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FOR EtEASE: 
International Rescie Committee 

460 Park Avenue South, N.Y. 16
 

ORegon 9-0010
 

Contact: Gilbert Jonas (684-7510)
 
Ned McGuire (home: WA. 9-1509)
 

STATEMENT BY LEO CHERNE, CHAIRMAN
 
INTERNATIONAL RESCUE COMMITTEE
 
MADE AT PRESS CONFERENCE AT
 

CARNEGIE EN.DOWMENT INTERNATIONAL CENTER
 

The initial purpose of my mission to Vietnam for the International Rescue
 

Committee was to survey the refugee situation in Central Vietnam, where more
 

than 350,000 pcsants and villagers had fled to the coastal towns as a result
 

of Viet Cong harassment and the stepped-up hostilities since February. During
 

the course of my visit, which lasted some ten days, and following extensive
 

discussions with high-ranking Vietnamese and U.S. officials in Saigon, as well
 

as helicopter visits to leavily-besieged areas between Saigon and the Combodian
 

border, it became clear that the refugee problem in Central Vietnam is only one
 

facet of a much larger and more critical problem. Wherever the Viet COong have
 

struck or threaten to strike--and this covers most of the ecuntryside right up
 

to the edge of Saigon--the Vietnamese people are uprooted, homeless, hungry, ill
 

or wounded. Indeed, the truth of Vietnam today is that the Vietna.ese are a
 

nation of refugees. Some have beer. displaced but a few hundred yards from their
 

originul homes, others a few miles, still others several hundred miles to new
 

and different environments. But al] are in desperate need of the essentials of
 

life--food, clothing, shelter, medicine, medical cire, skilled help. Not since
 

the Berlin Airlift of 1949 and those brief but memorable hours of liberty in
 

Budapest in October, 1956, hove we in the IRC faced such a total, massive challenge
 

as that before us in Vietnam today. Accordingly, we have set the highest
 

emergency fund goal in our history--$2 k million--and even if this is to be
 

attained, it would not adequately meet today's needs,
 

(more)
 



# 2. 

Two facts became apparent to me in my visit to Vietnam. The first is that
 

we are confronted with tens of thousands of men, women snnd children who are 

refugees for the second or third time in their lives. Ibis is not a new
 

experience to the IRC. Twenty-five years ago last Wednesday, when Paris fell to 

the Nazis, thousands of democratic lead~rs from all of Europe who had fled to the
 

sanctuary of France were forced to flee again from the Gestapo's tentacles. At
 

that time, we successfully provided the escape routes for almost 2,000 of
 

Europe's democratic elite--the intellectuals, businessmen, labor leaders, artists,
 

teachers. They included illustrious names like Marc Chagall, Jacques ,ipchitz,
 

and Franz Werfel.
 

Today in Vietnam we are faced with refugees who earlier fled from the
 

French and from the Communist North--many of the 880,000 who escaped to South
 

Vietnam following the Geneva Agreements of July, 1954. Now they are fleeing
 

again, But for the most part, they are neither intellectuals nor the middle­

class. They are the peasants and villagers of Vietnam, the very persons whom the
 

Viet Cong have allegedly won to their side. My own observations, both first-hand
 

and a a result of conversations with Vietnamese and Anericans, impose the very
 

opposite conclusion. The peasantry of Vietnam has not been converted to the
 

side of the Viet Cong. On the contrary, having been savagely victimized by the
 

Viet Cong, they view them as their enemies. These tragic victims of the struggle
 

are in desperate need of material help. This is where the American people can
 

join in the fight for freedom, buttressing the efforts of our fighting men and
 

the equally courageous Aid officials in the field. A number of American
 

voluntary agencies are valiantly trying to meet these needs in Vietnam and they
 

have each cooperatively undertaken separate parts of the vast challenge.
 

Regrettably the sum total remains short of the mark.
 

(more)
 



.3. 
Another vital hunanitarian task is in the villages themselves, where
 

medicines are urgently required to treat disease and wounds. 
IRC is undertaking
 

to collect the needed drugs--initially $500,000 worth--to distribute to the
 

villages. 
As is so often the case, a few cents worth of medication can cure
 

what would otherwise be a permanent disability.
 

The second fact which impressed me is the heart-rending need among the
 

children. 
In Vietnam today there are about 100,000 orphans as a result of the
 

war. 
Many of them are torn, brutalized and ravaged. The children's hospitals
 

in Saigon and Cholon are jammed with youngsters, two or three to a bed, with the
 

most terrible wounds, some permanently maimed, broken or blinded. 
They too
 

need help desperately. 
Many of them have yet to learn the worst news of all-­

that their parents are dead. If we, as Americans, fail to alleviate their pain
 

and suffering, then no matter what the outcome of the war in Vietnam, we will
 

have failed In our purpose as Americans and as human beings.
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100,000 WAR ORPHANS
 
In Vietnam today there are about 100,000 osphans as a result of the war. Many of 

them are torn, brutalized and ravaged. The children's hospitals in ":.'qon and Cho-
Ion are jammed with youngsters, two or three to a bed, with the most terrible 
wounds, some permanently maimed, broken or blinded. hey too need help des­
perately. Many of them have yet to learn the worst news of all-that their parenis 
are dead. 

These South Vietnamese
children were among those
orphaned on March 8, 
1965, when 33 tribesmen 
were killed while sticcess. 

-. fully defending Kannak 
against an attack by some 
800 Viet Cong. Kannak is 
a highland settlement 260
miles northeast of Saigon. 
As shown here, the children 
were preparing to be evacu­
ated to orphanages in the 
urban areas. 

These youngsters are truly the innocent victims of the Vietnamese war. To cope
with their suffering, the International Rescue Committee has joined with Viet­
nam's most distinguished medical doctors - headed by former Prime Minister 
Phan Huy Quat-to launch a massive program for Vietnam's war orphans. This 
program will cope with the totality of the orphan's needs-food, clothing, shelter 
and education. It wijl attempt to provide advanced surgery and medical treatment 
to the children with broken and wounded bodies. While we can never do enough 
to replace the tragic loss of their parents, we will try to the maximuln extent possi­
ble to restore to them both hope and dignity. In this humane mission, IRC is 
limited only by the extent of your generosity and that of our fellow Americans. IF 
WE FAIL TO ALLEVIATE THE PAIN AND SUFFERING OF THESE CHILDREN, WE 
WILL HAVE FAILED AS AMERICANS AND AS HUMAN BEINGS. 

This youngster, dressed in the tradi- Gun fire shattered her sleep, Following a Viet Cong
tional white clothes for mourning, is mortar blasts took the lives ambush, which killed 24grieving over the coffin of his father, of her parents, then the and captured 40 others 
who was killed when the Viet Cong at- fightening clatter of tanks at Ap Tan Long, the
tacked his village of Binh Nghia on drove the Viet Cong away family of one of the Viet
December 30, 1964. Mora than 100,000 from Phu My, this little girl's Cong victims weeps
Vietnamese children have been or- village. A Vietnamese govern over the loss of
phaned by the war. ment soldier let her wear his their husband / father. 

beret, but she is still an or- Throughout the length
phan, one of the thousands of Vietnam are tens of 
created by the Vietnamese thousands of similar 
conflict, families with no visible 

means of support. They 
are in desperate need of 
help. 
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WHAT YOU CAN DO: ACALL TO ARMS INTHE WAR AGAINST SUFFERING!
 
"Disease and epidemic brood because agric, Itural stations are a small fraction of our un­

over every Vietnamese village. being destroyed and medical matched private resources-
In a country of more than 16 centers are being burned. More businesses and unions, agricul­
million people with a life expect- than 100 Vietnamese malaria tural groups and builders-if we 
ancy of only 35 years, there are fighters are dead. Our own AID could call them to the task of 
only 200 civilian doctors. If the officials have been wounded and peaceful progress in Vietnam. 
Vietnamese had doctors in the kidnapped. These are not just With such a spirit of patriotic 
same ratio as the United States the accidernts of war. They are a sacrifice we might well strike an 
has doctors, they would have not part of a deliberate campaign, in irrestible blow for freedom there 
the 200 that they do have but the words of the Communists, and for freedom throughout the 
they would have more than 'to cut the fingers off the hands world. I therefore hope that 
5,000 doctors. . ... of the government.' We intend to every person within the sound 

"Communist terrorists have continue, and we intend to in- of my voice in this country this 
made aid programs that we ad- crease our help to Vietnam .... m orning will look for ways . . . 
minister a very special target "What a difference it would to help progress in South Viet­
of their attack. They fear them, make if we could only call upon nam." 

PRESIDENT LYNDGN B. JOHNSON-MAY 13, 1965 
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~CRISIS tUNJD FOR
 

VIETNAMESE CfJILDREN 
of the INTERNA TIONAL RESCUE COMMITTEE 
460 PARK AVENUE SOUTH, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10016/OREGON 9-0010 

July 28, 1965 

OFFICERS 
ION. ANGLER IDDLE DUKE Dear Friend: 

Ho,-ea,yChairmad
 

LEO CIIFRNEhE.C...I I have Just returned from war-torn Vietnam where I surveyed the heart-
WILLIAM . sAsti- ItFIVEt. rending needs of the Vietnamese people. 
One of the most significant

P,-dN.m., 


V,"',1 
facts I learned is that Vietnam today is a nation of refugees.
.... the Viet Cong have struck -- Wherever
or threaten to strike
JOHN C. WHITEHEAD -- the people ofVietnam have been uprooted from their ancestral homes and lands.
Treasurer. are homeless, hungry, in desperate need of medical care. 

They 
MRS. KERMIT RO( FEFIT 

MR.S.W1ITIN WILL ,Et

.lsj,gasr ......... 

By far the most urgent need is among the children --
innocent victims of this cruel war. the tragically
Today there are more than 100,000

FRANCIS L. xFt.t.0OG rhn , C-,., 
 orphans in that small beleaguered nation.
(..."°..well as 
 Many of these orphans (as
those whose parents still live) have been maimed or blinded by
BOARD OF DIRECTORS the savage Viet Cong attacks. 
Some of these pitiful orphans have yet
Garri C. A~kersm, Jr.. to learn the cruelest fact of all 
 that their parents are dead.
A br.mG. lcker

NicJlh,, l iddh.

IrvigJl3r(-wn In two decades of work for the IRC, I have never seen so many war-
Richard F.Je lyr,. Jr.hlin,,ir 

ravaged children. To describe their needs as "desperate, or "urgenb"
DanwuxG .Gry is the height of understatement. 
 They require so many forms of help,
,,c.oern Jr., including advanced surgery and physical rehabilitation, that no simple
Charle, W. Engelhard statement here can possibly be adequate. 
 In the children's hospitals

Samuel GoIdwyn of Saigon and Cholon, where I saw the most recent victims of Viet
 

.\lr,. r.,.Aew Gn.k..,d"i Cong terror, more than one thousand children were jammed into inade-
Sheba Strunky G,...dman 

li"..f;. quate facilities, two and three to a bed.
.....
Manning (;rir ill and homeless Countless others are hungry,in the rural areas, where the fighting is the heaviest.
Allen (;r,-,,r
Mrs. WilliamMaon F. Halddhad1.lanm,burg The International Rescue Committee has launched the largest emergency
Mrs. Edward S. Landreh 
lin. Ch.re .utceI.ne 

fund goal in its 32-year history --$2f million -- to aid the orphansand other victims in Vietnam suffering from this terrible war.
J,ephI..
11.LMankiewiz". 'laurin
 

11hirie .. O'Connr As Americans, we are all deeply involved in the struggle in Vietnam.

Mrs.-Mryhn. (:Ci..rn Pell 

Mrroward A. Ik, 

What we need now is a massive act of grace for Vietnam's unfortunate 
.oebli r 

M. children. I implore you to contribute as much as you can to the
llicltard It. Sal/nmannJac,,b Seinkman Crisis Fund for Vietnamese Children.
D~avid Sh:r Ten dollars will cover the needsCeneral CarlS,,; r, of one child for one month. If we 
fail to alleviate the pain and suf-
Sterling 1).S, erFrank Tannenbaum fering of Vietnam's children, we will have failed in our purpose as
Mrs. Lawrence CeN 'Thaw Aizericans and human beings.
IHenri J. svin Ooten
 
Msgr. BIelaVarga 

Eric M. Warburg Sincerely,
 

Edwin L. Weisl, Jr.
 
Chester S.William.
 

Charles S. Zimmerman
 

LC:bb 
 Leo Cherne 
 4 
Eao1. 
 Chairman
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claim that the Vietnamese do tosds of salt, also to be flown of fund Is herculean, but it Is Cheme was In Viet.Nam to the war there, But lie ii,­
not understand the natureof the In by U.S. Army hilicopter, only a smaill part of what must re-open the rescue mission he' ailgeed with lb liiwea that 
stroggle against Communism or These Supplies,together with be done to aid this nation of closed In IMg becauseof the ther is Aiy steii prolufira' 
are indifferent to he rule by some powdered milk which the refugees. If we fail to alleviale lheie f erred to atele. group InSouth VleL.Namu, 
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about 10,000Vietnamee crossed kept the peopleof DongXoai people, no matter . what the from his Saigon office saying ugee, flow Ihat lil nsIIll
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Nam:NtionoL~eugee1~Dy 

BHARRY ALTSBUILER 
Of he Woeld.Teleain Stall 

went to Vilet Nam to look for refugees--and 4""' 
U rr 	f n on of them. He saw wounded youngsters


crowding hospitals two or three to a bed; mothers trudging
 
endless
roads 'carrying their children: villagers with nowhere
 
to flee, camped In the open beside the ruins of their homes.
 

"The truth of Vole Nam

today Isthat the Vietnamese
 
area nation' of'relugees, he
 
amid.describing a recent lOday
 
vi t to the wa'raveaged counlry.
 

Cheris. a lean, grayingf man'of
53,went as chairman of the In.
 
temnatonal Rescue Committee.
 

r 	 whichfor more than 30 years has .4
 
been helping 'relugees from des-: 4 V
 
potlam and war. . ,:
 

Into Dense Jungle 
'Me mcr now is mounting the
 

bilest emergency effort In Its
 
history to provide sone of the '4
 
medicine, foodandshelter so des.
 
partally needed by the Vletna.
 
mesm.
 

Cherns went to the town of
 
Dong Xoal, In.dense Jungle 60
 
niia northwest of Saigon. by
 
Army helicopter along with a

Unlted States Army civil affairs
 
team
 

Their purpose was to find out
 
what wait left of the town after LEOC HERN missionf.
acy
It had been overrun by Viet .
 
CMg Communist fores what
tla' emargen% needs were and Saigon. Army helicopters flew it TERROR'SCHILDREN: HomelessVieslaonitsA ddle ;n a prinvili' elyge center. 
how theycoul be met. In. and flew out the wounded.'! 

They learned these thlntst and Why the now policy ofototal 
moe. for there recently hasbeen terror? . Cong rald Nobody wanted She are not sed to the newttypeDo .. retuget, $,nnre.T,fl'of 
A major shift In Viet Cong tar.
ti, the Vllge said. Chane. said itlas short-term job. total terror, Cherne said.. tumned UP In the in'.I month alone.eUort . . . but the Communstsi ocal government iply In Quinhom. a "o coa l t beleved thai another i0/ SaMupder, Plunder ameputting all their chips on It." ',evaported iy biggest city in Tliino wite they irtthe eon, d in ins five 
NOeWI has becomean all.out,He said: "They cannot rarryfood foun. ii"te eue in therateei y
Now with them: they must live off the 'ti Is hard to be criticat. local province, he learned there With relativesorwere 0iren.l."lortto crch the earth, to kill land. so they are deliberately authori'er. are certain to die if rovi e o fu in the Anolie: thosemillion.ie like.and to leave rltktung/ittla simnately no their future, saerificing theyrenmin.", he explained. "A- total potilalion of the province in Don Xoai-v irlige'. "ih can.
means of livelihood, no grain or the long.term contilnuity of food ready, rcOirethan 10l00f) chiefs i 804,000, more than 10percent not f1re, surrounded hv the Vietrice, behind. supplies, in the effort to create - have been murdered orkidnaped." if itsinhabitants were refugees. Cong."'tlir homes have twen de-
The war was never eay on the maimum paralysis and panic A few Americans are working stroyed. but tleo)' roilori leave

villagers. For~years it has been right'1now., with the M.inistry 1fraocialrVi. TinRooled Shocks the area.the voliy of Viet Cong raiders 	 ftre, which attempts tocare for .This is the group tlii ,s astoseize most of whatever food OfficiaS Flee the floodlide of refugee. They wereramped in hastily the most irioi'rini Thein ' 
they found under hiiise of " ax.alion: to conscript whatever 14, "1'ney hope theycan leave Cherne recalled one of them, built harcoff the main high'. V'irnamre arniu oviliAn or. 
1, or 16.yea'otd ladsfeV into Saigon isolated and produce the a young Negro nursewho had *. way through the town. 'orme ganization imtio il i'merer'ncy
their hands, and to kill or kid. collapslo of the whole structure." oluniered lora Viet Nam job were titri'luce renters rations to Ire itnbult by ftallt., 

trapvillage officials, teacheis or he said. stabbing at the air with after serving a two-year tour in the relupres themselves. withnma. nnyIye r"w r.can.


his cigaret . the Peace Corrs in Africa. terial provided by the Vietnaee not 'hir iiin oust
iand. srinurse. government. Iii.ing conditiis resair untold. tiloriri 11.-in beNow it is worse. Sofar, no major provincial cap. Shrugs Off Danger s were primitive. - ' m :,d. . .. ."he Viet Cong entered eve Ital has fallen. "lut there is no "it Inclar the problem 10not
believe; reason 'It, that will con. "ifowdo you feel shout doing "niid"F~~~'heyand herhome 	 ehutyto ramnn..of .. truue," said Chernp. war devottng not to disappear." Cherne 

StlrOtook every rice, ,ad hre work-after two going 
everybit of dried fish or mant V'1114ggovernment. besild has yearn to the caise of iieace?" naiL -n now there are efforts What he "SW th 'hi. 
Evey penny of money. In a town become "teninus" in nature. Cherne asked her, to build more durable facilities." e'nasal what ie 1,,i t.lrl byof 3DInhabitants, they killed In, Doo Xou. there wano "it Is the same "*fort for the 'Theae--according to picture the, villagers. and ntlllalNha. moreor Jued ]0(O .village ano antda name : hands to the dexstop-twilll be tin, thator Injured orethathan 1000-eand VLI~e chiefcic[s, no rul. :"' 	 no love &mnh, -pIdolen:Vietsrt assistant purposes';/she' -old him Iht fluttered in a sheaf from his ronivinced Cheree thei
them victima were civilians, not chiel. Thc chief had sufferd proudly, i ntroops. Hundreds of children were fles? wound 3nd left In a 'copier As for the danger, the nurse roofedshacksalonga dirtpath,. am forthe, leiC oc.malimed, blinded or kUled. for' hooal'treatment. The aN. sald she felt I. but shrugRed it hardly equaling the Waldorf' Are the peamn ,upporting

Thy left behind not one ingle +.stant 'simply fled. Nobody was oi: "Yo get used to It." Astora In elegance, but atill an and sheltering theguerrillas.U day s food. Within 24 hours the ready to blame him; they knew , That was Ihe attillude of the Improvement over present liing "On the trary." ie awerisiU.S. Army provided a weeks oup. the flinger was on him. Ithe hhad .we ton, who hsvel been. 	 VIItvAmese. vondifiloo for the refugees. "a ny vtriimiendply of rie, and I undertook to stayed h would have been killed living with war for 20 years. In 12 coastal cities, there is a by the Viet Cong.ti') v,w thembo 	 0 pounds of dried fish in or. kidnaped In thenext VIet They get Used to war. But they total of about a half a million us their enemies." 

FUGHT: Their homoeavaged hy Viat Cong, il;te tole to the road. 	 " ,OCTIMSre :Theyoang end the old. 
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INTERNATIONAL RESCUE COMMITTEE 
460 PARK AVENUE SOUTH 0 NEW YORK 16, N. Y. . ORegon 9-0010 

Messrs.-Sternberg, Cherne, Jonast 
To: vanden Heuvel, Learnian, and

Wechsler 
Date: July 1, 1965 

From: ro McGuire Subject: Vietnam Refugee Program 

Here is a brief summary of publicity for the Vietnamese refugee program:
 

Following his return from Vietnam, Mro Cherne held a press conference on
 
Tuesday, June 22ndo
 

The conference was reported by the New York Times, the New York Daily News
 
and the New York Post. It was also covered by Associated Press and other wire
 
services* Because of the time lag in our clipping service, it is difficult to
 
estimate the amount of national coverage we received.
 

There was also radio coverage of the conference. WINS, NBC, and "Flair
 
Reports" (the ABC Radio Network show) recorded all or part of Mr. Cherne's
 
comments.
 

The following day, Wednesday, June 23rd, Mro Cherne appeared on WOR's
 
"Maratha Deane Show" and on WCBS's "Ed Joyce Show," le also taped an interview
 

'
 for WWICA's "Barry Gray Show*" The appearance on the Gray show was broadcast
 
Sunday, the evening of June 27th. As most of you know, the response from the
 
radio programs, particularly the "Martha Deane Show," was very gratifying.
 

Wednesday evening, June 23rd, Mr. Cherne appeared on the "Merv Griffin
 
Show" on te2evision to discuss his trip and the situation in Vietnam. The
 
fcllowing evening, June 24th, the Griffin show ran,an appeal for funds for the
 
IRC's Vietnam program. The Griffin show was broadcast in New York on June 23rd,
 
and it was shown about a week later on other stations across the country. Still
 
other stations will carry this show at a later date.
 

The North American Newspaper Alliance accepted a 1500-word article by 
Mr. Cherne on the Vietnamese refugee situation, the new Viet Cong tactics being 
employed against the peasants, Mr. Cherne's observations and conclusions about 
what he saw in Dong Xoai and elsewhere in Vietnam. The article will be dis­
tributed to the papers in the Alliance for release Sunday, July 4th0 (There 
are about 150 papers in the NANA.) 

Victor Lasky is doing a column on Mro Cherne's trip and the refugee
 
situation in Vietnam. The column is syndicated nationally and will begin to
 
appear this Sunday in papers across the country.
 

Dr. Howard Rusk will write a column on the Vietnamese refugees program 
for Sunday, July 11th. 

Other columnists have also expressed interest in doing columns on the
 
Vietnamese refugee situation.
 

Next week (the week of July 4th) Mr. Cherne will appear on the WCBS radio
 
program, "Up to the Minute," which is carried from 5:00 to 6:45 P.M. The inter­
view with him will probably be carried on Wednesday.
 

He will also be interviewed on the NBC Radio Network's weekend show,
 
"Monitcr," The interview will be taped Wednesday, and as soon as I find out
 
what time it will be carried I will let you know.
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Possibilities being explored include: a by-lined article by Mra Cherne 
in the New York Times Sunday Supplement or a similar outlet; appearances on 
other radio and television interview shows, preferably network shows; the 
distribution of suggested editorials on Vietnam and the refugee situation; 
various magazine articles on the same subject; and letters to the Editor0
 

If any of you hive aly further suggestions I would certainly appreciate
 
themo
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