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.i~hc objectivc ofj.- this-pop is to eaiothe relationship 
botvvowi reli.,4jous bu)lic17' nid ;racticc~o2 on the om! h-nd, and 

0~~api chan-'; oin the other. Ach-I-i-u in po:)u.tion 2rov,.th 

ratce hLz an iinpa-)ct o-. theo Thai 	 ffcrto~vrmot~ L-1crl.r5n­

Oocia.l CU-d O'CdOP.1-ic ~lm t.]M~ian? has- b.;(-,-,, 
 n'ed11 
rtocial a."nd -C.' .- ic i.:x.cu 	 2504lu: 	 r~vl-m2 XI,>.XVr 

in;c2~rl. asbu. sloi a.i inor. -aso i.- tho i-,a-u ~ cvJ~c 

has only -..io6.ust, At ;r 23-a thbeL i i coiA r cc;-;ita 

~'sabout 3,004,000 baht U.fl ­02. 150 00 200-00. 
If~-.! 	 L,,o tako, the ilncoi. i;2riut' ar-C in±'lzatio - rates inlto 

accouut; we .ili c(.rt:..'i...ly havce to -W,"it tU'hat.' .ck..n-.oic ulnl .,ociaL­

Cu2ito~~jof th.. iijority of th,. '1h-ai ot 


i~zipov.Th ru L-LrL. ocvrlet~ 


lKhxi bu.2,n 

adi~t:nlicou icLLi.ma .. 

caus-., thu-W f,,ilure of thu ovU-mi 's ~uew;u i.~ .Lly, 0110O 

of thd maj or ii;rtlfco j oskrdhre thu 3-a.nid 

dtri 	 a~ other loss de--.vulop)d ccomitriuo. Thui-lad lic-, a 'ida..( 
1;cn opL~ti~o ~rc tAu,. to? WCK c.isodetras 

..- Iu..p t :o~ 1a(''~ .:.i, '.A 	 n 'p :-I-ii 
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2, 

The Govornment, warned by the ,lorld .ank in 1058, r lized the adverse 

economic devQlop*mont. A series of studie)s a. somiiar wore carried 

out and tv.o academic institus for population studies and research
 

were established: o:,.e at Chulalongkorn University, th.e other at 

Mahidol University. The former has extensivcly bowa concorned with
 

a-iide ran.ge of topics related to social, economic,and demographic 

change ((TPSq 1972). The latter focuses on prograx evaluation 

re search. 

iiowever, neither 'of the' institutes hav over seriously studied 

the problems of rapid poipulation groxth in relation to reli-ous 

beliefs and practices. hi kind of research is crucial particularly 

wh. th.,government has declared a policy of fertility roi.uction i:.1. 

1970 in order to rerd uco the pelulation ,:rovtb.. rate from 3.2 to 2.5-1 

por cent por aut by 1975 by advocating a voliuntry family :+l~t:izi.l 

program 

The mai objective of the pro ram, is to r:ducc tho .urtbor 

of live births of Thai woomon during their reproductive, yi,, 

A e:,clJIo in fertility is somehow exp(ected to load to a ,.lo, _.cr 

of popul,.tion growth. This expectationmay not rualiz .-d duc tu a 

positive inturaction betoen birth La-,d death ratoS 1. 

1;\ 

Suchart Prasithrathsinthsint The Im 1 "cc C, i .t th" rc;. .ft i...imI 

between birth' and death rates in family plTjAnig ro ramo and social 

economic deve1opmnt plan.ing," .. .. uc:cus., Vol, 10Jounal. Social 

ffo1,1973, oi. 88-101. 



:.o, 'inc: .. rogram pGnds,, to
FartIh ror the success of. th- fil. 

a great extent, oa the i.villin.noss of th- cou::los to acce.2t P.c 

This, i turn, depenC~ on th coua-ws3 ruli Iouspractice it. 

aziadand its rulation to conAtraception, ap,]rt :f.rom other social 

economic <;reasons. 

the ovurvhelming- majorityThailcuad is a Buddhist cowuitry whoro 

of ito pooplo (about 93 pur cent) are Buddhists. The rost are Mosloms. 

Hindus. the Duddhist's acceptawicoCoiif'ucia-:-s, Christianis andi -Thus, 


of the family plan..ing program is a major dutcrmincat of th) succeUss
 

of the fertility roduction effort. The research \dono by Sicdney
 

differentials in Thail2nd clearly
Goldstein on religious fertility 

Buddhist are the most ft.rtilc as compared with the
shows that thi 

toeaC to marry younai:.er aad
Thai ConfucianIs and I[oslono. The latter 

havi higher furtility at the oarly r.-productive yearn but avrago 
2 

of live births th.:i .uddhisb the uciaue 0.th.i,. 	 Uhcsmaller nwibor 

The N'tional Rescarch 	 Council coaductoJ a A1Alot ,tuc y of family 

3
3Moy fouad

health in Thai Moslem. coR':,'Ix.itius in ;outh .hailM.d 

had fl:tility'thaI
that; in Yala proviacc, the Thai losloms lo-rr 

..tho Buddhists. D)spito thuir lowor fortiJ.ity, 93 por cunt )' 

80 per cent of the mo, c.. id they h d no kaovl'.'-' of wvomen and 


contrceptivo methods.
 

2 in Thail"n. *1&'.,idvncy Goldstoin, fLligious I N.tility"" 
Poi on Studcs Vol.jaIV, "to. 3 pp.325-337­

i~n Thai '-iuli.p30o-itarco O'uvipakit, 	 A io 3uyof Pi,,zily HoL,.1h 


Con nuaities n South Thal id, -Lo:-ort N0o "1
 

Yala Projoct, (Da±a,.kok: lfational Rs.oarch
 

Colvicil, 1969)
 

http:younai:.er


'Tau majority of the couples a luarn norcY&lTh desire totxprrsud 

aboii co-trac tio:!, bUt only a minority ,-iould like tu practice it. 

Spcc-.lations on the reaso is for the, oxisti'ic of to frtility 

-difuoi-nQt ials wore Some of thu so diffor-, in ag,made aro xceo e at 

Y-a rr a,, patern Of a pration of opous .s,divorco and rc-n-rriamev 

variations in foC. diffe.e'ontial forcehealth fccvludity, lL bour parti­
4 

cipation and others. '% fur, no attempt has boon mcv"a to idontify 
t.u reasons for the axist.nJo of the differentials. 

.Ieso rch into th- fc.ctors associated i-th lowor furti'ity among 

sub-populationls, particularly amen. the ethxi.c and rcli ;ious minority 

groups, is important. Iowevcr wiztt io the more si ificant is the 

investigation and wuid rstiaading of the fctctoi's which affect the 

fortility of The groat majority of thu pooplo. It is likely that 

tho programs for fertility reduction to slow do u th -population 

Lrooth rate will besuccossful, if the puo: lo f:iily p i,.,accept ;nr. 

prografis for any r uasons. Thus, a study of ruli ious bolioff uid 

pr&ctie;s of tlih!rat majority of the "oeo.Iol that affect thu rate 

of population jrowth 3hould bu made, 

Trovor 0. Ling; lo one of thu fcw scholaro,. ,ho attempt to identify 

some subtle featuros i:ai Thai Buddhism that may influol-co . ..... 

g'rowth :ad con:trol. Ho points out th-.t Buddhism is disting-uished 

from othor major rolions in that th."r" is no injaiction 

to Buidhis's that "they should multily aid be fruitful'° 

4 C@oldstoin, o..9.t. P.336. 
5 Trovor O "Buddhist Factors it". %pulction 'Groth a d Co.trol 

9rttion21,Pu 0t~tAn..'u.ds. 23 (U%-rch19,69-') pp~p. a Control53-60. 



i,
Yt countrios with -.rpredo iinlatly 3 utd.:. ,J _olatilo, such , 

ThailldinC, Caombodica and 1Burna. t-,.u6d0 to have higl f:-L.-'tilj.ty ratos of
 

40-45 per thousnid. -o t r, must be subtle and. liss obvious
 

fuatures of Buddhist sulture 
.hich terj.d to produc- th. hicgh .f.rtility 

a..ateo
 

.This impolios .that a - investigator should try to study a _qd
 

tuneorqta-ud what thc roli,ion should aVoid doing a.,,
is. 1o analysis 

•hht is basod on simple cross-tabulations of any charactoriotics of
 

rcli.ious obs;.rvcnco and prtacticas w,,thfurtility teasures. .'hen
 

thu aaLalysis fails to produc. any clear rolationahips botlv,on tho
 

reli.,ious charoctristics --nd tiv, f~..rtility moasuros it is orronoous 

to concludi that thore is iio or weak association btwoon rli,--ion 

al,c f1rtili-y. L2 oth-or words, ono should fa- tuidr.­havo adccuato 

stL':din of religion a-,.a, search for the charact.riaitics thazt arc 

most likely to be relwtd ,ith fLrtility mzasureos boforo mqaking thu 

Simt'le croos-tabulations. 

Li.,t.g aft,.r ianking; an observation on Buddhism, pr tLo,7'oa:-x-,bor 

of rjli,.ious f,catur;s t.at; might hvu au impact o4a :oopul:tio.: -.- ­

.-d control. Two of than ar a dosire for sons a,.d thu Bu"'ehi- :;"­

b :.iofs in and pr.:cticuo of fiv; moral pr,.,capts, particularly t~io 

o,."' thrat prohibits zan to co..u-it a kill. or tako livc. The dT.1i10 

r a sona aris,.s frot:i a disire of Thai loentu, pricularly rt al 

oAJU3, to soe at Least a soa ont,,ri.; the moinikhood to -A..:J.i jut 
D%"--'it for them aud himsolf. Such a dosiro cl.' bri:4 about a hiL:. 

ter ility rate.
 

6The kind of resoarch is bost cxomplifid by a rus,-,arch roiport on
The Vortility of Thai 1, 'j by Jh,"K,.ol.noCJ and Visi. Ir


Tnr.situto of Population itudios2 .. cquarc. Rogort 1-os10 (Dia-aakok,

.T.ataiia Paich Proso., 2517 B.,,IE ) pp. 7i-7, , 

http:f:-L.-'tilj.ty


particularly in tho rurral car.as iivkir' a childc otlit rcat!" i~ hi;:h] 

Thc ioaro±its viho .AIsh to have.. at 1Thast oau eoillui~~ tho moukhoc,C in 

thu hig,,h miortality 'aitoar-u aroco tulnd to hzv. a lt'ast t,.o! sonis in 

ca~rc of' &.,o of thoen dico, If tho mortanlity :%x;to dic).inofat th y 

2o .iot realizo it, this could ruoult i.,.. C.rapid po-pulation gro-wth 

rato
 

As f oi' the moral procepts9 ~inv. ar~.uos that~ tho ono that grohibit,,i, 

mLun to commit a killn,; or taku livos cvea potentially havo ran impa~ct 

on famidly pl~:igor birth1 coatrol prccticcs. Tho, beliuf' in thc; 
moral pr ~copt io ru-inforcod by a folk-mythly i Tihdf~ 

LJ..ctsof suf'friii,:: in holl h _xaaf't-r aro roliatu2.' to Cilffomt du;-­

' rcei ofP Ocriousinos of' acto, ouch a boliof' could _otor t~ ic;~ 

~xoof'ro-. p_'atii birth control. 

lloxovcr, Lin,-. -s ,*tuC,.y is bctsud on a roviov., of lit, r.-tur:, a~td 

i,-t:%rpr.*tatjvo statum nto- of '-. ft-v.: v.,ll-.ucatod .3u."dhiot, 110t o-n 

t1_11, rolirpious boli..):fE and przacticcos of th1L rural pooplu in *.th. actu-:0. 

social situations. Thus, his ar, ,umontoi rozvm: . as -::osmiblo uxlana 

tiori.s or hy.Jothexos thrat thisa rwoa-rch aill f'u:t-'thc-'r iinv, ti.,ttu. 

I atu~pi:!~to study Lin!: "oyotei o.- h~ ur for -joziaoj 

thef'olowLCu tu~~w~iu uud o itorviu-w thu, rural voopl o: 

"Do you thinl. v.ho io thu bettcr; auho or a- oon" anad Do you tbhi ..1' 

it io nocessary t,.- have a suti in a fil" ;thi ;;eo'u 

quaritions mjay partly ;.u-caid oA. t11o tio coZ*,ostiof of' thu CiiLxa~ 

th,. family, a question on tho c: o~~ii: of Vd:c chil&> '-n io 

a aocdc ad uscd as a control, variablh in th,u ani-ialysio. 

3)uchaact "zai1ah~:t f:~o;;o
Tho Thfc of '5j. or :rr 
ta. ltC1?Ir,.n on fi:rtility Lovuld o.f 15o Tllrdi. on in th-.:ui r~< 

'arnathibodi, Vol. 3 No. 4j 2515 D. --o.113-155 



Table 36 shows that the majority of the rurcCL pooplo express no 

se- .rofroc_ but onf third of th pr. f r boys to .. h 

Dan Tam villagers in the 17orth diffeor from those: "i ..na Glua Kao 

villa-:e in the IorthoLCst ill thalt ovor onc-third of the foi-nor as 

compared with belovi oac-fourth of the latter said they proferr6d" boys 

to -;ris. Clearly the former prefer having sons to dau1ghterso 

,ho prefer having daug;hters toFurthermore, th. percentage of those 


sons is hi gher in PIa Glua Kao thnn in Ban Tam.
 

Table 36: Sex Preference for Childron
 

Mao Tarn TotalSox Prof,'oncc j Ha Glua Ban 
- .. ... ...... ........ ... /
"" .............. .... ...... ....... 


boy t 23.2 39.0 32.2 

girl 9.3 5.3 7.0
 

o .rif,-roace 67.5 55.7 60.8
 

Total 1M100.0 -100.0 

a
i iubor 8 6 a aa 113 199 

Controlled for the effect of the actual sex composition of the 

children in the families, Table 37 illustrates thiat azmon thoso xho 

have -moro sons tha dauLhtors, slightly ov,.r two-thirds -.If 1a Glua 

Kao villagers express no sex preforence.. The percentajo of tho ,o 

who profor sons to d:u:hters is oqual to th,.t of thoe: W;ho prefer 

the opposite. Their profereico diffuro orom that of th: fia.: . Tam 

villagers in that only12 por cent of the l.Vvter prfc',r girls to boy 

,r,:u:48 por cent prufr tho opposite and half of thum hLivo 0noprof or 

Total number of c,'sc ar le ~u 10. 



. ;..cix.J ..-, h: C4'qthoso 	 h SOLIS "3IO.AT''cS; . who ivc iLE 

villa :ors u otrnyr :0-'I:i , h?.iex-ress a pr~ocoicr 	 d ,htor,-.-i. 

the IEa Gua Kao. 

Tablu 37: 	 'oex jr,:ro icu for Cl iIr.:;n by -.I:- CJn-.osition 

of Living Childro 

Ma Clu; . ) 	 -lIao Trm 
~30,4 Cornpsition o r..oonoitl x2rocJctK 

. . 1 - , ... - .	 . . - . I .. -.11- - .. I. . . . ;:.-	 T 

.V.."oy'.. I Io1 1,,; 1 N 'Doy Girl -IIo 

M]oro boys i15o4 :15.4 69.2 100.0 3948o0 2,0 50.09 100040 

40.0 5.0 55.0 100,0!20Boys=Girls .23.1 !76,9 100.0 13 

More Girls 31.0 3.4 65.6 100.0 2934.8 4.7 60.5 100,0 
- I Ia1 

All Boys - - a 

All Girls " - - -...­

a a a 3 a a a a ' No Child a 


Don't Know a ' -- -- a i - a a 4./
no asnwer 

Total 23.2 9.3 .67.5 i00.0 86.39.0i 5.3 55.7 100.0; l., 

Nlunber 20 8 581 - i86!44 6 63 -

Among those who have o.n equal number of sons and daughtcrj'. 

in Ban Tam who prefer boys to girlr d<.Lir'the percentage of those 

along with an increase in the percentage of those whc proJ:e: f_.L , 

to boys and that of those who exproc no in i1 - _ 

village, the percentage of those who prefer boys to girls and h 

who have no preference aric'.s. None prfor to boys, 

a Total number of cases RrJ_3 t(W.,).,, 1O.",.IU 

http:86.39.0i


In both villages, it is evident thla-.. thnerc is a prcferonce for sono 

to daughters.
 

As for those who have i:.ore d-ughters than sons, the majority 

cf themn express no sex prefence only 31 pcr cent in Glua-a L.',co and 

35 ier cent in Ban Tam prefer boys to girls. 

Comparod with the group that have more sons than daughters, the pru­

ference for boys increases in Ma Glun Kao and decreases in Ban Tam; 

yet, the majority of them have no sex preference. 

It is co:cluded that the majority of the rural people in both 

villa.<,s express no preference for a given sex ; however, , sizabl.e 
minority prefer boys to girls. Thus, A.1, m.,wor;-. is ourlya moeor.-te 

preferonce for boys c(r.ong," the rural people in both villlge,.,oe' 

The i portance of having a son is more obvious from the anali,..i 

of the responses to the question whether it is necossrary to have r, :; 

in a family, Table 38 shows that the groat imajority of the, . ral 

people, about 82 per cent, consider the two vill.aes also i:A:icatus 

that the percentage of those who think it necessary to hy.ve sons i
 

hi<.1her in Ban Tam than in Ma Glua Kao. The difference is consistent 

v,-th their difference in sex pr'uforcnoe for c'iildron1, 

Table 38 N,ecessary of IIavin; Sons in a P,m~ly 

T.cessity of ,Ma Glua Kao >n Tam To . 
having sons i N 

Yes ' 83 ' 74.0' 12E 86,9 ? 209 1 16 

No f 20 ' 18.0' 2 1.8 2 q 

Don 't Imow I 
' 
no,10 8 7 17 .3 L i,'12 

ITo0tl 1 l1. 100. C 1435 1.00.C,~ 24 0, 
~~~~.........-..-..-...-...--
 . . -. . ,. . . - -.. ---.-..... 



of the use 	 of birth co.,n1trKl,,COne third 	of the villagors disaptprove L', . .. - IDf r, ... . ... 	 -L, -.. 

roun. 	 oeThe fpercontago of disapproval is -Coularityin othe.or for( 

Thisthe officia.l adoption of voluntary faiily 

::..ios that thc family planning programs have not reached the rural 

"-eople as expoctod. The aifforence in the two villages is rather 

).vious 
Tbout 63 per cent of the Ima Glua Kao villagers approved of the use 

birth control to prevent births or having mny children, whereas 

only 43 per cent of the Ban Tarn villagers did. The difference is ccn­

sistent with the social Lnd economic 

Table 39: 	Reasons for Approval or Disapproval of Birth 

Control Practices. 

Reasons for. ... F~~oval or Disa-pproval ,I1c, GluaIT....}f.. Kao .. ' Ban*+-.. Tam.. }".. . . To... tal '[ [[ 

Itpd -oy-ed*... .70 ' 63.1' 70 ' 48.3' 140 1 L Ar7 

-3rcityof Land, 
difficult to mrako a living 
rA: high coot of living... 
Alruady po jr. 
£JIrac.uy had too many children 
')thr 
.Don't lvznoQ, no awoer 
Totl.. .................... 

28 
24 
13 

4 
1 

70 

40.0 
34.3 
18.6 

5.7 
1.4 

100.0 

7 
41 
15 

5 
2 

70 

10.0 
58.6 
21.4 
7,I 
2,,9 

100,0 

35 
65 
28 

9 

140 

2,2 
44..8 
19, 3 

6.2 
2 ,1 

10O0 

.iU..r-)roved
To takeo cro of parents andi 
to York for the fmily. 
To continue the farmlily line 
just in case some die 
Will adopt birth contr'l" Lf­

%.A 

1 

4 

3.2 

12.9 

8 

4 

lj 3 

8.2 

80 

9 

8 

3 

10,0 

ter having an adequate 
ber of children 

nmun­
5 16.1 3 6.1 8 10,0 

It's a sin wanting children 
to acquire merits 
Afraid of -etting i'ck 

on-' o'wr n'" a.mor' ". 'N 

12 
2 

38°7 
6 5 

19 
3 

38.8 
61 

31 
5 

l 

38,7 
6'3 

no,) 

Total 31 100.0 49 100.0 80 l000 
on't 16o 
H -o answer 

> 8 7.2 15 10.4 2
6........."52.1 9-"

.6 

~Joal-...... .1lL 100, 0 145 100.0 256 1(, 



Isiilari t ,h .t-,Ls ,i -) so iav tho r r -r 

16D btcr off emr moru likely to a-.Frov of f1ily 3Lna.-L:, t- -n. t700 

-'n JDa:. Tam 1:.) are pourer ad l Clcatod. 

The rueasons apo-rval birth . 7 e i.cfor the of cintrol :ely o.o: 

d ::o.ra.hic, e.g in-a.toc1..cy in la:-d hldiidJ' !if:iclty i ma-It­

ivirnjjp 1 hih cost of livin, bein. too poor to .iave,,, more ciZidre:l..aJL 

aley nny children. The ruasons for tho disapr--'val ar e 

, inly, rcligiouo, econoic, deo:-gor-phic and f:(Ymilial, '3:c, 

*f th(:se are : foar for a sin, desire to have chiilYren to ean mar: , ' ; 

to com-pensaite the past sinjful acts, to assist them a LdtotkecO r ~ 

thcm in the old ae, havi-i children perpetuate the f:7,iJ.yto *__.: 

h...vi..j i:rimy chaildn in ca.sc some die, x;antin' more children v .i an 

intontion to cotrol births after havin- an c.duqua:te number, etc. 

The attitud.s tol.'ard birth control should h-,ve an i p,act Oil 

v:omn s fertility. ldorej tiun half of t. xzo:.en. in both villarus l.ave 

.1 to 4 children (Table 40). The 'a 7-ua Mao i,ll s.... 1r 

Lrof children than the Br arivl sri.IHailu:: Kn. hoo c 

"<*v<' approve of birth control tend, to hav, loss children tha" -I--" 

uo....pTr ova of it. In Brn Tan th. differnco be!twen thse vchu 

s,. - a-mroval and thoc xiho do n.,)t is best "iiclatd by V""-

T-the families that havoe 7 childremn rnd over. About 13.'or clnt of 

thre who ,pprove is compared with 23 or contf hoe ,.h2 di':p: ,c 

h:ve 7 children ad over0 In brief, tlh favorable attitudes to ,,1" 

brIth control are nc,-atively asEsocr t;t-C. - it.. t . rurcal . L 
" l t.L " 

,ity, 

i.,,.Ti 1aitu of Po)ulation S3udius, ::1. ' . Urbui P.ua 7 :,n 
h. 1..7 ..... 8 a '...Pn0 0'r'!03. (... an(Ru.cCompossiv Co. Ld., 3.'2 "c.c.r ~S ia~o 



Table 40: 	Attitudes tovr.rdu Lirt,..- Control y tl c:. . 
of Liv.-.: C2ih ron 

,'*6'*M.ftitudos ' O5 1 2' 3 5- f '7 + 	 r 

Ta Gl1a Kao 9.0 27.9 34.2 18.0 4.5 643 100.0 11 
ipo .... 8.6 28.6 37.1 15.7 2.9 7.1 ]00,0 70 
Dr pprovo 6.5 29.0 32.3 19.4 6.0 6.0 31 31 
Don 't ]mow,
 
no aswer 20.0 20.0 20.0 30.0 10.0 - 100.0 10
 

Ban Tam 55 31.0 24.2 19.3 13.8 6.2 100.0 145
 
?'hJrove 2.9 31.4 20.0 25.7 11.4 8.6 100.0 70
 

Disapprove 8.2 32.5 26.5 10.3 22.5 100.0 49 
Don It lovow, 
no aswer 7.7 26.9 30.8 19.2 3.8 11.5 100.0 26 

Total 7.0 29.7 28.4 18.8 9.8 6.3 100.0 256
 

The attitudes could really hc.ve a neo ttivc ipact on the fertility 12­

vol if the women practice birth control. Even though11 the data .... 
this survey Lnd otl:jrs sho.: that the rzr.jority of the rural :Doo le .;;" 

ve of birth control, there are mrny pro]e:,s of mud room for 2. 

its timely practice. 10 In orCe.r to do so .amily artiin- c irt eon 

trol programs must be proveorly introduced in such ,".may t!Wtt W'V.Aoy ,.," 2 

n.ot in conflict with the people 's moral and ..cli-"ious b'"li"f'r .....­

,istheir economic coild social reason, A th modicalpoe] 

th_ family planning adinistratrs have ben intoested i ab.rtion
 

...a means of rcducing the nu-mber of uiiw.-ntod children and as a 

resort me,sro after contracepti )n fail,. A study of th,. rurl . . 

attitudes 	toward abortivn - ahother it i. L. sin or not - is "iu:.n:: 

needed. 

10 Suchart Pracithrathsint , Fa.nly Planning of the Rur,'l 'c.::a 

in Thailand, ;:Jourial of Soci..- .T-i us., Vol.9, No . ''" 
pp. 63 - 71. 



The responses to th2 question, Is abortion to proven% .:vin"
 

children c:no-idered a. sin or -'"ai"-s the morl prcept, prohibitin_
 

takinc lives ?, shows that 95 and 93 per cent of the people in "Li 
 (-lua
Kao and in. B:a Tam villages respectively, consider abortion a sin (Ta­

ble 41). Only 4 per cent of the former and 1 per cent of the latter
 

do not consider it a sin.
 

Table 41 : Attitudes to,ard Abortion 

Reasons ' 1a Glua Mao ' Ban Tar v Total 

sin10
It Is a JC > 

Killing rtbaby or 
sperms 83 79.1 ll 82.8 194 813
 
Taking a.&;ay one's
 
nhence of being"born 16 15.2 15 11.2 31 13"0
 
Ark inet 2. moral precept 4 3,8 2 1.5 6 2,5
Others - ­ 2 1.5 2 Of 3
 
Don't knovw, no -nswer 2 1.9 4 3.0 6
 
Total 105 100.0 134 
 100.0 239 100,C
 
It is not a sin 4 3.6 0.61 2.C 
:If she does it will­

ingly : 3 1 aa 4;:It's not yet formed' 1 a - 1 ,
Total 4 a- 4 
";nIt .Ow, no ansywer 2 1.8, . 6.0) 1% 

Tot 1 i 100,0 145 100.0 256 1001. 

Ariong those who consider it a sin, the FYority -ive the rer,.sos hr. 
2:it s a killi-g of a baby or a. s ad -,,.inst the moral proecr)L,: 

The rest do not think t1ilt it's a killing but thi.t it tkes 

chn:,).ce of being born from,. those \.:1o "ru to be bern. A small m.e.:,: 

who do not consider aborti.n a sin give reasons that ;*it is .. . " 

.o a baby has not yet been forr.ied :,nnd i.-.- not a sin if ' . . 

does it viillinLly'-. 

a Total number of cases less th-n .0 

http:chn:,).ce
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In order to emphasize economic just-.ification of a i-m rriC) couple in 

resorting to abortion after the failure of a birth control practieo the 

respondents ire asked : "Is it C sin for a poor famiily that already he 

many children and does not want any more and that has practiced birth 

control but failed to resort to abortion'?. The groat majority of the 

villa.ers otill consider it a sin. However, as compared rith the pro­

viouo question, the percontage of those who consider it sinful is netico­

a-bly reduced. In 11a Glus Kao village, it reduced from 93 to 87 por c:m,-t 

and in Bea Tan 95 to 88 per cent (Tablo 42). This implies that if an 

abortion is done with -n economic justification in a certain contcxt, 

it becomes more acceptable.
 

The major reasons given by those who consider abortion a sinful 

act, are similar to the previous responses ::it is a killing of a baby 

or sperm ;^1 "it is against the moral precept. Among those who do 

not consider it a sin, apart from economic justification, the other 

reasons given are that" if it is done by rt doctor;' or :if it is done 

-ftor practicing birth control:'. It can be seen that a belief in ;in 

av12 merit could be related to some methods of birth control. However 

it is also obvious that certain groups of people are ready to c.Ylane 

their attitudes if abortion is done with a good reason C-nd tuLe.or neccs­

sary circtunstances. This kibd peple's susceptibitity to cha-nge iF 

si:..ilr to the people Is religious .' tLtudes toward certain occu-A.;"--'; 

Any occupation which is their only choice tends to mnake tom alm-0enucbT.'. 

: ,t change in their belief or rationalizi-i tir doing., 
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Table 42 : Attitudes toward Abortion as a Matnorl of rith Con ,'e. 
for a Poor Faimi].y with Momy Children. 

It.d M a Glua 1lo Bmfl Tam TotL-

N C N % N % 

:j' cLng away one' 

c. a ce of being 
"uT 

s 

15 15.5 15 11.7 30 13.4 

"'(illing a baby 
cva sperm" 72 74;1 101 79.0 173 76.9 
"Against a moral 
n: '-cept" 
:'lI!d for mother s 

hea1th 

3 

2 

3.1 

2.1 

4 

3 

3.1 

2.3 

7 

5 

3.1 

2.2 

Others 5 5.2 5 3.9 10 4.4 
Total 97 100.0 128 100.0 225 100.0 

I+E is not a sin 6 .3 2.1 2 3.5 

"They will have 
nothing to eat" 
'Necessary, already 
poor" 

"Hving practi 0 
birth control 

2 

2 

1 

a 

a 

a 

2 

1 

-

a 

a 

-

4 

3 

1 

a 

a 

a 

"If it is done by 
a doctor 1 a - - 1 a 

Total 

Don't know 

No answer 

Total 

6 

5 

3 

il 

a 

4.5 

2.7 

100.0 

3 

7 

7 

145 

a 

4.8 

4.8 

100.0 

9 

12 

10 

256 

a 

4,7 

3.,9 

1008­
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In conclusion, religious beliefs and practices9 are folnd to related to birth 

control which, in turn, has an impact on populat±ion change. Data from the sUrvey,
 

to some extent, confirm some speculative conclusiu:ns of the researches Who
 

attempted to study the relationship between religion and population change. One of
 

these is the hypothesis that the rural people prefer a son to a daughter with an
 

expectation that he would enter the monkhood and earn religious merits for them.
 

The present research dows that the rural people have a moderate preference for sons,
 

However, this preference may be due to 
some other economic, social and familial
 

reasons. The research alc fnfirms another hypothesis that the moral precept of
 

prohibiting 
a person to kill or take lives could potentially detor the rural
 

people from resorting to 
a necessary measure, abortin in particular, to prevent
 

births. This is drastically diff.ent from the Japanese who have useO 
 abortion
 

as a method of birth control for several decades.
 

This research also shows that religious beliefs and practices of the raral
 

people in Thailand vary from region to region, depending on their social,
 

economic and 
cultur, 1 way of life. Therefore, an introduction of the programs of 

any kind that might affect the rural people's beliefs cannot be universally done 

throughout the country, To ensure of the success, the areal differences should be 

taken into account. 

However, as this research is only a pilot study attempting to investigate the
 

rural people's religious beliefs and practices relating to social, economic and
 

demographic change should be carried out. Insight into the relationship is most
 

useful for introducing a program in such a way that it will not conflict with the 

people's values and religious beliefs. It is also helpful in making a preliminary 

evaluation of whether 
a specific public or private family planning of birth
 

control program is likely to be successful.
 

A Total number of cases less than 10.
 


