizaficn of the Uaited Nations (FAO) and the United Nations international 
Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) in Rome, the Institute of Development Studies (University of 
Sussex, Brighton, U.K.), and various libraries in the Washington, D.C. area, including the United States 
Agency for International Devf.'qpment @ISAID), OFDA, the International Food Policy Research Institute 
(IFPRI), Peace Corps, World Bank, 2nd the U.,'.'. National Agricultural Iibrary. Activity personnel also 
have access to special document collections maiotained @ such organizations as tbe Overseas 
Development Institute (U.K.) and the Center for Indigcaous Knowledge for Agriculture and Rural 
Development (CIKARD, Iowa S~ate University, Ames). 

A large number of the more than 1,500 documents currently in the collection are non-traditional in 
formal, including technical and field reports, project papers, and reports from private voluntary 
organizations (PVOs, such as Save the Children and CARE) involved in various food relief programs. 
Althougb the strength of the collection is in its coverage of Sudan, Angola, and Ethiopia and in documents 
related to the nine component areas Listed above, there are some general references on famine, as well as 

.1 
a number on market interventions_and on other qpunt_res andrew thai kye qwkxedeh: 

* f&ireIaidproble&. anticipated second edition of nbe bibliography will include further 
references to market and priaug interventions, the recults of 1992 database searches, and additions from 
the Land Tenure Center at the University of Wisconsin, Northwestern University Library's Joint 
Acquisitions List of Africans, and from the Natural Resources Institute in the United Kingdom. 



The bibliography is organized aiphnbeticaliy 'by first author in ascending order by date. Single authors are 
followed by multiple author references. Preference was given to listing a work under an individual 
author's name over a corporate or institutional name. Only when no individual was indicated on a work 
as the responsible party was the name of a r  organization or institution used as an author. A1>breviations 
for these institutions are not used; therefore, entries such as U.S. do not occur, but are found under Unired 
Stater. We followed traditional bibliographic rules for listing names containing articles andlor prepositions. 
Proper form depends on country, and apologies are extended for any incorrect assessments made. No 
.atmptions were made with regard to acronyms and initialisms. Each record has complete information 
spelled out for any aaonym used A general subject index relating to OFDA's broad interest areas and 
country names provides additional acccss. Most of the documents listed are available at OALS. IIowever, 
documents from other libraries were included with appropriate identification and call number given in a 
note field (see list below). Tbe document collection is a-ble through both a card catalog file and a 
PROCITE database, from which this bibliography was printed. 

Other Colleclion h t i o n s  

ALIC ............. Arid Lands Information Center 
CAB1 ............. CAB International 
IDS .............. Institute of Development Studies 
IFAD ............ International Fund for Agricultural Development 
ILL .............. Interlibrary loan networks 
FA0 ............. Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
UA .............. University of Arizona Main Library 
UA Gov Docs ...... University of Arizona Government Documents 
UA Med .......... University of Arizona Medical Library 
UA !ki ........... University of Arizona Science-Engineering Library 
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