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" International Rescue Committee FOR RELEASE: 11:00 A.M., June 22, 1965
460 Park Avenue South, N.Y. 16
ORegon 9-0010

Contact: Gilbert Jonas (684-7510)
Ned McGuire (home: WA, 9-1509)

STATEMENT BY LEO CHERNE, CHAIRMAN
INTERNATIONAL RESCUE COMMITTEE
MADE AT FRESS CONFERENCE AT
CARNEGIE ENDOWMENT INTERNATIONAL CENTER
The initial purpose of my mission to Vietnam for the International Rescue
Committee was to survey the refugee situstion in Central Vietnam, where more
than 350,000 pcasants and villagers had fled to the coastal towns as & result
of Viet Cong harassment and the stepped-up hostilities since February. During
the course of my visit, which lasted some ten days, and following extenelve
discussions with high-ranking Vietnamese and U.S, officials in Saigon, as well
as helicopter visits to reavily-besleged areas between Saigon and the Combodiean
border, it became clear that the refugee problem in Central Vietnam is only one
facet of a much larger and more critical problem. Wherever the Viet Cong have
struck or threaten to styike--and this covers most of the ccuntryside right up
to the edge of Salgon--the Vietnamese people are uprooted, homeless, hungry, i1y

or wounded. Indeed, the truth of Vietnam today is that the Vietnaumese are &

nation of refugees. Some have beer displaced but a few bundred yards from thelr

origin:l homes, others a few miles, still others several hundred miles to new

and different environments. But all are in desperate nced cf the essentials of
life--food, clothing, shelter, medicine, medical covre, skilled help. Not since

the Berlin Airlift of 1949 and thoce brief but memorable hours of liberty in
Budapest in October, 1956, heve we in the IRC faced such a total, massive challenge
as that before us in Vietnam today. Accordingly, we have set the highest

emergency fund gosl in our history--$2 & million--and even if this is to be

attained, it would not adequately meet today's needs.

(more)
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Two facts became apparent to me in my visit to Vietnam. The first is that
we are confronted with tens of thousands of men, women snd children who are
refugees for the second or third time in their lives. “his is not a new
experience to the IRC. Twenty-five years ago last Wedne:sday, when Paris fell to
the Nazis, thousands of democratic lead:rs from all of Europe who had fled %o the
sanctuary of France were forced to flee again from the Gestapo's tentacles. At
that time, we successfully provided the escape routes for almost 2,000 of
Europe's democratic elite--the intellectuals, businessmen, labor leaders, artists,
teachers. They included illustrious names like Marc Chagall, Jacques .ipchitz,
and Franz VWerfel.

Today in Vietnam we are faced with refugees who earlier fled from the
French and from the Communist North--many of the 880,000 who escaped to South
Vietnam following the Geneva Agreements of.July, 1954, Now they are fleeing
again. But for the most part, they are neither intellectuals nor the middle-
class. They are the peasants and villagers of Vietnam, the very persons whom the
Viet Cong have allegedly won to their side. My own observations, both first-hand
and as a result of conversations with Vietnamese and Americans, impose the very
opposite conclusion. The peasantry of Vietnam has not been converted to the
side of the Viet Cong. On the contrary, having been savagely victimized by the
Viet Cong, they view them as their enemies. These tragic victims of the struggle
are in desperate need of material help. This is where the American people can
Join in the fight for freedom, buttressing the efforts of our fighting men and
the equally courageous Aid officials in the field. A number of American
voluntary agencies are valiantly trying to meet these needs in Vietnam and they
have each cooperatively undertaken separate parts of the vast challenge.

Regrettably the sum total remains short of the mark.

(more)
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Another vital humanitarian task is in the villages themselves, where
medicines are urgently required to treat disease and wounds. IRC is undertaking
to collect the needed drugs--initially $500,000 worth--to distribute to the
villages. As is so often the case, a fev cents worth of medication can cure
what would otherwise be a permanent disability.

The second fact which impressed me is the heart-rending need among the
children. In Vietnam today there are about 100,000 orphans as & result of the
war. Many of them are torn, brutalized and rvavaged. The children's hospitals
in Saigon and Cholon ere jammed with youngsters, two or three to a bed, with the
most terrible wounds, some permanently maimed, broken or blinded. They too
need help desperately. Many of them have yet to learn the worst news of all--
that their parents are dead. If we, as Americans, fail to alleviate their pain
and suffering, then no matter what the outcome of the war in Vietnam, we will

have failed In our purpose as Americans and as human beings.
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MORE THAN
160,000 WAR ORPHANS

In Vietnam today there are about 100,000 orphans as a result of the war. Many of
them are torn, brutalized and ravaged. The children's hospitals in ¢zigon and Cho-
lon are jammed with youngsters, two or three to a bed, with the rnost terrible
wounds, some permanently maimed, broken or biinded. They too need help des-
perately. Many of them have yet to learn the worst news of all—that their parenis
are dead.

These Scuth Vietnamese
children were among those
orphaned on March 8,
1965, when 33 tribesmen
were killed while success-
fully defending Kannak
against an attack by some
800 viet Cong. Kannak is
a highland settlement 260
miles northeast of Saigon.
As shown here, the children
were preparing to be evacu-
ated to orphanages in the
urban areas.

These youngsters are truly the innocent victims of the Vietnanese war. To cope
with their suffering, the International Rescue Committee has joined with Viet-
nam's most distinguished medical doctors — headed by foriner Prime Minister
Phan Huy Quat—to launch a massive program for Vietnam'’s war orphans. This
program wili cope with the totality of the orphan's needs—food, clothing, shelter
and education. It wiil attempot to provide advanced surgery and medical treatment
to the children with broken and wounded bodies. While we can never do encugh
to replace the tragic loss of their parents, we will try to the maximuin extent possi-
ble to restore to them both hope and dignity. In this humane mission, IRC is
limited only by the extent of your generosity and that of our fellow Americans. IF
WE FAIL TO ALLEVIATE THE PAIN AND SUFFERING OF THESE CHILDREN, WE
WILL HAVE FAILED AS AMERICANS AND AS HUMAN BEINGS.

This youngster, dressed in the tradi-
tional white clothes for mourning, is
grieving over the coffin of his father,
who was killed when the Viet Cong at-
tacked his village of Binh Nghia on
December 30, 1964. More than 100,000
Vietnamese children have been or-
phaned by the war.

Gun fite shattered her sleep,
mortar blasts took the lives
of her parents, then the
fightening clatter of tanks
drove the Viet Cong away
from Phu My, this little girl's
village. A Viethamese govern-
ment soldier let her wear his
beret, but she is still an or-
phan, one of the thousands
created by the Vietnainese
conflict.

Following a Viet Cong
ambush, which killed 24
and captured 40 others
at Ap Tan Long, the
family of one of the Viet
Cong victims weeps
over the loss of
their husband / father.
Throughout the length
of Vietnam are tens of
thousands of similar
families with no visitle
means of support. They
are i desperate need of
help.



OF 'WA‘R IN VIETNAM ; .
IS EVERYWERE,

WHAT YOU CAN DO: A CALL TO ARMS [N THE WAR AGAINST SUFFERING!

a sinall fraction of our un-

“Disease and epidemic brood
over every Vietnamese village.
In a country of more than 16
million people with a life expect-
ancy of only 35 years, there are
only 200 civilian doctors. If the
Vietnamese had doctors in the
same ratio as the United States
has doctors, they would have not
the 200 that they do have but
they would have more than
5,000 doctors. . . .

““Communist terrorists have
made aid programs that we ad-
minister a very special target
of their attack. They fear them,

because agric. ftural stations are
being destroyed and medical
centers are being burned. More
than 100 Vietnamese malaria
fighters are dead. Our own AID
officials have been wounded and
kidnapped. These are not just
the acciderts of war. They are a
part of a deliberate campaign, in
the words of the Communists,
‘to cut the fingers off the hands
of the government.’ We intend to
continue, and we intend to in-
crease our help to Vietnam. . ..

"What a difference it would
make if we could only call upon

matched private resources —
businesses and unions, agricul-
tural groups and builders—if we
could call them to the task of
peaceful progress in Vietnam.
With such a spirit of patriotic
sacrifice we might well strike an
irrestible blow for freedom there
and for freedom throughout the
world. | therefore hope that
every person within the sound
of my voice in this country this
morning will look for ways . . .
to help progress in South Viet-
nam."

PRESIDENT LYNDGN B. JOHNSON — MAY 13, 1965
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VIETNAMESE CHILDREN

of the INTERNATIONAL RESCUE COMMITTEE

460 PARK AVENUE SOUTH, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10016/ OREGON 9-G910

July 28, 1965

Dear Friend:

I have just returned from war-torn Vietnam where I surveyed the heart-
rending needs of the Vietnamese people. One of the most significant
facts I learned is that Vietnam today is a nation of refugees. Wherever
the Viet Cong have struck -- or threater to strike -- the people of
Vietnam have been uprooted from their ancestral homes and lands. They
are homeless, hungry, in desperate need of medical care,

By far the most urgent need is among the children -- the tragically
immocent victims of this cruel war, Today there are more than 100,000
orphans in that small beleaguered nation. Many of these orphans (as
well as those whose parents still live) have been maimed or blinded by
the savage Viet Cong attacks. Some of these pltiful orphans have yetu
to learn the cruelest fact of all -- that their parents are dead.

In two decades of work for the IRC, I have never seen so nany war-
ravaged children. To describe their needs &8 "desperate" or "urgeni®
is the height of understatement. They require so many forms of help,
including advanced surgery and physical rehabilitation, that no simple
statement here can possibly be adequate. In the children's hospitals
of Saigon and Cholon, where I saw the most recent victims of Viet

Cong terror, more than one thousand children were jammed into inade-
quate facilities, two and three to a bed. Countless others are hungry,
111 and homeless in the rural areas, where the fighting is the heaviest.

The International Rescue Committee has launched the largest emergency
fund goal in its 32-year history --$2% million -- to aid the orphans
and other victims in Vietnam suffering from this terrible war,

As Americans, we are all deeply involved in the struggle in Vietnanm.
What we need now is a massive act of grace for Vietnam's unfortunate
children. I implore you to contribute as much as you can to the
Crisis Fund for Vietnamese Children. Ten dollars will cover the needs
of one child for one month. If we fail to alleviate the pain and suf-
fering of Vietnam's children, we will have failed in our purpose as
Aucericans and human beings.

Sincerely,
LC:bb Leo Cherne Q
Encl. Chairman -
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INTERNATIONAL RESCUE COMMITTEE
460 PARK AVENUE SOUTH . NEW YORK 16, N. Y. . ORegon 9-0010

Yessrses-Sternberg, Cherne, Jonas,
vanden Heuvel, Learman, and

To:
° Wechsler

Date: July 1, 1965

From:  1r. McGuire , Subject: Vietnam Refugee Program

Here is a brief summary of publicity for the Vietnamese refugee program:

Following his return from Vietnam, Mr. Cherne held a press conference on
Tuesday, June 22nde. :

The conference was reported by the New York Times, the New York Daily News
and the New York Foste It was also covered by Associated Press and other wire
serviceso, Because of the time lag in our clipping service, it is difficult to
estimate the amount of national coverage we received.

There was also radio coverage of the conference, WINS, NBC, and '"Flair
Reports' (the ABC Radio Network show) recorded all or part of Mre Cherne's
commentse

The following day, Wednesday, June 23rd, Mre. Cherne appeared on VWOR's
"Martha Deane Show'" and on WCBS's "Ed Joyce Showo" He also taped an interview
for WMCA's "Barry Gray Showe.! The appearance on the Gray show was broadcast
Sunday, the evening of June 27the As most of you know, the response from the
radio programs, particularly the "Martha Decane Show,'" was very gratifyinge.

Wednesday evening, June 22rd, Mr. Cherne appeared on the "Merv Griffin
Show" on television to discuss hls trip and the situation in Vietnamo The
fcllowing evening, June 2kth, the Griffin show ran, an appeal for funds for the
IRC's Vietnam programs. The Griffin chow was broadcast in New York on June 27rd,
end it was showvn about a week later on other stations across the country. till
other stations will carry this show at a later date.

The North American Newspaper Alliance accepted a 1500-word article by
Mr. Cherne on the Victnamese refugee situation, the new Viet Cong tactics being
employed against the peasants, Mr. Cherne's observations and conclusions about
vhat he saw in Dong Xoali and elsewhere in Vietnam, The article will be dis=-
tributed to the papers in the Alliance for release Sunday, July 4th. (There
are about 150 papers in the NANA,)

Victor Lasky is doing a column on Mre. Cherne's trip and the refugee
situation in Vietname The column is syndicated nationally and will begin to
appear this Sunday in papers across the country.

Dro Howard Rusk will write a column on the Vietnamese refugees program
for Sunday, July 1lthe

Other columnists have also expressed interest in doing columns on the
Vietnamese refugee situation.

Next week (the week of July 4th) Mr. Cherne will appear on the WCBS radio
program, "Up to the Minute," which is ‘carried from 5:00 to 6:45 P.M. The inter-
view with him will probably be carried on Wednesday.

He will also be interviewed on the NBC Radio Network's weekend show,
"Monitero! The interview will be taped Wednesday, and as soon as I find out
what time it will be carried I will let you knowe
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Possibilities being explored include: a by-lined article by Mr. Cherne
in the New York Times Sunday Supplement or a similar outlet; appearances on
other radio and television interview shows, preferably network shows; the
distribution of suggested editcrials on Vietnam and the refugee situation;
various magazine articles on the same subject; and letters to the Editor,

If any of you have any further suggestions I would certainly appreciate
themo
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