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A

Report to the IRRI Board of Trustees
on the Political Problems in the Host Country

It all began on August 26, 1987, when
Mr. Emerlito S. Borromeo, an ,IRRI research assistant,
Plant Pathology Department, dgave a seminar on the
genetics of virulence of the rice blast fungus based on
findings in actual experiments made at IRRI. In a few
days, UPLB professors reacted by pointing out the-dangers
of such an experiment.

Although IRRI scientists assured UPLB professors
that necessary precautions were taken to prevent any
escape of virulent strains of the rice blast to the
surrounding rice fields, the concerns of the science
community outside IRRI mounted. To appease the UPLB
professors and administrators, Dr. M.S. Swaminathan, who
was then the TJTRRI Director General, stopped the
experiments on the rice blast on September 10, 1987.

On October 12, UPLB and IRRI signed a Memorandum of
Agreement which set wup an IRRI-UPLB Committee on
Biosafety (see Annex A)

On October 15, 1987, the Department of Agriculture,
UPLB, and IRRI macde a Jjoint statement on "High Risk"
Research in Rice (see Annex B). The 3joint stacement
explained why research on the genetics of rice blast
fungus was necessary, why importation of the rice blast
fungus from the USA had to be made, and what
precautionary measures were taken by the IRRI scientists.
The joint statement emphasized the need -to solve some
difficult rice production problems through the
application of modern research tools without risks. The
setting up of a National Committee on Safety in
Biological Researches was strongly suggested.

Despite the decision of the IRRI Director General to
stop the IRRI rice blast fungus experiments on
September 10, 1987, a chain of events followed:

o October 13, 1987 - The Manila Standard carried
a news item: "Laurel wants probe on IRRI



researches". Senator Sotero Laurel made
reference to the alleged "high risk" research

at IRRI.

o} Late in October, 1287 - House Resolution
No. 416 was approved, creating a Congressional
Committee to look into the "high risk

researches" of IRRI.

o November 24, 1987 - The 1st Congressional
hearing was held, but this was cut short due to
other engagements . of the Chairman,

Bon. Congressman Ramon iegaspi.

o On January 23, 1988 - The first Senate hearing
was held. Again, Dean D.A. Ramirez and Dean
R.L. Villareal represented UPLB.
Dr. Ruben Aspiras and Dr. Oscar Zamora were
also present, not necessarily as UPLB
representatives. Prof. Birosel, as expected,
did not fail to attend. F.A. Bernardc
represented the IRRI Director General. The

discussion on "high risk" research was similar
to that in the Congressional hearing.

o February 23, 1987 - The 2nd Congressional
hezring was conducted. As in the first
bearing, Dr. F.A. Bernardo represented IRRI.
This time he was accompanied by Drs. T.W. Mew,

E. Leung, T.R. Hargrove, B.M. Shepard,
B.5. Vergara, and Atty. 2.Q. Pizarro. Pean D.A.
Ramirez (Graduate School) and Dean R.L.

Villareal (College of Agriculture) represented
UPLB. ~ Dr. Ruben Aspiras (UPLB professor) ang
Prof. .Roger Cuaresma Birosel were behind
Rep. G. Andolana on the offensive. Annex C is
a paper written by Birosel on the subject of
high“risk research at IRRI.

The main allegations of IRRI’‘s critics were:

1) IRRI’s import permit from BPI Quarantine
was for tType culture, not hybridization
experiments;

2). IRRI did not reguest permission from any

government agency to do such high risk
research; and .



3)

Facts:

3)

2 fter

IRRI institutionalized its influence on
the national Trice industry through
membership in the government seed board.

The BPI Plant Quarantine Service issued a
permit to IRRI t6 import the strains of
the rice blast fungus from the USA. The
purpose stated in the import permit was
"for laboratory experiment”.

So far, there is no existing government
policy requiring IRRI to request from any
government agency permission to conduct
any so-called high risk research.
Therefore, how could IRRI be expected to
Secure government approval?

The IRRI Director General is only one of
the over one dozen members of the
Philippine Seed Board. Moreover, the
Philippine Seed Board only acts on
recommendations made by the rice technical
committee composed of scientists from the
Department of Agriculture experiment
stations, UPLB and other state colleges
and universities, PCARRD, and IRRI.

. the public hearing, the Congressional

Committee ‘made Committee Report No. 137 drawing its
conclusions and recommendations (see Annex D).

The Congressional Committee requested IRRI to

1)

2)

Monitor &rice Dblast disease incidence
around the Institute (see Annex E for +he

“report of Dr. T.W. Mew, Head, Department

of Plant Pathology, indicating no
incidence of rice blast within and outside
the IRRI farm).

Show evidence that similar experiments are
not banned in the USA and other countries
(see Annex F for F.A. Bernardo’s report

showing published and unpublished
scientific papers based on rice blast
experiments done in the USa, France,

Japan, and Korea).

[
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In February 1988 - Senators Linaz, Jr., Aguino,
and Estrade authored two Senate Resclutions as
follows:

Senate Resolution No. 104
"Creating an ad hoc committee to
conduct a review of thes programs

and policies = of the
International Rice Research
Institute, its Charter and

Presidential Decree No. 1620"
(see Annex G), and

Sencte Resolution No. 105
"Directing the Senate to create
an ad hoc committee to formulate
guidelines on foreign-funded
research activities in all
~disciplines" (see 2Annex H).

Also in February 1988 - Senators Laurel,
Aguino, and Lina introduced a Senate Bill
"Creating the National Biosafety Board and
defining its scope, functions and power" (see
Annex I).

On August 30, 1988 - The second Senate hearing
was held with about the same participants,
except that Dean Ramirez and Dean Villareal

were not present, and F.A. Bernardo was
accompanied by Dr. Leo Gonzalez,
Dr. Fernando Carino, Dr. Paul S. Teng, and
tty. Z.Q. Pizarro. Mesers. Constantino and

R. Modina represented certain NGOs.

The hearing revolved around IRRI’s "high-
input technologies" and P.D. 1620.
Mr. Modina’s paper (see Annex J) states:

"It 1is i1mmoral to grant

protection and immunitcy to
foreign scientists who conduct
experiments that may pose
dangers to our agricultural
ecology and its human
popusation. The - immunity to

IRRI as provided for in PD 1620
violates and makes a mockery of
the sovereignty of the Republic



of the Philippines comparable to
the issue of the U.S. bases here
in the country."

"IRRI does not serve the
interest of the Filipinos. It
served the interest of
Mr. Marcos before,” when the IRRI
technology was hastily
propagated in the country. It
also serves the interests of
MNCs whose products are reguired
as input of the HYVs they
promote nationwide."

Mr. Constantino joined the hassle by
pointing out that Dr. Nyle Brady, in an
interview which was ©published in Economic
Impact, stated:

"There 's a Xey role for the
United States to play, a role that in
the 1long rmun will be to our
advantage. This is one aspect that I
think is sometimes forgotten. Those
countries that we assisted in
developing their agricultural sectors
10, 15 or 20 years ago are now
countries  that are buying our
agricultural products, and they will
continue to buy our agricultural and
other products."

IRRI prepared a position paper, copies of
which were distributed (see Annex K).
Dr. Carino explained IRRI’s activities with the
Deparitment of Agriculture in promoting IPM and
Dr. Gonzalez explained the importance of
government policies on prices of inputs,
particularly fertilizer.

Dr. Aspiras pointed out that the immunity
granted to IRRI by P.D. 1t20 is too broad angd
could be abused. He referred to a section of
P.D. 1620 which states:

"The Institute shall enjoy
immunity from any penal, civil and
administrative proceedings, except



insofar as that dimmunity has been
expressedly waived by +the Director
General of the Institute or his
authorized representatives."

Mr. Constantino said that the Director
General appears to be more powerful than the
Supreme Court.

Atty. Pizarrc assured the Senate Committee
that in IRRI’‘s many years of existence since
P.D. 1620 was approved in 1979, the Institute
has never abused its immunity. The immunity is
meant to serve the interest of the Institute
and not intended for the personal benefit of
the officials. 2rticle 10 of P.D. 1620 states:

"The privileges and immunities
provided for this decree are not
intended for the personal benefit of
the officials of the Institute. They
are accorded solely in order to
ensure in all circumstances the free
operation of the Institute and <the
complete freedom of its officials."

Senator Butz Aguino, Chairman of the
Senate Committee on Science and Technology, who
presided over the hearing, gave the IRRI
representatives ample time to present ' IRRI's
side.

While IRRI representatives scored points and made a
strong defense, the Institute is obviously in the "thick
and thin" of a propaganda warfare. Our critics made
sweeping allegations and conclusions based on half-truths
and statements™ quoted out of context (such as that of
Dr. Brady'’s statément). The general public who does not
know any better believes the allegations. Even UPLB
professors and students are now believing that IRRI'’s
rice technology has not benefited the’ small farmels znd
not a few think that IRRI's status in the Philippines,
like the U.S. bases, should be reconsidered.

Recommendations

1. Through 2il the years, IRRI has played a low
profile. It should step up 1its public



information drive as it has been doing recently
to keep the public better informed about its
research activities.

IRRI's defense should begin at the home front.
The internationally and nationally recruited
scientists and the administrative and support
staif who have worked "at IRRI for many years
know that IRRI has been breeding varieties with
a wide spectrum of resistance to insect pests
and diseases and has been promoting IPM which
does not serve the  iJnterests of chemical
companies. IRRT staff should be organized to
defend IRRI against the vilification made by
its critics.

The information campaign should target the Los
Banos science community just +to make sure UPLB,
FORI, PCARRD, etc. are well informed about
IRRI’s research activities which promote less
dependence on chemical pesticides and
encourages <the wuse of bLiofertilizers as a
substitute to commercial inorganic fertilizer.

We should seek +the help of professional
organizations, - farmers’ associations, rice
consumers, and other advocacy groups who
believe in the IRRI cause to express their
support in writing so that we may have a broad
spectrum of defense.

The semidwarf modern rice varieties are
not an exclusive IRRI technology. UPLB and BPI
have its own modern rice varieties. An attack
against- IRRI technology is also an attack
against UPLB and BPI varieties. The Los Bafos
science community should therefore be
mobilized.

A documentation of all the allegations of
IRRI’s critics and the corresponding facts
should be published in” a booklet and
disseminated. The DG has assigned this to CPM
(see Annex L for the first draft).

If the Senate and House Committees on Science
and Technology wish to amend P.D. 1620 just to
make the IRRI immunity provisions more specific
and eliminate any fear -- however unfounded --
that this could be abused bv IRRI, we should
extend our cooperation. Should revisions be



necessary, all efferts must be made to ensure
that +the immunities and privileges given to
IRRI are no less than those are normally given
to international development agencies like FAO
and UNDP.

The Charters of CIAT, ISNAR and other
international centers uhder the CGIAR have more
specific immunity provisions which could be
used as models (Annex M).



Annex A
Memorandum between

The International Rice Research Institute (IRRI)
and

The University of the Philippines at Los Banos (UPLB)

Subject: Setting up of an IRRI-UPLB Committee on Biosafety

Modern biotechnology research i§‘pgoviding_powerful analytical and
experimental tools which, if used carefully, would help in improving the
productivity, profitability, stability, and sustainatility of major
farming systems. Some research approaches may however involve risks and
hence there is need for caution both in the selection of research areas
and experimental procedures. In order to ensure that the maximum
possible benefit is derived from new research tools without risks, IRRI
and UPLB have decided to set up a Joint Committee on Biosafety with the
following terms of reference:

1. To review propoééis ;ubqitged by IRRI and YPLB scieutists for
initiating experiments which require special safety arrangements
and recommend either approval or rejection by the head of the
institution;

2. To provide guidelines for experimental protocols in cases
where a proposed experiment 1s considered to be potentially
beneficial;

3. To keep in touch with the blosafety regulations in force in
developed countries in order to formulate and introduce
appropriate guidelines for bilotechnology research in IRRI and
UPLB;

4, To serve as a clearing house of information on experimental

procedures involving recombinant DNA technology; and



10

5, To review frem time to time ongoing experiments in
biotechnology, particularly those involving fungal, bacterial
and viral pathogens, insect pests and recombinant DNA to

ensure that the highest standards of safety are maintained.

The composition of the IRRI-UPLB Biosafety Committee will be as
follows:
Chairperson: Dr. Dolores A. Ramirez, Dean, Graduate School,'UPLB

Members: Dr. Emiliano Gianzon, Director, Bureau of Plant
Industry

Dr. William Padolina, Director, BIOTECH
. Dr. Oscar Opina, Chairman, Plant Bathology,'UPLB
Dr. Belen R, Rejesus, Head, Entomology, UPLB

Dr. Bonifacio T. Mercado, Directqr, Institute of
Biological Sciences, UPLB

Dr. Reynaldo E. de la Cruz, Forestry
Dr. Fernando Sanchez, Director, NCPC, UPLB
Dr. Saturnina Halos, UP Diliman/BIOTECH
' Dr. F. A, Bernardo; Deputy Director Generél, IRRI
Dr.?M{_D. Pathak, Director for Reseazrch & Training, IRRI
Dr. G. S. Khush, Head, Plant Breeding, IRRI
Dr. B. M. Shepard, Head, Entomology, IRRT
Dr. P. S. Teng, Patholog& Department, IRRI
Convenor: Dr. T. W. Mew, Head, Pathology, IRRI
We request all concerned terxtend full cooperation to the
committee in the discharge of its functions.
DY VNN /(cJ/tCL
M. S. Swaminathan ;/( Raul P./ De Guzman '
Diractor General, IRRI Chancellor, UPLB

1> odden, [qg9 v B 198
/

date date
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Annex B

JOINT STATEMENT
OF |
THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE,
THE UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILTPPINES AT LOS BANOS
AND
THE INTERNATIONAL RICE RESEARCH INSTITUTE
ON "HIGH RISK" RESEARCH IN RICE
OCTOBER 15, 1987

The Department of Agriculture (DA)
of the Philippine Government,
The University of the Philippines at Los Banos (UPLB) and

The International Rice Research Institute (IRRI),

Being long-iime partners in rice research and training
projects in order to increase rice production, ensure the
environmental safety, and sustain the productivity of rice
farming communities in the Philippines, and aware that there
has been much publicity aﬂoﬁt. glleged "high risk" rice
research at IRRI, - ' hereby issue this joint statement’ to
help e&plaiﬂ. th;i‘facts related to‘ the‘ research on the

genetics of the rice blast fungus.

1. The question of£en raised 1is, "Is the research on
the genetics of rice blast yirulence necessary?"
Rice blast is a major disease of rice in rainfed
upland areas. It can also be destructive in
irrigated rice fields, most‘specially when there

is widespread drought. Although many of the hjeh-



vyielding varieties now are resistant to the rice
blast, the blast fungus is extremely variable and
able to mutate to render the resistant varieties
susceptible after only a few vyears in farmers’
fields. Obviously, we must undertake studies
aimed at making blast resittance more durable in
recommended rice varieties. This necessitates
research not only on the genes for blast
resistance in the rice plant, but also research on
the genetics of the rice blast fungus itself. A
better undergtanding of how virulence is inherited

would help in breeding for more durable resistance

in rice. - Similar research has been underway in
Japan, Korea and China -- all rice-growing
countries -- for several vears, a fact which only

highlights the importance of increasing the
knowledge base on the behavior of the rice blast

fungus.

The research required importation of certain
strains of rice blast fungus from the USA. These
are rice biast isolates which are fertile, pure,

and with genetic markers (isozymes) which are

products of over ten years of research in the

‘niversity of Wisconsin. For each importation,

[RRI applied 'for jmpoft‘ permits from the

12



Quarantine Service of the DA Bureau of Plant
Industry. The Quarantine Service personnel
appreciated the importance of the importation in
conducting genetic studies and 1issued Import
Permits specifying the necessary post-entry
guarantine requirements..., We believe that the
Quarantine Service has been doing ite job
competently in spite of limited resources for

post-entry quarantine follow-up activities.

How risk& .is the experiment on the rice blast
fungus? IRRI scientists are aware of the risks
involved and have taken all the necessary
precautions both in the laboratory and in the
greenhouse mist chamber to prevent the spread of
the fungus. The .gbiéntists never allowed the
fungus to produce spores in the mist chamber,
beiné fuil&'aware that this is the dangerous stage
of the fungus. After three days in the mizt
chamber, inoculated seedlings were uprooted and

sterilized in an autoclave at 30 psi for 30

. minutes. Such preéautions are normally adequate

to prevent the accidental escape of the fungus to

the field.
But in science, the question is always, "How
safe is safe?" We firmly believe that it 1is

better to err on the safe side, and in deference

13



to the allegations that the risk is high, we deem
it better to discontinue this expefiment until the
experimental protocol and facilities have been
reviewed, or until the advisability of undertaking
such experiment is finallyv resolved with the help
of leading Philippine:" and international

scientists. IRRI, in fact, discontinued the

experiments in early September this year.

We believe.that modern biotechnologylresearch is
providing powerful analytical and experimental
tools which, if Qsed carefully, would help in
improving the productivity, stability and
sustainability of agricultural industries. We
admit that some resegrch approaches may involve
risks and hence there is a need for caution both
in the - selection' of research areas and
éxpevimentali;rocedures. In order to ensure that
the maximum possible benefit is derived from new
research tools without risks, we feel the need to
set wup a National Committee on Safety in

Biological Researches using the . UPLB-IRRI

Biosafety Committee ‘'as the. nucleus, . The

membership should include representatives of

PCARRD/DOST, the Department of Health, the Bureau

14



of Animal Industry, State Colleges and
Universities, and semi-autonomous commodity

research institutes.

The National Committee on Safety in
Biolgoical Researches should, among other things.

do the following:

a. Formulate and recommend to proper
authorities appropriate national policies
and -guidelines for biotechnology research

not only in IRRI and UPLB but also in

other public and private research
agencies.,
b. Review research project proposals which

require special safety arrangements and

recommend either approval or rejection by

proper authorities. |
We believe that it is also necesary to have a
Biosafety Monitoring Committee to be headed hy
the Chief. of the BPI Quarantine Service with
assistance from léadidg_ scientists 6f the
country. The Big$aféty Monitoring Committee
should reyiew from time to time ongoing
experiments in biotechnology, particularly

those involving fungal, bacterial, and viral



pathogens, insect pests,  and recombinant DNA
to ensure that the highest standards uf safety
are maintained. Adequate support for the
operations of the Biosafety Monitoring

Committee is necessary.

6. We believe ‘that the sole pﬁfpose of the rice
research program undertaken Jjointly or
individually by IRRI, UPLB, and DA is to
assist the rice farmers of the'Philippines.
We hbpe to.continue_ou; cpllabofdtion to make
sure modern and ﬁéwerfgl analytical tools and
experimental techﬁiques couid be used by our
scientists under controlled cbﬁditions without

vrisk to the rice producers.

()-8 Rooniatkon /4 ﬁj’

Dr. M.S. Swaminathan Dr. Raul de Guzman

Director General Chancellor

The International Rice University of the
Research Institute Philippines at Los Banos

Caggi; G.

Secretar
Department of Agriculture




IRRI HIGH RISK RICE BLAST FUNGUS RESEARCE: 4 CRI

by: Prof. Roger Cusresma Birosel
Locel Initietives in Science and

It is axiomatic that the centers af plant diversity are also-the center
of disease and pest diversity for the same plants. International agtlcultu_al
research centers - Iike the International Rice Research. Institute (IRRI) at
UP Los Bafos, (UPLB), Laguna - often wit tingly or unwittingly find themselves
becoming the servants of Trans Kational Corporation (TIiCsz) and of foreign
governnments.

g injury to insult, Filirino scientists' angd technicians-

_ héZin k. doinz hizh
~isk resee.sch at IRRI - wittingzly or unwittingz gly - elso {ind themselves causing
hera ani potentiel to our nation, farmers, and lfarming industry.

The IRRI rice blest [ungus research is the lstest example of this high
. 7

IRRI Rele in Green and Gene Revolutions

Since 1950, IRRI participsted in the Green Revolution of miracle sceds.
Since et least 1983, IRRI hes been 1nvolvalin the Gene Revolution of biotechnology:
genetlic engineering, iissue culiure, enzyme t chnology and bioenzineered fermen-

- + 9
L& Ll0on.

The miracle seed or high yield varieties (H¥Vs) of rice thai 'IRRI dey veloped

were designed to require hlgn cost, high technologzy inpuis 1like pesticices.

l

..

=3

ne 1rula 478 worldwide market for pesticide TNCs, 1like Du Ponit, was the high
vield befefit produced by IRRI HYVs.

Rowever, the high yis=ld herm produced by IERI FIVs are the very pessticzidas
thet: (1) destroyed netural enemies of plant pests end pathozens; (2) evolvei
new sirsins of haraful organisms resistant %o the same pesticides; (3) kiiled
enioals (including people): . (Z) polluied rivers, s=as end land; (35) 1e7i “rases
of czncer-causing (:arc:nogewi:) and mLuau‘on—causin; : : mesticiies
on crops and in natural food chzins including eguaculture products like fizh.

ISRI is directly reésponsible for tbe

hizh yizld benefit of pesticide market
y &nd the high yield hera to the envir onment, enizals ano other t
3 of the world including the ?hillapln S.

The Cene Fevolution wes initiated by the worldwiie 1972 o0:1 criziz, anid
wwo colincidjental evenis in the zdvanc2s count-ias - ecolorizal noveaent azzisnt
chexiza 1 : cvalution
of gene! spli:gﬁ
by enz; sz2w tho
hizh yi cuntrsl
nerewvi ith naw
Siostes nhed
Zilegcovar: tiez

nd pakl 1ivs
’
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Or even abroad like Monsanto's $23.5M to Washington University,
Hoechst's $20M to 18 universities and public institutions, ang
probably DuPont's contributiongto IRRI.

In most contracts, the TNC has the right to firss look at
laboratory results and can delay publication until patent possi-
bilities ane investigated. No research can be done unless the

TNC gives permission so that essentially every 'lab pPersonnel becomes

a servant of that TNC.

Substantial erosion of academic freecom ang democratic set
priorities for national research ancd therefore of the proper deve-

lopment of international and national sciernce results as has happened

=

-1 the recent IRRI high risk research, (see Table 1 Biotechnology
TNCs Increase Control Over Food Production). '

The potential high yield benefits of high risk research con:-
ractec in institutions worldwide, 1like IRRI, for the Gene Revo-
lution is a predicted $10-158 in the US alone, and $30B worldwide
sales for TNCs biotech products in - " human health
care anc agriculture.

In the US, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) ang the
Department of Agriculture, upon the complaints of non-governmentezl
Oorcanization (NGOs), have banneg testing ang marketine of biotech
microbe products. No environmental test of such biotech microbes
has taken place lecallv.

e e e e ——————_——_—— T e e e et e e e sre s s e

in short, high risk research like IRRI's rice blast fungus
search hes been banned in advanced countries like the US because
he controversizl guestion whether gene-altered microbes can
ad their genetic material to other organisms, in soil ang
Ty in which theyv may create unintended and po tentially dance-
effects. 2s the Green Revelution pesticides have
rains of. harmful organisms resistant to the same
n
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e-altered microbes inclucding hybrié microbes as

I's blast fungus research, can cause destructive

Qe short term, ang evolutionary Cisasters, in the
the biolociczl inter-relationships in the micro-

T yet fully understood, the risks could te
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sk research cnly hecause of Fre-
- at UPLE, Ateneo, Lz Szlle ang
Maryknoll - ang by sci NGOs like the HNat:onal Committee for
Conservation, Protection Development of Genetic Pesources
(NCCPDGR), which in turn is an alliance of membher NGOs: LISsT,
SIEAT, FRC, ACES ang MSF.

IRk
ir

Ssure Iron non-IRR

o]

The story of how IRRI startec, conducted and stesred its hicgh
risk research on rice blzst -uncus has implications for legisla-
tive andé aéministrative reicrme in the following areas Guarantine;
review of IRRI ané its PD 1620 charter of immunity; newly-
establisheq Elo-Safety Conmittee (IRRI and UFLE only), ané IRRI
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Seed HealthUnit; national guideline$ for research ané development
(R & D) done in private and public, foreign and local institutions;
conservation, protection and development of our national patrimony
pf genetic resources.

Rice Blast Fungus

Fungi is a microbe that includes the familiar bread mold that
we do not eat, and the non-poisonous mushrooms that we do eat. Fungi
have caused diseases of food crops and hunger or monetary loss since
‘the dawn of ‘agriculture. There are numerous passages in the EBible
referring to blasts, mildews and blights which often led to famine.
AS an example, "If there be in the 1and famine, there be pestilence.,
blasting, mildew, locust,......." (I Kings 8:36,37,39).

Plant diseace epidemics may still wipe out an entire crop if
concditions favorable for disease develop. The yield of cereal crops,
like rice, may bekeduced hﬁ 80% during e single epidemic. In an
advancecd country, where agriculture is diversified, the economy
sound, and the government well-budgeted, such an epidemic may not

result in starvation. But even lesser epidemics would spell star-
vation and disaster for an underdeveloped country like the Philippines
an

Although sudcéen loss of an entire crop from,epidemic may cause
a serious threat, the majority of losses result from small out-
breaks of disease which often occur with greater recularity. Those
-losses-~are-due -to-consistent-reduction .in crop yield and the e¥pense
of control measures as a regular agricultural practice, which can’
be ill-azfforded in undercdeveloped countries, like “he Philippines.

However, such control mezsures are expensive to applv and often
ineffective, especially in the midst cf an epidemic. The idezl
mode. 0of control is to plant crops that are resistant o the disease.
Anc to exclude, through cuarantine, eniry or transfer of non-
resistant seecs or plants, prlants and seeds that bear the pathogen,
cr the patchogen itself, for example, fungus spores, frcm foreign
sources or other infested regions c% the country.

Currentl
hes been intr
virulent and

Pesticides an

by IRRI when they imported foreicn, hichly
hroditic rice blast fungus strair.s from DuPont
the University of Wisconsin for its hich risk research.

Q, 7 0O*'<

IRRI Rice Blast Research: Lack of National Relevence, Social Respon-
sibility and Scientafic Valacirty

The Philippines has 200 native strains of ricc bleas
They are all of one matinc tyce - male macho. This mean
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‘these native strains, like all other tropical fungus traces,
reproduce asexually by forming gsexual spores, and parasexually
by exchange of chromosomal material between two adjacent vegetative
cells that fuse. The native varieties of rice blast fungus have
low fertility, low sporulation, and low virulence against a rice
plant host.

."Research and experience indicate that the fungus generates
variation by awosexual means.’ The sexual stage of the fungus has
never been found in nature. Even under lab conditions, the sexual
stage cannot be reliably produced. Thus, sexual recombination as .
.a_potential .mechanism .to.generate variztion is unlikely. . (IRRI
September 1987 Press Release).

In 1983, IRRI reportedly did high risk research using native
strains. In 1986, IRRI inported highly virulent strains that are
hermaphroditic. This means that %he hermephroditic, rice blast
fungus - containing both mzle and female organs - can reproduce
sexually with any exclusively male or femzle mating type strain -
native or ZIoreign, and with itself. '

Do

'Sexual hybridization of the blast fungus ... are being done
in several rice-growing countries, including Japan, Korea and
Taiwan ... whose environment are much more conducive to blast
development than that in the Philippines". (IRRI Press Release
September 1987).

Then why did not IRRI leave the high risk sexual hybridization

T research to the countriés That hive thé Tice biast problem and " -
are zlready doing such hybrid research? Conversely, why dié IRRI

start high risk balst fungus research when the Philippines QQEE_ESE

have & blast prcblem and such .research are alreacdy being done 1in %;
countries that do have blast problems? ‘e
. b

"em £ ' - N - Y /“‘Lc‘
The fungus parasitizes over 50 genera of grasses ... It is JR

generally-accented, however, that the fungus possesses a capacity [hd

to generate new varients at a freguency higher than usuel fcr

spontanecus mutation, and which is high enough to pose a problen

for breecing for blast resistance and disease manacement."

(Borromeo et.al.” IRRI Seminar).

With this basic preblem, then why is IRRI doing high risk :
research on the genetics of rice blast fungus even thouch"... .
knowing the causes of pathogen viriation may enable uvs to tailo:
our breeding methocds and cisease mznagement tactics to develop more

id.).

lastinc solutiens to the problem." (Borromen, ibi
L ne progress on cgenetic analysis of non-rice infecting
t advance has been macde in the anelysis of speci-

e varirzies." (Boehtomeo, 1ibig).

"Despit
isolates, ‘11
ficity on
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Then why did not IRRI further develop the well-known genetic

systems of non-rice balst fungus that infects grass, which is
obviously & non-economic crop? Why did IRRI insist on doing high
risk IESEchh w1th forelqn rice blast funagus in this country where
rice blas is not a prob~
lem, and where rice is a major economic crop and a major staple foodi

"Fertility barrier between rice- 1n;ect1ng strains, non-patho-
genecity- and/l% ertility of rice infecting streains, and non-patho-
geneticity and/or infertility of rice-infecting and non-rice infec-
ting strains seemed to be the major constraints. We report here
some 0f the progress in our efforts to transcend H¢se constraints
... in rice blast fungus." (Borromeo, ibid). '

Es IRRI has transcenaded the 1n*e;111;y and non- pathogenecity l
barriers, so dié¢ IRR1 transcend our quarantlne regulations, 1986 T,

-

Constitution and Iaws, and in principlé, transcended our national Tl
sovereicﬂuy security and hospiteality when IRRI established the . =
nitherto unknown but now present and clear danger of high Vlrulence,J
high fer 1115\, and good sporulation sexual hybrids of rice blast ‘
fungus{ the Eigh-Risx Fungus Varietiss (HFVs) e

IRRI Hich Rish Research: EYVs

" The blast disease’'reaction or infection expressed by the
infectecd host plant depends on the host's genes for resistance
or susceptibility, and the Iuncus pathogen's genes for virulence
(high ua_nocenep;ty) or gvirulence (low pathogenecity).

Table 2: Rice Blast Fungus Infection shows that of the four
possible genetic combinations, only one combination gives low
infection when the pathogen's avirulent genes cannot mullify
the host'$s resistance genes. High infection results from the
other three combpinations of fungus: plant cgene- avirulence:
susceptibility, virvlence: susceptibility, and virulence: resistanct

The viruvlence genes in the fu
the resistance genes in the plant g
10 cene pairs with two alleles fo h gene represent 20 gene '
pairs for virulence in the funcus. If these 40 genes for virulence
are recombined, through sexual reproduction as in the foreign rice
blast fungus, all pcssible recombineations would produce 59,049
lzzle gene combinations (or cenotvpes), each of which could be
J ?e*ent fungus race. This high variability hence the high
for mutetion change (or mutebility) of the furngus virulent
thus ensures its virulence agairnst even resistant plants.
more, any fungus virulent genes for high pathogenecity hence
lnfectwon will make it impossible to detect mutations of the
resistance genes, for example to increas2d resistance, decreas
tance or susceptibility,

S are agreeter in number than a
or example, an estimate 0of y
c
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The ideal cenetic experimental desicn then with blest fungus.
is to use the avirulent fungus: resistant plant combina:ion. Since

the organism with less variability in genes 1is easier to mutate,
hence which mutations are easier to detect, the plant hest will be
mutateé. Resistant plant strains will be mutatecd to increased
resistance hence detect no infection, to decreased resistance hence
detect medium infection, and to susceptibility hence detect high

infection. .

Besides, i% will be easier to guarantine and secure a few large
plants and seeds than millions of cangerous, microscopic blast
fungus spores. Spores,unlike large seeds, do rot contain embryo.
But like seeds, spores geminate. But unlike seeds ana other large
organisms, the doubling time of spores is 4-5 days which means
that spores grow exponentially into millions in a short time.
2nd being microscopic, spores can float 234 meters hcrizentally
and 1 meter vertically. These are the basic biological bases of the
Ganger of pathogenic spores like the foreign, highly-virulent rice
blast fungus that IRRI imported, and the high fertility, hich spo-
ruletion, andé nigh virulence HFWs that IRRI produced.only alfter a
year's hich risk re-earch.

experiment,with the ideal avirulent. fungus:
ant comblna;lon)*s to use biochemical methocs
emicel changes caused by the genetic chz nges
7ith biochemical aenetics or molecular biology
res_ancd_.less D1ants are needed since Dbio-
~cted in mchocuanulbles, even down to one
10cct1ve biochenicals are detected by radic-
iochemical genetics, dangercus microscopic

or plants are nlnlmlzec)hoﬁce cuarantine and
since greenhouse and field experiments are
riments.
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The ideal, low risk research of biochemical genetics as described
alsoc maximize socdial responsiblity to farmers and the rice industry
and nationalism for Filipino so"e*elgnty and security by using:

(1) a non-economic plent host, & non-rice cgrass; (2) native fungus
races; (3) aviruvlent fungus strains; (4) mutaetion of plant resis- |
tance to easily detected higher resistance, lower resistance, and [

suscesctibility; (5) easily detected radicective biochemicals which ¥
maximize easier quarang*nea and secured lab experiment and mini-
mize, or even eliminate, h ch r*sk qreenHOLse cnd field experiments

IPRI has mninimized socieal *e5001sibi11t} to farmers anc the
rice industry, end m ximized foreign abuse nf Filipino hosp itality,

cnd violation of Philippine sovereicnty ané security with its insis-
tence on non-ideal, hicgh risk research using: (1) an economic plant
host, rice; (2) foreign, highly virulent and hermaphroditic strains

with quarantine violations; (3) sexual hybridizetion produced hig

virulence, high fertility, and high sporulation hybrid fungal varie-

ties (EFVs); (4) hich risk greenhouse and, most preobably, clandestine

]
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field testing; (5) future high risk research using DNA transforma-
tion, isolation and cloning of HEVS and another rice pathogen, a
bacterium, hence probably HBVs.

and IRRI "stopped" its high risk research and formed a Bio-
Safety Committee with IRRI and UPLB members only who have met only
once to date, and a Seed Health Unit after: (a) August 22, 1987
complaints by MSF and FAST of UPLB; (D) Septempber 3-6 Tagaytay City
of NCCPDGR: (c) Senate Resolution 29 by Senator Laure . a2sking: for
an enguiry and a Pres. Cory cease-andé~desist order to IRRIs high
~isk research; (&) May 1986 s+tart o high risk, foreign rice blast
fungus research; (e) October 1984 publication of "Guidelines for
Fieid Research Involving Recombinant DNA" by the US National Insti-
tute of Health (NIK); (£) 1982 high rdsk native rice blast fungi
research; (g) 27 vears since 1960 of importing and exporting seecs
for Green Revolution high risk research for KYVs: and before (h)
ctober 1987 publication of "Guidelines for Researcn Involving
mecombinant DNAE Molecules” by US NIH (cited by IRRI as the guidelines
Lsed in their 1986 nhigh risk research and by the Biosafety Committee

' D ber; (i) builéing a containment greenhouse planned

only in May 1987, aifter & whole year of high risk HrVs researchiii

TRRI has continued, wittingly or unwittingly, its role inuthe
Green Revolution of EYVs into the Gene Revolution of DNA hybrids
or recombinants 1like HFVs by (1) importing foreign, highly virulent,
nermapnrocditic rice blast fungus Irom DuPont, a fungicide TNC, which
is probably cecllaborating with ané funding IRRI high risk HFVs and
future 1is8Vs research (See Table 3 Parental M. grisea strains). DuPont
and other pesticide TNCs are concentrating on developing CIrop resis-
-ance to pesticides like herbicides. (See Table 4 TNCs Developing
Crop Re tance to herbicides). Most probably +hen, DuPont also

izl concentration on developing Crop resistance to fungi-

testing EFVs against rice varieties of the USSR, PRC,

, Japan, USA and the Philioppines (See Table 5 Diseezse

Reacticn of Selected Rice Lines). Fortunately, the Philippine rice

varieties turned out to be the most resistant; (3) future high risk

research with contzinment greenhouse; and DiA transformation, 1sO-

1z+ion and cionin& not only of EFVs but also of HBVs pathogenic also
- to riceijii.

a
Qoing microbiologicel wariare research - (a) producing
)

0

In summary, this Filipino biochemical ceneticist, one of the
lucry students of pioneer genetic engincers inthe University of
California 2t Berkeley, support the following proposals for legis-

lative and acdministrative reforms in cooperation with the Legislature,
zéministrative involved, and NGOs.

(1) Review IRRI inclucing repeal o:f i+s PD 1620 charter for

(2y © Expard the IRRI-UPLE Biosafety Comnittee to include rep-
resentatives from PCRRPD, DOST, =PI Quarantine, PRRI and
national scientific NGOs like NCCPDGR, and LIST, and
rational sectoral NGOs like FRC.
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The expanded BioSafety Committee shall drait:

(3)

(4)

National guidelines for R & D in private and public, foreign
and local, institutions and/or funded research.

A National Commission for the Conservation, Protection and

Development of Genetic Resources which will promote NGO
breeding projects, administer a National Germplasm Bank

" which will start with duplicates of the entire IRRI and

IRRI germplasm banks.

Modern andé scientific guidelines for guarantine and seek
increased funding for BPI Quarantine enforcement, monito-
ring and advisory personnel.

National guidelines for seeds guarantine and R & D by
private ancd public, foreicn and local research institutions
and/or funded research and production and marketing.compa-
nies including IRRI Seed Health Unit, and TNC HYV seed
companies.

.A'ri
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ite jtivru plTALOB used elrher 1n the devclopmcnt of fertile
or genetic snalysin of virulence.

rice~infecting strain

Icolate Hsting Pathogenicity - Geographic e

Designation - type to ri;e Sax Sporulation origin Source

Cl104-2 HAT |} + \f male poor .Cﬁina U. Wisconsin

CH4O-1 HAT | + | male : poo; China U..Hisconsin

0-42 HAT 1 R male gﬁad Japan B. Valent, Du Pont
" Ken 60-19 HAT 2 + ! mxle N go;d ' -53pan B. Valeht,'bu Pont

o, 8| .

Guy 11 AAT 2 + hermaprodite fgo%d F;ﬁrch Cuyana -~ J.L. Nottekhem, IRAT

AR 13 MAT } : - hermtﬁrodiCe ggoﬁd Laboratory straia u. Wisconsin

FR 1 MAT 2 - hcrmaprodiée i;égd Laboratory strain U, HiaconsiA

n 2 HAT 2 - hermnbrodite . good Laboratoryfstruin B, palent,:Du Pont

v ) HAT 2 - hermaprodite . jgo;d Laborstory strain B. Valent, Du Pont

ST

7



- - - .
- SETURT S A '
el SS=2ixcz
) F e d e o “
L lTT ez )
Y e : o :
7 . ;
/<Ann I,
- _‘_/
/'\ S
- ~ ..- ! cet e
S0UST OF a=assmimamtir——c ~
‘s - Ul LTRSSt QPaiter R AAL NN ’s

douse Reso
smen Gregorio

O'”TTON ' - i
URGING £ row .._:SIO?-"‘;E_ INDUIRY '5‘{ T==

ON SCIz:c= =00 TO
CisGOTNE RICT RESTanch !ND ZXF
T?\?'T"Z?P_T-\.’T’T CRA- mic=s T,
RISKY, DTTRLZNTAL TO Tji MATIORAT,
MAY SPAWN STRIOUS BEST AND DISE;FT

T SV eTHT Sanme - ANTS A i s - IS
ALLEETD = ~ AT U i MATIONAL COh -

TIRTNCT ON \_7"’

-C Rz >Ou“”?"1N5 DIV oS THT

GATTIS o ?ULL—E;CEN IMVESTICATT D FUBLIC 1
CRINCS SUT=ETT ITS rMTDTRCS AR CIMATNDATIONS aO
SRT NZCETEARY MIUSURES CAN B ADODTED ¢ o

CDE. Bo_..ciiius
ich cauvse the
land . aress),
I the funmues



1 A Ny .‘ L'g ‘-“.L‘.r\ r ., 5
Sest Avaliasic Looumen

- - .. - - - -— ~ e —— _———— g~ - -
Temam =ne US.. 77 then COQZUCTEZ YO sci-oTaicn cDonr
- . Q " e -~ -— e—_ - . v - -_— -~ -— -~ —_— e —
fareiem ASOLITES Witn CuD 20— smcinTies T ZCETUED-
. " - - — e = — e o= PRy e e e
mine Tne fac LTS Iy COoODTICL WIAITHAELIT  vees wmnes -
- . . -
- —— - —— a - B
c':'.....'_’ - —— - e N ARt N — -
- A & !
ms25res 25EL Suct
- = . —— L
moieE, DLTROUT ~stuced TOCER-
-_— $ — .
- [ v - S e -
=i-o Prisxh % increose
: - oy o
sn o Tho IgpCTOoT —noTocan
= 3 — RSN el
T=of To lowel
(2 Tn —arause oF Tha potzInieial i ta -tho gEovirch- |-
- e~ i . = Ao e
- JoRS-¢ -——— - A._~ P R et —— i e —— - W
M - - -
- [T E e vhask] ho ~
a3l CounTnI, 2 noed .
=0 Yiang ol - in The
! M . . .« . N .
CLiT LAt emier i mistoch-
Noko] mosEs a0t gl An DADRICn
‘ P T - . w [ - ~— e i
mplioms TuT Ao ooThiRT SooNCT/LIUNRL T 3ol
s
S ey S SR, i ey
B VEC AR e fhn monoTIle SUuI20
T~ TonIL con achiaatfe Tnes

rler s ad =

- - Doy -
[ ¥ eka ~ sorm i ey
SCoD 22w AANIEVORRO) BV
- : P S R s Rl s PR R i hE et
.—D —be V4 s M e [ -t . -._,:'-1 P e et —— - E

hf\;\r-,’\"-'l A]
- tem e sl

I N .
S AR L

. - .
-~ - R -~
I [T R A e BT NP SO
. . - -~ LY - >
~— - . ~ = =
CTEAITn ASolinTRS 0 TNt - RS VRS
- = . e —— .. L .
N S - s —— P T o ey
L LTIz ED o TRl musc oo GES. A
. e . .
L d .

2) . IPRI choulid monitor IoT
3) CIRPI o id monitor Ior

. om.pow Toces within ond

L mrecoutionny mCoI3Ure

Ll v e frem e DL L e o . - « eme

- N ~ . . I TP S SR
(:) s ST ARt ~oula CC .
nc A oAty e/ eendnling
conc I oamOnTATnL o Eesemmtte
The soemind zhTATIVE
3 — -~ - . - i S =l AnC
Immon Fataetniobatol N obaliyte 19 bata UIIOR 2=
.. 2t . e - R Ee] -
ive rignd o PDO1520) - 25



a

e kel
- - A
- .
clleged

-
—
i

oo

L0

>~
-

v

— -t

L U U




—— s b e —y e . e——— ——— ey = Ve et
: ~

- - : . : et M
L LT e S P A N

0. Box 633 Came Ricetouns Manita
M.?nua Pruncoines Tetex (ITTH 45385 RICE INST P
Jeiepnone” Ak-46.6¢ 40680 RICE Pt

88-4514 tRCA} 22456 IRI PH

(EASTERNYE3786 RIZE PN

To : Dr. E. Lampe January 16, 1988

From : T.W. Mew

Subject : Report No. 1. Moniloring of Rice Blast Disease
Incidence

This is to report to you on the results of our efforts
in monitoring rice blast disease incidence around the
Institute.

Based on our records and observations between 1986 and
1987, there was no detectable incidence of blast disease
eround the greenhouse vwhere Dr. Leung conducted his
research. Also, there were no findings of infection among
unilocated plants inside Dr. Leung's greenhouse.

In the IRRI farm, no unusuel occurrence of new races of
the disesse was observed. No blast problems were reported
or observed in the fermers' fields immediately outside the
IRRI farm.

We will continue to monitor blast incidence wlthln and
outside the IRRI farm every month this year.

Mel
ead, Department of Plant
Pethology

TWM/c

Annex
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P.O. Box 933 Cable: Ricetound Manila Annex F
Manila. Phiippines Telex (ITT) 45365 RICE INST PM
Teliephone: B6-48-69 40B90 RICE PM

86-45 14 (RCA) 22456 IRI PH

(EASTERN) 53786 RICE PN

March 11, 1988

Dear Ms. Bumatay:

This is in response to your letter of 3 March 1988 requesting me
to send the S&T Committee pertinent documents on studies on rice blast
genetics in connection with Dr. Mew’'s statements that such studies are
not banned in the U.S., Japan, Korea, France and India.

Attached are scientific papers published in the USA, Japan and
France showing that cross hybridization of differeni rice blast isolates
and genetic studies have been made in these countries.

From Japan:
1. Pathogenic race and mating tvpe of Prvricularis orivzse

from Soviet Union, China, Nepal, Thailand, Indonesia
and Colombia, by H. Yaegashi and M. Yamada.

2. The verfect state of Pvricularis orvzae Cav. from rice
plants_in culture, by H. Kato and T. Yamaguchi.

From France:

3. Obtention et caracterisation de mutants deficients en
melanine chez Pyvricularis oryvzse, by M.H. Lebrun, F.
Dutfoy, V. Reymond, J.L. Notteghem, J. Vilaplana.

From U.S.A.:

4. Genetic  studies of fertility and vpathogenicity in
Magneporthe grisea (Pyriculerie orvzae), by B. Valent,
M.S. Crawford, C.G. Weaver, F.G. Chumley.
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Ms. Aurore H. Bumatay/3-11~-88/p2

We have not vet obtained any publications from Kores and India,
but Dr. E.J. Lee of the Rursal Development Administration, Rorea, will
present his scientific report at the Hhores-IRRI collaborative planning
meeting on March 21 at IRRI. We will send You a copy of his repori.

With warm regards.

‘\'ery truly yours,

. Bernardo
uty Director Genersl

Ms. Aurora H. Bumatay
Committee Secretary
House Commitiee on

Sciencé and Technology
House of Representatives
Quezon City

cc: Dr. K. Lampe
Dr. T.W. Mew
Dr. M.D. Pathak

FAB/c

o
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P.O. Box 933

Manilz. Prshippines

Jelephone: BE-48-69
B8B-4514

Cabie: Ricetound Maniia
Telex (ITT) £5365 RICE INST Py,
40890 RICE P,

{RCA} 22456 IRI PH
{EASTERN) 63786 RICE PN

April 4, 1988

Dear Ms. Bumatex:

In my previous letter to vou dated March 11, 1988,
furnish you copies of scientifjc papers on the rice blast disease in

Koree in order to prove that researches similar to the one conducted in
IRRI] ere also done in other countries.

1 promised to

Attached are copies of scientific paper
pathogenicity of different races of the rice
reports on production of mating tv
testing their pathogenicity.

s from Korea dealing with

blast.  The third paper
pes and production of crosses for

1 hope these additiona] information wil}

be usefu)
Committee on Science and Technologx.

to the House

With best wishes.

Ms. Aurora E. Bumatax

Committee Secretary

House Commitiee on Science
and Technology

House of Representatives

Quezon City

ccC:

FAB/c

truly wours,

<puty Director General

5}2 :

ALY
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CONGRESS OF THE PHILIPPINES )
FIRST REGULAR SESSION )

SENATE
P.S. RES. NO. [0

__._—.——_————.——-——————.——.——_-_._.._..._..__—_—_.—._..._——————.—.—.———..—_———————_——

Introduced by Senators Lina,Jr. and Aguino-

RESOLUTION

CREATING AN AD-HOC COHMITTEE 10 CONDUCT A REVIEW OF THE PROGRAHS
AND POLICIES OF THE INTERNATIONAL RICE RESEARCH INSTITUTE, TITS
CHARTER AND PRESIDENTIAL DECREE NO. 1620 -

WHEREAS, the International Rice Research Institute (IRRI)
was established in 1858 as the foundation of the "Green
Revolution", a development Program launched by the
International Monetary Fund-World Bank whose primary objective is
to raise the rice production by wusing the High Yielding
Varieties (HYV) thereby solving the problem of insufficient
food supply of the whole world;

WHEREAS, with this objective and the adoption of modern
agricultural technologies in the country developed at the Inter-
national Rice Research “Institute (IRRI) rice production per
hectare doubled ‘but the income of local rice farmers is still
low; :

WHEREAS, the International Rice Research Institute (IRRI)
undertakes &1l sorts of research projects to advance rice science
and technology, including some which may pose danger to the local
rice industry; - -

WHEREAS, the International Rice Research Instifute and its
scientists enjoy: protection and immun;ty from 1legal suits. as
provided for under. PtD. 1620;° ’ :

WHEREAS ihere is a need for Congress to review the charter
of - the International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) and
Presidential Decree 1620, to eénsure that it continues to serve
the national interest and for the nation to maximize the benefits.
derived therefrom; T . o

NOW, THEREFORE , be it resolved as it is hereby resolved,
that the Senate crzate an Ad-Hoc Committee to conduct a review
of International Rice Research Institute {IRRI), its charter,
and Presidential Decree 1620, in aid of legislation.

Adopted.

(oo

559 E-D. LINA/JR. AGAPITO 2/ .AQUINO
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CONGRESS OF THE PHILIPPINE

w
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)
FIRST REGULAR SESSION )

T

RESOLUTION

DIRECTING THE SENATE TO CREATE AN AD-HOC‘COHHITTEE TO- FORMULATE
GUIDELINES ON FOREIGN-FUNDED RESEARCH ACTIVITIES IN ALL
DISCIPLINES

WHEREAS, Article XIV, Sec. 12 of - the 1887 Constitutio:
mandates that "tife State shall regulate the transfer and promote
the adaptation of technology from all sources for the  nationa.
benefit"; .. : ' - '

WHEREAS, ° the existing ' government policies, "rules anc
regulations on foreign~funded .research do not provide the
mechanism for an in-depth evaluation and monitoring cf foreign-
funded research projects, particylarly as it pertains | tc
protection ‘of national interests. C . '

' " NOW,. THEREFORE, ‘be it resolved, by the Senate, to direct the
Committee on ‘Séience,:and Technology ‘to formulate national
guidelingg__gg_Q%ll_ltngign;fuhded research. activities 3in all
disciplines, -in éidfbf;legislation, : o T

Adoéted.

(R

AGAPITO A,/ AQUI OSEPH EJERCITN ESTRADA
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Annex I

Concress cf the Philippines)
Pirs: Regular Sescion )

SINATE

S. No.

Introduceé by Senator Laurel

_-_—_———-—_-—-—_---_——-------—_-----—

AN ACT

CFEATING THE TIONAL BIOSAFETY PORRD AND DETINING ITS SCOPE, FUNCTICNS AND

POWZRES.

Be it enacteéd bv the Sena: ané house cof Reoresentatives cf the

Philiooines irn Concress assesolec:

SZCTION l. CRERTIOK. - ‘There is hezeby creates z Nazional
Biosafety Board, hereinafter referreé to 25 the MBE, under the Of-;ce
of the President.

SZCTION 2. PURPCSZI. - In consonance with the Consti itutioneal
mandate that the state shall preotect and aévance the cight of the peopie
T & bzlanced anc heazlthful ecclocy in accord with the rhythm and harmony
of nature, +the NEE shall reaLlaue all wncertakings of biotechnolocv
research anc cevelocment and/or commerce of such products hereinzifter
refe-reC toc as biotech projects for the saiety andé protec=zion o tre
general punliic thereby prevent oI decrease the riske which such biotech
projests pose to both, anc their environoen:, £ propercy.

anc
SZCTION 3. COMPOSITICH. - The NEZE shall be ccrposec of
seven (7) members, which shall include +he Secretery of the Department of
Heelth, the Lirector of the Bureau of Flant Incustry, ancd the Directcr
cI the Bereau of rnimal Indust-y 25 ex~officio members, ané two (2)
science anc technolocy representatives in relevant Cisciplines tc be

acpointed by the Presicent of the Ppilippines for a maximim term of four(4)

years each IZrom the State anc the private colleges anc/or-Universitics,

anc one(l) each fron _yy relevant non-govermmental orcanizaijon ané project

stz union, FROVIDZD that in the absence of any ex—-oiiicio members, sald
merber may designate his deputy to act in hit stead, None of the ahcve

PPy [

shall have been boaré mezbers, cificers and/cz, censuliante of insed tioue,

sublic ox private, with bictech projects, and/cor renumerated, direct tly or
indirectly, by foreign funds and/or instituvsions.
SECTICON 4., MZZTINGS. ~ The NED shall meet recelarlv once a
- :
zonth “anc ray hoid speciel meetings to censicer Lrgent metiers uvpon call
cf the Chairman or any three{3) mermbers thereorZ.

SZCTICN 5. QOURUM. - The presence of mzaierity shall comstituvie

2 crerum for the transaction cf besiness; PROVIDED that affirmative vote
of at least four (4) members shall be necessary for the adoption of
resclution cr cuicdelines.

SZCTICY 6. PCWZRS AND FUNCTIONS. - The NES shall have the
fellowing powers zné functions as exercised throuch ozen ané public
heazings when applicable and necessary :

2. Formulate naticnal gL_del. es on anc¢ regulate biotech nrojects in
public or private institutions with local or foreicn funding;

b

g ap—-
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E. Review, monlito:, approve or rejec: a2l) biotech protect propesals
includine risk anzlyses previouslv aoproved, ané reccrzy ¢
continuously encountered, anc regularlv reviewed pv Sio H

€ 1

. S
reineiter referred O ef AIncTituTiongl

ﬁ

Tv Commi<see
Piccazesy
7

be kent

SLCl 1152 TuTicns n

o~y

Cerone czee (IBC), cre
cernficentiz2. bv In

Tarv insTitutacnel infermation sneal
anc IBC.

b3

<
iy
s

¢. Regulate the impcrtztion and expertazion, use, distribution anc reprogue-
©—on of virvs, fingl, bacteriaz, insecte, pestc, nematodes andé cther flore
anc faune anc their recombinant DN: anc . BNk, anc anv other sthkstance,
which introcduced and/er releasc: intO_the envircnment, thregthen 137

ENc trovertv:

Te conduct periodic investications, inspections, anc¢ evaluations of
: the stancards andé facilities and personnel of biotech rrejects
inclucdine their particular IBC whicn use snveicel an€ biolegical
contarnmentr that recuce the potentizl for expostre ¢f thne Drciecs
St2fl, Dersons outside The inSTiTuTicn, anc the envirenmens.

o

e. To abate, enjoin or pronibit the undert taking o any bictech project
wnich may be Gangerous or risky to public salfery;

I. To exercise such either powers anc “umcsions as nay be proper and
necessacy for the elfective accomplishment of the pburposes herein
previaded;

'
!
*
]

6. To 2nnoint & Eiosafetv Diresior who will zesis:t she Bcarc andé ccerdinate
with other egencies, nutliic and obrivate, for tne irDlementation ang

: enicrcement, andé cudblicazion and/o’ oublic education of the NBP

i Léelines, recvlation and Gecisionc.

; SZCTICN 7. CHMPINSATION. - Tne ex—officio mesmbers ¢f tre

NBZ, ©or their cCesiznzted depury, as the case =zy be, chall be entitled te

: pes diems Zor meetinge attenced, not exceeding Five Hundred Pesos per

meetinc &nd pot exceeding Two Thousané Pesos & month. The other nembers of

: the W22 shall receive an acdditional monthly allowance ©f Cne Tnousand and

: Five Fund-ed Pescs. :

' SECTION €. PRIOR APPROVEL, - No Bictech projec:t shall be

. uncertaken without the prior approval of the project prcpesal by the KBR,

CTION  9; 2B 240 AN=TITUTIONZL BIOSASETY COrMITT=E, -
osaZety Committee (BC) shall be composed of seven (7)

shall include the President of the inszi:u'~on anc the

mmicipality in which the instituticn is si zuated, as ex-officio

members, andéd two science and technolocy Pe'wesan:a:i\:es frem relevant

disciplines pot affiliated with the instity tion, to be chcsen by the

Fresident of the ins:it':icn for 2 maxizunm ter= of Fouw (4) vears with cne(l)

each from the State and o:ivats Colleges and/or Universities, anc one (1)

ezch Irom.any :eleva. nen-covermmental corcenization and & research and

cevelcoment cr production staZif wiion; PROVIDEZD that in the a-sence of any

ex~oificio membe_, sai¢ merber pav Cesicnate his depusy to act in his

stead. The meeiings 2né cuorum of the IBC shall be covernec Sy Saczion 4

anc & f whis ACI. Tre IBC shall approve biotech pProject rropesals in

their institviien, recsmend acproved projects with su“oo—:i:g te the

cata and dociments includinc --s) tc the KBE for &pcroval, and regularly

MONIter anc review NEP arzroved projects in their institvtion. The IBC

shall appeint biosafety officer if the instituzicen encaoe in larce-scale

T

o]
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DERELTITE -

NELTIZS. ViolaZicns of the rreccdinc
resoluticns accoted by the NED shal) be

irom € months to ¢ vears ané/cr & fine of nes
€,000.0C anc Zfcrfeiture of cash bond ané/or insurance for not
00C,00C, pestec witr the NEE to cover potential, camace and/

rectly or incdirectly, to life anc proper Ty, btzlic ancé private.

szCcTIon 10,
cuidelirnes or

hm
0.
"t 0

Surh ferfeiture shall not preciude claims of civid ané 'e‘atec criminal
acts for actual damaces and loss tq life anc Preperty not covered tv such
bonds and cr insuvrance. 2
IZ the viclaticn is commitiec by 2 corporation, partnership or
asscciation, ite Precident, Manacer, hoent, cr any other official in charoc
€I the manzoemeni thereof, whe cor=itt r Who knowingly acguired in the
sus

ccmmrcesicn cf

the penaltiec herein prcvided;

saic violzzion, shel
e tc the penalrty

PROVIZZD that i the offender is an al; %, in adéition

herein prescribec, he shall be Geported withousr further proceecings on the
part of the Commissichner cf lmmigration anc Deportaztion bu: onlv aftrer
irpriscnment and/or pavinc fines, ané due process cf other-suits fielé.

cf this hct,
Fesos
VILSE aTnropri

shall »e ancl

(#500,000.00) ou: of

tam 11. APPROPRIATION. =~ Tocezzry ou: the Frovisions
there ic nereby aporopriated the sum 0F Five Hundred Tnousand

the funés in the National Treasvry not other-

the svcceeding
Approcriations AcCt

éspreoriacions of <he NEE

atec, Tnerezfter,
vdec in the Annual

SECTIon 12, PEPERZING AND SZPRRAEILITY CLAUSE: - ;a2 i3ws,
cecrees, crcers, rules and regulations, policies, procrams cr gcarts therec?
wnich ace.inconsistent with any crovisions of this hct such as inscitution al
Ciplomatic andé leczl immmities avre heresy repezlec cr medified accordincl v.
If for any reason any section or provision of this Act is declared to

be unconstite

= £

which are &af:Z

[vH
rt
wn

oo

approval.

the other secticons or srovisions herec?,
shall continue in full force and effec:t.

tional or void,
ectec thereby,

Tnis Act shall take effect

SZCTION . 12, EFFECTIVITY: -
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Annex J

The Agency for Community Educational Services Foundation,
Inc. (ACESFI) declares its position on Senate Resolution No. 104,

entitled:

"RESOLUTION CREATING AN AD-HOC COMMITTEE TO CONDUCT A
REVIEW OF THE FROGRAM  AND FOLICIES OF THE
INTERNATIONAL  RICE RESEARCH INSTITUTE, ITS CHARTER

AND FRESIDENTIAL DECREE NO. 1620."

as follows:

1. The Green Revolution program (through the High4Yie1ding
Variety (HYV) technology) as envisioned by the IRRI and its
supporters does not work in the. Fhiliooines because of the

following reasons:

a. It requires tremendous inputs of commercial inorganic
tertilizer and pesticides which the Fhilippines
import;

b. It has been hastily propagated. nationwide despite the 1lack

of adequate experimentation on its location specific behavior in
the ditferent parts of the country;

c. It reqguires large capital funding, the structures of which
have virtually collapsed (rural banks which arced as conduits of
Masagana ©° loans benefitted more the middlemen than °© the
farmers);

d. It is one of the underlving causes of malnutrit.on because of
rice monoculture which does not give room to plantingy of other
crops which would have provided a balanced diet to the rural

popul ation;

e. It continues to be a high-risk proposition because rice
monoculture is susceptible to being totally wiped out by pests,
hence, poses great dangers to the ecol ogy; ‘

f. Its kind of research is not directed towards finding wéys to
reduce the cost of farming (which is the biggest burden of small
farmers). but is narrowly directed towards increasing output

levels only. Whatever organic input and other alternative farming
methods ~ IRRI is experimenting on right now have been belatedly
carried out, not as a matter of IRRI policy but as a mere
response to recent farmer attack on IRRI).

2 The doubling of rice production is made at the expense
" of local rice farmers in. the.following marner:

8. high cost of input w.ich channels whatever profit the farmers
made to the multinational companies instead of to their families;
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b. the farmers’ lacl of control over the whole production process
diftuses whatewver surplus income they make to non-producers 1ike
the traders, millers, etc.

3. Tt is immoral to grant protection and immunity to
foreign scientists who conduct "experiments" that may pose
dangers to our agricultural ecologyv and its human population, The
immunity to IRRI as provided for in FD 1&20 violates and
males & mochkery of the sovereignty of the Republic of the

Fhilippines comparable to the issue of the US Bases here in the

countryv;

4, IKRRI does not serve the interest of the Filipinos. It served
the interest of Mr. Marcos before, when the IRRI technology was
hastily propagated in the country. It also serves the interests
of MNCs whose products are required as input of the HYVs they

promote nationwide.

3. The dangers posed by the IRRI technology to the local rice
industry, and to the Filipinos as a whole, have been properly
documented. Flease refer to the following materials attached
herein:
A}
Michael E. Loevinsohn, "Insecticide Use and
Increased Mortality in FRural Central
Luzon, Fhilippines"” The Lancet 1987,

pp. 1339-1362Z.

R. Modina % A. Ridao,"IRRI Rice: The Miracle That

Newver Was" ACES Foundation, Inc. 1987.

6. Given the above considerations, our organization declares its
all—-out  support for the review of the program and policies of
IRRTI and ultimately for the repeal of FD 1&70.

Finally, we would like to state that we are not against modern
technology such as the hybridization of rice varieties but rather
we are against modern technology that are not appropriate to
specific needs particularly of small farmers that comprise the
majority of the population of third world countries such as the
Fhilippines. We want a technology, as in the case of rice
farming, that is low-cost, affordable, ecologically-sound and
most of all geared primarily to benefit the farmers and the poor
consumers rather than the commercial interests.

August 0, 1988

)
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Annex K

COMMENTS REGARDING SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 104 ENTITLED
"Resolution Creating an Ad Hoc Committee to Conduct a
Review of the Program and Policies of the Internmational

Rice Research Institute, Its Charter and Presidential
Decree No. 1620"

We at IRRI welcome this initiative at the Serate. We
also welcome Senators Jose D. Lina, Jr. and
Agapito A. Aguino and other Senators and their
technical staff to visit IRRI and obtain firsthand
information on IRRI’s research activities. Thi; is
the best way to make sure that everyone gets

firsthand information about IRRI. This-is the way

to separate fact from .fiction.

The Senate Resolution states that with "the adoption
of modérn-agricultural technologies in the country
developed , at the International Rice Research
Institute (iRRI) rice production per hectare doubled

but the income of local rice farmers is still low."

We do not deny that the income of rice farmers

is still low, but here are the facts:



The income of rice farmers is determined
not only by the yield of rice per hectare,
but also by government trade and price
policies which influence the price of
fertilizer and rice. Government policies
have artificially. lowered rice prices and
raised fertilizer price relative to world

price levels.

The price of rice (relative to other
commodities) to Philippine consumers has

declined by almost 50% since the early

1960s (Source: Central Bank of ' the
Philippines & National Census and
Statistics Office). In other words, while

the price of consumer goods increased
12 times since the early 1960s, the price
of  rice increased only by 6 times, thanks

to government policy.

As a conseguence, consumers benefitted
tremendously from the impact of modern
rice technology, but the rice farmers’

incomes remained low.
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One thing is clear. IRRI has nothing to do
with government policy on the low price of rice or
high price of fertilizer relative to world market
prices. IRRI is not responsible for the low income

of rice farmers.

The Senate Resolution also states that IRRI
"undertakes all sorts of research projects to
advance rice science and technology, including some

which may pose danger to the local rice industry."

IRRI’s objective is to serve the interest of
rice industries around the world through research.
The claim that IRRI is undertaking some research
that "pose danger teo +the 1local rice- industry"
probably refers to the research on the genetics éf
virulence of the rice blast fungus. This
controversial research has been debated by IRRI and
UPLB scientists. IRRI scientists have taken
sufficient precautions to prevent the spread of the
experimental strains of the fungus, but critics of
IRRI feel that the rice blast fesearcb is a "high
risk research". In deference to the questions
raised by UPLB scientists, the IRRI Director General

ordered that the controversial research on the rice

blast disease be suspended until biosafety
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guidelines are approved and proper authorities have

reviewed the matter.

The UPLB-IRRI Committee on Biosafety was
created last October 12, 1987. This Comnittee
worked for several months using as references
Biosafety Guidelines of UéA, japan and Australia.
The Committee has completed its work in July 1988
and has recommended the creation .0of a National
Committee on Biosafety and the adoption of the

Biosafety Guidelines. Copies of this are available

at UPLB and IRRI.

The Senate Resolution states that IRRI and "its
scientists enjoy protection and immunity “from legal
suits as provided for under Presidential Decree

No. 1620."

lhere "seem to be some misconceptions about
P.D. 1620, The decree does not. give..IRRI any
"special"” status or immunities” beyond those accorded
to other international organizations, such as the

FAO or UNDP, in the Philippines.

IRRI has seldom used and, to my knowledge,
never abused any of the legal immunities referred to

in P.S. Resolution 104.
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P.D. 1620, which took effect on

19th April 1979, grants to IRRI the status,
prerogatives, privileges, and immunities of an
international organization. The pertinent articles

of P.D. 1620 on IRRI’'s immunities are as follows:

Article 1

Status of an International

Organization

The Government of the Republic of
the Philippines recognize(s) the
International Rice Research Institute
(herein referred to as the Institute) as
an international organization, and
hereby accords to the 1Institute such
status in the Philippines.

Article 2-

Immunities and Privileges

The Institute shall enjoy in the
Philippines all the immunities and
privileges normally .. ° accorded to
international organizations of a
universal character.

Article 3

Immunity from Legal Process

The Institute shall enjoy immunity
from any penal, civil and administrative
proceedings, except insofar as that
immunity has been expressly waived by
the Director General of the Institute or
his authorized representatives.



Article 10

Purpose of Immunities

1. The privileges and immunities
provided for by this decree are not
intended for the personal benefit of
the officials of the Institute. They
are accorded solely in order +to
ensure in all circumstances the free
operation of the Institute and the
complete freedom of its officials.

2. The Director General of the Institu%e
shall have the right and duty to
waive the 1mmun1ty of any rofficial
whenever, in his opinion, the
immunity would impede the normal
course of Jjustice and can be waived
without prejudice to the lnterest of
the Institute.

Please note that the immunities provided

by P.D. 1620 are not intended for the

. -

personal benefit of-: the IRRI— officials.
Neither are they intended ‘for © "IRRI

scientists.

The Philippine Government has established the
Philippiné.Rice Research’ Institute (PhilRice)
in order to have an institution responsible
for applied and adaptive research to cater to
the needs of Filipino farmers. IRRI, Dbeing
an International Institute, has global
responsibilities and coula only produce
technologies that different rice-growing

countries could fine-tune and apply to local
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conditions. The need for PhilRice 1is

therefore obvious.

The Japanese Government will provide
funding for PhilRice to establish its
research laboratories in Munoz, Nueva Ecija.
The Japanese Government has‘reqﬁested IRRI to
provide technical services and assistance to

PhilRice in order to  accelerate its

development.

We also would like to point out that IRRI was
not "launched by the International Monetary
Fund-World Bank," but' was established and
funded, initially, by.. -the Ford .and “-the-
Rockefeller Foundations with the support of

the Philippine Government. Today IRRI'’s

~funding comes from 31 donor agencies and

member countries of the Consultative Group on..
InternatiBnal Agricultural- Research [CGIAR):.:
The largest annual financial contribution to
IRRI comes from the Japaneseb Government.
Other countries 1like China, 1India, Mexico,
and Korea are among the countries
contributing to the research activities of

IRRI.
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FAB/c

IRRI reiterates its invitation to +the
Honorable Senators and their technical staff
to visit IRRI at their convenience so that
they may see for themselves the Xxind of
research activities IRRI has been undertaking

to serve mankind.

F.A. Bernardo

Deputy Director General

Hon. Secretary Carlos G. Dominguez
President Jose V. Abueva

Dr. Klaus Lampe

Atty. Z.Q. Pizarro
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Annex L
22 Sep 88
ALLEGATIORNS AND FACTS ABOUT THE
INTERNATIONAL RICE RESEARCH INSTITUTE
Allegation. IRRI is funded by multinational chemical
corporations. IRRI is funded by the International Monetary

Fund...the World Bank...etc.

Fact. IRRI is funded by about 30 governments and
international agencies. IRRI's largest donor is the
Government of Japan, followed by the USk, the United Nations
Development Programme, the World Bank, the European Economic
Community, Canada, United Kingdom, and Australia. IRRI
donors also include developing countries: China, India,
Mexico, Korea, ané the Philippines. Appendix 2 lists our
donors andé their contributions.

Allegation. IRRI is developing high-yielding varieties
(EYVs) <o be heavily dependent on the pesticides and
fertilizers sold by multinational chemical corporations.

Fact. Multinational chemical companies do not support, and
have no influence or control over IRRI programs, or IRRI
seeds. In fact, IRRI's major research thrust is to reduce
the farmer's dependence on purchased chemical inputs. It is
¢ biological fact, however,. that any cereal crop,
traditionzl or improved, needs 1 kilogram of nitrogen to
produce 15 to 20 kg of grain.

Tropical soils naturally accumulate enough nitrogen from the
atmosphere to grow- about 2 tons of grain per hectare per
year. To produce more than 2 tons the plants, whether
moaerr or traditional, must have additional nitrogen. 1In
the 1960s petroleum-based fertilizers were +he cheapest
source of nitrogen. IRRI's main focus over *he past decade
has been to develop ways for farmers o use alternative
nitrocen sources such as green manure crops, or to increase
the efZiciency of applied fertilizer. 'Other facts to
consider are:

- Improved rice varieties do not recuire more
fertilizer--they respond to higher nutrient levels. Even
without fertilizer, IRRI varieties yield slightly more than
traditional varieties.

- The air around us has unlimited nitrogen. The water
fern azolla, which grows on the surface of paddies, can
"£ix" or draw such nitrogen from the air and feed it to the
rice
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plant. IRRI anc national scientists are developing ways for
farmers to cultivate zzolla and other nitrogen-fixing plants

in their ricefields -- and, thus grow their own nitrogen.
The best areas for azolla have high soil phosphorus, low
maximum temperatures, and long we:t seasons. IRRI has

published & map, Conditions For Azolla, that highlights
areas across the Philippines where farmers might grow and
substitute azolle for commercial fertilizers.

~ Development cf rice varieties that use available
nutrients more efficiently is & major IRRI objective. IR42,
for example, outyields other varieties at low levels of
nitrogen and phosphorus.

- IRRI scientists have found that farmers can reduce
their fertilizer needs by half by placing the fertilizer
below the soil surface, into the rice root zone. IRRI has
designed simple, inexpensive machines to facilitate root-
zone placement.

- Unlike the first improved rices, which required high
pesticide inputs for higher yields, newer varieties such as
IR64 and IR66 have been genetically tailored to resist many
insects and diseases. That decreases the farmer's
dependence on pesticides.

- IRRI is a world leader in the development and
promotion of Integrated Pest Management (IPM) strategies in
rice--the use of nonchemical tactics of pest control to
maintain high yields and maximize farm profits with minimal
use of ecologically disruptive pesticides. One of the
foundations of IPM is "helpful insects"--the diverse
communities of predators, parasites, and pathogens in every
ricefield that, if recognized and protected, will control
most insect pests.

IRRI recently released a booklet, Helpful Insects,

Spiders, and Pdzhogens -- Friends of the Rice Farmer, with
166 color platesto help farmers and extension workers
identify "friendly insects.™ Helpful Insects has already

been published in Cebuano, French, Khmer, Tagalog, and
TIloko. Cooperztors in national programs are translating it
into about 20 other languages. IRRI and FAO have
distributed about 100,000 copies of a poster Natural Enemies
of Insect Pests of Rice, to help farmers ldentify beneficial
insects. It is available in 17 languages; including 9
Philippine dialects.

An extensive TV and radioc campaign, in local languages,
has been launched to educate farmers on beneficial insects
and avoid misuse of pesticides. Partners in the campaign
are PhilRice, UPLB, and the Philippine Foundation of Rural
Broadcasters.
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- For centuries before petroleum-based pesticides were
available, farmers on the Indian subcontinent protected
their crops with natural insec:t repellents found in *he
fruit and leaves of the neem tree. Now, scientists have
discovered that neem derivatives repel 123 species of
insects, including pests of stored grain. The insect-
repellent qualities of o0il extracted from the neem fruit,
and of cake made from 1ts residue; are being studied in a
program to develop "safe" biological pesticides that cause
no ecological damage.

Allegation. Multinational chemigal companies sell IRRI
seeds.

Fact. Multinational companies do not sell seeds of IRRI
varieties. IRRI seeds do not even offer a market ‘potential
for multinetional corporations. The improved rice varieties
should not be confused with the "Fq" or "hybrid" varieties
of maize, sorghum, and other crops whose seeds are marketed
by companies. Farmers must buy seeds for every planting of
F, crops because the seeds harvested cannoi be replanted.

The seeds of IRRI rice varieties, on the other hand, can be
replanted agein and again.

- Nationeal egricultural agencies, not IRRI, determine
which rice varieties are to be released to local farmers in
each count*y Farmers themselves dscide which varieties to
plant. 1In the Philippines, varieties are named and released
by the Philippine Seed Board, which is chaired by <the
Director cf the Philippine Bureau of Plant Industry. The
performance of HVYVs aovelooed by IRRI, the University of the
Pnilippines at Los Bahos, and BPI is continuously field-
tested at BPI stations acrocs the country. HYVs developed
by UPLB and BPI are also widely grown in the PhlllleneS.
Allegation. To galn Total control over crop pr duction,
IRRI gathers the seeds of indigenous Crop varieties and
ireezes them irt & well-guarded "gene benk."

Fact. The International Rice Germplasm Center, or "gene
bank," is a seed rreservation and dlssemlnaulon center that
serves rice scientistis and farmers around the world.
Scientists and governments deposit seeds of traditional
varieties that are threatened by extinction for safekeeping
in the bank, and withdraw such seeds to use as "genetic
building-blocks" to develop improved varieties loc ally.
Small seedstocks of more than £2,000 varieties firom more
thean 100 countries are stored at IRRIT. The gene bpank
assures developing countries of the genetic variability
essential for continuous improvement in rice productivity.



To develop z seed collection, scientists gather a few
seed heads from rice plants growing wild or in the field, or
purchase & handful of greins in the marXe:t. Genetic
conservation does not mean that ell seeds of & variety are
collected, ancd thus "confiscated" from an area. Only a
Xilogram or so of seeds are stored for multiplication,
eveluation, conservation, and distribution.

% larage seed collection has no meaning unless we know

what useful characters their genes hold. Therefore,
multidisciplinary teams of scientists grow and tes: all seed
samples carefully and catalogue -their traits. Seed samples

are suppliec upon reguest, free of cost, to scientists,
farmers, and others.

In the Philippines, IRRI has cooperated with the
Department of Agriculture in the field collection and
preservation of seeds of 1,870 Philippine traditional and
introduced varieties, based on an IRRI-DZ Memorandum of
Agreement. Without the gene bank, many of those rice
varieties would have been lost forever. The gene bank also
gives Philippine scientists direct and easy access to
varieties from Africa, Latin America, and elsewhere in Asia.

Nepal, Pakistan, and Kenya, upon construction of
adeguate facilities for local seed storage, have reguested,
and received, duplicate sets of seeds of their entire
national collections.

IRRI recently recurned to Kampuchea seeds of 36
traditional varieties that had disappeared during the
political disturbances after 1975. Those varieties would
have been lost forever without the gene bank. Insteaqd,
Kampuchean farmers grow them once again.
rllegation. The Philippines has not benefitted from new
rice technology.

Fact. The annual growth rate of rice production in the
Philippines has doubled, from 2.2% o 4.5%, since the 1966
development of the first improved varieties and technology,
according to the Philippine Bureau of Egricultural
Economics. The growth in rice production was made possible
by HYVs and medern faerming methods developed by IRRI, UPLE,
and BPI, and disseminated through extension programs of the
Department of Agriculture.

- Most important, the Philippine population was only 32
million in 166, when IRE, the first IRRI-bred HYV, became
availaeble. Aannual rice production in 1966 was 4 million
tons of unmilled rice. Today, the nation's Jarmers must
feed 58 million people, a task that reguires 9 million tons
of unmilled rice per year. To grow that much rice at
previous yield levels of 1.2 tons per hectare would reguire

D
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7.6 million hectares of riceland. The Philippines has only
3.5 million hectares of land for growing rice. These
figures are from the National Economic and Development
Authority (NEDX).

Furthermore, the Philippine population is increasing by
about 3% yvearly. By the year 2000, about 86 million people
will have to be fed. -

Unless critics of high-yielding technology know where
to find the additiocnal land, a return to traditional
varieties would leave the Philippines with three options.

o To use scarce foreign exchange to purchase rice from
abroad (as was the case from World War II to 1978)

o To survive on surplus grain as aid from the
industrialized nations.

o Famine.

‘Allegation. IRRI seeds represent an insidious way of
sabotaging the very foundation of the Philippine economy.

Fact. Dr. Burton Onate pe*itioned the Batasan Pambansa to
investigate his charges that IRRI was a plot to sabotage the
Pnilippine economy. The Batasan held public hearings and an
Ad Hoc Committee came to IRRI to see for themselves. Con
September 19, 1985, the Batasan Committee on Agriculture and
Food issued @ "Repor:t on Resolution No. 221," which stated:

"The Ad Hoc Committee on Grains which wes created
in order to conduct an inguiry in aid of
legislation in compliance with the
resolution...found [Dr. Onate's) charges to be
uniounded. The complainant failed to substantiate
his charges while IRRI thru its Director-General
has gpecifically denied the allegations and
presented documents supporting its denial.

"The Ad Hoc Committee therefore recommends *he
termination of the investigation and the
dismisszl of all the charges levelled against
IRRI."M

The report is public record.

President Corazon C. kguino has e¥pressed her
appreciation of IRRI's key role in improving local rice
production and her desire to further strengthen links
between IRRI and the Department of Agriculture for the
benefit of rice-farming families.
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Standing members of IRRI's Board of Trustees, which
sets IRRI's policies and directs its activities, are the
Secretary of Agriculture, Secretary Carles G. Dominguez
(vice chairman), and the president of the University of the
Philippines Svstem, Dr. Jose V. Abueva.

Allegation. Through backroom politics, IRRI has made sure
that Philippine research institutions would study all crops
-- ejcept rice.

Fact. The promotion of strong national rice research
systems is one of IRRI major tasks. For example, IRRI long
advocated the establishment of the new Philippine Rice
Research Institute (PhilRice) to strengthen location-
specific research for different rice-farming environments of
the country. -

IRRI is associated with the development of dynamic rice
research systems in many Asian countries, such as
Bangladesh, Burma, and Indonesia. For example, IRRI is
currently helping develop the China National Rice Research
Institute at Hangzhou, and is training cadres of national
rice scientists in Tanzanie, Kampuchea, Vietnam, and
Madagascar and other rice-deficiit countries. More than
€,000 scientists from 80 countries have been trained a+t IRRI
during the past 25 years; about 700 have been Filipinos.

Allegation. Filipino farmers are buried in debt because of
Masagana 2¢. 1In spite of IRRI rice technology, farmers are
still poor.

Fact. This is an old issue. While it is true that many did
not pay back Philippine National Bank and Rural Bank loans,
the reasons for non-payment are varied. An increase in Trice
production does not guarantee increase in farmer's income.
This depends much on the law of supply and demand--and on
government policies affecting the price of farm production
inputs (e.¢. fértilizer) and the buying price of rice.
Government policies have artificially lowered the price fo
rice and raised fertilizer prices relative to world market
prices. It cannot be denied, that the price of rice has
declined in the 1980s. The consumer price of goods is
generally 12 times higher than in the mid 1960s, but the
price of rice has increzsed only 6 times. This means that
consumers have benefited tremendously by the new rice
technology.

Allegation.
IRRI is conducting "high risk research" wih blast fungus
that poses danger to the local rice industry.
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act.

last 1s & mejor diseazse of rainfed rice-growing areas.
ence, the breeding of varieties with built-in genetic
esistance to blast has become increasingly important --
ecause resistant varieties offer farmers protection against
iseases and insects without dependence on costly and
nvironmentally disruptive pesticides.

ut blast fungus 1s extremely variable, so it often mutates
O render resistant varieties susceptible after z few
enerations in farmers' fields. Several scientists around
he world have been conducting gepetic studies to determine
easons for this enormous variability. IRRI plant
athologists have studied the fungus to determine what
ontrols its virulence. Such research has been underway in
apan, Korea, and Teiwan, China -- all rice-growing
>untries -- for several vears.

RI obtained an official permit of the Quarantine Service
: the Philippine Bureau of Plant Industry (BPI) to work
tth certain blast strains. We have followed strict safety
1idelines for such research, and feel it is not risky.

1t 1n science the guestion is always "How safe is safe?"
RI's policy is to err on the safer side. Hence, we have
tken the following steps:

1. Ongoing research on the genetics of blast fungus
.5 ceased 1n October 1987 until the experimental protocol
id facilities are carefully reviewed with the help of
:ading scientists. ‘

2. L Biosafety Committee has been establishedqd,

chaired by Dr. D.2. Ramirez, Dean, UPLB Graduate School.
ts membership includes not only IRRI research leaders but
also Dr. Emeliano Gianzon, Director, Bureau of Plant
Ingqustry (BPI); Dr. W. Padolina, Director, national
Institutes of Biotechnology and Applied Microbiology
(Biotec); Dr. Oscar Opina, Chairman, UPLB Plant Pathology
Department; and Dr. Belen Morallo-Rejesus, Chairman UPLB
Entomology Department.

The Committee has drafted a proposal for biosafety
guidelines.

IRRI's sole interest is to assist the rice farmers of the
Philippines and other developing countries. We are, and
will continue to be, extremely cautious -~ but we would do
Third World farmers a disservice if we denied them the
benefits of the enormous progress now being made in
agricultural science and technoloagy.
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Allegation. PD 1€20 gives IRRI interna%ional staff

privileges and immunities reserved only for ambassadors.

Fact. Presidential Decree 1620 does not give IRRI any
"special" status or immunities beyono those accorded to
other internationel organizations in the Philippines, such
as the Food and Agriculture Organization, the United nations
Development Program, Or the Asian.Development Bank. Foreign
scientists at IRRI have the same status as foreign nationals
of the other internationazl organizations and are not immune
Tto Philippine law.

allegation. Farmers in the Philippines should return to
their traditional varieties.

Fact. Anyone who wants to plant traditional rices.can do
so. The Philippine Rice Research Institute obtained seeds
of 1,400 traditionel varieties from the IRRI Germplasm Bank
for mu7 tiplication and distribution to farmers. The reason
that few Ifarmers grow traditional varieties is simple: they
yield only 1 to 2 tons per hectare. &xlso, farmers can
usually plant only one crop of tradﬂtlonal varieties per
year, but they can grow two or three crops with modern
varieties. This is because traditional varieties take 150
to 170 days to mature and many are sensitive %o daylength,
which binds them to specific seasons.

The conseguence of returning to traditional varieties
1s easily predictable. The Phlllpplnes would have to import
more than USS$1 billion worpn of rice every year to avert
famine. -

How was this calculated? When modern rice varieties
were released in 1966, the Philippine population was 32
million. The average yield of rice was 1.2 ton per hectare
and annual production on 2.5 million hectares was 4 million
tons of unmilled rice. Since then, population has almost
doubled, to 58 million people, while rice land has decreased
To 3.4 million hectares. Fortunately, production has
increzsed to 9 million tons. 2 return to traditional
varieties would mean a rice deficit of 5 million tons of
unmilled rice, or 3 million tons of milled rice. Importation
of that much rice, at the current international price of
about $350/ton of milled rice would cost the Pnilippines
about $1.05 billion.

—

Expansion of rice land is not possible; virtually all
land suited for rice is already being farmed. Meanwhile,
population growth and urban expansion are steadily forcing
more land out of production.
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Allegation. Orchestratina of all the International
Agricultural Research Centers is the Consultative Group on
International Agriculturel Research (CGIAR) which represents
a global network of the multinational agribusinesses through
their "philantropic" foundations and international banks
such as the World Bank, the Asian Development Bank, and the
International Funé for Agricultural Development.

Fact. IRRI, the first of the International Agricultural
Research Centers, was established in 1960 by the Ford and
Rockeifeller foundations with the help and approval of the
Government of the Philippines. .Today IRRI is one of 13
nonprofit centers supported by the CGIAR, which was
established in 1971 jointly by FAO, UNDP, and the World
Bank.

The CGIAR is an association of about 50 donor countries
(including the Philippines), international and regional
organizations, and private foundations, advised by an
independent Technical Advisory Committee of leading
scientists from developed and developing countries.

The purpose of the CGIAR is to direct the resources of
modern biological and socioeconomic research to increase
farm productivity in the developing nations of the tropics
and subtropics. The research and training programs
undertaken by 13 CGIAR-sponsored International Agricultural
Research Centers around the world seek to arm developing
countries with superior varieties of essential crops and
improved farming systems. The crops and livestock on which
the Centers focus are the staples, representing 75 percent
of the food consumed in the developing countries.

IRRI receilves support, through the CGIAR, from a number
of donors, including the Asian Development Bank, the
European Economic community, the Ford Foundation, the
Internationzl Development Research Centre of Canadea, the
International Fund for Agricultural Development, the OPEC
Special Fund, the Rockefeller Foundation, the United Nations
Development Programme, the World Bank, and the international
ald agencies of the following governments: Australia,
Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Chine, Denmark, Finland, France,
Federal Republic of Germany, Indie, Iran, Itealy, Japan,
Republic of Korea, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway,
Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland,
United Kingdom, ané United States.

The sources from which IRRI derives its financial
support are indicatec¢ in every IRRI publication. Also, the
Annual Report and IRRI Highlights provide data on the
contributions made by different members of the CGIAR to
IRRI's budget every year.



59

These organizations provide funds to help developing
ountries feed themselves, and to become less, not more,
ependent on the developed countries and their product.

In summary, IRRI is an autonomous noncommercial,
onpolitical scientific institution governed by an
ndependent Board of Trustees. The Secretarv of Agriculture

the Philippines is the Vice-Chairman of the IRRI Board
nd the President of the University of the Philippines is a
rustee. IRRI is neither financially supported nor
nfluenced in any manner by multinational companies.
econd, IRRI's major research strategy is to substitute
arm-grown biological inputs for market purchased chemical
nputs. Finally, we work toward achievement of steady
rowtn in productivity and intensity of cropping on an
cologically sustainable basis. We are happy to show our
Oork to anyone who is interested.
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FINANCES
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Summan of financial suppon 10 IRRI core and 10 special and collaboranve projecus receved th 1987 ¢
Amount (US5)
) Special and
Lore collaborative
Unresmmicted  Restncied projeci Toal
Deuils of sources of suppon from granic -
intemauona’ Bank for keconstrucnon anc Deveiopmen; 2.100.000 2.100.000
Japanesc Govermment 5.580.934 004182 6581116
Overseas Deveiopment Admimsmanon — Unnec
Kingdom 1380113 . 1380 )1
Canadian Iniernanonal Developmen: Agency 1.350. %40 : 12351 440
Unned States Agency jor internanonal Deveiopment 4.050.140 1,447,235 5497375
Asian Development Bank 664.600 664.600
Federal kepubitc of Germany 708,738 195818 . 90< 556
Ununed vavons Deveiopment Programme 2,289 .300 6.075 2285375
Zuropean Economic Communiey 2,0%.292 2,044 202
Austrahan Government 646,185 ' 390,711 1,036,896
intemanonal Deveiopment Kesearch Cemer 58.047 562,167 620.2}4
Government of Sweoen ' 502358 502358
Government of Denmark 370,112 63,122 £33.234
Swiss Deveiopment Cooperanon 250.000 50.000 300,000
Kockeielier Foundanon 355,400 343.000 698,400
Ford Founganon - 300,000 80.000 245,000 624,000
Govzrament of Tne Nerherands S 291,754 200,897 402,651
Government of indiz 246,782 246,782
Government of Finiand 233.48] 233.48)
Government of Norway 116,669 116,669
Organizanon of Petroleum Zxporting Counmes 154.320 154320
Govemmen: of France 130,760 130,760
Ofiice of kural Development. Korez 08.000 96,000
Government of the isiamic Repubiic of iran 83.030 63.03¢
Governmen: oi the Philippines 53.530 20,132 62.662
Feopie's Repubhc of Chinz '50,000 50,000
Governmeni of Spain 30.000 30,000
Govermment of Mexico 19,446 10,246
Government of New Zealand 15025 15,025

S e e e AR
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Miscclis

Funds
inicma:
Imemna:
Resourc:
Universs
Istiuio ;
Imcmna:
Imecmnas
Maragec
Unver:
Cunson,
Intcman
UsTa A

1Q0

“Keeerr
o1 1085 7
Governm
e vane
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IRRI HIGHLIGHTS 19687 70

Amount (USS)

Core Special and
coliaboranve
Unrestncied  Kestneied proicc: Toual
Miscellancous rescarch grants 58,611 48.61)
Funds resmbursed under collaborative rescarch program
imemanonal Food Fohey Reszarch Insoruie 80,44)- 80 44}
Internanonal Center of Inseat Pnvsiologe and Ecology 81,637 81.637
Kesources Management imermanonal, Indonesiz 65.107 65,107
Unwersiry of Gressen 62.712 62712
lsuruio per iz Cmmicz Dzl Termeno 50,000 50.000
iniernanonal Femihzer Development Cenies 45.5)4 45.5)4
intermanonal Center for Living Aguanic Resources
Manapgemem 33,845 33.845
Unwersiny of Hamburg 21,163 21,163
Consorum icr Imernanonal Crop Frorecnon 16.553 16.553
intzmanonal instiuie of Tropical Agnculrure 15,642 15,642
LSDa/Umiversiry of Minncsot: 13.8)4 13.8)¢
Toal £.132870 15218264 5988700 20330843

"Receipts are accounted {oron a cash b2ois Amounis shownan boldiace Gificr from 1957 pledgzs by graniors in that they may reficct 1986
o7 1085 picdges recerved in 1087 or may not reficcr ine fuli amound of 1967 pledges wiich are anncipated 10 be received in 198E. Also. the
Govemment of France (intough ihe research orpanizanons ORSTOM and IRAT) proviged 1RR) the serices of three resident soennsts,

the vaiue of 1heir semvices cannot be ouanniice
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Annex M

AGREEMENT
BETWEEN
THE INTZRNATIONAL SZRVICEZ FDR NATIDNAL
ACRICULTURAL RESEARCH (ISRAR)
AND .
THZ JIINGDOM OF THET NEZTHIRLANDS
CONCEIRNING THI HIADOUARTERS OF 15NAR

The lntcrna:iﬁnal Service for National ASricul tural
Research and the Covernment of <he Kingdom of the

Nctherlands,

Having regard to paragraph 52 of ISNAR's Constitition,

‘Desiring to define <h= privileges and immunitics referred

to in the =aid paragraph Sz,

Have agreced as follows:
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Article 1
DEFINITIONS

For the purpoesc ol this Agreement:

(2) “ISKAR" means the International Service for National
Agricultural Research;

(b) “Sovernment” means the Gowernment of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands; T :

(c) "Swzlf Member" mecans the Director General of TSNAR and
2l)l persons assigned bv ISNAR under ISNAR stall regulations,
other than persons for supporfing services assigned to
hourly rates of pay;

(d) "Premises of ISNAR" means the buildings or parts of
buildings and the land ancillary thereto used for the
official purpose of ISNAR;

(c) »Official activities of ISNAR" means ISNAR's activities
pursuant to its Constitution and includes its administrative
‘activities. )

TArticle 2

JURIDICAL PERSONALITY

ISNAR shall posscas juridical personality. It shall in particular
huv:.thc capacity ' ' . ‘

(a) to cContracet;

(b) to acquire and dispose of Immovable and movablc'prcpcr..;

(c) to bc_alpa::y to legal proceedings.
Article 3
INVIOLABILITY OF PREMISES

The premiscs ol ISNAR shal) be inviolable subject to the
provisions .ol Articles i7 and 18 .of *“his Agreement. Any person
xuthorized to enter amy place under zny legal provision or

on the strenght of the law 2s described in the seid Article 17
sh2ll potl exercisc that authority in respect of <he premises of
I5KAR unless permission to do so has bcen given by or on behalf
of the Director General. Such pcrmissién ssall be assumed in

cane ol Tirc or other disaster requiring prompt protective action.

. /2
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1f the pecraon referred to in the second sentence of this Article
has wriTten authority given by the Public Prosecutor (Procurcur-
Generaal) in the Court of Appeal (Cercchtshof), within the
Jurisdiction of which the buildinga-~is located, <he Dir:::or

General or the person Acting on his behal? shall Sive permission
forthwith.

Article 4
"INVIOLABILITY 'OF ARCHIVES
The archives of ISNAE shall be inviolable. The tern “archives"

includes 211 records, corre=zpondence, documcnts, manuscripts,

photographs, films and recording s belonging to or held by ISNAR,

whercver located.

1. Within the limits of its official activicies ISNAR shall have!]J

T ST T e T T T e T e
lmmun;ty1£rom'3ur:sd1ct1cn‘nnd execution except:
(=) to the extent <hacs ISNAR shall have expressly wazived such
immunity in a particular casc;

{b) in respect of a civil action by a thisd party for damage
arising fromr an accident Causcd by a motor vehicle belonging
to or operazed on behall of I5NAR or in respect of = moTor,
treffic offence involving such a vehicle;s ’

(e) in respect of an eniorcement of an arbitrztion award made
under Article 192 of +this Agrcement;

(d) in the event of the atTachment, pursuant to a decision by
<he judicial avthorities, of the salaries and emoluments
owed by ISNAR to a szafl member .

2. TISNAR

R R TN

s ‘property and assets wherever situated shall be immune”

{rom any. forz of requisition

. ..
conliscetion, cxpropriation and

"
[

o —

?chucstrrtidn?'Thcy shall also be immunc from any form of
L

{
adrministrative or pProvisional judicial constrzint, except
insofrr as =2y be temporarily nNeccesseary in connection with the
prevention of, and investigation inte, accidents involving

motor vehicles belonging to, or opcrntca on behal)f of ISNAR.
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rticle 6

IXEMPTION FROM TAXE
1. ISNAR, its assaects, incomec and other property shall be exempz
from all direcct taxes. Direct taxes include income tax,
<27 .
capltal tax, corporation tax and direct tzxesx, levied by
local muthorities. It is umderstood, however,. that ISNAR will
rot claim exemption {rom taxes which are, in fact, no more

than charges for public utility services.

2. The motor vehicles registered {or ISNAR shall, on request,

be exempted {rom moter vehicle tax.

3. ISRAR =hall) be accorded a ‘refund of car tax and value added
tax payed on the purchase of motor cars, and valuc added tax
payed on the supply Af goods or services of substantial value
for official u-c.‘ISNAR shall be accorded a refund of the excise
duty element includcd,inl?h: price of'spirits and hydro-
caxrpons such as fuel olls and motor fuels purchased by ISNAR T ™
Tor official use. '

‘Arficlc 7

B .,

IMPORTS AND EXPORTS

ISNAR shall be

(a) exempt from customs duties and prohibitions and restrictions
on imports and exports in respect of articles imporicd or
cxported by ISNAR for its official use; it is understood,
bowecver, that articles importcd under such excmption will
pot be seold in the Netherlanes except under conditions
agreed to with the Government;

(b) exempt from duties and prohibitions and restrictions on
“imports =nd exporis in respect of "its publications.

- /4
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N
FUNDSE
: o]
M
K3 13 .ﬁ g
Without being restricted by f;ﬂfncgal controls, regulations
or moratoria of any kind, ISNAR may
(&) reccive and hold funds, cu;}cﬁcy, cash cr securities of
... any kind ancd opcrate ?ccou#;s in any currency;
. -0 * L.
(b) freely transf{er its imnds, «currency, cash or securities
and convert any currency becild by it inpto any other
currency. £ Q . o
r
| Article §
I . —
! . COMMUNICATIONS -
N ¥
l. For its official communications ISNAR shall enjoy <Trextment
) not less favorable than +hat accorded by the Netherlands o ’
other international organizations, PR
“ L . ceT L e
2. No censorship shall be applied to ofTicial commmunications of .
i .
.ISNAR by whetcver means . of communication.
Articzle 10
PUBLICATIDNS
The transmission of publicztions and other information meteriz)
- .
sent by or to ISRAR shall not be restricted in any way.
rticle 11
LALNCE LT
BOARD OF TRUSTEIIS AND UFFICIAL VISTITORS
| The Government shal) facilitate <he entry, stTzy and departure
©f the membrrs of *the Bonrd of Trustiees 2nd of persons attend-
ing mecctings of ISNAR or visiting ISNAR on official business.
Thc members of +he Board shzl) be accorded’ the same privileges
! /5
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in

respect el currency or cxchangec as arc accorded o .Stalf

Members of ISNAR.

Article 12

STAFF MEMBERS

Thc'Staf’ Mcmb;rs of ’ShAR shall

(a)

(b) en

(e)
{d)

(e)

1.

—._-——v-v—‘ - M
have . 1mmun1-y Lrom Ju*zsdActlon An_-respect. of words___,
spokcn or w.---cnggpd 21l acts:performed.by. thex_in theirs

Iofricza’_capaCAhy .and_within the limits of .t hc;.vau-horl-y.d
Th;s Ammunity shall not npply in the casc of a2 'motor rraffic

fcnc: commitied by a Staf{ Member, nor in the case of
camagc causcd by 2 motor -vchicle bclongzng to or driven
by a2 Stal”l Mcmbcr;

- T SN NN v e pe h e e ey e -

L_Joy'Lnu;olab _yufor~all‘th:i:_ -f151alipapcr51nnd
documents ;-

T —— e e e o e - -
:ngoyvghogc_hc* with ‘h: mcmbc*s o’ _hcl- *am:llcs“Pthc
Isame - ﬁcpa-rla fon- 'ac-ll-xcs-;n time of !internationil

L s B S .~
crises” as diplomatzic agents jr¥

be accorded “he samc privileges in resper~ of exchange
facilitics as are accorded by the Netherlands to Stasf

Mecmbers of international organizations: - - A

have the right, unless they arec Netherlands nationals, to.

import free of duty their nousehold effects and personal
belongings at the time of first taking up their functions
in the Netherlands.. The samec mpplies to the export of

the said goods on termination.

Article 13

REGISTRATIOR, PERMITS

Non-Nefherlands .StzfF Mcmbers of ISKAR

{n) shall enjoy exemption frowm aliens' registration
formalities and shall not reguire a residence permit
provided that they hold the personal identity card
referred to in paragraph 2 of 4his aArticle;
the same shllllapply %o non-Netherlands pembers of
their families forming part of their houscholés;

-

(b) shall nat reguire a work pcrml-.

Thne Stell Mewmbers ol ISNAR and non-Netherlands members of

V4

jo 8

thelir famri

/6

cs forming part of their households shall hold

T

e e e e 2. = i = . o i e e 8 —
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& pecrsonal identity carcd issued by ISNAR stating namcs,
te and placec of birth, nationality, number of passport

(aliens only), and bearing photograph and signaturec. The

identity cards shall be authenticated by the Ministry of

Foreign Al alirs of the ¥ingdom of the Netherlands.
g L
Article 14
TAXATION OF INCOME

Subject "to the conditions and following the procedure lzid
dSwn by the Board of Trustees and ngfccd with the Government
the Director G =zrz)l and the S5taff Members shall be subject to
2 tax, for thec benefit of ISNAR, on salaries and emoluments
paid by ISNAR. Frcm.thc date on which this %tax is applied

such salaries and emoluments shall bé exempt from Netherlands
income tax. .

The Government shall retain the right to take these salaries
and emoluments into account when assexsing the amount of tax

to bec mpplied to income from other sources. 1n the evers Tha—

'ISNAR Sperites & system Tor the payment-of pensions-and

annuities to its former Stafll Mcmbers and their dependents, the
provisions of this Article shall not apply to such pensions

and annuities.
Article 15
ol et =9

SOCIAL SECURTTY SCHEMT

-
Provided. ISNAR establishes its own socinl sccurity schcme or
adheres 2o a social sccurity scheme, ISNAP, the Director
General and the other Staf? Members shall ‘bc exempt {rom all
compulsory contributions Tte the Netherlands -socix) security
organizations. Conscouently, they shall not be covered against
the risks described in the Netherlands social security

regqulations,

. /7
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Article 16

PURPOSZ AND SCOPE OF PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES
1. The privileges and immunities accorded in this Agreement
‘to the Staflf Members of ISNAR arc provided solely o

ensure in xll'circums:ancq§ the unimpeded functioning of

ISNAR and the complete indepcnoence of the persons to whon— -

they are accorded.

2. The Director General has the Tight and the duty to waive

such immunities (other than his own) in any case where the
. dmmunity would impedc the courseof Justice, and where it

can.be waived without prcjudice to the dnterests of ISNAR.

in respect of the Director Generzl the Board’ of Trustees

of ISNAR has = similar right and duty.
Article 17!
COOPERATION

ISNAR shall coopermte 2t all <times with th:'Apﬁrop:iatc
Hetherlands authorities in order to facilitate the proper
administration of justice, To ensure the observance of police
regulations and regulations concerning the handling of
inflammable material, public health, labour inspectiaon and
other similar national legislation, and to prevent any abuse
of the pfivileges and immunities and facilities provided for

in this Ag;ecmcn:.
Article 18
SECURITY

The Governmen:t retazins he right to take 211 precautionary

measurcs in the interest of its sccuricy,

../8
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ticle 19

AREITRATION
-

Wherc ISNAR enters into contracts (other than contracts
concluded in accordance wzth staff regulations) ISNAR
shall include an.arbitrat 1on-cl;usq whereby any disputes
arising out of the interpretation oy execution of the
gontract may at the reguest of cither party be susmi:tcd
To private arbitration. Unless o-hcrwzsc agreed, the nrbi-
sration shall be conducted under hhc rulcs of the Nether-

lands Arbitration Institute.

ISNAR shall, x¢ the instance of the Government, submis te

arbitration any dispute

{(a) =2r-ising out of damage caunsed by ISNAER;

(b)

{c)

involving any other non—-contractuxl responsibility of
ISNAR.

inveolving a Stafr Member, and in which the pecrson
Concerned can claim immunsi Ty from jyrisdiction under
Acticle 12 if <+his 1mmun1~y iz wot wzived #n accordance
with Articzlc 1€ paragraph 2. In such disputes where the
clzaim for immunity from Jurisdiction arises under Article
i2, the recsponsibility of ISNAR sbhall in such erbitration
be substituted for that ol the person concerned,

Article 20
—_—_——a e

SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES
"

Any disputé“ between the Parties concerning the interprcta-
Tion or application of <the present Agreement which canno<
be seztled amicably, shall be submitred, at the recouest of
zZny Party To the dispg:c, To an arbitra) tribunal, composed
ol Three members. Each Party shall appcin: one =arbitrator
and thec two arbitrators thus zppointecd shzl) together

2ppoint a third arbitrator 2s thecir chairman.

--/9
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If one ol the Parties fzlls to appoint its arbitrator and

bas not proceceded to do so within two months after an

invitation from the other Party to make such an appointment
-

the latter Party may invite the President of the Interna-

tional Court of Justice to make the necessary appointment.

If the two arbitrators are unable to reach agreement, in
the two months following their appointmens, on the choice
of the third arbitrator, either Prrty may invitc.the
President of the lnternational Cours o} Justiée to make
the neceasary appointment.

Unless the Parties decide otherwise, the tribunal shall

determine its own procedurc.

‘The tribunal sbhall recach its decixzion by a majority of

cotes., A
Such decision shall be final and binding on the Parties
to the dispute.

Article 21

REPORTING ON STAFF. SITUATION

ISNAR shall communicate to the Government from time to "Time

2 list of S5talf Members,

ISNAR shall inform the Govermment of the appointment and dis-

missal of Staff Members individually.

Article 22

FINAL PROVISIONS

1. This Agreemcnt shall enter into {orce on the day of its

signature.

--/10
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2. The Agreement will remain in foree for an indefinite pcriod.
The Agrecemen< may bec terminated alfter Censultation between
the Partics hereto. -

This Agreement will avtomatizally be terminated at the dis-

solution of ISNAR.

..
MY

2. Negotiations for <he revision of and for amendments to this
Agrecement shall be conducted =zt <the rTegquest of cithes Party.
4. With respect +o the Xingdom of the Netherlands +his Agreement

will apply <o the Xingdom in Zuvrope only,
In witness whercol +he undersigned, being duly authorized
thereto, hawve signed this Acreemen<

Donec at The Rague.on 2 Junec 1880, in duplicate, in the

English language.

For the Int:rnational‘S:rvicc For <he Government of
{o National Agricul mural the Xingdom ol +the
Research (ISHAR) Nctherlands
(-, ’ /
A‘jﬁ%j;;;fii;&/‘x/’ e :::f%;?{ b a5, <;:———_
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AGREIZEMEINT BETWEEN THEL GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF COLOMBIA
AND THE
CENTRO INTERNACIONAL DE AGRICULTURA TROPICAL (CIAT)

The Government of ths Republic of Colombia and the Centro Internacional

de Agricultura Tropical (CIAT),

WHZRZAS:

1. The Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research
(CGIAR) is a group of national governments, multilateral aid
agencies, private foundations and other corporations that have
contributed to the cstablishmcnt. of 2 network of international
agricultural research centers and provided support to said system for
the purpose of increasing agricultural production throughout the

developing world.

2. The three co-sponsors of the CGLAR are the lnternational Bank
for. Rcconstructic_)x_i and Development (IBRD), tbe Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the United Nations

Development Programme (UNDP).

3. The Centro Internacional de Agricultura Tropical (CIAT) is
establisbed in Colombia under an agreement made between the
Rockeieller Foundation and the Government of Colombia on November
10, 1967; and both CIAT and its international scientific and
international personne] have enjoied the privileges, prerrogatives. and

exemptions granted therein by Decree 301 of March 7, 196E.

4. The Cepntro Internacionz]l de Agricultura Tropical (CIAT) is a
private nponprofit organization, registered under Public Deed No.

4717, ozated October 1B, 1967, at the Third Notary Public's Office in
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Bogoti, and was recognized as a jcgal corporation by Resolution No.
4939 of the Ministry of Justice dated December 4, 1967,

5. CIAT operates as an internationa) agricultural research center
within the CGIAR system with the mandate to carry out research on
problems of tropical agriculture fer the bencfit of Colombia and

other developing countries,

6. The Government of Co]onﬁbia"and the co-sponsors, in 2 memoran-
dum signcd on October 12, 1983 upon the occasion of the tanth
anniversary of the inauguration of CIAT's permanent headguarters,
expressed their special intsrest in CIAT's continuing to carry out its
activiti=s satisfactorily and their belief that it is essentia) that CIAT
bave the status and characteristics appropriate to its international
mandate, to its international sources of financing, and to the

internationa] character of its staff.

7. The International Bank for Reconstruction and Development
(IBRD) and the United N=ztions Development Frogramme (URDP), by
2greement signed in Washington (United States) on May 28, 1986
iounded the Centro lntcmaﬁioﬁa] de Agricultura Tropical (CIAT) with
iegal capacity and intermational status, with the intention that ClAT,
2s reierred to in paragraph 3 of this Agreement, continue .its
existence and o:t;:.riﬁons with headguarters in Colombia, under the

terms of tbe newly constituted CIAT, which has legal capacity and

internatianal statuvs.

E. CIAT's Act of Constituion signed by the IBRD and UNDP,
spulates that CIAT enter into an agreement with the Government cof
Colombia that will regulate the continued existence of CIAT in
Colombia with its bpew legal capacity and recognition of its,

international status.
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NOW TEZREZFORZ:

The Government of the Republic of Colombia and the Centro

Internacional de Agricultura Tropical (ClAT) agree to the {ollowing:

ARTICLE ONE

(2) By means of this Agreement, the Government of Colombia grants
.pcrmancnt headouarters in’ its territory to the Centro Internacional de
Agricultura 'Iz;opica] (CIAT); and =2s 2 contribution to the accomplishment
of its fundamental objectives, guarantees the continuity of the facilities

and privileges established by the present Agreement.

(b) The Government of Colombia recognizes the Centro Internacional
de Agricultura Tropical (CIAT) as an independent, nonprofit organization
of internaional character, with legal capadty, with international sources of

funding.

(c) In this Agreement, the expression “artermmationaliy recroited
staif" refer to high-level scientific, technical and administrative staff who,
in accorcdance with CIlAT's polit;_i'cs,' are contracted undcr,intérnaﬁonal

status.

ARTICLE TWO

CIAT sball disseminate, by the means it decos most appropriate, the
technology genecrated by its scientists. The Ministry of Agriculture and
specizlized insHtutions dcdicatca to agricultural research and_ developmant,
such as the Instituto Colombiano Agropecuario (ICA), the FeQeracion Ade
Arroceros (Fedezrroz), the Federacién de Cafeteros, etc. shall have access

to CIAT-generated technology in their arcas of interest. CIAT shall grant

admission in its training programs to Colombian proisssionals. For this

purpose, CIAT may ecstablish agreements or contracts with Colombian

entities,
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ARTICLE THREZ

In accordance with the Agreement signed between the IBRD and UNDP
(Article Seven, Paragraph 1), which stipulates that the country hosting
CIAT shall have representatives on ClAT's Board of Trustees, to be
selected by the host country and ClAT, the present Government of
Colombia and CIAT deem it desirable to continue the arrangement whereby
the jollowing Colombian citizens shall be ex officio members of ClAT's
Board of Truste=s: the Minister of Agriculture, the Director General of the
Instituto Colombiano Agropecuario, (ICA), and the Rector of the

Universidad Nacional de Colombia. A fourth Colombian member shall be

ireely elected by the Board of Trustees.

ART'CLE FOUR

The GoVernwent” of  Colombia” grants “the following “privileges ..and

immunities to.ClAT-in _the territory of Colombia:

1. Premises

The premises where CIAT has its headguarters in the
municipality of Palmira and the residence of the Director General in
Cali shall be inviolable. For this purpose CIAT shall present the

required documentation to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

2. Archives

The archives of CIAT shall be inviolable. The term *archives®
shall include, inter 2lia, 2l financial and other records,
correspondence, documc-_nf;s, manuscripts, photographs, films, and

‘recordings belonging to or beld by ClAT, on the premises referred to

in Section 1 of this Article.

3. Immunities
(a) Within the limits '.of.'it_s' ofﬁcial"a:ﬁviti;s;" CIAT 'shall have’

immunity from jurisdiction and execution, except:
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(1) to the extent that ClAT shall have expressly wajved
such immunity in a particular case:

(2) with regard to a civil action by a third party for
damages zrising f{rom an accident caused by 2 motor vehicie
belonging to or operated on behzl{ of ClAT, or with respect
to 2 motor traffic violation_involving such a vehicle; and

(3) in the event of an ecmbargeo, pursuant to = decision by
the judicial authorities, of the salaries and emojumenls owed
by CIAT to z staf{ member. .

(b) Subject to paragraph (a) (3) above, ClAT‘s”propcrty‘andd
othcr .2ssets’ shall. be. immune. Jfrom Tany  {orm - of I‘CQUISlt]ODT:;’_'
r"_t_:onpscabonT‘:’J‘:I‘JJ:éonéb&:}akhzga—-_s?&i-cstrahon. {They shall also bc
;;m_g:ung_?ilrom.__. any T {iorm " of “ddministrative O*"\—I‘)’;D;-I—S“]O;IETUO)CJEJ'“‘
:'__c’o‘ﬁs_tralnt}' except insofar 2s may be temporarily necessary in
connection with the prevention of, and investigation into, accidents

involving motor vehicles belonging to or onerated on behalf of CIAT.

4, Taxes

(2) CIAT as a Jegal corporation, its assets, income and
expenditures, and all operations and transﬁctions engaged in or
periormed by CIAT in i)u.rsuif of its objectives, shall be exempt from
2! kinds of taxes, direct or indirect, assessments, *levies,
contributions, and charges against persons, objects or activities,
whct'hc_:' Jevied by the Nation, (departamentos), Municipalities or
decentrzlized insHtulions, regerdless of their purpose or destination.
The foregoing s";za._ll not 2pply to charges for public services.

(b) To implement the provisions of the foregoing Section (4)

aragraph (z), tbe Government shall make appropriate arrangements

‘U

or reimbursing CIAT for such (indirect) taxes as may be included in

LAY

the purchase price of goods or services purchased by CIAT in

pursuit of its objecHves,

5. Imports and exports

(2) In addition to the disposifions of the foregoing Section,
CIAT shall be exempt from customs duties under the terms of Detiee

3312 of November 14, 1985 and the rules that complement or modify
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it; and tbe prohibitions and restrictions on imports and exports of
articles imported and exported by CIAT to carry out its operations.

(b) CIAT may import, frec of customs duty, the wvehicles
nesded for its official use, or for the use of its international staff.
Such vehicles srall be imported and regist=red in the name of CIAT.
The number of vehicles in its {leet shal) b:.cqua] to that registered
in the name of CIAT with the Office of the General Director of
Protocol of the Ministry of Foreign Afiairs at the time of the signing
of this Agreement. Herecafter, all additional vehicles shall be justified
by mezns of a2 petitory memorandum addressed to the General Director
of Protocol. ; .

The policy for the importation and sale of vehicles that are the
property of CIAT, as well as the registration and assignation of
license plates, shall be the same as that established for Technical
Missions under Decree No. 232 of 1967 and other applicable
regulabons. ‘ )

(c) Without restricting the generality of the foregoing, CIAT
shall be authorized to import and export such biological materials as
may be required by CIAT for its scientific research, subject to the
guarantine and inspection laws and rc‘gulaf_ions of Colombia, in order
to prevent the introduction into the country or export of serious
diseases or pests; the Govermnment of Colombia shall zssure the
prompt and expediBious inspection of all such materials. In
application of the‘}orcgoing, the Ministry of Agriculture of Colombia
shall instruct the Sanitary and Customs authorities in Colombia to
aliow firee mow'éxﬁént of CIAT's seeds and genetic materials w.ithin
Colombia. For export purposes, CIAT sball present only the bill of
lJading to thz corresponding authorifies. ClAT shall be exempt from
the requisite of re 'istcring'th: exportation.

(d) The Office of the Director General of Customs in Colombia
shall facilitate th+ nationalization of the vehicles and goods consigned
to CIAT, including the bouschold effects of CIAT's international
staff. '

Likcwiﬁc, to facilitate the importations to which this Agreement
refers, no priof license shall be reguired, sufficing the presentation

of the Bill of Lading to the customs authorities upon arrival of the
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merchandise to Colombian ports as the only document reguired to
obtain its prompt nationalization. Automotive vehicles shall be
governed by the dispositions found in Section 5 (b) of this article.

To facilitate the importation and relezse of goods imported by the
Centro Internacional de Agricultura Tropical (C1AT), the Center shall
maintain a qualificd Customs Deposit within its installations in Palmira.
Likewise, the Customs authorities ‘shal] authorize the rapid transfer
of any poods arriving for CIAT at any Customs offices in the country
to the ClAT Deposit. The C:ntro Internacional de Agricultura

Tropical shall be responsible jor sa.xd transier.

6. Funds and Assets

(a) With no restrictions 2s to financial controls, regulations, or
moratoria of any kind, CIAT shall be able to:

(1) receive and hold its funds in any currency, in cash,
or securifies of any kind, and manage accounts in any
currency;

(2) freely transier such funds and convert them into any

' type of currency whensoever it deems Nnecexsary.

(b) At tbe reguest of CIAT, the Government of Colombia shall
assist CIAT in obtaining the most favorable mndiﬁqps ior CIlAT's
transactions in exchange of foreign currency for Co)or:nbian currency
and vice versa.

(¢) The Centro Interpacional de Agricultura Tropical (CiAT)
shall be able to receive donations from Colombian entities and
persons, wh.u:h wﬂl qualify for tributary discounts and bcncﬁts for
those who make tm:m In accordance with the conditions rcguxatcd by
the legal dispositians in force at the time of the donation, thereby
enabling CIAT to issue the corrcspondi;ng certificates of donation
valid for tributory efiects. .

(d) Receive and acquire through dopations, concessions,
exchanges, commodates, beguests, transfers, purchase or lease-
whether it be in the form of property, écposits, contributions of
personal property or real estate, by any person, firm or entity,

including funds and valuable effects—that may be regquired by CIAT
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to carry out its goals and objecBbives; and possess, operat=, use and

dispose of these same properties and goods in any form.

7. Communications

For its official communications and publications, CIAT shall enjoy
treatment no less {avorable than tha! accorded to other international

organizations by the Government! of Colombia.

g. Publications

CIAT shall be free to publish and disseminate the results of its
research and other informational material related to its work without
restriction. CIAT publications shall enjoy the postal rates within the
territory of Colombia equal to those pranted to other publications of

the same nature.

9. Employment policies

(a) CIAT snall be fr=e to establish such employment policies

and conditions for its internationally recruited staff as shall be
appropriate to permit CIAT to employ apd retain -such—stzff em- e
international basis, without discrimination as to nationality or origin
or zny consideraBion other than gualifications and experience. The
rights anc obligations of such staf{ zccredited before ‘t_hc Ministry of
Foreign Affairs pursuamt to Article Four, Section 13, paragraph (z)
shall be gov:ﬁwcd exclusively by the terms and conditions established
by CIAT.

(b) Employees and workers of CIAT, other than the
internationally z-l.::t::'uitcd staff referred to in paragraph (a) Iabov:,
shall be subject to Colombian lJabor law. With respect to such
personnel, CIAT shall co;:nply with Colombian legislation CGVL*ing
. minimum wages, extra pay for night work, rest on Sundays and
bolideys, income tax, and inscription of said personne] in th;
Colombian Social Security Institute. I{ is understood that CIAT shall
not wake contributions to The Nazational Apj-brtntjccship Service (SENA)
because this is a tax from which CIAT is exempt pursuant to Article.

Four, Scction 4 of this Agreement.
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ClAT, tbhe international organization, shall assume all the
Labilities arising from labor contracts that are currently the
responsibility of ClAT, the Colombian corporation, which is the

subject of Whereas clause three of this Agreement.

10. Board of Trustees

(2) Those members of the Board of Trustees who are n.ot
Colombian citizens shall enjoy the privileges and immunities described
in paragraphs (a)(1), (a)(2), (b)(l) and (b)(2) of Section 13 of this

Arficle.

ll. Director Generzl
(a) The Director General of CIAT, if he is not a2 Colombian

citizen, shall bave the status of Chief of International Technical

Mission and chre;antative of an International Organization and shall,
therefore, enjoy tbe privileges and immunities set forth in Article

8(z) of Decree No. 3135 of 1956 and Decree No. 232 of 1967 of the

Government of Colombia.

(b) The Chairman of the Board of Trustces of GIAT chall
inform the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in each case, of the name of
thz person designated to occupy said position.

(c) The Director General of CIAT shall duly notify the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of the pame of the person(s) who rc}.alace him in
the performance of his dufies in the event of his tewmporary absence.

(d) The Director General shall register his signature and those
of other admini.ét;aﬁve personnel whom he zuthorizes to sign r‘outinc
docuwents before the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, as well as
applications for visas, issuance of documents of identity, drivers'

licenses, etc.

12. Vises

Applications for wisas for technical a2nd scientific personnel,

2ssigned to service at CIAT, foreign Board of Trustee members, and

technicians 2nd scientists who participate in training programs,
seminars, or conferences, shall be presented to the Visa Division of

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs by the Director of the Center or his
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representative, witbout having to attach the Special Form of the
Rotating Fund, but accompanicd by a resumé of the applicant and
description of the work to be done in the country and the duration of
stay.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs shall grant the corresponding
visas, exempt from taxes, and shal) facilitate the entry into the
country of the Center's staff members, their spouses and children.
Foreign personne] with permanent contracts, as well as their spouses
and children, s3hall be ygranted service visas {or onec (1) year,
extendable for wqual periods until the mission terminates.
Professionals who come to collaborate on scientific research,
participate i~ !raining programs or as visiting researchefs for periods
greater than threes (3) months, shall be given 2 Service Visa for =z
period of ‘ten (10) months, extendable, with no rights for personal
imports. Their spouses and children shall be given the same visa for
the same period.

Scientific researchers and students, foreign members of CIAT's
Board of Trustees, pazrticipants in intermaBonal seminars or
distinguished visitors who come for period up to three—-(3) monihe
shall be given 2 Courtesy Visa for the term of their stay, extendable
for one (1) additional month, ‘prior request by the Director General of
the Center, |

The visa policy established under this Agreement can be modified
by complementary .agreements subscribmd to by the Government of

Colombia and CIAT.

13. Internationally Recruited Staff
(a) Al infernationally recruited staff iembers of CIAT/ shall be

accredited before the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and shall enjoy the
following privileges:
(1) !immunity from jurisdic"tion with .respect’.to all words’
ispoken or written and all acts performed by~them in t’n‘ci_x:'
oificial capacity and within the limits of their authority;
(Z)- inviolability f all their official documents;

it

(3) exemption from payment of taxes, tributes or duties on

national .and internztional travel fares paid in connection
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with the exercise of their official duties and of taxes upon
entry into and departure from the Colombian territory; and
(4) wutilization of official vehicles for personal use.

Internationally recruited non-Colombian staff members of

CIAT “shall enjoy the following additiona) privileges and immunities:

(1) i_n’{mAunity irom personal arrest 'and__.dct'cptipp_;w;’

(2) excmption from incéme tax and surtaxes on fees,
salaries and emoluments paid to them by CIAT;

(3) exemption from all personal service of a civic nature;

(4) ‘exemption from registration as foreigners and from

‘immigration restrictions on them and their Gependent family

members; y

(5) ireedom to keep their personal accounts in foreign
currency and to exchange, through authorized entities,
foreign currency into Colombia currency, and to withdraw

all balances in foreign currency at any time during and at

‘the end of, their service to CIAT;

(6) the same repatriation {facilities and the same rights to
protection by the Colombian authorities for themselves and.
their dcpcndcnt family members, zs are enjoysd by the

members of diplomatic missions of forecign countries during
periods of international tension, or internal or international

hosHiities;

(7) "the right to import free of customs duties their

bouschold effects and personal belongings upon their arrival
in Colombiz and to export said goods upon terminaBion of
their ."Znission here, within six months of their arrival in or
departure ifrom the same; :

(8) when such' an internationally rcr:ruitc_d staff member
has completed four (4) confinuous years of service to CIAT
and thbe Director General considers that his contract shal

continue for an indefinite period, the Director General may

reQuest permission from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, for

‘said staff member to renew his personal houschold efiects.

by importing them free of consular, customs and other

duties;
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(8) at the discretion of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
upon prior petition by the Director Gencral, CIAT may
introduce into Colombia, free of customs and additional
duties, cesrtain articles for exclusive personal use or private
consumption, such as foodstufis, spirits, medicines, ctc.,
and

(10) an appropriate visa, a driver's license issued by the
Ministry of roreign Afifairs for the technician and his
family, and an identity card or cards attesting to his
association with CIAT, for purposes of applying the

privileges and immunities recognized under this Agreement.

The identification card issued by the Ministry ol Foreign Affairs
for non-Colombian internationally recruited staff and their families,
shall serve for purposes of full identification before 21l Colombian

authorifbies.,

14. Ilmplementation
(a) For the purposc of granifing each mmisrnatienaly rmh:d
staff{ member of CIAT the privileges and immunities set forth in this

Agreement, the Director General of CIAT or his representative shall
furnish the Ministry of Foreign Affairs individual applications, giving
the pname of tbe staf{ member and his dependents, 2 brief description
of the staf{ member's gualifications and experience, and the work he

will do, and the expected duration of the staff member's employment.
(b) In -order to cxtcnd the =zforementioned privileges and

immunities to tbc members of CIAT's Board of Trustees, of the
Director Geoerz]l or his representative shall provide to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs z list of the Colombian and non-Colombian members of
~ the Board and sball update this Iist ycar]}:.

(c) The same st;:ps shall be taken by the Director General of
CIAT or his representative before tbe Ministry of Foreign Affairs to
obtain the respective visas, cxecmptions from immigration and
departure taxes, and other fadlities for entering the country for

iellowship bolders, temporary consultants, conference participants,
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the immediate family of 2 non-Colombian Board member accompanying

the Board member, and official visitors.

15, Waiver of immunity

The Director General of CIAT shall be abie to and should waive

the immunity of any internationally recruited staff in any case where,
in his opinion, the immunity would impede the course of justice, and

the waive can be made without impairing the interests of ClAT.

ARTICLEZ FIVE

The provisions oi this Agreement shall be implemented by virtue of
pertinent .measures on the part of the Government of Colombia. The
parties to this hereby recognize tpat the implementation and application of
these provisions shall require the Government and CIAT to carry out
consultations directly on a regular basis and agree that problems arising in
relaion to the interpretation or application of the privileges and immunities
:refcrrcd- to bherein shall be discussed, consiered o Eerftied - 2o

appropriate, by tbe Covermment of Cclombia and CIAT.

ARTICLE SIX

ClAT, as a .legal intermational entity, shall be independent of 'thc
organizations that established it. Accordingly, neither IBRD or UNDP,
nor any other mcmb;:' of the CGIAR shzll be liable for any of ‘the
obligations contracted by CIAT.

ARTICLE SEVEN

When +*his Agreement enters into efiect, CIAT with'LegaJ Capacity
4939, granted on 4 .December 1967 by the Ministry of Justice of Colombiz,
shall be dissolved and all its assets and liabilities shall be transferred to

the newly created CIAT with international status.



-14-

88
ARTICLZ ZIGET

1. This Agrecment shall enter into cfiect thirty days after the
Government of Colombia has notified ClAT that said Agrécmcnt bas
received the approval of the Colombian Congress.

2. This Agreement sball remain in force until one of the following

events occurs, whichever shall be first:

(a) one year after the Government of Colombia or CIAT shal)
have notified the othcr‘:af the termination of the Agreement;
or

(b) the date upon which a2 resolution shall have been taken to

dissolve CIAT in accordance with its statutes.

Upon termination of this Agreement and once resolution to
dissolve the Center has been adopted statutorily, CIAT shall proceed
with the liquidation of the Center's assets; and afler 21} debts have
besn paid, .a.ny remaining assets in Colombia shall be transferred to
other nonprofit Colombian institutons .dedicxted to rescarédr, Bdosatiom
or extension that CIAT and the Ministry of Agriculture deem most

appropriate.

IN WITNESS THEREQF, the parties to this Agreement, acting
through their duly authorized, legitimate representatives, hereby sign
this Agreement in their respecHve names.

Done in Bogoti, on the fifth da; of May of nineteen hundred

eighty—-seven (1987) in two copies, egually valid.

FOR THE GOYERNMENT Or COLOMBIA: FOR CIAT:

JULIO LONDORO PAREDES JOHN L. NICKEL

Ministro de= Relaciones Exteriores Director General



