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Attached is a copy of subject report prepared by

John Causey, BExtenslen Fruit and Vegetable Specialist at
Palm Beach, Florida, following a 1 week THY to the
Bahamas February 2-7, 1975. This work was performed
uvinder the USDA PASA with TAB/ATD.

Note summary and objectives of the TDY on the first

page followed by genceral observations and recommendations.
He has cutlined specitic procedures for establishing
rescarch trinls for both fruits and vegetables., Also
note special equipment which he recommends on pages 3

and 4 for establishing a successful research program.
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Listed beluw, not necessarily in order of priority, are things
that should be completed before planting any of the fruit trees,

Layout of the planting sites with center road and area fenced.
Digging wells for irrigation to conform to the type of irriga-
tion to be established whecher it be drip irrigation or over-
head.

3. Have wells tested so proper f{ilters can be dctermined for the
removal of the suspended solids, iron or dissolved solids that
will stop up the emitters in the drip system,

4, Staking of tree location using uniform distances for all varieties
of trees (25' x 25') with the exception of limes and lemons
(15" x 25%).

5. Prepare holes for trees using a backhoe, making a shallow but
wide circle for each tree (504 trees).

6., Order trecs in cans and have on hand for planting in June or
July 1975 or as soon after as plantingy site 1s ready,

7. Order and have on hand necessary equipment to establish drip
irrigati.n system as scon as trees are planted,

8. Use pine bark from post production as mulch material covering
the area around the tree to av least a ' circle.

9. As soon as the trees are planted, establish rescarch projects
on fertility rates, insect and discase control, herbicide studies
for comparison of chemical weed control vs, mechanical cultivation,
irrigation studies and studies on growth, yield and quality of
fruit,

10, 1If space, resources and manpower are available, an arboretum be
established with a number of additional tropical rruits as speci-
men trees for uvbservation and evaluation,
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Varieties of fruits in the resecarch planting should be:

Orangr<c - Parson Brown, Pincapple Orange, Valencia,
and Murcott

Grapefruit - March secedlcess, Thompson Pink seedless,
Duncan, and Ruby Red

Tangerine - Dancy and Robinson

Limes & Lemnns - Persian Lime, Key Lime, Myers Lemon,
Villa Franca Lemon

Mangoes - Floragon, Tommy Atkins, Keith, and Kent

Avocados - Pollock, Tonnage, Choquette, and Lula

Banana - Dwarf Cavendish, Lacatan, and Sugar Banana

Plantan - Orenico, Raja Puri, laa

VEGETABLES :

With some history of commercial veyetuble plantings on the island
for both export and domestic use, certain varieties are known to be pro-
ductive in the area. lowever, there are some varieties of vegetables
with little or no history of production, Research is neceded to supply
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