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PREFACE

i
F]

BRIDGES (Basic Research and Implementation for
Developing Education Sysatems) a2 project to compile and conduct
research on educational. policies that aim at improving the effi-
ciency and effectiveness of education systems promises support
for an area that has so far not received the consideration and

attention it merits, Deapite recognition of its importance this

t

i Tied-uol Uwen given suiilcient conslderation.
Existing research which itself is rather limited had been under-
taken by individuals and a few agencies and as such no attsmpt
was made to undertake research as a planned,co-ordinated activity
which would result in pocling of reéearch efforts to enable the
utilization of avallable resources and to enhance the quality of

regearch carried out.

The present report has been prepared according te
the guidelines given by National Education Commissicn,Bangkok.
It'attempts to analyse the present situation so ag to indicate
the relevance and adequacy of research and %o provide & base for
the development of a research programme that will lead to an
improvement of the effectiveness of the education system in Sri
Lanka,

D,Gunaratne,
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Introduction

1.1 General Background., i

¢ri Lanka is an island in the Indian Ocemn with
a land area of 65000 sq km., The recorded history of Sri Lanks
can be traced 4o Sixth Century BC. and the beglinings of its
education system emerged with the introduction of Buddhism in
the third ceutnry BC. The advent of the Viesterners in the 16th
century led to conquest of the entire islend by the Dritish in
1815.. Under British rule significant pclitical and social
changes were ushered in, which culmipated in the emergence of a

pelitical democracy and the regaining of independence in 1548.

Sri Lanka is a multi~ethnic and a multi religious.
society. The total population in 1981 was 14.58 million.
Although a developing country with a low per capita iancome
(around 339 US dollars 1985) Sri Lanka has natable.schievements
in the social sphere which compare favourably with those of any
developed country, In 1981 its' literacy rate was 86 percent,
infant mortslity rate 38 per 1000, death razte 6 per 1000 and
life expectancy 67. The population growth rate has come down

to 1.5 per cent,

1.2 &tructure of the educstionsl system.

The present educational system of Zri Lonka comprises

three major sectors, with the schools at one end and the
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Uni-ei=iiem nt the other, and a broad sector whicii encompasses
i host of vocational, technical and non~formal progr.f:lnmles as
the third. (Séé Fig 1), This existing structure exemplifies
proadening of the céncept of education with time. It also
indicates how education hsa adapteﬁ to the changing neceds of

the society in which it operates.

Fig. I - Existing Jystem of education.
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The lurgesl of these three major sectors comprises

Cut of a total of 9575 Htate schools, 433 are

Type 14,3 schools {(those with G.C.E.(.dvanced Level classes),

1:44 are Type 1C schools (those with G.C.k.(Advanced level)

Arts and/or Commerce classes only), 3815 are Type 2 schools
[

{(with classes upto Grade 10) and 3983 are Type 3 schools (with

" classes upto Grade 5).

wattern, regarding the span of Lthe grades held.

Secondary School

Cenior Secondary

or/and a primary

space of less than {our

cycle.

These schools do not

ghow a clear-cut
Thus a Junioer
may or may not have a primary cycle, while a
Schopl may or may not have a junior secondary

The progress that has occurxed in the

decades is revealed by the expansion of

the number of schools as well as student enrclment at different

school levels (Table I}

+

Tablc I

Schools, Teachers and Students at First and Second

Levels in Cenrusg Year:

| Yearl Ho of

¥n nf e el Terceutage of ithe
. Schools| Students Teachers age group in schools

S5 - 14 15-19

1947 5915 1025,836 28,210 57.6

1953 | 6731 1564,848 45,335 71.6 11.2

19637 | 9327 246,0654 81,211 75.1 36.1

1971 9646 2689,638 94, 33 T4.9 34.5

1981 9521 3369,694 121,696 B84.8 42.0

L |

Lources

1981.

Education,

Census Reports of !.i Lanka; 1946, 1353, 1963, 1971

Asdministrative Reportis of the Director of

1947,

1953,

1963,

1971 & 1981,

»

o
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This expansion was thae cumulalive effect of a

. . s
number of measures that had been iaken during the 1940 .
Yrominent among these measures vera the introduction of free
education f1om kindergarten to the University, the change in

the wedium of instruction and the tskeover of denominational

schools. oy

The University sector also expanded in a similar
monner until 1965, as the following table 3llustrates. Subse-
guently, though the number enrclled in Universities decreased

but the recent years have seen an increascé enrolment {Table 2).

Table 2

Stuéant enrolment at the Universities in Sri TLanka.

Year ftudent enrolment
i 1942 904
1945 1065
1950 2036
1955 l 2431
1960 4723
1955 14210
1970 11813
1975 12643
1980 17914
1985 18217 i
Scurce : Prepared from reports of University of Ceylon,

Vidyodaya Unaversity, Vidyal-nkara University,
University of (olombo, University of Peradeniya,
Hationul Council of Hipgher Education and University

Grant Commission.



5 ’

The third sector reccived stteniion much later,
even though the importunce of vocational, technical and non-
formal education h:d been recognized even before‘Independance.
Recently, an aésartment of programmes conducted by a large number
aof organizations have proliferated and these attampt to cater to
specific and urgent needs. L

The cducation system is ménaged by two main Cabinet
lMinistries: the Ministry of Higher Education dealing with the
Universities and teclumiical educational institutions and the
hinistry of Educatiom dealing with Schools, Teechers' Instilutions
and programces in non-formal education. Undexr the inistry of

Education there are 24 Regional Departments of Educaiion.

Sri Lanka has achieved a relatively high standard of

education, a: the following tables indicate. (Table 3 aud 4).

Table 3

Per ¢ ..t of the Population 10 years and over

)

vlio are literate - 1981
Male Femi.le Total
All irens 90.5% - 82.4 86.5
Urbnn 95-3 91-0 93-3
Rural '89.0 79.9 84.5

Scurce : Census Repoxt, 1981,
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Tuble 4

iigtributicen of Population by Level of Educational Attainment

1971 »ud 1981 (Fercentares)

Ed, attainment Sex 1971 1981,
No Scheoling ; M . 16,0 B.7
’

F 29.5 | 1745

Attendeé but not completed primary b 26,9 13.6
F 32.7 11.4 7

Completed Priwary M 3,7 | 68.2

: 7 47.4 2.3

Passed G.C.E.(0.L) in at least

6 soubjects. : M 4.6 7.1

F 4.3 7.0

Passed G.C.E(s.L) in at least " 1.2 1.4

J subjects, P 0.9 1.4

Degree and Higher i 0.6 0.9

F 0.1 0.5

>.urce : Census Report, 1987.

1.3 General Problems in Education.

Tae quentitative expausion cutlined above, however,.
was not accompanied by a commensurate qualitative improvement of
-education. smong the major weaknesses identified in the school
system are:

(1) The disparities that ire evident in the facilitie; available
in schools, which have resulled in a strutified system, with
a few large und rich schools and a large number of small and
poor schools.‘ The large rich schools are gonerally located
of

in urban ireas while the majority/the poor schools are in

rural licaljions.
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{2) Excessive emphasis on examinatioas which has resulted in
making schools a medium for competition, rather than
institutions imparting a sound all-round sducation and a

ncglect of ihe valuable-ocutcomes that occur Irom

. co=-curricular activities. -

i
4

(3) A preoccupation with the subject matter that can be tested
at public written examinations, which leads to a neglect of
lmportant aspects of the curriculum such as conient of local

relevance and practical subjects.

-(4) The low performance level of teuchers that stem from the

shortcomings in the system of their recruitment, unfavourable
conéitions of service and inadequaté facilitics for teacher
education, and .

(5) Inadequate attention given to the efficient management of
avaliladble resources with a vicw to achieving identified

goals or objectives,

The rapid expension of the University system without
proper planning snlso gave rise to several problems in khe 60° and
early 70:. The numerical increase which took place in a non.
expanding economy resulited in the problem of educated unemployment.
Unemployment was most munifest among the Arts graduates due to
the imbalances in the provision for differcnt courses of study.

In addition it is aileged, inat due to factors such as none-
aviilabiliby of resources, lack of sufficient reading material
in Swabasha, (lationil vaupgunges) s deteriovation in quality had
occurred, and that the buiveréities have failed to live upto

thelr expected role as commuuities excelling in research anad

learning.
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Tha receat proliferation of a variety of pregrammes
provided by a large number of public and private organizations
in the Lhird sector has brought into focus the noed for

cuvordination that is essential to make them maximally

affective, H
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' Chapter IX

Rrsearch Heviasw on '"Determinanta of Effective Schools!

2.0 Introduction:

-

The Bridges Project is an attempt o compile and
conduct research on educational peolicies that can improve ihe
efficiency and elfectiveness of educational syztems. "Improvement"

as understood here has two major aspects:

(a) as an expasnsion of the coverage of the system,
(b) as an increase in the extent to which students acguire

certain knowledge, values and skills,

In regard to first aspect the mea%ures which
increase the access of children to schoeling and those that
retain biiea in schoels become sigunificant. In regard to the
seccud aspect, the relevance of the knowledge, values and skills
imparted br the education:.l process to life in the contemporary
socicty and Lhe extent to which L1his learning is imbibed, i, e,.
the level of achievement, assumes importance.

Both these aspects are influenced by several factors.
The internal factors, namely the instructiocanl process that goes
on withirn the school as well as the external [actors namely the

social countext of the studeats influence schooling.

Po improve the efficlency and effectiveness of the

educational system, Policy miders and planners should take
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zcrnlranece of the relationships betwoen actions and outlcomes,
Taryg rogults, generalizable conclusious and recomnsndations
made by researchers in Sri Lanks usre reviewed so that Policy-

zakers and plinnors can select thuse which appear as impdrtant

- b

- T L
for implementatlon, The review will not only identify actiorns

ikat have Lo bo token, but alse the oftcomes which would help
in the derivation of possible objectives of the educational

!}_‘.‘Ste‘: -

National Education Commissien, Bangkok, has
sufisested six sub-topics to deal with the theme of "Determinants

of Effective SchoolY, These sub-%topics are

1. ©bBfficacy of traditional :nd noa-traditional
instructional methods.
2, Utilizotion of Instructional Kateriuls aud Resources.
3. Use of Instructional time b, teachers and students.
4. ZIeterminants of retention, promotion transition x
(ircluding sucio-econecmic and school or education
-system variableg)
5. inulysis of physical and educational resources that
tive an impact oa student achicvement.

6. Comparison of within region differences and thelir

influence,

The above sub-topics cau be considered as clusters
of causalbive faclors that affect the effectiveness of schools.
It is doubtfyl whether a coaceptanl framework develuped using
these s1x clusters of factors will be adequate to identify the

determinants of effectiveness in school. 4 considerable amount



«f cyerlapping is discermible among the given snb-tepics
se-tny fL diffreult to traat as independaut. Ilowever for the

‘noce «f the pregenl review, the outline of seven sub-topics,

-
~
-

o

BEgﬁi -.x o! eitich aere given by the National Education Commission;
. AVAILABLE
e S

= st another selectod by the 5ri. Lankan Research Team, i,e,

ranngensnt at scheol level will be' followed.

PR

Pifty research studies considered as relevant in

teerr 0f the above scheme were selected after a brief survey of

Fe oW e

receareil docunents in the principal libraries of Sri Lanka, namely
T libraries of the Ministry of Bducation, the Stafl Cullege for
zdacationnl ldministrabion, Curriculum Development Centre,

. “miversity of Colowmbo, University of Peradeniya, Sri Lunka Institute
! <f levelopment Administiration, Marga Institute and Hatural Resources,
: Znergy and ticience authority. In addition, the bibliogresphies
cuipilee by Anarssinghe (1982), Gosnatilleke (1978) and the

diviiosrapay of nconomic and Social Development of Jri lLenke were

VondRe b,

el Lged,

. <+1 Lificzey of traditional and noa traditional iastructional

. wmethodn.

the effectiveness of a schcol would to some extent
depend ofy the efficacy of traditional and non~traditional methods
w11¢ch are employed. Under this sub-topic, fourteen studies which

rre consldered aa relevant are roviewed here.

“

<r
o)
[~
L2}
e+

Three af Elese @ tudies have looked iulo

.

ir;ertaut subject areas -

Y L]
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thirae inpordnnit entircel avenn. on monliona2d bhelore

Prtiemotaien, Jeijence s d o Ffocthztie Jetivilbies Tovin the sobject

investigeticn in three recaarch studies, Ruberu(}9G0) has

Prttematad Lo crifically evain-ole the Junler sicondavy school
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{3979) study had cvaluated Llie curriculum, leachers' guides,

*

extiabusecs nnd othber resouzce malarials orn the besis of a

documentary survey.

Though the mellhodology used and the subjects which

sere the foei of the investigaiio;s’differed the results led to
cenclugions which were similar to some extent. Ruberu (1980)
concluded that some of the objectives of the Methemztics
curriculum were inappropriate to junicr secoqdary level and

tret the currilculum laid nwelr emphasis on conceptual development
ut the expense of computational skills., It was seon to centain

a greot deal of mzterial which was irrelevant to community needs
d snlso to be lacking.materiai which wog relevanl to ciach needs,
e content prescribed for maﬁy grades was also foursd to be too

“ide and difficult to be c¢overed within the stipulrted time.

Similar shortcomings had %een discerned in th
implementetion of the curriculuﬁ alﬁo. Theze shorlcemings vere
thie integrated approach le-ding to a bare association of concepts,
curtzilment of Lhe teacher's freedom of thought and action,
confusion exﬁerienced by the less able teachers due to excesscive
details beinyg provided, and no remedia]_teaching Yeing provided
Tor the slow learners. The researcher concluded that the
curriculum was not much useful to early :chool leavers; that
sKills needed could not be developed to an appreciabie degree
and finally 1hbet this curriculum was relther feasibhle nor

practicable. ir {ri Lanka due to inade~uancy of fecilities.

Givanesan (1982) Ffound thal the students wers

motivated to lesrn science. Several veulnessces however, were
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ravealed, laborstery work had net been made interesting.

wun mathezatles Involved in Ucisuce had created a problem in
the aludy of science. As a result of compressing the greater
tail of what wes taught earlicer under Physics, Chemlstry and

‘tolrry into Integrated Science, too much was being attempted

1
7
te Y= tuught in too short a time. The study thus indicated a

reel Tor the revision of the curriculum.

De Silva's (1978) study also peinted out r.ort-

zexings in the curriculum for Aesthetic Activities at primary

tevel, lle found that the objectives could not be fully achieved

tecruce the three subjects, Art, Dancing and lusic included in
the curriculum did not represent the totality of aecthelics.
The Tesearcher noted that the selection of activities in
zestl.etic educstion h s not ‘been based on the philosophical

and psychological structure of Lhe subject area,

Lwpasinghe (1983) studied the protlem of the role
of English in education at school level in Sri lanke, as
pereeived by parerits, A thorough sampling procedure had been
employed., Zight hundred parents vere selected thfough multi-
alage sampling; frem randomly selected units in different

institutiens, from eight sectors of employment,

1

The findings of the study indicated ibat in
geweral the large oo jority of pasuis sccecept English as
essenflal for excellence in higher educallioen, thet English has
a practieal volue for effleiency and empluymeant and that it
enables o person to be in touch wiith local =nd intermational

afi:irs, Thus the majority vccept the propesition that English
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tr=:32 Te Zale corpulnery as a ;echd language. The paraents
3. wnpwtnd tesching Lo be carried out in the mother tongue,
eltr Enyich as a secend language comuencing frowm either grade
P wr 3Il, The majority of parents declared thatl IEnglish be
s e ¢ompulsory for higher cducatién.’“lth a large number
intleating it to be made compulsory for G.C.E.(0.L) and a fair
r.zter for G.C.E.(A.L), A considersble proportion, however
roiced the fear that this step might pose an obstecle in tle

5410 to ecucation of underprivileged studeats from lover'

#icioecconomle groups and from rural arvas.

.

Three research studies examined the achievemsnt of
certoin outcomes specifiéd for the teaching of some subjects of
1i:e Junior sccondary level. (Social Studies and Sclence) and of
the juulor sccomxiary school as a whele. These studies examined
the fatrcduetion of population awareness through Social Itudies,
{Jayawardena, 1979) linking Science teaching te vocationsl
progranmes (let.thananda, 1978) and the role af the sccon-lary

school in preparing youth for self-cmploymeat (Amarasinshe.1984).

The main purpose of Jayowardera's (1979) study was
to ascertein the impact of the introduction of populalion
educi-lion through Soclal Stucles on-students. A cemprehensive
metihodology had becer used for this investigation. Two tests,
an aclilevercnt :rnd an attitude tes?!, wers used on a gample of
1022 students drawn [rom grades Seven and Line in 19 urban and
rural schoola-frum three educalional remicnm, Colombo, Kegallé
and Matale, The achievemént test was conducted in two stages,

at ihe Leginning sud at the end of the yeur. The Procedures of
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iate analyuls ured were computalion of percentages, snd deter-
miaation of the significance of differences of means and percen-

.
1lie nermo,.

The study revealed & Significant difference in
ieriarmance bet.een pro-test end post-test which indicated tlhe
:uwti.bility of ineluding population education materigl in the
Zgolinl Studies currieunlum of thes; two grades. Yet it was chown
tfut Orade Seven students had not perforwed so well as Lhe Grade
Wine students, This leadg the researcher to suggest thal Lthe

1eitial introduction of population education through Social Studies

w»zuls Le more beneficial at Grade Eight then at Grade Seven.

Meththananda (1978) atlempted to ascertain the extent
te altich the Science programme of the junior secoudsnry school
cxets Lis vocationnl needs of the country and te sugpest modes
Yer fruitfully linking science teaching to vocalional programmes.
*or the above evaluation, the researclier exanined the syllubuses
of & lerge number of vocztional courses provided by the National
apprecticeship Board (NAB) znd the Lankn-CGerman Technical Training
iantitute, (LGTTI) and selected two representative courses. he
cisnce content of these two courses are compared with the G.C,.2.

{0,L) 5Seience curriculum to esctimate ihe relevance ol the latler

for vorationn) training propgrsamnes.

The study disclosec that while the science content
of the LCTTI (Lanka Grrinan Technical Training Tnatitute) Basic
course was maiuly drawn from Physics and Chemistiry, that of the

N0B (H_tionel Apprenticeship Board) course was mainly based on
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Elﬁlogy and Agricsulture., While three ugits in the Integrated
Leience curriculum had no relevonce to the vocational courses
sxamined by the study it equipped the students with about 50
rer zent of the scientlific knowlcdﬁe they required, {1o follow

i
L ege cources. ‘

Amarzsinghe's {(1984) study examined the role of the
reccndury cchool in preparing youtﬁ for self-employment. The
reganrcher has utilised zn zttilude scrle, a Guestionnaire a;d
intarviews for the éurvey. The sample comprised students in
Srade Hine from 25 classes, 100 youths in self-smployment and

=5 youths employed in different trades who had followed the

7ve 1372 and post-1972 curricula.

The investigation revealed that all thege groups
fndicoted favourable ettitudes towards sclf-cmpleoyment. while
family attitudes had pl yed a role in delermining a child's
future vocation there appeareé a significant differcnce between
the pre-1972 and post-1972 groups ac regards their attitudes to
acrool, 1t8 curriculum, discipline, and preparation for thelr
cccupations, There had been no relevance beltwsen the occupa-
tivns and the selection of the prewvocati;nal subject in school
of the posi-1972 grcup, The stud& concluded that aithough the
objnctlives, content and methodologj uf a wide arrary of subjects
of the secundary school were de-igned for the development of
s211ls for self-employment, that the schuol cannet cfefinllely
prepare i1ts otudents for self-smployrient. Lt had unly provided

tune foundation for attitudes and skills, but the youth appeared
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cecupnticaa,

A considerable number of research studies selected
j I . .
mad «zamined tlie teachling of subjects in the currienlum ox
riupenent elements of these subjects. The majority of these

+1adien had exoamined language teaching, «with Slnhala Language

bein: the focus of tarse of these investigations.

The study by Dias {1980) was on the teaching of

retling in primary classes. The researcuer has relied on a

dccunent survey for this investigation. A perusal of the

dvrailablie literature on this subject area, and on bthe applization

s¥ varicus theories of psychology in teaching reading had been
czrrial out,

Un the basis of this study, the researcher points
sut now the t=acher should set about beaching 'reeding' to

ehtldren ARs well as, the sequence which has to be adopled in

e

- - - T et s ke — e YL [ . T S T e
zzel ' P ' Haf Svlesddu” vuak tne addptuoliiey

of thoe methods and the efficacy ol using them in teaching to read

oeftaun depends on the experience and skill of the teacher, It is
ziso important thit the teacher should develop in the pupils a
taste for beauty in the writing and thereby nas to get inspira-
tion from pood literature. ile ghould concentrute more ca the
seeds of “thie backward child as the bripgnt ¢hild weuld necd only
8 little guidance. The sxill and attitude of the toacher

appaaced te be the mozl important ractor,

e
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‘Tha reseurcher also poinled ocut that durdng the
r:;ﬂzness period and the early slages of teaching to read the
fzazhne shnnld-ccheutratu more oa training thc child for
rerceptual skills, ;iéual discrimination snd then on graduslly
tralpinsg him in word reading skilf;.’ The researcher emghasized
tnat there is no single method of treatini reading difficulties
b that projucis and other activities should be included in
t%a mathodology of a skilled teacher faclag the problowms of

rexadial teaching.

Even though the insights goined from this study are
samiy)l, the fact that no emipirical research had been carvied out
o supplement the document survey appears to have dsiracted

from its value,

Of Lhe siudies whiuh looked iunto the toeching ef
sfahinln Lwagusge, two focussed on the teachin: of Sinhala
sramn’ 3 Sirimanna, (1983) in Grade 3ix and Yerath Nudiyanse
f1381) ia the junior secondary school {Urades 6,7,B8 and 9).
{1977} study covored

teaching of Simhals Lanpgnage bub in drade Six only.

The objective of Jirimanne's (1983) study was to
fiad o011 the exlent to which the objectives of teaching grumwar
u8 given in the cource-guides and textbooks had been achieved.
Firstly he has examined the exercises wnd the lessons occurring
ln textbooky Vo find out whether the bauic elements of grawmmar
covered 1n course-guides and textbooks are well-represenled.
Yecondly, he has abltemple-d to ns. ezs the knewledge of grammar

of Grade Six students, by meaas of an achievement Lest. He
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£:..0 goets out to examine whether significant differencss in
vialent seitievement ealsi due to environmental influences,
Ful!, hy vhe number of tencheys in a school and the qualifica-~
tiun of toachers leuching in G?ude Six.

i

s
Tue methodology employed by Heratn Midiyamnse (31981)

*ai different., I% consisted of the assessmcny of the knowledge
w? gracorr of Grade Nine students by using & staidardised
perisrpance teat, a study of the observations made by Sinhala
=i ange teachers In Grades Six to Nine and a eriiical sludy

tf ssurce paterial,

Sirimanne (1983) found that the texibooks had
aliampled to teacn gramm?r through a number of exercises in each
lessen, | Grammer rules that had to be taught were specifi:d only
2. the case of Lie Jrade Bisht texibook, The stud, revenled

t st Lae Phrsleal ficilataes in a school had a significant

-aflaence on the acquisition of a knowladge of grammar by students,

W nipnid

'

fcaut diflersnce, however, was indicated according to

t

tae nunbter of teachers in a schonl. or acooardin- o tcachors'

mvaslifcations,

Herata hudiyanse, on the otheé hand, found Lthnt the
Wil of grarvmer anowledge was quite low, and lhe achisvepment
:evel was not affected hy tie sex of pupils or the type of
se:eols, Foor performance iLn the test uoere attrlbutcd.tu
ansuitable mgthods used in teaching, non-compleation of the
tyilabusa, lrck ol motivition in teachers, and luck of teaschers

adoquutely qualified in teaching the languaze. iz turiher found
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iat ahlie tha tealbaoolis contaiawd much more maberial than
rejuared ian the ;urriculum, they were not arranged in a proper
grder t¢ lupart n ¥novledge of 5r¥mmqr. lfe concluded thpt
tagahing Slnhalq gruwmanr was not goared Lo the attainment of
tin cnjectives, The sﬁudy found that the practico had becn fo

enunciute gromir rules without practical utilization for better

spiting and expression,

Athukornle (1977) probed into the meihods of
t<wuching that can be used to rectify the shertcomings in the
teaching of Jinhala Language at Jdrade Hix. Three procédures,
vi2 a questionnair- survey, interviewing and pluonned acbserva-
tien were used. Deta was collected from a wide and representa-

tive gampl2 of stuwlenlsy, teachers, principals and officers.

The study revealed thet seversl molhiods bried out
by LR researcier had m de teachin; aad le rning 2njoyadble and
s#itrctive for both learners aal lLeachers., The methods which‘were
trizd out were, stratezies aimed at improving the knowledge base
el tihc ctudents, thelir listening skills, expresrion, reading
AUi1ity and writing 2bility, JAthukoralz's study stands ol
erong those which investigated ihe teaching of language, in
tnut voiled methbods were utilised for data collection,; and the
recommended metnods were tried in the classroom situation by Llhe

Pererzeney to astesc thelr efficiency.

The two remaining rescarch studies, Lalling under

l.'_

c erlegory of regearcl: on lie methodoloygy of instruction, were, -
(i) the study of the al.itudes of sdolescentc to religion and lhe

tercnin. of relipgion 1n schools by dathillotuwegame. (1975) and
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*i o thm stvly of the content end methods of tcachiﬁg<p£FSocial
S
“fu21les in the secondary schools of Sri Lanka by Kularatne {1975).

v

Thu fermer (Hathihotuwepamas)} hod used a questionnaire,
sl loistered to a relatively large representallve sample of
4

crage Sight and Twelve students.,

feverel importont conclusions had emerged from this
122y Sltheugh the attitude to Buddhicm vas po-itive, it was
*oxative to the teeching of Duddbism. lo sipgnificaut relationship
2;;eared betweon the students' altitudes to Buddhiisw end Ltheir
fe.irlous behaviour, The attitudes of giris and uxrbon adolescents

serw pore favourable than these of boys and of rurcol adolescents.

1.rlescents! age and home bachkiround were significantly related

e othelr atiitudesr to Buddhiswm. Dut their attitudes to Zuduhism
not relatec to
sz2efthe study of Ccience at Crade 12 or the iype of schoel in

w53 2reas. The varisbleg which were significantly related to
1ue Leacning of Buddhism were the siudents' Wome backzround, sex,

<Taan *nd rvral residence,

Kulératne (1975) had used multiple methods of date
<stlection 1n his study. A questionnaire adainistercd to ail
Yocinl Studies tecchers in the Handy distriel weg supplemented
®y an examinaticn of the field bcoks, collection of information
peTtidning te learning activilies engaged in by pupils, a
grucklist to assess pupils' digpogition towards various iteaching
procedures, & perusnsl of the questicn papers for Grade Seven,
aformel interviews with curriculum dovelopers and observalions
of facilities available in schoels and of children ong~ped in

vaei~u: learning activities.
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ihe study revealed ithat curriculum development
Za.p nudt depopd avlely on the develepment of improved sylla-
3upen or schemes of study. Consideradle work had been done

i efproducirz curriculum meterials like ilexibooks and

- P
ER

1 tgie-2wides oguml by malting provisica for the in-service
d 4
t2atying ef teachers, These mea:ures, hovever, did not appear

¢ wuve Iroroved classroom practices.

Franayuke {(1972)'s study of muitiple class teaching

s~ edvertion of dicadwvantaged groups in Srd Lanka is an

#.1utpnding picce of reseafch in ihat he hes investigated inte

~n inctructionsl method which has been adepted out of necessity,

<f sharscteristics and problems associated with multiple class

zaching and disadvantaged groups, exploralion of relationships
Lewingen maltiple class teaching znd disadvantaged groups and
te derlpning ol programmes to overcome problems associated
vith zultiple class iteaching. The methods useé were the study
{ documenied nmaterial, snalysis of current praciices and
rethods pravailing in =zrens where the problem cxists aund . ihe.
Ledloning and-implementation ol experimented teachcr iraining

programnea,

The study revealed a direct relnilonhip belwesn
#uitlple class tezching and disedvantaged groups. Problens
mulbtiple class teaching erose frem two braad arcrs-cchool-
tuset erad cormunity-bused. The researcher recomuends the

development of a curricdlum related ic the needsn of the areas,

Tiw spjectives of the study were the identification and enalysis
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sezecinlly biased towards 1life skills and rural technologies,
refera of the teacher itraining programmes and the adoptien of

& xore flexible system of administration.

The studies reviewed as "relavant te the sub-topic

+! afficacy of traditional and non-traditionsl instructicenal
seinedn indicate ihat while seven of the fourteen studies had
Tireetly dealt with issues related to the sub~topic, others had
Tecusred on curricular content. The review thus directs -our
silention to another important aree, curricular content, which
affeetls the effectiveness of schooi. Even the studies which
veoked into the teaching of subjects did not appear o have
peid sufficient atiention to the efficacy of the different
ieetructional methods used., "Especially research on the use of
non=-traditional methods of instruction appeared to be tatzlly

lacking,

2,2 Utilization of Instructional Katerials

Teaching aids can greatly facilitate the process of
teaching-learning in the classroom, especiqlly in the context of
the developments that have taken place in educational technology.
The use of instructional aids can, therefore, contribute to the
effectiveness of a school. It is doubtful however, whether
iastructional aids are in fauet being used in schools in Sri Lanka
to the extent that their use is being advocated. The negligible
azount of research th: t+ hes been undertsken in Sri Lanka supports
the ;ropesition that the use of instructional techunology has not
beer fiven the ilmportance that it merits. TIwo research studies

carried out in this area have ettempted to survey the attitudes



N

[ IR

T P T Tt SO N e

BT AR VN AT S T

Ia Mt pey g A

(ST ST YL LR T,

e BTH Y

v

R A N

R Y LA I T L S Y 1

L T

"
v

P L LG Tt mEr e

~25~

“:¥ ¥ivws of gecondaxry schocl tzachers iowards Lhe use of
ixse 232¢ 0ids (Polpola, 1931) and o study the preperatlicn of

» 227¥%%%w¥ for the toaching of mapwerk in Grades Nine and Tea

5 "¢ lasken schools and an evaluation of its uce (Pathirena,

L

-

¢

Pelpola (1982) surveyed the attiludes and views of
Yerckers, ropresentatively drawn from those teaching in Grades
=13, The study revealed ihut while all texchers rgreed that
1ws uge of teaching aids increased the cffectivensss of & lesscn,
asat waro not lnterested in using them; they belisved the Ylacke
et was sufficient. The teachera did not use sufflicient
izaching alds Lecouse o{ their meegre salary, and because fthsy
fw:t that geood teaching did not enhance their caraecr prosprcts.
s xchools lacked even Lasld teaching aids, someclimces even a
adte, and thers was no organized programme in schools for making
teachking alde. UOrganization of field trips by scheols and

tssacher participation in bthem waos inadequatz, HNerecver, the

k)

:r's had not received suffieient training in the use of

.
38

1eaching alds,

Patinirana's study (1982) utilised a syatemaiic
srecedure for the compilation and the cv=lusgtion of a muppicg
crercize book, This consisted of a discusgiou, with teachers,
sa the Hocliel Studies syllabus and the compilation of a suppilag

~rercise book, a discussien with stadeants rogardig th latler,

.y

apering uaits by groups of teachers, testing uf thecuv units

ig the clagyroom, the prepsration of tlhe bouk and fially iis
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srelavticn by A pre~test, a post test, and quesilonnnires to

iikz2ora and atudents.,

The reseaécher concluded that both the bteachers aud
14 ptudants endorsed the usefulness;anﬂ tiie effectivenacs of
%4+t a zmap exercise book., However students lacked the necessary
reasurtes to use the book. The approval of the methodology Ly
itz leagheTs and students revealed that their partieipation had
g:tributed Yo the successful compilation of the book, The
1.4y alse showed thaf the book h-~d helped to integrats tha
#fagtical exerciaes of the Social Studies syllabus nad to make
+ itidren understand certain concepts which were not clear to

1*»= sarlier,

The above two studies provide a valunable undsra-
trmallag regarding the operation of the doterminant of insiruc-
*:r 2L aids on the effectiveness of schools. Thile the latter
s.uchidated how 8 systematically develeped.instructionsl aid conld

fsvilitate the leaching-learning process, the former pointed out

az3 ¢f the reasons which limit the use of lustructional aids,

2.} Use of Inztructional Time

fetual time devoted for purposea of lastrueilcen
s-rhap., could have the mosi direct inmncet on the offectiveness
sf & school, yet only one reseasrch study could b2 ilocaled on Lhe
subdfpet. Tallhkapitiye (1982) investigated into Leachur aboueon-
. :

‘aeisn, a factor which tende Lo reduce acheduled inztructicnal

1im9 considerably,
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The fludy collected information from two questiounaires
wisizataterad to rendom sampleg of 00 teaclhiers and 100 pupils
Femm 24 ethvols in Awissawella gleclorate, The Lirzsl probed

%z tz= tuyacners' pereeptlion of responsibility and whe lattlar

-

2

r1e teacher pupll rapport. U

The research found that attendance depends on the tea-
viar®s  sax, ¢ivil status, age, number of yecars of service zad

% gumier of schools served. These who showe.l high gbseclzoisn

-

+ere sopen teuchers, espescially the older, those who were involved
in peiltics and those subjected to disciplinary isquiries. The
tsagthers considered taking leavs as a right Laow;h those who
sw4wod & commitment to the profession were prome to take less
.«ave, Teacher absenteeism had affected teacher-éupil relativn-

#24f, the quality of education and discipline.

.2 Leternlpants of retenlion, prowolion, trasaltica

{including socio-economic and schonl or edvcating eyelem

- .- .y A) -
el lsDlIed,
P

School doues nut operute in a vecuvum, Formal educatlion
wiioh la imparted within the school is counslantly affected by

¢ envircenment -and the socio-eccnomic fachors which are

s

#lements of that eavironment, These ‘extevaal' faslors appenr
‘2 infiuence the academic success or failury of children ia
«:ditlcn, and/ov iu upite of, the education givewn by the
zzhool. Thus a school cennot Le effective solaly on its om

serits; Iitg offectivencss Is detormined te a considareble
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A large number of research studies gelected for

i

sweieeing hare (12 out of 50) have looked intq the' influence of

4
“f‘ i

sstarnal factlors and of these the majority (seven)'kave probed
~e%x 1%e impact of zocial factors., Two studies probed into an
s4taprnal fagtor which could have;had an indirect impact, the
so¢sestations of different occupétionul groups regarding the
sfhas wlucational process, and the social.needs of adolescent
i i4res, while two others investigated the needs of two catego-

+e9 ¢? ntudents, the gifted and the slow learners.

Siriwardena (1982) ;tudied the relationship between
»stinl olans und educational progress, a study which waes based on
tecefa (CoL) results. Data was collected by means of a questio-
inaire ‘nd by interviewing the householders of 165 selected
!wmsilies and their chiidren who had sat for the G.C.E.(0,L)
fentin-tipa, from different socio-economic classes, The study
reepaliod tht such factors as sccinl class of parents, their
eticatianal level, their knowledge about the educational system,
i-wir sspirations for the children and the size of the family -
+& exorted an influence on the academic achievement of the
sLolegnts, These variables, however, excepting parental aspira-
Vv;2eps, had not influenced students' engagement in exira~turricular
sitivities. The vocationsl aspirations of boys, appeared to be
1zfiuencad by parental social class, their education, their

~3eledge about the educational_system, their aspirations and

»s1.49nt academic achievement.

Three studiss, Haputhantri (1979) dqmes (1979) und

symwaundara (1980) focussed attention on the problem of wastage.
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Leseisaatart (1979) who surveyed ile non-school going children

#57i7 leavers from a stratified samplo of 2¢1 schools,

Yuputuanthrl (19795 found that 22 per cent of Lhe

“.%: wg¥ group population in Sryri Lanka mere not in school in
L]
7
*:¥5, s 43 per cent of them had never altanded scheool. The

.

#+¥a &7 Adrop-out was shown to be affected by the standard of
“reine & pareants, lack of schools, ethnicity in the cage of
Fural Puelic and Tomil communities in the plantalion sector,
sy tng {Yoys wio drop out outnumbering girls), and by the
Figapanintment fclt by pareﬁts regarding Lhe difficultiaes
wrtencoed b, the educated, Urban or rural residence, did

~+% mppoar bo have affected the drop-~out rate.

Gomes' study (1979) truced the &0 droepouts in the

.

ta*+2z3 mihtch had entered school in 1967 in the Berella elec~
t:rite and coliected information aveut ihem by me:ns of a
iveattonnaire to reconstruct the 'life hislory' of each of Them.
emny ihe reasons for drepping-out discloscd by vhis siudy vare
sferiy of parents, separation of parents, failure to do wetl At

#z-~eol, lack of interest on ther part of pirents and tue dic-

tr.rapging conditions of an unstimulating =uvirenuent,

Juyssunderuts (1980 ~tndy entitlied, 'Wealepe in
s:~enl 1 a case study bazed on Yarawila Meh. Yidyalaya'® focuscerd
=+ wastage resulting from dropping-out, greve repatition und

teagnor absentseism. The resecarcher diapnoged the causes of

idpetition and drop out Lo Le socioe-ecenoric Taclers, and
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e wy gnd seatal handicaps the students were saddled witih.
=w3-3 i3 geor eovnt ol tie total time available for teaching,

-2% 48 ¢ Ywacher absenteeism also could have aggravated the-
st Fhen 47 drop;out. The generalizability of these findings is

t sstap t2eough as o result of the-restrietion of tho gample to

- ; ¥
% »3g£re wehanl,

Two other studies examined the relaticoship between
1 -a reras eavironment and eduvcation (Jayasuriya, 1982) and that
x” Ve glums and educatlion (Manasiwga, 1982). Joyesuriys's study

w25 142¢¢ an one school, Sri Haga Koha Vidyalaya, Navala, but had

R

3 ®

L

2% watenclive sample of 300 studeats draxn from 6-10 pgrades.
24 siaxined the extent to which the educationel level, soccio-

wréz etie sintus and the motivation of parents affect the education
& iae atugents, The study councluded Lhﬂt a@ll of the above
Jaetatn had influenced the level of echievement of sludentbs, The

LP.tziion of the study to & single school was to some exbent

77223 Dy the use of multiple methods of investigation.

Eanntungs (1982) studied the participalion of slum
iR W I8 1n Lne citly of Colombo in fermal educasiion, 1hue sakple

f+; 3Le ptudy comprized 109 families, drawn Ly the procedure of

Pl

ssiti-ptage random sampling and 1(1 scheol-goirg children of
towre faimilies. Tata collection was done by means of & gues-
tsvansice, an attitude -survey, inlerviewz and discursione, 1 docue
s 4Py gurvay and participatory chservaliwn., Tha siudy revenled

£t the glum dwellers belonged Lo trhe lowest accelo-vceoroaic

-

»++elng thal lhere wig & posilive relublionship helweln iitceme
2t rducaiion, scclu-econuvmic conuiliona avu wtiitude Lo educatlion

. Gy

+22 educpgtional expectations nud employment prospecls,
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The above gtudies reiteraled the extent to which
soclo-economic baciground of students oparate as a-determinant
ol school efiactivenesq as exemplified by student schlevement,
repetition, drop-out end wastage. They provido consislent
evidence of the fact that sdciél factors ¢ontinue to affect the
destiny of students, in spite of the provision of education

within schools.

.

Nonis (1982) researched inlo an aspect which cculd
have an indirect influence on the fermel oducalionnl process,
the expectations of the different occupaticnal groups. Its
objectives were to dekermine the expectationy ol differzat
occupational groups regarding the Jjunior secondary formal sdu-~
cational process (introduced in 1972) and to find out whetiher
there were specific differences in Lﬁe expretations of diffarcut
occupational groupa, Data had been obtsined by memns of an
attituds test adLinistered to 218 parenls from five broad

occupational categories in liegombo regicn,

difierencea of expectations among the cccupational groups.

There was over 85 percent sgreemsnt, however, over the comuon
educational programme among all groups, "There was relatively
high sgreement regarding the viow that the prusrnmmce should
deVélop pupils! lateat skills, necd [or lear:aln btnrovsh
activities, teaching of relipion to furlher churacter building,
the respousibility the school should boar :onardi:; the unrhola-
eome attitudes of children, increase of tilue devoted to teachiny

Science, Mathemutics, and Lnglish and the need to train children
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in manual work. The study clearly indlcated that parentas?
expectations from the formal educational system at junlor
secondary school level were not much influenced by their

occupational gstatusg,

Dayalatha's study‘(19§?)’on the social necds of the
school environment felt by the adolescent studonts in Sri Lanka
also was indirectly related to the effectiveness of a school,
The methodology used wag a survey which collected the responses
of 800 stiudents of both sexes, from both early adolescent and
adolescent groups, and from urban and rural locations and from

four schools in two educational regiona,

The study reveelcd neo eignificant differences in the
prioritization of social needs bazed on sex, on urkan-rural
location, on social class background and on Lhe stage ol adoles-
cence.- The only differernce appeared in the case of Lhe number
of children in the family. The rank order of social needs in
the priority list drawn up sccording to the responses of studenis
vas the need for demonstration of abilities, applicalion,
gmulation, popularity, compliance, leadership ete, with iue

need for isolalion «nd agression at the bottom of the 1list.

Yet ancother factor, which is exterunl fhough educatii-
onal, directly contributing Lo Lhe realizatiun of cne of ile
cbjectives of formanl education, -vis., academic acbiievewmeut,
itag been gilven t'e attention it merits in one resuaruhlstudy,
that of Hemachandra {1982) on private tuition, XMethed usad here

is bagically quantitatlve wilh 8 questioanaire administered to
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all students in Grade-12 and to one class in Grade 10 of a
selected sample of schools from Colombo City and the Kegalle
district, The responses of a sufficiently wide sawmple tutalling
to 729 students ylelded several important findings: that a higher
percentage of Grade 12 and 10 studente in Colombo Clty ationded
tuition classes than in Kegall%;lit is much higher in the Scicnce
stream than in Commerce End Arts, The mnin reasons which prompt
students to attend tuition classes are, the need to get specinl
coaching in different subjects, inadequate coverege of syllabuses
in schools, and unsatisfectory teaching in schools, - Tuition fees
varied aeccording to Grade, subject end vregion., The tuition
classes, the researcher concludod have contributed towards tho

roproduction of the exinting moclal olano ptruciure.

) Pha two roamninliys atindion focupced on Lewo cnbopariog
ol slutdanks who neod ppoeinl atlontlion, alow lesvinera I prlmney
;::.lllunll! (Flynnann, 1981) and plttod ndolocesntin (Keeuaneeine,
1910) , lynneagn {(19811) fdonilfiod 241 vutl ol 24723 p2imapy prohaot
chlldion saximined ao silow lenrnoro oaad glx yearg Jater o 1901
surveyed Lhe samo pgrounp to comparo dreu~outl raten, ol glow

learners with those of uwormal and to suggecst remedizl measures

tv minimize .the drop-outs smong primary children,

The study concluded thal belweon 1675-81, -thure huad
beun conpiderably more drop-ouls ameng slow-leamers lhan avong
normal ehlldron in Lhe primery oyela and that Lhe majority of

them wore boys,

Karunaratusts (1980} Audy stlemptod lu lue.tifly

gifted adoleccents and their charascleristics and needs aud how
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the school and the home can conlribute to the development of
their special abilitles. An intelligence'test, evaluatlon by
teacher and schoel records were used to ldentify 5O gifted
children out of 117 top scorers Ln Grgds Nine classes of 25
schools and their behaviour Jﬁder classroom ;conditions was

compared with that of & control group of 50 average children,

The study fouﬁd that tne gifted children often
question the validity of accepted principles, show.creativc
ldeas and respond in an unexpected manner in class. But these
tendencies might thwart their develepment 1f the parents and

the teachers do not understand them propexrly.

The above two studies pointed out how a normal sclool
would have to utilise special technigues and programmes iu order
to cater to the needs of these two categeries of children, Ila

the absence of such an underisking, the school may not be

effective from the point of viex of sgtudents with specisal nreds,

2.5 Analysis of Physical and Educalional Resources that hove

an impsct on Student Achievement,

Among the various aims and objectives that poliecy-
makers envisage to achievo from provision of achooling, académic
achievement undoubtedly occuples a pre-eminect pociilon. Ina
country llke Sri Lanka, which bas wituesegsd an lucre-.sing velnue
placed on adccesﬁ at exawminations, cchlevemnnt is perliaps tue
most significant criterion by which the affecliveness of o
school is judged. The fect that researchers have devobed much

atlenlion te this aspect, corfirms thno above pruptsiilon.

-
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Mo;e than half of the studies dealing with the suquct
of achievement have focussed on achievement in different subject
and on the influence on achievement of varying factorc such as
the curriculum, school games nnd externsl factors. Cther
studies have investigated infto procedures and programmes affec—
ting achievement such as thg Scholarshlp Examination and the
teacher education programmes, while another study has looked

into the relationghip between Science education an” social

mobility (Gunawardena, 1982).

Keriyawasam and Yanasinghe (1982) investigated into
the.achievement of primary level studants of Sii Lanka in
Reading and lathematics. aAchievement was measured by meaﬁs of
scientifically cohshructed tests witich were admininslered Lo a
random sample of students in Grades Two to Five selected from
fouxr categories of schoo}a, i.e., above average, averape, bclew
average auad smnll achools, Data was analysed b eccaruting meuana

and standard devialions for cach gronp.

The investigaticn broughl out geversl disburbing
conclusions., The actusl performance even in the best schocls
was not upto expected standard and fthere was a marksd dispnarity
awong schools, with the performunce'of telow nverage and small

schools being shockingly poor;

a similar study Yy Abeykoon {1441}, inmirin: into lihwe
comprnhension abililies of G.C,E.{(0O.L) studgnts, had utilised an
oqually accoaptable method of investigation. A tesi cunstiructed
to test the abilities of comprehension {identified from =an

examination of the G.C,2.(0.L) Sinhula Language guestion pupers}
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had been administered to 600 students from eight disiricts.

The study concluded that the majority had obtained relatively,

.high marks, The study slso revealed that the teachers pogssesscd

an adequate understanding of the concept of comprehension and
that supplementery readling and the techniques used to teach
[ 4
4

comprehension had exerted a significant influence on the studeats!

level of comprehensien,

Dharmadesa (1982) attempted to find out how the
students' perceptian of Scoial Studies objectives affectled
students'achievement. Perception and achievement sceres of
3C0 students randomly selected from three educationsl districtis,
comprising an agual number of urban and rural students and boys
and girls, were obtained by means of stamlardized perception and
achievement tests, and the scores werc analysed by computing
statistics such as means, standard deviations, and currelation
coefficients, The study revealed significaut differencesbetween
rural and urban students, girls and boys, and ameng digtricts in

perceiving Social Studies objectives and also in achievemeat.

"The currviation cesween the parceptions of Jocial Sludles

objnetivens nnd achlovomout wno very luew., The uapban slindeala were

found to be relatively higher in pewception of objeclives and in

achievement,

Welperma (1995) attempted to determine ihoe influence
of school games on academic achievemont. Speeific olbjectives
wersa to find out Llhe correlation between games and uwducatlou, thu
effact of gnomes on student edueational nchfevement, how runcess

in gamos affects job epportunities und the views held by teachers
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and parents regarding student participation in games. Ques-
tionnairesg, end-of-term-test mariks, a special testﬁzaacss
academlc achievement, and survey of records were uged for
collection o£ data from 300 students selected by glratifled
random sampling. The study revéalsd that there was u positive
correlation between participation in games and low academic
achievement btut that Job opportunities were enhanced by
purticipation in gomes and contgnry te common beliel, parents
and teachers were in favour of having gumes JL schouls and

recognlized the value of such activities in moulding student

character.

These studles have focussed on the influence of
socio-economic or e«ternal factors on student achievement.
Alahakoon (1977) ultempted to f£ind gut the influnn;e of socig-
eccnomic faclors on the academic achievement of Grade iiue
students in selected school-s ir i-e Jandy district. achiavement
was assessed by bthe Lerlcomiénce of studenis at datienal Certificate
in General Education Exapination (HCCE) in five subjeciz and a
guestionnaire survey was used Lo obtain informatlon regarding
soclo-economic sintusz, which took =account of varinbles normally
used in research. The ctudy revsaled Ehat socio~-cconomic status
of parents hnd mn infiuence on overull pericrmance et ihe [HCCGE
and performance in the five subjeclg probed inlow. attitudes of
parents which were highly correlated with the.r ssecio-eccnonic
status had Influenced ncademic achievement but nct ihe size of

the family. Irrespective of socio-sconvmic sinbus, parenls rere

seen Lo place a high premium on educat.on.
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Wulton‘(1960) etudied sccio-gconomic and motivational
factors related to intelligence and achievement of G,C.E.(0,I)
students in four selectod schools in the Jaffna district. a
questionnuire, an intelligenco test, and assessment of achleve-
ment based on perfurmance at G.C.%.({,L) Examination were used
for_a sample of 150 students. Thevstudy brought out a signifi-
cant relationship between socio-economic and motivaeticnal
factors on the one hand and intélligence and achievement on
the other. Parents of higher socio~gconomic backzround were
seen to influenge their children in providing a more conducivs
environment, exemplified by higher aspirations for their children.
Self-concepts of students were shown to depend largely on the
lavel of tha parents' education and stalus, The genoralizabvility
of these findings ls questionable due to the restricted sample

which was ugain selected from an educationally developed distiici.

Chuandrusena's (1279)study was on bthw cexternal fuctors
influencing the aecnievement of students in the Tungalle Hduca-
tional Region. &t the outsget, a lack of clarity iz indicubed in
raspect of the delineation of 'ezternal! factors, for the
researcher has conglomerated school-, teather-, aad studeui-
related factors under this catepory. Performanée in five of the
subjaets for the IICGE Examination was considored as ine index of
echievenent and correlated with the above variables., The sanple,
however, was wide and representzlive enocugh fo warvanl genersliza-
bility, The study concluded that gsome vuriablos stuch as library
Tacilities, cumplution of uyllabuses, teacher yualafieaticons,
teacher Lraining, family Income, fathers' occupnatlion, liztenisg

to thie rrdio, purchase of dnlily newrpopurs aud poboel stlondenoce



il

had correleted wiith achievement., Variables which did not
reveal such an influence -were, labovatory facilities with
ochievement in Dclence, tcachers' leave, experience of
teachers and number of siblings, The ruscaxcher concluded

thal the deprived ecn¥ironment pravalent in the cducatlional

Yo

region studied hnd,on the whole, affected the level of aclhieve-

ment of students.

A similar research by Cunawardena (19282) had
etiempted to find out the extent to wiich lower socio-econcmic
groups in Sri” Lanka have access to science education at seson-
dary level, the relationshﬁp between the variables of zcoadendc
achiévemerit anad tpe school atiended and socio-economic back-
ground; end also, the relationship betwse:r achieved socio-
economic status and social background., The data vwas gathered Ly
a mall questiornaire from a representutive sample of students
drawn [rom schools in different geograpbival locations, The
study revealed that although science educztion is cowparaiively
easily accespoible sceio~economic tnekground of students had
lufluenced” iheir academic achievenent, post-secondarcy employmént,
and achioved scico-economic status, (nly ihe Csniral Schools,
had to some extent, helped students froem a lower social back-

Eround to overcome theilr ipnitial handcaps.

Navaratne (1965) cxamined khe validity of ihe
Grade Five Scholership Examination cemducted for 1le purpors el
selection of studeais tuv prestigicus schools a.d for provisloen
of [inancial assistauce. A sanple of 2345 scuvlars svcceesful

at the nbove exsmluaiion in 1266, 1973 and 1974 ceomprisad the
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sopmple, and their performance at GCE {0,L) Lxamination six
Years latler 1s compared tg gauge the predictive validity of
the Scholarship Exnmination. The content valldlily of ihe
question papers is also evalualed in comparisen with the
syllabus, according to¢ Bloom's Taxonomy of Educniionsl objec-
tivea., The study concludés that the predictive validity of i}
examination as well ag content validity was very low, This=s

study stands out in that it questions the very basis ¢f selec-

tion of students as exceptional,

A related study was carried out by Gunerstne aud
Perexra (1983) entitled, 'A framework for the Tetionalizaticn

of school network in the Cily of Colembe based on flow-of

pupils end schooling facilities.,' This study hns_ﬁ%én Undsre-

L3
-

taken in respect of primary, junlor secondary and’sanior

secondary pupils. It found that the projected enrolmenis of
children of the expected inflow of puplls to.City Schouls wouls
exceed the available rumber of places at Junier seconrdary leve.
by 1990 but, there is no necd to further expand the G.0.B.(A.T
Science faecilitles, The significance of the siudy for th:n
review in hand lies in thal it draws atiention to the fact
that the demand fer school places in the Colewmbe City schools
regulting from the perceptions of these scheols ars effecilve
by parents may in the long rurp result in ovasrcerording end
insufficiency of facilities in thece schoels, which itgelf may

give rise to A reduction of theiy eflectivenuvss,

The iwe remaining studies ilnquired inic the

prograpmas of tescher educatioen in Gri Lanks, shich weuld in
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tho long run, bave an impect on the effwctlveness of schoola,.

Cunavardeona {(1972) administered questiomnaires to 850 teacher

]
]

traiueses in elght Teachers Colleges, and to teacher educetors
gnd hald interviews with principals of Teachers' Collepes., The
study revealed that the tcaqher education programre in operaolion
at the time fell far short of dchieving their broad objectives
and that it had not been ovrganized in accoerdance with the
normally accebpted principles of teacher education developaent.
Problem aroas identifiea were the porcoplion of the two-ysur~
teacher education course as a onceé—and-for-nll trzining of
teachers, the selection procedure used, the insufliciency and
relatlvely lo» quality of teacher educatcrs, the losd of subject
content, the preoblem of balance boitween theory and prsctice,

the problem of integration,-use of methods of teoachiag, schocl

practice, its evaluation, and ibe problem of daveloping the

teacher ns a4 person and as au agent of cliange.

Jathmnarschchl (1982) in his siuly of in-school
training pregramoes inplemented by Teaclhers' Colliges in Sri
Lanka, interviewed an wdeguately wide sampie of teacher tralnnes,.
lecturers and principals of Teacheis?! Volloges vsing diflerent
interview schedules., Ii fouad that over 60 per cent of both
lecturers and trainees preferred the inter-speved practice to
bloek practice. Fifty-six per cent of principals lelieved the
training peried wes adequule eud eighty por cent of ibhem thought
the trainee-group size shkould unot exceed 1C per lecturi=. F:lh

lecturers an. trainces favoured tre use of new teaching itochni-

ques. Supervision of practicul lessons wmas cousidored as uct
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adequale. No-cignificant difference was apparent among the

evaluations of the different supervisors,
3
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a
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2.6 Comparison of within~region differences and thelr

infiuence. .
Y

Regearch undertaken so far in Sri Lankas have
Tfocussed mrove on regional imbalances rather than on differencsea
within regions. Ths studios discussed under this sub-topic

therefore, are malnly those which huve looked into the regional

disparities.

Euquist et.al. (1985) made a sector aualysis_ of

=N

educalion and training in Sri Lanks. Its primary ohjécti}g sas
to identify educational sectors which need to be developé&i ‘The
study records the rapid development that has occurred in educa-
tion from 1945 to 1900. #Fducation of girls appear to have made
headway, on par with boys. Alticugh educalion iz provided freé,
other costs of retaining children at scliool appear to result in
2 high rate of wastage as indicated by the pariicipation raties
of - 865, LLty and 26% for primary, jﬁniur secondary and senior
secondary levels raspectively. Inter-sciocl and inter-district
variantions in staudards are shown to b; considorable while the
hardest-hit are the small schools which inciude esiate geliooles.
The researchers stated that vrgAasization and 18les bave falled

to achieve equality of eccces tu educasion,

Gunnrctne et.al. {1953) have atleuwpted o asucas
the pregresc made and the problewms shcounterod in ensuring

universalization of primavy educrtion, The =tudy notes that
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enrolments in all grades Iad lnersased by sbout 300 per cent
durisyr Liwe perisd from 19%0 1o 19G2. The grealexr part of this

eace was in Lhe prolimary level aned 3L2 nedauad

Jors
-

{ecarolmert vallo 90 por coni Lo

N . - v 1,
1901) wveoacled cul 1o iho yomotagt

mart of the connixyy, The resccerchers poelnt out GIal ile oxtent

[

. - . . ) .
ef parvticipating in education is o funetion of inler-relotod
faglors like distribution of facilitieg, sonlo-ee nounle facloxe

and couwrmunity values,

The abeve two sludisg biad relizd on offiteianl
decuarnl s fux thely iaformaticn and threuwh iliziv svrv.ye ol
the entive system hed portrayed a genzral ricturo.

In this perepeciive thece gtudies lack the ln-depih analycis thol

3 needed to inilials furither dovelepmend ia educatlicn in the

rrtuve, Cther stwidien reviewsd helow, to some extumt, succeed

Gunarostne end davarginarcjau (19925 leoked zi the

F I - - - -
tvivnay perToTTonce,

inter-digirict coemparicsons of iudices of odir

Evun here, the sources of nlermallon are the some. on in ihe
previous studics, populabien cenun Lnd schdll gobous dall: a
smere scleaiilic sud aunlyilee] methwd buas beern used here, by
uonsi:w*tlég indleniure Lo show whe extent ol particijation

(a) of Lie S5-14 popclitirn iu edvcalion, (D) ol LLe pujusativn
ar 8 vhet s dn orthe g3 for wacendary selence cavoaiisn orogivin,

led 1t o 2fCiemyy of Lo sysheas Lo oiconn oF o Levy sendualoon
Lrom theo polaary cele snd She a0 ycavws Salan Jor 1'a cawplo.
Pl i (G bim Lo sV o f antoien o Fiolloe oo ocralhebic

indsentor is corstructed Lo gilew Lbe prelative positions af s he
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disiricts in a rank order based on overall performance &as

indicated by the chosen parametars.

The siudy revealed that between 1971 and 1961, all
the districts had achieveh nigher pnrticiba£}55[f§ééh, inereased
sclence enrolmenta, the numéer:of,pupil years taken by a cohoré
of pupils to complete or graduate from the primary cycle had
fallen and the literacy rates had inereassd in all districic,

In zpite of this progregg, the intar-district disparities had
persisted. In ovaf—all performance, six dilstricls hdd }etained
their rank unchanged from 1971 to 1281, and in beth years,
Moneragala and Beitticaloa had remained at the bottom with

Colombo at the top.

The same picture emerged from Rupasinsghe's (19d3)
study on 'Some disparitie% in the secondary school system of
Sri Lank2?! and Jayaweeru's (1978} paper on 'The edncational
scene in Sri Luenko: some myths and realitles'. YThe methodology
used was similur to thdat of the previcus studies. Rupapinghe
{1983) draws aitention to ihe fact thal disparities exist among
regions in respect of Lhe number of schools pro;ided, digtri-~

bution of teacners, ecpecially Science and Mathemalics graduates,

the sizo of the schools, the aVailabiliéy of such faciiities

as assembly halls, libraries and-labcratories, studrni envolment,
according to srades and curriculum slreams and drop-oul rates.

In addition, imbalances exist within regions toc, with ditlfer-
ences in distribution patterns of diffcoreat cgtegorics ol

teachoers, number of stndenis In differenl courcus, and diflerercca

between urban and rural schnols,
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Jayawsoru (i%78) in hexr paper poiuts eut the shori-

ceminggs Lhat

slace din Srl Lau'tan

COitaRlon,.

1575 privary eucoluont patiec dronped fram 859.50 1o T5¢1%, the

sube of parbicipativon of lhs %-14 ;oap old pegulaiion drepped
from 75.25 Lo 69.5% and that of tae 315-12 age dvelined from
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£%3 to S4%. She attributed this lo‘dacline in sccio-nconemic
ceadilions ef lie maszes. Inerevced enphoulg Wi ovaaiiiy

lmprovemenl apprared bo have tended to ineessze digpuaritlces,
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utilised are outlined, .The study atiempted to idontify the

ey

patterns in which significant regional ‘variatioas oﬂbh;,§?g )
1 'I!t -
i

in this munner, peointed. to u broad typology of needs aud
problems in relation to tho nceds of children and adolesconts.

I3

1
s
Joyaweerw's (1980) study on the survey of smell

scliools had been carried out ss a purt of the mid-term evalua-
tion of the UNICEF programme of assistagce to small schools,
Data had been collected by a questionnuire nailed to 2657 such
ociaotls and 332 estate schools, to make an assessment of the

current gituation regarding- students, programmes, development,

problems and needs of small schoola. The. study revealed that

&

R
F

activitly in the community. repeitition and drop~-cut rutes were

higsher than the natioual rates, Tliese schools lacked the basic

facilitles and the pnew curriculum had poscd prollema, There
appeared to be little flexibility In schocl orgauizalicn tw
meet their specizl needs, The study thus foqpséed onn a {ype
of schuvol, which is disadvantuged in mony 2p aspect and which
lixewise caters: to a deprived clientele, a type of school

menifesting one extreme of -the disparities.

A gimilar study, again commissicned b, the Unical
waga carried out by Teiris et.zl (1981) of a representative
sauzple of estote ucliools iﬁ five regions wilh a concontration
of Lea und éubber estates. The data had bevn collneted arncor-
ding-to a specially prepared format frow scheols, throuch

observation of sludents and the school siitvation aid by

B

+
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interviewlng parents and community members. The study attempted
to ussess the currcﬁt gitualion and %o digcover any hidden
reasors reglated tou altitudes, oustoms and beliefs that retarded
educational prougiess and Lo guggest strategies for imprevement,

i
’

The study revesled a high perceatage of nen-atitendance
arrested to mome extent by the distribution of free books, higher
non-attendance in the case of girls and iacreused drop-out after
Grade Two. While non-cnrolment and non-aticundance stemmed mainly
frem the deprived home background, low educational standards wog
the result of out-moded methods of teaching aid lack of facili-
ties., Many of Lhese schcols 1ackéd oufficlent resources such
as buildings, teachgré’ gquarters, furniture, focilities for
storuge of equipment and even wuter, W.ile te;cher—pupil ratio
wog high, teschers were mostly wnqualificd. PRareatsn, on the

wvhole, have low educatienal aspiralions for their children.

2.7 MKanagement Techniques and Iilyles at School Level,

It is bvelieved that Llhe nznagement of a2 school, to a
lerge extent, determines its efiectivencss. This arez, however,

was among the lemst researched,

Gunasekera (1974) studied tie decision-making procegs
of & selected proup of gecvntary schoocls 1o ol Loaka ~nd its
nature and de Hilva (1982) clas:roon ranrgenent in seleclad

secondary schools in Lhe educutiondal region ol Colombo.
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i of the dacision-making situativn, (b) incividuals who make
1 s = N - - - ) - -
: decisions, and {(c) decision~making procedures in Sri Lanken
: .
: Secondary sclivols. J represcntative sample of sclools of
i various types was selected for the,study and data cellected by
g mesns of a questlonnalre. The study revealed ihat a principal
¥ is compelled to make declisions under the influence of various
i rules and rzgulations and traditional velues, constrained ac he
¥ is by a burenucratic hiernrchy. The highegt degreec of agreement
j
y appeared between departmpental officers and the prineipnls, while
-
N least agreement was between the officers end the tcaciers. COn
; the whole, two camps of opinion werc discernible; tiie principrls
B at:d the officers on orne =ide, snd the teachers oa the other,
v Teqcher cliques, senior teachers nnd more gqualified teachers
s were penn as weakenning the declsion-maling authorily of the
.
. principals.,
[ De Silva's (1Y82) study was based on a survey of
5
N
i attitudes of students in clasces seleclted LY a stratified mulbi-
3 .
£ stage sampling from among Grade Nine classes in repregentutive
i schocls in the City of Colowmbo, and of teachers of 1leoe clecscz,
i Ilata was collected by two questionnaires aud interviews and tuc
4
¢ uge of an atiitude scale.
P
I The study revealed the imporilance ol cla:nloom
. management for the succeens of any teacking-learning situsiion
ane 2lgo the complex nature of clagaroocm monng meat. It revenloea
: the relatave importance of Lhe lufJuence vz ench of the idurtified
t concepts in clausiroom malogement a:ixd also that the location ¢f the
s
5 ) -
H

e
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school, the type of siudents predominant inat:b1$EBBHi and

gty

~4

their soclo-economic background hped influcnced classroom

nanagement, Vide Jifferences existed between schools with

rogard o classroom managewnient, class climabe, leadership,

disecirline, control lechniques, faachers' role and the influ~
{

¢
ence of lhe peer group, leading to difrfercnces in classToon

management .

Pauclty of reseerch studies umnderscores tlhe need toq
underteke more research in the area, which would thitow light
not only on how management takes place in the zcheol setiing,
and the extent to which menagement styles determine the

effectiveness of a school as/well as/on now managenent itsel:

is influenced by the external faclors,

[t should be noted as pointed out eaixlier ithat
although we had reviewed the selgcted Pifity research studivs
under the given seven soh-toplcs the derarcalions betwnen scme
of lhese oubetopizcs are rotner hazy, quesiioning bthe valldity
of certein studies being calegorized under a particular sub-
topie. Thus for example while the studies revieved unider the
fourth sub-topic revealed that socioc-econowic facturs have
largely determined the characteristiqs of retentiun, prometion
and transition, lhose discus.ed under tie fifth sub-tepic
indicatesd likewise that achievement too is determined to.a
large extent by the saue backoround facters. ~lillarly bhe
emergence of urbtan rural location a: a Yector deciding achieve-
ment wags alsou brought out Ly the sludies incluecud umles tle

gixih sub-tople diffevences wilthin regiona, In addilion a
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certein imbalonce Is noted with more siudice having proebed

into a few favoured areas e.g. achievement, currlculum and
metheds of instruction, with othors reveiving scent atlention

l.e. uge of instructional time and management ot sciicol level,
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Synthesis ,

i
!

3.0 In this chapter, a symthesis of the flndings eof

the research studies reviewed will be discussed (a) to ‘
identify tle deternminantz which contribute to elfectiveness
(b) to identify any limitations end gaps in existing regearch
and {c) to make suggestions for improvemenis in Lthe cenceptunl

framework.

3.1, _ Discussions of Research Findiags

It is signiticant thal ten of the thirteen studies
reviewed under the first sub-tople had focussed atlention on
the secondary school level, especially on junlor secomiary
school. The explanation lies in the fact that in 1972 a major
curricular reform had been introduced Go the nation's sciidols
at juninr-SPnn;dﬂvy-level.. Wily ewrrizulas hadea Ditwig T wl”
imnevative festures which distinguished it [rom the traditioual
3ubject curriculum, The radical revisions of the aims and
objectives of ilhe curriculum, its organization and the methods

of inatruction utilized in differont disciplines, provicec an

. ldeal field for exploration by rescavchers., Although some

significant chagges bad taken Ilace, in primary level they had

occurred mo=tly in the methods of instruction thon in coulent.

(

Though 1he subjecis examinéd. the level et which

they werce taught and the rmathedalegy uuged d1fforaed, the



amn

e LT 2

[

o g

Fo WL Ve e

o

e Rl T

.=

o

i

.

P AR

-

f A A by e

LT SIUEN W

"

Cemraa N B TR T Al atdee MERIESYA o 7 oaiw

RfpamAtkr g o £ot

invegtigationc into the contont point out the baslc problem of
gelection of content, especimlly whon & new iitograted discipline
is substituteé for several comparimentalized sgudjects. Theoe
studies investigeting inlo the in%egvated subjects ol Mathiemetics
(Buberu 1980) and Integrated Scloéce!(51vnneaan 1982) showed

that selection of content from the different compcuent subjects

had resulted 1n the content prescribed being too wlde and

difficult to be gcovercd within the stlpulated time.

Further some of the objectives of the Mathematlics
Curriculum, were found to be lnappropriate to Junior secondury
lavel and the curriculum had laild excessive emphasis on concepfual

4

development at the expense of the cemputationel skills.

A similar shoricoming in Aesthetic Actlvities ail
primary level poi-t:led oubl by de Silva (1J82) was thal Lhe threoe

subjects, 4Art, Dancing and kusisc did rot represent the ioial

i,
el

Lf
of Aesthetics and that Lluis fact had bindernd the altlsinmsat of
the objectives of the subject. fot il is notewerthy thati at
primary level Acsthelic lJectivities had nobt boecn subzbitnied Lor
the cumpenent subjects of Art, Dancing and lusle as was done at
Junior secondary level as poluled osub by ihe rescaveher. The
above studioes caution us against the praoctice ol conglemcrnbing
differant component sub,eris inle one tirowl sesa ag nn inbepro
subject and strongly puggests the necd for curricular yvevision,
carefnlly matc?ins the objectlives of subjucls pgdnet the waluz ity
level of the lcatmers of the grade 1n which il Ls belng tauvglt and
eloo to bring about a coliesivencss in the dlccipline ii=melf, DSuch

revleion would contribute to the rectifdcation of nout oth-~r
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ohortcomings apecifle to cach of the three areas studied that

I

were pointed oubt by tha researchers,

These studles however, indicate to us whers the gaps
in research lie. Especinlly'in view of the fact that a major
curricular revinion has been Introduced to Sri Lankan schioels

i
in 1972, rather espeditliously and iﬁ’view of the above findings,
a need for research to be conducted is indicated in the p?imary

school curriculum and also at junlor secendary school level,

egpeclally in the soubjects in which-integroticn has been sffeciod,

Other studiss reiterate the need to hive continuous
evaluation when a curricular innévution is introduced to the
school. valualion can_indicate tie appropriateness of intro-
ducing certeln content to a particuler grade ;evel, as in the
case of population education which was found to te more suilable
for introdugtion to grade & than grade 7 (Jayawardena 1079},
llesearchers have iuquired inte lhe relevance of the Iﬁtcgrated
curriculum to the subsquent vocational education and of the
secondary school curriculum tc employmenty, Hctthanénda (1078}
POiNy Gui ihai bre Integroted Science curriculum equiprpsd ustudents
wlth only atout 50 percemt of the scientifiz kmoislodge vequired
for vocational c;ursea while Amarasinghe (19234} concludad that
althouzh the objectives, content and mcthedology of a wide arroy
of subjects of the secpndéry sciicol were designed ror the dovelop-
ment of skills for self omployment, tac corriculnm had evoly
provided the foundatlon for rclevant aliitudes nnh =kills, I%
has to bte poiétad out hewever, that walle "ntegrated Helence

curriculum did nust have the specific oblectives of prepariug the
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Secondary School student for vecationasl education, the tolal
curric.ulum also had not specifically stated preparation for
gelf-anployment as ane of Lis objectives. Theoue Giudles still
indicale that jus:t as the evalaation of tha curriculum of
different sabjects has to be carried out to test hew far the
objectives for each had been ﬂpalized, the oulcomes of the

L4
total eurriculum sihould be evaluated against Iis cpecified
objectives e.gs the inculcation of ds;irable atlitudes, for
releVEnqe and further improvement, Researeh carried out so
Tar lndlcate that mere intlroduction of a curriculex immovatlicn

does not warrant complacency and that omong others continuous

evaluallien is necdcd, Ieseareh ferms the essential base for

such evaluation,

It is also pointed out that the parents, in generval
accept English as esgential ;or excellence in hlgher cducalion,
tiiat English hes a practical value for eifficiencr nwd eoployment,
and that English enables a person te be in touch with loeal and
international affairs and consequently that English should be
maie compulsory as a Second Lan;ﬁﬂge. This findin: i= taniapcunt
tv tue converse of popular beliel in tne sizties, when most Sci
Lankans cougidered Euplish as dispensavle due to itr detluronment
from the pesition of ine official lnuguuge. The ;igniflcance ol
this research lies in the direction it gives to iﬁé nolicy waKors
thal research should indicate the social relevance of any
curricular inwevaiionfchaujge that kas been introduced. Research
such as this could he'p to inlicute, on Lthe one hand, lthe relative

Iimportance attached to parllicular cuxrlealar otb.dvciiver and coutent
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by contomporary eor;let:f in tho light of coniinuous societel
change and alse facilitbtats the iﬁplenentation of newly introducod
changes by resliatically zscessing the temperamcnt of bhe gZroupa
participating in the aducationél venture,

’

£

Several studies looked into’the teaching of diﬁrerent
subjects in the curriculum : the teaching of Sinhala Language
{with two atudies investigating the teaching of Sinhalese grammar),.
toclal Studles and Religlon at junior sacondary level and of
reading at primary level, Attention is drawn by tha studies to
the importance of thc'sequence in teaching reading and zlso the
erucial importance the teachers'attitudes, experience and skil;s,
play in imparting the £Xill of reading to children (Lias 1980).
Even in ti:ie case of other subjects tcacher characteristics were

shown to be an important factor in the improvement of leaching.

Thus lack of competencies and negatlve attitudes of
Leachers, in:pite of improved gyliabuses and schomes ef study
(Kularatne 1975) and lack of motivation and braininsg iIn addltion
to shorteomings 1n ecurriculum developucut {Hewdtbin Wudiyouse 1213
vere pointed out as contributing to the low siandard ei tsaching
in these subjects, Sirlmanna's (1950) ztudy arrived at
the conclusion that there was no significani relallonship between
performance in Sinhala grummar ané the numbher of treachers cr tae

qualifications of teacliers iu a schcol.

Crn the whole, tho above studies indleate thal the
methods of teaching Tollowed by Lhe teachers, Lo a lar;s extent,

depend on their preparaiion, Ll.,e. thelr luowledge, attitades and

PR B T LY



Vo P g e et o Mg

——a

Mytsa 0 vy el S e e ek b =

FIRR'N

Il

PR )

€

LYY ]

atn Ny g o

<y b angan

Mo p e o Criemr g

-

3

R T R e R T IN

a

BEST
AVAILABLE 56

skills, which will also delermine how effectively they would
make use of tho curricular materials designsd for ithe classroom
in accordance with the guidelines issued.

Research haos also show? the posnsibiliiy of using

/!

traditlonal nmethedology of instructien, foxl effgotive lenrning
provided the methods are proporly goared to the specific
objectives of different subjects. Thus Atukorala (1977) found
thut geveral methods used to teach Sinhala Languapge at grade six
had proved effeciive even thuugh‘they were nob entircly novel or-
non-truditional. It is noteworthy however, that unlike in most
of the'subjectis-of the new secondary curriculum of 1972, content

in Sinhala Lanquage had nolt undergone much change,

+

'These Tindings highlight three iaportaat issues
relaled to curriculer contént waich need special consideratlion.
These are the prcblem of integration, matching curricular objec-
tives with the wmaturitiy ievel of the studenis and selectiion  of
contenl which is soclially relevant, In relstion to methods of

Trluasice vl Wi rule ol ebe iugusier ls”

* e n e - Lt - Rl -1 -
LD ETuC vaUl, Cule SopiiL

emphasized. & need to gear methods to achieve objuctlves of

different subjects is alse indicated.

OCverall, the review of rescarch studics f:lling vnder
the catexory of the first sub-topie iu tue siven framework
(efficacy of btraditional and non tradiiional ractrusclicnal methods)
indlcates the nned &o distigpuish hetween tho Lvo cateforirs of
rugesrch gbudics ceasidered Sopmetuner., X6 1s reievant bu sugpnst
thal the curricular content shiould be ceons.dered as a Jistinct

sub topic separsating it {rom that of insirurticnal muilliods,



.
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3.12 There is scanl research on the use of instruclional aids

in the ori Lank;n clagsroom. The iwo siudieasg reviewed elucidatle
hat though systematically developed instructional aids can
fucilitate the teaching leurging process {Pathirana 1982)'uso of

7
instructional aids in Sri Lanka is negligible (F:lpola 1982),

S R TS LA Sl S el Sl S e Spe b 4

Both studies revealed that teuching uids mske teaching more

AN e

4 effective although they wuse these minimally., ameng the reasons
L]
F inhibiting the use of insirueiional alds arc a general reluctance
: .-
: among, teuchers to uge them, the low ecinomic status of beachers,
i
s inadequate facilities in sclicols, insufficiency of training for
3 teuchers and . — PR
1 lack of incentives to use teaching aids.
Among the issues raised by these studies zre the need
“ L] .. Iy ' - .
. to improve teaching aids in keeping wait!' the development of
: techriology in the environment 2nd the need to obtain the parci-
. .
: cipation of ctudents in the preparation of insbtructional matciials,
7 .
: It is slso noteworthy that two off the wajur nnss
g nedia, the educaiional broadcasting and the edvcational *t:leva -icn,
-+
£
¥
™
i had so far fpiled to atirsct researchers'atlenlion., This appears
L 0
: as ¢ promising area for future regearch,
4 .
5 3.13 A sloller paucity of vescarch i: nolicealle urler the
& . *
4
%

. ti.lid sub-topic considered hers, instructional kime, Ome of Lhe

Tfactors which tends to reduce scheduled irstrectional time, s

. 4" 1
teacher nbsentevism and wos seen to vary accord.ag to tealher:

e e i,

background charrcteristics, L wag shoe»u thal teacker abreateciom

had affected tenclier pupill relatiership, the qualiiy of eduvalion

I"‘An)qa; vinke dba tiE e g 4 g L

B

A e .
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and discipline. Even this study, theugh it touches upon both

a cauge and-effec’ of the reduction ol ingtructionai time, had
not been undertaken with that axpress purpose in mind., It is
rertinent to note herg, thuot while the inereasing populariiy of
private tutoring is generally beligveﬁ Lo Le a result of o

1
lowering; of standards of education in schools, the letter is

often perceived ns nn outcome of the fact thut insiruction is
being supersedod by engagement of siudents in co~curricular werk
and in various functions andéd festivities, school, community and

national, within the time scheduled Tor instruction, Especially

in rural schouls where pupervision is exercised less and in

-
.

disadvantaged schools where discipline is given precedence over
resensch .
instruction,/on instructional time may yield fresh inaights.

3.14 4 ccnsiderable proporiion of the sludies reviewed had
probed intc the influence of extornal factors, wrinly of socicl
Tactors, or. the performance of schools, Thaese studiea rangud
trom those which bad a direct impact on the effeetiveness of
schoel teo these, whose luflucnce could only be indirect. Aniong,
the first category the majority considered scne index, of
participation at schcol, as a dependent va;iable and attempted o
find out the relationship between the exleruni faclors and lhis
dependent variable. While tLe methudelogy empleyed by Lie:ce
researchers differed, Lhe mojority used valldated inalrvmeais on
repressnlative sauples aasd thus could clolm generalizaoility Lo

their Tindings.

e mm = mmr s s mmam PR — - - v . mm
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A high degree of ccnsaesnsus appoarsd in the findings

of the reszaichera, Thus & positi;c relationship was revealed
between scoclo eccnomic backgrgunrof pupils and ihecir drop out/
ond repetition.(Siriwardena 1982, anutantri 1979, Gomes 1979,
Jayesyndara 1300, Juyasuriya 1981, «dlapatunga 1902). 1ln addition
it was pointed out that tea#her—related factors had aiso contri-
tuted to the problem of dropout but the generalizability of
these finding derived from the etudy of one schoul ave quepti-

onatle, (Jayzsundnra 1280),

These sludies highlight the fact, that mere provision
or expanslion of educalicnal facilities is not sufficienl to enable
sbtudents from disadvantaged arses to overcoume iheir initiél
handicaps and pinpeoint the need to look for coumpensatory m=zasurces
in craer to reduce an educational stratiflecation, conlorwing to

gucial stratification.

Dome recenarchers focuscsed on thres aspucis wiich

could help make the sciools more effcciive; the sociel uceds felt
Ly dduicsceilgiudente (Layalatha 1981); ihe needs of slow learnerc
in primary schools (Pirusena 1981) and tbe nceds of gilted zdoles-
cents (Karunaratne 1980), The value of the.e studies lies in the
directions they can give in order to minimise wastage al selioel
level by taking, into conrideration bthe Jdifferent iypes of sbudeat.
g of students., This

needs and the needs of different cologori

=

eren of studles appears as oae whaen choulu be given pricrity i8
future reseasrch, and decisionz on educalion, currienlar as well as
co-curriculer m:tlers, sheuld tzke into consideration the needs of

tlrte students. ILeseaico inte what studeunls hope to gair from
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schooling, their aspirations and how {ar these needs can ba
satisfied, can undoubtedly provide a more realistic framework

for educational policy making and planning.

Hemachandra's (1932) study represents an exploration

C o

into a novel phenomenon, privale tuiticiwhich is steadily and
speedily gaining ground even s io threaten the formal school.
In conjunction with the earlier suggested research, fufther

probing ianto this arca on a wide scaie can provide answere to

what the students/parents see in an effective school.

On the whole, the influence of external fectoers has
been, subjected to adequa?e attention by researchers., It yet
remains to be investigated through cecearch, homeve}, whnt
measures can be taken to increase the effectivencvss of schools

so as to ovarceme the influence of external factors.

3.15 The fifth sub-topiec of schocl elfectiveness, achievemEuL,
has been investigated by many & researcher in Sri Lanka. This
is> viplaiuned by a pre_eminence which achievcrenl has gained
especially &8 measured by examinallon succeons in the Ceimul
schocl system in vecei:t years. Liost of Lhese studies atiempi

to find out what factors influence educalionil achievewenl in
different school subjescts or general achjevemenl in ceriain

exaninations.

Most of these studier had sxatiiued athicverenti at
secondary level, 2.z, Abeykoon (1901) Lhzrmuada~n (1997 Yelpnma

{1985) idabzkoon (1977) Walteon (1980) Cheudrasena (1972); whils
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Kariyawasam and Wananloghe (1982) investiguted into achisvement
of primary level students in Reading qu Mathemalics., the level
of achievemont in Reading and Malhemeties was seen to be deplo=-
rably low, though iﬁ genernl, the level of comprenension of

t inhala was adequately high (Abeyknuﬁ 1981).

Kariyawasam and wanasinéhe (1982) found that thers
was a markel <igpnriby among scheols, willr ithe performance of
sludonts In :w0all and below average schools being very podr. A
sirong correlation wos revealed between achievement end urkan
and rurnl lovcntion and sex (Dharmadasa 1982) and Letween cchleve-
ment and socio.econoumis background {Alahakoon 1977, Waltown 1980,
and Chandresena 1979), .The 1ast study though lacks metliodological
clarity as the researcher had indiseriminately lurmped tagether
diverse variables whicn were schocl-related, teacher relatéd and
3ES - related {socio ecouomic status) as 'exlermal' varinbles.
Cne study noted that although, on the whéle, a gigniiicant
correlation existed between educationnl achievement and subsequent
soecial mobility and snefoweconomic _hackeround of  etudeonts, ile
Central Schools has emerged as avenues leadinyg ito success far

students of deprived backgrounds (Gunawardenu 1982),

In addltion, recearchers have altempted to proube into

other factors that could exert an influence on achievement., Among

I\‘l

such chtors examined are the influence of Ll perceplion of

objectives ww pariicipation in extra-curiicular activitles uu
uciilevement, the validity eof the Scholavship Sxeniuation, siadent

fiow into city scheols and Leacher preparalion.
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It was rointed out that tha porception of
objectivup waus pot related Lo ochievement (pharmuﬁasu 1982).
Welgama's (1985) atody is significant in ithoat it identifics
schocl ganmes as being valued by-parents and teachers Tor
charactor formati;n and enhancemen; of Jou opportunities, bat
as affecting academic achievement adversely. 4 noteworthy
conclusion arrived at was that the predictive and conteni
validity of the Scholarship examination which is uscl to select
students for admission to prestigicus schecols is low (Nuvaraina
1985) The perceptio£s of City Schools as effective by parenils
creates g demand for echool places, and ihat ualess the siudent
flow is rotionalized, this can result in overcrowdinrs ond
ingufficiency of faecilities in these schools was also poivted
out (Gunaratna and Perera 1983), The importance of teach.r
wreparation for inereasing the effectiveness of schuols is
smphasizec nud cupgestions for improvement of the exlsting

courses axre consequenlly made {Gunawcrdena 1972, Jatunarachehi

1982).

The studies reviewed here clearly indicate why
equanlization of facilities becomes critical if effective schocols
are to become a reality in this countyry. They also ndicale
the lop ~ sidedness that in evidwut iu the arca examined upder
the determinant of achlevement. The majur focus of nitention
hay been the influence of =soclo-csunomie factorz, School W
Telated Inc{ors such as plent fosilities, lustiuchiocual
matarinls aad other amenities or impazt of teacher preparallea

or teacher gnallty have recelved only scant altentica,
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3.16 Researohers have repeatedly pointed out that despite
significant progress made in the expansion of educationml
facllities in the country,mar¥ed digparities 1ln pruvision of
educational facilitles and teachers especislly in Seience
education at primnry level, persisV b¢th among disiricts aad
within districts. (Enquist et.al 1965, Gunaratne et.al 198?,
Gunaratne and Navsratnarajah 1982, Jayaweera 1978, Hargn 1974).
Some of these analyges of nutional statistics on edueation hpd
used ocientifically developed procedures for comparison. Two
studies have examined in dcpth the =ffectiveness of iwo typew

of gchecols in disadvantazed envirénmcnts {Juyawzera 1600, Peliris
et.al 1982), These studles while pointing Qut that facilities
themselves are not equitably disiributed alsu unanimously confirm
the findings of the studlies which we;c reviewed iiere earlier,
that provigion of schools alone does nol amourt to a provision

of equal educationsal opportunity; that socio economic and
environmenial fackors cperale so as to ducids Lhe educational
success of lndlviduals entoring schools as well as the gffective-
tess of sghools tuemselves: Thé need 1n the case of Lhis issue,
therefore, is for further rosearch to ingulre inte ilhe efficacy
of speciiic, concrete measures that cen minimlze the effecl of

the snvironmental factors so that policy makevs could decide the

extent to which such measures should be implomented,

37 Schooul management is amonyg the l2ast rewrarchsd arcas in
Sri Lanka, Gunarckara {1974) has idcntilied several frefors that
infivence tne decision making by a school principul, These ave

“urenucratic hierarchy, rules and regulstions, truditlonsl values,
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teacher cliquoo and genior and more yuvalified teachers., It
was shown Lhat thoe principal had to take decislons responding

1.

to two cumps, officers cne side and the teachers on the:dbhg?, R

ey sr

with tue principals tending more often to agree whith officers.

The other study which pioebed inte classroom management
{De Silva 1982) ideuntified schoel location, type of students
predeominant in a school and their socio~eccnomic background as
factors influencing classroom management and discovered wvariaticns
in class climate, leadership, discipiine, class conlrol, teaclisrs!
rola aad the influence of peer groups from school to scheol. It
is specially noteworthy that thOugh good management is pfien
considered as the key to effectiveness, vexry litilis effort has

been taxen to assess its role or impact on the Sri Lapikan schocls,

3.2 Limitations and gaps in exisling researci

The majority of the -fifty research studics reviewrad

a LA

here, are dissertations submitted as =z requiremenl fox the

award of higher degrees in Universitiess. These have painly

utilised survey methods for dstz cullectlon and studics employing

participatory observation sre nolanly lacking. IL is in

je

reasingly

]

believed that the complex rnsture of the school demands bhe us2 of
cocio-antiiropelugical methods, to catech what goes coun iu sclioels,
to ipuke them effective, and the abosence of such .tudies nppear

15 a gap in existing research,

The zoue facl that the majority coi tie studies are

atudent research, whiech Lv often limited in sgcope due btu concern
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identify problems in practice znd to find solutions for them
i B

is smpoaxrre.

h
e gehool level on which research has Lesuusea is

slzo important Lacanse the quoaalies of geperadiaing [rom thoe
{indings of one schoul level to different levels would ciop up,.

As statazd aarlier, a consifecabdls number of slwiles reviewnd
have conceplralbesd cn juniocr secepndary scheoel level, Tie problem
of genaralizing from these findings to primary.level or to

aonior secomdary level moy ned Le wholiy appropeiate,

T4 is alsc neteworthy thal upte nuw resaviceh has Lacu

navvowly iied Lo pisecizely rountruble vari.bles such es porfloera-

with siudent acndeonic achiecvewent, This arounls e @a ignncing
of othor cutcomes of gchooling 3vi£@z B many paronus and
educctars, sush as lecrning bte ma™e decisicns, Jevalewelas S00W8
2gfuon, hisher grder thinkire L33l a:d on ovegihotlin pong (0I1 0ty

Clher charectepistics which distingnish effective schoels such
av the gonoesl ellunie o the overnll alwespheie, a deringt

value syslem, cccduaive itelzticncting, bave pol onwen heen ;uven
L t v 4 ’ ™

- P - - + - - L TS . H
v eprivion In osesearcel,  Pius Lhe soob uwoblble charloon ong, i
aurnbihg rescarcs Llterainee anpsore 1o beo b picoucasar tin

Loorantofaat e asieets o eifeativenale osditg bo o onneglecd
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Anovther aspect which appears to be negleciced 1g thot
no sludles huve been directed to investigate the totaliiy of
a scheol, While lsolated factors and characteristics which
contribute to the effectiveness of a school hwnve been probed,
resenrchers are oblivious of ile fﬁct;that an effective school
is an amnlgaw of several posltive characteristics which have
to be considered togetﬁer. A noteworthy gap in the regeerch
reviawnd is the paucity of casc studies of different types of

scheools in different environments.

koreover a noticeable lopsidedness in the roscaich
carried out appears as these studies have focussed at%ent}on
only on the policies, measures that have been introcuced io
schools suggesting that the majority ere evaluative, The
nuntber of researchers »™o ', vz been tempted to experiment o
try out novel coucepté&sethCCr or aids in the ‘elassroom ziiun-
tior with a futuzisilc otjective tu meke suggeslions es ‘Lo
thieir approupristeness is negligidtle, This situation iz
Qerhaps explainable by the fact thiat opportunities for yre-

fescional and applied research is limblud.

2.3 Sugiestions for improvement teo the conceptual framuwork

The review enakles us to suggoest vevisious to the
cerceptual framewerk utilized. TFirsliy there appears o uodd
to distinguish between currieular conieont frem instrvctlions)
rethodolog; nitheugh beth lhase cntegevics of reprarch stuGlies

were included under the same sub-btopic In the given framesurk.

vonteat demands to be considered sz a detorminant on 1is cwa



el W RAe m

67~

right, firatly becuuse content relevant to the needs of tho
student and pociaty, can to a large extont deteralne tho
effoctivenens of- -schools, and secondly, becauze the major stap
taken towerd improving the effectivenesis of Sri Lankan schools

in the past has been a curricular inrovgtion,

There appears a neced te be more specific about the
fifth sub-topic, i.c, the necessary physical and educaiional
Trescurces. The term cducatlonal resourcesg can even include

physical resources, while teacher resources have not heen

explicitly meniioned. Tescler resourcss have a. dircct iwpact

on achievement and resource investment in teacher development

-is related to student achievement. In addition socio-ecozconiic

factors appeared in the reviewed studies as a factor determining
achipvement, and tlersfore this sub-=tcpiec can be re-wordad Lo
include socic-szconomic factors and physical and human rssources

that cetermine achlievement.

Another determinant of effective school which has
hern tntally overlooked.in reseaxrab snd absent frop Lhe goncen~
tual framewoerk is the school culture which c¢ncompasses several
aspects such as the school climate, relationships among pértici-
pants in the educational enterprise at school level and the

valres end goals deemed as important by pasrtvicipant sroups,

te

On the whole,on'y minor revisziouns are suggusled to
thu conceptual [i-mework: to include one e.tra sub-ilople, that
of the achrol culture, to split up the first sub-ltopic ifuto nvo,

distingulsting curricular coatent from lnsiiuctional weshodologyr

Py
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and to changie the fifth sub-topic-from physlcal and educatlonzl
resources to socio-economic fasiors and physicael aud teacher

resources.,

The review gf the selected research studles and its
synthesis thus allows us to identify;SQQeral determinants of the
effective school.

These aro:

(1) curricular content

(é) instructional methodology

(3) ihstructicnal {ime

(4) socal and economic factors

{(5) school related factors viz physicel and teacher

rescurces

(6) anironmental factors including pgeographiecal,

technnlogiceal and political fnctoré

(7) managenment ot scheol ilevel and

{B) sclwool culture.

- ke

I% should beadted, huwever, tnal eJen these lLaenti-
fied factora determinlng effectiveness do not operatbe siugliy,
but interact sc s to form elements of a complex whole. As
stich attempls al improveweri of cchool elffoctiveness sheould no¥

£

ne directed toward: renipucciion of each indiviuual Zfactoer

but should consider them as parts of an inlegrated Tframeweirk.
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Implications n~nd Recommondations

L 3

4.0 Intraduction

Reseorch findings cannot bz regarded as prescriptions
that should be used to direct pelicy or mandate adminlsti-iive
decisions., But they can be communicaied to decision makers,
who should be stimilated to reflect on and critically znalyse
the suggestions that would represent pblicx or plonmndng deei-
sions., Research can also trigger off further research to prole

into problems and issues not fully explained hitherto.

Thus the implications and suggestions emerging irom
research included@ in the present review are consldered under Lhe
three headings of educationsl policy, educational plamning eud
resensrch. Those recommendailions and suggestilonu explicilly or
made Ly “bhe researchers which demand a revislon of
the existing policy or a new policy decisinn will te digcusced
under implications and recommendstions for poliey formulatioa,
Those sugrestions and recommendaticns which cen be accrmodated
vithin the existing educational policy are discussed unddr
implications and recommendations for planning. Any gans
discarmible in the research hitherio earried oulb and recommen-
cations wh;ch: though suggested, do not indicata e need for
polizy revieion, and thus necesslitate further reserrch will be
cennidered under impliéatlens and recommendatilon Tfor research, =

highlighilng the priority issus identificd, .
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It is noteworthy, however, that as the raview included
g selection of studies carried out after 1970, some of the
recommandations oé the researchers have alread)y been accepted
or imblemented. The recommendations and their implicatious

!
which will be discussed in this chapter are those which

roviewers consider as contributing to school effectiveness.

4.7 Implicntiona for Policey

Existing research has highlighted the disparities
prevalent within regions and among regions in Sri Lanka,in aiite
of a phenomenal quantitative expansion of the provision of
edvcation in the last few decades. The schools percelved us
‘more effective' are generally lscated in 'histeorically
favoured arnns of the country. Although 1t may not be possible
to comrictilycliminate such disparities, the gituatidon undoub-
tedly cullis for a policy decision to maike use vl 'positive
ﬁiqcriminationf-to reduce the imbalances »r.uug regicns and
‘schools. Thus sllocations of resourcesto the districis and
Lo schools should be basged on an asgessmeat of their respecetive

needs.

another need identified by the review, sus tire aeed
to reduce the influence of the external facturs, i.e, envirun~
mental and soclo-economic factors thal affect student particli~
pation and achievement, as well as the effectivencas of schoola.
It is tnerefore pruposed, that educatblon needed for disadven-s
taigod nrcas should be recognized as a 'composite iutecrlinked

prukece of services' Iin formal edaeatlon, non-formal educa*ion,

he-oth, rivtrition and recreation.

wHaw
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Research hes slse pointed out the oxcsssive
emphasls placed on academic achiecvsment, Thus sucess at
written examinations is equeted with 'education', and the
effactiveness of schools is alsg judged by the examlaailen
sucess of their students. It 1s Jisd noteworthy that while
curricular revisions emphasisc the need to considexr an
all-round development of the individual as the aim of educa-
tion, examinations continue %o asscss only mcquisition of
knowledge, This clearly indicates tho need for a mar
systematic and balanced procedure of evaluation, Thues it is
proposed that 8 system of evaluation in which the contisuous
assessment of students' progress is done, puying due regard
to the wide range of outcomes éuch ag orizinality, and higher
forms of cognitive behaviour expected from fSchooling, should

bep adopted as a poliey.

4.2 Implicaticens for Plauninzg,

+

The recaurch review nted oub, vericus

todly peointed
shortcomings on the selection and organization of currleular
content, It is noteworihy thal a major means of recoguizing
geveral cutcomes that are valued by educators is a relsrm of
the curriculum, Thus the educational planner gienld baxe
stepe to attach sufficisnt emphasis io such oulcomes as the
davelopmeﬁt of creativity, critical awnvencvss nad adaptabiility

to change, which tend at preseat Lo be overchidowsd by oxamina-
tions, through curricular cevisivns, Similarly curriculaxr

revisions c¢an help to mike school a wore practicol Lustliution
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which is linked to the werld of work. A unead for a re-exami-
nation of the manner in which the organlzalion of contont
under integrated disciplines is likewlse indicated. Although
much headway has already been made in this difection, the

review indicated the need for further actioin,

! L]

Currigular ravisions should be accoﬁpnnied by an
adequate provigion of comprehensgive teachera' guideé, handlbooks,
up-to-date teaching materials, supplementary practical books
and readers to ensure proper curricﬁlar implementaticn.
Especially in the case of smaller schools, achools in which the
majority of the students are from low socio-economic bvackgrounds,
and scheels in which teache?s lack an adequate training, the

provision of the above resources appear as essenzial,

supply of necded resources would noet be sufficient
to make an impact on the effectiveness of a school, unless an
adeguate number of leachers, quuallfied and willing sre cvalilable
to mawe ma.cimum use of the provided resvurces., MNost of the
research studies reviewed pinpoint tré importance of this
factor and it is noteworthy that a recommendslion which occurs
-most often in research is the need for better prepuration of
teachers. At present teacher preparation i1s being given much
proringiace., Vhat the‘pianners should specifically conbempilnta
in a.dllion, i3 on the improvement of the quali telive e
metivational properties of teachers, It was showa thzi more
than 1 laex of knowledge or skills, what our teachers lacked
nost were the deslravle attitudss towards Lhe prolession. A

welleplanned system of teacher improvewent which emphasizes



not oaly teocher trqiping but alse recognizes the noed Tor
impurtianl procedures of teacher recrultment, transfers and
promotion, using a balance of incentives, rewards and punish-
ments to mould congenial condltions of work should be formulated
by the plamners to induce the necessary attitudinal and motiva-

. i
tional changes in teachers. !

In addition,the social organization of the school
also, should creale a positive cullure within which learning
can flourish. The school policy should be clear as to the
importance of different aspects of learning fthat it attempts
to enforce- academic orientation, order and discipline, sccial
relationships and participation in co-curricular activitievs ete.
This necessitate a climate.in which teachers can e#gage in

teaching with minimum interruption,

Research also highlighted the constrainis on school
cffectiveness that are imposed by environmental facters. This
fact demands the educational plonners to search for meens of
reducing the hindering nature of these en?ironmental factors,
It 1s pertlnen£ to sugsest, therefore, thel a programne of
pogitive descremination should be introduced so that students
from disadvanlaged buckgfounds could be helped by previsicn of
resources, guidance and counseliing to overcome ihe hamllienps
ef their family backgrowid, Such programmes can boc elffeclively
Clicked with school based programmes of community development,
to allow the school to beconme an initrator ol soclo-econumic

change in A copmmunity.
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Implementation of community developmeant pregramnes
undoer the auspices of rural schools would ve effeclive, however,
only to the extent that the wdninistrators encourage originallty,
g0 that identifled .centers could be alliowed to interpret the
nalional curriculum programme in the céutéxt of the pgeographical,
social and eccnomic environment in which the schodol is localed.
Success of such innovations would also depend to a large extent
on Lthe manzgement capabllity of the principsl, whe with his
colleagues on the teaching staff has to meel the cﬁallenge

depanded by these progromues.

Especially in svch schools, and in all schools in
general, the effectiveness of a schoei can, to a large exntent,
depend on schocl manngement, Educational Managément has been
nev identified as an area which should bve iven priority and
this should be [further strengthened. The questiion of pre-
service treinirg of principals ncquire much sipgnificauce as the
appointmant of teachers with insufficieut expexrisnce sand

training as priuéipals is detripental to schoeol effectivencss,

o

A sclhieme should therefore be degigned to create g pool of
potential principals by : -
(1) identifying effective principals in schoolsz,
(2) identifying prowmdsing teachers with potentisl to
aszume respon:.ibility aug school managers, aud
(3) training such teschevs as under studics lo effceblve

nrincipals,

Fearly 20% of the Jri Lank.n gchools £ 11 ura'er the

cetegory of empll schools and due to low enrolment they lnck
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sufficlent teachers to provide one teachor for each class.
Thus multi-grade tcaching poses as a major difficulty of the
smoll schools. This situation creates an urgent need for the
training of ileachers for small schoold =nd steps should be
taken to develop a teacher education programme to fulfill tuis

need,

Finelly, certain categories of students such as gilled
and slow-learners were ghown as needing special atlention bty the
researchers., At present, there is no programne at sehool level
to ide.tify ané provide s curriculum relevant to the needs of
those student groups. Steps should be taken Lo evelve prosrammes

vhich can be implemenied toc cater to thege necdu,

4.3 Implicaticns and Recommendz=iions for Research

The review cerried out indicated a certsin lop-
sidedness in the nature of the research studies that had bteen
underiaken., The majorily of lhe studles were carried zul by
higher degree students end as & result have becen coustrained Ly
such factors as non-ayailability of sufficient fundz and other
practical considerations., DIrofessiora™ =or -~uvrn 18 alsoe Limwlor
«¥ the same factor of funding. The cuanlalive uffeét of these
cenaitions is a notoable dearth ol cuiperim=ntal or actltion regearch

studiesg,

Az remarked earlier, the type of resenrch, te =owne

entent detormines the methodology used by the researchers, the
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identify the recds of Sri Lankan children without conveniently

using tymcleivs developed in the West.

~ A critical need appears %o be lo undertake
experimental studles which will lead to the
H .
2
development of learning thcorics relevant 1o the

Sri Lankan context, appliesble to the needs of

Sri Lankan children.

Research has indicated the need to ensure a smooth
flow between education a8t different school levels, beiween
school level education and education zt subsequent levels, as
vell as between sclool level education and the world of »ork,
as school effectiveness is ultimatly Judged by its output,

On the one hand, a continuity hns to be ensured belwceu the
y )
different levels of. school, primary, jurior seccndzry and
senior secoudary. Especially a gnp is indicrted betwesn ihso
latter two levels. It is glso pertinent to iafquire the extent
to which education at secondary level facilitates transilion to
higheor or vocalivagld wducailon cubtequerntly zind to the labour
market.
~ The educetional programme at school level has to
be exmmined in reletion to” the necd to link it to
further levels of education and to the labour market.
4 regsearch iscue that energes from the reviees is the
reed to probe Into social acceptance of sclivol. The studies
carried ocut on rural and small wchools indicete Lhat 3 school

can be eifective only to th= extent that its alms, gonls aud



functions are endorscd by the wider society. This poses the
issue of inquiring into populer expectations to assess how far
a plamed curriculum or education in géneral, mabeh with societal
expectations, and if conflicts are perceptible, how they can be

i

resclved d

- Thera 1s 8 need 1o research into the receplivity of
community to changes/innovztions introduced to school
so that innovations can be reformuleted to facilitate
implementation indicating to the implementors how

implementation should be ecarried out,

The above igsue is closely tied up with the notion of
relevance of education, espécially in the casc of rural and
disadvantzged communitiss., EBxisting research his poinled outl
that disedvantaged communities exeri an influence which deprusses
educationzl echievemenl of studenbs end the effeutiverness ?k
schools. In such a context, an issue which invitos regsearchors?!
attention is the need to luvok for means of using the school as

a prepeller of community development.

- Research should be undertaken Lo in-juire intc
how school can fuvnction ns a centre Toxr colmuniiy

developument,

A related finding emerging from rewcarch is Lae
persistent influence tiat ic exerted by socio-economic dacliirounils
of stndents on their participstion or academic aéhi:vemput. Piis
finding presents a  strong case io lrest a seerenr [or weasures
that can counteract the negative cffects of antccedent cocini

backpround as a priority in reserreh.
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-The need to discover strategieé that can be used to
overcome the negutlve influsence cxeried by lower
socio~economic background on achievemenb  is pointed out.

In contrast to the large number of studiea investlgaling
the influence of soclo~eceonomic facLors,'u hegligibla number has
focussed on school related factors, It is possible that school
related factors may also determine wastage or the level of
achlevement of students in a school. Increased ewphasis is
being placed on the improvemenl of school relateéd factors by

curriculur reform, provision of facilities and teacher

preparation.

- A notable lack exist in research investigeiing inte
the relationship between school-related faclors and
wastage/ achievement, und fuiure research should

Y

leook lnto this relationship with the aim of finding

solutions for ury problems thal mny Le ldentiltied.

e

The role of the tencher emerged an a cruciul facter
in school effectiveness. The properlics of the teacher Lhal
were shown as having a negative impact on several characteriscics
of effective schools, sucﬁ as instructional time, use of instruc-
tional methods and aids, were not so much a lack of knowledge or
gkills, but a lack of motivation. Invesbigution into what

procedures can bring abcut abtiitudinal changes in teachers is

thus indicaled as 2 productive area of future rescarcl.
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-~ Research ponints to a need to inguire inte the problems
that occur in bringing about en attitudiﬁal and motiva-
tional change required of the teachers and developing

strategies that can result in a qualitative improvement,

Similarly increased aitenti;n 1s being focussed on the
improvement of man erent at school and classroom level, MNunuge=-
ment cuan help manipulate the forces that influence school
management, both lnternal and external forces, and tq improve
such aspects as decision-making and time scheduling in - school,
Yery little research'has been conducted on managing scihivolsz,
School managoment! thus poses as 8 research issue that should be
given emphasis,

- In the context of absence of bagic resesrch fo
examine the relatiomship bdetv.:n managemect and
effectiveness of schoolg, -. argent need appuars bo
be more rescarch te be underitaken to survery suclh

relatiouships.

- At 1+ ke
- v en2 X =+ C

AT A A s
avuae e ae

a4

¥

ness is not a haphazard ccllection of several 1sclated vuriables
but a complex whols in which a number of factors orerate intor-
acting with each other. Studies curried out in 3ri Luaks e far,
have overlooked the crucial role played by a pusitive schoul
culture, or more specifically, its climato, in meuldin: a belief
ﬂystém which values geademic schievement apd everybody's contri-
bution, and Affects order and discipline to posilively inflvenge
" sehool effectiveness, Zuch a perspective argues strongly for

research to be pursued to iuvestigate the schoel cullure of
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offective schools - shat factors, in what quantum, &nd relatving

in which maunor to each other - comblne to form the toial

goehool enlture gonducive te el ool =ifociivenass,

~ Tha neeld to explore the totality of school culture
ol effestive zcheols, ‘o;esiahlish the characheristico
und thelr intirrelelicnshipes and determine sflective-
nesg emnerpes wus ma imnporbant rosesrch lsstue. Tuds
cnn bu Durriner exlended by louking inle ihr Zreblaens

that othnr schools face in evolving a posliiive gnliuare,

and how tliese preblems cua be reselved.

4.4, Coneludirrs Hole

Tio faeb tihas molblivation to aadeiiaie roseavech secinzs
frem the acadoemic interest of jadivi ual rescavehers to riudy a
certain jissue at depth rvesvlils in sbudlzs being conducked withoutb
much attention Veing paid to their salicnce or rTelavuace. This
had understandubly givea 1ine to a proliferativn of vesenrch io
cortaln 2reas with a parsllel; kakal aheegrce of (inloTogs ToRaT-
ding cther areas. OCa the whele exinting res?avrch appears bo have
feoussed mostly on lhe erfleacy of innovairens introduced to
cchools, with haxdly an atlempl bs

o omadde 1o ascesg Lhe sulln-

b

Silkty ¢f innevatilens through experismeniziion.  Ab preseni Lae
il
¥runneas 1s Yo iovoatigale M"uhat bl hrepreaed Bt rod ovadertaky

ceeansl oyl oa Detusciotlle opiend wi. o oA 2t osd peed arises,

, Yo undertoie reccageh on ciisclove sewaulo, that helps

a6 o A whot we are deing ib o rere cisedily ead which only will

indlente whnt Lz best done in the fuiwre,
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