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PREFACE
 

The U.S. Mission in Guatemala has compiled the following information as a guide to U.S.
importers interested in expanding or initiating a commercial relationship with the Central American 
Republic of Guatemala. The booklet should be equally useful to potential investors and
representatives of related service industries who require a summary of the Guatemalan 
nontraditional agricultural sector in a concise format. 

The U.S. Mission provides this revision to complement the efforts of the Nontraditional Export
Guild (Gremial dc Exportado-c de Productos No-tradicionales) to support one of the most rapidly
evolving sectors ot this primarily agricultural economy. Export promotion, and particularly
diversification to "nonIraditional" exports, is one way in which the United States contributes to the 
success of Guatemala under the Caribbean Basin Initiative, with the goal of improving economic 
conditions and increasingl two-way trade. 

The products listcd in this guide are those agricultural products considered nontraditional. The 
most important exports from Guaemala continue to be traditional agricultural exports -- coffee,
bananas, and s;ugar. The winter vegetable, tropical fruit, and herb and spice industries are areas 
of greater interest in tcrms of potential expansion, however. 

Much of the material presented cannot be officially verified and all of it is subject to change
without no)tice. It is advisable to contact the U.S. Government contacts as well as the exporters
themselves, througih such organizations as the Nontraditional Export Guild, in order to learn of
advances and changes in the industry as time passes. An Importer's Guide to Nontraditional 
Agricultural Products hor Guatemala, however, can serve as the First step for deepening a 
newcomer's knowledge of the framework for entering into trade with the land of the eternal 
spring, Guatemala. 

'f' V \. 
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"INIRODUCTIONTO GUAIEMALA
 

'beJh the Lvnd]Pe cani 

is the largest Central American country in terms of population (estimated 8.7 mill ion)
argstn (hpproximately 42,(0 square miles). It is located south of Mcxic and 

;i;also borders with'El Salvador, Honduras, and Belize. Guatemala has around 275 miles of coiistline, 
rimarily on the Pacific Ocean but also on the Caribbean. The country's geography is impressively

diverse. Elevation ranges from sea level to almost 12,500 feet and precipitation, and temperaturesV~aya drmatically amiong differenit regions of' the country, thus creating a number of' distinct 
environments. 

The official language is Spanish, although many of the Mayans, who constitute about half of the 
population, have maintairid their culture and speak their own dialect some over-- of the 25 Adifferent dialects being so unique that they are considered as separate languages. Many business 
people, particularly in the agricultural export industry, also speak English. About 40% of the 
population is concentrated in urban areas, with around 2 million in the capital, Guatemala City. 

The country is divided into twenty-two political divisions called departments. By f1ar the largest
department is the Peten, which covers the northern panhandle of the country, jordering the full 
length with Belize, and remains to a large extent in jungle. There are other remote areas only now 
under colonizatign such as the northern scctions of Huehuetenango, Quiche, Alta Verapaz, and 
Izabal Departments. The remaining departments -- and the southern or central sections of 
IHuchuctenango, Quiche, and lzabal -- are far more accessible and developed, and therefore more 
apt for the export of perishables. A map of the country with departmental divisions appears as
Figure 1. A map of the administrative divisions used by the Ministry of Agriculture for programs 
appears in Appendix III. 

The country can be divided into regions according to climate and culture. 'The areas of' most 
interest for a produce buyer or importer based on existing infrastructure and production are the
Southern Coastal Plain, the Western Highlands, the Central Highlands, and the Southeast. For 
example, the Southern Coastal Plain is a warmer area with plentiful rainfall and rich volcanic soils. 
That is the region with the greatest production of tropical fruits, cotton, sugar cane, and other 
warm weather crops. 

Coffee, flowvers, and much of the cool weather vegetable production is centered in the Western 
Highlands, which have sites that can drop below freezing.. A large Indian population accustomed 
to producing corn and beans has successfully shifted to these other high labor crops. 

The Central Highlands is similar though slightly than, the Westernto, warmer Highlands.
Culturally, this area is largely influenced by the presence of' the national capital, Guatemala City,
and the related urban population. Fruit, flower, and vegetable production is concentrated in this 
area. The overwhelming majority of supply for the country's freezing plants, for example, has come 
from this area. Resulting high land prices and demand for supplies have made it far more 
competitive than the other regions in recent years. :Most companies have offices in the capital and 

Lu many farm owners live there and commute to their production sites. In recent years, somei 
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expolters have opened offices in the second largest city, Quezaltenango (also called Xcla aftcl its 
Mayan name, Xelaju), which is more central to the Western Highlands. A branch of the 
Nontraditional Export Guild also opcratcs out of Quczaltenange and air service from Guatemala 
City isbeing offered on a more regular basis for those w,,ho wish to avoid the four-hour drive. One 
of the principal freezing companies is planning to open a plant near Xela to tap that area's supply. 
Nonetheless, Guatemala City promises to remain the central location for the export industry for 
soeic time. 

The Southeastern area, bordering londuras, isa idrier zone with much of its production under 
irrigation. This is an excellent production area for melons, tomatecs, cucumbers, and other crops 
that can be sensitivu to heavy rainfall. 

Major highways connect the capital with importan! production zones, and these with the major 
maritime ports: Puerto Santo Tomais de Castillo and, Puerto San Jose on the Caribbean, and 
Puerto Quetzal on the Pacific. Both the Guatemala City airport and the airport at the 
departmental capital of the Pctcn, Las Flores, are international. The map of Guatemala shows the 
loc ,t!,:, I these points. In Table 1,characteristics of the departments are listed, including the 
approximate distance on major highways to the Guatemala City airport, Puerto Quetzal and Puerto 
Santo Toli'is de Castillo. (Pucrtt) San Jose and other Pacific ports are not important for shipments 
of fruits and vegetabhs.) lvaltudtions of the maritime ports are available through the Office of the 
Agricultural Attache (scc Appendix IV). The transportation committee of the Nontraditional 
Export Guild (see Appendix V) could also elaborate on the facilities and services currently available 
at the maritime ports and at the international airport. 

Ilistorv and Politics 

Centuries before the arrival of Columbus, Guatemala was already the center of the culturally rich 
Mayan civilization. Descendants of the Maya today make up half of this country's population of 
nearly nine million. Advanced in astronomy and mathematics, the ancient Maya invented calendars 
as accurate as those of today. 

In the sixteenth century, Gunatemala became the political and cultural center of Central America 
under Spanish rule. In the early nineteenth century, following the region's independence from 
Spain, Guatemla bcace tihe capital of the United Provinces of Central America. After that 
federation broke up in 1838, Guatemala became an independent republic, as did the other Central 
American states. 

For the next one-and-a-half centuries, Guatemala alternately enjoyed periods of civilian democratic 
rule, and periods of' dictatorship and/or military government. 

In 1985, Guatenala adopted a new constitution. Free and fair elections followed, with a 
democratic civilian administration again scheduled fbr Novcnbcr 19%0, when a new Congrcss will 
also be elected. After two unsuccessful coup attempts -- in May 1988 and May 1989 --
Guatemalans appear more than ever determined to ensure the long-term survival of their new 
democracy. 
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TABLE 1. CHARACTERISTICS OF GUATEMALA'S DEPARTMENTS* 

Average 

F.I(.,limI)Annual Rainfall (inces.) Annual Temrpeirature Distance (milt.s) to: 
AverageName Maximumr Minimum Maximum Minimum (I14 yteam-) (T1) (-c) 

Puerto Iluerlo 
Capital Quetzal SI. "lomd.s 

Gullul ,202() I.64011 117 19 7S (,s 201 11 08, 1100Sa~m caIt ite/ 8,211? 4,10-11 156 11) IN8 (S 20) q 2515 
,hnienno .,40X, 2tH. 

F1 
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1 h2th3l ltl~ ~ ,1 2
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SOURCE: INSI\'V'ME-l. IIN);t,and maps. 

"-\cludng Al, \Vcrapai/and Ihe lctn shtch are no \et' accessible fo~rmansram agrculural xpor.
-'Dis~ ttac is etimatlnged fromil the1 dcpartninLi~ l c'a;pital ci'II I%,it -uallctr;ia i C'itv (intdiranjll~li ilrpo~rl , 1o) the

principal Pacific port lor this industry, Puerto Quoit/a, and it) tihe Atlantic port, Puerto Sanio To'rnl/s dc
 
C'astlloh. Ibis Is I0 r.p'is a cncral indication of tihe tuime iI transpolt.
 



The prcscnt governmcnt is headcd by Vinicio Ccrczo, a Christian Dcmocrat. The new Guatemalan 
constitution restricts the President to a single five-year term. Preside'nt Ccrczo therefore cannot 
run for reelection. There are some fifteen organized political parties in Guatemala, ranging from 
moderate left to extreme right. Most of them have representatives in the 1(X)-mcmber unicameral 
legislature, where the Christian Democrats have an absolute majority. 

The government consists of three branchcs: executive, legislative, and judicial with the executive 
branch broken down into 14 government ministries (departments). 

The Eco'only 

The country is primarily agricultural, with farming contributing around 26% of the gross domestic 
product (GDF). Agriculture also provides an important source of foreign exchange for Guatemala. 
In 19R8 approximately two-third:; of Guatemala's exports were agricultural. 

Until the late 1970s, the Guatemalan economy was stable. Low inflation, a stable currency, and 
balanced budgets ,.ere the norm. Guatemala's industrial sector (the country has no heavy industry) 
bcnefited from the pr ':',tioa afforded by the Central American Common Market, established in 
1961. The intensification of Guatemala's guerrilla wars in the late seventies-early eighties, the 
outbreak of civil wars elsewhe,c in the region, and the devastating effect on the world trade of the 
international debt crisis presented monumaental challenges to the military governments of the day. 
The economy went into a tailsp:n; by 1985. the average Guatemalan standard of living had 
plummeted to levels not seen since the 196t0s. 

The new democratic regime installed in 1996 was successful in stabilizing the economy, and by 1987 
real growth had resumed (real growth in 1988 reached 3.7 percent). Inflation was slashed, and the 
international value of the QuCtzal became more stable. Guatemalan entrepreneurs found the iiew 
cnviror.ment congenial for launching new ventures, particularly in the area of"nontraditional exports. 
The latter (including products covered in this guide) have been enjoying a boom since 1986. 
Tourism also recounded, to the point where now additional investmcnts in tourism infrastructure 
are clearly nceled. 

The fruit and vegetable industries have continued expanding and have become far more organized 
and attuned to U.S. regulations and market demands over the past five years. Tourism has 

returned as an important industry and is now expanding at a rate of 20 to 30% per year. The total 

number of' tourists visiting the country has risen from approxinmately 250,(M)() in 1985 to over 
4(X),00() in 1988. Considerable potential exists lor developing new tourism infrastructure, as existing 
infrastructure is already being strained by current demand. 

A new export promotion law was passed in 1989 and a Free Trade Zone law is nearing completion. 
Upoates on such legislation can be obtained from the Commercial Attach6 in the U.S. Embassy 
in Guatemala or the Camara Empresarial (CAEM) which is setting up an investment information 
center (see Appendix V). 
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litnploymcnt and I.Al)or 
The official unemployncnt rate is only 6% hut underemployment affects over half the economically 

active population. Since the restoration oflde.mocratic government in 1986,many rew labor unions 
have been formed, although the proportion of" the labcr sector that is organized remains small. 
-Solidarity assoc;"tions," adolpted f'rom Costa Rica, have also grown tremendously. The 
associations, howc Cr, include management along with workers in the mnibcrship and are not 
recognized as labor unions by the Gowrnnmcnt. 

Farm workers earn Q5.50 a day. Real wages appear to be increasing tor the first time since the 
severe drop in the early I980s that af'coted primarily unskilled labor. 

Guatemala has a large pool o'mid-level managers and young entrepreneurs, many of whom were 
educated in tile United St ates or LIu The Na nagers Association (Asociaci6n tie Gerentes)ropC. 
has ongoing training progra is arid services. This group could be of assista nce to a company 
seeking local imana cis or initelding to upltrade their locail eniployces' skills. 

flie 
Pharmaceuticals and textils ;re also important iulListries. Government accounts fkOr only 12% of1 
gross national product (GNP). 

Farming enlmploys ah(nt 6,'() I' lab(r force. and man ulfacturing is the next largest employer. 

-'i, 7 . 
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II. OVERVIEW OF TIlE IMmIORTANCE OF NONTRAI)iTIONAL
 
AGIRICU L'URAL PROi)UCTS IN GUATEMALA
 

Agricultural exports have historically constituted a major source of foreign exchange for Guatemala. 
Primary among these exports have been bananas, sugar, cotton, coffee, bccl; tobacco, cocoa, and 
rubber. While world prices for these commodities suffered in the 1980s, as a result of world-wide 
recession, they remain important to Guatemala. For example, in 1985 they made up 60% of the 
total export earnings while in 1986 they constituted 68% and in 1987 58%. In 1989, these 
traditional exports will constitute about 62% of the value of exports (US$211.6 million for cotton, 
tobacco, rubber, cacao, and coffee, as of' July, 1989, according to the Bank of Guatemala's 
infbrnativc bulletin no. 2). 

Nontraditional agricultural products, on the other hand, have contributed an average of 3% of total 
export earnings in 1983-85, and from 5%'. to almost 15% in the subsequent years. Although this 
percentage is minor compared to the traditional crops, the nontraditional sector continues to 
irncrease and provides an important buffer for the economy. In aiddition, the nontraditional 
agricultural sector has tended to be highly labor intensive, thus providing new jobs and expanding 
the rural economy. 

Table 2 reflects the importance of some ,ofthe categories of nontraditional agricultural exports. 
The principal Guatemalan nontraditionals of greatest importance to the U.S. are covered in Table 
3. The most successful exports in terms of' consistent expansion are broccoli (frozen and f'resh), 
melons, flower seeds, roses, and nuts. 

Though melons and roses are highly perishable, the other products among the principal 
nontraditional exports are often processed (frozen or dried), thereby circumventing several barriers 
to international commerce. Also, the ten leading nontraditional exports tend to be expanding in 
the U.S. market at the same time that production is increasing there, so that ii:_eases are more 
related to shifts in consumption patterns than to replacement of' any domestic supplies. 

Because of'its increasing percentage of the total exports, the nontraditional export sector has also 
been given greater importance in Guatemala's governmental planning and policy making in the past 
three years. Greater cooperation and interest have evolved in the form of' expanded research in 
fruits and vegetables, diversification programs, international agreements on pest control, and 
increased status of the Nontraditional Export Guild as the industry representative. 

These changes have helped to establish Guatemala as a leader among Caribbean Basin countries 
in taking advantage of the duty-free status granted those countries under the Caribbean Basin 
Economic Recovery Act (CBERA). Table 4 shows acomparison of Caribbean Basin countries for 
key commodity categories in terms of value of exports to the U.S. Despite its increasing 
importance for each IOf these countri .,the nontraditional agricultural export sector for the entire 
region is still dwarfed next to Mexico's fruit and vegetable industries. Mexico continues to supply 
over 806% of all vegetables imported to the United States. 
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TABLE 2. 	 TOTAL AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS FROM GUATEMALA, 1986-1989 
(FOB VALUES, IN THOUSANDS OF U.S. DOLLARS) 

1 N) 11,. 19 * January-April 198') 
IIXx) l(XX) iXx) I(X) 

CQ numl'lity MT liS$ MiT LJS$ MT LJS$ MT US$ 

V"clalcs 13.996.0 4.2,KS.7 1,,755.+1 .1.,1 h80.(2.8 5.1125.2 3,1 7 .8 770.o 
Fresh fruits 25,0,1.) -4.33.1.3 2 .)2. 5.,'69 2N,775.2 0,920.2 10,262.8 2,750.0 
Plantains 5,439., 577.3 3.1 25.1 80 . 15, 1. 1.5 .185.) 1,382.7 111.3 
Nuts, and oil sued, 1,22o.6 1,6.1 .1 I,11-l.7 .158.) 5 ;4.4 0(1.6 1(11.3 337.9 

.
I628.ts ,2.6 1..1 1.156.4 2, 1I .. 1. 1 l1 2.514. , 247.; 728.4 
I .ie plauts 5I1.1 28"5.2 .1.72 .2 2.17-. I 12.6511.2 5,188.3 3,616.2 1.3,4.1 
SCcds :11d 10;agt. i'' 6,5.') 1,551 ) 2.15.7 2.322.2 2 .1 2.71(.6 77.A W)4.8 
Illat
riAii 

Iho cv 3,I 2.2 2.2 7. 2.75t) .2 2.1--(.7.8 2. 1.785.6 269.3.+) 	 320.0 

'lq i.\i..+ t ultur~iI 

l!\p)rtN: -- 789,(H X)692,,1 - 2.XXI -- ,,, 	 314,149 

"lot l IU tor v -- 1 xK2(X -x 	 1, 1 4')1,X-),( I 1 	 34(0,497.1 

SOURCF-: 	 Bagnk of (.uaicnm;. Compiled hy the U.S. Foreign Ciurmercial Scrvice, American Embassy. 
Guatemala. 



TABLL 3. PRINCIPAL NON'! RADITIONAL AGRICULTURAL EXPR.TS lF'ROMZx 
GUATEMALA TO 1111" UNITED STATFS, 1981-198 (CIF VALUI.

OF DOLLARS)IN MILLIONS 

Comnn{(jiIv l''8I 1982 198 
U.S. 
1994 

inix~r Valic 
11MI5 6 19m I ., 

I.Bioc~.h, il vt, ¢ 7. . . 7.01 X.9 ll.s ,, 
2L-.p il, 

. Mclons, c;lhuiloupc, 
1. hM cr NLTctI 

5. NrS ititl(ut
0+. kt,(-a,.Il'101 Cill 

30 
(I" 
I.1 

0.2 
0A.. 

l, 
1. 

1. 
R4.. 

25. 
1.3 
1.2 
1.1 
0,7 

2.1 
2.o 
.-A 
1.I 

. 
2.0 
I.R 

L 
Imt 

2.3 
(18 
2.7 
((.6
1.5 

2.3 
1.3 
3.A 
. 
2.,11' 

7. Nuts, dble 
. 1'nc 
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' 
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((.1 
().1 
0.6 

0.6 
0.6 

-
0.8 

0.7 
0.7 

().1 
0.4 

0.3 
1.5 
0.2 
0.6 

0.5 
0(.5 
0.5 
0.5 

.3 
o(.5 
H 
(M. 

1.4 
0.3 

(.0, 
-

0. 
0. 
0. 

SO']t'J 1.'. ,.Unj.[I tLn Commercial Service, American Emnitas.y. Guatcmala. 
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TABLE 4. 	 GUATEMALAN NONTRADITIONAL AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS TO THE 
UNITED STATES JANUARY TO JULY, 1988, IN RELATION TO OTHER 

CBI COUNTRIES (CIF VALUES, IN MILLIONS OF DOLLARS) 

Vegetables Fruit Cut scexs for COufntIy 

Country (fresh, frozen) (fresh, dried) Nuts Spice,% llowers Nursery Planting I loncy Total 

0.0 0.05 -RI 1 12.00)ominican Rcp. 7.4 2.7 0.0 
4.8 1.8 0--	 0.0 0.5) 17.98Costa Rica 	 tl. I 4.0 

2.9 --	 1.17 18.45Guatemala 111.5 	 (1.S 1.2 1.4 2.2 
0.7 ... 7.5
I honduras 0.1 0.7 	 -. 

Janaica 4.5 -... (.13 0.6 .69 0.06 -- 5.98 

I Iaiti 0.08 -- ...... 12 -.. 0.2 
I-1Salvador 1.1 07 -....... (1.07 1.87 

PanaI - ......-. 0.2ma 0.2 
Bahamas . .... 

10.85Netherlands Ant. -.0.15 0.9 3.2 6.6 
Leeward and 

Westwvard Is. 11.2 .... 0.2 -. 0.4 

"loal U.S. Nontraiditional Ag Iports', 

hom ('Il Countrics 2,.6,X 15.0 0.87 0.48 7.9 12.76 9.15 0.35 75.49 

SOURCE: U.S. and Foreign Commercial Service, American Embassy. Guatemala. 

* Totals trom the 	 atcgoires listed. Other nontraditional agricultural U.S. imiprts may have appeared 
under misccllmcous categorie.s or under specific he(,dings. such as orange.s or plantains and hanants,
 
and were not included in thistable. Values below SI(XXO, were not listed.
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III. PROFILE OF SELECTED NONTRADITIONAL CROPS
 



IIl. PROFIlLE OF SELECTEI) NON'IRAD JIONAL CROPS 

Introdttion 

The crops included in this more detailed section were selected on the basis of' their potential forexport. Thercfore, somc arc already estalished as export crops, such as broccoi and cauliflower,
-ndmay-be.exportcd-in-processed-torm as,wll asfrcsh.-Othercrops- included -are-nltYt-being'
exported to the U.S., such as several minor tropical fruits, hot peppers, and sonic herbs known for 
medicinal qualities. These "new" products might requiresupport more involvement and organizationallrrom the importer than the more established exports, but could provide greater earnings
in specialty markets. The process for selecting the commodities to appear in more detail has,therefore, resulted in a kind of smorgasbord of products, but one that would appcar to be of
interest for a U.S. importer or investor. 

Intormation on competitiveness of Guatemalan products is reviewed in a separate chapter.Opportunities and constraints to export are also outlined in a separate chapter, and generally
would apply to all the products in this commodity section. 

Projects sponsored by the U.S. Agency for International Development (U.S. AID) and the Regional
Office for Central American Programs (ROCAP) of AID to improve the capaibilities of private
laboratories in Guatemala in pesticide residue analysis and in quality control are discussed in thechapter on opportunities and constraints, along with similar efforts of' the Government of' 
Guatemala, the private sector, and imdustry groups such as the grocheiical suppliers association 
(GREPAGRO). 

how to Use This Section 

Each crop is listed in alphabetical order according to its common name in English. Spanishcommon names and scientific names, which are required on sonic documentation, are also provided.
These nimes were taken from several reference lists published by USDA, including the botanical
glossary of common and scientific names of fruits and vegetables, from the APHIS quarantine
manual, and the "Perennial Edible Fruits of the Topics," published by the Agricultural Research
Service (Handbook No. 642). A variety of other botanical references and books on medicinal
plants were also consulted. Despite this effort, it is difficult to confirm that what is rel'erred to bya given common name is truly the product described with its scientific name, particularly at the 
species level. 

When there are a number of minor crops or a category of exports, they are grouped under one
heading. These consist or berries (blackberry, blueberry, and raspberry); citrus fruit (limes,
mandarins, and oranges); I1oliage (araucaria leal, cypress leal, eucalyptus, leather leaf, palm leaf,shate); herbs (basil, culantro, oregano, parsley, rosemary, and thyme); "medicinal" plants and "teas"(aloe vcra, ambrosia, holdo, cedar, chamonilc, fcnugreek, hibiscus, lavender, lemon grass, mallow,
marigold, mistletoe, quinine, valcrian, and wormwood); ornamental plants (around 25 varieties);
spices (ginger, allspice, and annatto -- cardamon is listed separately), and minor tropical fruits
(chico, loquat, manley, mombin, nance, passion fruit, pilaya, sapodilla, and tamarind -- tropical fruits 
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with over 1000 MT annual exports are listed separately). A list of all of the products included in 
this section precedes the individual product pages. 

The statistics on production are always suspect since there is not a systematic method for 
compilation or verification of this data. Statistics have become more reliable over the past three 
years (since the original guide appeared), however, due to adjustments in tax laws and export 
incentives which encourage more accurate reporting by the exporters. Export figures were 
generally obtained from the Bank of Guatemala which regulates foreign exchange and taxes on 

exports and imports, or from the Quarantine Division of the Ministry of Agriculture, which has 
authority to inspect all agricultural products entering or leaving the country. All agricultural 
products entering the U.S. must be accompanied by a phytosanitary certificate issued by the 
Quarantine Division of Plant Health (Sanidad Vegetal), so that statistics for exports to the U.S. 
should be reliable. 

Each commodity page touches on some of the U.S. regulations affecting entry of that product. 
All of the products in this guide are covered under the Caribbean Basin Initiative which provides 
for duty-free entrance to the U.S. market under stated conditions. The Customs Service of the 
Treasury Dcpartnent has the athority to review products entering the United States, even if no 
duty is charged. Customs checks for appropriate documentation and screens for illegal materials 
such as drugs. The Commercial Office of the U.S. Embassy in Guatemala and the U.S. Commerce 
Department or Customs Service in Washington, DC or at regional offices throughout the United 

States could respond to any qtuestions on these requirements (see Appendix IV). 

All processed foods are regulaited by the Food and Drug Administration of the Department of 

Health and Human Services (FDA) so that qucstior,:; on processing tcclniqucs, additives, labeling, 

and other matters applic:ible to frozen, canned, dried or roasted products should be directed to that 

agency. In addition, FDA has authority to regulate all products, fresh or processed, for pesticide 

residues and basic sanitation. These regulations are too complicated to list on each commodity 

sheet. Questions on which chemicals may be used in production of any given product, the 

tolerance levels for residues of these products, and sanitation standards may therefore be addressed 

to FDA as well. These qtucstions cannot always be answered by authorities in Guatemala since 

FDA has no overseas representatives, the staff att the regional export promotion project funded by 

PROEXAG (see Appendix IV), can provide some guidance in pesticideROCAP/U.S.AID, 
source for answers on thistolerance levels which they have compiled from FI)A sources. The best 

Latin America Desk Officer of FDA who can be contacted at the FDA headquarterstopic is the 
in Rockville, Maryland (see Appendix IV). 

Regulations to prevent the entry of exotic pests to the United States are handled by the 

Department of Agriculture. Plant products which are included in this guide can be inspected by 

the Animal and Plant lcalth Inspection Service (APIIIS) upon entry to the U.S. or, under special 

arrangemnt, before leaving Guatemala in a scaled and certified con,,,,ner. Inspection prior to 

shipment is required when a treatment is necessary in order for the product to be allowed into the 

U.S. in fresh form. This would apply to any fruits which may be host to economically 	 important 

fruit 	 flies (e.g., mango, papaya, tomato). The headquarters for APIIIS in Central America is 
should belocated in Guatemalall City. Questions on these regulations or necessary treatments 

directed to that office (see Appendix IV) in Guatemala or to the National Ileadquartcrs of APHIS 

in Hyattsville, Maryland or to regional offices throughout the United States. 
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Only federal regulations are noted in the commodity section. Some states have additional 
regulations or requirements such as fr a minimum grade of some product. This is particularly 
true for California. Information on state regulations must be requested from tile state in question. 

Comments are made on some commodities. Most of this commentary is not official data, hut tips 
and background information or common knowledge to the local industry but useful for an importer 
less familiar with the country. 

When available, cost of' productiol fizures were included in the comments section, but these 
figures vary considerably due to the range of technology used -- f'rom primitive to highly advanced 
-- awd the cost of*imported agricultt,,al inputs. Cost of production figures were included as a very 
general guide and should not be used for decision-making by potential investors or for feasibility 
studies. 

Occasionally, grades and standards have been established fr a commodity to maintain a certain 
quality level or to prttcct the market. Only rcquir,,ed grades and standards are noicd in the 
comments section. Within ICIli, lhC Ithil'quarters for the Institute of' Central American 
Industrial TcclhloIgicafl Studies (ICAITI) reviews gi-adcs and standards established fr trade within 
Cent ral Amcric:i. I'hOIg1h i)t ()flicial re-presentativcs, ICAITI inspectors might be able to provide 
a similar vcrilicatii scrvicct fo(r products dcstinlcd to !htQU.S. market. 

The sourccs ofI' statistics arc noted o)n cach page. If' the usual sources are not used, then the 
alternativC source was considercd more accurate. For example, the strawberry industry is well 
organized so that the exporters iemsclvcs seemed to have a better feel for total export volume 
I'or the cIurrent year than did the Bink of (uatemala. 

Questions on the availability ofl products which are not listed in this section may be addressed to 
the Nontradi ional tExp)ort Guild (see Appendix V). All of the infOrmation in this section is subject 
to change without notice andf should serve only as an introduction or basis for further personalized 
inquiry. 
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COMMON NAMES IN ENGLISII AND SPANISiH OF
 
NONTRAI)TIONAL CROPS INCLUDED IN TiIIS DOCUMENT
 

Asparagus 
Berries (blackberries, blueberries, raspberries) 
Broccoli 
Brussels Sprouts 
Cantaloupe and -loncy Dew 
Cardarnon 
Carrot 
Cashew Nuts 
Cauliflower 
Chayote 
Citrus Fruits (limes, oranges, tangerines) 
Coconut 
Flowers 
French Grccn Beans 
Foliage 
Garlic 
Hcrbs (basil, culantro, oregano, parsley, 

rosemary, thyme) 
Lck 
Lettuce 
Macadamia Nut 
Mango 
Medicinal Plants and Herb Teas 
Okra 
Ornamental Plants 
Onion 
Pacaya 
Papaya 
Pcppcr (Hot) 
Pineapple 
Plantain 
Snow Pea 

Spices (ginger, annato, allspice) 

Squash (baby squash) 

Strawberry 
Sugar Snap Peas 
"onliato 
Tropical Fruits (chico, hoquat, mamey, 

mornlin, nance, passion fruit, pilahaya, 
sapodilla, tamarind) 

Wate rmcln 

Espairrago
 
"i1erris", frutillas
 
Br6coli
 
Col de Brusclas
 
Mcl6n
 
Cardamomo
 
Zanahoria
 
Marafidn (scmilla)
 
Coliflor
 
Guisquil
 
Frutas Citricas
 
Coco
 
Flores
 
Ejote Frances
 
Follaje
 
Ajo
 
Hicrhas arornaticas
 

Puerro 
Lech uga
 
Macadamia
 
Mango 
Plantas Medicinales y T6 de Hierbas 
Okra 
Plantas Ornamentales 
Ccbolla 
Pacaya 
Papaya 
Chile 
Pifia 
Plitano 
Arveja China 
Especias 
Ayote 
Fresa 
Arveja Dulce 
To;late 
Frulas Tropicales 

Sandfa 

2121 'x2 
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ASPARAGUS/ESPARRAOS (Asp;imra'us officinilis 

VARIETIES: 	 UC-157, Mary Washington, Clover's Colossal, Jersey 
Giant, Ida Lee, Brock Red 

FORM OF EXPORT: 	 Fresh 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: 	 603 MT (1987) 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: 	 II MT (198 ) 
26 MT (1-5/89) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO THE U.S.: 	 Import permit required, no other APHIS requirement. 
G1 ades and standards are established but not required 
Pesticide regulations are available from the Food and 
Drug Administration. 

HARVEST SEASON: 

JAN FE13 MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX 

COMMENTS: Asparagus is a relatively new crop in Guatemala at the commercial level. 
Production has been increasing rapidly over the past three yeas and is well organized. Exporters 
have formed an active Commission within the Nontraditional Export Guild, and can be contacted 
through tht office. 

To date, only green asparagus is being produced in quantity and exports are only in fresh form. 
The product is packed in 13 lb. half cartons or wooden pyramids or half crates. All sizes are 
available. The packaged and classified product is shipped primarily by air to the United States. 

SOURCE: 
Production - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, USPADA 
Exportation - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine 
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13EI, R IFS/- 13R R IS" 
Blackberry/Mora (Rubus spp.) 

Bluebcrry/Arandano (Vaccinium spp.) 
Raspberry/Franbuesa (Rubus spp.) 

VARIETIES: 	 Blackberry - Darrow, Hedrick, Lawton, Native, 
Brazos, Raven, Evergreen 

Blueberry -.. 

Raspberry - Heritage 

FORM OF EXPORT: 	 Fresh, frozen 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCT'ION: 	 Data not available 

TOTAl. NATIONAL EXPORTS: 	 Blackberry - 19 MT (1988) 
23 MT (1-5/89) 

Blueberry - None to date 

Raspberry - I MT (19K) 
I MT (1-5/89) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO THE U.S.: 	 Import permit required, no other APHIS requirement 
f'or Rubus spp. Currently, Vaccinium spp. does not 
appear on the admissibles list fIOr G uatmiala and 
therefcre cannot enter the U.S. in fresh form. (See 
comments.) Grades and standards are established but 
are not required. Pesticide rcgulations are available 
from the Food and Drug Administration. 

HARVEST SEASON: 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCI ' NOV DEC 

XX XX XX XX XX XX XX 	 XX XX 

COMMENTS: Commercial production is relatively recent and is being promoted among pioducers 
and by a regional agricultural export promotion project (PROI.XAG) ander the au:. cs of' the 
Regional Office for Central America oft lhe U.S. Agency Ior International De, 'opment 
(ROCAP/U.S.AID). Details onl prod uction and availability can be obtaincd 'rom the Non traditional 
Export Guild (see Appendix V) or the PROEXAG office (see Appendix IV). 
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Berries are being packaged in half-pint baskets and shipped by air to the United State,;. Some
 
trials with controlled atmosphere and wraps arc underway to extend shelf life. Other types of
 
berries could be introduced such as loganberry or boysenberry (Rubus spp.). Most production of
 
berries is in the cooler zones of Chimaltenango and Sacatpequez Departments.
 

Field trials on a number of berry varieties are under way. No blueberry variety has yet proven
 
superior.
 

SOURCE:
 
Exportation - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine
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VARIETIES: Green Valiant, Shogun, Green Comet, Green Duke, 
Packman, Samurki, Future, Green Charger 

FORM OF EXPORT: Fresh, frozen 

TOTAL. NATIONAL PRODUCTION: 80,630 MT (1988) 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: 57,627 MT (1988)
 
4,272 MT (1-5/89)
 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO THE U.S.: Import permit required, no other APHIS requirement. 
Pesticide regulations are available from the Food and 
Drug Administration. 

HARVEST SEASON: 

JAN FEB MAR APIR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

XX XX XX XX x.X x % V\ '\x XX XX XX 

COMMt-'NTS: Niodcralcly volatile prices. The majo rity of broccoli production is close to the 
capital, in Chimaltena ngo and Pinula. Production cost in 1988 was an estimated $1,1(N/ha. Hollow 
stem is v,problem in som cases. 

SOURCE: 
Production - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, USPADA 
Exportation - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine 
Costs - Bank of Guatemala 
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BRUSSELS SPROUTS/COL DE BRUSELAS (Brassica oleracea) 

VARIETIES: 	 Jade Cross, Prince Marvell, Roger, Marvel! Lunet, 
Rowena 

FORM OF EXPORT: 	 Frcsh, frozen 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCFION: 	 1,142 MT (1985) 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: 	 789 MT (1988) 
278 MT (1-5/89) 

S'ATUS FOR ENTRY TO TIlE U.S.: 	 Import permit required, no other APHIS requirement. 
Pesticide regulations are available from the Food and 
Drug Administration. 

HARVEST SEASON: 

JAN FF13 MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX 

COMMENTS: Estimatcd cost ol production in 19,8 was $1,694/11a. Frozen brussels sprouts can 

be packed in the individual trays and boxes which reach the final consumer, so that only the 
vendor's label need be added in the U.S. Brussels sprouts are less popular among farmers and are 
usually contracted in conjunction with another crop such as broccoli. 

SOURCE: 
Production - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, DIGESA 
Exportation - Ministry of' Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine 
Costs - Bank of Guatemala 

-- 26 \ 



CANTALOUPE or HONEY DEW/MELON (Cucumis melo) 

VARIETIES: 	 -loney Dew -Torn Dew, Mayan Sweet, Orange Clcsa 

Cantaloupe - Mission, Swcet (Dulcc), Top Mark, 
Flymark 

FORM OF EXPORT: 	 Fresh 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: 	 30,377 MT (1987) 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: 	 22,560 MT (1988) 
24,617 MT (1-5/89) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO TillF U.S.: 	 Import permit rcq. ,,-d, commercial shipments only. 
Pesticide regulations are available from the Food and 
Drug Administration. 

HARVEST SEASON: 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

XX XX XX XX XX 	 XX XX XX 

COMIANEN'IS: Production costs in 1988 were an estimated $1,25(1/ha. Most mclons arc produced
in the Southeast area along the border with lhonduras. Melons are shipped by sea in containers. 
In the past, melon balls have bccn produced by hand fo()r export. INAPSA will have mechanized 
production of frozen incthli 1)al1s by the end of' 1989, in addition to as much as 50,(WX) MT d' 
frozen vegetables (broccoli, peas) and strawberries annually. Interested parties can contact 
INAPSA through the Nontraditional -xport Guild. 

SOURCE: 
Production - Ministry of Agriculttre Statistics, DIGESA 
Expcrtation - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine 
Costs - Bank of' Guatemala 

-.- " 27 



CARDAMON/CARDAMONO (Elettaria cardamiomum 

VARIETIES:
 

FORM OF EXPORT:
 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: 12,500 MT (1988) 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: Pergamino - 12,118 MT (1988) 
5,951 MT (1-5/89) 

Oro - 753 MT (1988) 
186 MT (1-5/89) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO THE U.S.: As a processed spice, cardamon is regulated by the 
Food and Drug Administration. 

HARVEST SEASON: 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

XX XX XX XX XX 

COMMENTS: The large majority of exports are in pergamino form. Markets are (in percentage
 
of total exports): Saudi Arabia (90%), the U.S. (5%), and Europe (5%). Guatemala surpassed
 
India as the largest producer of cardamon in the mid-1980s and is considered to have top quality.
 
In the most recent years, a mosaic virus which lowered production in India has become more
 
widespread in Guatemala. Coupled with lower world prices, this has caused a decrease in
 
production.
 

SOURCE:
 
Production - CARDINSA (Cardamon Association)
 
Exportation - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine
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( 'AR ()',/,,\N,,\ II() ,.IA (l);tucus carola) 

VARIETIES: Chantenay, Red Cored, Nantes 

FORM OF EXPORT: Fresh (primarily as "mini" or "baby" carrots) 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: 18,405 MT (1987) 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: 7,803 MT (1988) 
2,416 MT (1-5/89)
 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO THE U.S.: 
 Import permit required, no other APIIIS requirement. 
Pesticide regulations available from the Food and Drug 
Administration. 

HARVEST SEASON: 

JAN FF13 NIAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

xx xx XX xx XX xx XX XX xx XX XX 

COMMENTS: The estimated cost ol production in 1988 was $600/ha. The production of mini 
carrots has started recently, which explains why in 19,8 carrots were still being exported to Central
American countries Cxclusively whilc in 1989 most of the exports are to the U.S. Standard size 
carrots can compete in the U.S. market only when prices are unusually high. 

SOURCE: 
Production - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, USPADA 
Exportation - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine 
Costs - Bank of Guatemala 
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CASI T-W NUT/SiMIILLA I) MARANON (Anacardium occidentj;li 

VARIETIES: 	 Trinidad, Jamaican, Native 

FORM OF EXPORT: 	 Shelled 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: 	 975 MT (1987) 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: 744 MT (1988) 
22 MT (1-5/89) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO THE U.S.: 	 No import permit required Ifr dried or roasted nuts 
which are shelled. 

ttARVEST SEASON: 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

XX XX XX XX XX 

COMMENTS: The estimated cost of" production in 198 was $5301m. CAROHE, which is a 
nember of the Nontraditional Export Guild (see Appendix V), expxorts large cashews in packaging 
appropriate [or retail. Tihey also olfer gift packages. One company (Las Nuhes) advertises their 

roasted cashew nuts as organic. The largest cashew plantation is in Zacapa and supplies extract, 
concentrate for animal consunm'-tion, and sccd husks for use in brake disks at the industrial level. 
Production occurs througho t Ie ('oastal Plain. 

SOU RCE: 
Production - Ministry o' Agriculture Statistics, USPADA 
Exportation - Ministry of' Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine 
Costs - Bank of Guatemala 
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CAULI I:LO)\V[I ('()l .III.R lrassica olcracc. 

VARIETIES: 	 Christmas White, Snow Ball-Y, Candy Charm, Early 
Snowball 

FORM OF EXPORT: 	 Fresh 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: 	 2,851 MT (1987) 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: 1,973 MT (1988) 
584 MT (1-5/89) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO THE U.S.: 	 Import permit required, no other APHIS requirement. 
Pesticide regulations are available from the Food and 
Drug Administration. 

HARVEST SEASON: 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

XX XX XX XX XX XX XX 	 XX XX XX 

COMMENTS: Production costs in 198 wcrc an estimated $963/ha. Production is under irrigation 
which allows [Or a supply throughout most A)Ithe year. Green stem is a problem in somc areas, 
as well as hollow stem. 

Other Brassica is also permitted into the U.S. (e.g., B. vullgaris - swiss chard, beets; and B. napus 
rutabaga) but is not being exported to the U.S. at this time. 

SOURCE: 
Production - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, USPADA 
Exportation - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine 
Costs - Bank of Guatemala 
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CI IAYOTE or CI R ISTOPt 11N t.Cl IAY()I or (;UIS(Ill Lc h iu(_ ti 

VARIETIES: (See comments)
 

FORM OF EXPORT: Fresh
 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: 6,365 MT (1987)
 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: 287 MT (1988) 
25 MT (1-5/89) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO TIHE U.S.: Import permit is required and the product can only 
enl'r 1h I1S. thmlt 1,iiAtlantic Ports south of Baltimore. 
Gulf Ports, and Puerto Rico or the Virgin Islands. 
Pesticide rcgulali ms are available from the Food and 
Drug Administration. 

lIARVEST S1EASON: 

JAN IF-I-,MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

XX Xx XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX 

(OINI INTS: ILstlinated cost of prod uct ion in 19,, was $3,740/ha, with a yield ol approxinatcly 
50)lNT/ha. Chavoic is a pcreniial cucurhii, often glo\V On trellises to facilitate harvesting. The 
Inain production site is around tie city of Palencia. Guatemala Departnt., about thirty minutes 
from Guateiala ('i1y. These pr)d ucCrs a: e not vCt members of an association or cooperative. 

The majority ol cxp)orts havc been to Central America. In 1989 (lie U.S. shipment went by air. 
The only varictics in producLtion currently are spiny, except for one smooth variety which is white 
and is called "perulcno" locally. A potential market could lie for this white variety as mini or baby 
chiayote.
 

The export situalion has improved f0r chayote since it has been recognized as a cucurbit for the 
purpose of )est icide rcgistralilon in the U.S. 

S)UR('i: 

Production - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, USPADA 
..xportaltion - Ministry of Agricullure Stalistics, Quairantine 

Costs B-ank Of (lualtenal; 
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(TFIR ;s !_j II, Ij.R YTA\S ('Il (',AS
 
Limes (sour)/Lcrnones or Limas (C. aurantiifolia & C. latifolia)
 

Oranges (sweet)/Naranjas (dulces) (C. sinesis)
 
Tangerincs/Mandarinas (C. reticulata)
 

VARIETIES: Limes - Key (C. aurantiiflia), Persian 
(C. latif'olia) 

Oranges - Valencia, Washington, JalTa, Native 

Tangerines - Native 

FORM OF EXPORT: Fresh (see comments) 

TG [AL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: Data not available 

TOTAL. NATIONAL EXPORTS: Limcs  152 MT (1988) 

20 MT (1-5/89) 

Oranges - 2,108 MT (198q) 
438 MT (1-5/89) 

Tangerines - 14 MT (19,) 
52 MT (1-5/89) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO THE U.S.: Import permit required for all citrus. Treatment for 
l'ruit fly control required for tangerine, oranges, cthrog 
and grapefruit: these are also restricted to entry through 
Atlantic Ports north of Baltimore (including Great Lakes 
and Dulles airport). Lemon (C. limon) can enter with 
no treatment through the North Atlantic Ports if it is 
a smooth-skinned variety (see comments). Sour or kcy 
lime enters any port without treatment. Persian limc is 
treated as a sour lime for entry from countries other than 
Mexico, where a citrus canker problem exists. At times, 
certificatcs of* origin have been issued by APHIS for 
limes to demonstrate enterability. This seems to be of 
interest only when shipments are made by land, and must 
pass through Mexico where regulations are different. 
Questions should be directed to API-IS in Guatemala. 
Pesticide regulations are available from the Food and 
Drug Administration. 
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HARVEST SEASON: 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 

COMMENTS: As noted in status for entry, other species of citrus are admissible in fresh form 
to the U.S. but are not featured in detail here. Lemons would not meet U.S. demands in 
appearance. There seems to be a considerable quantity of dried lemon being exported, however: 
809 MT (1988) and 336 MT (1-5/89). Itis difficult to distinguish limes and lemons in statistics 
since both are commonly called "lemones" by consumers and producer:; alike. 

All citrus can enter the U.S. without restriction if' it is segmented or cut and packed in natural 
juice using a comniercial treatment. Juices and concentrates can also enter the U.S. without 
requirements by APIIIS. The Food and Drug Administration would regulate those products. 

Limes and oranges have established USDA grades. 

All orange exports have been Valencia and have gone to El Salvador in the past two years. Juice 
production in 1987 was an estimated 1,053 MT but a superior processing plant would be needed 
to make the quality of' orange juice desired in the U.S. Juice also tends to be light, and would 
need to be mixed with Washington or other varieties from different parts of tie country to deepen 
the orange color. 

Production costs for tangerines were an estimated $923/ha in 198; for limes, $729/ha; and for 
oranges, $846/ha. Currently, wax is not being used on citrus in Guatemala. Production occurs 
throughout the Coastal Plain. 

SOURCE:
 
Production - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, USPADA 
Exportation - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine 
Costs - Bank of Guatemala 
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COCONUT/COCO (Cocus nucilk'ra) 

VARIETIES: Native 

FORM OF EXPORT: See entry status 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: Data not available 

T:OTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: 8,576 MT (1988) 
3,891 MT (1-5/89) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO THE U.S.: No import permit required if either the green husk or 
the milk is removed prior to shipment. 

HARVEST SEASON: 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX 

SOURCE:
 
Exportation - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine
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VARIETIES: 	 Baby's BrcathlLlovizna, Bird of Paradise/Ave del 
Paraiso, Carnation/Clavel, Chrysanthcmum/Crisanterio, 
Gladiola/Gladiola, Rosr/Rosa, Tubeiose/Nardo, Others 

FORM OF EXPORT: 	 Fresh cut 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: 	 Data not available 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: 	 473 MT (1988) 
122 MT (1-5/89) 

STATUS FOR ENTPY TO THE U.S.: 	 Import permit required, contact APHIS/Guatemala for 
shipping regulations and level of risk for interception 
of pests.* 

HARVEST SEASON: 

JAN FE13 MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX 

COMMENTS: U.S. holiday markcet; are " ,,c,. F:.aster, Secretary's Day, Mother's Day, 
Memorial Day, Christmas. 

Guatemala has developed a quality flower industry in recent years. The country is especially 
known for its rangc of colors and varieties of roses. These roses have been introduced to the 
U.S. at discount prices, encouraging large volume sales. Some flowers arc produced in greenhouses 
or under mesh curtains with automatic light and water systems. Most production is in Sacatepequez 
Department, near the capital city. 

* Sonic ports of entry have fumigation facilities if treatment of the flowers became necessary, but 

not all ports do. This can be determined when applying for an import permit. 

SOURCE:
 
Exportation - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine
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VARIETIES: 	 Shatc Leaf/Shate, Leather Leaf/Hoja dc cucro,
 
Araucaria, Palm Leaf, Cypress Leaf, Others
 

FORM OF EXPORT: 	 Fresh, dried (scc eucalyptus under medicinal plants) 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: 	 Data not availablc 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: Shate Leaf - 1,407 MT (1988) 
1,110 MT (1-5/89) 

Leather Leaf - 574 MT (1988) 
326 MT (1-5/89) 

Araucaria - 18 MT (1988) 
Palm Leaf - 157 MT (19,8) 

220 MT (1-5/89) 
Cypress Leaf - 0.5 MT (19,M) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO THE U.S.: 	 Requirements vary according to variety of foliage. 
Contact APHIS/Guatcmala for details. 

HAR'v EST SEASON: 

JAN FFI13 MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX 

COMMENTS: Foliage is also exported to Europe and Central America, although the majority
of exports is to the U.S. 

SOURCE:
 
Exportation - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine 
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FRENCH GREEN BEANS or IlARICO I'VER'IEJqOTIE FRANCES Plascolus vulis) 

VARIETIES: 	 Delinen 

FORM OF EXPORT: 	 Fresh, frozen 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: 	 1,5(X) MT* 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: 	 1,1(W MT* 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO THE U.S.: 	 Import permit required, no other APHIS requirements. 
Pesticide regulations are available from the Food and 
Drug Administration. 

HARVEST SEASON: 

FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCI" NOV DEC 

XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX
 

COMMENTS: The majority of exports have been in fresh form, but recently 1rozcn French green 
beans have also been exported. Only the highest quality is exported in order to compete in this 
narrow market. The price has been averaging $2.50/pound. The strongest window market for 
Guatemala is October and April. 

* Production figures are based on separate estimates by major suppliers. Exports are assumed to 
be all of the production which fulfills quality standards. Because green beans ire in a single 
category on exports, there are no official statistics ['or French green bean exports per se. This 
type of annual crops with high labor is quickly adopted by smaller farmers; similar crops could 
probably also be introduced with equal success. 

SOURCE:
 
Industry representative 
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GARLIC/AJO (Allium spp.) 

VARIETIES: Native, Elephant 

FORM OF EXPORT: Fresh. dried 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: 2.945 MT (1988) 

TOTAL NATIONAL. EXPORTS: 1,724 MT (1988) 
887 MT (1-5/89) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO THE U.S.: Import permit required, no other requirements. Pesticide 
regulations are available from the Food and Drug 
Administration. 

HARVES' SEASON: 

JAN FI-B MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

XX XX XX XX XX 

COMNIENTS: Garlic producers are organized into two associations in the town of Aguacatan 
(1,2(W) Members) and of ('hichar, (38 NL..mbers). Both associations can be contacted through 
CLUSA in Guatemala (it,v at (5022) 32-22,47 or 32-(0808 and FAX 340282. The estimated cost 
of production in 19S8 was S2,950!/ha with an average yicld of 10 NIT/ha. Varieties come from 
Taiwan, Mexico and Chile. Popular varieties ('or local consumption have an average of 18 or 20 
cloves but "Elephant" varieties have been successfully introduced with an average of'8 to 10 large 
cloves, which would be more accepted on the U.S. market. 

SOURCE: 
Production - Ministry of' Agriculture Statistics, USPADA 
Exportation - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine 

CLUSA 
Costs - Bank of Guatemala 
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HERBS/IIIERBAS AROMATICAS 

VARIETIES: 	 B'asil/Alb'ahacat()hr,,, !i, , " . .:~~,
 
lL';i,..t.'. -'!: l rIt :v, (' " ! ru,,
i,'hun sdivumn), 

Orc :._;w:: ,:' I ,. T 	 i.cyriP rcji1 

(Ros ni:i inus oll 'iilis), "hynic/flonillo (Thymus 
vuijiaris) 

FORM OF EXPORT: 	 Dried 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: 	 Data not available 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: 	 Basil - 0.2 MT (1988)
 
Culantro - 23 MT (1988)
 
Oregano - 1.5 MT (1988)
 
Parsley - 11 MT (1988)
 
Rosemary - 1.3 MT (1988)
 
Thyme - 0.1 MT (1988) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO THE U.S.: Dried hcrbs require no import permit. Currently, only 
thyme is allowed entry from Guatemala in fresh form as 
well.* 
Pesticide regulations are available from the Food and 
Drug Administration. 

HARVEST SEASON: 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

XX XX XX XX 
 XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX
 

COMMENTS: Commercial production of 	herbs for export is relatively recent but is expected to 
expand.
 

* Sorrell is also on 2he admissibles list from Guatemala in fresh form. A request has been made 
to APHIS to expand the list to include about twenty herbs for entry in fresh form.
APHIS/Guatemala or the PROEXAG Project could inform on the progress of this change (see 
Appendix IV). 

SOURCE:
 
Exportation - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine
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LtL- LJ{QI iiNa-m_._LL!§L PLrrumj 

VARIETIES: American Flag
 

FORM OF EXPORT. 
 Fresh 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: Data not available 

TOTAL NI'lONAL EXPORTS: 96 MT (1988) 

59 MT (1-5/89) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO THE U.S.: Not available 

HARVEST SEASON: 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

XX XX XX XX
XX XX XX XX XX
XX XX XX
 

COMMENTS: Most of this export is to the U.S. by air. Currently only Agroverdc, S.A. is 
exporting in quantity. 

SOURCE:
 
Exportation - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine 
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LEYFUCE/lECI UGA (Lactuca sativa) 

VARIETIES: 	 Salinas, Great Lakes, Calmar 

FORM OF EXPORT: 	 Fresh 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: 	 372 MT (1987) 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: 	 7,741 MT (1988) 
1,152 MT (1-5/89) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO THE U.S.: 	 Import permit required, no other restrictions. Pesticide 
regulations are available from the Food and Drug 
Administration. 

HARVEST SEASON: 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX
XX XX XX XX 

COMMENTS: The company using most advanced technology for lettuce production is La Meseta 

(Highlands brand). This technology was adopted fron California and has resu!ted in very high 

quality. Production area has been expanded by providing transplants and extensive technical 

assistance to farms near the original La Meseta farm. 

SOURCE:
 
Exportation - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine 
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MACADAMIA NUTS/NUEZ DE MACADAMIA (MNacadanmia spp) 

VARIETIES: Tretaphylla, Intcgrifolia, Tcrnifolia 

FORM OF EXPORT: Shelled 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: 140 MT (1987) 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: 119 MT (1988) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY'[ TI IH U.S.: No import permit is required for shelled nuts. 

HARVEST SEASON: 

JAN FE13 MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

XX XX XX XX XX XX XX 

COMMENTS: The months of' peak harvest are similar to ltawaii's. Most of the production/ 
export from Guatemala is handled by Hawaiians. 

SOURCE: 
Production - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, USPADA 
Exportation - Ministry of*Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine 
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VARIETIES: Tommy Atkins, Zill, Kent. Keitt, Hayden, Irwin 

FORM OF EXPORT: Fresh, pulp, preserve 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: 4,(XH) MT (1989) 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: Fresh - 635 MT (19,8) 
171 MT (1-5/89) 

Pulp - 80.5 MT (1988) 
Preserved - 9 IT (1988) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO TIE U.S.: Import permit required. For restrictions contact APHIS/ 
Guatenala. Pesticide regulations are available from 1he 
Food and Drug Administration. 

HIARVEiST SEASON: 

JAN FE13 MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEIP OCT NOV DEC 

xx xx xx xx xx 

CONINIENTS: ('urrcntlv frcsh mango is restricted because it is host to the Mediterranean fruit 

fly and Anastircpha fruit ly species. A treatiment is necessary to eliminate the potential fruit fly 

lar-vae. Previously, cthylcnc dibromide (IEII3) was the most popular treatment. This treatment has 

not been pcrmitted since Septembc,, 1986. lowever, research on an alternative treatment, hot 

water dip, is completed and is under review by the Agricultural Research Service of USDA. 

Shipments o'ffresh fruit slhuIld be rcinitiatcd by tile ]()1 season, i1not sooner. The Commission 

of' Mango Producers and lE.xlportcrs in the Nontraditional Export Guild could advise on progress 

and supplies (see Appendix V). Production is increasing 25c4 annually, since a number of 

plantations were started in the past few years. 

SOU RCE: 
Exportation - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine 
Production - Nontraditional Export Guild 
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MEDICINAL Pl.ANTS ANI) III!RB "IAS-11ANTAS MILD[('INAH-S Y TF I 1IIFIIAS 

VARIETIES: Sce attached 

FORM OF EXPORT: Fresh, dried 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: Data not available 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: See attached 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO THE U.S.: Import permit required, check with APIIS in Guatemala 
I'r information on individual plants. Most herbs and 
other plants can enter the U.S. if frcc of soil and dried, 
once they have been added to the country's admissibles 
list. Prcscntlh very few of' thesc plants are admitted 
fresh, but many would be dried and thcrei'ore not 
regulated by USDA. 

The Food and Drug Administration has rigid standards 
f r any product claiming to have medicinal properties 
since these are classified not as f'oods but drugs. These 
plants are included in the medicinal plant section because 
many are bought with this use or perception in mind. 
Such products essentially cannot enter the U.S. wilh any 
claims of these properties on labels or documentation, 
however. For more inf'ormation this issue,on contact 
the Latin America Desk Officer for FDA (see Appendix 
IV). 

HARVEST SEASON: 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX 

COMMENTS: 
 Plants in this category often grmw wild. CGuatemala has a particularly rich tradition
of using plants lor medicinal purposes. "'her arecin numerable rlanIts availabIle whiLh are not listed 
here. Many people continuet using these plants irI Guatemala today. 

This is not an organized or developed induist ry in -uatemala, but would have great potential interms of' diversity and ,;vailability. As seen in the Illowing table, most exports are only at the
level )l sampIes or special requests. Export stalistics are lisled under the Spanish commt name.Every, attempt was made to accurately match these to scient ific and English c01nmtU1t] tnes. 
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Contact the Nontraditional Export Guild (see Appendix V) for guidance, which has been contracted
 

for a major study on the plants being used and collected for medicinal purposes. The Guild is
 

starting a project to promote medicinal plant industrialization.
 

SOURCE:
 
Exportation - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine
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MEDICINAL. PL.ANTS AND IIFRI3 TIAS/PlIANTAS MI)DICINAI.-S Y 11"'DFl I I1IZ,\S 

Common Name 1988 Exports 
Qty. Value

English Spanish Scientific Name (kg.) (Q)* 

Aloe vera Sabila 	 Aloe vcra 16,000 

Ambrosia Apasote 	 Chenopodium spp. Ifamily with 

lamb's quarters & wormseed]
 

Boldo Boldo 	 Boldea fraglans or Peumus boldus 10 25 
Chamomile Manzanilla 	 Matricaria chamomilla or 24 40 

Anthcmis nobilis 
Fenugreek or Fenogrcco Jrigoncella fCnlmgraecum 20 40 
Focnugrcek 
Hibiscus or Rosa de Jamaica Hibiscus sabdaritta 1,413 62,965 
Rossclle** (1-5/89) 24,(0 29,00) 
Lavender Alhucema Lavandula oficinalis 	 1 3 
Lemon grass 	 T6 de Lemon or Cymbopogon spp. 52,628 3,556 

Zacate de Lemon 
Mallow Malva 	 Malva sylvestris 20 10 
Marigold or Pcricon 	 Taietcs lucida 7 12 
Mace*** 

Mistletoe Mu6rdago 	 Viscum album 30 50 
Quinine Quina Cinchona calisaya 3,000 2,550 
Rhubarb Ruibarbo Rheum palmatum 1 --
Valerian Valeriana Valcriana oficinalis 2 6 
Verbena Bcrbcna Lippia citriodora 	 10 25 
Wormwood 	 Ajcnjo Artemisia absinthium 230 300 

(1-5/89) 363 90 

* The exchange rate 	of quctzalcs (Q) to U.S. dollars avcragcd Q2.70/$I in 1988. 
** Already appcars on APHIS admissiblcs 	 list. Main ingredient for Celestial Seasonings' Red 
Zingcr Tca.
 
*** Tictcs is the marigold family. Mace is not to be confused with the spicc, mace, from
 
nutmeg.
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OKRA 'OKRA LAhclmoschus CscuL'rl us) 

VARIETIES: Clemson Spineless, Emerald
 

FORM OF EXPORT: Fresh, frozen
 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCION: 4,111 MT (19S7)
 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: 4,193 MT (1988)
 
1,527 MT (1-5/89) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO THIE U.S.: Import permit required, no other APHIS restriction. 

IIARVEST SEASON: 

FB
,1,,',JN MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUCG SEP OC I" NOV DEC 

XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX 

COMMENTS: Airshippcd iffresh. Window market runs November through February. Production 

has increased since 1987, but official figures were not available. 

SOURCE: 
Production - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, USPADA 
Exportation - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, USPADA 
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(ONlO.N/(TfBl .!,.A (,\Ihtm c Paj 

VARIETIES: Chata Mexicana, Cristal Wax, Yellow Granex, White 
Bermuda 

FORM OF EXPORT: Fresh, dried 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: 31,442 MT (1987) 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: 6,129 MT (1988) 
1,476 MT (1-5/89) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO THE U.S.: Import permit rcquiired, no other restriction. 

HARVEST SEASON: 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT1 NOV DEC 

XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX 

COMMENTS: Most exports are to Central America. Exports to the U.S. are almost entirely
 
green onions. The principal exporter is Agroverde, S.A.
 

Frc'li onions have estahlishcd USI)A grad.s.
 

SOURCE:
 
Exportation - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine
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ORNAMENTAl PI.ANT'IiPLANTAS )INMILNTAIl!S 

VARIETIES: 	 See attached 

FORM OF EXPORT: Stakes or whole plants without soil, depending on 
kind of plant 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: Data not available 

TOTAL NATIONAL. EXPORTS: 	 20,032 MT (1988) 
4,433 MT (1-5/89) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO TIHE U.S.: 	 impoii permit required, for regulations contact APHIS. 
Regulations are more lenient if soil is absent. 

HARVES'T SIE.AS( )N: 

JAN F-13 MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCF NOV DEC 

XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX 

('OMIM ENIS: %1,isi exports arc to the U.S. and Europe by air. Some exports are to Central 
Amcrica and Nlexict . 

SOURCE:
 
Exp rtation - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine
 

" 501N~
 



ORNANIINTAI. PLANTS/PL. t'TAS ORNAMINTAL.IS 

1988 Exports 
Name Oty. (NIT) ValtuC (0) 

Aphchandia 25 94,M69 

Aralia 23 19,634 

Arurn (Pothos) 1,5() 372,511 

Bcacarnia 179 72,841 

Brorncliads 354 202,728 

Calarnondin 6 131,282 

Croton 242 54,403 

Dracacna 2,190 1,144.537 

EquisctuM arvcnse (Pony Tail) 275 54,00)0 

Ficus 510 234,158 

Fitonia 3 15,641 

Hcdcras 3 3.686, 

Maranta 2(05 405,964 

Marginnata 155 41,004 

Pcperomia 128 112.332 

Philodendrurn 364 152,75S 

Sanscvcria 54 70,204 

Schellera 43,824 

Syngonium 4 906,024 

Tillandsias 2 1,079,830 

Yucca Clcphantypes 10,864 3,204,251 

Total for plants listed: 17,404 8,451,341 

SOURCE: 
Exportation - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine 
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P\CAYA (haamdc humilj 

VARIETIES: 	 Native 

FORM OF EXPORT: 	 Fresh, preserved 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCiION: 	 Data not available 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: 95 MT (1988) 
8 MT (1-5/89) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO THE U.S.: 	 Currently, pacaya cannot enter the U.S. in fresh form. 
Inquiries on the possibility of changing this status should 
be made by a U.S. import firm and addressed to the 
import permit off ice ol' APHIS (see Appendix IV). 

HARVEST SEASON: 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

XX XX XX 	 XX XX XX 

COMMENTS: Placaya grows wild in Guatemala. It is an edible palm known throughout the
 
region. The product is being promotcd as an cxpirt in the prcscrvcd form. 'Thc manin production
 
areas are the departments of Sacatcpequez and Aha Verapaz.
 

SOURCE:
 
Exportation - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine
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PAPAYA/PAPAYA (Carica papaya) 

VARIETIES: Native and hybrid 

FORM OF EXPORT: Pulp, frozen, dried 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: Data not available 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: Fresh - 3 MT (1988) 
2 MT (1-5/89) 

Dried - 11 MT (1988) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO THE U.S.: Fresh papaya is currently not allowed entry to the U.S. 
Fruit fly treatments are being developed to facilitate 
reentry. 

HARVEST SEASON: 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP 0(1' NOV DEC 

XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX 

COMMENTS: In 1988, all exports were to Central America. In 1989, a small quantity went to
 
he U.S. market.
 

SOURCE:
 
Exportation - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine
 

v., 53 x,
 



PEPPER (IO'T)CI! II.E (Capsicum- spp.) 

VARIETIES: Native 

FORM OF EXPORT: Fresh, dried 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: Data not available 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: General - Fresh - 9 MT (1-5/89) 
- Dried - 33 MT (1988) 

7 MT (1-5/89) 
Jalapcilo - Fresh - 19 MT (1988) 

Canned - 37 MT (1988) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO THE U.S.: Fresh capsicum peppers are not allowed into the U.S. 
without treatment due to potential fruit fly infestation. 
Most peppers would be dried for ethnic markets. Dried 
peppers would be regulated by FDA. 

HARVEST SEASON: 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX 

COMMENTS: There are abundant varieties of hot pcnners in Guatemala which are currently 
not exported. Some of the local name.; include chiltepe ,.'fce zones), chile chamborote (Peten), 
Sicte Caldos, Diente Perro (Alta Verapaz), and chilcguaquc. Each area has traditional recipes 
using different hot peppers. Some recipes call for a number of types together. Each has a 
distinctive size, shape and color a,l varying degrees of spiciness. 

SOURCE:
 
Exportation - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine
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PIN L\FIPIN_.,(,,\,n:l ..iscomosuJ 

VARIETIES: Smooth Cayena, Montufar, Red Spanish 

FORM OF EXPORT: Fresh 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: 2,111 MT (1987) 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: Fresh - 406 MT (1988) 
Canned - 30 MT (1-5/89) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO THE U.S.: Import permit required. Cannot enter Hawaii. 

HARVEST SEASON: 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

XX XX XX XX XX XX XX 

COMMENTS: Most exports are to Central America. Exports to the U.S. are by air. Production 
is concentrated on the Coastal Plain. 

SOURCE:
 
Exportation - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine 

Ni.- 55 



IPL\NTAINLI,,\' ,NQ{uiasplpj 

VARIETIES: 	 Native, Enano, Cayuga 

FORM OF EXPORT: 	 Fresh, dried 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: 	 4,082 MT (1987) 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: 	 Fresh -5,225 MT (1988) 
Dried - 61 MT (1988) 
Fresh - 1,397 MT (May 1989) 
Dried - 9 MT (May 1989) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO TIlE U.S.: 	 Import permit required, no other APHIS restriction. 

IIAR,,IST SFASON: 

J\N 1:1"13 MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX 

CON NII-NTS: The prod uction area is in the Coastal Plain. Export to the U.S. is by both air 
and Inaritilic. Plantain is also heing exported to Europc and the U.S. as a dried fruit. 

SOUtR(T:
 
Production - Ministry of1 Agricultutre Statistics, USPADA 
Lxp ~ration - Ministrv of Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine 
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VARIETIES: 	 Oregon, Mettin Sugar, Mammoth 

FORM OF EXPORT: 	 Fresh, frozen 

TOTAL NATIONAL PROI)UCTION: 	 6,365 MT (1987) 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: 	 9,(Xx) MT (1988) 
4,133 MT (May-1989) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO TEie U.S.: Import permit required, no other requircmcnts. 

HARVEST SEASON: 

JAN FE3 M,\R '%PR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX 

CONINENTS: Product ion oCCUlS in the West and Central HIighlands (Chimaltenango,
SicItepCquCz, an1(d Sian Jo.,sc Pinulai). Itxp(rt is almost entirely t the U.S. The estimated 
productiin cost Is$3.,)( )) ha.\ ;iIdalcnat aid ('t l rI) iMiiS C'opcrative ;Ire important suppliers.
This has been a pp L;kIr I*()r flCIrs duC to the lahor requnirements. Ill1989 snowcr01 small-scale 
peIas Were dCLinCd l'(r uniaCCel)taIblc pesticidC residues bV FDA. Pesticide use had increased due 
to an exotic pest priblen. lhe snlw pea growcrs/exporters havc responded through their 
Commission in the Nontrilditjonal 1,xport Guild with research aidt training to avoid these problems. 
Guatemlalin frozen snow peas arc pturchased by such compaMiCs Isla Chboy. 

SOURCE: 
Production - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, USPADA 
Exportation - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, Quaranline 

57 x 



VARIETIES: 	 Gingcr/Jcngibrc (Zingibcr oflhcinalis), 
AIlspice/Pimicnta Gorda (Piper arictinum), 
Annato/Achiote (Bixa orellana) 

FORM OF EXPORT: 	 Dried, candied, paste 

TOTAL NATIONAL. PRODUCTION: 	 Data not available 

TOTAL. NATIONAL EXPORTS: 	 Ginger - 63 MT (198M) 
Allspice - 373 MT (1988) 
Annato - 3(g) MT (1988) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO THE U.S.: 	 l)riCd spices, seeds tnd herbs have no USDA restrictions 
and do not require an import permit. Ginger root does 
require an import permit and is on the admissibles list 
Ior GUatcmaill. 

HARVEST SEASON: 

JAN FFI3 MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX 

COMMENTS: The production cost ['or annato is $51()ha. (C.osts lfor ginger and allspice are not 
available.) Annato is exported as a paste and sced to the U.S. and Central America. Principal 
production occurs on the Coastal Plain. Allspice is produccd in the departments of' Pctcn and 
Coban. Almost 85% ol" the allspice exports are to the U.S., with the rest going to Europe. 

SOURCE: 
Exportation - Ministry of Agriculture Statitics, Quarantine 
Costs - BANDESA 
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VARIETIES: Green Zucchini, Yellow Zucchini, Patty Pan, Patty 
Green 

FORM OF EXPORT: Fresh, as baby squash only 

TOTAL NATIONAL PROI)UCTION: 472 MT 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: 472 MT 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO THe U.S.: 	 Import permit required. No other APHIS requirements. 
Commercial shipments only. 

HARVEST SFASON: 

JAN FE"B ,IAR APR MAY JUN JUL 	 AUG SFP OCT NOV DEC 

XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX 

SOURCE:
 
Production and exports - Indus:t), representatives 
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VARIETIES: Selva, Tiyoga, Chandler, Paj aro, Sequoia 

FORM OF EXPORT: Fresh, processed, or frozcn 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: 12,W4) MT (1989) 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: 5,5(X) MT (1988) 
Jelly  35 MT (1988) 
Jelly - 47 MT (1-5/89) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO TlIE U.S.: Import permit required, no other restrictions. 
Califolrnia State Department of Agriculture has recently 
changed state restrictions and should be consulted before 
entering their ports. 
Pesticide regulations arc available f'rom the Food and 
Drug Administration. 

HARVEST SEASON: 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX 

COMMENTS: Strawberry is cultivated with high technology by Chestnut Ilill and the Rincon 
Grande Cooperative. All major strawberry exporters work closely together, and would recommend 
each other in terms of pesticide practices a1nd reputations. Anyone outside this existing network 
should be suspect until proven otherwise. The production costs average $8,840/ha. Export usually 
is in fresh form and sometimes as a jelly to the U.S. and Central America. Shipments have been 
by air, but with controlled atmosphere packing recent shipments by sea have proven commercially 
viable. 

SOURCE:
 
Production- CLUSA 
Exportation - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine 
Costs - BANDESA 



SUGAR SNAP PI-AS/ARVIJ/A 1WI (VI.sum . aliVuni)IM 

VARIETIES: Sugar Snap, Sugar Mcl, Sugar Bon, Sugar Daddy, 
Super Sugar. Mcl 

FORM OF EXPORT: Fresh. 'rozen 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: 1 .563 MT 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: Fresh - 354 NiT 

Frozen - 11.794 MT 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO TiH I .S.: Not availahle 

HARVEST SFASON: 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY J1TN JUIL. AUG SE-P OCT NOV DEC 

XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX 

COMMENTS: Guatemala has quiickly imcd in o 1hiw, market with a tludlity supply. Major
suppliers include Cuat ro Pimns ,ipralivc 

SOURCE:
 
Industry rcprescntatives
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xwj'OMAT IOAiccsclcimA'II( I"O 	 i ) 

VARIETIES: Napoli, Ronma, Rol'orto, Manzana, Gamud, UC82
 

FOPM OF EXPORT: Fresh, paste and sauce
 

TOI'AL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: 102,507 MT (1987)
 

FOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: 47,229 MT (1988)
 
3,018 MT (1-5/89) 

Paste - 135 MT (1988) 
Paste - 156 MT (1-5/89) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO TIlE U.S.: 	 Import permit required. Enterable through North 
Atlantic and North Pacific Ports only. Ii processed, if 
would be regulated by the Food and Drug 
Administration. Tomatocs may also enter the U.S. 
market when the fruit is mature green, prior to the 
time a fruit fly would infest it. Contact 
API!IS/Guatemala for details. 

HARVEST SEASON: 

JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DECJAN FEIB-1 M;AR APR MAY 

XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX 

COMMENTS: Tomatoes must meet mininum grade requirements to enter the U.S. 

Tomato is grown in dry zones (Zacapa, Progrcso, etc.) under irrigation. Production cost is an 

estimated $99(/ha. Exports have beeii going to Central America, Europe, and the U.S. 

SOURCE: 
Production -Ministry of Agriculture Statistics. USPADA 
Exportation - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine 
Costs - Bank of Guatemala 
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VARIETIES: Chico/Chico (Ach ras zapota), 
Loquat or Japanese Medlar/Nispero 

(Eriobotrya japonica L.), 
M.:mcy/Maney (Mamnca anmcricana), 
Mombin (Rcd)/Jocote tic Corona (Spondias 

purpurca), 
Nancc (Byrsoninia crassif'olia), 
Passion Fruit/Granadilla (Passillora spp.), 
Pitahaya or Pitaya (IlyloccrCus spp.), 
Sapodilla or Zapotc (Caloca pum zapola), 
'Ft iarind/TFamlari1dO (Tamarindus indica) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO TI-[E U.S.: Currently most tropical fruits arc restricted because they 
arc hosts to the M'cditcrranca n fruit fly and Anastrepha 
fruit Ily species. A treatment is ncccssary to eliminate 
the potcntial fruit fly larvae. Research on potential 
treatments, such as f'orccd hot air, is bcing conducted by 
the Agricultural Research Service oU USDA. Shipmcnts 
of fresh 'ruit could be initiated by the 1992 season. In 
the meantime, tihcsc fruits may enter the U.S., under 
FDA surveillance, as a puree, or in frozen form, canned 
or otherwise procCssCd For an IIpdate on the stat us of 
individ ual fruit varietics, contact APIIIS/CIuatCmala. 
Pesticide regulations arc available f'rom the Food and 
Drug Administration. 
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TROPICAL FI ITS/FRUTAS TIROPICALES
 

CHI ICO/c(II ICO (Achrds ziio ta)
 

VARIETIES: Native 

FORM OF EXPORT: Fresh 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: Data not available 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: 2 MT (1988) 
2 MT (1-5/89) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO THE U.S.: See rropical Fruits 

HARVEST SEASON: 

JAN FE13 MAR APR MAY JUN JUI. AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

XX XX XX
 

CONIMENI'S: "lilis llail clk,\,.S wild in the Chiiqjuiinula and Progrcso-Guastatoya areas. 
Expotation is exclusively to Central America. 

SOURCE:
 
l:'xlk Lation - NIini lry of Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine
 



VARIETIES: Native 

FORM OF EXPORT: Fresh 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: Data not available 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: 1t) MT (1988) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO TilE U.S.: See Tropical Fruits 

IIARVEST SEASON: 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

XX XX XX 

CONMMENTS: Exportation is exclusively to Central America. This fruit is grown in the eastern
 
part of Guitemala.
 

SOURCE:
 
Exportation - Ministry of Agriculture Statislics, Quaranline
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IT I \ NPI', -I :\\ II. I ,-',i -I 

VARIETIES: Native 

FORM OF EXPORT: Pulp and fresh 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: Data not available 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: 96 kg. (1988) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO TIlE U.S.: Scc Tropical Fruits 

HARVEST SEASON: 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

XX XX XX XX XX XX XX 

SOURCE:
 
Exportation - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine 
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TROPICAL FRUItS/FR JIAS TROPICAIES 

MOMBIN (Rcd)/]OC(O'Tl: D! ('ORONA ,lSjmmdias purUrca) 

VARIETIES: Native 

FORM OF EXPORT: Frozen 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: Data not available 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: I(} MT (1988) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO THE U.S.: See Tropical Fruits 

HARVEST SEASON: 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

XX XX XX 

COMMENTS: The production zone is in the Central Highlands (Guatemala department). 

SOURCE:
 
Exportation - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine
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TRCOPICAL FI U ITS/FR tTAS 'TROI'ICAIES 

NAN('I (13yrsonima crassitolia) 

VARIETIES: Native 

FORM OF EXPORT: Frozen, preserved 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: Data not available 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: 127 MT (1988) 
37 MT (1-5/89) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO THE U.S.: See Tropical Fruits 

HARVEST SEASON: 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

xx xx xx xx xx 

COMMENTS: Exportation is exclusively to the U.S. by air. The production zone is the Coastal
 
Plain and Progrcso-Guastatoya department. This crop grows wild.
 

SOURCE:
 
Exportation - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine
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TROPICAf. FRUITS/FRUTAS TROPICALES 

PASSION F"R t Gl'iRANAI I.I.A (Passitlora spp.) 

VARIETIES: Native 

-ORM OF EXPORT: Fresh 

FOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: 105 MT (1-5/89) 

FOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: 742 MT (1988) 

;TATUS FOR ENTRY TO THE U.S.: See Tropical Fruits 

1ARVEST SEASON: 

TAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

XX XX XX XX 

'OMMENTS: Exportation is exclusively to Central America. This plant grows wild. In higher
levations P. ligularis is grown for its purple to reddish fruit. In the lowlands, P. edulis, a yellow
as:;ion fruit often called "maracuya," is grown for .:cfs or puree. 

OURCE: 
xportation - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine 
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TIROPlCAI. FIWFFSIT Rt JI'AS R)PI('AIS 

PITAI IAYA )r PlTAYA\ '_l I -Lawcrcuts s pj. 

VARIETIES: Native 

FORM OF EXPORT: Fresh 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: Data not available 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: 25 MT (1988) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO THE U.S.: See Tropical Fruits 

HARVEST SEASON: 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

XX XX XX XX 

COMMENTS: Currently most exports are to Central America and Europe. Production occurs 
in the Central Highlands The plant grows wild. The most common variety of pitaya in Guatemaia 
has a fuchsia-colorcd pulp and small seeds. 

SOURCE: 
Exportation - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine 
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TROPI('Al. FR .JITS/FR UTAS TtOPICALS
 

SAPOI)II.I.A OR Z\POT[ (('aoc;1ur zapoa )
 

VARIETIES: Native 

FORM OF EXPORT: Fresh, pulp 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: Data not available 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: 125.0 MT (1988) 
Frozen pulp - 0.1 MT 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO THE U.S.: Import permit required, check with 
APHIS/Guatemala. 

HARVEST SEASON: 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

XX XX XX XX 

COMMENTS: Sapodilla is exported in fresh and pulp form to the U.S. and Central American 
markets. There are some improved varieties, however, variety trials should be carried out before 
serious industrialization of the crop could occur. 

SOURCE:
 
Exportation - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine 
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VARIETIES: Native 

FORM OF EXPORT: Fresh 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: Data not available 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: 70 MT (1988) 
13 MT (1-5/89) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO THE U.S.: The tamarind bean pod can enter the U.S. without an 
import permit. 

HARVEST SEASON: 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JU' JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

XX XX XX XX XX 

COMMENTS: Tamarind grows wild. Production costs and national production data are not
 
available. The production zone is the drier area (if' the Coastal Plain and Chiquimula department.
 

SOURCE:
 
Exportation - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine
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W A'IW\I!)\ SI\ )I.,\ --,I-itijjlsI. 1ii, 

VARIETIES: Jubilee, Crimson Swcct, Sugar Baby, Charleston Gray, 
Mickey Lec 

FORM OF EXPORT: Frcsh 

TOTAL NATIONAL PRODUCTION: 47,331 MT (1987) 

TOTAL NATIONAL EXPORTS: 1,448 MT (1988) 
1,129 MT (1-5/89) 

STATUS FOR ENTRY TO THE U.S.: Import permit rcquircd, coi,,mcrcial shipment only. 

HARVEST SEASON: 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP 0("7[ NOV DEC 

XX XX XX 
-------------------------

XX XX 
-- --

XX XX 
-

XX 
-

XX XX XX 

COMMENTS: Production is under irrigation. Exports arc to Europc, I .S.itld Central America. 
Estimatcd production costs are $765/ha. The main zone ol' production is the southeastern part of 
Guatemala. 

SOURCE:
 
Production - Ministry of*Agriculture Statistics, USPADA 
Exportation - Ministry of Agriculture Statistics, Quarantine 
Costs - BANDESA 
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IV. 	RELATIVE COMPE'TI'IVENESS 01" (;UATEMALAN NONTRAi)ITIONAL
AGRICULTURAL PRODUC'I'S IN TIlE U.S. MARKET 

The bottom 	line of any import-export venture is whether the product can compete economicallyin the U.S. market. Guatemala has the advantages of relatively low production costs, competitivefreight rates, and a close proximity to the market, as well as a wide divcrsity in climates within tilecountry and casonal weather patterns that allow the harvest of many crops during those months
in which U.S. domestic production has dropped off. 

It is unusual to produce cool weather "tcnperate" crops such as Brassica and bcrries so close toproduction of tropical crops including bananas, pincapples and mangoes. As pointed out in thisguide, the diversity of'as-yct- uncploitcd exports -- excmplitied by hot peppers, herbs for teas andtropical fruits -- caiml Ic nbiatchcd by many countries within the preferred Caribbean Basin region. 

The principal conipctition fOr Gu.atemala would, lhcrcl'ore, be Mexico. Mexico's ,-xports to theU.S. far ovcrshadow the tot al exports from all C('I countries cinbhincd. Most crops produced inGuatemala can also bhc prioduccd in lcxico and bc delivered by land at Ilowcr cost. 

Guatemala has had high iransport ratcs dtc1/ to til('(infcrence systcn f(r maritime shipping andcontrols sct 	 to protct recenily privatizcd AVIAI'A air servicc. An interesting alternative isthe ovcrland route through Mexico which has been reopencd the past or three years aftertwo encouragecen t Iriun the PROI'XAG Project described earlier. The pivate sector is alsoorganizing to negotiate hmwcr occan ircight rates. Any 	changes in air rates rely more on the(uatemalan (hveriincnt hoecvevcr, arc notand 	 anticipated to be forthcoming. 

The majority of shipnmcnts hy sca arrive at Miani or 	olher Florida ports or New Orleans. Sea-Land, C'CT 	 and Sea Board have providcd steady service for a number of years. Juno has beenadded more 	 recently. Tropical Shipping is reportedly considering adding service. Other shipping
lines provide inf requent or intermitteint scricc. Guatemalan exporters will be able to provide the
latest information on available service and rates. 
 See Table 5 Ior ocean freight rates at tile time
 
of' writing.
 

Air transportation is more problcmatic fromi Guatemala. Foreign airlines give preference to theircountry's exporters so that flights oifairlines such as LACSA often arrive already full and one suchas MEXICANA can act ually remove Ciuatenalan freight in Mexico to board Mexican freight.Eastern and Pan American airlirnes do not Iollow this practice but are limited in space as well dueto their passenger service. AVIATCA, l'ormcrly the Guatemalan airline, is equally givenpref'erential trcatni due to air transport policies. Cargo service has increased tile past five years,
however. Table 6 lists the now controlled rates from 1989. 

Transport t(i Europe is relatively good fOr the region. Both KLM and lheria have regular flightsand a consortium of oceanii liners prvides service every 10 to 14 days for a 16 to 22 day transittime. There are also monthly refrigerated shipments to Japan with Ned Lloyd. 
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TAI:1.1 5. RATIS FOR OCEAN FREIGItT OF NONTRADI'TIONAL AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS FROM 

PORIT SANTO TOMAS, GUATEMAIA, '1'O MIAMI OR OTIIFR FILORIDA OR GULF PORTS 

Freight (Ih.) 

(Ownximy" I'nxluct Minimum Maximum latc (IUl1) Addilkmai (ws 

'I, Sca Iand. 
Sea lhard Marine 

frozen vegtibls 44,(XK) $1,X1S/rr;alr 
(nartne frcight) 

()pcraltinal charge 
Ilandhng/dockag, 
IDemurrage ? 

554.45 
54101 
$Il( 

(3% of marine Ircight) 

Hunker (min) S7) (S4.S0,'2,(XI lis.) 
Scctirily (m l) 550 (S4.()/2,(XX)IIb.) 

Snl.(NIS 24,(KKl 44,(1XI S13212,(1(I IIb%, 

(rctrigcralcdt) 

can;alouI- 740 ~i'i,.s S.1 'tio xu 
($2,257 for740 Ix). 

m;L-ic freight) 

()1wrational charge 
I Iandldhng dokage 
hunker 
Sccuroy (nun) 

S7.71 

S51.80 
S5() 

(Y',1o marine freighl) 

(S0.) fA"x) 
(S4.(X(I/,(IX)it-A.) 

h tr "desi iti -(I1 t's S .Ixibu i I nterna;il handling: 

may %"VCc[ (4(I l Nix) from I;,cuinlla 
fron Icialhuleu 

()l.I0s sx 
Q0.) IIs's 

Ironi /icap 0)0.34/1Isx 

ire cr ine (iuati nial.i 

bul not' ,i'c 
'Ibc', ralcs ere 1l1.ii dcd t'.( C I' hhI. 'onlercrr r,iics OthCr. nn.,i nfernc: hippi ncu ale, 

on air ,pil.,r or frequent .ti', 

-A",\t . ,(i'ifj i l e:r, I rrclet c,l is 1)I,iis Iroin I. ulri;.i, (1 2his (foii lcilthuiucu, aindPortSant,[ ,, I 


1)0501) fssrim /'Icaipa 

Notrc l'rics arc su t to ch;intz muthwlnolic . ('urrcnt exch;rnge rme Is1,(,)202 W S),I(Scl, crnisr, X,(. 
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TABLE 6. 	 STANDARDIZED RATES FOR INTERNATIONAL AIR FREIGHT 
OF NONTRADITIONAL AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS FROM 
GUATEMALA, JULY 1989 (U.S. $) 

Cost per Pound* Minimum Cargo
Destination 	 Product (U.S. $) (kg.) 

Miami all 0.23 

Los Angeles fruits and vegetables 0.66 300 
flowers and foliage 1.08 500 
spices 0.55 1,000 

Houston** 	 all 0.43 	 1,00) 

New Orleans all 0.43 	 1,0X0 

*The following have to be added to the total: Taxes - Sales (IVA) 7% 

- Services (timbres) 3% 
Handling $2.25 
Guide $5.00 

**Aerovias carries cargo to Houston via Miami for $0.45/lb. with 100 lb. minimum. Above
 
figures are for Continental or Aviatcca.
 

Note: Prices 	suoject to change without notice. 

' 	 7 9
 



In 1985, the survey whiich served as the basis f'or the first cdition of' this guide rcvealed that high 
production costs were at constraint to export. This was mainly due to tile cost of agrochenlicals, 
replacement parts for nmachincry, and fuel, all of which are imported. Since that time, inflation has 
becn checked considerably and imported go-ods have become more accessible. 

Packaging matcrials continue to be costly. It is often more economical for the U.S. importer to 
supply packaging than to purchase it iocally. This, howevc., seems to be true for much of the 
region. Low wages makc it advantageous to process and/or packagc a product to the greatest 
dcgrce possible pri .r to shipnicnt. 

The factors presented here and other issues afccting exports are discussed in the following section 
on opportunities and constraints. 

The in formation surnliirized in Table 7 provides an overall view of the competitiveness of 
Guatemalan agricultural prod ucts. Price variability for the feat ured products is presented in Table 
8 lor GLatenmld. This mV bc rclaitcd to the U.S. markct trends by comparing it with New York 
wholesale prices in Table ilTcdifference bctccn FOB prices plus transport costs would give 
a theorctical U.S. pm icc at the prtt of en trv (scc Tablc 7). An analysis of the current U.S. market 
is still needed, however, to coiuplCtC the picture. This will have to le carried out by each company 
bc'orc investments arc made. Sonic o' the cost factors might also nced updating once a specific 
product hias beIiien llfied I'Or iMpotl atiton. 
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TABLE 7. COMPETITIVENESS OF GUATEMALAN NONTRADITIONAL 
AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS TO THE U.S. MARKET 
(U.S. $ PER METRIC TON) 

N.Y. Wholesale2Commodity' Price (FOI) Ocean Freight3 Estimated CIF4 Prices' 

Annato Seed 1,298 154 1,452 --
Asparagus 942 507" 1,449 2,500 
Broccoli 662 145 807 900 
Baby Vegetables 997 145 1,442 
Brussels Sprouts 310 145 455 1,190 
cantaloupe 125 336 461 940?ashew Nuts 4,265 130 4,395 6,(XX) 
:auliflower 251 145 396 970 
3arlic 340 145 485 2,205
Lettuce 782 145 927 450 
Vacadamia Nuts 11,(XX) 129 11,129 9,A(X)
Viango 298 188 46 1,650
Jkra 330 145 475 1,)60
Dnion 162 145 307 485 
3lantain 156 145 301 
z.oses 4,960 507" 5,467 
;hate Leaf 870 185 1,055 -
now Pea 1,436 145 1,581 

;trawberry 877 5076 1,384 2,750 
['omato 220 145 365 1,200
Vaterrnelon 38M 336 724 440 

Only commodities with sufficien trade data were included in the table. 
Prices (FOB) are the average price for each commodity for the period from June, 1988 
Lhrough May, 1989 as calculated froin the monthly publication "*Datexof Guatemala." See 
rable 8 tor minimum and maxinmm prices over the same period.
Dcean freight is based on the Conference rates (CCT,Sea-Land, Sea Board Marine) for types
)f commodities. For rate structure, see Table 5. 
Estimated CIF is the sum of average FOB and freight costs. This is only a theoretical figure 
'or comparison purposes.
 
3ee Table 9 for detail. Source USDAIERS.
 
rhis product normally is transported by air. With controlled atmosphere packaging, some
 
naritime shipping has begun.
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TABLE 8. PRICE VARIABILITY OF GUATEMALAN NONTRADITIONAL. 
AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS (FOB, U.S. DOLLARS PER 
METRIC TON)* 

Annual
 
Commodity Minimum Price Average Maximum 

Annatto Seed 670 (May) 869 1,298 (June) 
Asparagus 840 (January) 942 943 (January) 
Baby Vegetables 382 (March) 652 997 (March) 
Broccoli 58) (October) 623 662 (August) 
Brussels Sprouts 31 ) (December) 310 310 (November) 
Cantaloupe H9(1 (March) 121 125 (May) 
Cashew Nuts 3,688 (August) 3,878 4,265 (January) 
Caulillowcr 248 (September) 251 255 (November) 
Garlic 305 (May) 340 341 (April) 
Lettuce 496 (November) 611 782 (August) 
Macadania Nuts 3,846 (June) 8,601 11,000 (May) 
Mango 273 (March) 283 298 (March) 
Okra 234 (February) 324 330 (May) 
Onion 121 (Seetmbei) 146 162 (January) 
Plantain 94 (May) 148 156 (October) 
Roses 2,227 (Deccmber) 2,161 4,960 (March) 
Shate Leaf 626 (Deccmber) 726 870 (JanUMaly) 
Snow Pea 922 (Septenber) 97(0 1,436 (August) 
Strawberry 749 (Dcccmber) 870 877 (Decemnber) 
lornato 220 (January) 220 220) (January) 
Watcrnelon 388 (Decenber) 388 38 (May) 

*Prices per metric ton in US$ FOI3 Guatemalan Port are from ihe period ol June, 1988 to 

May, '189. 

SOURCE: Monthly Publication of Datex Lic Guatemala. 
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TABLE 9. PRICE VARIABILITY OF NONTRADITIONAL AGRICULTURAL
 
EXPORTS IN THE NEW YORK MARKET (WHOLESALE, 

.i. DOLLARS)* 

Minimum Average Maximum Unit 
Commodity (per unit) (per unit) (MT) (per unit) (crates) 

Asparagus 18 34 2,50() 45 30 lb. 
pyramid 

crate 

Broccoli 8 9.50 900 13 23 lb. 

Brussels Sprouts 10 13.50 1,190 18 25 lb. 

Cantaloupe 8 17 940 26 40 lb. 

Cashew Nuts -- -- 6,00() -- 

(shelled) 

Caulillower 9 11 970 17 25 lb. 

Garlic 0.50 1 2,205 1.50 1lb. 

Lettuce (Iccbcrg) 7 10 450 30 50 lb. 

Macalamia Nuts -- -- 9,000 -- -

(shelled) 

Mango, 5 7.50 1,650 10 10 lb. 
flat 

Okra 10 12 1,760 20 15 lb. 

Onion 6 11 485 16 50 lb. 
sack 

Peas 10 15 1,1(m 20 30 lb. 
bushel 

Strawbcrry 0.80 1.25 2,750 2.25 1 lb. 
pint 

lomato 8 13.60 1,200 20 25 lb. 

Watermelon 10 15 440 30 75 11). 

*Prices in US$ areIfrom AMS records covering the N.Y. wholesale market from 1985 to 1987. 
The unit of sale is described and average prices are also reported on a metric ton basis lor 
com parison with the lIrevious table. Cashew and macadamia nuts are priced from import unit 
values at port of entry. 

SOURCE: Economic Research Service, USDA. 
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V. OPPORTUNITIES ANI) CON STRAI NTS FOR INCREASING EXPORTATION
 
OF NONTRAI)ITIONAL CROPS FROM GUATEMALA
 

In addition to short-term competitiveness of nontraditional agricultural products, judged primarily 
in terms of production and transportation costs versus U.S. market prices, it is important to 
consider the factors which influence these values in the longer term. 

Over the past decade, U.S. buyers have become more familiar with the potential of Guatemala's 
agricultural sector as production and quality products have consistently improved.of Whereas 
marketing issues were of greatest concern only five years ago, the main constraint at this time may 
be insufficicnt production to meet current demand. The best way to ensure success as a buyer, 
therefore, is to contact growers prior to the season when produce will be needed. Also, the 
increasing cover:,ge c1 the Nontraditional Export Guild (ste Appendix V) enables that staff to 
connect buyers and investors to serious exporters and producers of a variety of products. 

0)1p),'11tuiLv ffil ll~pmldin". iProdutim 

The Agency for International Developnent (U.S. AID) has financed several loans for agricultural 
diversification under projects such as Small Farmer Diversification ($5.5 million in loans), the 
Highlands Agricultural Development ($12.0 million in loIns), and a current second phase of that 
project which will extend to 1995. The projects include loans for land terracing and small irrigation 
units, research, institutional strengthening, and training. 

A small irrigation unit consisIs of a group of people who each own up to 3 hectares of' land in the 
same proximity and join together to fbirm a unit for the construction and operation of a simfle 
irrigation system. The units arc termed "small" because each member has a small amount of land 
that would not be feasible to irrigate separately. The entire unit, however, may reach 1W0 hectares 
in size. From 1979 to the present around 1(W) of such units have been formed across the country, 
with the exclusion of the Pctcn and the South Coast which are not included in the program. 

The creation of irrigatiom units and construction of terraces are the primary means for bringing new 
land into production and lengthening the growing season to permit two harvests per year in most 
crops. 

The status of credit for agricultural diversification also influences the ability of many farmers to 
shirt away from traditicnal crops to the nontraditional ones which are under high demand in the 

area a 
which will be financed by the Inter-American Development Bank (ID13) through BANDESA. 
Some farmers stated, however, that although they qualified for credit they hesitated to risk 
borrowing to produce a new crop which they had never marketed and for which they were not sure 
of a market. 

U.S. market. Projects in this include $50 million loan for small farmer credit to diversify, 

Appendix III has a breakdown of credit granted by BANDESA for diversification by Region and 
by crop. This is particularly useful for predicting future production of f'ruit trees which have been 
planted 'ut do not yet appear in production statistics. 
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III h} lS I'lJl IT' 

A constraint illexporting Ir iom some rc.,ions ol" tile country istihe lack olfFirst grade roads, 

particularly in tle North ol th lilighlands and in the Departnicn t of Pctcn. B'CausiII this limitation 
Will not he reCmedie.td in the nlar I'lur. these areas wcre not covered in the guide. A U.S. AID 
prograim I)finlinc' CoItSrLtlinl or un pt rwnlicnt l acccss roads is ongoing, hiwvcr, and1 lcw 

highwaN'utth A' the c;pitll to the nijor Paciric ports has hccnl completed. 

Private coipinics hivceiprwed inC inc'rIsd C0ling and freezi ng fl .laCitiCs. The cold rooms 

that have hccn c)Instructcd hv priva tc c'iiipaii es do not always have the prc-cooling chalmbcrs 
required to ma1iintain ih lcgcnsllL'(hIte IkC'rilatiC ilnthe cold rIiiiis. Iar tooi lcw cold rooms and 

prc-coiling chaihcrs exist in (tlIMCllali, h c'vcr, so that somc prod ucers utilize rclrigcratcd 
containers from the s' lines hir tr pcmXirarv Sto[ilgC 01 their prtIdIcC ill the liCld bCforC shipping, 
t erbatig the." Lf rlriCleratcdselsonil ,hot;I. co:itainers. 

The lack ol coo()linlg Icilities I1;is inteniieicd the 1i.,,scs from unrelialc air transport since highlyillso 

perishlo: duct , arriv' it the airlpolt at Iield temllperature aid any dChiVs )Crimit dtCIioratioi 

ItbuIn. "'herC is rto public col rom neir the airport that may he rentcd l'rr such an emergency. 

(pll;<tui i .,, flrl .w I +d .Slimt.,,\"ilt xL~
 

GCult'"nal is conltintill\' en teringz new iiche miirkcts illtihe Jnitcd StatCs and other coun tries. 
At, caiil cvimupi \.;ws the rapid develhopimeUnt ofl I cardanimn industry 1t0 til)11y thuW0t-d market 

at the height o4 the spice's value. ll than 20 'ears, (jutnMtiala bcCalmlC the numblr onC 

p)r_0dLI 1tl'e ill .',S[ ing eve'n India.Cofarllamlil tie' Worl,,s+ 

MoI rCCllt exaniIIIl,'s, iiicltih Now pea1. sliiltV I1ilnS. and roses. [he Iast twO y'ears 
rlc0IIucti()i of h' ollr\'M i, t, l'sugr snap peas., Mid Ihiari(t \erts has cscal,tcd t)i me.ct a 

su.lCni riSC indCtrIIntll ill thit U.S. lIis t;IJIt;hdilit v is inm ilrt;IntIMr nmcciint.ng Irue-C dCrn;iIds in 
tril iel a;deCxtit i+'IIidt ts. 

A constraint [or expatnding (Gua'ileialrnC\xorts to the U.S. is the Lick of catrgto traliSpoltIti the 

West Coilst aid Nid,\WSt. lriirV to the U.S. reniin hea:vily Ce-niCIed on] hoida ports. T[he trend 
lor Calil'*oriia to estaihlish ino. .S111ien-,,t liestMid aid .(Il;Irantinc h;\%s than the Federal 
GovecrniIent has cteCtCd uray ilso(crelIt hllis to0 exprlihed trade. 'Ihese ;areC IeICIn' ned ill 

'lhe United St;ates anid 111 litril Anllclican (oriimoi1 Markct countrics (('tista Rica, Nicmarig.ua. 

l1mIIiiduiras, 1:lSalv d . ald, to som11 extent, l 1:aaM ) IhVe dominated as destitnH s f'or 
Guatlmalarilitl Rce.ntl\. hIow\VeI, ite'rest Ihs crowkn ill;acce'ssing the 11urOpeCn arid A.si;ai 

' , of0 

protectilon quaraintilc rcgulati.ons allcctinu the Icmited StaltCs. 1:For c\aiillc, ny trolpical fruits 

require trmC;t nt for ei)iV\Ci spread (i CeHrt rit Il.' lhcse 

markets. In some ease.,lippinIg to tirop' hing, a higher ir*,e \hiL' avoidiag some the.'pilaut 

entry to tie U.S. top the Iirn spcics. 
saie I'ruits can gCncrally enter the !lrplea.';n ('oinmunity without trelamn't sinC the thrCat ol fruit 

v\l N' 

http:Nicmarig.ua
http:reCmedie.td


ily introd uction is far less severe, give n that sonic species arc already established in Europe and 
that there are no IargC Iruil industries t() protccl. 

Trade with E'uropc is te:,ilita tcd hw the rcla ivcly frc ucnt flights of KLM and Iberia. Shipments
to Luropc may go 1w sea every 1( to 1-1 days f'or a 16 to 22 day transit time. Refrigerated ocean 
cargo service is also availal. on a monthlv hasis to Japan from Ned loyd. 

Another interesting mairkc.t f( r the ci mmt;v is the Caribhean region which imports a surprising
amount of the produce and sCA'ld usCd Ir the tourist industry. Trade with South American 
countries is aisi.) expMding. Iucreasiuc this "il rarcgional" trade among C'entral America and 
Mexico, tile ("arilbcl. and S(L, I AmCrical is cm phsizcd in the Organization of' American States'"atest tgricLIthnratl plan ,,vhich is cardinatcd by the Inter-American Istit ute for Coperation in 
AgricultuJrC (I1fC,\). SLmie U.S. cmi lpti ics arc buying frcsh produce from Caribbean Basin 
countries and sellni high ,'al i (vAlIte-added) items such as canned goods or paper products in 
return. Associations in tle U.S., such as tle National American Wholesale Grocers Association 
(NAGA Iin Falls C'fhnrch. Virginia, have bccn iasistiing their members in accessing these markets 
f'or two-wa, trade. 

Some of the factors alecting tihe increasc of exports of nontraditional agricultural products arc 
sumnmarited in T'able I0. 
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TABLE 10. 	 OPPORTUNITIES AND CONSTRAINTS FOR INCREASING EXPORTATION 
OF NONTRADITIONAL CROPS FROM GUATEMALA 

( uririr1 Cil Allttd unii.'s"()ililititt? ()pjlit 

,
IM I(uItitt his tt lt'Ill'i"llttlilt stuc i ts 0!.,il , (I t ' li ny1 is lllill i. I i litC ) l LWI. 	 Sis ti . peis, iui k ii li g k/iiti 

stirji.tssed p l itilitt in 
1111 tilt1( 1 Att' sil ile ,e 

alld lt lml/lillmil ui.si. 

L' is ii,11ld1.llt.i It i Icdc'l~il rts tie i 
t'lilll 'AL i~k' 11 

( Il elite i ts'li'% lC 
p l iiltl p.111]ltll,1llV
. 11 

c t. wltdt h anld 11itl rclllt 


llt,+t s~cd 


g

i tt lS "pi ttslt, .t t %l hiik ;ire i )llit1in1Itet (ilt ilte . lThis sh tilhlit'C'llilntti llI,lg 

dIlklo i. Ill ii th Ilcti'ililg 1tt1C isct' pl1 ill Ihlt llMil,%h iluldntii % It h 	 'dill t0 Slili, %tii, 

anltd
Ircsh vsprill. 

ld 0nt 

11l killt'.s lI ice In;tIlilt'I illlt'T'l-d(ic; iiiii I peIIsts;II 
i dll\ltlil L- ht' Wlrc. A\11 

tol%,llllt' i 
d %ttC "hilhhiklng" [it'.%,illttc 	 ale" 

1ile iliiiliiiniill'V illleutcplteI'd I 1 
Jci,, s', 1i 1C to IhL'crop iul 

(lilt",10li. 


dcllmand it Olle piint. 

I:iiliilCi 
IL 11;1sbeen esti lSt 

t'\Illllhllg1l)[ t1t.110in ;111l1Ollk'IMtMlll% dilt'b~t-t'illllig 11101c 
%\s iiiikCi cl . tlite tlCIlliiilcs ile 

stililiist ilc'itl i 	 i ltli ui pltuitliclstIlic.ilIll i tll h1ltvy itt'I
n IIIk'IIIl, 
 i 


0 11t'itil \WtllOt gii IA 


ippiviiic nnIv itnilterie
 
ts'r' ..ll11 tht' hoilll 01 t'd illdutlryf 

rltts 11.1ph \ I k'L. (}llalt'lill to)IhleIlila l "l gt'lo he
 

alpproval pwkcts fl fll lo
a 111i iIv c ti l t~lICiatiit 

Illili t'g 11s will LteCl It' 1.S. licsh. Sinilii \%trk lilliii 
0llht'iic Hl ilt 'd l[I Sl \\illllitlfiicaIl hc CtSICil,itcr this
 

klhl
'\[lt'ltlltt'. 

-[ lI~llV il 'W 1 hti' lnllt \\koik chkiwlv\kilihllicir1 lls ht'l, 

N init1V till l l liytlisllilaty Ag1iitlillt'C issuis. 
SiticiCscd iccing antl pulping Iacilitics i liletountry are 

J1lhltwilii htl\t' I0 1)hl iil Itese I tilts iiiprlice'sscd itirln 
alld. thciliiI , ai dilIliti liv or their pest ctittil 

tliiitti .
 

Trias illtoitato 	varietics icsislal Il It inicslaitioniulll 

Met I(inll)organit'.
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TABLE 10. OPPORTUNITIES AND CONSTRAINTS FOR INCREASING EXPORTATION 
OF NONTRADITIONAL CROPS FROM GUATEMALA (Continued) 

Constraint 

3. Changes in pcs'icidc 
registrations have liniLcd 
the nunbcr of products 
useful Ior pest control in 
nontraditional crops and 
have coniributed to 
Ottcas1iirI violations. 

COmniiiditcs Afftctt'd 

Snow peas. chayolic. alln' new 
CX.tiC Ct )ps %liCh arc i)roduccd in 

rclativcly smdal volumes. 

Opplrtunifies 

- Recent cha ngcs in California statc regulations which could 
inhibit cxpjrt of' berries to tile West Coast will he 
challenged thrutgh reseaich iand in industry Iorumis in th 
U.S. 1his clort ha, already begun. 

SA live-year All) j)l0jcCt will be training Mnd strcngtlhcning 
tie quarantinc and irlspectioin divisions of the Guatemalan 
Ministry of* Agriculture. 

Currcnt: 
- Siowipea gio %kcrshave wikcd through itheir highly 

trganizcd industry commission to Icarn of alternative 
controdl nica rcs for comition pcsts and to disseminatc 
inkirmtin oilnfFl)A-approvcd lpsticides. 

- The All) Rcgiornal Ofice ( ROCAP) through the 
IiRO-X,\( Pr--jcx hais provided crop-spccific guidelines 
oil FDA rcgu jltiins. 

- Chayotc has bccn reclassified so tha t products registered 
fir use oillothcr squashcs may lIc uscl on it. 

Futurc: 
- The ROCAIP/PROEXAG Projcct is studying programs 

such as IR-4. to allcviate tihe situation of pcsticides for 
nhinor criops. 

- A ROCAP cnvir nmental priojcct will be strengthcning the 
Guatcmala pcslicidc rcgistration and contril divisions in 
the Ministry ol Agriculture. 
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TABLE 10. OPPORTUNITIES AND CONSTRAINTS FOR INCREASING EXPORTATION
 
OF NONTRADITIONAL CROPS FROM GUATI'MALA (Continued) 

Cunstrntint 

4. 	 Air transixirt has ]lited 
freight capacity and is Irot 
al,'avs reliable (or 
scheduling. lle airport 
is not well equipped lor 
storage and handling of 
perishalhIcs. 

5. 	 O)ca n freight rates m 
cc mnsiderel higlh. 

Cornm(K|xitivs AeTted 

' llighl lWerihable 00)ps liliidi ,' 

stra%%hvirics. other berrics,,.I ir 

%and rse. . 

\tAlprlucts. 

()ppirtll1ilit s 

( mitenIt: 
+ litrm'd I (eeini1:inoc.ssng rnikes air transport lessma 

LIiici. 
I'diuk Is ',, rlyonly lw', being sent byc.Iilpid by airar 'e 
Nt,,iII WiMhILt.t itlMlSph'lt"ic patcking or containcrs. 
()tu II lllsftallt crlilmlily in this Ibel. "ranslresh, is 
iiiloi idto ie op+[Inlllg;a bi1,ich ill( nt cniali. 

[hic1tv1tt/,itiin i thc (iiateiralan airlinc',AVIAT-CA. 
shill!.l l.old Ill ireliAsed A IIiablilYitv 0I c lltipCtitiev se 'ice 
(Illit t1iNiC 

, 
;uSi l 0it ii lr 'i't ()iiiic rrieasLiI't s 

"11le t:
 
Sciinmrs lmd.tiuhdes (on the taril ild conference rates 
ai Illlpltl ri Lthe cxpnlt industry's unttrstantding of this 
c'lr.stlmlllt, soc ii t t "tigotiati ns Illaybe Illre 

.+\htet'iiti,. ',hiipll)n ale tel [ .12ttntln liLes )tIiVidingi 
Nete to ;tklatt-ai itl wmuld increase, it imiist cases, as 
tli.jll;iiit i%bC tI C tIbli',itd. 

vz 92 v. 



APPENDIX I
 

TRADE STATISTICS
 



TABLE A-i. QUANTITIES AND VALUES OF NONTRADITIONAL GUATEMALAN 
AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES IMPORTED BY THE UNITED STATES
 

Average 1983-1985 1 KO 1987 191M 

Commodity 
Qnty Value CIF 

(S (KX)) 
Qnty Value CIF 

(S (X)J) 
Qnty Value CIF 

(S wX) 
Qnty Value CIF 

(S 0(X)) 

1. FRUITS 

Apples: 
Apples . pres. 
Apple juice (liter) 

(1 
1,(141 

0.4 
0.6 5,727 

0( 
2.5 1 0 20,725 12.6 

Cashew-, nple - paste 
prep 

1 
1896 

1.7 
168.9 

86 
51 

92.6 
56.7 

118 
27 

128.7 
30.6 

(A 
45 

71.3 
52.3 

Citrus: 
Orange juice (liter) 754,96, 145.3 2.367,781 303.2 
Orange - pres. 147 15.2 105 12.4 
Lemon peel 2 3.7 1 0 
Lemon, fresh 54 11.1 49 6.6 0 0 18 2.3 
L.imes, fresh or brine 80 17.4 101 14.5 2 4.0 33 4.4 

Mango: 
Mango pres. 13 11.1 15 10.4 50 39.1 50 42.4 
Mango - pulp 10 8.0 24 19.3 17 11.8 23 16.4 
Mango fresh 89 52.8 117 18.4 7 1.7 10 8.8 

Melons: 
Melons fresh 
Cantiloupc 
Melon prep.. pres. 

9.215 
o67 

7 

1.174.2 
186.7 

3.3 

13.826 
3.557 

785 

3.374.' 
879 . 
569.3 

9.984 
4.700 

984 

2.574.10 
1.1)42.4 

771.2 

7.633 
11.103 

842 

2,516.7 
2.825.1 

627.3 

papaya: 
P~apava - pres. 
Papaya paste 

68 
19 

37.2 
7.5 

0 
40 

( 
22.0 

0 
30 

0 
17.1 

1') 
3 

:3.2 
1.. 

Papaya- fresh 2 1.2 1 1.9 
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TABLE A-1. QUANTITIES AND VALUES OF NONTRADITIONAL GUATEMALAN 
AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES IMPORTED BY THE UNITED 
STATES (continued) 

Average 1983-1985 
Qnty Value CIF Onty 

1986 
Value CIF Qnty 

1987 
Value CIF Qnty 

1988 
Value CIF 

Commodity (S (W))) (S (XKI) (S 00w) ($ 000) 

I. FRUITS (continued) 

Pl-ntain: 
Plantain pres. GS 15.8 436 92.4 62 14.6 0 0 
Plantain fresh 720 146.2 1.615 372.7 1,650 386.7 1,430 319.8 

Pineapple: 
Pineapple juice (liter) 1.517 0.8 5,387 2.5 17,034 1.4 14,437 7.3 
Pineapple jam and jelly 1 0.5 
Pineapple - prep. 16 12.9 20 8.0 42 50.6 18 12.9 
Pineapple canned 8 5.3 37 20.5 
Pineapple - fresh 
(bulk and crate) 294 84.0 151' 443.7 425 107.8 50 13.4 

Stravkbtern': 
Strawkberry - fro,'. 2 2.4 308 56.2 1,155 509.9 482 197.5 
Stray.berr pin 0 0.1 
Str,i, berr' - fresh 1 2.0 89 43.2 377 371.7 526 547.3 

Tamarind: 
Tamrnarind . fresh. pres. 27 11.8 0 0 
Tamlartnd - paste 0 0.4 

Watcrmclon . fresh 254 21.3 1,973 260.1 2.575 293.9 939 197.9 

SUB-TOTAL: 2,050.3 6,682.9 6,357.2 7,490.9 
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TABLE A-I. QUANTITIES AND VALUES OF NONTRADITIONAL GUATEMALAN
 
AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES IMPORTED BY THE UNITED 
STATES (continued) 

Commodity 

Average 1Q,3-1,5 
Qnitv Value CIF 

(S 1) 
Qntv 
" 

t, 
Value CIF 

(S (X)) 

1987 
Qntyv Valu CIF 

($(lXI) 
Qnv 

198.S 
Value CIF 

(S (KI) 

II. VIEGETAILES 

.As.paragus: 
Asparagus rch 
A.sparagus - frozen 

(1 
2 

1.2 
2.4 

0I 
32 

2.8 
16.2 

1 
27 

1.1 
18.6 

7 
0 

10.2 
0 

Broccoli frs. fro- 5.124 3x7.9 8.229 5,763.5 27.,.14.020 8.700( 22.146,576 7,111.3 
Brussels Spicuts -
ks, iro.. 1.421 1,048.2 945 515.7 583 392.1 1.055 670.5 

( abbice 
Ir. ch. prcs. 36.9 146 62.5 15 3.5 17 16.8 

('asi.d and Other 
Rooti Crops: 

Casia,1 (yucca) 135 16.0 89 15.7 
l)asheen (lab) 3 0.5 18 2.8 0 0 
"rapioca. 
C.assavo -pres 3 0.7 

Cauhltm\cr. 
frs. lroz. 1,584 1,170.8 1,289 721.8 855 578.6 936 626.6 

Chal'vote 14 2.2 0 (1 36 11.6 0 0 
Garlic: 

Garlic 
Garlic 

fresh 
dried 

73 
3 

53.8 
7.7 

1(3 
9 

103.6 
9.0 

125 
24 

50.2 
27.6 

13 
0 

2.2 
1.1 

Leituce 51 15.3 (I 132 23.8 1() 29.2 
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TABLE A-1. QUANTITIES AND VALUES OF NONTRADITIONAL GUATEMALAN 
AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES IMPORTED BY THE UNITED 
STATES (continued) 

Average 1983-1985 1986 1987 1988 
Onty Value CIF Qnty Value CIF Onty Value CIF Qnty Value CIF 

Commodity (S X)) (S (X) (S () (S 0(0) 

II. VEGETABLES (continued) 

Okra - fresh. froz. 1,790 1,344.4 2,350 1,224.1 3,946 2,154.9 3.780 2,113.6 

Onion 22 2.5 437 107.8 8W 183.9 889 169.6 

Snow Pea 228 193.8 3,588 2,913.9 4,861 3,952.3 5,319 4,730.6 

Tomato 7 3.3 

SUB-TOTAL: 7,586.6 11,446.5 16,107.0 15,481.7 

IIl.NUTS & SPICES 

Cashew Nut -shld, etc. 3 13.9 98 471.8 16 44.8 55 321.3 

Coconut: 
Coconut -shred 27 16.6 0 0 0 0 20 14.1 
Coconut . pres, Iroz. 1 0.6 2 3.9 1 1.2 
Coconut in shell 120 0.1 14,978 2.5 

SUB-TOTAL: 31.2 474.3 48.7 336.6 

IV. NURSERY & SEED 

Bulbs - nec, "ols 169,588 50.3 23,023 16.3 20,(M)0 2.0 6,0WX) 1.2 

Cut llovers - total 6.156,630 870.7 9,289,081 1,226.8 13,392,670 1,787.2 16,973,780 2,110.7 
Rose. (included 
in total) 5,930,781 778.8 9.224,081 1,213.6 13,392,670 1,778.2 16,952,780 2,073.7 
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TABLE A-I. 	 QUANTITIES AND VALUES OF NONTRADITIONAL GUATEMALAN 
AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES IMPORTED BY THE UNITED 
STATES (continued) 

Averaie t983-I'i85 1 M,6 1987 19M8 
Qntv Value CIF Onty Value (IF Qnty Value CIF Qnt, Vilue CIF 

Commtoditv ($ (x ) " (S (w) (S lXx)) (S (X)) 

IV. NURSERY & SEED (:ontinued) 

I.ise Plants:
 
Li'e Plants %% 131.177 .Iitxx) 1.8 11 ",b05 1.2
s 	 6.7 

6i.1sePlants - nec 35.,)2,52 2.143.3 41,i5 572 1,777.3 57 . 15,Ms4 1.831.8 07.913.4118 2.133.6 
C.Irntin Plant t. )5 1.1 0, 

Orch:d 3356 0.4 	 (1 0 569 3.0 

Seeds.
 
",Cr Seeds 2 1,825.3 4 2.7,42.7 3 3.387.5 3 3261.4 

Other (Shruh, tree) 27 160.4 5 235.3 2 114.1 6 218.6 

St:-IVIOTAL: 	 5.843.0 7,213.8 	 8,MXX).8 9,803.4 

V. HONEY 	 ON 5(4.2 41M 482.8 338 289.6 199 185.8 

TOTA.: 10,015.3 26.3WX).4 	 31.713.3 33.298.4 

In 	metric tons unless othe\ ise noted. 

* 	 Snos pcis %%ere probbly listed under anothcr category Lip to 1985 since Cuatro Piaos Cooperative 
alone exported 29) NIT at $315 thousand in 1983 and 5W) MT at $756 thousand in 1984, but this 
did not appetri the USDA Statistics. 

Note: 1. 1Bulbs. orchid plints., aid li\e plawts ire in n,.ntbel of uits'pieces. 
2. Bioccoli for 19S.7-K8 are ini lbs. 
3. (sconuts in shell 	 19M,8,are in number of nuts. 

Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
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AGROCHEMICALS REGISTERED FOR USE IN GUATEMALA
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APPENI)IX I1
 

AGROCIIEMICALS RE(;ISTEREI) FOR USE IN GUATEMALA
 

The importation and use of agrochcmicals in Guatemala is regulated by the Plant Health Section 
(Sanidad Vcgetal) of DIGESA in the Ministry of Agriculture. Guidelines for import permits are 
based on the regulations set by the Environmental Protection Agency of' the United States. 
Thercfore agricultural products from Guatemala should not suffer any chemical contamination at 
levels unacceptable to the agencies regulating cntrance into the U.S. nor to the consumer. 
DIGESA profcs:,ionals from the Crop Protcction Section monitor the usc of' the most hazardous 
("restricted") agrochemicals. Additionally, all products must be registered and must be labeled in 
Spanish t'fllowing an official f'Ormat consisting ol' complete identification of' the product, instructions 
on its use and preparation, sympto)ms and treatment f'or intoxication with the chemical, and 
expiration date. The tags are color coded according to the danger of toxicity for each 
identification. 

Detentions have occurred when a product is used on a crop f'or which it is not registered. 
Occasionally, a product isdetained because a pesticide which is registered for that crop has residues 
above acceptable levels. A GAO report on pesticide use in Guatemala will be released in late 
1989 and can provide more details. Guatemala is not historically a country with many FDA 
detentions for pesticides. 
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TABLE A-2. CLASSIFICATION OF AGROCHEMICALS REGISTERED IN GUATEMALA
 

Commercial 
Generic Name Name Application 

carbofuran Furadan Soil 

diazinon Diazinon Soil 

methomyl Lannate Foliage 

deltamethrin Decis Foliage 
en 'ksulfan Thiodan Foliage 

phenamiphos Nemacur Soil 

chiorpyrifus Lorsban Soil 

Bacillus thuringiensis Tlhuriade Foliage 

malathion Malathion Foliage 

permethrin Pounce Foliage 

Control 

Nematodes, insects 

Insects 

Chewers 

Chewers, suckers 
Suckers 

Nematodes. some suckers 

Soil pcsts 

Chewers 

Suckers. chewers 

Suckers, chewers 

Restrictions 

Apply before or after sowing 

Apply before sowing 

No more than 3 applicaticns per crop, 
suspend one day before harvest 

Do not apply more than two times per crop 

Apply before sowing 

One application during the season tetore or 
at the time of sowing 

Last application 7 days befMre harvest 

SOURCE: Guide to Pri.Juction. Postharvest Management, Marketing, Pests and Diseases. 
Association of Exporters of Nontraditional Products 
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TABLE A-3. AGROCHEMICALS USED IN THE PRODUCTION OF NONTRADITIONAL 
CROPS IN GUATEMALA* 

CROP- i~~ ~ ARNC c ua0 ' N,
 
U A A I o A 

0 
A U U (1 R A 11 

- W 
B B' 1. 0 UAd A P B. AI P A I BR 

AO 0 A o r 1 A 0. E a W 7AR C S B T A I C. A IT U B A BP A C R N U D P B 0 M0 W A 0 A 0 I A " r I " M wIPRODUCT P B AN 0 L1 Uu 0 B PI A c a A ,L 
 I P . I
(GENERIC NAME) - . 9 I CA B1 ,1 0 U TL'I T Y I A I A S aC 0 N
 

duainon U U Udimcthoai¢ x Ux I x I . I x x x
 
Bac ul ihunnglcurgiflsUs I x . x 
 I I x I U x Ux U"Tc'-, I I x x x I xL A x x x I I x 
carbofunn 
 I x Umeh tmidophos x x x x x x U
mthoml x I x I U I U x 

It rhbilde 
cn:-londalapon x xU U U U xxU U
 
melihyl bromd e 


l l x1"Zijrop-bui U x x U x x I X,Inatincx UI I UI I 

x 
 x
 

%o0 Dmlrnifectani 

U
 

Indemorph U U x
mUrnch (Yk); I U x x U U x U U U x x U U U x
Irdemor-ph - mAnh xU 

U copper oIchlonde x x x U xU U x x U U U U 
artendAZ, I x x Ux x x x x I x x x x x x U x Uin cloZhnl U U X x x x U I U x x U x x U U U 
dIcmorph a atc U 

SOIIRCE: SUPERB 

T"l hst of Ihi mosl commonl, usCd Agr'hemical Isis 'mon informlion from national supply ,hvuuI And may not be complete. 
The crop, mArked aI th-,cnot ed in the pomoIonal hlIermureAccompanying the pfiluA(ti 

"Arc,1llon5 used for Imc crops: B|ruw!$ spr - }lruIU h sprouts; ornam plants - ornamcnta! planls. 
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APPENDIX III
 

CREDIT FROM THE AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT BANK
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TABLE A-4. CREDIT FROM THE AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT BANK (BANDESA) FOR 
CROP DIVERSIFICATION NATIONAL AND REGIONAL TOTALS 
(AMOUNTS IN QUETZALES*) 

Crop National Region Region Region Region RegionCategory 	 Year Total I IV V VI VII 

No. Amt No. Amt. No. AmL No. AmL No. AmL No. AmL 

Citrus 	 19S6 
1987 4 27(X) I I1X) 	 I 150M8) I(XX)19,88 11 11297) 2 114(W) 2 45(XX) 1 5076 	 2 8(X}) 

Deciduous 1986 2 I(88*1 2 I(XX)

Fruit 1987 3 95(X) 1 15X 
 1 5(X) 1 30(W)

1,)48 3 31WR 3 31WX0 

Plantain 	 1 1, 4 25278 2 89W) 1 11378 1 5txx)1987 7 295WN) 5 225W 2 700W198S 26 13836 16 87TX) 8 28460 2 2200) 

Vvgtrables IIN,; 40385 4 179() I 2485 4 2xXX)1Q87 481 IS)1453 187 492640 3 	 )4700 115 534753 107 4552XW 5 ,
3563W)19s8 793 3531t858 85 252021 7 31355 436 1545046 247 1162226 78 537710 

Floei% 	 198NI 
1Q87 24 137(q X) 
1, , 22 127X) 5(X8)

8 12 120745 1 3(XX.) II 9)745 

TOTAL 	 11, 15 75t,63 6 279(X1 2 89M) 	 1 11378 2 7485 4 2(X)X)1987 519 2()5053 1&S 494140 ', 2821 138 607353 	 112 4862(X) 59 3573W)19,88 S15 3,AW4P5 85 252021 26 16(855 452 I,83891 256 1195768 82 567710 

SOURCE: BANDESA (Statistical Section) 

'The average exchange rates o the Quetial to the U.S. Dollar in 1986, 19S7 and 198 were Q1.8750, QI.8750
 
and Q2.6196, respectivcly.
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TABLE A-5. VARIOUS DEVELOPMENT TRUSTS GRANTED BY THE AGRICULTURAL
 
DEVELOPMENT BANK (BANDESA) FOR CROP DIVERSIFICATION IN
 
1986-1988 - NATIONAL AND REGIONAL TOTALS (AMOUNTS IN QUETZALES*)
 

Crop National Rcgion Region Region Region Region 

Category Year Total I [V v vi viI 

No. AntL No. AmL No. AmL No. AmL No. AmL No. AmL 

1 600 2 7700 
1987 13 32730 7 168510 2 67(X) I I(XX) 2 3180 
19M' 101 42770 6 216WX1 1 8m) 2 7200 

Citrus 	 1986 14 35100 1 IN)() 5 8900 

Deciduous 1986 92 192106 59 122083 2 6151 12 242t(X 1 845 

Fruit 1987 87 168264 79 155564 7(X) 8 118") 200 
198.NS 99) 221944 95 20m24 4 12320 

Plantain 	 1,R6 2S"; 71387 25 (0,827 2(XX) I 6W0 
1987 36 12980') 27 9102o 4 41(W 2 260X) 
198.9 25 '1770 3 1I'm 15 77(X00 	 3 5000 1 2350 

Veg.tables 	 1986 1758 3360425 69)) 1112893 5 67.1 628 1159474 236 4,5310 166 558315 
1987 1370 3197564 4-60 861395 4 5394 594 '730872 213 411070 57 165353 

198 1125 4m ,1551 5 26947 451 847(66 133 361185 59 1991461175935 S6 

Fovers 	 198m 38 1460X1) 38 146(X) 
1987 29 13,051) 1 14(Y) 27 134150 1 2500 
1988 I1 396) II 396X)W 

TOTAL 	 1986 1930 3W05018 753 , 1116576 37 82607 678 1331674 2.19 467355 168 566015 

1987 1535 3",417 546 1018359 38 113964 631 1883522 218 416370 62 173383 

1988 1270 2772019 566 1072975 26 125547 465 898986 137 374185 62 208696 

SOURCE: BANDESA (Statstical Section) 

'The average exchange rates. of the Quctl to the U.S. Dollar in 1986, 1987 and 1988 were 
Q1.8750. Q1.8750 and Q2 6196. resp ct cl. 
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Population: 8.7 million 

Area: 	 108,889 Km2
 

(42,000 square miles)
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III IOCEAN 

22 

MEXICO 

6/ 7 VIII 21 / 20 

I 	 I ( 19 
r 

8 / 	 4--' HONDURAS
iO ''r 3 Ilk\ 	 18 
- •0-- --.""- 17 "
 

<2 ' , 1 - 18".. 
1 .37 

PACIFC3 	 J -15 IV >,( 16 

PACIFIC 14 EL SALVADOR 
OCEAN 

Departments 
1. Guatemala 7. Quiche 13. Retalhulcu 19. Zacapa
2. Sacatepcquez 8. 'San Marcos 14. Escuintla 20. Izabal 
3. Chimaltenango 9. T"tonicapin 15. Santa Rosa 21. Alta Vcrapaz
4. El Progreso 10. Quczaltenango 16. Jutiapa 22. Peten 
5. Baja 	Verapaz 11. Solo1, 17. Japala
6. Huchuctenango 12. Suchitcpcqucz 18. Chiquimula 

FIGURE 2. REGIONALIZATION PRIOR TO 1989 
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FIGURE 3. REGIONALIZATION SINCE 1989
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APPENi)IX IV 

GOVERNMENT CONTACTS FOR EXPORT FROM 
GUATEMALA TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

IN THE UNITED STATES 

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 

For general inquiries and to be directed to proper contact: 

Private Sector Rclations
 
Offlice of International Cooperation
 
and Development (OICD)
 

USDA
 
Washington. DC 20250-430(0
 

Telephone: (202) 653-7873
 
Telclax: (21_) 653-7724
 

Current Director: Dr. Theodore Freeman 

For requesting an import permit (f'rom a U.S. address only): 

Import Permit Unit
 
Animal and Plant ilealth Inspection Service (APHIS)
 
Plant Protection and Quarantine (PPQ)
 
USDA
 
6505 Belcrest Road
 
Hyattsville, MD 2(1782
 

Telephone: (301) 436-8447 

For importing meat products - the country situation: 

Food Sa!ffty Inspection Service (FSIS)
 
Director
 
International Programs Division
 
USDA/FSIS/I P
 
Washington, DC 20250
 

Telephone: (202) 447-6933 

Current Director: Dr. Larry Skinner 
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Food S ifety Inspection Service
 
Director
 
Import Inspection Division
 
USDA 
Washington, DC 20250 

Telephone: (202) 447-2952 

Current Director: Mr. Mark Manis 

H1calth and Ilurnan Serices 

For processed foods or pesticide and additive regulations: 

Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
International Affairs Staff 
Americas Desk Officer 
Room 11-45 
56W0 Fishers Lane
 
Rockville, ML 20857
 

Telephone: (301()443-4481 

Current Desk Officer: Max Castillo 

Deparui ent of ('o III(.cerlhl )( )( 

U.S. Department of Commerce
 
International Trade Administration
 
U.S. and Foreign Commercial Service 
The CBI Center 
P%,om 11-3203 
Washington, DC 20230 

Telephone: (202) 377-0703 
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Treasury Department 

Commissioner of Customers 
U.S. Customs Service
 
Washington, DC 20229
 

Telephone: (202) 566-8195
 

Guatemalan Representatives in the U.S.: 

Embassy of Guatemala 
2220 R Strcet, NW 
Washington, DC 20008 

Telephone: 	 (202) 745-4952 

Current contact on CBI or agricultural issues: 
Lic. Jos6 Orive 
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IN GUATEMALA OR THE REGION
 

U.S. Depariment of Agriculture (USDA) 

Agricultural Attach6 
U.S. Embassy 
Avenida Rcforma 7-01, zona 10
 
Guatemala City, Guatemala
 

Current Ag Att: John Jacobs 
Assistant Ag Att: Chad Russell 

From the U.S.: 

U.S. Embassy Guatemala
 
APO Miami 34024
 

Telcphonc: (502-2) 31-1541, ext 1X), 301, 302 

Area Director 
Animal and Plant I lealth Inspection 
Service/Intcrnational Services (API lIS/IS) 
U.S. EImbassy
 
Avcnida Rclornia 7-01, zona 10
 
Guatemala City, GuCatmaa
 

Telephone: (5(2-2) 31-1541 ext. 313, or 31-3186 

Current Area Director: Marshall Kirby 

Assistant Area Director: Nicholas Gutierrez 

- (or qucesltions l'rom Guatcmalans 

Chiel" of Export Plants 
DIGESEPE
 
Ministry of Agriculture 

Current contact: Dr. Ernesto Yurritta G. 
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U.S. & Foreign Commercial Service 
U.S. Embassy 
Avenida Rclorma 7-01, zona 10 
Guatemala City, Guatemala 

Current Commercial Attachd: Chuck Ford 

From the U.S.: 

U.S. Embassy Guatemala 
APO Miami 34024 

Telephone: (502-2) 31-1541 
Telefax: (502-2) 31-7373 

U.S. Agency for Internatiomal Devcloppmcnt (U.S. AID) 

For inquiries specific to AID projects: 

Rural Devclopmcnt Office 
or 

Private Sector Office 
Avenida Reforma 7-01, zona 10 
Guatemala City, Guatemala 

Telephone: (502-2) 31-1541 or 32-2431 
Telefax: (502-2) 31-1130 
Telex: 3110 USAID GU 

For inquiries specific to the promotion project under the Regional Office of Central American 
Programs (ROCAP): 

PROEXAG 
Edificio Marbella, 3rd floor 
Office 1 
16 Calle 4-53, zona 10 
Guatemala City, Guatemala 

Team Leadtr: John Lamb 
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From the U.S.: 

ROCAP/U.S.AID
 
APO Miami 34024
 

Telephone: (502-2) 37-3001 or 37-3002
 
Telcfax: (502-2) 37-1961
 
Telex: 5705 IDSSA GU
 

Attention: Rick Clark 

Note: The U.S. Embassy in Guatemala is closed on U.S. and Guatemalan holidays. Guatemalan 
holidays include New Year's, Holy Thursday and Good Friday, Labor Day (May 1), Army Day 
(Junc 30), Feast of Assumption (August 15), Indcpcndence Day (September 15 throughout Central 
America), Rcvolution Day (October 20), All Saints Day (November 1), and Christmas. 
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APPENI)IX V 

PRIVATE SECTOR CONTACTS FOR NONTRADITIONAL 
AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS FROM GUATEMALA 

Gremial de Exportadorcs de Productos No-tradicionales 
(Nontraditional Export Guild) 

Edificio Cimara de Industria, 6th level 
Ruta 6, 9-21 zona 4 
Guatemala City, Guatemala 

Telephone: (502-2) 34-6872, 31-8525, 31-5947 
Tclefax: (502-2) 32-359(0 

Cairnara lmprcsarial (IC (I uatcmal - CAEM 
(The -nricrprisc Chambcr of Gnateniala) 

Edificio Cimara dc Industria, 8th level 
Ruta 6, 9-21 zona 4 
Guatemala City, Guatemala 
Telephone: (502-2) 31-6513, 34-6878 to 34-6880 
Telcfax: (502-2) 32-359 

Contact: 	 Ing. Guillermo Rodriguez
 
Coordinator of Foreign Trade
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