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DEMOGRAPHY
 

1. 	 The 0-14 years age group accounted for the largest age
 
group.
 

2. 	 Over 50 percent of the total sampled population were below
 
35 years of age in Jamaic" in 1984.
 

3. 	 The percentage of females (51%) were slightly greater than
 
that of males (49%).
 

4. 	 About 59 percent of the household heads were males.
 

5. 	 Own account workers households accounted for about 45 
percent of all households" in 1994. The second largest
 
group constituted of non-govrnment employee (36%), followed
 
by government employee.
 

6. 	 The percentage of households whn reported agriculture as
 
their occupation was 32 percent." and those that reported
 
being self in nonagricu]ture was about 17 percent. The
 
smallest group constituted of households heads who reported
 
ttansport and communication as their occupation.
 

7. 	 Rural household accounted for about 52 percent of the
 
sample. Kingston and other main towns households, on the
 
other hand accounted fo. 32 and 16 percent of the
 
households respectively.
 

8. 	 About 19 percent of households in Jamaica were unimember 
households. Eight or more members households were the fifth
 
largest group.
 

ANNUPL EXPENDITURE
 

9. 	 The mean annual expenditure of Kingston households were the
 
highest (J$ 15,452) followed by the mean incomes of main
 
town households (J$ 13,501) and rural households (J$
 
10,108). The overall mean incomes of households in Jamaica
 
was J$ 12,348 in 1984.
 

10. 	 Paid govenrment employee group had the highest mean
 
expenditures (J$ 16,406). The own account worker
 
households, which constituted the largest group had little
 
more than half the mean expenditures (J$ 10,551) of the
 

I. 	 Employment status of the household head was utilized to
 
determine the employment status of the household.
 

U. The occupation ;tatus of households are also based on
 
the occupation status of the household head.
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paid 	government employee.
 

11. 	 Professional and administrative group had the highest mean
 
annual expenditure (J$ 15459). Agricultural households had
 
the lowest mean expenditures (J$ 8,433).
 

12. 	 Households mean expenditures was seen to be an increasing
 
function of houshold size.
 

13. 	 The mean annual expend i ture of eight or more members 
household was J$ 17,423 which was about three timez.s that of
 
the unimember households (J$ 6,199).
 

14. 	 Rural households had mean annual expenditures (J$ 10,108) 
which was about 65 percent that of the mean expenditure of 
Kingston households (J$ 15,452). The mean annual 
expenditure in the main towns was J$ 13,501. A- - s the 
regions the variation in the mean expenditures was less 
pronounced than observed across the other groups in the 
other partitions of the sample. 

EXPENDITURE PATTERNS
 

15. 	 For all groups of households food and beverages budget
 
shares were the largest. An inverse relationship between
 
the mean annual expenditure and households food budget
 
shares was evident for all the groups of households.
 

16. 	 In general aside from the food and beverages budget share 
the nonfood budget shares had positive relationship with 
the mean annual household expenditures. However, fuel and 
health care budget shares varied little across households in 
all partitions of the sample. 

17. 	 In general, within the nonfood budget shares the health care
 
budget share was the smallest and household operation budget
 
share the largest for all groups of households.
 

18. 	 Hosusehold operation budget shares which was the second
 
largest following the food beverages budget shares varied
 
less across different groups of households than he food 
budget shares. 

19. 	 Own account worker households allocated about 49 percent of 
their annual expenditure on food and beverages. The paid 
governem-,c employee group allocated about 38 percent of 
their .,-nual expenditure on food and beverages. 

20. 	 Transportation budget shares were generally the third
 
largest among the nonfood group and housEholds across the
 
employment groups allocated similar proprotions of their
 
expenditure on transportation.
 



21. 	 Agricultural households allocated about 54 percent of their
 
annual expenditure on food and beverages. The professional
 
and administrative group allocated the lowest amount of
 
their expenditure on fool and beverages (41%).
 

2r2. 	 Across the occuaption groups the households operation budget 
shares varied noticeably. 

23. 	 The food and beverages budget shares varied less across the
 
different household size groups than across the other
 
groups. On a per capita basis the larger size households
 
spend less on food than the smaller size households.
 

24. 	 Within the nonfood budget shares clothing budget shares
 
varied the most across the household size groups than
 
across the other types of households.
 

25. 	 Rural households spend a greater proportion of their 
expenditure on food (51%) thar households in Kingston (4'7% 
or the main towns (49%). 

26. 	 The household operation budget shares was most varied across
 
the regions.
 

FOOD EXPENDITURES
 

27. 	 In 1994 an average Jamaican household spent J$ 5,539 on
 
food, which was about 89 percent of households food
 
expenditure. The remaining 11 percent was accounted for by
 
the value of food produced at home by households.
 

28, 	 All types of households allocated the greatest proportion of
 
their food budegts to meats, poultry and fish. However,
 
some variation was observed in this budeget share across
 
households in the different partitions of the sample.
 

29. 	 The smallest budget share for all types of households was
 
the beverages budget share.
 

30. 	 Across the household size groups food budget shares varied
 
less than across other the other sample partitions.
 

31. 	 Across the employment groups food budget shares also varied
 
less. Noticeable difference was observed in the starchy
 
roots and tubers and meals away from home budget shares.
 



32. 	 Expenditure on food by Jamaican households accounted for
 
about 50 percent of the households annual expenditure.
 

INCOME DISTRIBUTION
 

33. 	 The incime distribution of households in Jamaica revealed
 
that 80 percent of the iouseholds accounTted for about 55
 
percent of the total household income.
 

34. 	 The top ten percent of the households accounted for about 30
 
percent of the total household income.
 

35. 	 The Gini concentration ratio (0.4223) estimated for the
 
whole of Jamaica indicated a moderate degree of income
 
inequality in the courtry.
 

36. 	 The degree of in equality in each of the three regions was
 
lower than the inequality observed for the whole of Jamaica
 
as well as that observed for the other groups in the other
 
sample partitions.
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