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I N T R O D U C T I O N

It is becoming increasingly evident that the problem of
physical and mental abuse of women is of far greater magnitude
than has previously been imagined. However, it is still
common for people to take marital violence for granted and
conclude that nothing can be done about it.

The Ugandan society is stronglyv male-dominated. Traditionally
women were regarded as inferior to men and were controlled

by them, the men using physical force whenever they felt it
necessasy. It is in thé marriage relationship that women's

subordination is clearly marked.

A woman is bound to obey her husband in everything by virtue
of the bride price that her husband's relatives paid to her
family. The payment of bride price entitles a man to the
woman's labour, her sexual services and her full obedience.
Men who can afford it can practice polygamy. On marriage

a woman goes to live with her husband in his home.
Traditionally women were not consulted over the choice of
husband and divorce was difficult if not impossible for a
woman to initiate because her relatives would have to be
persuaded to return the bride price. If a woman was divorced
by her husband, she would return to live with her relatives
and her husband had no further obligation to her. Her

children, irrespective of age would stay with her husband.

If the husband died she inherited nothing. Infact she her-

self would be inherited by other male relative.
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Historically therefore, marital violence has been a feature of
family life about which society has usually prefered to

remain silent.

Sexual Assault was not a traditional phenomenon in the
Ugandan society because of the closed nature of traditional
societies. The traditional values were such that girls
had to remain virgins until marriage. They were

not exposed to public life and their lives were all

centred to their homesteads. However, with changing
social and economic conditions and the urbanisation process
cases of defilement, indecent assault and rape are now

on increase. The 'AIDS' endemic has aggravated the situation.

Traditionally, sexual harrassment was not prevalent in

our societies because few women were exposed to employment.

As women became more and more involved in both formal & informal
employment they became more and more susceptible to sexual

harrassment.

cees/l
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THIS W ORK IS

DEDICATED TO WOMEN

SUFFER VIOLENTCE.
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PURPOSE_OF THE_ STUDY

This research was prompted by the increasing
complaints received at the FIDA(U) Legal Aid Clinic
about domestic violence, sexual assault and sexual
harrassment. From our educaticn programmes it
came to light that women were experiencing violence
in the home and places of work and that their
daughters had been victims of sexual assault and

sexual harrassment.

There had also been several press reports about
physical violence on women; sexual harrassment
on employed women, rape and child sexual abuse.
This research therefore aims at finding out the
causes and magnitude of the types of violence

aforesaid, the way these cases of violence have
been handled, the social and legal protection

that has been available to the victims and the

adequacy of those forms of protection.

The following HYPOTHESIS were tested:-
Women are subjected to violence because:-
(a) They are illiterate and therefore fgnorant

of their legal rights.

(b) They are economically dependent on men.

They ask for it .
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(c) They tieat it as part of marriage life

(d) vomen in lower class jobs are more sexually
harrassed.

(e) Single women are more prone to sexual harrass-
ment.

(r) Younger women are more pronc to sexual harrass-
ment.

(g) Women are sexually assaulted by men known
to them.

(h) Alcoholism is the main cause of Domestic

Violence in Uganda.

This research covered five political divisions

within Kampala District in Central Uganda. Although
originally we had intended to cover four districts
froa different geographical and ethnical regions

of Uganda, it was only possible to cover one district
due to financial constraints - Kampala District

has a total population of 773,463 people of which

51 % are female.



1:3  METHODOLOGY

The study started with the following secondary
sources:-— .

{a) Fida(U) Legal Aid Clinic records

{ We got information from cases so far handled

in the clinic from 1988 -~ 1990.

(b) Police records within Kampala District were
perused. Four Police Stations namely:-
Central Police, Jinja Road, 0ld Kampala

and Katwe were visited.

(c) Formal Courts namely:- Buganda Road, Chief
Magistrates Court, Mengo Court and Nakawa

were visited during Court Sessions.

(d) Resistance Committee Courts records are
informal courts although established by
statute from grassroot level. We attended
court sessiona of Resistance Committee Courts
with original jurisdiction. (R.C.I) 4
Sessions in each of the five divisions were
attended making a total of twenty (20) sessions.
At appallate level of R.C.2 & R.C.3 we only

perused court records.

cees/a
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A semi-structured questionaire (Appendix A) method
with informal and conversational approach to inter-
views was used. The questionaire covered the
objectives of the research and addressed items
numbered 1 to 10 as indicated in Appendix A.
Questions were addressed to women respondents.
Because of the semi-structure of the questionaire,
it left alot of room for informal questioning

and probing deeper into some of the responses.

This provided a very rich primary data.

The study wasundertaken by two main researchers

with one Assistant who conducted the interviews
aeraonally usually in a local dialect (Luganda).

The advantage of this method of data collection

as compared to structured questionaire surveys
undertaken by research assistants is that inconsiste-
ncy and shortcomings in the respondent's co-operation
is assessed on the spot and with greater precision.
Considering the confidentiality of the subject
matter, informal and rclated questions as well

as tactical rephrasing of questions was done by

the researchers.

..../5
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This qualitatively enriched the data collected.

This is more important than the statistical quanti-
ties obtained through larger samples. Hence

we took 80 (eighty) respondents for domestic violence,
40 (fourty) for house maids, 90 (ninety) from

work places, 80 (eighty) from educational institutions,
84 (eighty four) from the clinic. Despite several
visits to 5 work places, we only managed to get

information from 3.

In the subsenuent parts of the report, the data
collected is analysed using simple techniques
of summations and other statistical methods.
These quantificafions will form the basis for

conclusions and recommendations.

PART T WO

DOMESTTIC VIOLENTCE

WHAT IT S

According to this study "Domestic Violence" is
defined as Violence perpetuated by a man upon

a woman in tthe home. It will encompass physical
sexual assault, severe psychological abuse, destruc-

tion and misuse of the victims property, denial
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of access to victim's children and any other
behaviour which indicates a threat to the victim.
However, the definition will not extend to petty
quarrels or stern silence, where an answer is
expected, which may be part and parcel of wear

and tear of union.

This definition does nont confine domestic violence
to legally married couples, it extends to couples
who are co-habiting and or to lovers living apart.
It also covers women who may be subject to domestic
violence from relatives like in-laws where the

relationship is a non-conjugal one.

WHO SUFFERED VIOLENCE

(Question No.1)

Total No of questionaires = 80

16 people from each of the 5 divisions of Kampala
District.

2:1 (a)  SUMMARY

DIVISION YES NO REFUSAL
MAKINDYE 11 5 -
NAKAVWA 12 2 2
CENTRAL 7 8 1
RUBAGA 12 2 2
KAVEMPE 8 6 2
TOTAL 50 23 7
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3 respondents simply refused to answer the question-

aire;

said that they were unwilling to disclose family

they did not give reasons why.

matters for fear of publicity.

2 respondents refused to answer the questionaire

and said that "these days women are no longer

beaten by husbands.

with women's property rights.

2 respondents

That they were only concerned

2:1 (b) AGE OF RESPONDENTS
SUMMARY
= 3
AGE (YES) VIOLATED AGE WOMEN AGEX| WOMEN  AGEYX
WOMEN NOT wHO

VIOLATED REFUSED R
BELOW 21 2 1%
21 - 25 5 10%
25 - 30 22 44%
30 - 35 13 26%
35 - 40 7 14%
40 - 45 1 2%
45 - 50 0 0%
ABOVE 50 0 0%
TOTAL 50 100%

A number of respondents below 21 years suffered violence.

The number of sufferers raises greatly between late twenties

and the thirties.

disappears in advanced ages.

ess./B
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2:1 (c)

OCCUPATION OF RESPONDENT

THOSE VIOLATED THOSE NOT VIOLATED
OCCUPATION NO OCCUPATION NO
SECRETARY 9 SECRETARY 2
TYPIST/CLERK 4 TYPIST/CLERK 1
HOUSWIFE 12 HOUSEVWIFE 5
CIVIL SERVANT 3 FARMER 1
BUSINESSWOMAN 2 TEACHER 1
REGISTERED NURSE 2 REGISTERED NURSE 2
HOUSE KEEPER _2 HOUSE KEEPER 2
SELF EMPLOYED 1 SELF EMPLOYED 1
STREET VENDOR 1 STREET VENDOR 3
HAIR DRESSER 1 ENROLLED NURS% 4
MARKET VENDOR 0 MARKET VENDOR 1
TAILOR 1 SHOP ATTENDAN+ 1
STﬁDENT 1 NOT STATED 3
NURSING AID 1 HAIRDRESSER 1
BEER SELLER 1 THEATRE ATTENDANT1
ACCOUNTANT UNIVERSIT
GRADUATE 1 PRISON WARDER 1
ACCOUNTS CLERK 1
BANKER 2
LAWYER UMNIVERSITY
GRADUATES 3
ENROLLED NURSE 1
NOT STATED 1

TOTAL 50 TOTAL 30

cees/9
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One of the housewives was a University Graduate.
The table shows a variety of ProfPssions and occupations
of Respondents. This shows that Domestic Violence is

not unique to a particular group of women.

2:1 (d) WHO INFLICTED THIS VIOLENCE ?
(Question No. 2)

SUMMARY
INFL.ICTOR NO. OF WOMEN SUFFERERS
HUSBAND 29
BOYFRIEND/
COHABITOR 8
IN-LAVWS 5
SISTER 2
BROTHER 1
OTHERS 5

TOTAL 50

Of the 30 women who suffered violence at the hands of
their husbands, 2 suffered at the hands of in-laws at
the same time and L (one) at the hands of her brother.

Of the 5 wvomen vho were inflicted upon violence by 'Others’,
1 (one) was by a thug, 1 (one by a thief, i (one) by a
neighbour, 1 by a co-wife and 1 (one) by her teacher.

Domestic Violence is mostly perpetuated by husbands, Boyfriends
/Co-habitors and In-laws.

eeea/10
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2:1 (e) WHEAT TYPE OF VIOLENCE/ATTACK WAS IT ?
(Question No. 7)

From our findings, women in Kampala District
suffer several types of violence. A preater
majority are subjected to physical assault

but still many suffer sexual assault, psychologi-

cal abuse and verbal/written threats.

In addition many are chased out of houses at
night, locked out of the house and thrir property
is frequently destroyed. A big number is

also denied access to their childran. or

the 50 Respondents who answered positively

to suffering violence, 42 suffered through
beatings, 3 were raped :: fewv were verbally

threatened and one was attacked using a gun.

SUMMARY
TYPES_OF_VIOLENCE

TYPE OF ATTACK NO. '
BEATINGS 42
RAPES 3
DESTRUCTION/MISUSF. OF
PROPERTY 1
VERBAL THREATS 2
ATTACK USING A GUN 1
SEXUAL ASSAULT 1
] TOTAL 50

.cub/ll
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Of the 42 beatings, only 16 were plain. The rest were
coupled with other types of violence. 6 were coupled
with chasing out of the house, 3 (three) with denial of
access to children, 3 (three) with locking ou® of the
house at night, 8 (eight) with verbal threats. 3 (three)
were coupled with rape, one (1) with sexual assault and
one(l) with indecent assault. One verbal threat was
made after chasing the woman out of the room, denying

her access to her property and the m an bringing a jerry-
can of petrol and threatening to set her ablaze.

Three bcal.ngs were coupled with destruction of property
one of which involved tearing of clothes and throwing
away shoes by boyfriend while in a night club which beating

continued at home.

Of the three Rapes, two were plain but the third was coupled
with beatings.

Of the 2 (two) verbal threats, one was plain and the other

vas coupled with chasing out - of the home.

2:2  CAUSES
(QUESTION NO. 6)
From the responses for this queution, there is
no clear cut explanation that can be generalised
as the major cause for the wvomen sufferers of
violence. . Of the 50 respondents who suffered

violence at the hands of the various attackers,

the following were the causes:-

..-./12
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OF THE 27 BEATINGS BY HUSBANDS:
1. Suspected I was unfaithful.
2. He wanted sex whenever he was drunk and I did not.
3. He got another woman and deserted me and the kids,
4, For nothing .
5. He was drunk and wants to fight whenever he is drunk
6. He has girlfriends and I was complaining about them
7. I refused to sleep with him. He is ever drunk.
8. He accused me of having another boyfriend, leaving
the kids in the house and sleeping out. He deserted
me for another woman,
9. I asked for money for sugar.
10. I went for a meeting without his consent. :
11. He loved another girl and no longer wanted me.
12. I wanted to go and attend a friends last funeral
rites.
13. No reason. He just started off when he came back E
home.
14. I greeted a friend whom he 8uupected had been my
lover before I married him.
15, He thought he was disciplining me.
16. He was drunk.
17, He returned from work annoyed, asked me to pack up
my things including my three kids and he denied paternity
of one saying that a certain man claims to be its
father.
eeee/13



18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

13

He was drunk and is jealous.

Hle and his relatives kept claiming I was barren.

I complained to him about his movement with girls,

that he would bring me aids so he beat me up thoroughly.
I accused him of his extra marital affairs and told

him I could not get on along with my in-laws in the
house.

Drunkenness. He'd come home very late ~nd when 1

asked him why, he started fighting. One night he

came home with a girlfriend in a car and when I asked

he began beating me then drove her off but later
returned.

He suspected I had cheated him.

He thopught I had another man.

Drunk/Annoyed. Suspected I had gone out with a boyfriend
because I returned home at 8.00 p.m.

He saw a picture I had taken with my sister and her
manfriend and suspected he war mine. On other occassions
he accused me of not respecting and caring for him.

He suspected i was having an affair with a friend

of his.

OF THE 6 BEATINGS BY BOYFRIENDS:

28.

29.

30.

He had got another girl.
He did not want me to argue with him/correct him

wvhen he did sowmething wrong.

I met him with another girl and instead of apologising
he beat me saying I was nosy poking.

eses/14
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31. He suspected I had another boyfriend.
32. Annoyed/Drunk. He found me with another boyfriend.

33. Annoyed/Drunk. Hle accused me of moving with menfriends.

OF THE 2 BEATINGS BY SISTERS:

34. Annoyed thinking I had gone out of the dance hall
with a man to make love.

35. She suspected i had loved her husband.

OF THE BEATINGS BY CO-WIFE:

36. She was annoyed because we were rivalling.

OF THE BEATINGS BY TEACHER:

37. Late coming, not doing my homework, failing tests.

OF THE 3 BEATINGS BY IN-LAVS:

38. Because I had told them they should get their own
accomodation and not disturb my family.

39. Because they did not like my lcoks, they wanted to
get my husband another wvife, one of their choice.
They vere jealous that he gave we more attention
than he gave them.

40. Because they said I was barren and could not get

them any kids.

OF THE BEATINGS 3Y A BROTHER:

41. We quarreled over land that our father left us (Inheri-

tance)

.oco/ls
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OF THE BEATING BY A THIEF:

42. He wanted property.

OF _THE 3 RAPES:

A3. I do not know.
44, 1 do not know.

45, lle wanted to sleep with me.

OF THE DESTRUCTION/MISUSE OF PROPERTY:

46. They were envious. (In-Laws)

OF THE 2 VERBAL THREATS:

47. Because I found him trying to force the housegirl
to sleep with him.
48. He was annoyed something happened accidentally and
I had to find an answer for it in his absence, which

he did not like at all.

OF THE_SEXUAL_ASSAULIS:

49, I was his wife's young sister and he wvanted tc sleep

with me.

OF THE ATTACK BY THE THUG:

50. He wanted my money and my bag.

It may be noted that drunkness and suspecion of an affair
(wife/girlfriend, another woman) are predominant causes

for the violences suffered.

Of the 27 beatings by husbands, 14 of them were occassioned
on suspecions of another affair and of the 6 beatings
by boyfriends A4 of them were still on suspecions of another

affair.

01'1/16
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Of the 18 respondents who were suspected of having other
affairs and therefore beaten, 5 were secretaries, three
civil servants, two typists, two nurses, two businesswomen.
One accountant and one lawyer. Only two respondents

were full time housewives.

From this analysis one can conclude that in Kampala District
women who venture into or are exposed to public life are
more susceptible to violence than those confined to a

home environment. It is not clear whether the suspecions
are genuine i.e whether women do actually engage in extra
marital relations':i.or it is merely the dominancy and
possessiveness of Ugandan men. As for the suspecions

of men by their women, most of them are genuine since

names are given of the girls/women so suspected.

Again of the two beatings by the sisters, one was on suspe-
cion of sleeping with a man outside a dance hall and the

other was on suspecion of moving with her husband.

On a deeper analysis one can see throughout a series of
suspecions of affairs running through our societies irres-
qective of the relationships involved. This gives an
impression that our society is highly promiscuos - so
promiscuos that most people are suspecious of each other
and men can only express their annoyance of this suspecion

by beating.

ov.v/l?
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Drunkness is also a state which perpetuates violence.

Of the 27 beatings by husbands, 6 of the inflictors were
in a drunken state and in one case the victim was drunk.
All the 6 drunken, infiictors, suspected their patners

of having other affairs. Of the 6 beatings by boyfriends,
two of the inflictors were drunk but also had suspecion

of another affair. This means that drunkenness alone

is not the cause of violence. Theére is always an under-
lying silent cause which is always suspecion of another

affair.

Of the three rapes, 2 of the respondents did not know
why they were raped. The other said 'because he wanted
to sleep with me' which is no reason why anybody should

rape another.

2:3 MAGNITUDE

(questions 3,4 and 10 (b - d) )

Of the 50 respondents, 20 got injuries that resulted
into 2 scars and of the 30 some got temporary
injuries like bruises, swellings etc. 10 of

the the respondents sustained injuries on the whole
body, 6 on the heads, 2 on the buttocks and 2

on the arms.

..../18
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The 3 who were raped received genital bruises and bruises
on the body while they were resisting. Of the 2 who
suffered verbal threats, one was threatened to be set
ablaze with petrol and the husband went to the extent

of bringing the petrol in the house. One was subjected
to continuos verbal threats by the husband and in-laws
which affected her psychologically; she was always worried

and unstable.

For the respondent whose property was misused and spoilt,
she suffered psychologically and financially. The respon-
dent was attacked with agun; the attacker cocked the gun.
Although the attacker never fired at her, the gun was
cockedand she claimed she saw fire. This led to psycholo-
'gical suffering on her part. The respondent, who was
sexually assaulted also claimed to have hated herself

and suffered alot of anguish.

The table below shows the period of last attack by the
time we carried out the study and confirms that violence
is still rampant in the Ugandan Society.

SUNNARY OF_TOTAL_NUNBER _OF VIOLATIONS (50)

LAST ATTACK NUMBER %AGE

. THIS WEEK 10 20%
[ LAST VEEK 3 6%

| _TVO_WEEKS_AGO 3 6%
AMONTH_AGO 6 12%
TVO MONTHS AGO 2 4%
THREE TO SIX MONTHS AGO 7 14%
MORE_THAN SIX NONTHS AGO 19 38%
| roraL 50 100%

-oo-/lg
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Beatings occur more frequently than rape, sexual assault,

verbal threats or destruction of property.

2:3 (b) RECOVERY PERIOD:

RECOVERY_ PERIOD NO. OF WOMEN %AGE
STILL SUFFERING ) 5%
LESS THAN_1 VWEEK 1 5%
1 - 2 WEEKS 8 40%
2 - 3 WEEKS 1 5%
3_-_4 WEEKS 2 10%
1 - 1% MONTHS 2 10%
1%- 2 MONTHS 3 15%
2_—-_2% MONTHS 0 0%
2% - 3 MONTHS 2 10%

TOTAL 20 100%

The period of recovery shows that the injuries inflicted
upon respondents have been of great magnitude, hence the

long period of recovery.

Of the 50 violences committed, 20 were again attacked

and 17 of these by the same inflictors at a frequency

of 14 times in six months. The indication is that violence
is on the increase. One respondent was beaten wvhen she
asked for money for food and the beating was continuos

up until the time she was interviewed. ,

..--/20




20
WHEN_WERE_YOU LAST ATTACKED ?
OF THE 42 CEATINGS:
LAST ATTACK NUMBER AAGE
THIS WEEK 7
LAST WEEK 3
2 WEEKS AGE 3
A_MONTH AGO 5
2 MONTHS AGO 2
3 — 6 MONTHS AGO 7
MORE THAN 6 MONTHS AGO | 15
|_torTAL 42
OF THE 3 RAPES:
LAST ATTACK NUMBER %AGE
THIS WEEK 1
LAST WEEK
2 WEEKS AGO
A_MONTH AGO 1
2 NONTHS AGO .
3 - 6_MONTHS_AGO
MORE_THAN 6 _MONTHS AGO 1
| toraL 3
OF THE 2 VERBAL THREATS:
LAST ATTACK NUMBER XAGE
THIS WEEK i
LAST WREK

2_WEEKS AGO

A_RONTH AGO

2_NONTHS AGO

3 _~ 6_MONTHS AGO

MORE:: THAN 6 NONTHS AGO

LU ]

TOTAL

o---/Zl
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OF THE DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY:

LAST ATTACK

NUMBER

21

%AGE

THIS_ WEEK

1(ALMOST WEEKLY)

LAST_WEEK

2 WEEKS AGO

A_MONTH_AGO

2_MONTHS AGO

3 - _6_MON_THS AGO

MORE_THAN 6 MONTHS AGO

TOTAL

THE ATTACK USING A GUN:
LAST ATTACK

NUMBER

XACE

THIS_ WEEK

LAST WEEK

2 WEEKS AGO

A_NMONTH AGO

2_MONTHS AGO

3 - _6_RONTHS AGO

NORE _THAN_6 MONTHS AGO

[ TOTAL

OF_THE_SEXUAL_ASSAULT:
LAST_ATTACK

%AGE

THIS_WEEK

LAST V¥EEK

2_WEEKS AGO

A_RONTH_AGO

2_NONTHS AGO

3 - 6 _MNONTHS AGO

MORE _THAN 6 MONTHS AGO

TOTAL

0000,22




22

2:4 HOW_CASES HAVE BEEN HANDLED:

Of the

50 women violated only 33 reported. 17

did not take any steps to report. Oof the 33

reported violations.

OF_THE 33 REPORTED VICLATIONS:
- 28 WERE BEATINGS
- 1 WAS A VERBAL THREAT
WZRE RAPES
1 WAS DESTRUCTION OF
PROPERTY
i OF THE_17 UNREPORTED VIOLATIONS:
14 WERE_ BEATINGS
1 WAS AN ATTACK BY A THUQ
WERE_VERBAL THREATS

The reportings vary froa a friend to elders, R.C.'s and

Police. Reporis were made to the following people:

NUMBER PERSON
11 R.Cs
11 ELDERS(BUT ALSO 4 to friends & 2 to
R.Cs)
2 FRIENDS (BUT ALSO 1 TO A DOCTOR)
2 SISTER
2 PARENTS
1 RELATIVES
2 POLICE
1 HUSBAND
1 BOSS _(OF MY HUSBAND) .
33_REPORTS 9_CATEGORIES OF_ PEOPLE )

23
veee/23
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There is a high rate of intervention by the R.Cs and Elders.

R.C.s8 are therefore playing a big role in arbitrating

family matters. There is also a high rate of intervention

by Elders. This is the traditional way of secttling family

disputes and as can hbe seen it still plays a major role.
Hence the hypothesis that family matters arec a domestic
issue and should be settled domesticall was proved true.
Of the 33 cases that were reported,only 2 ended up with
the Police. There is therdore a high rate of family

intervention, that is, relatives, parents, friends, in-

laws, elders.

WHAT WAS DONE AFTER REPORTING/WHAT HAPPENED ?

Intervention of the different agencies employed:
ELDERS:

1. Advised me to keep quiet about it and pray to God
that my husband will stop beaing. me.

2. Told ;e to go back to my parents home and so that
things could be settled. (Idid and he married another
woman).

3. Talked to him and tried to settle the problem.

4. Summoned him and asked him not to beat me again.
5. He was called and talked to.

6. We decided to divorce.

7. A meeting was called and matters discusased.

8. He stopped beating me.
them

9. He took all my belongings and offered/to a girlfriend

of his.

veee/24
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The elders summonced him and warned him.

They Lalked to him but it did not help, so I went

to FI1DA.

12. The malter was settled.

R.C.8

13%. They summonced my sister-in-lav and heard the case.

14. He was summonced and arked to explain.

1%. They intervened and ruled that we scparate.

16. He was called and warned.

17. Ne stopped bealing me.

I8, Me was Laken Lo Police but the case was not completed
due Lo Lhe absence of witnesses. (they went abroad).

19. They Look me to Lhe hospital because | had a broken
arm. :

20. They intervened.

2. Disciplinary action.

22. Disciplinary aclion.

23. He was warned.

FRIENDS

2A. Family committce met and to settle the llsunderatlnd;
ings.

25. Somec comforting wordr from the doctor.

-
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RELATIVES

—— > e e = o e

26, They talked it over.

27. fle called and warned him.

POLICE

8. Police came and took away the axe and petrol and
wavned him.

PARENTS.

30. My parcnts Lalked Lo both of us and we reconciled.

HUSBAND.

31, We hetd a meeting and she (co-wife) was warned not
to repeat it.

SISTER.

32. We Lalked il over.

33. He was advised to treat me better.

Apparenlly all the interventions managed to bear some
frail. In mosl canes Lhe respondent got some relief.
Because there are many interventions outside of court,
many of the remedies available to any victim of violence

are not utilised.

?2:5 1In Uganda Lhe Penal Code Act apecifica offences which
are Lriable with penalties imposed on the offe.der.
Such offences include:-
(1) Threatening violence contrary to Section 76

of the Penal Code Act.

eeesl/?6
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(?) Indccent Assault contrary to Section 122 of the
Penal Code Act.

(3) Defilement contrary to Section 123 and 124 together
with the 1990 Ammendment.

(A) Common Assaults contrary to Section 277,

(5) Assaulls occassicnirg todily harwe contrary to
Section 228.

(6) Doing grievous harm.

(7) ¥Wronpful confinement.

(8) Rape.

(9) manslaughter contrary to Section 182.

(10) Murder contrary to Secc’ion 183.

on conviphion of these offences, penalties range from

fines and impriosnments of from a couple of months to

yecars for common assaults, indecent analulti and threatening.
violence. For casecs of doing grlevoﬁl harm and assaults =
occassioning bodily haram the penalties range frcm 18 sonths
to 5 years. Cases involving surder, defilement and man-

slaughter vary from life imprisonment to death. On top t._;}_

.

of these remedies, a complainant has s civil remedy of

compenuation for the harm inflicted.

Institution of proceedings against violations would dotlnlto;‘
ly go along way in reducing incidences of physical vlo;qng§,3"
but as can be analysed from the study, very few casns e

-

rcach the Police.
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2:6 EFFECTIVENESS OF_PROTECTI1ON

Of the 33 reported violations 26 victims were assured
they would not be attnckgd again, of the 26, orrendor;
were seriously warned not to attack the victia lllln;
Only 7 were punished as follown:- I

- One was remanded for 2 months.

when the case ended up in court there were no witnesses

and the case was still pending at time of the study.

~ Onc wan imprisoned for three days and was released

al Lhe request of the wife. -

- 2 of Lhe in-laws were chased avay from the 'illl...
by clders.

- 2 husbands were re-primanded.

- 1 husband was warned and was asked to pay a fine

which he paid. -

Definitely the measures taken were not adequate to curd

the incidences. Perhaps that is why there is a high

rate of reccurances even after interventions by the R.C.s -

eldera ctlc. Thia is evidenced by the post reportal attacks.

(sce table below)

POST _REPORTAL ATTACK

OF _THE_50 VIOLENCES CONMITTED.

(1)
INFLICTOR NO. OF TINES |
SAME_PERSON 17
OTHERS 3

LI /28
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(2)

NO.

OF _TI1MES

28

NO_OF VICTII§

SEVERAL

14

IVICE

1

ONCE

CONTINUOS

(3)

TYPES OF VIOLENCE

BEATINGS

16

THREATS

RAPE

S E

PART T HRETE

X UAL ASSAUVLT

4t

cendl?9

In this study Sexual Assault will cover Defilememt,

unlawful Detention for lIsmoral
Such sexual assaults will

Indecent Assault,

purposcs and Rape.
be confined to places outside a home.

Defilement is having sexusl intercourse with

a girl who is belov 18 years old with or without
her ccnsent; the law presumes her to be incapable ;' "
of corsenting to a sexual act.

I

Indecent Assault is any act or behaviour that
in calculated to morally embarrass and/or desorslise
the person of the opposite sex. This includes f*

[ T
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Lthe touching of private parts and use of obscene words

and phrases and any sexual violent attack.

Unlawful Detention for Immoral purposes is such behaviour
where a female person is detained with a purpose of inducing
her into a sexual act without her consent and Rape is
having sexual intercourse with a woman without her consent.

In this sLudy we cncountered fewver cases of sexual assault,
Most of the Respondents were unwilling to disclose any
information relating to their experlenéea of sexually -~
abusive tendencies. Consequently, wve relied wmainly on

the cases reccived in the Legal Aid Clinic. The three

rape and onc sexual assault cases already analysed in

domestic violence.

The table below shows the number and types of sexusl assault
cnges reccived in FIDA(U) Legal Aid Clinic and ages
of the Respondents.

TYPES _OF _VIOLENCE

AGE OF DEFILE- RAPE | INDECENT | DETENTION |
RESPONDENT MENT ASSAULT FOR INMORAL |-
PURPOSES

2YEARS
SYEARS
6YEARS
10YEARS
13YEARS
LGYEARS
17%YEARS
18YEARS
20YEARS

_32YEARS __ - . i :
'r'fbtAL 7 3 2 ;

N b e (N (e

...-/30
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3:1 (b) OCCUPATION_OF_RESPONDENTS

The two respondents aged 17% ycars and 32 years

were both office messangers, one of 20 years

was a porter and the 2 who suffecred sexuval assault -

were students. Those for defilement vere small

pirls of 3 of them were in nursery school and

2 in primary schools, the 13 year old vas at _
the the samc time abducted by the violator. .

3:1 (c) WiUO INFLICTED TiIS VIOLENCE.

The 2 year old was defiled by a neighbour who

was a family friend and vas always fond of the
baby. 2 of the three nursery school children
were defiled by nelghbouré sons and one by a
brother of her teacher while the child had gone
for special coatching. Of the 2 prisary school
girls one was defiled by a neighbour and the
other defiled and abducted by a Policeman who
happened to be a neighbour. The 2 girls were
indecenlly assaulted by their in-laws i.e brothers
of their sisters husbands. Of the 3 who vere
raped, 1 was raped by her Boss (Naster) and the

2 by unknown men. Mostlikely lnlitol since

it happened in Police cells while they were under
detention.

¢

3:2 CAUSES

1t was difficult to establish the causes of these
types of offences especially since most of the

victims were children.

For the adults who were assaulted by in-laws : .¢:
said that their in-laws sssumed that they had ’
a customary right to have sexual intercourse

veeel/dl
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with Lhem. As for the detainces they said it wvas partly
scexual graltification and actual harrassment coupled with
teasin. For the 13 year old who wvas abducted, that the
man wanted to marry her. ¥e were not able to interview

the suspects and cstablish the actual causes.

3:3 MAGNITUDE

From the data, it is evident that there are more
cases of defilement. Although cases reported

to the clinic at time of study were few perhaps
because of the stigma the offence goes with, llilllr
cascen continued to be reported to the clinic and

in Ncwnpapers after the study. T

The Ages of our regpondents also show that the

magnitude is great especially in a country where , )
"ALDS" is ecndemic.  The 20 year old Porter reported -
that she was raped at gun point slthough by a civilian,

S

3:4 OW _CASES HAVE BEEN HANDLED.

Except for the porter (20yrs) all the other cases
were reported to Resistance Committee Courts (which
do not have criminal jurisdiction) snd to FIDA(U)

and Police.

3 of the cascs have been reported by FIDA(U) itself
having learnt of them through the press. 2 of
these suspects were arrested and charged while

one ran to a neighbouring country. .

A total of 5 suspects of defilement were arrested
by Police but unfortunately, they wvere released -
on Police bond before they went to court.

e
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FIDA(U) intervened and were arrcsted again and charged,
2 of these have been sentenced to 5 years imprisonment,
each nolwithstanding the provisions of the Penal Code
Act which provides that on conviction such a person is
liable Lo suffer death.

As regards the Policeman who defllcd_und abducted the
girl, when he was reported other Policemen ignored the -
repordl, When the mother of the girl reported to FIDA(U),
FIDA(U) reported to the overall Police Boss who directed
investigations in the matter. Unfortunately, the mothe
of the girl has not reported to FIDA the progress of

the case. For the 2 girls who wvere sexually assaulted,
their cases were withdrawn because their fomilies wanted
to setlle the matters amicably. When FIDA(U) intervened
so Lthat the cases could continue, the prosecution lacked
vltncagcs and the case simply died a natural death.

The 20 year old did not report because even after the

incident she was lured into an affair by the same person;
resulting into a baby, the initial rape had resulted into
a child too. She reported to FIDA (U) Legal Aid Clinic
not for the rape as such but for maintenance of thoIShlidroi'

from her initial attacker.

R

For the 2 ladies who were raped in Police Cells, FIDA(U)
contacted their employers (Government) who re-imbursed
them with medical treatment expenses. Ve advised thea
that they could sue Government/Attorney General, told .
them to come back and ve persue their case but they .blndonéi
the case. -

01-0/33
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POSS1IBLE PROTECTION AVAILABLE

The Penal Code Act makes Defilement, Rape, Indecent
Assault and Detention for Immoral purposes Crimiral

offences. The Penalties imposcd in cases of Rape

and NDefilement are death sonpencea. since they e

are capitai ofronces. While Indecent Assault

is 14 years imprisonment with or without corporel
punishment and Detention for lmmoral purposes and
abduction carry a néntence of 7 years s impriosnaent

reapeclively.

RIS

EFFECTIVENESS OF PROTECTION

As scen above the legal provisions against these

‘crimen are in place but their effectiveness is

1000/34

questioned because of the social set up. As seen

from the tables, very few people have reported e

nexual offences. This may be because of their
nature and victims prefer usually to keep the ordesl
to themselves. Secondly, most vomen as aforesaid

have been victims of people known to them. This

has in most cases led to fawily intervention lnd "fz

settlementns out of court. Police attitude in

these coses has led to inflictors being relessed { 

~e

on bond notwithstanding the gravity of the offences.’

LN
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In nome cases investigations have been done ineffectively
and Lhis has resulted into imposing minimal sentences -
due Lo lack of evidence to support a graver charge.

Some cases have totally been ignored. Attitude of courts
should yéo be mentioned. The standard of proof usually
required in Lhese cnéen is extremecly high; beyond reasonable
doubt and it is upon the prosccutisn to prove. This ‘
burden is unnecessarily high and regotes the effectiveness
of the remedies available. Even the type of questions
usually asked in courts are likely to embarrass the victims
and humiliate her more especially when hearings are conducted
in open courts. Hence some victims when told about court -
simply abandoned their cases. Therefore, although the

legal provisions are in place, implementation has not

been very cffective.

PART F O UR

S E X UAL HARRASSNENT

4:1 WHAT _1T_1S

k]

In this research, ve tried to gather information
on instances of sexual harrassment at places of
work and elsewhere. It is difficult to definme . ..
behaviour which falls within this tera. |
However, harrassment may range froa trivial and
supposedly unoffensive behaviour which boarders

on normal and social intercourse to extresely

."./35
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aérioun and offensive bohnvlour.vhlch wmay amount to rape.
1L is perhaps more useful to define sexual harrassaent

in terms of what a woman in a particulor situation will
percicve as threatening viewed from this perspective,

the position of power or authority that the man who hnr;lm

a woamn have over her is extremely relevant,

Several harrassments within a work place or an educltloqnl
institutions is likely to be more readily identifiable
than harrassment elsevhere and must encompass any fora
of scxual importunity by a wman in a position of superiorit)

in the work place or education institution. <

In icss formal emwployment situation such as domestic seryic
any form of sexual importuning by a man of » do-eltlc_ |
servant in his or his family's employ will fall within
the prescribed behaviour, as here the amn is in 8 pusitien
of sulhority and the implied threat of disadvantaged !lil
strongly accompany the advances. Whether behaviour falls -
within the definition of sexual harrassment becomes less
clear when the offender is in no pousition of power ilfh;~
respect to the victim. Hence situations 6utcldo thogh
workplace or cducational institutions become dlttlcul‘f B

Lo categorise. Certainly any fors of intimidation by

words or gesture must fall within this definition.

A
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WII0_SUFFERED SEXUAL_ _HARRASSMENT, WUAT_TYPE & BY_WHO ?

90 questionaires were issued out to three different inesti-

tutions Public, Parastatal and Private reagpectively.

Different calepories of employees were intervicwed at

these institutions; clerks, secretaries and officers.

of ihe 90 Respondents interviewed, 30 admitted suffering -
sexual harrassment. Of these, 30 who admitted experiences

of sexual harrassment 8 of them were from Public Institution
Minintry X 17 from Parastatal Y

and 5 from a Private Enterprise. 0

Overall 15 Secretaries were harrassed, 11 clerks including
messengers and clcaners and 4 officers from the different

ingtitutions.

¥

(sce table)

INSTITUTION ° NO OCCUPATION WHO HARRASSED ¢
PUBLIC 8 a) Clerk/ Immediate Boss 6
MINISTRY (X) Messengers 3
) b) Secretaries 4| Overull Boss ) S }3
c) Officers 1 Yorkamate 1 v
Anyother
PARASTATAL (Y) 17 a) Clerks/Ne- femediate Boss 12 | _
. ssengers 5 Overall Boss 3 ot
b) Secreta- Vorkmate 1 4
ries 9 Anyother 1 1
COUNCIL c) Officers 3 | -
a) Clerks/ Nes- Iamediate Boss 2
z:;;:rs ENTER sergers 3 Overall Boss 1
. b) Secreta- Yorkmate 2
ries 2 Anyother -
(o) __ c) Officers N1L
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There is a high rate of harrassment in Parastatal than

elsewhere.

The types of harrassments differ as there are different
categories of occupations and attackers. They also differ

and correspond with age, and marital status.

Of the 15 Secretaries that suffered sexual harrassment,
9 were between 21 - 30 years old, 3 were between 31 -
40 years old and 2 were beyond 40 years old. All the
11 clerks/Messengers were between 21 - 30 years old.

All the Officers were between 25 25 - 35 years of age.

WHAT _TYPE OF HARRASSMENT

WHAT TYPE NO. OF RESPONDENTS  OCCUPATIONS
1. ATTEMPTED RAPE 2 BOTH CLERKS/
MESSENGERS
2 OFFICERS
2. DENYING PROMOTION 5 o EmeTAny
2 CLERKS
3. GIVING YOU A BAD ALL (3)
WRITTEN REPORT 3 SECRETARIES
A. CONSTANT SEXUAL 9 SECRETARIEY
DEMANDS 13 3 CLERKS
1 OFFICER
5. FALSE REPORTS TO ; g::::g“
HIGHER AUTHORITES 3
6. INDECENTLY TOUCHING f g::::"“"q
YOUR BODY 3
7. LOCKING YOU/DETAINING 1 ::;;::csn
YOU IN THE OFFICE
AGAINST YOUR WILL 1

----,38



38

From the previous table it is clear that secretaries and
clerks/messengers are easy targels of sexual harrassment
than officers. Constant sexual demands ranks high on

the types of harrassments metted on the Respondents followed
by denial of promotion. Giving bad reports, making falge
reports to higher authc~'ties and indecently touching

your body also rank high in the types of harrassments

suffered by the Respondents.

Of the 30 Respondents who suffered sexual harrassment,

22 were unaarried and 8 were married.

Of the 22 unmarried, 13 were secretaries, 7 clerks/messengers

and 2 Officers.

Of the 8 married, 2 were secrctaries, 4 MesseAngers/clerks

and 2 Officers.

Unmarried Secretaries therefore suffer more sexual harrass-
ment than married ones. The Clerks/Messengers, suffer

the same harrassments whether married or not. Secretaries
and Clerks/Messengers suffer more with their bodies, like
Rape/Attempted rape, actual sexual intercourse through
constant sexual demands than officers who only suffer
denial of promotion and/or bad reports and false reports

to higher authorities.
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CAUSES

(Question No. 7)
There were a few causes quoted for the harrassments
suffered but otherwise a majority just didn't know

why they were harrassed.

Of the 30 Respondents who were harrassed, 13 didn't
know why, 8 - he wanted to have sex with me,

2 - wanted someone of his choice to take up my

Job. 4 - had had & previous love affair,

2 - he had alvaysvvanted me to be his girlfriend,

1 - his friend wanted an affair with me.

Apart from the 13 Respondents who declared ignorance
of the causes of their being harrassed, the rest

of the Respondents suffered harrassment because

of the inflictors' desire for sex gratification

and because they were in a more powerful position

to influence their employmcnt prospectas.

Of the 13 who said they didn't know why they were
being harrassed, it is still evident that there

was some element of sex gratification by the inflictor.

NAGNITUDE

(Questions 4,5,8 a-d)

.010/40
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HOW _MANY TIMES HAVE YOU SUFFERED ?

OF THE 30 IHHARRASSMENTS

FREQUENCY HJUMBER
ONCE 1
TWICE L]
THRICE 3
FOUR TIMES 2
FIVE - TEN 7
MORE THAN TEN TIMFES 13

TOTAL 30

WHEN WERE YOU LAST_HARRASSED ?

LAST ATTACK NUMBER
THIS WEEK 1
LAST WEEK 7
TWO WEEKS AGO 5
A MONTH AGO 6
TWO MONTHS AGO 3
THREE - SIX MONTHS AGO 7 -
MORE THAN SIX MONTHS AGO 1
TOTAL 30

- Did you sustain any injury ?
Of the 30 women who vere sexually harrassed, 12 sustained

injuries.

oo/l
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11
t bruises and lacerations in their private parts.
t infections/STD
8 psychologically affected

mple fracture of left arm.

12 injured, 3 got pregnant and produced children.
from the table

also be noted/that several harrassments became

equent and it seems the relationships became more

y and permanent. So what may start off as harrass-

n develop into a viable love affair.

HOW CASES _HAVE BEEN HANDLED

0f the 30 harrassments, only 9 were reported, 21
were not reported. It is only cases where the
person harrassing is a workmate or immediate boss.
Harrassments inflicted by overall boss were never
reported. It is definitely obvious that these
women didn't have an avenue to air their complaints
since it was the overall boss harrassing them.
Infact the 5 women who were harrassed by the overall

boss were all sacked.

POSSIBLE PROTECTION AVAILABLE

It is difficult to get protection for victims of
sexual harrassment. As ecarlier explained, the
inflictor is always in an influential position

and agc seen from the reporting record, very few

cases go beyond the walls of venues of infliction.
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Presently there is no specific law in Uganda outlawing
sexual harrassment. Even the newly debated Bill of Code
of conduct does not incorporate any single provision for

sexual harrassment.

Questionaires were also given out to 40 housegirls, 8
from the 5 political divisions of Kampala.

TOTAL NUMBER OF QUESTIONAIRES.

DIVISION YES NO REFUSED

MAKINDYE 4 2 1 FEARED PUBLI-
CITY. HER EM-
PLOYER WOULD
AUTOWATICALLY
KNOW SHE WAS THFE
ONE W10 SUPPLIED
THE INFORMATION

RUBAGA 6 2
CENTRAL 3 5
NAKAWA 6 2
KAVEMPE 8 0

[ TOTAL 27 12

In these 5 divisions 27 housegirls suffered violations,
12 did not and 1 declined to disclose information.
It seems that any house helper is at the mercy of every

family member of the family in whose employment she is

(See table)
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PERSON WHO INFLICTED VIOLENCE NO. OF TIMES
EMPLOYER/BOSS 14
EMPLOYER'S VIFE 2
EMPLOYER'S SON 2
EMPLOYER'S BROTHER a
EMPLOYERS OTHER RELATIVES 1 (NEPHEW])
OTHER PEOPLE A(3AUNTS
AND NEI-
GHBOUR
TOTAL 27

Employers vary from bachelors, married men, spinsters,

widows and widowers both literate and illiterate. In
their households, the employers normally have their families
both immediate and extended. They are also exposed to
people who visit the family. Normally the employer is
the husband or the man in the home. It is him or his
wife who allocates work to and pay the housegirl, but
sometimes children and other relatives also allocate work
to the housegirl. Her conditions of work are always
determined by the employer. There are hardly any formal
contract of employment/service. Employers prefer to

use girls who speak their local dialect since most of
them are complete illiterates or are Primary 7 drop outs

whose parents have failed to pay their school fees.
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Some houscgirls stay in the same home with their ecmployers

and others commute to their places of work.

The research revealed that house girls are not only subJéch
to sexual harrassment but also to physical, psychological

and other abuses.

NUMBER TYPE OF ATTACK
1 PHYSICAL
SR
7 RAPE
—
5 DEFILENENT
4 PSYCHOLOGICAL
1 ATTEMPTED RAPE
1 ' LOCKING OUT OF THE
HOUSE
27 TOTAL l

Of the 11 physical violations, 10 were becatings some

R

coupled with threats of diswmiasal and insults and the
other one was standing in a basln'of water for one (1)
hour. There were 7 rapes and one of them was coupled
witlh beating. Of the S5 defilements, one was coupled >

with sexual assault (touching of the breasts).

cees/AH
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TYPES OF _INFLICTIONS & INFLICTORS

NUMBER OF TIMES

PERSON PHYSICAL | RAPE | DEFILE- | psy- ATT- | LOCKED
CHoLO- EMPTED] OUT OF
CAL RAPFE HOUSFE

ENPLOYER/
BOSS 7 5 - - -
RNPLOYERS '
VIFR 1 - - - -
RNPLOYRRS'
SON - - - - 1
ENPLOYERS '
BROTHER 2 - - - -

.
RNPLOYERS (NEP-
OTHER W)
RELATIVR - -

1 d - -
OTHER 1 1
PROPLR AUNT NEI- - - -
: GHn-
oUR
RO’
CAUSES

Of the 27 violationns these were the causes as given by

the Respondents.

11 Physicals.

1. He says it will make me work bhetter & nol brenk hin

2. I had cooked food in away he didn't like.

3. He alvays wants to bosa me around.

He ‘'wanted me

to firon his trousera but ! did not know how lo.

..../46




10.

11.

16
I'm still new and from this village.
I asked him to pay me my wages owing for the last
3 months.
She said I had put on a tight dress and 1 wanted her
husband to look at me.
She accused me of having sexual intercourse with her
husband but I wasn't.
I burnt the food.
Hle wanted me to be chased away because he said he
'Naturally hated me'.
I had mistakenly told his girlfriend that he had gone
away with another.
He said 1 was slow to understand and alwayes says ldo
my work badly.
‘Standing in a basin' I had burnt his shirt and cooked

the meat for the visitors without his permission.

Of the 7 Rapes.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

He wanted forced sex (later hlp wofe beat me up because
she was annoyed that he had slept with me.)

My Boss wanted continuos sex with me.

He was drunk.

They wanted to have fun with my body.

Not stated.

Not stated.

He wanted to use me against my will.

L ¥ 4
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0f the 5 Defilements

19. Hle wanted sex.

20. He wanted to sleep on me.

21. Not stated.

22. He was taking advantage of my tender age. He was
using undue influence.

23. He was taking advantage of my tender age and using

his position as my Boss.

Of the 2 Psychological violations.

24, She brought me from the village after P.7 under pretext
that I was going to continue studying but instead
made me housegirl.

25. She brought me to Kampala two years ago and decieved
me I would continue studying. She instead used me
as a housegirl and even refused to pay me. She wanted
cheap labour.

26. He wanted to sleep with me against my will.

The locking out of the house.

27. He wanted me to sleep with him but I refused.

When all these answers are analysed it can be seen clearly
that the employees of these housegirls just want to take
advantage of the situation to sexually abuse thewm. 1t

is also clear that the girls themselves are aware of their
plight but then they really don't have much cholice in

the matter.

-0-0/48
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MAGNITUDE
Of the 27 housegirls violated, none got any injury
which resulted into a scar. HHlowever, there were
other occurances such as two pregnancies, one of
vhich when the housegirl informed the Boss he dis-
missed her without pay and denied paternity.

The other pregnancy resulted into a miscarriage

due to psychological stress. One rape also resul ted

into contraction of a venereal discase for which
the housegirl had no money to treat. One beating

resulted into one housegirl fainting.

1I0W_CASES HAVE BEEN HANDLED.

Of the 27 violated housegirls, only 10 reported,
17 hid not. Of the 10 who reported,
- 6 were physical assaults
- 3 were rapes
- 1 was attempted rape.
Of the 17 unreported cases the following were the
reasonsg: -
1 - No. who should I report to. Who will listen
to my case.
2 - No. Because he is his brother so he would
be biased and would think i am lying to him.
3 - No. Because her husband who I would have told

also knows they owe me money.
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49
ﬁo. I want to give him a second chance before
I po to the R.C.s.
No. Because she was housing me I feared I
would have no shelter.

No. Because I feared to lose my job,

s e i vt o o

No. Because 1 feared to lose my job.
No, Because I feared to lose my job.

No. Because I feared to lose my job but all
the same when his wife found out about it
she sent me away.

No. Because 1 feared to lose my job.

Of.the Defilements.

11 -

12 -

13 -

No. 3ecause 1 feared to lose my job,

No. Because 1 feared he might beat me and
chase me away.

No. Because I feared him.

No. Because later I fell in love with him.

Of Locking out of the House.

15.~- No. Because I feared they will think I am
agair ;t their son.

Psychological

16.—- Ho. Not stated.

eees/50
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Gencrally reasons for refusal/ommission to report all
centre around a 'FEAR' espucially the fear to lose the

Jub as evidenced by 8 of the 17 women.

Of the 10 reported cases reports were made to:-

PERSON NUMBER
RESISTANCE COMMITTEE(R.C.) 1

FRIEND 2

MOTHER 2

FELLOW HCUSEGIRL . 1

MY PARENTS 1
EMPLOYERS MOTHER 1
EMPLOYERS BROTHER & SISTER 1
EMPLOYER 1

8 CATEGORIES OF PEOPLE 10 TOTAL

As evidenced by this table no single case was reported

to the Police. Only one ended up with the R.C.s and

and as we all know these R.C.s are residents in the locality
and they are people whom these employers may have an in-

fluence.
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WHAT WAS DONE AFTER REPORTING.

Mother - 1 -~ Nothing. She told me to be more careful

and to stick there because I need the money.

!
N
I

Friend Nothhg -~ she told me to work harder.
- 3 -~ She told me to be careful lest I can be
bewitched by my Boss' wife.
— 4 -~ She advised me to ignore him lest I lose
my job but I feared to stay so 1 ran away.
R.C. -~ 5 « He was summoned but he denied.
- 6 -~ Nothing - However, I left the place to go
and work elsewhere.
My Parents--7.-- They chased me away from home and later
I got a miscarriage.
Employers
Hothér -~ 8 - He denied but he has never done it again.
Employers
Brothers &

Sisters - 9 -He was questioned and warned.

Employer -~ 10 ~ He chased his brother away.

Of the 10 reported cases only 3 were punished.

4:5 POSSIBLE_PROTECTION AVAILABLE.
All these violations suffered by the housegirls
are crimes which are punishable in law. Ve have

already explained the available remedies for Rape,
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Defilement and Physical Assault cases. It is only that
these remedies are not readily availed to these housegirls
and since there is hardly any Police intervention, it

is therefore difficult to prosecute the offenders.

4:6 There is therefore no effective protection for

this category at all.

I N S T I T U T I O N S

In addition to housegirls, 80 questionaires were given

out to school children in 4 institutions with each institu-
tion getting 20 questionaires and/::eae. 52 answered posi-
tively to suffering violence, 24 didn't suffer and 4 refused
to respond. The institutions approached were One Primary
school, one Secondary school, one Institution of Higher

learning and one University with ages ranging from 6

- 30.

TOTAL NO. OF QUESTIONAIRES.

INSTITUTION YES NO REFUSED DIDN'T
UNDER-
STAND

PRIMARY SCHOOL 12 A a

SECONDARY SCHOOL 15 5

HIGHER INS.LEARNING 13 7

UNIVERSITY 12 8

TOTAL 52 24 4
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All questionaires were answered by students/pupils in
and around Kampala. Of the 52 violations, 19 were beatings
9 defilements, 9 sexual harrassments, 4 psychological
4 indecent assaults, 3 verbal threats, 2 attempted rape,
1 attempted murder and one robbery. (see chart below)

for types of violations.

TYPE OF ATTACK NUMBER
BEATINGS 19
DEFILEMENT 9
SEXUAL HARRASSMENT 9
PSYCHOLOGICAL 4
INDECENT ASSAULT 4
V?RBAL THREATS 3
ATTEMPTED RAPE 2
ATTEMPTED MURDER 1
ROBBERY 1
TOTAL 52

WHO INFLICTED THESE VIOLATIONS
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WHO INFLICTED THESE VIOLATIONS ?

INFLICTORS PRIMARY fRGOND- HIGHER UNT-

scHooL SCHOOL LEARNING VER-
SITY

HUSBAND 1

MAN/BOYFRIEND 7 6

FATHER 1 1 1

STEP MOTHER 1 2

BROTHER 2 1

SISTER 1

AUNT 1

LECTURER 1 1 1

IN-LAWS 1 1

TEACHER 1 A 1

STUDENT 2

HOUSE BOY ]

HOUSE GIRL 2

STUDENT 2

HOUSE GIRL 2

HOUSE BOY 4

UNCLE 2

ARMY MEN 1 1

A MAN' 2

OTHERS 3
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of the 19

55
beatings.

- 10 were plain.

- 1 was

- 1 was

- 1 was

chair for

- 1 was

coupled with insults.

coupled with locking outside the housec.
coupled with student having to do without a
aweek.

coupled with tearing the victimsdress.

-~ 4 coupled with threats.

- 1 was

coupled with attack using a gun.

Of the 9 defilements.

- 5 were plain.

- 3 were incestons.

- 1 was

coupled with indecent assault (touching of

breasts & private parts).

O0f the 9 sexual harrassments.

-~ One involved hard labour at school.

- One involved false reports to parents and the Headmaster

about the students progress and failing 2 tests.

- One involved continuos failing of tests and public

embarrassment before the whole class.

- One involved false reports to the Headmaster which

resulird in a suspension.

- four involves verbal threats to fail exams.

~ One involved unlawful detention for immoral purposes

and false reports to higher authorities.
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Of the 4 indecent assaults.

- 1 was coupled with forced lesibianism (By a group of
fellow students).

- 2 involved touching the breasts and private parts.

- 1 involved attempted forced kissing and the holding

of victim's hands behind her back and squeezing them.

0Of the Psychological attacks.

— 1 1involved overworking the child and denying him foo.
locking

- 1 involved/the child in the house alone going off with
the key and returning just before the parents returned.

- 1 One involved intended denial of school fees twice
resulting into being chased away from school for
non-payment of fees.

~ 1 invdlved a school girl being intentionally being
put on the pgroup of suspected pregnant girls thus

having to undergo a medical checkup (she was found

innocent).

Of the 2 Attempted rapes.

- 1 was coupled with slapping.

- 1 was coupled with unlawful detention for immoral

purposes.

Of the 3 verbal threats. - All were plain.

- The attempted murder involved strangling the girl
unsuccessfully.

- The Robbery was coupled with beating.
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4:2 CAUSES

Of the 19 Beatings

1.

2.

8.

91

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

19.

--00/58-

I failed some sums.

I reported her to Daddy when she left me in
the house alone.

She hates me because I do better than her
children (my step brothers/sisters) in class.
I always get less than the required pass mark
in mathematics.

She thought I loved her husband.

She suspected 1 was her husband's girlfriend.
I do not know.

I was trying to discipline the kids.

For nothing.

I had abandoned him for another guy.

I was with my boyfriends from school.

He was drunk.

Because of another woman.

I refused to comply with his "demands".
Jealousness.

A disagreement.

N/S.

He thought I was going with another man.
Possessiveness, Drunkardness and so 1 could

be a good "Wife".
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Of the 9 sexual harrassments.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

He

e

He

He

made passes at me and I ignored him.
wanted to befriend me but I refuised.
wants me to love him but I fear.

wanted to have sexual intercourse with me.

[N

Refusing to fall in love with a teacher.

He

wanted to sleep with me.

He wanted sex but I refused.

He

wanted to slecp witn me.

I refused to sleep with him.

Of the 9 defilements.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

He
He
He
He
He
He

My

was curious to see my private parts.

wanted to sleep with me.

wanted to use me.

wanted to sleep with me.

gave me swveets.

said I would like it and it would make me clever.

mother and father were away and he was looking

after us.

My

He

mother had gone on Safari.

wanted to rlecep with me because he said I had

"young blood".
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Of the 4 indecent assaults.

38. Because he wants to use me.

39. Because they were lesbians.

40. I'm not sure,

A41. Because I had jammed (refused) to pick interest in

him,

Of the Psychological attacks.

42. She hates m=2.

43. She has a boyfricend.

A4, She hates me aad I am brighter than her kids (my
step brothers/sisters).

A5. I used to bring my own tablets from home therefore

she hated me saying I was to 'wise' for my shoes.

0Of the 3 verbal threats.

46. WHe claimed I had loved another boy when in actual
sense I did not.
47. 1 was depending on their brother financially.

48. I refused his advise on the guy I was going out with.

Of the 2 attempted rapes.

49. N/S.
50. N/S.

The attempted murder.

51. He took me out for a drink and wanted me to repay

his money by having sex with him but I refused.
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52. Wanted to steal.

Although there is a wide range of causes for the violations,
many of them fall within the armbit of sexual harrassment.
There are a few harrassments by step mothers and housegirls/
boys but a majority of the harrassments are due to a demand

for sexual favours.

4:3 MAGNITUDE.

0f the 52 violated students, B sustained injuries

that resulted into scars.

|

ACT INJURED PART RECOVERY PERIOD
BEATING FACE 1 MONTH

" " A KONTHS

" " 2 WEEKS

" HEAD A MONTHS

" LOWER LIP 1 WEEK

" ARM ' 1 WEEK

" LEGS 2 WEEKS

" HEAD A WEEKS
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Thrce students pgot bruises in the private parts and it
took them 2 days, 2% wecks and 3 weeks respectively to

recover,

One student who was almost strangled got a stiff neck

for 7 days.

One defilement resulted into contraction of venereal

disease.

3 Others resulted into excessive pain for the children

affected.

4:A1 HOW _CASES_HAVE BEEN HANDLED.

Of the 52 violated students, 32 reported, 20

did not.

Of the 32 reported cases.

- 14 were bheatings.

- 6 were defilements.

- 1 was indecent assault.

- § were sexual harrassments.
- 2 were verbal threats.

- 2 were psychological.

~ 1 was an attempted murder.

- 1 was robbery.

Reportings werec made to the following:-
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Reportings were made to the following:-

PERSON NUMBER
FATHER 6
MOTHER 2
PARENTS 2
SISTER 2
RELATIVES 1
ELDERS 2
R.C. (RESISTANCE COMMITTEE) 1
NEADMASTER 1
FRIEND 12
GRANDMOTHER 1
POLICE ' 1

WHAT WAS DONE AFTER REPORTING ?

Father - 1 -~ He told me to pull my socks.

2 - He was beaten and taken to a boarding
school.

3 - He was arrested, detained for 2 days
and then chased avay.

4 - He was arrested and is still at the Police.

5 -~ He beat her up.

6 -~ He protested to the school Head and this

lady was later sent away although not

solely because of my complaint.
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Mother - 7
8
Parents 9
10
Sister 11
12
Relatives 13
Elders 14
15
R.C.s 16
HeadTeacher
Housemaster
Friends 19
20.
21
22
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She cried -~ lle was sent away and I was
taken to a Doctor for a check up.
She told me to ignore her.
Hle was arrested.

They told me to work harder.

She said she would get me another school.
She was sorry, comforted me and put me
in a boarding school, I no longer spend

my holidays there.
Nothing

The in-law was advised to stop saying
such bad things about me,

He was warned.

Nothing much was done since the thieves
were members of the army that had fallen

and were running oway.

The Teacher was suspended and tried.

A staff wmeeting was hdd and she was threate

-ned with eviction from the school grounds.

She told me to accept him so that I stop
falling in trouble.

Nothing.

Nothing.

I was advised to aba ndon him.



Friends - 23
24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Grandmother 31

Police 32

6A
Nothing.
Nothing.
I'e was talked to and he promised to
change.
e was approached but he denied ever
associating with me leave alone knowing

me at all.

My friends hated him and stopped greeting
him. They advised me to avoid him

and if possible to repay his money.

She gave him a hot lecture.

She advised me that all mer are like

that as he might end up taking away

my clothes which he bought.

She refused to intervéne.

She told me to ignore her and to revenge
when I become old.
He was asked to stop harrassment or

else he would be imprisoned.

Of the 32 reported violations, 7 victims were assured

they would not be attacked ngain. 7 inflictors were aérloualy

‘warned not to attack the victims again.
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4:5 As in all other cases of violations, the law is
clecar that these are offences which carry penalties
from fines with imprisonments from 18 months to
life and also death for offences like rape and
defilement. But as secenfrom the analysis, no
serious attention is given to theme violations.
So seriously, there is no effective pyrotection
at all and since there is an element of the inflictor
being in a superior position, it makes it even

more difficult for cases to be followed.

PART FIVE

SECONDARY S OURCES

5:1 (a) FIDA_(U) LEGAL AID CLINIC

Up and until the time of the study, FIDA (U)
LEGAL AID CLINIC had entertained 800 cases of
which 84 (10.4%) were on violence against women,
as indicated by the tables below:-

SUMMARY (d) Table (a)

TYPE OF ATTACK ' NUMBER
BEATINGS 50
SEXUAL ASSAULT 12
DENIAL OF ACCESS TO CHILDREN 11
DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY A
VERBAL THREATS 4
CHASING OUT OF HOME 3
6 CATEGORIES OF OFFENCES ' | 84
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WHO INFLICTED THE VIOLENCE ?
SUMMARY: Table (b)

WHO INFLICTED THE VIOLENCE.

66

PER- DEAT-~ DENIAL DESTRUC- VERBAL CHIASING TOTAL %AGE
SON INGS OF TION OF THREATS ouT OF
ACCESS PROPERTY HOME
TO
CHILD-
REN
HUSBANDS 36 9 1 1 A7
COHABITORS 4 - - 1 - 5
MANFRIEND
?OYFRIENDS - 1 1 2
IN-LAWS 7 1 3 1 3 15
CO-WIVES 2 2
SOLDIERS 1 1
72

WHAT WERE THE CAUSES ?
SUMMARY: Table (c)

WHAT WERE THE CAUSES

PHYSICAL ATTACK/BEATING C (i)

CAUSE

NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS

WOMAN COMPLAINING ABOUT HUSBANDS EXTRA MARITAL
RELATIONSHZIPS (HE HAD ANOTHER WOMAN)

[y
-3

DIDN'T WANT ME ANYMORE & WANTED TO BRING ANOTH
VONAN

HUSBANDS® SUSPICION_OF ANOTHER_LOVE AFFAIR

DRUNKENNESS

ALLEGED WITCHCRAFT

INHERITING FRON_HUSBAND

RESPONDENT_DISTURBED HIS GIRLFRIENDS

INSTIGATED BY HIS RELATIVES

RESPONDENT _TOOK A _SICK KID TO HIS PLACE_OF_WOR

FOUND_HIM_IN BED WITH MY SISTER

BROUGHT ANOTHER WIFE IN HONE

= e =W Wi 0o (N

TOTAL

[42]
o
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c (it) DENIAL OF ACCESS TO CIHIILDREN

CAUSF. NUMBER OF RFESPONDENTS

WANTED TO BRING ANOTHFER WIFE. 8
DID NOT WANT ME ANYMORE.

THEY WERE SAID TO BE CHILDREN OF
THE'CLAN ' AND _NOT MINE. 1

HIS MOTHER WANTED THE CWILD 1

WE WERE IN SEPARATION. HE DID
NOT WANT IT TO LEARN"BAD MANNERS"
FROM ITS MOTHER 1

TOTAL 11

c (iii) DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY

CAUSE NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS

IN - LAWS VWANTED ALL THE PROPERTY
AFTER MY HUSBANDS DEATH. WHAT A
THEY COULD NOT GRAB THEY DESTROYED

TOTAL L)

C (iv) VERBAL THREATS

CAUSE NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS
HE VWANTED CUSTODY OF OUR KIDS 1

HE WANTED ME TO STOP WORKING &
BECOMZ A HOUSEWIFE BECAUSE OF
BEING POSSESSIVE 1

THEY DID NOT WANT ME IN THE MAT-
TRIMONIAL HOME 1

HE HAD ANOTHER WOMAN, HE DIDN'T
WANT ME TO_ INTERFERE

TOTAL A
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c (v) CHASING OUT OF TIE HOUSE.

CAUSE NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS
IN-LAWS WANTED TO GRAB THE

PROPFRTY AFTER MY HUSBANDS 3

DEATH.

TOTAL 3

Of the 50 Respondents who were beaten by husbands, 7
petitioned for divorce through FIDA (U) Legal Aid Clinic.
4 of those have got Divorce, the other 3, cases are still
pending in court. 9 agreed to have a temporary separation
(cooling period) of from 1 — 3 months. They subscquently
joined again.

The remaining 20 married women did not want Divorce nor

did they want their husbands to be reported to Police.

They requested FIDA (U) to counsel their husbands and

they wanted their husbands to give an assurance that they
would not do it again. 4 of them entered into written
agreements to the effect that if they beat their wives
again, they should report them to Police for criminal
charges. However, there was reluctance on the part

of women to petition for Divoi‘ce or prefer criminal charges

against husbands.

Those who were beaten by in-laws were alittle morec willing
to prefer criminal charges if the in-laws repeated the

attacks.

The Respondents who were denied access to children were
advised to apply for custody. 8 of these applied, one
of them has already got the custody and 7 applications

are still before court.

o-u'/69



69
The remaining 3 cases, children were returned to their
mothers in amicable settlements through FIDA (U) Legal

Aid Clinic.

For the 4 cases of conversion and destruction of property,
FIDA (U) Legal Aid Clinic assited the widows to apply

for Letters of Administration from court which they duly
obtained. An arrangement was reached whereby the in-laws
were asked and they did compensate the widows. They

wvere warned that they would be prosecuted if they attempted

again.

The 3 women who had been chased out of their matrimonhl
homes by their in-laws were re-instated through the co-
operation of FIDA (U) and the Administrator General.
(The Government Official in Charge of Deceased Peoples'
Estates). We at the same time helped them to obtain
letters of Administration.

For those who suffered threats, we warned the inflictors

and advised the victims to report to Police.

All in all FIDA (U) Legal Aid Clinic encouraged reporting
crime to Police s0o that justice can take its course.

5:2 RESISTANCE COMMITTEE COURTS.

Ve attended a total of 20 sessions in all the five
divisions of the study. Ve managed only to get
4 cases of domestic violence. Perhaps this was
because some Resistance Committee Courts Officials
especially in Kampala Districts are enlightened
and knew that these courts have no criminal juris-
diction; those who were not aware went ahead and

tried them hence the 4 cases we bumped into.
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2 of these cases were on grabbing of and destruction of
property by in-laws after death of the complainants' husband.
They even beat up the complainant. These people were
ordered to return the property and compensate the complainant.

We Advised them to report the case to Police since it

réi

is a criminal offence. This was done and the 2 gentlemen

are answering court charges although on bail.

The other 2 were on wife beating, one coupled with refusal
of access to children and another with chasing the wife

out of the house at night.

These inflictors were merely cautioned and when we advised
that they could be arrested and charged, the R.C. Officials

and complainants were of the view that they should give
them chance since it was a family matter; the victims

were not willing to report their husbands to Police.

They feared it could result to imprisonment. Thus they

alwavs ask for compensation from the husbands.
On interviews with some R.C. Officials they said that
sometimes they turn complainants away because they believe

that family wmatters should be amicably settled.

5:3 FORMAL COURTS

Formal Courts namely: Buganda Road, Chief Magistrates
Courts, Mengo and Nakawa were visited during court
sessions. We were unable to get any case of domestic
violence or wife beating. We however, got casesn

on defilement which were being heard in open courts.
We got 3 cases in Buganda Ruud court, 2 in NMengo

court and 1 at Nakawa court.
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2 of the Buganda Road court have been disposed/and
the inflictors sentenced to 5 years imprisonment as already

mentioned. The rest are still pending.

5:4 POLICE

Police records were perused irn 4 Police Stations
within Kampala District namely:- Central Police
Station, Jinja Road, 0ld Kampala and Katwe Police

Station.

Central Police Station had 11 reported cases of
wife beating, 2 cases of co-wives fighting and

3 for in-laws destroying property and or converting
it to personal use. On follow up we found out

that all these cases were not prosecuted.

Wives reached amicable settlements with their
husbands perhaps because of fear of apparent
impriosnment on sentencing or for fear of loss

of a bread winner.

For the in-laws, they had been relecased perhaps
they bought their way out. As for the co-wives
(vho were both arrested) their husband begged

the Police to release them and were released.
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At Katwe Police Station, we found no case that fell within
our definjition of domestic violence. At 01d Kampala Police
Station, we found a report of a woman who had beaten a
fellow woman on grounds that she was befriending her boy
friend. The former was not even arrested as this was
regarded as petty women's quarrels. There was another
report by a girl who was beaten by a boy friend and tore
her clothes because he had believed that she was running
another man. This girls case was also dismissed; they
told her to "go and get organised".
All in all they said they accept reports where actual

or grievous harm has been inflicted on the complainant.

At Jinj; Road Police Station, there was 1 case of a wife
wvho brunt her co-wife with boiled water. She laslsztentlon
for 3 days after which her husband intervened and she

vas released. On interview with the husband, he said

he wanted her to learn a lesson within those 3 days.

At the same Station were 7 recorded cases of wife beating
but even these reached an understanding with the husbands

and were arrested but later released.

There were 2 cases of defilement; they said they were
still investigating them before they could charge the
suspects. In an interview with the officer in charge,

he said that they don't receive many cases of violence
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against women, that some women come with petty complaints
which they sometimes ignore and that they only take up

cases where grievous bodily harm has been inflicted.

PART S I1IX

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

6:1 TOTAL RESPONSES IN ALL AREAS OF VIOLENCE

SUMMARY: Table (a)

WHO SUFFERED VIOLENCE ?

TOTAL TYPE OF NUMBER %AGE
NO. PEOPLE THAT
INTER- SUFFERED
VIEWED
80 HOUSEVWIVES 50 62.5%
10 HOUSEGIRLS 27 67.5%
90 WORKERS 30 33.3%
80 STUDENTS 52 65.0%
290 4 catepo- 159 Average
ries of
People 54.8%

159 Out of 290 people i.e 54.8% of those who filled

in the questionaires had suffered violence.
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(b) SECONDARY SOURCES

(i) Lepal Aid Clinic

84 suffered violence, out of the 800 cases
from the clinic. This is 10.4 % of these

people.

(ii) Resistance Committee Court Cases

4 cases out of the 20 R.C. sessions.

(iii) Police Stations.

28 cases from 4 Polic. Stations in a period

of 3 months.

(iv) Formal Courts

6 cases from 4 formal courts in a period

of three (3) months.

It is clear from the findings that violence agoinst women
is rampant in Uganda, but is not evident to the public
because such cases are rarely reported. Even when
reported in a number of cases, no formal punishment is
given to the culprit, therefore cases are dropped in

their early stages.

SUMMARY -_Table_(b)
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SUMMARY — Table (b)

AGES OF RESPONDENTS & LEGAL AID CLINIC CASES.

159 QUESTIONAIRES AND 84 CLINIC CASES = 243 CASES.

AGE HOUSE - HOUSF -~ WORKFERS STUDENTS LEGAL (TOTAL
WIVES GIRLS AID
CLINIC
BELOW
6 1 1
6-10 5 1 6
10-15 7 13 2 22
15-20 2 14 11 5 32
20-25 5 6 12 22 7 52
25-30 22 13 1 24 60
30-35 13 4 21 38
35-40 7 1 18 26
40-45 1 3 A
A5-50 1 1
50-55 1 1
L
TOTAL 243
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It is evident from the findings that young women enmpecially
between the agesw of 15 - 30 suffer violence more than
older people. In many cases unduc influence has been
excrcised over them by people who look after or employ

them.

(d)  Qccupation:
Our findings indicate that any woman can be violated.
Violence has no orcupational boundaries and is not

unique to a particilar group of women.

(e) Inflictors of violencc.

Of a combination of the respondents and Fida Clinic
cases, totalling to 243 violations, husbands have
been the worst inflictors and have done so on 77

occassions.

Boyfriends and cohabitors have inflicted violence

on 28 occassions, in-laws 24 occassions, immediate
Bosses 20 occassions and employers/Bossess 16 occassions.
Other categories of people have inflicted lesser

violence.

(r) Types of violence.

Of a total of 243 violations, 121 (49.7%) have been
beatings. Sexual harrassments have been 28 with

14 sexual assaults, 14 defilements, 10 rapes, 9
verbal thi'eats, 7 indecent assaults and 5 attempted
rapes. Physical and sexual violations are therefore

very rampant.
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Causes

The majority of causes throughout the study centred
on men wanting sexual gratification, women complain-
ing abouvt their husbands extra-marital relations,

men being suspicious about their spouses being

involved with other men and drunkenness.

Of the victims violated, 21% got injuries that
resulted into scars. These injuries took between
one day and five months to heal. Most injuries
resulted from beatings and it can be concluded that
this beating (mainly slapping) since normally done
by husbands and other people close to the victim
was not intended to maim or disfigure her. The
majority of victims were attacked less than two
months before they responded to our questionaires
which indicates that the violence was recent and

in many cases is still continuing.

How cases have been handled.

A total of 54.%% of our respondents reported their
violations to various people. Of these the house
wives rcported 66% of their violations, the students
61.5% and the housegirls and workers only 37% of
violations. Much as the last two groups suffered
alot of violence they did not report most of if |

mainly due to the fear of losing their jobs.
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This shows the degree of undue influence exercised by
Bosses (and in some cases their relatives) over their

workers and housemaids.

Victims of violations reported mainly to parents, Resistance
Council Members (R.C.s) elders, fricnds and to the Fida
Office. The younger students mainly reported to their
parents while housewives, housegirls and workers mainly
reported to the other categorices above-mentioned. This

was because most children stay with and have more confidence
in their parents,. For the other groups it was bhecouse

of the continuation of traditional concept of justice -

being administered through elders and at grassroot levels.

Only 16% pf those reported were punished. This is mainly
because elders and family courts normally settle cases
in a concillatory manner and because most of these inflictors

were not reported to the law enforcement agenciesn.

() What was done after_reporting ?

In 50% of the reported cases, the inflictor was
summoned and the violation discussed and matters
settled. 25% of the inflictors were scriously
warned not to attack the victims again. 22% of
the victims were assired that they woul: not suffer
this violence @gain. However, about 8% of these
cases recurred. In the other 50% of thu-reported

cases, the people reported to merely comisvted the

e
victims and could not offer them much. fiume intervenad =

but gave'up midway,
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HYPOTHESES
Seven Hypotheses were tested.
Women are subjected to violence because:-

(a) They are illiterate and therefore ignorant

of their legal rights.

According to 2:1 (c) we had a variety of
Proffessional women who were quite literate.
They included University graduates and even
Lawyers.

This showr that violence against women is
not promoted by women's illiteracy and thus

ignorance of their legal rights.

Ignorance of legal rights may only to some
extent account for the limited number of

cases reported.

This hypotheses is therecfore acceptable in

a few cages but rejected ir many cases.

(b) They are economically dependent on men.

Many respondents admitted that their incomes were
not enough to sustain them even the University
graduates, Most of the vomen who came. to the
Legal Aid Clinic confessed that if we ﬁreftcred
criminal charges againet their husbands, they
would suffer with children if thebread winner

wvas imprisoned.
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Many respondents were only housewives and were not earning
any income at all. Some said they had nowhere to go
if they divorced because their parents were either too

aged or dead. Others did not want to leave their children .
All in all they all feared social and economic consequences
of reporting their husbands and later alone ddivorce.

The hypotheses is acceptable in most cases.

(b) (ii) They ask for it -~ More of our respondents

indicated that they had never asked for the
violence inflicted on them. Therefore the

hypotheses is unacceptable in toto.

(c) They treat it as_part of marriage life.

Our respondents did not indicate that they treat
violence as part of marriage life. But most of
them feared the social attitude of descerting their

children and or home.

Some respondents pointed out that their religious
sects did not allow separation and or Divorce; you
must stay with husband for life. That they had

to put up with all the odds even when againat their

will. The hypotheses is therefore rejected.

(d) Women in_lower_ class_jobs_are_more sexually harrassed.

Sexual harrassment was more concentrated in middle
and low class jobs i.e msecretaries, clerks and

messengers, lcast in top i officers.
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Therefore the hypotheses is partly acceptable and partly

unacceptable since even in top officers violence persists.

(e)

(f)

(g)

Single_women are more prone_ to sexual harrassment.

From the data collected more singles than marrieds
were scxually harrassed. Therefore the hypothese
is to a greater extent but not wholly acceptable

since even married women are sexually harrassed.

Younger women_are more_prone_to_sexual harrassment.

Most women who were sexually harrassed were between
20 - 35 years. There were a few cases of beyond
farty. Therefore the hypotheses is acceptable.

In the majority of cases but rejected in a few

isolated cases.

Women are sexually assaulted by men vho are known

to them.

The data points at husbands, boyfriends, in-laws,
neighbours, bosses etc. It shows that the proximity
is important in all cases of violence against women,

The hypotheses is therefore accepted.

1) Violence against women is regarded by society
as a domestic affair and of high confidentiality.
Therefore it is difficult to get information
from people especially regarding causes and

magnitudes of the matter.
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2)

3)

1)

5)

6)

6:4

a2
It is difficult to extract information from work places

since; somc Bosses discourage such studies,

The attitude of Law enforcement agencies who treat
such violence not as a crime but as a ddomestic affair

it lacks the seriousness it descrves.

Strict court procedures with exaggerated burden of
proof on the victim reduces the number of cases that

rrach courts.

Open court herrings. This number 3, and 4 discourage

victims from reporting.

Economic hr dships 1limit women to exercise their rights
as they dread being thrown onto streets without shelter

and maintenance.

STRONG_POINTS.

(1) It was apparent that women don't merely take
violence as part of life but are bitter about
it. They are concerned and would like to

find a solution for it.

(2) State interst about the plight of women generally
and in particular government has intervened
and passed stringent laws especially on sexual
offences "having in wmind the impact of the

'AIDS' disease which is now endemic.
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Government is also encouraging women to participate in
economic development so as to be self supportive. This

will no doubt empower women to exercise their rights.

(3) FIDA(U)*'S input has generally raised awareness and
intervened where possible to avail redress for victims

of violence.

CONCLUSTION.

All in all, this research has revecaled that all cateporics
of women in Kampala District, whatever social strata do
suffer violence at the hands of their husbands, re;atives.
parents, lecturem and teachers.

These violations are hardly reported to cffective authori-
ties which would otherwvise take 2 positive action towards
combating them. Even in instances where reports are

made to Police and R.C.s these institutions are insensitive
to these types of violations and little is done ro redress’

the victims.

Covertly the law itself has been to some extent to blame.
Domestic violence or wife beating is not specifically

out lawed; onc has to rely on provisions for assaults

and grievous harm. This omission has been interpreted
that Domestic viclance is not a crime. In nddltion to
that Rape, Defilement, notwithstanding the seriousness

of these crimes, are bailablc offences., Their burden
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of proof which he's on the prosecution is unduly high.
Moreover, they are usually heard in open courts. Victims

indeed get embarrassed and stigmatized.

There is no law which outlaws sexual harrassment. Thus
men have more often than not regarded girls as mere objects

for sex gratification.

To make matters worse S5.150 A of the Penal Code of Uganda
which creates the offence of Adultery specifically provides
that a married man only commits adultery when he has
gsexual intercourse with a married woman. This provision
gives any married man an intrisic right to have sexual

intercourse with unmarried women.

6:5 RECOMMENDATIONS.

Respondents in this study made several recommenda-

tions on how violence could be eliminated:

1. Laws imposing serious penalties should be
enacted. These should specifically address

domestic violence as a crime in itself.

2. That Laws in connection with child custody
should favour mothers vis-a-vis fathersa of
the children.

3. That offenders in addition to serious penalties
should pay damages to the victims.

A. That a Law with serious penaltiecs should be
enacted to deal with girls who want Lo spoil
married women's homes by committing adul tery

vith their husbands.
eeee/BS



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

85
That offenders who commit defilement and rape
should be publicly executed without necessarily

going through courts.

That men who commit rape and defilement should

have their private parts cut off.

That men who sexually harrass girls at places of

work should be dismissed.

That there should be a special place or body where
victims can report such employers and that this

body should have power to punish such offenders.

Most house workers recommended that bosses should

be told and taught how to treat people more humanely.

That in order to avoid wife beating, women should

not get married but instead co-habit.

That the Lsw should be very strict on parents to
look after their children and educate them so that

they do not end up as house servants.
That intervention by elders in cases of violence

should be encouraged.

That women should try to behave themselves in order

to avoid beatings.

That in-laws should nat be allowed to stay with

married couples.
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From these recommendations, it is clear that many women

appreciate that any violence against them is a crime.

They also appreciate that little 1is being done about

it hence their suggestions for stricter penalties. On

this basis we recommend the following:-

(1)

(2)

(3)

(a)

(s5)

(6)

Enactment of a comprehensive law on violence against
women with deterrent penalties and relaxed court

procedure.

Establishment of special courts (family courts)
to handle family matters and cases of violence in

general.

An Ammendment to the Resistance Committee Judicial
Powers Statute to enable them handle some criminal
matters especially wife beating, mistrecatment of

houseworkers and destruction of property.

Resistance Committee Courts should be given committal
powers so that cases like defilement, rape, indecent
assault, sexual harrassment could quickly be attended
to and evidence preserved for transmission to courts

with jurisdiction.

Sensitisation of Magistrates, Judges that handle

these casesn.

Specialised Police training in techniques of
investigation recording of evidence and prosecutions,

of these types of cases.

c-oo./ﬂ?



a7
(7) Trials to be conducted in camera.
(8) These offences should be non-bailable because of
their seriousness.

(9) Divorce laws should be relaxed.

(10) The Women In Development (WID) MINISTRY should
spearhead the struggle of empowering women to attain
a higher level of Education and economic independence.
Parents should be LEGALLY duty bound to educate
all their children. This will reduce exploitation
of child labour so that children are less prone

to these violations.

(11) A code of conduct for employers which should not
only cover corruption but also moral aptitudes.
Public officers who commit such offences should

be forced to resign.

APPENDIX 1

QUESTIONAIRE FOR HOUSEWIVES AND STUDENTS.

APPENDIX 2

QUESTIONAIRE FOR PLACES OF WORK (HOUSEGIRLS AND WORKERS).
APPENDIX 3

TERMS OF REFERENCE.



QUESTTIONATIRE

PERSONAL D ATA

Age of Respondent

Residence

Employment/Occupation

Tribe

s e s s P PR s eI EOSEAEBOLIOEOIOLIOENGSTOS

1. Have you suffered from any type of violence ?

YES

NO

2. Who inflicted this violence ?

Mother

Sister

Father
Brother
Husband
Man/Boyfriend

In-Laws

Others - Specify
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3. How many times have you suffered ?

Once

Twice
Thrice
Four times
Five - Ten

More than ten

4. Vvhen were you last nttacked ?

This week

Last week

Two weeks ago
A month ago
Two =onths ago

-



K

A. Three - six months ago

More than six months ago

5. Where were ybu attacked ?
At honme
In office
At school
Elsewhere -~ Bpecify csecrisecsscsssenrreresas

6. Why were you attacked

7. What type of violence/attack was it ?
Physical assault e.g beating
sexual assault
Destruction or misuse of property but without any
bodily harm to you.
Verbal or written threats
Locking you outside the house/chasing you out of the
house at night.
Preventing you access to your children.

Others - Bpecify cccccceccccsecssscscscscsascscsescs
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B8.a) If sexual assault was it s:xual harrassment at work

place, educational institution, home or elsewvhere ?

b) 1If elsewhere, state where

c) What type of assault was it ?
Unlawful detention for immoral purposes
Sexual intercc rse with a girl below 14 years i
with or without her consent (Defilement)
Indecent assault e.g.
Rape i.e hiaving sexual intercourse with a woman

without her consent.

eesel/3
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9. (a)

(b)

10. (a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

cesal/A

3

If sexual harrassment at work place or educational
Ingsitution - What type was it ?

Verbal threats to fail your cxams

False reports to higher authority

Actual rape

Others — B8pecify cccecccccsccansossssancsvence

Who sexually harrassed you ?

Immediate Boss

Overall Boss

Workmate

Lecturer/Teacher

Head of Department

Dean of Faculty/lleadmaster

Others - specify et ecsscsccsssssesssessssns

If Physical assault, what type was it ?

Beating using a stick

Attock Using knife/panga

Attack using a gun

Slapping

Others - specify veesessccstscsansccncnan s
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What part of the body was attacked ?
Did you get any injury that resulted in a soar?

YES NO

How long did it take you to recover ?
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11. (a)

(b)

(c)

(d) (1)

(ii

.--./5

Did you reporl this violence anywhere ?

YES NO

If Yesn
Where ?

kiders

R.C.

Head of Department

Head Teacher

Matron

Woman Teacher

Friend

FIDA (U} Office
Others-apecify ceverasvees
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When you reported what was done/what happened?

® 60 90 PPV 0 ST IV EEOLEIOILOINIEISIOIE LIS IEL TS

Were you glven any assurance that you would

not be attacked again ?
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) Wwas the offender seriously warned not to

attack you again ?
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(iii) Was he or she punished ?

YES NO

(iv) If Yes, how ?

(e)

(r)

(g)

(h)

(i)

Were you attacked again since then ?
YES NO

If Yes, by who ?
Same person
Different person - specify coiecccecssces
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How many times ?
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What type/types of attack (details)

How do you think you could be protected against

this attack ?



QUESTI ONAILIRE

PERSONAL D ATA

Age of Respondent esssecssseessssscscssacsssesare s

Residence I YT

Employment/Occupation seesccssssesseserssssen s

Tribe teceses e e ss s sesres e st sesses s e ses e s

1.

Have you suffered from any typec of harrassment/

violence at your place of work ?

YES

NO

¥ho inflicted this violence ?

Immediate Boss cessessssssssssssesserssr e e
Overall Boss cecccscsesesessssesssssecnnses
Workmate o

Any other Person
Specify S
@ ® 9 O 0 00 P OO PO OO NP R OO0 OECER PO BN e DN

vhat type of harrassment/violence was it ?
Attempted Rape

Denying you promotion

Giving you a bad written report

Constant sexual demands

False reports to higher authorities

Indecently touching your body

Locking you/Detaining you in the office against
your will.

Any other -~ specify tesscssssessssescsessanas

eeeel2
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4. llow many times have you suffered ?
Once
Twice
Thrice
Four times
Five - Ten times

More than Ten times.

5. W¥hen were you last attacked ?
This week
Last week
Two weecks ago
A month ago
Two months ago
Three - six months ago

More than six months ago.

6. Where were you attacked ?
In my office
In his office
In a workmates office
In the corridors
In the toilets
Any other - specify essccsesvccsessssose
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7. Why were you attacked ?

He wvanted to have sex with me >
He wanted to prevent me from disclosing certain
information.
Hle wvanted somcone of his choice to take up my Jjob.
I had been having an affair with him,
Any other - specify evesscsesvsscvcsoe
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(b)
(c)

(d)

9. (a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

ceeol/A

Did you sustain any injury ?
What part of the body was attacked ?

Did you get any injury that resulted into a scar?

YES NO

How long did you/it take to recover ?

Did you report this violence anywhere ?
YES NO

If No why ?
I feared to lose my job,
Any other - specify cesesesssessecnsns

L R R I N N NN

If Yes where ?

Hiead of Department
Overall Boss

Immediate Boss
Workmate

R.C.

Police

My Husband

My Man’riend/Boyfriend
FIDA(U) Office

Others - specify ccssessescsssossenan

Yhen you reported what wvas done/what happened?
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9. (e) (1) Vere you given any assurance that you
would not be attacked again ?
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(Li) Was the offender seriously warned not to
attack you again ?

(iii) Vas he/she punished ?
YZS NO

(iv) If Yes, How?
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(r) How do you think you could be protected against
such an attack in future ?
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APPENDIX '®'

TERMS OF REFERENCE.

Purpose of Grant

The purpose of this grant is to provide support for Research
into Violence against Women in Uganda as more specifically
described in Attachment 2 (the Program Description) of

this Grant.

Period of Grant

Subject to the provisions of paragraph E below, the effective
date of this Grant is the date of last signature. The
expiration date of this Grant is December 31,1990.

Amount of Grant and Payment

1. A.1.D. hereby obligates the amount of ¥ 2,500 for

purposes of this Grant.

2. Payment shall bc made to the Grantee in accordance
with procedures set forth in Attachment 3A and 3B
(the Standard Provisions).

The following is the Grant Budget. Revisions to this
shall be made in accordance with the Standard Provision

of this Grant entitled "Revision of Grant Budget®,

1. Allowance for Project Staff $ 1,200

2. Interviews at places of work ] 900

3. Transport t ] 250
4. Perusal of R.C., Courts, Police

and Court records ] 15

5. Expendable equipment _8___135

———2:500_

Research Costs

The Grantee shall be reimbursed for research cosnts incurred
in carrying out the purpose of this Grant which are reason-

able, allocable and allowable. Such rescarch costs shall
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be limited to a maximum of Two Thousand Five Nundred
Dollars ($ 2,500) total, and shall be those incurred
on or after %the signing of the grant in furtherance of

the objectives of the Grant.

The only report required is a final report. The final
report should describe the activities carricd out under
this grant, both qualitative and quantitative accomplish-
ments, problems encountered and recommendations for future
action. Ten (10) coples.of this report shall be submitted
to USAID/Uganda at the following address:

Program Officer
USAID/Uganda
P.0. BOX 7007
KAMPALA, Uganda.

The Grantee shall prepare and submit an additional two

{2) copies of the report required by this grant to the
Bureau for Program and Policy Coordination, Center for
Development Information and Evaluation, Development Informa-
tion Division (PPC/CDIE/DI). All documents should be
mailed to:

PPC/CDIE/DI

ACQUISITION

Room 209, SA - 18

Agency for International Development
Washington, D.C. 20523.



