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1. Introduction 

Food consumption patterns of households are of. great importance for 

policy in developing and developed countries alike. Knowledge of consumption 

patterns of households and how they are determined behaviorally is essential for 

nutrition policy, designing food assistance programs, and, more generally, 

aligning food production and distribution systems to achieve targeted policy 

objectives (FAO, 1970; Orais and Houthakker, 1971; Hassan and 3ohnson, 1976; 

Timmer et al., 1983). 

The purpose of this memorandum is to explore food consumption patterns 

of 3amaican households using the annual 1975, 1976 and 1977 household 

expenditure surveys conducted by STATIN. Expenditures for food are evaluated 

by selected socioeconomic classes of households. The analysis is descriptive. A 

detailed investigation of food demand by households and how households react to 

exogenous income and price shocks is provided in Report #3. This memorandum 

evaluates the variations in expenditures on food, the value of home food 

production and home food production inputs, and meals away from home for 

broad socioeconomic classes of households in Jamaica. 

2. Objectives and Outline 

Home production may be an important source of food to many Jamaican 

households. Of course, home produced food can be substituted for food purchased 

in the market. The value of home produced food in developing countries may be 

large if opportunity costs for labor are low and the population is agrarian. In 

Section 3, the value of home produced and market purchased food is analyzed. 

The descriptive analysis of food consumption patterns proceeds by cross

classifying households using selected socioeconomic features. 
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Total food expenditures by households are influenced by relative prices and 

incomes and also socioeconomic factors. Often food expenditure patterns vary 

by location and time as well. Thus, cross-classifying food expenditures by 

selected socioeconomic features of households and time provides a more 

complete explanation of food expenditure variations among households. Sectio, 

4 explores total food expenditures by five socioeconomic features of households: 

- family size; 

- occupation of household head; 

- employment status of the household head; 

- location (Kingston, main towns and rural areas) of the househij and; 

- income class of the household. 

In this memorandum, total household expenditure is used as a proxy for household 

income. (See Memorandum #3 for an analysis of household income and 

expenditure). Total food expenditures include purchased fo}od, the value of home 

produced food, and meals purchased away from home. 

A third topic, explored in Section 5, is the relation between the value of 

home produced food and the value of home food production inputs. The STATIN 

surveys were not designed to collect detailed information on the home food 

production inputs. However, from the surveys inputs various variables can be 

identified as closely related to home food production. Specifically, expenditures 

on gardening and horticulture and home husbandry inputs were considered home 

food production inputs for this memorandum. Since perhaps not all of the inputs 

identified were utilized by households for food production, the results in Section 

5 should be interpreted with caution. 

In Section 6, expenditures on meals away from home are analyzed. 

Expenditure or the value for meals away from home is analyzed on an annual 



basis by type of meal (breakfast, lunch and dinner) and average cost per meal. 

The five most frequently purchased food items by households are analyzed in 

Section 7. The foods considered in Section 7 are not food aggregates, but 

individual food items most freque. ty purchased by the surveyed households. 

This analysis reveals most frequently purchased foods by household and the 

proportions of household food budgets allocated to these food items. Finally, the 

last section concludes the memorandum. Throughout the memorandum, values 

reported are based on annualized average weekly information reported by the 

surveyed households. 

3. Home Produced and Purchased Foods 

Average expenditures for purchased food (including meals taken from home 

by household members), value of home produced foods, and total food 

expenditures by selected socioeconomic features of households and location are 

describ(!, in this section. Tables, summarizing these estimates, contain shares of 

purchased food and value of home produced food relative to total food 

expenditure or cost. 

Table I reports the average value of food purchased, home pcoduced food, 

and total food expenditures per household as well as the relative shares for each 

survey sample period. Cf the total food expenditure by households, the larger 

share was for purchased food. The value share of home produced food exhibited 

a moderate increase over the three years, 1975-1977. 

The distributions of the value of home produced foods by household were 

highly dispersed, as indicated by their large standard deviations. This dispersion 

in the distribution may indicate variability across households in inputing a value 

for home produced food. Notice that the standard deviations of purchased food 



4 

expenditure were lower relative to their means as compared to average values o! 

home produced food. This high dispersion in the distribution in the value of home 

produced food was generally evident in all tables reported in the memorandum. 

Tables 2 through 4 report home produced and purchased food budget shares 

and total food expenditures by expenditure (income) classes of the households in 

each of the three annual samples. Classes were defined using the total 

expenditure of households (see Memorandum #1 for more detail on total 

expenditure). Observe from Tables 2 through 4 that the share of home produced 

food declined with increased t -Al household expenditure. To illustrate, for 

households in expenditure class $0-1,000, the value of home produced food 

comprised about 20 percent or more of total food expenditure in all the survey 

years. In contrast, the average share of home produced food for all years was 

less than 5 percent for the households in the highest total expenditure class. 

Home food production for households with lower incomes was much more 

important than for higher income households. 

Home food production appears to be more important for larger than for 

smaller households, with the exception of one member households (see Tables 5 

through 7). Perhaps the larger share of home produced food for the larger sized 

households was made possible by increased family labor. Across the different 

family sizes, the variation in the shares of home produced and purchased food 

was fairly small. A similar observation held for comparisons of relative values 

for the three years. 

The importance of home food production among own account worker 

households is indicated by Tables 8 through 10. These large average shares of 

home produced food for the own account worker households may have been due 

in part to the inclusion of agricultural households in this group. For the three 
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survey years, the own account worker households also had the lowest mean 

income. Clearly, home food production was relatively more important for own 

account households than for the other three higher income employment groups. 

Households were also classified by the occupation of household head. Nine 

different occupation groups were used and home produced and purchased food 

shares were computed. Results of these calculations are presented in Tables 11 

through 13. Households self-employed in agriculture comprised the largest 

percentage of the sample. Home food production more important for thesewas 

households than for the other types of households. For agricultural households, 

the share of home produced to total food varied from 22 percent in 1975 to 27 

percent in 1977. In addition, the agricultural nouseholds had the lowest mean 

incomes. 

The importance of home food production was greatest for rural households, 

followed by households in main towns, and Kingston households. The importance 

of home food production to the Jamaican economy and to food and nutrition 

policy should be underscored, since the sample suggests that over 50 percent of 

the population was rural (see Table 14). The importance of home food production 

in rural households bas steadily increased. 

3. Food Consumption Pattern of Households 

For purposes of this analysis, foods were aggregated into 11 groups. The 

STATIN food groups are: 

- meat, poultry and fish 

- dairy products 

- oils and fats 

- cereals and breakfast drinks 
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starchy roots and tubers 

vegetables 

fruits and fruit juices 

sugar and other sweets 

beverages 

meals away from home or purchased 

miscellaneous 

Tables 15 through 17 report the household food budget shares for the I food 

groups by expenditure class. Certain patterns become apparent on examination 

of these tables. Meat had the highest of the food budget shares for the I1 food 

groups for all years. Moreover, the meat share was fairly constant across the 

income groups. Dairy products and oils and fats .shares were also similar for 

households in the different expenditure classes. Lower income households spent 

greater portions of their food budgets on starchy foods and tubers and cereals 

and breakfast drinks than did higher income households. Higher income 

households had greater budget shares for beverages than lower income 

households. Budget shares for purchased food or meals also were larger for 

higher income households for all years. The purchased meals shares exhibited 

moderate variations during the three years. The miscellaneous food share was 

more or less uniformly distributed across income groups and household types 

(also see Meyers, 1979; Harris, 1964; Cumper, 1960). 

Household Size 

Tables 18 through 20 show the distribution of the hous,'hold food budget 

shares for different household sizes. Meat was the largest food budget share for 

all household sizes and all years. Moreover, smaller sized households had shares 
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similar to those for the larger households, indicating that per capita expenditures 

for meat were larger among smaller households than larger households. 

The dairy products budget shares were fairly uniformly distributed, with 

marginal variations by family size and year. Oils and fats budget shares were 

surprisingly constant 1975 and forin 1977 all sizes of households. A similar, 

uniform distribution was observed for cereals and breakfast drinks. 

expenditure wereStarchy food shares also fairly constant for different 

household sizes. Vegetable shares varied by size of household at higher rates 

than observed for starchy foods. A similar trend to that for vegetables was 

exhibited for fruits and fruit juices, although absolute share values "Vere lower. 

Sugar and sugar product share variations for all years were small. Beverage 

shares showed a trend opposite to that of sugar and sugar products, with smaller 

size households having had larger beverage budget shares. Purchased meal 

shares were generally higher in 
8 

1977 than in the other years and accounted for 

the second largest of the food budget shares. On a per capita basis, smaller 

households spent more on purchased meals than larger households. 

Based on Tables 18 through 20, the general pattern was that smaller 

households had food budget shares that were similar to the food budget shares of 

larger households. However, when the food budget shares of these households 

were viewed on a per capita basis, larger households spent relatively less on food 

than smaller households. This observation .is indicative of economies of scale 

being universally present among larger households in Jamaica. 

Occupation 

Food budget shares of households for the different occupation groups and 

years are reported in Tables 21 through 23. Recall that the occupation groups 

are based on the occupation status of the household head. 
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Meat budget shares were highest across all occupation groups and for all 

years. The variations in meat budget share values across the different 

occupation groups and years were not marked. Dairy food budget shares by 

occupation groups showed little variation in 1975, but varied more in other years. 

Variations "n oils and fats shares were minimal across households of different 

occupation as well as across the yeaes. The budget shares for oils and fats 

generally were in the 3 to 5 percent range. 

Cereals and breakfast drink budget shares for households of different 

occupations and years generally were the third largest in all years. Moderate 

variations in these shares were observed in alt the sample years. Budget shares 

of starchy roots and tubers and of vegetables exhibited a pattern by occupation 

class quite similar to that for cereals and breakfast drinks. Fruits shares were 

very similar in magnitude by occupation group and in all the years. Sugar and 

other sweets shares also had a pattern similar to that of fruit with the budget 

shares for this group the lowest for all household types and all years. 

Consumption of beverages by households of different occupation groups 

was fairly constant in 1975, L.t showed variation and a moderate decline in the 

remaining two years. Budget shares of meals away from horf'e for the 

occupational groups were significant in all years and constituted the second or 

third largest budget shares for all households and in all years. The variation in 

the budget shares for meals taken away from home was perhaps the most 

marked, notably in 1976. 

Employment Status 

The food budget shares of households for the four employment status 

groups are reported in Tables 24 through 26. These expenditure patterns of 

households by employment status, as shown by the estimated budget shares, were 
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consistent with the expenditure patterns of households for the occupational 

groups. Meat constituted the largest of the food budget shares for all 

occupational household classics. Purchased food budget shares were the second 

largest, wi-h variations in these shares across households of different 

employment status more pronounced among the years. 

Location 

In Tables 27 through 29 the food budget shares for the three locations are 

presented. Total food expenditures by location were highest in Kingston, 

followed by main towns, then rural areas. In spite of the variations in the total 

food expenditure, the food budget shares did not have pronounced differences in 

pattern. Meat was the largest of the food budget shares in all locations and all 

years. Purchased meals had the second largest budget shares for all locations, 

and variations in these shares among the years were noticeable. Budget shares 

of households by location for starchy roots and tubers were highest for the rural 

area in all years, indicating the importance of this food group ao rural household 

diets. 

5. Home Food Production and Input Utilization 

To produce food at home, households had to purchase inputs- in the market 

except seeds, labor, land, or animal manure. Seeds from prevous period output 

may have been utilized. Households with cows or poultry utilized manure from 

these.animals as fertilizer. Labor was supplied by household members. Durable 

items, such as rakes, shovels, peaks, etc., may have been purchased in previous 

periods and thus, were not reported in the survey. Water for irrigation was 

available from domestic sources. All these factors are not likely priced and, 
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therefore, perhaps not reflected in the self-reported value of inputs used for 

home production. 

Earlier surveys indicated those home production inputs closely identifiable 

as entering the home food production process. In the present case, expenditures 

on gardening, horticulture, and home husbandry inputs were selected to represent 

home food production inputs. It is likely that not all of these inputs were 

utilized by households in home food production. For example, a part of 

gardening expenses could have been used for maintaining flower gardens or 

lawns. Moreover, if the household did not purchase inputs during the survey 

period week but had done so in other weeks, these inputs were not reported. As 

a result, caution should be exercised in interpreting the results. 

Table 30 -contains total expenditures of households, value of home 

production inputs, and value of home produced food. The results are consistent 

across the years. The average expenditure of inputs purchased per reporting 

household were about 3 percent of the total household expenditure in all the 

years. The value of home produced food was 6 to 7 percent of the total 

household expenditure for the three years. In other words, the ratio of the value 

of home produced food to value of input purchased was about two in all the 

years. Notice, however, the large standard deviations reported in Table 30, 

suggesting variation in these values among households. 

6. Meals Away From Home 

Earlier sections have noted that purchased meal shares in household food 

budgets for different socioeconomic classes, locations, and years were relatively 

large. "able 31 presents an annual breakdown of the purchased meals by meal 

type and related infocmation. Only those households that reported at least one 
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member having had at least one meal away from home are included. These 

subsamples of the surveyed households also are reported for each year. 

The variability in expenditures for meals away from home was 

considerable,l but the average total expenditure per reporting household on 

purchased meals for the three years was generally constant. That is, the 

importance of meals away from home to food budgets over the three years 

remained similar. 

Expenditures for lunch were, by far, the highest among the three meals. It 

was indicated earlier that household breakfast food budget shares were relatively 

high among the II food groups considered. Thus, the low breakfast budget shares 

for purchased meals reported in Table 31 were consistent, since households 

tended not to eat breakfast away from home. Higher lunch budget shares were 

also plausible, since during the day many household members may have been 

away from home. In 1977, the importance of lunch appears to have increased as 

indicated by the high budget shares. This increased importance of lunch was, 

however, relative to breakfast and dinner shares. 

7. Important Foods in Household Food Consumption 

Some types of food were more frequently consumed by households than 

others. These foods when identified should reflect staples in the diets of the 

sampled population. The foods discussed in this section are not food aggregates, 

but individual food items. The survey questionnaire identified over 300 food 

'Since the expenditures on meals away from home by households were 
reported on a value basis, editing procedures applicable in other parts of the 
survey and which involved among other things, checking for quantity
measurement codes price were not thisand range applied to section of the 
survey. 
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items. No households consumed all the different foods identified but many 

consumed similar items. 

The frequency of purchase of the food items is used to suggest the more 

important foods consumed. The top five frequencies were selected and reported 

for the three locations and the three years. It should be remembered that the 

value of purchased food items or the food item budget share relative to total 

food budget share was not used to rank food items purchased by the households. 

For the five most frequently purchased food items, other related statistics are 

presented in Tables 32 through 40. The frequencies of purchased food items 

were, in fact, the numbers of households that reported having purchased the food 

item during the survey week (or two weeks). 

Condensed sweetered milk was the most frequently purchased food item in 

all the locations and all years. Notice further that the numbers of households 

that purchased condensed milk was generally above 85 percent in the regional 

subsamples in all years. However, the average expenditure on condensed milk 

was not the highest. The pther most frequently purchased food items were rice, 

hard dough bread, flour, whole plucked chicken, and salt. For these other items, 

the frequency of purchase varied significantly among the three regions. 

In Kingston, rice was a frequently purchased food item, and its budget 

share was also generally the largest. Rice was an important food item in the 

main towns as well. However, in terms of expenditure share, hard dough bread 

was similar to rice in main towns. In the rural areas, the importance of hard 

dough bread was more evident, followed by flour. The results suggest that in 

Kingston and the main towns, rice and hard dough bread were substitutes for one 

another as a food source for households. In the rural areas, on the other hand, 

flour and hard dough bread were substitutes. Rice was an important source of 
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food in the rural areas, but hard dough bread and rice were more important as 

sources of food in the main towns. In the rural areas, hard dough bread was the 

most important source of food, and flour and rice were of secondary importance. 

Whole plucked chicken was very popular in Kingston and, among the five 

food items considered in the tables, expenditures on chicken were the highest. In 

the main towns and rural areas, chicken as an item did not appear in the five 

frequently purchased food items. This, however, is not to suggest the rural and 

main town households did not consume chicken. It may be that such households 

consumed chicken they raised. 

In the rural areas .the frequency of purchase of salt was high. This high 

frequency perhaps indicates that households in rural areas purchased salt in smaJi 

amounts~ but more frequently. This conjecture is collaborated by the fact that 

the salt expenditure share relative to both the purchased food and total food 

budget shares was generally less than half of one percent. 

8. Summary 

This memorandum has explored food consumption patterns of households 

for selected socioeconomic partitions, locations and time. The associated simple 

tabular analyses have provided some interesting observations. Home production 

of food was seen to be relatively more important among poorer households and 

agricultural households in all the years. Also, home food production was more 

evident for rural households than households in the main towns or Kingston. 

Since over 50 percent of households in Jamaica are rural, the importance of 

home food production should not be underestimated. 

Expenditure shares for food by households showed thai households allocated 

the highest shares of food expenditure to meat. This share was consistently 
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highest for all household types, locations and years. Meals taken away from 

home by household members were relatively large and generally ranked second. 

Low income households spent more than higher income households on starchy 

roots and tubers. Breakfast foods generally constituted the third highest food 

budget share. On a per capita basis smaller families spent more on purchased 

meals than larger families. Thus, economies of scale appear to exist for larger 

households in Jamaica. Variations in the budget shares across the years and for 

the socioeconomic groups suggest that households responded to exogenous 

income and price shocks during the three years by substituting cheaper foods for 

the ones whose prices increased. 

For the purchased meals, lunch was the most important. Value of home 

food production and value of home food production inputs were also analyzed. 

The value of the latter was low, but was consistent across the years. These 

values were, on average, half the corresponding household values of the home 

produced food. Many reasons for this relationship were noted, the most 

important of which was probably labor and land having a low opportunity cost. 

Finally, frequency of food items purchased indicated that condensed 

sweetened milk was the most popular itam among Jamaican households. Other 

popular food items were rice, hard dough bread, flour and whole plucked chicken. 

Rice was more frequently purchased and had a larger expenditure share among 

Kingston households. In main towns and rural areas, hard dough bread, rice and 

flour were popular in frequency of purchase and had large expenditure shares, 

likely reflecting lower incomes or perhaps different preferences and prices. 
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Table I 

Purchased and Home Produced Food Expenditure Shares and Average 
Household Expenditure, 1975, 1976, and 1977 

Years 
Sample 

Size 

Purchased Food Expenditure 

Average 
Expenditure Standard Percent 

($3) Deviation of Total 

Value of 
Home Produced Food 

Average 
Value Standard Percent 
($3) Deviation of Total 

Total 
Food Expenditure 

Average 
Total Standard 
($3) Deviation 

1975 

1976 

1977 

3,495 

486 

1,002 

1,811.29 

1,645.07 

1,437.18 

1,428.90 

1,466.77 

1,139.49 

90.43 

89.94 

88.45 

191.82 

204.65 

187.66 

327.15 

285.22 

296.60 

9.57 

11.06 

11.55 

2,003.01 

1,849.71 

1,624.84 

1,465.98 

1,483.33 

1,158.98 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, 3amaica. 



Table 2
 

Purchased and Home Produced Food Expenditure Shares
 
and Average Annual Food Expenditure of Households
 

by Expenditure Groups: Jamaica, 1975
 

Value of TotalSamole Purchased Food Expenditure Home Produced Food Food Expenditure 

Average Average Average
Expenditure Expenditure Standard Percent Value Standard Percent Total StandardClass ($J) Size Percent ($3) Deviation of Total ($3) Deviation of Total ($3) Deviation 

0-1,000 469 13.42 371.44 192.43 80.23 92.74 102.25 19.77 464.14 213.56 
1,001-2,000 792 22.66 878.63 289.81 
 84.05 166.87 198.79 15.95 1,045.41 289.80 
2,001-3,000 649 18.57 1,439.30 406.02 87.49 205.89 283.34 12.51 1,645.04 396.35
 
3,001.-4,000 448 12.82 1,899.60 
 558.12 89.11 232.44 323.84 10.89 
 2,131.72 563.56
 
4,001-5,000 330 9.44 2,411.139 651.74 91.57 
 221.94 349.25 8.43 2,633.27 656.81 
5,001-6,000 212 6.07 2,716.75 889.70 92.14 231.84 483.05 7.86 2,948.59 922.66 
6,001-7,000 162 4.64 3,150.80 1,040.18 
 92.60 251.75 588.88 7.40 3,402.55 1,244.53
 
7,001-8,000 91 2.60 3,371.80 1,155.96 93.85 220.81 
 500.36 6.15 3,592.61 1,244.53
 
8,001-9,000 62 1.77 3,752.44 1,262.26 93.42 309.27 562.05 6.58 
 4,061.71 1,238.32
 
9,001-10,000 59 1.69 4,007.84 1,643.41 96.48 146.32 
 291.77 3.52 4,153.94 1,724.29 
10,000+ 221 6.32 4,602.64 2,284.67 95.68 207.71 419.22 4.32 4,810.35 2,319.11
 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 
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Table 3 

Purchased and Home Produced Food Expenditure Shares 
and Average Annual Food Expenditure of Households 

by Expenditure Groups: Jamaica, 1976 

Sample Purchased Food Expenditure 
Value of 

Home Produced Food 
Total 

Food Expenditure 

Expenditure 
Class ($3) Size Percent 

Average 
Expenditure 

($3) 
Standard 
Deviation 

Percent 
of Total 

Average 
Value 
($3) 

Standard 
Deviation 

Percent 
of Total 

Average 
Total 
($3) 

Standard 
Deviation 

0-1,000 74 15.23 362.60 167.04 76.00 114.50 104.10 34.00 477.09 179.85 
1,001-2,000 123 25.31 880.91 304.23 83.13 178.79 189.65 16.87 1,059.70 320.40 
2,001-3,000 112 23.04 1,421.73 418.31 86.42 223.45 257.52 13.58 1,645.18 382.69 

3,001-4,000 48 9.88 1,772.92 552.99 81.89 392.15 516.70 18.12 2,165.06 534.20 
4,001-5,000 44 9.05 2,460.08 730.24 93.21 179.33 304.96 6.79 2p639.40 763.44 

5,001-6,000 22 4.53 2,810.54 980.56 92.68 222.00 282.87 7.32 3,032.55 992.05 
6,001-7,000 15 3.09 2,979.47 1,072.69 94.26 181.60 306.86 5.74 3,161.07 1,118.22 

7,001-8,000 12 2.47 3,277.26 1,038.51 91.94 287.43 384.43 8.06 3,564.69 1,158.96 
8,001-9,000 4 0.82 4,216.25 2,230.21 98.82 50.48 49.62 1.!8 4,266.73 2,241.48 
9,001-10,000 11 2.26 3,675.91 2,199./0 97.12 109.12 164.68 2.88 3,785.03 2,198.57 
10,000+ 21 4.32 5,170.91 3,250.69 95.77 228.27 368.96 4.23 5,399.17 3,217.67 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 



Table 4 

Purchased and Home Produced Food Expenditure Shares 
and Average Annual Food Expenditure of Households 

by Expenditure Group: Jamaica, 1977 

Sample Purchased Food Expenditure 
Value of 

Home Produced Food 
Total 

Food Expenditure 

Expenditure 
Class ($3) Size Percent 

Average
Expenditure 

($3) 
Standard 
Deviation 

Percent 
of Total 

Average 
Value 
($3) 

Standard 
Deviation 

Percent 
of Total 

Average 
Total 
($3) 

Standard 
Deviation 

0-1,000 152 15.17 303.57 179.05 74.49 103.96 121.21 25.51 407.53 201.56 
1,001-2,000 267 26.65 755.73 304.04 80.63 181.52 209.94 19.37 937.24 296.53 
2,001-3,000 201 20.06 1,243.25 419.73 84.75 223.69 292.09 15.25 1,466.94 410.29 
3,001-4,uOO 113 11.28 1,686.19 581.64 87.17 248.20 373.42 12.83 1,934.40 564.66 
4,001-5,000 72 7.19 1,975.34 691.08 90.89 197.98 362.79 9.11 2,173.33 723.14 
5,001-6,000 55 5.49 2,446.61 675.72 92.77 190.78 358.65 7.23 2,637.39 748.53 
6,001-7,000 26 2.59 2,974.08 925.27 90.70 304.92 614.54 9.30 3,279.00 940.87 
7,001-8,000 19 1.90 2,798.64 907.29 95.33 137.17 291.60 4.67 2,935.81 911.84 
8,001-9,000 22 2.20 3,077.93 1,235.51 93.83 202.59 436.47 6.16 3,280.51 1,266.82 
9,001-10,000 14 1.40 3,871.29 1,686.82 97.26 109.09 133.89 2.74 3,980.38 1,709.19 
10,000+ 61 6.09 3,647.54 1,195.33 95.91 155.64 356.36 4.09 3,803.18 1,244.43 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 



Table 5 

Purchased and Home Produced Food Expenditure Shares 
and Average Annual Food Expenditure of Households 

by Family Size: Jamaica, 1975 

Sample Purchased Food Expenditure 
Value of 

Home Produced Food 
Total 

Food Expenditure 

Family Size Size Percent 

Average 
Expenditure 

($3) 
Standard 
Deviation 

Percent 
of Total 

Average 
Value 
($3) 

Standard 
Deviation 

Percent 
of Total 

Average 
Total 
($3) 

Standard 
Deviation 

One member 

Two members 

Three members 

Four members 

Five members 

Six members 

Seven members 

Eight or more 
members 

577 

484 

461 

427 

417 

307 

276 

546 

16.51 

13.85 

13.19 

12.22 

11.93 

8.78 

7.90 

15.62 

986.90 

1,448.36 

1,637.59 

1,937.72 

2,104.94 

2,204.41 

2,130.81 

2,445.27 

805.32 

1:,130.91 

1,362.23 

1,390.52 

1,457.44 

1,561.09 

1,417.38 

1,645.04 

90.57 

91.84 

91.32 

91.64 

91.52 

91.20 

89.93 

87.62 

102.78 

128.73 

155.73 

176.91 

195.39 

212.88 

238.58 

345.75 

189.72 

212.94 

312.67 

330.31 

324.88 

305.06 

376.62 

444.32 

9.43 

8.16 

8.68 

8.36 

8.48 

8.80 

10.07 

12.38 

1,089.65 

1,577.10 

1,793.04 

2,114.50 

2,300.06 

2,417.23 

2,369.33 

2,790.91 

821.55 

1,127.22 

1,368.10 

1,407.65 

l,474.69 

1,560.99 

1,409.61 

1,683.37 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey; STATIN, Jamaica. 



Table 6
 

Purchased and Home Produced Food Expenditure Shares
 
and Average Annual Food Expenditure of Households
 

by Family Size: Jamaica, 1976
 

Value of Total 
Sample Purchased Food Expenditure Home Produced Food Food Expenditure 

Average Average Average
Expenditure Standard Percent Value Standard Percent Total Standard 

Family Size Size Percent ($J) Deviation of Total ($3) Deviation of Total ($3) Deviation 

One member 97 19.96 751.34 620.72 84.41 138.78 190.36 15.59 890.12 634.78 

Two members 75 15.43 1,229.22 761.29 91.85 109.02 151.19 8.15 1,338.24 758.22 

Three members 71 14.61 1,520.27 945.76 87.75 212.15 326.80 12.25 1,732.41 977.86 

Four members 44 9.05 2,155.04 1,667.22 94.34 129.25 164.83 5.66 2,284.29 1,659.01 

Five members 52 10.70 1,871.33 1,210.72 90.49 196.63 224.50 9.51 2,067.96 1,182.35
 

Six members 48 9.88 2,546.03 2,749.34 90.79 258.41 
 304.99 9.21 2,804.44 2,723.04
 

Seven members 31 6.38 2,197.70 1,326.07 88.94 27.22 
 396.97 11.06 2,470.92 1,293.45
 

Eight or more 
members 68 13.99 2,117.97 1,389.44 84.72 38i.93 389.88 15.28 2,499.91 1,374.55 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 
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Table 7 

Purchased and Home Produced Food Expenditure Shares 
and Average Annual Food Expenditure of Households 

by Family Size: Jamaica, 1977 

Family Size 

Sample 

Size Percent 

Purchased Food Expenditure 

Average 
Expenditure Standard Percent 

($J) Deviation of Total 

Value of 
Home Produced Food 

Average 
Value Standard Percent 
($J) Deviation of Total 

Total 
Food Expenditure 

Average 
Total Standard 
($3) Deviation 

One member 

Two members 

Three members 

Four members 

Five members 

Six members 

Seven members 

173 

139 

136 

139 

123 

90 

63 

17.27 

13.87 

13.57 

13.87 

12.28 

8.98 

6.29 

847.97 

985.85 

1,382.02 

1,714.51 

1,730.56 

1,678.05 

1,t701.04 

853.93 

853.43 

1,028.76 

1,174.22 

1,153.95 

1,045.55 

1,358.25 

*88.93 

88.27 

89.92 

90.97 

91.14 

88.38 

85.91 

105.08 

130.96 

154.93 

170.18 

168.16 

220.59 

278.88 

185.43 

178.86 

272.17 

240.65 

274.60 

320.04 

342.35 

10.03 

11.73 

10.08 

9.03 

8.86 

11.14 

14.09 

953.05 

1,116.81 

1,536.96 

1,884.70 

1,898.72 

1,898.64 

1,979.93 

874.01 

844.66 

1,078.33 

1,120.97 

1,126.09 

1,068.67 

1,338.82 

Eight or more 
members 139 13.87 1,863.32 1,271.06 84.14 351.24 450.06 15.85 2,214.55 1,263.26 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 



"Table 8 

Purchased and Home Produced Food Expenditure Shares and
 
Average Annual Expenditure of Households by Employment
 

Status of Household Head: Jamaica, 1975
 

Value of TotalSample Purchased Food Expenditure Home Produced Food Food Expenditure 

Average Average AverageEmployment Expenditure Standard Percent Value Standard Percent Total Standard 
Status Size Percent ($J) Deviation of Total ($J) Deviation of Total ($3) Deviation 

Paid government 
employee 463 13.26 2,521.30 1,704.30 94.51 146.44 275.04 5.49 2,668.38 1,732.77 

Paid 
non-government 
employee 1,419 40.64 1,924.81 1,460.59 h4.54 111.32 216.0! 5.46 2,036.05 1,485.53 

Own accounts 
worker 1,348 38.60 1,419.28 1,130.07 82.45 302.22 414.12 17.55 1,721.33 1,241.80 

Others 262 7.50 1,970.42 1,130.07 93.46 137.92 233.74 6.54 2,108.35 1,501.77 

Note: Employment status not reported by three household heads. Sample size percentage based on reporting numbers of 

households. 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 



Table 9
 

Purchased and Home Produced Food Expenditure Shares and
 
Average Annual Expenditure of Households by Employment
 

Status of Household Head: Jamaica, 1976
 

Value of TotalSample Purchased Food Expenditure Home Produced Food Food Expenditure 

Average Average Average
Employment Expenditure Standard Percent Value Standard Percent Total StandardStatus Size Percent ($3) Deviation of Total ($J) - Deviation of Total ($3) Deviation 

Paid government
employee 78 16.08 2,309.12 1,563.05 95.59 106.54 155.13 4.41 2,415.66 1,582.08 

Paid 
non-government
employee 174 35.88 1,601.88 1,175.48 92.96 121.35 252.41 7.04 1,723.23 1,197.10 

Own accounts 
worker 191 39.38 1,331.59 1,550.17 80.37 325.30 298.03 19.63 1,656.89 1,593.32 

Others 42 8.66 2,031.29 1,558.18 91.58 186.83 346.74 8.42 2,218.12 1,584.72 

Note: Employment status not reported by one household head. Sample size percentage based on reporting numbers of 

households. 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 



Table 10
 

Purchased and Home Produced Food Expenditure Shares and
 
Average Annual Expenditure of Households by Employment
 

Status of Household Head: Jamaica, 1977
 

Value of Total
Sample Purchased Food Expenditure Home Produced Food Food Expenditure 

Average Average Average

Employment Expenditure Standard Percent Value Standard 
 Percent Total Standard

Status Size Percent ($3) Deviation of Total ($3) Deviation of Total ($3) Deviation 

Paid government
employee 162 16.17 2,034-55 1,313.21 95.33 99.68 230.57 4.67 2,134.22 1,352.83 

Paid 
non-government
employee 351 35.03 1,513.61 1,153.97 93.95 97.44 202.81 6.05 1,611.05 1,176.87
 

Own account 
worker 436 43.51 
 1,143.44 931.51 79.45 295.83 344.86 
 20.55 1,439.27 983.74
 

Others 53 5.29 1,521.53 1,245.67 90.26 164.24 
 281.71 9.74 1,685.77 1,292.65
 

Note: Employment status not reported by one household head. Sample size percentage based on reporting numbers of 

households. 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 

http:1,292.65
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Table 11 

Purchased and Home Produced Food Expenditure Shares and
 
Average Annual Expenditure of Households by Occupation
 

Status of Household Head: Jamaica, 1975
 

Value of TotalSample Purchased Food Expenditure Home Produced Food Food Expenditure 
Average Average AverageOccupation Status Expenditure Standard Percent Value Standard Percent Total Standardof Household Head Size Percent ($J) Deviation of Total ($J) Deviation of Total ($J) Deviation 

Professional and 
administrative 340 9.85 2,492.55 1,634.39 94.80 136.63 234.77 5.20 
 2,629.18 1,643.88 
Clerical and sales 247 7.15 2,872.55 2,117.38 97.37 77.60 167.98 2.63 2,950.15 2,150.51
 

Self employed in 
agriculture 1,123 32.52 1,187.33 92034 77.83 338.37 406.32 22.17 1,525.'56 1,099.62
 

Self employed in 
non-agriculture 413 11.96 1,910.86 1,367.27 91.67 173.69 367.20 8.32 2,084.39 1,438.44
 

Manufacturing
and related 143 4.14 2,318.61 1,681.93 96.50 84.25 224.40 3.50 2,402.67 1,740.91
 
Services 480 13.90 1,732.09 i,349.98 94.04 109.84 222.00 5.96 
 1,841.80 1,376.42
 

Transport and 
communication 89 2.58 2,494.09 1,811.61 95.95 105.22 228.17 4.05 2,599.31 1,829.41
 

Construction, 
installation and 
repairs 363 10.51 2,096.81 1,163.82 95.31 103.21 189.58 4.69 2,200.02 1,195.84
 
Others 255 7.38 1,608.12 1,056.67 91.41 151.31 
 285.46 8.59 1,759.26 1,126.89
 

Note: Occupation status not reported by 42 household heads. Sample size percentage based on repo)rting numbers of households. 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 
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Table 12
 

Purchased and Home Produced Food Expenditure Shares and
 
Average Annual Expenditure of Households by Occupation
 

Status of Household Head: Jamaica, 1976
 

Value of TotalSample Purchased Food Expenditure Home Produced Food Food Expenditure 

Occupation Status
of Household Head Size Percent 

Average 
Expenditure

($3) 
Standard 
Deviation 

Percent 
of Total 

Average 
Value 
($3) 

Standard 
Deviation 

Percent 
of Total 

Average 
Total 
($3) 

Standard 
Deviation 

Professional and 
administrative 70 14.77 2,461.02 1,555.81 94.79 135.13 226.00 5.21 2,596.15 1,580.18 
Clerical and sales 32 6.75 2,524.05 1,646.33 96.64 87.75 157.49 3.36 2,611.80 1,715.21 
Self employed in 
agriculture 166 35.02 1,023.16 644.12 74.44 351.31 335.61 25.56 1,374.47 795.47 
Self employed in 
non-agriculture 53 11.18 1,964.18 2,449.64 89.56 229.03 275.04 10.44 2,193.25 2,489.29 
Manufacturing 
and related 17 3.59 A,968.43 21449.64 96.57 229.03 275.04 3.43 2,038.25 933.47 
Services 55 11.60 1,487.96 1,568.63 94.95 79.20 111.78 5.05 1,567.16 1,559.06 
Transport and 
communication 17 3.59 1,512.41 813.24 94.36 90.48 109.59 5.64 1,602.89 815.15 
Construction, 
installation and 
repairs 38 8.02 1,810.76 971.28 92.02 157.02 319.04 7.98 1,967.77 1,041.66 
Others 26 5.48 1,361.29 972.16 92.05 1i.59 243.42 7.95 1,478.89 968.43 

Note: Occupation status not reported by 12 household heads. Sample size percentage based on reporting numbers of households. 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 



Table 13
 

Purchased and Home Produced Food Expenditure Shares and
 
Average Annual Expenditure of Households by Occupation
 

Status af Household Head: Jamaica, 1977
 

Sample Purchased Food Expenditure 
Value of

Home Produced Food 
Total 

Food Expenditure 

Occupation Statusof Household Head Size Percent 

Average 
Expenditure

($3) 
Standard 
Deviation 

Percent 
of Total 

Average 
Value 
($3) 

Standard 
Deviation 

Percent 
of Total 

Average 
Total 
($3) 

Standard 
Deviation 

Professional and 
administrative 

Clerical and sales 

84 

62 

8.56 

6.32 

2,183.98 

2,272.55 

1,497.54 

1,556.47 

93.87 

97.'9 

142.65 

63.23 

320.47 

111.47 

6.13 

2.71 

2,326.63 

2,335.78 

1,571.75 

1,571.39 
Self employed in 
agriculture 358 36.49 917.74 649.17 72.53 347.61 335.16 27.47 1,265.34 768.54 
Self employed in 
non-a6:iculture 

Manufacturing
and related 
Services 

135 

31 
123 

13.76 

3.16 
12.54 

1,573.17 

1,709.88 
1,425.07 

1,129.62 

1,331.37 

958.19 

92.01 

94.22 
96.25 

136.68 

104.97 
55.45 

308.60 

217.34 
101.25 

7.99 

5.78 
3.75 

1,709.84 

1,814.85 
1,480.51 

1,201.06 

1,353.99 

970.97 
Transport and
communication 25 2.55 2,422.20 1,247.09 92.58 194.19 432.35 7.42 2,616.39 1,383.94 
Construction, 
installation andrepairs 

Others 
90 

73 

9.17 

7.44 

1,705.21 

1,275.66 

1,10X.77 

1,018.01 

95.72 

94.78 

76.19 

70.19 

126.27 

126.64 

4.23 

5.22 

19781.40 

1,345.85 

1,091.87 

1,012.53 

Note: Occupation status not reported by 21 household heads. Sample size percentage based on reporting numbers of households. 
Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 



Table 14
 

Purchased and Home Produced Food Expenditure Shares and
 
Average Annual Expenditure of Households by
 

Location: Jamaica
 

Value of TotalSample Purchased Food Expenditure Home Produced Food Food Expenditure 

Average Average Average
Expenditure Standard Percent Value Standard Percent Total StandardLocatic Size Percent ($J) Deviation of Total ($3) Deviation of Total ($3) Deviation 

Kingston 
1975 1,144 32.73 2,372.66 1,653.62 

1976 

96.91 75.72 226.51 3.09 2,448.32 1,685.13

123 25.31 2,360.75 1,558.12 96.88 76.08 172.61 
 3.12 2,436.83 1,576.72
1977 277 27.64 1,953.95 1,307.90 
 97.61 47.91 173.15 2.39 2,001.86 1,339.32
 

Main Towns 
1975 487 13.93 1,942.97 1,458.06 
 94.74 107.91 190.91 5.26 2,050.86 1,483.80
1976 69 
 14.20 1,742.03 1,553.42 91.50 161.80 262.56 8.50 
 1,903.84 1,621.09
1977 147 14.67 1,653.56 1,050.04 * 95.75 73.41 141.46 4.25 1,726.98 1,082.54
 

Rural Areas 
1975 1,864 53.33 1,432.36 1,120.17. 83.40 
 284.99 375.41 16.60 1,717.20 1,228.78
1976 294 60.49 1,322.89 1,291.86 83.13 268.49 

1977 

307.86 16.87 1,591.38 1,335.92

578 57.68 1.,134.50 960.95 80.00 283.69 333.57 
 20.00 It418.18 1,030.56
 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 
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Table i5
 

Expenditure Shares of Households by Major Food Type and
 
Expenditure (or Income) Group: Jamaica, 1975 

Expenditure 
Group 

FoodBudget 
Share 

Mean FoodExpenditure 
($J) 

Standard 
Deviation 

Sample 
Size 

Meat, 
etc. 

Dairy 
Products 

Oils & 
Fats 

Cereals, 
etc. 

Major Food Type Shares 

Starchy Vege-
Roots tables Fruits Sugar 

Miscel-
laneous 

Bever-
ages 

Purchased 
Meals 

0-1,000 75.25 464.14 213.56 469 28.92 8.83 4.74 20.48 12.42 9.10 2.69 3.11 3.48 2.87 3.22 
1,001-2,OO 69.82 1,045.41 289.80 792 30.54 8.41 3.88 16.52 11.15 10.01 2.99 2.69 3.61 3.68 6.53 
2,001-3,000 66.89 1,645.04 396.35 649 31.41 8.19 3.31 14.98 9.41 9.83 3.46 2.65 4.15 3.79 8.82 
3,001-4,000 61.69 2,131.72 563.56 448 31.29 8.61 2.94 13.94 9.06 9.72 3.21 2.36 4.17 4.84 9.84 
4,001-5,000 58.89 2,633.27 656.81 330 31.43 8.5" 2.60 14.21 7.84 9.70 3.58 2.39 4.27 5.30 10.08 
5,001-6,000 54.20 2,948.59 922.66 212 31.29 8.60 2.35 12.96 7.44 9.49 3.78 2.23 4.46 6.17 11.23 
6,001,7,000 52.67 3,402.55 1,098.72 162 31.18 8.85 2.09 12.64 7.80 9.68 3.62 2.36 4.10 5.25 12.44 
7,001-8,000 48.18 3,592.61 1,244.53 91 33.31 9.32 2.36 12.42 6.38 8.73 3.71 2.03 4.03 5.19 12.52 
8,001-9,000 47.72 4,061.71 1,Z38.32 62 33.98 8.65 2.13 12.10 6.12 8.78 3.83 2.11 4.54 5.64 12.10 
9,001-10,000 44.33 4,153.94 1,724.29 59 31.00 9.97 2.33 12.97 5.09 8.56 3.86 2.19 4.38 6.28 13.39 
10,001+ 32.07 4,810.35 2,319.11 221 31.02 9.47 1.80 11.48 4.32 8.05 4.64 2.29 4.64 7.73 14.55 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 



Table 16 

Expenditure Shares of Households by Major Food Type and 
Expenditure (or Income) Group: Jamaica, 1976 

Expenditure 
Group 

Food
Budget 
Share 

Mean FoodExpenditure 
($3) 

Standard 
Deviation 

Sample 
Size 

Meat, 
etc. 

Dairy 
Products 

Oils & 
Fats 

Cereals, 
etc. 

Major Food Type Shares 

Starchy Vege-
Roots tables Fruits Sugar 

Miscel-
laneous 

Bever-
ages 

Purchased 
Meals 

0-1,000 77.56 477.09 179.85 74 29.91 8.81 4.41 18.89 15.Z9 8.98 2.66 2.73 2.80 2.01 2.99 
1,001-2,000 70.53 1,059.70 320.40 123 30.35 8.80 3.86 15.66 12.54 9.51 2.45 2.32 3.14 3.85 7.52 
2,001-3,000 68.39 1,645.1 382.69 112 31.53 8.64 3.50 15.06 11.06 10.26 2.73 2.73 3.76 2.64 8.08 
3,001-4,000 62.45 .2,165.06 534.20 48 33.25 8.90 3.68 13.42 10.87 9.57 3.47 2.28 3.51 4.52 6.47 
4,001-5,000 58.64 2,639.40 763.44 44 32.99 1.01 2.80 12.38 7.69 9.24 2.40 2.01 3.70 4.07 13.70 
5,001-6,000 55.45 3,032.55 992.05 22 31.61 8.27 3.07 14.40 6.50 7.57 3.47 2.33 3.96 4.13 14.69 
6,001-7,000 49.24 3,161.07 1,118.22 15 35.69 7.69 2.72 12.04 5.96 9.72 3.59 2.40 3.34 3.26 13.58 
7,001-8,000 47.62 3,564.69 1,158.96 12 33.11 9.45 2.08 13.91 6.12 7.79 3.03 2.53 4.51 5.03 12.40 
8,001-9,000 49.48 4,266.73 2,241.48 4 40.62 10.49 2.48 11.65 5.26 7.60 2.00 2.35 4.63 4.08 8.63 
9,001-10,000 40.12 3,785.03 2,198.57 I! 38.73 8.92 1.97 12.20 4.50 8.43 3.38 2.78 3.05 3.01 13.00 
10,001+ 33.23 3,399.17 3,217.68. 21 36.43 10.02 1.84 11.45 3.99 8.12 3.34 2.26 4.75 5.70 12.10 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 



Table 17 

Expenditure Shares of Households by Major Food Type and 
Expenditure (or Income) Group: 3amaica, 1977 

Expenditure 
Group 

Food Mean FoodBudget Expenditure
Share ($J) 

Standard 
Deviation 

Sample 
Size 

Meat, 
etc. 

Dairy 
Products 

Oils& 
Fats 

Cereals, 
etc. 

Major Food Type Shares 

Starchy Vege-
Roots tables Fruits Sugar 

Miscel-
laneous 

Bever-
ages 

Purchased 
Meals 

0-1,000 66.40 407.53 201.56 152 25.43 10.14 4.09 19.01 18.91 8.62 2.83 3.06 4.13 1.53 2.23 
1,001-2,000 62.52 937.24 296.53 267 27.02 8.31 3.88 15.18 15.78 8.84 2.68 2.73 3.43 2.75 9.41 
2,001-3,000 59.03 1,466.99 410.29 201 29.01 8.49 3.05 14.11 13.52 8.37 2.39 2.23 3.98 3.42 11.42 
3,001-4,000 54.84 1,934.40 564.66 113 28.24 8.33" 2.77 12.95 11.33 10.95 3.20 2.19 4.08 3.57 12.39 
4,001-5,000 47.99 2,173.32 723.13 72 28.76 8.75 2.60 12.64 9.35 8.95 3.14 2.26 3.53 5.53 14.50 
5,001-6,000 48.28 2,637.39 748.53 55 28.92 9.24 2.28 12.39 7.95 8.77 3.45 1.82 3.68 3.76 17.74 
6,001-7,000 51.36 3,279.00 940.87 26 27.34 8.19 2.77 11.99 8.20 9.28 3.2§ 2.23 3.84 5.62 17.20 

7,001-8,000 39.02 2,935.81 911.84 19 28.13 10.28 2.40 12.67 6.29 10.91 3.52 2.20 .6.39 5.75 11.44 
8,001-9,000 38.76 3,280.51 1,266.82 22 31.97 9.02 1.70 9.33 6.63 9.01 3.25 1.79 4.01 4.07 19.22 
9,001-10,000 41.79 3,980.38 1,709.19 14 28.51 7.49 1.99 8.73 4.73 7.69 2.33 1.74 2.47 13.25 21.06 
10,000+ 25.81 3,803.18 1,244.43 61 31.24 8.70 1.87 12.41 5.58 9.70 3.47 1.59 4.23 4.69 16.50 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, 3amaica. 



Table 18
 

Expenditure Shares of Households by Major Food Type and
 
Family Size: Jamaica, 1975 

Family Size 

Food
Budget 
Share 

Mean Food
Expenditure 

($3) 
Standard 
Deviation 

Sample 
Size 

Meat, 
etc. 

Dairy 
Products 

Oils & 
Fats 

Cereals, 
etc. 

Major Food Type Shares 

Starchy Vege-
Roots tables F:ults Sugar 

Miscel-
laneous 

Bever-
ages 

Purchased 
Meals 

One member 53.07 1,089.65 821.55 577 28.63 8.14 2.65 12.27 7.19 8.56 3.21 2.07 2.93 7.35 17.00 

Two members 50.81 1,577.10 1,127.22 484 31.80 8.73 2 74 12.47 7.28 9.55 3.59 2.11 3.52 5.80 12.41 

Three members 48.99 1,793.04 1,368.10 461 31.14 9.10 2.69 12.94 7.57 9.36 3.88 2.27 4.39 5.21 11.43 

Four members 49.16 2,114.50 1,407.65 427 31.27 9.05 2.73 13.71 7.19 * 9.62 4.43 2.36 4.27 5.74 9.62 

Five members 47.33 2,300.06 1,474.69 417 32.68 9.88 2.69 13.59 7.47 9.56 3.63 2.43 4.68 4.76 8.63 

Six members 52.81 2,417.23 1,560.99 307 31.17 8.66 2.68 13.96 8.18 9.09 3.53 2.57 4.38 4.78 10.99 

Seven members 55.18 2,369.33 1,409.61 2;6 32.06 8.77 2.76 14.80 8.66 9.14 3.28 2.90 4.32 4.54 8.77 

Eight or more 
members 59.96 2,790.91 1,683.37 546 31.10 7.99 2.94 15.72 9.27 9.51 3.38 2.55 4.46 4.56 8.52 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 



Table 19
 

Expenditure Shares of Households by Major Food Type and
 
Family Size: Jamaica, 1976 

Family Size 

Food 
Budget
Share 

Mean Food 
Expenditure

($J) 
Standard 
Deviation 

Sample
Size 

Meat, 
etc. 

Dairy
Products 

Oils & 
Fats 

Cereals, 
etc. 

Major Food Type 5hares 

Starchy Vege-
Roots tables Fruits Sugar 

Miscel-
laneous 

Bever-
ages 

Purchased 
Meals 

One member 63.86 890.12 634.78 97 29.82 9.51 3.06 14.75 11.19 8.59 2.39 1.99 2.72 5.71 10.27 
Two members 53.74 1,338.24 748.22 75 34.15" 9.51 3.49 13.13 8.62 9.09 2.90 2.68 3.60 3.71 9.12 
Three members 44.64 1,732.41 977.86 71 32.16 9.72 3.42 13.04 7.54 9.22 3.32 2.17 3.89 4.34 11.19 
Four members 46.77 2,284.29 1,659.01 44 32.21 9.91 2.54 12.08 7.61 8.74 3.62 2.15 4.77 4.87 11.51 
Five members 51.01 2,067.96 1,182.35 52 34.37 9.84 2.51 13.69 7.27 9.26 3.26 2.51 3.85 3.77 9.67 
Six members 55.19 2,804.44 2,723.04 48 38.23 8.56 2.96 13.45 6.82 9.45 2.55 2.51 3.53 4.02 7.92 
Seven members 63.07 2,470.92 1,293.45 31 32.01 • 8.66 4.48 14.12 9.50 10.14 3.08 2.87 3.33 2.57 9.25 
Eight or more 
members 64.99 2,499.91 1,374.55 61 31.06 6.99 2.74 15.74 11.81 8.86 2.61 2.44 3.87 2.69 11.19 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, 3amaica. 



Table 20
 

Expenditure Shares of Households by Major Food Type and
 
Family Size: Jamaica, 1977 

Family Size 

FoodMajor
Budget Expenditure
Share ($J) 

Standard 
Deviation 

Sample 
Size 

Meat, 
etc. 

Dairy 
Products 

Oils & 
Fats 

Cereals, 
etc. 

Food Type Shares 
Starchy Vege-

Roots tables Fruits Sugar 
Miscel-
laneous 

Bever-
ages 

Purchased 
Meals 

One member 

Two members 

45.09 

47.20 

953.05 

1,116.81 

874.01 

844.66 

173 

139 

26.89 

30.12 

9.06 

8.97 

2.93 

2.61 

12.55 

12.23 

9.02 

11.08 

9.59 

9.38 

2.84 

3.28 

2.13 

2.24 

3.42 

3.79 

8.40 

4.80 

13.15 

11.48 
Three members 41.84 1,536.96 1,078.33 136 29.86 9.64 2.73 13.18 10.02 9.32 3.02 2.34 3.80 5.13 10.91 
Four members 

Five members 

45.70 

39.80 

1,884.70 

1,898.72 

1,120.97 

1,126.09 

139 

123 

30.20 

29.65 

8.77 

9.23 

2.64 

2.74 

12.55 

13.00 

9.66 

9.01 

9.73 

8.40 

3.09 

3.30 

2.10 

2.07 

3.99 

4.32 

3.97 

3.86 

13.27 

14.70 
Six members 48.08 1,898.64 1,068.67 90 27.86 7.59 2.65 12.79 10.33 8.72 2.91 2.25 3.39 3.13 17.82 
Seven members 50.82 1,979.93 1,338.82 63 28.29 8.91 3.23 15.26 11.71 8.93 2.55 2.34 3.39 2.73 12.10 

Eight or more 
members 52.13 2,214.55 1,263.25 139 27.04 7.57 2.78 14.20 13.38 9.44 2.85 2.06 4.14 2.86 13.68 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 



Table 21 

Expenditure Shares of Households by Major Food Type and 
Occupation Status of Household Head: Jamaica, 1975 

Occupation
Status of 

lIlousehold Head 

Food Mean FoodBudget Expenditure 
Share ($J) 

Standard 
Deviation 

Sample 
Size 

Meat, 
etc. 

Dairy 
Products 

Oils & 
Fats 

Cereals, 
etc. 

Major Food Type Shares 

Starchy Vege-
Roots tables Fruits Sugar 

Miscel-
laneous 

Bever-
ages 

Purchased 
Meals 

Professional and 
administrative 

Clerical and sales 

Self-employed in 
agriculture 

Self-employed in 
non-agriculture 

Manufacturing
and related 

Services 

Transport andcommunication 

Construction, 
installation,repairs 

Others 

40.93 

40.91 

64.80 

53.08 

52.02 

55.25 

58.43 

52.28 

62.82 

2,629.18 

2,950.15 

1,525.56 

2,084.39 

2,402.67 

1,841.80 

2,599.31 

2,200.02 

1,795.26 

1,643.88 

2,150.51 

1,099.61 

1,438.44 

1,740.91 

1,376.42 

1,829.41 

1,195.94 

1,126.89 

340 

247 

1,123 

413 

143 

480 

89 

3. 

255 

32.41 

30.87 

31.65 

32.54 

30.60 

30.76 

29.68 

30.74 

28.93 

10.84 

9.58 

7.42 

8.61 

8.67 

9.13 

7.62 

8.73 

8.48 

2.22 

2.03 

3.36 

2.69 

2.55 

2.99 

2.72 

2.52 

3.05 

12.84 

11.36 

15.34 

13.90 

13.62 

14.53 

12.58 

13.92 

14.50 

5.50 

4.63 

12.33 

7.49 

5.74 

7.40 

6.48 

6.73 

9.06 

9.15 

7.60 

10.39 

9.75 

8.63 

9.63 

8.29 

3.79 

9.55 

4.22 

3.99 

3.27 

3.99 

3.35 

3.53 

3.1 

3.32 

3.70 

2.43 

2.29 

2.65 

2.28 

2.13 

2.48 

2.23 

2.41 

2.23 

4.43 

4.16 

4.04 

3.97 

3.69 

4.48 

3.72 

4.35 

4.57 

6.20 

6.37 

4.01 

4.76 

4.63 

5.68 

4.64 

6.02 

5.49 

9.76 

17.11 

5.54 

10.01 

16.39 

9.37 

18.92 

12.41 

10.46 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 



Table 22 

Expenditure Shares of Households by Major Food Type and
Occupation Status of Household Head: 3amaica, 1976 

Occupation 

Status of 
Ihousehold Head 

Food 

Budget 
Share 

Mean Food 

Expenditure 
($J) 

Standard 
Deviation 

Sainple 
Size 

Meat, 
etc. 

Dairy 
Products 

Oils & 
Fats 

Cereals, 
etc. 

Starchy 
Roots 

Vege-
tables Fruits Sugar 

Miscel-
laneous 

Bever-
ages 

Purchased 
Meals 

administrative 

Clerical and sales 

43.95 

48.57 

2,596.15 

2,611.80 

1,580.18 

1,715.21 

70 

32 

31.62 

32.26 

10.15 

11.45 

2.59 

2.32 

13.18 

13.71 

6.35 

3.85 

8.21 

9.73 

3.51 

3.79 

2.77 

2.61 

4.16 

3.62 

3.52 

4.36 

13.94 

10.29 
agriculture
Self -employed In 

non-agriculture 

Manufacturingand related 

Services 
Transport and 

63.00 

58.37 

46.86 

63.68 

1,374.47 

2,193.25 

2,038.25 

1,567.16 

795.47 

2,489.29 

933.47 

1,559.06 

166 

53 

17 

55 

31.37 

39.33 

31.26 

36.63 

7.75 

7.74 

11.36 

9.312 

3.55 

3.14 

2.63 

2.92 

14.79 

13.27 

11.82 

14.06 

14.82 

6.83 

8.34 

7.74 

10.51 

9.06 

8.72 

8.60 

2.49 

2.79 

2.96 

2.39 

2.32 

2.21 

2.36 

2.18 

3.14 

".28 

3.42 

3.39 

3.28 

5.08 

4.31 

3.34 

5.98 

6.28 

10.82 

9.42 
communication 

Construction,
installation, 

52.58 1,602.89 815.15 17 28.43 7.66 2.42 11.97 3.55 6.53 2.57 2.11 2.74 7.00 23.00 

repairs 
Others 

56.26 
69.29 

1,967.77 
1,478.89 

1,041.66 
968.43 

38 
26 

31.37 
32.93 

8.36 
8.17 

3.04 
5.88 

11j.77 
15.65 

7.75 
8.25 

9.42 
8.22 

2.79 
3.39 

2.39 
2.56 

3.65 
3.78 

4.14 
2.88 

12.31 
8.28 

Note: Occupation status not reported by 12 household heads. 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, 3amaica. 



Table 23 

Ixpenditure Shares of Households by Major Food Type and 
Occupation Status of Household Head: Jamaica, 1977 

OccupationStatus of 
Ilousehold Head 

Food Mean Food
Budget Expenditure 
Share ($J) 

Standard 
Deviation 

Sample 
Size 

Meat, 
etc. 

1laiw/ 
Products 

Oils & 
Fats 

Cereals, 
etc. 

Major Food Type Shares 
Starchy Vege-
Roots tables Fruits Sugar 

Miscel-
laneous 

Bever-
ages 

Purchased 
Meals 

Professional and 
administrative 

Clerical and sales 

Self-employed Inagriculture 

non-agricultureSelf -employed In 

Manufacturingand related 

Services 

Transport andcommunication 

Construction, 
installation,repairs 

Others 

33.23 

38.79 

59.15 

46.30 

53.24 

49.61 

45.38 

42.91 

42.61 

2,326.63 

2,335.78 

1,265.34 

1,709.84 

1,814.85 

1,480.51 

2,616.39 

2,781.40 

1,345.85 

1,571.75 

1,57i.39 

768.54 

1,201.06 

1,353.99 

970.97 

1,383.94 

:,091.87 

1,012.53 

84 

62 

358 

135 

31 

123 

25 

90 

73 

30.25 

29.01 

27.87 

31.08 

25.23. 

29.15 

29.69 

27.51 

25.40 

9.40 

9.47 

7.50 

8.42 

9.34 

9.12 

8.09 

8.69 

10.00 

2.18 

2.36 

3.09 

2.62 

2.48 

2.83 

2.70 

2.61 

3.57 

12.03 

10.64 

14.34 

12.64 

13.88 

13.48 

12.49 

13.40 

14.75 

5.73 

5.92 

18.15 

8.55 

11.25 

9.16 

6.05 

7.95 

8.38 

9.17 

8.64 

9.87 

9.46 

8.53 

8.62 

8.89 

9.02 

8.33 

3.61 

3.64 

2.58 

3.13 

2.29 

2.93 

2.63 

2.86 

3.42 

2.17 

1.45 

2.50 

1.95 

2.29 

2.20 

1.60 

2.17 

2.27 

3.76 

3.75 

3.78 

4.03 

3.46 

4.20 

3.18 

4.00 

4.64 

5.44 

4.18 

3.20 

5.72 

3.36 

3.80 

2.82 

5.78 

3.47 

16.27 

20.90 

7.08 

12.38 

17.83 

14.45 

21.81 

15.95 

15.72 

Note: Occupation status not reported by 21 household beads. 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey. STATIN. 3amaica



Table 24 

Expenditure Shares oIlHouseholds by Major Food Type and 
Employment Status: Jamaica, 1975 

Employment 
Status 

Food 
Budget 
Share 

Mean Food 
Expenditure 

($J) 
Standard 
Deviation 

Sample 
Size 

Meat, 
etc. 

Dairy 
Products 

Oils & 
Fats 

Cereals, 
etc. 

Major Food Type Shares 

Starchy Vege-
Roots tables Fruits Sugar 

Miscel-
laneous 

Bever-
ages 

Purchased 
Meals 

Paid government
employee 

Paid 
non-government
employee 

Own account 
worker 

Others 

48.45 

50.35 

59.25 

47.68 

2,668.38 

2,036.05 

1,721.33 

2,108.35 

1,732.77 

1,485.53 

1,241.80 

1,510.77 

463 

1,419 

1,348 

262 

30.07 

30.88 

32.06 

33.05 

9.04 

9.14 

8.01 

9.29 

2.44 

2.63 

3.10 

2.63 

13.01 

13.67 

14.70 

13.81 

6.42 

6.69 

10.66 

6.95 

8.67 

8.94 

10.29 

9.02 

3.60 

3.65 

3.57 

3.69 

2.22 

2.43 

2.52 

2.31 

4.71 

4.17 

3.96 

4.14 

6.59 

5.52 

4.32 

4.44 

13.22 

12.27 

6.80 

10.67 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 



Table 25
 

Expenditure Shares of Households by Major Food Type and
 
Employment Status: Jamaica, 1976
 

Major Food Type SharesFood Mean FoodEmployment Budget Expenditure Standard Sample Meat, Dairy Oils & Cereals, Starchy Vege-Status Miscel- Bever- PurchasedShare ($J) Deviation Size etc. Products Fats etc. Roots tables Fruits Sugar laneous ages Meals 

Paid governmentemployee 52.00 2,415.66 1,582.08 78 35.39 9.11 2.77 12.81 5.82 7.68 2.77 2.18 3.31 3.71 14.44 

Paid 
non-government
employee 50.77 1,723.23 1,197.10 174 31.19 9.53 3.18 14.13 8.19 9.08 3.14 2.45 4.14 3.83 11.14 

Own accountworker 60.61 1,656.89 1,593.32 191 34.13 8.18 3.35 14.33 11.49 10.03 2.65 2.39 3.55 4.05 5.84 
Others 54.56 2,218.12 1,584.72 42 31.17 9.21 2.42 13.38 8.15 9.30 3.65 2.74 3.88 3.84 12.26 

Note: Employment status not reported b; :x household heads. 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 



Table 26 

Expenditure Shares of Households by Major Food Type and 
Employment Status: Jamaica, 1977 

Emsployment 
Status 

Food 
Budget 
Share 

Mean Food 
Expenditure 

($J) 
Standard 
Deviation 

Sample 
Size 

Meat, 
etc. 

Dairy 
Products 

Oils & 
Fats 

Cereals, 
etc. 

Major Food Type Shares 

Starchy Vege-
Roots tables Fruits Sugar 

Miscel-
laneous 

Bever-
ages 

Purchased 
Meals 

Paid government 
employee 41.93 2,134.22 1,352.83 162 29.30 9.05 2.83 12.81 6.82 8.50 3.17 2.22 3.65 4.72 16.94 

Paid 
non-government 
employee 42.68 :,611.05 1,176.87 351 28.45 9.27 2.76 13.40 8.94 8.58 3.08 2.01 4.00 3.78 15.72 

COwn account 
worker 53.59 1,439.27 983.74 436 29.01 7.92 2.80 13.29 14.56 9.91 2.66 2.22 3.87 4.27 9.49 

Others 39.70 1,685.77 1,292.65 53 26.62 8.40 2.43 12.97 8.21 11.20 4.30 2.67 4.62 5.11 13.45 

Note: Employment status not reported by three household heads. 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 



Table 27 

Expenditure Shares of Households by Major Food Type and 
Area: Jamaica, 1975 

Area 

Kingston 

Main Towns 

Rural Areas 

FoodBudget 
Share 

46.77 

53.89 

57.91 

Mean FoodExpenditure 
($]) 

2,448.32 

2,050.86 

1,717.20 

Standard 
Deviation 

1,685.13 

1,483.80 

1,228.78 

Sample 
Size 

1,144 

487 

1,864 

Meat, 
etc. 

30.59 

32.39 

31.59 

Dairy 
Products 

9.53 

8.74 

8.08 

Oils & 
Fats 

2.35 

2.62 

3.15 

Cereals, 
etc. 

12.67 

13.67 

15.07 

Major Food Type Shares 

Starchy Vege-
Roots tables Fruits 

5.43 9.01 4.30 

7.32 8.81 3.19 

10.42 9.83 3.17 

Sugar 

2.24 

2.52 

2.54 

Miscel-
laneous 

4.31 

3.96 

4.17 

Bever-
ages 

6.13 

4.87 

4.54 

Purchased 
Meals 

13.43 

11.97 

7.46 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 



Table 28 

Expenditure Shares of HIouseholds by Major Foo-_ 
Area: Jamaica, 1976 

Type and 

Area -

Food 

Budget 
Share 

Mean Food 

Expenditure 
($J) 

Standard 
Deviation 

Sample. 
Size -

Meat, 
etc. 

Dairy 
Products 

Oils & 
Fats 

Cereals, 
etc. 

Major Food Type Shares 

Starchy Vege-
Roots tables Fruits Sugar 

Miscej-
laneous 

Bever-
ages 

Puchased 
M -als 

Kingston 

Main Towns 

Rural Areas 

50.24 

55.62 

57.23 

2,436.83 

1,903.84 

1,591.38 

1,576.72 

1.,621.09 

1,335.92 

123 

69 

294 

35.91 

30.99 

31.92 

9.79 

8.76 

8.43 

2.31 

3.55 

3.44 

12.62 

13.54 

14.72 

5.32 

7.76 

11.43 

8.63 

9.01 

9.50 

3.40 

3.32 

2.53 

2.28 

2.52 

2.46 

4.03 

4.47 

3.33 

3.61 

4.70 

3.82 

12.10 

11.37 

8.40 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 



Table 29 

Expenditure Shares of Households by Major Food Type and 
Area: Jamaica, 1977 

Area 

Food 

Budget 
Share 

Mean Food 

Expenditure 
($3) 

Standard 
Deviation 

Sample 
Size 

Meat, 
etc. 

Dairy 
Products 

Oils & 
Fats 

Cereals, 
etc. 

Major Food Type Shares 

Starchy Vege-
Roots tables Fruits Sugar 

Miscel-
laneous 

Bever-
ages 

Purchased 
Meals 

Kingston 

Main Towns 

Rural Areas 

39.00 

44.61 

52.73 

2,001.86 

1,726.98 

1,418.18 

1,339.32 

1,082.54 

1,030.56 

277 

147 

578 

28.43 

28.46 

29.05 

9 . 8 L 

9.36 

7.67 

2.12 

2.92 

3.16 

11.81 

13.54 

14.06 

6.06 

9.02 

14.19 

9.22 

8.87 

9.33 

3.66 

3.03 

2.55 

1.60 

2.54 

2.44 

3.99 

4.42 

3.69 

5.01 

4.68 

3.58 

18.29 

13.15 

10.27 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 



Table 30 

Value of Home Produced Food and Expenditures of 
Households on Home Production Inputs: Jamaica 

Total 
Household Expenditure 

Value of 
Home Production Inputs 

Value of 
Home Produced Food 

Year Mean $3 
Standard 
Deviation Mean $3 

Standard 
Deviation Share Mean $3 

Standard 
Deviation Share 

Sample 
Size 

1975 5,613.68 5,736.96 177.79 1,051.66 3.17 336.51 3,449.68 5.99 544 
1976 4,509.92 5,678.80 159.96 260.52 3.55 341.75 272.59 7.58 89 
1977 4,605.76 4,126.73 147.05 260.97 3.19 354.86 360.10 5.53 137 
Note: Shares are relative to total expenditure. Sample included only those households that reported home production 

input values.
 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, 
 Jamaica. 



Table 31 

Purchased Meals by Type and Average Meal Expenditure of Households 
by Year: Jamaica 

Purchased Meals Breakfast Lunch Dinner 
Average Average Average AverageExpenditure Standard Sample Expenditure Standard Expenditure Standard Expenditure StandardYear ($1) Deviation Size ($J) Deviation Share ($J) Deviation Share ($J) Deviation Share 

1975 457.95 772.19 1,719 
 38.97 215.14 
 8.51 374.88 648.02 
 81.86 44.10 
 175.77 9.63
 
1976 303.78 368.04 
 298 17.68 119.36 
 5.82 262.84 326.03 86.52 
 23.26 96.11 7.66
 
1977 436.26 398.58 502 
 12.12 63.47 2.78 
 400.91 381.16 
 91.90 
 23.13 109.11 5.32
 
Note: Sample included only those households that reported a member having eaten at least one meal away from home during the surveyed week. Shares are 
relative to purchased meal expenditure. 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 



Food Type 

Average expenditure 

($3) 

Standard deviation 

Average expenditure 
as percentage of 
purchased foodexpcnditure 

Average expenditure 
as percentage of
total food budget 

Frequency of purchase 

Percentage 

Table 32 

Five Most Frequently Purchased Food Items by Households and 
Relative Shares: Kingston, 1975 

Condensed Whole HardSweetened Plucked DoughMilk Rice Onion Chicken Bread 

69.33 75.29 25.45 131.35 65.26 

50.69 54.47 15.06 80.58 51.41 

2.90 3.15 1.06 5.50 2.73 

2.81 3.06 1.03 5.33 2.65 

1,067 1,029 963 932 892 

93.19 89.87 84.10 81.39 77.90 

Source: Household Expenditure Surveys, STATIN, Jamaica. 



Table 33 

Five Most Frequently Purchased Food Items by Households and 
Relative Shares: Main Towns, 1975 

Food Type 

Condensed 
Sweetened 

Milk Rice 

Hard 
Dough
Bread 

Flour, 
Counter Margarine 

Average expenditure 

($J) 

Standard deviation 

55.89 

38.52 

59.90 

48.28 

65.91 

51.56 

34.26 

20.72 

19.53 

13.54 

Average expenditure 
as percentage of 
purchased food 
expenditure 2.87 3.07 3.38 1.76 1.00 

Average expenditure 
as percentage of 
total food budget 

Frequency of purchase 

Percentage 

2.72 

459 

93.67 

2.91 

449 

91.63 

3.20 

421 

85.91 

1.67 

410 

83.67 

0.95 

392 

80.00 

Source: Household Expenditure Surveys, STATIN, Jamaica. 



Food Type 

Average expenditure 

($J) 

Standard deviation 

Average expenditure 
as percentage of 
purchased food
expenditure 

Average expenditure 
as percentage of
total food budget 

Frequency of purchase 

Percentage 

Table 34 

Five Most Frequently Purchased Food Items by Households and 
Relative Shares: Rural Areas, 1975 

Condensed 
Sweetened 

M ilk 

Hard 
Dough 
Bread Rice 

Flour, 
Counter Salt 

48.29 

35.14 

59.91 

45.65 

53.64 

41.88 

43.52 

39.55 

5.14 

2.54 

3.29 4.08 3.65 2.96 0.35 

2.76 

1,818 

94.54 

3.43 

1,793 

93.24 

3.07 

1,762. 

91.63 

2.49 

1,736 

90.28 

0.29 

1,604 

83.41 

Source: Household Expenditure Surveys, STATIN, Jamaica. 



Food Type 

Average expenditure 

($3) 

Standard deviation 

Average expenditure 
as percentage of 
purchased food
expenditure 

Average expenditure 
as percentage of
total food budget 

Frequency of purchase 

Percentage 


Table 35 

Five Most Frequently Purchased Food Items by Households and 
Relative Shares: Kingston, 1976 

Condensed 
Sweetened 

Milk 
Citrus 
Orange Rice Margarine 

Whole 
Plucked 
Chicken 

60.77 31.71 68.15 21.54 143.07 

31.33 17.31 59.37 11.25 83.19 

2.38 1.24 2.67 0.84 5.60 

2.31 !.21 2.59 0.82 5.44 

114 109 108 104 103 

91.93 87.90 87.10. 83.88 83.06 

Source: Household Expenditure Surveys, STATIN, Jamaica. 



Table 36
 

Five Most Frequently Purchased Food Items by Households and
 
Relative Shares: Main Towns, 1976
 

Condensed Hard 
Sweetened Dough Flour-Food Type Milk Bread Rice Counter Margarine 

Average expenditure 

($3) 55.87 62.21 53.58 26.01 18.24 

Standard deviation 26.79 47.18 33.54 15.17 7.90 

Average expenditure 
as percentage of 
purchased food 
expenditure 2.87 3.20 2.75 1.34 0.94 

Average expenditure 
as percentage of
total food budget 2.65 2.95 2.54 1.24 0.86 
Frequency of purchase 67 67 64 63 62 
Percentage 97.10 97.10 92.75 91.30 89.86 

Source: Household Expenditure Surveys, STATIN, Jamaica. 



Food Type 

Average expenditure
($J) 

Standard deviation 

Average expenditure 
as percentage of 
purchased food 
expenditure 

Average expenditure 
as percentage of
total food budget 

Frequency of purchase 

Percentage 

Table 37 

Five Most Frequently Purchased Food items by Households and 
Relative Shares: Rural Areas, 1976 

Condensed 
Sweetened 

M ilk 

Hard 
Dough 
Iread Rice 

Flour, 
Counter Salt 

44.09 

24.82 

55.82 

35.13 

44.36 

40.88 

37.21 

36.15 

4.95 

2.03 

3.04 3.85 3.06 2.57 0.34 

2.56 

284 

96.27 

3.24 

276 

93.55 

2.57 

268 

90.85 

2.16 

267 

90.51 

0.29 

252 

85.42 

Source: Household Expenditure Surveys, STATIN, Jamaica. 



Food Type 

Average expenditure 

($j) 

Standard deviation 

Average expenditure 
as percentage of 
purchased food
expenditure 

Average expenditure 
as percentage oftotal food budget 

Frequency of purchase 

Percentage 

Table 38 

Five Most Frequently Purchased Food Items by Households and 
Relative Shares: Kingston, 1977 

Condensed Hard 
Sweetened Dough Escallion/M 1k Bread Margarine Thyme Rice 

64.15 68.37 23.29 20.79 56.75 

35.96 53.78 18.35 11.87 43.54 

3.26 3.47 1.18 1.05 2.88 

3.18 3.39 1.54 1.03 2.81 

233 205 201 188 183 

84.73 74.55 73.09 68.36 66.55 

Source: Household Expenditure Surveys, STATIN, Jamaica. 



Food Type 

Average expenditure 

($3) 

Standard deviation 

Average expenditure 
as percentage of 
purchased food
expenditure 

Average expenditure 
as percentage of
total food budget 

Frequency of purchase 

Percentage 

Table 39 

Five Most Frequently Purchased Food Items by Households and 
Relative Shares: Main Towns, 1977 

Condensed 
Sweetened 

Milk 

Hard 
Dough
Bread Margarine Rice Salt 

60.88 

40.88 

64.68 

48.36 

25.04 

17.05 

57.15 

51.81 

8.27 

3.86 

3.66 3.88 1.50 3.43 0.50 

3.50 

132 

90.41 

3.72 

119 

81.51 

1.44 

110 

75.32 

3.28 

95 

65.07 

0.48 

94 

64.38 

Source: Household Expenditure Surveys, STATIN, Jamaica. 



Table 40 

Five Most Frequently Purchased Food Items by Households and 
Relative Shares: Rural Areas, 1977 

Food Type 

Condensed 
Sweetened 

Milk 

Hard 
Dough
Bread 

Flour, 
Counter Other Salt 

Average expenditure 

($J) 

Standard deviation 

47.84 

31.12 

65.42 

46.59 

31.58 

20.69 

19.62 

25.81 

8.53 

4.36 

Average expenditure 
as percentage of 
purchased food 
expenditure 4.20 5.73 2.77 1.72 0.75 

Average expenditure 
as percentage of 
total food budget 

Frequency of purchase 

Percentage 

3.36 

508 

88.19 

4.59 

495 

85.94 

2.22 

430 

74.65 

1.37 

388 

67.36 

0.60 

388 

67.36 

Note: Other refers to the "other foods" category in the food section of the surveys. 

Source: Household Expenditure Surveys, STATIN, Jamaica 


