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Strengthening Democracy
 

Evolution of Stable, Democratic Societies
 

With its new Democracy Initiative, A.I.D. has made strengthenina 
democracy a major goal of its ,rogram; Latin America and the Caribbean 
are particularly receptive areas. As Secretary of State Jvmes Baker has 
said, "we seek to promote democratic values abroad because they rellect 
the best that is in ourselves.- In ildition, political and economi 5 
stability are mutually reenforcing. A.I.D. seeks to caitalize on :he 
opportunities presented by the swing toward democracy in the reqion in
 
order to consolidate the recent gains in the 4emisphere, here .S.
 
assistance can be critical.
 

Achieving broad-based growth and social progress Is vitally important to 
strengthen the legitimacy of democratic governments. At "he same time, 
there are other equally impor:ant requisites to furthering the evolution 
of stable democratic societies: (i) strengthening the competence of 
government institutions so they will merit the confidence of oolitical 
and military leaders, citizens, and investors; (2) helping create 3 
pluralistic, autonomous, vigorous civil society that can balance and 
lict state power vrile providing channels for the articulation and 
practice of democratic interests; and (3) strengthening the democratic 
culture -- values, attitudes, beliefs, and informacion that support 
democratic pluralism and are requi:ed for effective leadership. 

During the past year A.I.D. has developed a comprehensive five-year
 
strategy for meeting these democracy objectives in the LAC region +,rtn
 
1992-1996. A eleven-point program is proposed:
 

Government Competence -- Accountability and Resoonsiveness: (1) 
strengthen the rule of law through improved aceountability of justice and 
adherance to human rights; (2) strengthen electoral orocesses and 
institutions; (3) improve the honesty and competence of ,overnment in 
financial management and other key areas of puiblic sector management; (4) 
support the decentralization of power to strengthen local and municloal 
government; (5) strengthen civilian control of the military; and (6) 
strengthen legislatures to i-prove government responsiveness to the 
citizenry and to check excessive executive power. 

Clvil Society: (7) strengthen r:litical parties across the srez:'rum; (9) 
develop and strengthen alternative information and opinion sources, 

a responsible free -ress and media, textbook 3snr:L[,3 
: and luralism and citizen :~r:aks"; (9) strenz-:hen 

:nrz:z labor unions, business orzanizations, and n:h=:757s:sr-:s 
Ocra:, Z.ions ar.. associa=ians. 



- 2 -


Democratic Culture (Values and Leadership): (10) strengthen 4emocratic 
values and information through formal and non-formal civic education ind 
ocher innovative approaches; snd (11) strengthen leadership through 
training that exposes present and prospective leaders to democratic 
values and practices. 

A.I.D.'s programs are designed to complement and supplement those efforts 
being carried out by other organizations such as the 4ational Endowment 
for Democracy, other U.S. agencies such as the U.S. Information kaency 
(USIA), and other donors. A.I.D. will continue to work closely with 
other U.S. departments and agencies such as the Departments of State, 
Defense, and Justice and USIA. 

As Chart VI indicates, A.I.D. already provides significant levels of
 
assistance for democracy strengthening through the LAC Regtonal and
 
country -nission programs. The program proposed for FY 1992-19q6, if
 
fully funded, should enable A.I.D. to make 
a significant contrihutton
 
toward reducing those institutional and cultural constraints that hinder 
consolidating democracy in the region.
 

Chart V
 

A.I.D. FUNDING FOR DEMOCRACY STRENGTHENING 

INTHE LAC REGION 
($000) 

FY 1990 FY 1991 FY 1992 FY 1990 FY 1991 FY 1992 

~LAC 
Actual Estimate RIues 

Reqional 
Actual Eimate est 

Belize 
Bolivia 
Caribbean Regional 
Colombia 
Cosa Rica 
Dominican Republic 

113 
1,441 
1.216 
2,107 
2.673 

0 

180 
1,090 
2.135 

26 
700 
150 

180 
2,000 
1.923 

0 
1.470 

0 

Human Rights Initiative 
Financial Mgmt Improvement 
Legislative Management 
Central Amer. Journalism 
AIFLD 
Administration of Justice 

3,109 
860 
773 

1,300 
8,940 
2,906 

2.700 
759 
830 

1.300 
2.4,0 

3.CO 

2.750 
.00 

2-00 
2.20 
E "- C 

-. 75C 
Ecuador 
EJ Salvador 

21 
15,402 

341 
16,260 

350 
14,555 

IC1TAP 
Other 

7.670 
11,183 

4.CC 
10.860 

" 00 
*C.938 

Guatemala 3,751 4.950 3.910 
Guy nia 
Haiti 

691 
6.088 

302 
3,823 

0 
2,455 

Total LAC Regional Funding 36,744 31,909 37.578 

Honduras 8.617 3,863 6,460 
Jamaica 550 733 532 TOTAL FUNDING 91,042 87.L"-..E~ 8 
Nicaragua 1,600 3.336 5.000 
Panama 9.255 15.6.55 13,800 
Peru 543 ""11 40 
RCCAP 233 1. 1,615 

T,:*aI Ccuntry Funding 54.30 " Z."., 


