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SUMMARY RESULTS OF THE HOUSEHOLD EXPENDITURE SURVEYS
 
JAMAICA 19752 1976 AND 1977
 



DEMOGRAPHY'
 

1. 	 The percentage of fe ma Ies in all the surveyed years were 
greater than that of the males. 

P . The percentage of females in most age groups were greater 
than the percentage -f males. 

3. 	 Over 40 percent of the population in the stirveyE:d years were 
below 15 years of age. 

4. 	 Majority of the household heads were nales. In the age 
group 24--54 the percentage of houselholds that were- males. 
were nearly double that of females. 

5. 	 At age groups above 5 year there we e relaLi, .ely more 
female household heads than in the lower aqe groups. 

6. 	 In 1975 the percentage of household heads (41.) who rEported 
as being a non-government employee was largest. In 1976 and 
1977 own account woi ker were the largest group. 

7. 	 In 1976 and 1977 the percentage of hoii,ehold heads; who 
reported being employed by the government was 16 and 17 

percent compared to 13 percent: in 1975. 

8. 	 In a 1 1 the three years Lhe per centage of househo Id heads who 
r-eported agriculture as their occupa.ion was largest and 
were respectively 33, 35 aid 36 percent. in 1975, 19WL and 
1977. 

9. 	 Single member household was the largest household size groLup 
in 	 all the three years. The largest. household size group 

was about ILI percent inconsisting of eight or more members 

all the years.
 

10. 	 Rural households accounted for over 50 percen1t of the 
households in most of the years in Jamai ca in al1 the three 
years, followed by Kingston households. 

ANNUAL EXPENDITURE
 

1 1. In 1975 the mean annua I household expendi ture of the 

clerical and sales occupation group was the highest 

(J$,7212). Self employed in agriculture households had the 

lowest mean annual household expenditure (J$ 2,354). 

12. 	 In 1976 and 1977 the highest mean household expenditur e was 

.. The sample 	 sizes in I'75, 1976 and 1977? were respectively 
" 3,495, 486 and 1,O0 ' households. 



reported by the professio,-nal and administrative occu-pation 

group and was respectively J$ 5,907 ,and J$ 7,000. Self 
emp Ioyed in agriculture househo 1ds had the owL. t mean 
annual household expenditure in both the years ard were less 

than half th;it of the profes'sional and admninistrative group. 

13. 	 Government employees I ,-d the highest: mean arnual househo ld
 
expenditures in all the three years arid the. 01wn account
 
workers had the lowest.
 

14 In all the three years the own account workers mean annual 
expenditure were about half that of the paid government 
employee employment group. 

15. 	 Kingston households had mean arnua I household e.perditut'e 
that were the highest in all the years (31 5,J34 $ 4,H50 
and J$ 5,133 respectively i-, 1975, 1976 a,,d 1977). The 
rural households on the other haiid had about hal f tLhe meal 

annual expenditure of Ki ng,;tuit households in, all the yars. 
The main town households mean annUal 1 household eXpendi tur-e 
were generally in between that of the above two1 gIoups. 

16. 	 Among the eight different household size gr"oups thE highest 
mean annual household expenditure varied across the three 

years. Household size gruups with five members in had tie 
highest mean annual household expenditure in 1975(J$ 4,060) 

and 	1977 (3$ 4,771).
 

17. 	 On a per capita basis the single member households had the
 
highest mean annual expenditure in all the years.
 

EXPENDITURE PATTERNS
 

18. 	 Food and beverages expenditures were the largest in all ;he
 
three years. In terms of the budget shares the food and
 

beverages budget accounted for 4"7 and l9 percent of the mean 
annual expenditure of households in 1975 and 1976. In 1917 
thi_- budget share was about qo percent. 

19. 	 Following the food and beveracles budget share household
 
operation and transportation budget shares were the second
 

largest.
 

20. 	 The health care budget share were the-, smallest in all the
 
th' ee years.
 

21. 	 In general the households food and beverage-. budget shares 
declined with increasing levels of the mean annual 

household expenditures. 

22. 	The food and beverages budget shares were the Jargest across 



the different sample partifions namely, employment status, 
occupation status, Iocatin , househo 1d si ?e and i ,l-olie 

-
c lasses. 


23. 	 Among the lower expend i tu e cuIasses the food arid beverages 
budget share of f .iuseho Id were about 60 percent cif their 
annual household expenditure. 

24. 	 Household fuel budgets sharces were also found to he larger 

among the lower expenditure c Iasses than among the higher 
expenditure classes.
 

P2. 	 The lhousehold operating bud qet shares wer1z subs tanI i a 1y 

higher among the upper expend i ture classes than amiorig the 
lower expenditure clas;ses. !3]imilar patt ern[I was observed 
among households personal care budget shar es. 

26. 	 Health care budget shares was seen to be inure or less the 
same across the different expenditure classes. 

27. 	 Clothing budget shares were seen to he relatively larger 
among the lower expendi ture classes than among the higher 
expenditure classes. The o posite was observed in the 
transpor tat ion budget shares across the e xpend i ture 
classes.
 

23. 	 Across the four employmerit groups Food and beverages budget 
shares were the largest and varied modestly across the fomur 
groups.
 

29. 	 Similar though less proiourced pat te,-ns of expendi tures 
relative to employment status were ovbserved for household 

operating expenses, personal care, health care and 
recrea t ion. 

30. 	 Food budget shares among the occupation groups were also the 
largest, and th.' var iat ion was moderate for Iifferer'. 
occupation groups as well as over the years. 

31. 	 Household operation budget shares were greater among the 
professional and administrative groups, and clerical and 

'- The exoend i ture c lasses were based on the annual 
expenditure of the households. Information on the household 

incomes were incomplete and a result household expenditure had to 
be used to classify households into. expenditure classes. These 

classes consisted of J$ 1,1000 intervals, starting at , 1,000 
and below and with the last class at J$ lC),00Cif. In tlte report 
income and expenditure classes are uLsecd interchaiigeably. 



sales occupation groups in all the years.
 

32. 	 Fuel, clothing and recreational budget shares werr= fairly
 

similar across the occupation groups as wrll as across the
 

years.
 

33. 	 Among the household size groups food and beverages budget
 

shares were the largest and single member household spent
 

the greatest proporcion of their expenditure on food and 

beverages than larger households. 

34. 	 Fuel budget shares of households d i.d 11o t vary not.iceably 

across the household sizes as well es the years. 

35. 	 Household operafing budget shares were smal ler for" larger 

households than for s,,al Ier households. 

36. 	 In all the three location food and beverages bLid(Jet sha,-es 

were the largest but rural households allocated a gi-eater 

proportion of their expenditure on food and beverages than 

households in Kingston or the main towns. 

37. 	 Rural households allocated a greater proporlti;n of their 
Or main townexpenditure on clothing than Kingston 


households. Household operating buidget shares were larger
 

among Kingston and main town households thilan rural
 

househo lds.
 

38. 	 Transportatiori budget sha, es we,e in general large aId had
 

for most types of households.increased over the year 3 

39. 	 Majority of the households fell in low ",Tcome group i .e wi th 

annual incomes less than J$ 0,(:)C0,)." 

40. 	 Across the three years the food and beverages budget shares 

of the low income households varied between 55 percenL in 

1975 t- 48 percent in 1977. In contrast the high in(:oine 

household allocated between 24 percenit (1977) and 31 percent
 

(1975) of their annual expenditure on food and beverages.
 

41. 	 Lower income households also spent a greater proportion of
 

on fuel than higher iIncome
their annual expenditures 


households.
 

42. 	 The high income households spent a greater proportion of
 

their 	 annual expenditures relative to the low income 

care, householdhouseholds on household durable, health 


: Low and high income households refer to 	 househo] ds wi th
 

annual expenditulre less than J$ E1,00) and greater than ]$ 0,000. 

As no ted earl ier househo 1d an-inu a I e>pend i ture was used to 

classify households into the two income groups. 



operations and personal care.
 

FOOD EXPENDITURES
 

t43. 	 Among Jamaican households the value of food produced at home 
was fairly significant, especially so aong agricultural 
households, own a ccunt wro Iher households, 1ow i riconie 
households, lower e>'peidi Lure class households and among 
rural households. 

44. 	 Among the lowest expendit ure class as much as 2t0 perc'ent of' 
the household food experid i tire was accoun ted for by the 
value of food produced at homE. This value had increased 
over the years. 

45. 	 Across the different huusEhuld size groups the value (.-f food 
produced at home was more pronounced among the eight or more 
members groups than among the other household size grotups. 

46. 	 In the rural areas as much as 17 percent of the rural 
households food expenditure were accounted for by the value 
of food produced at home. 

47. 	 Household food budget shares v-ried noticeably across the 11 
different food groups analysed. In all the sample 
partitions and the years meats, poultry and fish food group 
accounted for the largest food budget shares. A modest 
variation in this fond croups budget sha,'e was observed 
across each sample partitiot. 

48. 	Cereals and the starchy roots and tubers btdget shaes were 
the second largest budget shares for most househuld3 and in 
all the years. 

49. 	 Purchased meals or meals away from home budget .hares were 
also la-ge among households with relatively higher mean 
annual expenditure and this budget share was a-ibout the 
third largest budget share for most types of households. 

50. 	 Generally the oils and fats and sugar and other sweets 
budget shares were the smallest in all the sample partitions 
as well as the years.
 

51. 	 The above noted patterns in the allocation of the hoLI eholds 
food budget shares were fairly similar in the va-ious sample 
partitions considered.
 

52. 	 Households purchased inputs ro produce food at home. For 
the three years the values n f i riputs pirchased was about 
three pet-cent of the households annual eX>p-l i ture. 
However, in all the years only a small percentage of thie 
households reported purchasing inputs. 



53. 	 The number of households that reported having at 1epast cire 

member eating a meal away from hc'-re varied considerably 

across the years for the wh I e of 3Jma iCa . In 1975 r)it of 

the 3,1'95 household onL I 1.719 ho:.jeho1cIs repor t ied 

expenditure on mea I s awa.,, Froum hofnr?. figcjurs ' 1976The, for 

and 19'77 were respec tively :?971 and 502 out of Hit. "406 ad 

1,002 household surveyed i, each of the, i.a,-r s 

54. 	 Households spent the mo 0. on luich fotl (,wedc by expediture 

on dinner and breakfast in all the three ycar. 

55. 	 In the three surveyed years the food I ten that. was most 

frequently purchased by hotuseholds was sweetened c(1ndensed 

mi Ik . Other food i tens than were more frequently purc:hased 

than others were rice, w.hole ploCl,-ed chicken, hard doLugh 

bread, flour and margarine in Jamaica. 

INCOME DISTRIBUTION
 

56. 	 The income distribution", analysis indicated that income 

inequality was more prorounti:ed arnongj the occupatior grotips 

and household size groups .han among the employmnent ymoups 

and locations. 

57. 	 The income distribution picture indicated a disir,-ibution 

that was rightward skewed, with 1 percent of the richest 

household receiving about the same amuu11t of income :I, 

received by the poorer 91) percent of the households. 

58. 	 The estimated Gi ni coeffii:il; for 19"75, 19' and IV'7 were 

respectively 0.1492, arid .1159. wi:thO.'I'I9 P 4 Compared the 

Gini coefficient estimated for 1953 (0.5'7b) the newer Gini 

coeffic Lent indicate a mcderate improvement. in the incomme 

distribution in Jamaica."' 

Note that househol d expend i tu,-e wa=. used to 1I: ) y:'y 

household 	income. 

The 1958 resul ts wer ohta i nIed from o th or .lh i c.. U2 r 

utilized 	 simi lar househo ld expendi ture SLI.'Ey Cata arid Was 

conducted 	in 1950.
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