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GErTAL ULCERS IN WOMEN 

Sm,-An anciaton between mital ucers ad HIViZfectim 
has be rworted for honmalua mma,' heroscunl mmi? ad 

wiarnn^A'Iehigh prevaln ofgantwisal ukers is thought obeme 
suaw for the snte berotuaml spread of HIV mAfra' 'us, 
the prevunian o ulcers may reduce the risk ad slow the sual 

usniss ofthevirus.Theres bofasurvyagmitalukcrin 
wxnc ar shown in the table. We asked dinias fmir tnu w 
make a dincal diagois a 100 amsecutiv pnoat. 

Axa clinc forswully unmire dca (STD)the 
highest prevalence was to B adash (29%); athe 29 eiWa 

alas, 24 were syphibs, 4 were dmesaid, ad I was frn 
aradling Clambis had a prevalnce of25% (30 caused by Yest, 

PREVALENCOF GENTTAL ULER IN WOMEN BY COUNTRY AND 
clINIclTVPE 
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9 by herpes, 5 cbaid, I frin assactmg, 1flicuitis). The two 
main cases of ui in Sri Links were herpes and syphihs, while in 

Zibabwe danroid and herpes dommad. In Keya 10 of 13 
ulers were chanicoid and 3 were frcen syphilis whereas in 
Thailmd, Pamna, ad USA the ledmg ause ofulcs was herpes 
with no syphihs Or checsd The urs scan i the prensa clinc 

iInneawecaueb yew ifectiocs,andmt ulcers cn m 
the US ynawuecOlgical chnic were herpedic. Ucrs ac the atenal 

2mba a ted for 75% of the ukrs. 92% ofberpes, 92% of 
. Ichancruid,ad 78% ofsyphibs came; had = auenal ukar 

If the rapid spread of HIV m sorne arms is in part attibuble to 
the high prevalence of gmital ucers, thae fidinp sumgest that 

may amas ofthe worlda suscpble torapid spread once HIV n 
inueduced Smaer mrasin r urvy haves a low prevaiance of 
HIV but ahigh prevaln of Smigal ukr Such maries shold 

cder a progrEmm to prevat genialulcer before HIV 
becus prevalat Thi suvey also sows tat we need more 
informaom a de prevalnc ad anolof Mgmial Ulcers. 
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