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Secrtion .1, pp. 19
 

Breaking the cycle of infant AIDS
 
OyMomavw,adW"ar R. FEWgs 

In theDext dcade, the number or infants born with 
WV the human imunodefic'ey virus that caus 
AIDSw,1 jump I5- fok2, fo m700,0 in 1990 to 
more than 10 m ,ionin 2000, n to estiates 
tyy the Wodid Heali OrniuadO 0W).most ofr 
ths babies wll be in sb-Sahar Afiica. 

7be tamn "pediatrc AIDS" brir~p to mind Wnants 
dyigi unertaf~hos%as This groin&or infants infeted with WV inould also a 

dai rcmid 	 slto. The primary ow the deadly
spred of HIV isto prevent dlmfo tnth 

sn the firnstp
To utmvnd and addrm the crisis of pr ic 

AIDS, one must first come to tmns with teiueor 
'Women and AIDS," the theme for this year's World 
AIDS Day, sponored by WHO today. 

AD ova the worK infats art eing V 
through their mothers, during eiter prenancy or 
chikfrnh. In many devlopnin count-s , where H-V is 
transmited largely through heterosex omta, 
women am infected at least as fiupntjy as nwr 
Women and didre am also etpoted to HIV-
altlougtmte to amuch kse 	etwi-thrug'zd blood trnfsm 


For these rcasons, AILS inM mM om
tave n 

pric risk bha 	 -- cmn x w m 
and teir cients, 'uck difvn the mnltary, d 
rrn wihb other sexuaUy nnsmite di a 

Some 'projec also target Nood transuesm 
uynems. Stiv ohtrs take a orr-Ua a1p' d,m 
promoting AIDS cduation and sfe mthe 
population,

In theory, pediatric AIDS 	cM also be 
through V~irrng and counseln wvaNo= 
dfcearing age. Howrv., in thed oping wu, 
then an two sevar deterrets to this appmowL mWU 
and the natmi of the counseling mesm. 

Evn t tesofor the virus isprolhbtive. A blood tw 
for the HV antibody os boutU.S $1.50 per 
pawo many dev o uie spend oy S per
Person a yew o0 aD bealh cam Unfortun , i 
Wig MDn o21y r~Jd A Mey "inDUP, Yet in wo= 
wcas of xib-Saharan Aftici, nearty evayovm a~ 20 

Dr. Naf 1Ixuptey a Aahr ofGfiand a 

ffaaLf V' school Cd'p&&


if=",&is d , d d' 
Fa H,my WeMatit.hm 
Senior W" at FM, a o& 

pnnto based in Researib Trhwlqg Park,NC 
qx9Voor AMiLi~n 	 wr i aboWf 

40&d~il counaU 

o= for wom,, in rMny'oMr
 
having babies isfiamental to tbm y. 
This makes counseling an HjV-4ncd woMan 
difficult. 

One of the best for o z wom 
and men about sthrough the family­

~ ni "m~ FAMilyTlax n VRuMs iuzlindy 
I MCOIM. ir

including counseling, distibutin or condoms and 
132iry personnel about sex-Mled ksueLtinr

Tb e W odd Health Ornization recenly pished
82-page of gudelma for m9ana ad dMzid 

helhnd arnily-panning prtmnto woormat 
A Spr=nton sMM in wor. Manwhile, 
the InMaio aned Parenthood Federato has 
been working with its afltepirily on-
Sovernmemal agencies in tor' 125 unm, to
 
dr-elop AIDS educdon rrww in the broad
 
ontext of wnx ua ahh. Its u asy-to-ed bookle,


"Tafing AIDS-A Gd for Coomimity W k.
 
been translat into eight angut .
 

Some untries hav also beun to econ ft
 
uo en t's hmi~y-plantng rys=u io address AIDS 
prerention. In Thailand. for examnple, vwn MIV 
Prik-nc ma iig"pl.eMrPublic Health recently sponsored the woME
 

onwde o cf on AIDS for
 

Conacmhon and HIVIAIDS we tudanmMy 
related but linking convacqptM options with AIS 
prevention izdifficu.. Crrently, condoms am the best 
contraceptives to prowc wom am then Am= 
children from HIV. Howa, in many inetir 
d=W 	 to negotiate with their pmanevwmen lack the pow
about the importanceof condom use. Inaddidmc 
beorWvmAIDS, condoms we rarey used in many
developing countries. Hence, regular condom an 
i,, e a-maor i eavior. •
 

Re0arcr t .,~ e tiona are
m Healh 
testing and &-oping emale-coob-oiled cobUUoapli 
methods that so provide 	protection sins HI 
infection, inclding the eecdvemss of qaptmiddes 
ontaiinn noooxynol-9 and a fermale d a
 

device insced much like a diaphram Ad in
 
place by an outer zAn.
 
'ofMV to childre ak ad t u z .M The koer oal,tkmgh, b to prevft ft spned 

as women inveswtnPCYCM MV Van wnisi 
thru* safer exual behavkr.

Ina future yes, whm you e a bo of an at 
yri from AIDS, remnber the dome of 1990 Wodd 

A" Day. The wope of thist 
srIos drecidy through abette iindemsadinofbow
the AIDS epidemic marasingly afet women and 
their ckkMdre 

http:WeMatit.hm

