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ihe objective of this poper is to cxomine the rclationship
between religious belicds and sractices, on the one hand, =nd
wenograyhic change oa the other. 4 chiiage in popul.tion growth
rote hes an dmpact o the Thoi Covoramont 1y offort iu accuel.ratin
focial and ceoronic doevelonment. Miiland heo b.on enansed in
~ocial mid Lco otiic cevelooment »lans since 2504 3., o Lver,
vacy have ot vocched thoir tarzet. Mir rate of cconemic growth,
in general, hoes been slos: a0 iner.ose i- the imecone por copito
nas oonly booen nwdest. At predent, the dncome per eosita ner anaum
s abdout 3,000-4,000 baht or U.3. § 150.00 - 200.00.
1i we cloo take the incom: distribution and inflatio. rates into
Secouat; we ill certnilly have to odmit that scowomic and socicl
concitions of the acjority of the Mhi 2e0ple hove: not beon
improved. Thore arc several ext racl cod iat.ornel foctors wihdiceh

caus.: v failure of the overmmont s cavelonment pIﬁnsu vy one

of th major isternal foetor. ic considored herce; i.e., the ropid
Wpp rote of populstion rowdh.
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1555 Nfon 4% @y other less develon.d cowrtrics, Thailand hos a rapid
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Pable 37: Sex “roforesce for Chilirin by Sux Corrnosition

of Living Children
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Among thosc who have on cqual number of sons and dauzh*tcers,
the percentage of those in Ban Tam who prefer boys to girls dondine

along with an increcasc in the percentoge of those whe profce fiprls
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boys and that of those who cxprect no preferinec., T Mo Ciue .

village, the percentage of thosc wio prefer hoys to girls and *thooo
who have no preference arisngce None proafer lrls to boys.
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In both villages, it is cvidont thel therc is a preference for sons
to daughters,
As for those who have morc daughters than sons, the majority

tlem express no sex prefence only 31 per cent in Ma Glua Lino ond

@)
=

(V)

S ver cent in Ban Tam proefer boys to girls

Cormpared with the group that hove more sons than doughters, the pro-
ferencc for boys increascs in Ma Glua Kao and decrcoses in Ban Tomg
yet, the majority of them have no sex prefercnce.

It is comcluded thot the majority of the rural people in bodh
villages express no pruxcvcncc for o glvcn sex ; however, 2 sizable
ninority prefer boys to girls, Thus, thera is scnerally o mederake
preferonce for boys among the rural pecple i both villogeo,

The immortance of having o son is morc obvious from the ana iy
of the responses to the question whether it is necessary to have oo
in a fomily. Toble 38 shows thot the sreat majority of the ruaral
pcople, about 82 per cent, consider the two villazes also indicates
that the percentaze of those who think it necessary to hove going i
higher in Ban Tam than in Mo Glua Koo, The difference is consistent

with their difference in sex prefercnce for childrern,

Table 38 & Necessary of Hoving Sons in o Mouily

Lcessity of g /ia} Clua Koo ' THon fam ! Totcl
! e T e e
ne .Vll'lg sons . "N 9 % H I ° c/'_’) t N ¢ /';

Yes ' 83 v 174,07 i2g ¢ 6.9 209 ¢ 8.5
No rt 20 v 18.0¢ 2 1.8 % 22 ¢ Ea0

Don 't knovrt
jel

no angwer ? o 1 7r2* Ao dlel ® A o
Total ¢ lll ' 1OU O 145 100,08 ¢ 2060 100,
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One third of the villegers discpprove of the use of birth control.

Tiec percontoge of disanproval is similority found in other archs hedore
the officinl adoption of voluntary fomily planaingg proframsSe This
inplies that the family planning programs have not rcached the rurd
eeple as cxpeeted, The difference in the two villaszes is rather
2kvious ¢

About 63 per cent of the Mo Glua Koo villagers ¢ approeved of the use
birth control to prevent births or having many children, whercas

only 43 per cent of the Ban Tem villagers did. The diffecrence 13 coile

sistont with thce socicl and cconomic

Pable 39: Reasons for Approval or Disapproval cf Birth

Control Proactices.
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GissinmilariticB,is¢,, thosc in Mz Glue Koo vho cre bevter clucnted

ona betvter off are more likely to cuprove of fondly »loncing oo thosce

n Do Tom who are »oorcr ond less cduected.

3

he reosons for the apnrovel of bhirsh control rie mainly ceonoiic
~ado dinozranhic, ceg., innloquocy in lond holding, difficulty in mnlidng
woliving, hish cost of living, being too poor to have niorc childron.nad
havinm ~lre auy nony children, The reosons for the disapproval cre more
voried, mninly, religious, cconomic, domographic ond frmilicl. Sornc
of thege nre ¢ feor for o sin, desirce to hove children o corn mewd b
50 conpensnte thuoi it sinful acts, to assist them cac to toke care of
viaen in the old age, haviag children to perpetwite  the fomily nome,
hovisg mony children in eose some dic, wenting wore children viqsi an
intention to control births after havines an adequate number, ctc.
The attitud.c toverd birth control should hove an iipact on
vonlen's fertility. Gore thon helf of the wonen in both villases hove
to 4 children (Teble 40). The i Zlua Koo villoges overare o soollor
nmaner of children than the Bon Tom viliorers. Iae Mo 2lus o Shosce
wae opprove of bhirth coatrol temd to hove leoss children thon thoue
wiie @isapprove of it.e In Ban Ton téu cifserence boetween those who
shov approval and those who do not is best indicnted by the percondose
aFf the familics that hoave 7 children and over. About 11 wer cout of

those  who epprove s conpared with 23 per cont of thesc vin iy v

NN 8]

hvee 7 children ond overe In brief, thce Tfovoreble attitudes tow »d

hirth control ~rce nesotively aszsocinted witly the rurcl roon's fertli -
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Teble 40: Attitudes townrds Dirth Control By the Huomoer
of Liviags Childron
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The attitudes could reclly hove a negative impact on the fertility Lo-
vel if the women practice birth control. IBven though the data fron
this survey and othcores sho. that the mjority of the rural peopre 2000
ve of birth control; ticre arc muny problems of and room for PINOLC TS
its timely practicee 10 In ord.r to do so Ffamily planaing or birin con
trol programs must be properly introduced in such o vy thot vy o
not in conflict with the people's mornl and religious beliefs no we 'l
their cconomic and socicl reasonc. dAg the medierl profession cod
the fomily plamning adioinistrators hove been interested in aborsion
oo o means of reducirys the number of wawented children and os 2 tntl
resort measure after contraceptiin foils, A study of thoe rurtl 227, ic

attitudes toword chortion ~ whoether it is o sin or not - is ©hcorelc

necded,
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The responses to the question, © Is abortion to vrovens havin

L)

children congidered n sin or agningt the mornl procent, prohiviting
leing lives ?, shows that 95 and 93 per cunt of the people in i Glun

Koo ond in Bon Tam villoges, respectively, consider cbortion o sin (T
ble 41). Only 4 per ccout of the formcr ond 1 per cent of the latter

do not consider it = sin,

Reasons oMo Glue Koo ' Bam Tom 0 Total
It's a sin 105 eb L34 D2.5 239 33w,

Killing 2 baby or
sperms 83 79.
Toking cway oncts

o
=

chence of being born 16 15, 5 11,2 31 13,0
\ooinst o onoral precept 4 3e 2 1.5 6 2.5
Others . - - 2 1.5 2 0.3
Don 't Ymow, no cnswer 2 1.9 A 3.0 6 20t
Total 105 100,0 134 100,0 239 10C. ¢
It is not o sin 4 30, L 0.6, 2. 2L

"IF she does it wille

ingly™ 3 a 1 - 4 a
It s not yet formed” 1 o ~ - 1 o
Total ‘ 4 n - - A i
Don 't lrow, no onswer, ., 1.8 10 629, 12 e,

[
=
o
(@]

-

O

145 100,0 256 10C .-
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Totnl 11

Anong those who consider it o sin, the mhjority ~ive the reosons thr
“it's o killing of & baby or o sperind ond noainst the noral procoue
Yac rest do not think thnt it's a killing but that it tokoes vy b

chance of being born from those vho ore to be born. A spoll mbivoe: =
who do not consider cbortion o sin give rcacons thot it is nob o oo

25 o baby hos not yet been forned “nnd”’ it io not o sin i the st

coes it willingly'®,
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Tn order to omphasize cconomic justificotion of a married couple in
resorting to abortion after the foilure of o birth control proctice, the
vespondents worce asked 3 “Is it o sin for a poor family thot alrcady have
sony children and docs not wont any more and that has practiced birth
control but failed to resort to abortion®?. . The great mojority of the
villagers otill consider it a sin. - However, as comparcd with the pre-—
vioug questicn, thc percentage of those who consider it sinful is ncevice-
nbly reduccd. In Ma Clus Kno village, it reduced from 93 to 87 por cant
ond in Bon Tam 95 to 83 per cent (fablc 42). This inplics that if on
abortion is donc with on cconomic justificntion in a certnin contcit,
1t becomes nore accoptablc;

The major reasons given by thosc who consider abortion a sinful
~ct, cre similar to the previous responscs ”it is o killing of 2o boby
or sperm ;¥ Vit is ageinst the moral precept.” Among thosce who do
not consider it o sin, aport from cconomic justificnation, the other
reasons given arc that? if it is done by o doctor® or "if it is donc
ofter praciticing birth control®s It can be seen that o belief in min
amd merit could be related to some methods of birth control, Howcver,
it is olso obvious that certain grouns of people nre ready to chonge
their attitudes if cbortion is done with o good reason cnd wycr ncces-
sary circumstances. This kibd peuple?s susceptibitity to ciinge is
siiilar to the people's religioug atbtitudes toword certein occupiticy ie
Any occupation which is their only choice tonds to m&kg thonm  auenab? .

N3
% chonge in their belief or rationalizing thelr doings
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Table 42 : Attitudes toward Ahortion as a lMetlhod of Firth Con'rol

for a Poor Fawily with Many Children.

e g em et ome

feas M a Glua Kao Ban Tam Totol
Astitude — - . v
N % N % N %

~t a3 a sin 7 87,4 128 88,3 225 .9
‘Ihking away one's

c..ace of being

o 15 15.5 15 11.7 30 13.4
"¢i1ling a baby

¢ a sperm" 72 74}1 101 79.0 173 76.9
"Against a moral

wracept! 3 3.1 A 3.1 7 3.1
23 for mother's

n2alth 2 2.1 3 2.3 5 2.2
Others 5 5.2 5 3.9 10 b
Total 97 100.0 128 100.,0 225 100.0
LIt is not a sin ¢ Sade 3 2.1 2 3.5
"They will have

nothing to eat" 2 a 2 a 4 a
'Necessary, already

poor" 2 a 1 a 3 a
"d.ving practi oA

birth controlg ' 1 a - - 1 a
“If it is done by

a doctor -1 a - - 1 a
Total 6 a 3 a 9 a
Don'y know 5 4.5 7 4.8 12 47
No answer 3 2.7 7 4.8 10 3.9
Total 111 100.0 145 100.0 256 100, -
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In conclusion, religicus belisfs and practicng ape fourd to rclated to birth
control yhich, in turn, has an impact on population change. Data from the suryey,
to some extent, confirm some speculative conclusicns of the rescarches who
attempted to study the relationship between religion and population change. One of
these is the hypothesis that the rural people prefer a son to a daughter with an
expectation that he would enter the monkhood and earn religious merits for them.
The present research siows that the rural people have & moderate prgpepence for sons,
However, this preference may be due to some other economic, social and familial
reasons, The research a1§£ ’bnfirms another hypothesis that the moral preccpt of
prohibiting a person to kdll or take lives could potentially detor the rural
people from resorting to a necessary measure, abortion in particular, to prevent
births. This is drastically diffapent from the Japanese who have ugga abortinn
as a method of birth control for several decades.

This research also shows that religious beTicefs and practices of the rurni
people in Thailand vary from region to region, qcpending on their gocial,
economic and cultur. 1 way of life. Therefore, an introduction of the programs of
any kind that might affect the rural people's beliers camnot be universally donec
throughout the country, To ensure of the success, the areal differences ghould be
taken into account,

However, as this research is only a pilot study attempting to investigate the
rural people's recligious beliefs and practiceg reclating to social, cconomic and
demographic change should be carriedq out. Insight into the relationship is most
useful for introducing a program in such a way that it will not jonflict with the
people's values and religious beliefs. It is also helpful ;n making a preliminary
evaluation of whether a specific public or privat, family planning of birth
control program is likely to be successful,

A Total number of cases 1ess than 10.



