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Report to the IRRI Board of Trustees
 
on the Political Problems in the Host Country
 

It all began on August 26, 1987, when
 
Mr. Emerlito S. Borromeo, an *IRRI research assistant,
 
Plant Pathology Department, 4ave a seminar on the
 
genetics of virulence of the rice blast fungus based on
 
findings in actual experiments made at IRRI. In a few
 
days, UPLB professors reacted by pointing out the-dangers
 
of such an experiment.
 

Although IRRI scientists assured UPLB professors

that necessary precautions were taken to prevent any
 
escape of virulent strains of the rice blast to the
 
surrounding rice fields, the concerns of the science
 
community outside IRRI mounted. To appease the UPLB
 
professors and administrators, Dr. M.S. Swaminathan, who
 
was then the IPRI Director General, stopped the
 
experiments on the rice blast on September 10, 1987.
 

On October 12, UPLB and IRRI signed a Memorandum of
 
Agreement which set up an IRRI-UPLB Committee 
 on
 
Biosafety (see Annex A)
 

On October 15, 1987, the Department of Agriculture,
 
UPLB, and IRRI made a joint statement on "High Risk"
 
Research in Rice (see Annex B). The joint statement
 
explained why research on the genetics of rice blast
 
fungus was necessary, why importation of the rice blast
 
fungus from the USA had to be made, and what
 
precautionary measures were taken by the IRRI scientists.
 
The joint statement emphasized the need *to solve some
 
difficult rice production problems through the
 
application of modern research tools without risks. The
 
setting up of a National Committee on Safety in
 
Biological Researches was strongly suggested.
 

Despite the decision of the IRRI Director General to
 
stop the IRRI rice blast fungus experiments on
 
September 10, 1987, a chain of events followed:
 

o 	 October 13, 1987 - The Manila Standard carried
 
a news item: "Laurel wants probe on IRRI
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researches". 
 Senator Sotero Laurel 

reference to the "high risk" 

made
 
alleged 	 research
 

at IRRI.
 

o 	 Late in October, 1987 - House 
 Resolution
 
No. 416 was approved, creating a Congressional

Committee to into the
look "high risk
 
researches" of IRRI.
 

o 	 November 24, 1987 
 - The ist Congressional

hearing was held, but this 
was cut short due to
other engagements . of the Chairman,

Hon. 	Congressman Ramon Legaspi.
 

o 	 On January 23, 1988 - The first Senate hearing

was held. Again, Dean D.A. Ramirez and Dean
 
R.L. Villareal represented UPLB.

Dr. Rubean Aspiras and 
 Dr. Oscar Zamora were
 
also present, not necessarily as UPLB
 
representatives. 
 Prof. Birosel, as expected,

did not 
 fail to attend. 
 F.A. 	Bernardc
 
represented the IRRI Director 
General. The
discussion on 
"high risk" research was similar
 
to that in the Congressional hearing.
 

o 
 February 23, 1987 - The 2nd Congressional

hei.ring was conducted. As the
in first

hearing, Dr. F.A. Bernardo 
 represented IRRI.
 
This time he was accompanied by Drs. T.W. Mew,

H. Leung, T.R. Hargrove, B.M. Shepard;

B.S. 	Vergara, and Atty. Z.Q. Pizarro. Pean 
D.A.

Ramirez (Graduate School) Dean
and R.L.

Villareal (College of Agriculture) represented

UPLB. Dr. Ruben Aspiras (UPLB professor) and

Prof. -Roger Cuaresma Birosel were behind
 
Rep. G. Andolana on the offensive. Annex C is
 
a paper written 
by Birosel on the subject of
 
high risk research at IRRI.
 

The main allegations of IRRI's critics were:
 

J) 	 IRRI's 
import permit from BPI Quarantine
 
was for type culture, not hybridization
 
experiments;
 

2). IRRI did not request permission from any
government agency 
to do such high risk
 
research; and
 



3) IRRI institutionalized 
 its influence on
 
the national rice industry through

membership in the government seed board.
 

Facts:
 

1) The BPI Plant Quarantine Service issued 
a
 
permit 
to IRRI tO import the strains of

the rice blast fungus from the USA. The
 
purpose 
stated in the import permit was
 
"for laboratory experiment".
 

2) So far, there is no existing government

policy requiring IRRI to request from any 
government agency permission to conduct
 
any so-called high risk 
 research.
 
Therefore, how could be to
IRRI expected 

secure government approval?
 

3) The IRRI Director General is only of
one 

the over one dozen members of the
 
Philippine Seed Board. Moreover, 
 the
 
Philippine Seed Board only acts on
 
recommendations made by the 
rice technical

committee composed of scientists from the
 
Department of Agriculture experiment

stations, UPLB and other state colleges

and universities, PCARRD, and IRRI.
 

7fter the publi.c hearing, the Congressional

Committee made Committee Report 
No. 137 drawing its

conclusions and recommendations (see Annex D).
 

The Congressional Committee requested IRRI to
 

1) Monitor rice blast 
 disease incidence
 
around the Institute (see Annex E for the
 
-report of 
Dr. T.W. Mew, Head, Department
 
o Plant Pathology, indicating no
 
incidence of rice blast within and outside
 
the IRRI farm).
 

2) 
 Show evidence that similar experiments are
 
not banned in the 
USA and other countries
 
(see Annex F for F.A. Bernardo's report

showing 
 published and unpublished

scientific papers based 
on rice blast
 
experiments done in the USA, France,
 
Japan, and Korea).
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o 	 In February 1988 - Senators Lina, Jr., Aquino,
and Estrada authored two Senate Resolutions as 
follows: 

Senate Resolution No. 104
 
"Creating an ad hoc committee to
 
conduct a review of the programs
 
and policies - of the
 
International Rice Research
 
Institute, its Charter and
 
Presidential Decree No. 1620"
 
(see Annex G), and
 

Senate Resolution No. 105
 
"Directing the Senate to create 
an ad hoc committee to formulate
 
guidelines on foreign-funded
 
research activities in all
 
disciplines" (see Annex H).
 

o 	 Also in February 1988 - Senators Laurel,

Aquino, and Lina introduced a Senate Bill
 
"Creating the National Biosafety Board 
 and
 
defining its scope, functions and power" (see
 
Annex I).
 

o 	 On August 30, 1988 - The second Senate hearing 
was held with about the same participants,
 
except that Dean 
Ramirez and Dean Villareal
 
were not present, and F.A. Bernardo was
 
accompanied 
 by Dr. Leo Gonzalez,
 
Dr. Fernando Carifio, Dr. Paul S. Teng, and
 
Atty. Z.Q. Pizarro.. Messrs. Constantino and
 
R. Modina represented certain NGOs.
 

The hearing revolved around IRRI's "high­
input technologies" and P.D. 1620.
 
Mr. NIodina's paper (see Annex J) states:
 

"It is immoral to grant 
protection and immuhity to 
foreign scientists who conduct 
experiments that may pose 
dangers to our agricultural
 
ecology and its human
 
population. The immunity to
 
IRRI as provided for in PD 1620
 
violates and makes a mockery of
 
the sovereignty of the Republic
 



of the Philippines comparable to
 
the issue of the U.S. bases here
 
in the country."
 

"IRRI does not serve the 
interest of the Filipinos. It 
served the interest of 
Mr. Marcos before, when the IRRI 
technology was hastily
 
propagated in the country. It
 
also serves the interests of
 
MNCs whose products are required 
as input of the HYNs they 
promote nationwide." 

Mr. Constantino joined the hassle by
pointing out that Dr. Nyle Brady, in an 
interview which was published in Economic 
Impact, stated: 

"There .s a key role for the
 
United States to play, a role that in
 
the long run will be to our
 
advantage. This is one aspect that I 
think is sometimes forgotten. Those 
countries that we assisted in 
developing their agricultural sectors 
10, 15 or 20 years ago are now 
countries that are buying our
 
agriculturai products, and they will
 
continue to buy our agricultural and
 
other products."
 

IRRI prepared a position paper, copies of 
which were distributed (see Annex K).
 
Dr. Carifo explained IRRI's activities with the
 
Department of Agriculture in promoting IPM and
 
Dr. Gohzalez explained the importance of
 
government policies on prices of inputs,
 
particularly fertilizer.
 

Dr. Aspiras pointed out that the immunity
 
granted to IRRI by P.D. lu20 is too broad and
 
could be abused. He referred to a section of
 
P.D. 1620 which states:
 

"The Institute shall enjoy
 
immunity from any penal, civil and
 
administrative proceedings, except
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insofar as that immunity has been
 
expressedly waived by the Director
 
General of the Institute or his
 
authorized representatives."
 

Mr. Constantino said that the Director
 
General appears to be more powerful than the
 
Supreme Court.
 

Atty. Pizarro assured the Senate Committee
 
that in IRRI's many years of existence since
 
P.D. 	1620 was approved in 1979, the Institute
 
has never abused its immunity. The immunity is
 
meant to serve the 
interest of the institute
 
and not intended for the personal benefit of
 
the officials. Article 10 of P.D. 1620 states:
 

"The privileges and immunities
 
provided for this decree are not
 
intended for the personal benefit of
 
the officials of the Institute. They
 
are accorded solely in order to
 
ensure in all circumstances the free
 
operation of the Institute and the
 
complete freedom of its officials."
 

Senator Butz Aquino, Chairman of the
 
Senate Committee on Science and Technology, who
 
presided over the hearing, gave the IRRI
 
representatives ample time to present 'IRRI's
 
side.
 

While IRRI representatives scored points and made a
 
strong defense, the Institute is obviously in the "thick
 
and thin" of a propaganda warfare. Our critics made
 
sweeping allegations and conclusions based on half-truths
 
and statements'quoted out of context (such as that of
 
Dr. Brady's statement). The general public who does 
not
 
know any better believes the allegations. Even UPLB
 
professors and students are now believing that IRRI's
 
rice 	technology has not benefited the* small farmers 
2.nd
 
not a few think that IRRI's status in the Philippines,

like the U.S. bases, should be reconsidered.
 

Recommendations
 

1. 	 Through all the years, IRRI has played a low
 
profile. It should step up its public
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information drive as 
to keep the public 
research activities. 

it has been doing recently
better informed about its 

2. IRRI's defense should begin at the home front. 
The internationally and nationally recruited 
scientists and the administrative and support
staff who have worked -at IRRI for many years
know that IRRI has been breeding varieties with 
a wide spectrum of resistance to insect pests
and diseases and has been promoting IPM which 
does not serve the interests of chemical 
companies. IRRI staff should be organized to 
defend IRRI against the vilification made by 
its critics. 

3. The information campaign should target the Los
Bahos science community just to make sure UPLB,
FORI, PCARRD, etc. are well informed about 
IRRI's research activities which promote less
dependence on chemical pesticides and 
encourages the use of biofertilizers as a 
substitute to commercial inorganic fertilizer. 

4. We should seek the help of professional
organizations, farmers' associations, rice 
consumers, and other advocacy groups who 
believe in the IRRI cause to express their 
support in writing so that we may have a broad 
spectrum of defense. 

The semidwarf modern rice varieties are 
not an exclusive IRRI technology. UPLB and BPI 
have its own modern rice varieties. An attack
against- IRRI technology is also an attack 
against UPLB and BPI varieties. The Los Bahos 
science community should therefore be 
mobilized. 

5 A documentation of all the allegations of 
IRRI's critics and the corresponding facts 
should be published in" a booklet and 
disseminated. The DG has assigned this to CPM,
(see Annex L for the first draft). 

6. If the Senate and House Committees on Science 
and Technology wish to amend P.D. 1620 just to 
make the IRRI immunity provisions more specific
and eliminate any fear -- however unfounded . 
that this could be abused by IRRI, we should 
extend our cooperation. Should revisions be 



necessary, all effcrts must be made to ensure
 
that the immunities and privileges given to
 
IRRI are no less than those are normally given
 
to international development agencies like FAO
 
and UNDP.
 

The Charters of CIAT, ISNAR and other
 
international centers utder the CGIAR have more
 
specific immunity provisions which could be
 
used as models (Annex M).
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Memorandum between Annex A
 

The International Rice Research Institute (IRRI)
 

and
 

The University of the Philippines at Los Banos (UPLB)
 

Subject: Setting up of an 
IRRI-UPLB Committee on Biosafety
 

Modern biotechnology research is.providing powerful analytical and
 

experimental tools which, if used carefully, would help in improving the
 

productivity, profitability, stability, and sustainability of major
 

farming systems. Some research approaches may however involve risks and
 

hence there is need for caution both in the selection of research areas
 

and experimental procedures. 
 In order to ensure that the maximum
 

possible benefit is derived from new research tools without risks, IRRI
 

and UPLB have decided to set up a Joint Committee on Biosafety with the
 

following terms of reference:
 

1. 	 To review proposals submitted by IRRI and TJPLB scielLtists for
 

initiating experiments which require special safety arrangements
 

and recommend either approval or rejection by the head of the
 

institution;
 

2. 	 To provide guidelines for experimental protocols in cases
 

where a proposed experiment is 
considered to be potentially
 

beneficial;
 

3. 	 To keep in touch with the biosafety regulations in force in
 

developed countries in order to 
 formulate and introduce
 

appropriate guidelines for biotechnology research in IRRI and
 

UPLB;
 

4. 	 To serve as 
a clearing house of information on experimental
 

procedures involving recombinant DNA technology; and
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5. To review from 
 time to time ongoing experiments in
 

biotechnology, particularly those 
involving fungal, bacterial
 

and viral pathogens, 
insect pests and recombinant DNA to
 

ensure 
that the highest standards of safety are maintained.
 

The composition of the IRRI-UPLB Biosafety Committee will be as
 

follows:
 

Chairperson: Dr. Dolores A. Ramirez, Dean, Graduate School, UPLB
 

Members: 
 Dr. Emiliano Gianzon, Director, Bureau of Plant
 
Industry
 

Dr. William Padolina, Director, BIOTECH
 

Dr. Oscar Opina, Chairman, Plant Pathology, UPLB
 

Dr. Belen R. Rejesus, Head, Entomology, UPLB
 

Dr. Bonifacio T. Mercado, Director, Institute of
 
Biological Sciences, UPLB
 

Dr. Reynaldo E. de la Cruz, Forestry
 
Dr. Fernando Sanchez, Director, NCPC, UPLB
 
Dr. Saturnina Halos, UP Diliman/BIOTECH
 

Dr. F. A. Bernardo, Deputy Director General, IRRI
 

Dr.- M. D. Pathak, Director for Research & Training, IRRI
 

Dr. G. S. Khush, Head, Plant Breeding, IRRI
 

Dr. B. M. Shepard, Head, Entomnology, IRRr
 

Dr. P. S. Teng, Pathology Department, IRRI
 

Convenor: 
 Dr. T. W. Mew, Head, Pathology, IRRI
 

We request all concerned to extend full cooperation to the
 

committee in the discharge of its functions.
 

M. S. Swaminathan 
 Raul P. De Guzmin
 
Director General, IRRI 
 Chancellor, UPLB
 

date 
 date
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Annex B
 

JOINT STATEMENT
 
OF
 

THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE,
 
THE UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES AT LOS BANOS
 

AND
 
THE INTERNATIONAL RICE RESEARCH INSTITUTE
 

ON "HIGH RISK" RESEARCH IN RICE
 
OCTOBER 15, 1987
 

The Department of Agriculture (DA)
 

of the Philippine Government,
 

The University of the Philippines at Los Banos (UPLB) and
 

The International Rice Research Institute (IRRI),
 

Being long-Lime partners in rice research 
and training
 

projects in order to increase rice production, ensure the
 

environmental safety, and sustain the productivity of rice 

farming communities in the Philippines, and aware that there
 

has been much publicity about alleged "high risk" rice 

research at hereby issue this
IRRI, joint statement to
 

help explain the°-facts related to the research on the
 

genetics of the rice blast fungus.
 

1. The question often raised is, 
"Is the research on
 

the genetics of rice blast virulence necessary?" 

Rice blast is a rice in
major disease of rainfed
 

upland areas. It can also be 
destructive in
 

irrigated rice fields, most specially when there
 

is widespread drought. Although many of the hiah­
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yielding varieties 
now are resistant to the 
rice
 

blast, the blast 
fungus is extremely variable and
 

able to mutate 
to render the resistant varieties
 

susceptible after only few in
a years farmers'
 

fields. Obviously, 
we must undertake 
studies
 

aimed at making blast resittanca more durable in
 

recommended 
rice varieties. 
 This necessitates
 

research 
 not only on the genes for blast
 

resistance in 
the rice plant, but also research on
 

the genetics of the 
rice blast fungus itself. A
 

better understanding of how virulence is inherited
 

would help in breeding for more durable resistance
 

in rice. Similar research 
has been underway in
 

Japan, Korea 
 and China -- all rice-growing
 

countries 
-- for several years, a fact which only
 

highlights the importance of increasing the
 

knowledge base 
on the behavior of 
the rice blast
 

fungus.
 

2. The research required importation 
 of certain
 

strains of rice 
blast fungus from the USA. 
 These
 

are rice blast isolates which are 
fertile, pure,
 

and with genetic markers (isozymes) which are
 

products of over ten 
years of research in the
 

Jniversity of Wisconsin. 
 For each importation,
 

[RRI applied for 
 import permits from the
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Quarantine Service of the DA Bureau of Plant
 

Industry. The Quarantine Service personnel
 

appreciated the importance of the importation in
 

conducting genetic studies and issued Import
 

Permits specifying the necessary post-entry
 

quarantine requirements....., We believe that the
 

Quarantine Service has been doing its job
 

competently in spite of limited resources for
 

post-entry quarantine follow-up activities.
 

3. 	 How risky is the experiment on the rice blast
 

fungus? IRRI scientists are aware of the risks
 

involved and have taken all the necessary
 

precautions both in the laboratory and in the
 

greenhouse mist chamber to prevent the spread of
 

the fungus. The scientists never allowed the
 

fungus to produce spores in the mist chamber,
 

° 
being fully aware that this is the dangerous stage
 

of the fungus. After three days in the mist
 

chamber, inoculated seedlings were uprooted and
 

sterilized in an autoclave at 30 psi for 30
 

minutes. Such precautions are normally adequate
 

to prevent the accidental escape of the fungus to
 

the field.
 

But in science, the question is always, "How
 

safe is safe?" We firmly believe that it is
 

better to err on the safe side, and in deference
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to the allegations that the risk 
is high, we deem
 

it better to discontinue this experiment until 
the
 

experimental protocol and facilities 
have been
 

reviewed, or until the advisability of undertaking
 

such experiment is finally resolved with the help
 

of leading Philippine' and international
 

scientists. IRRI, in fact, 
 discontinued the
 

experiments in early September this year.
 

4. We believe that modern 
biotechnology research 
is
 

providing 
powerful analytical and experimental
 

tools which, if used carefully, would help in
 

improving the productivity, stability 
 arid
 

sustainability of agricultural industries. 
 We
 

admit that some research approaches may involve
 

risks and hence there 
is a need for caution both
 

in the selection of research areas 
 and
 

experimental procedures. 
 In order to ensure that
 

the maximum possible benefit is derived from 
new
 

research tools without risks, 
we feel the need to
 

set up a National Committee on Safety in
 

Biological Researches using the UPLB-IRRI
 

Biosafety Committee 
*as the nucleus. The
 

membership should 
 include representatives of
 

PCARRD/DOST, the Department of Health, 
the Bureau
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of Animal Industry, State Colleges and
 

Universities, and semi-autonomous commodity
 

research institutes.
 

The National Committee on Safety in
 

Biolgoical Researches should, among 
other things.
 

do the following:
 

a. 	 Formulate and recommend to proper
 

authorities appropriate national policies
 

and-guidelines for biotechnology research
 

not. only in IRRI and UPLB but. also 
in
 

other public and private research
 

agencies.
 

b. 	 Review research project proposals which
 

require special safety arrangements and
 

recommend either approval or rejection by 

proper authorities.
 

5. 	 We believe that it is also necesary to have a 

Biosafety Monitoring Committee to be headed by' 

the Chief. of the BPI Quarantine Service with 

assistance from leading scientists of the
 

country. The Biosafety Monitoring Committee 

should review from time to time ongoing
 

experiments in biotechnology, particular.y
 

those involving fungal, bacterial, and viral
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pathogens, 
insect pests, and recombinant DNA
 

to ensure 
that the highest standards if safety 

are maintained. Adequate support for the
 

operations 
 of the Biosafety Monitoring
 

Committee is necessary.
 

6. We believe that the sole purpose of the rice
 

research program undertaken jointly 
 or
 

individually by IRRI, UPLB, and 
DA is to
 

assist the 
rice farmers of the Philippines.
 

We hope to continue our collaboration 
to make
 

sure modern and powerful analytical tools and
 

experimental techniques 
could be used by our
 

scientists under controlled conditions without
 

risk to the rice producers.
 

Dr. M.S. S1aminathan 
 Dr. Raul de Guzman
 
Director General 
 Chancellor
 
The International Rice 
 University of the

Research Institute 
 Philippines at Los Banos
 

Car os G. nguez
 
Secretar
 

Department of Agriculture
 



IRRI HIGH RISK RICE BLAST .17PGUS RESEARCH: 
Annex 

A CRIT UE 

by: Prof. Roger Cuaresma Birosel 
Local Initiatives in Science and 

o "'v 

It is axiomatic that the centers O&f plant diversity are also the centerof disease and pest diversity for the same plants. International agricultaralresearch centers - like the International Rice Research. Institute (IRRI) at
UP Los Ba os, (UPLB), Laguna - or findoften wittingly unwittingly themselvesbecoming the servants of Trans National Corporation (TiCs) and of foreign 
governments.
 

Adding injury to insult, Filicino sciertists and technicians di high
'athica.IR11 "tist- anda'c -niskresea-ch at RR - wittingly or unwittingly - also find themselves causing
harm and potential to our nation, farmers, and farming industry. 

The IRRI rice blast fungus research is the latest example of his high 
risk research. 

IRRI Role in Green and Gene Revolutions
 

Since 1960, IRRI participated in the Green Revolution of miracle seeds.
Since at least 1983, iRRI has been involve in the Gene Revolution of biotechno.og-: 
genetic engineering, tissue culture, enzyme technology and bioengineered fermen­tation. 

The miracle seed 
or high yie2d varieties (-HIJs) of rice that-IRT 
 develoDed
 were desig-ned to reouire high cost, 
high technology inputs like pesticides.

The annula $7B worldwide market for pesticide TNCs, like Du Pont, -was the high

yield befe-it produced by IRRI 1MYs.
 

Rowever, the high yield harm c'roduced by TRI RIT7s are the very nest;;-cisthat: (1) destroyed natural enemies of plant pests end pathozens; (2) evolved
 
new strains of harmfull organisms res'stant 
to the same pesticides; (3) kille.!
an!mals (including peop2e):.}i() polluted rivers, seas land; leftand (5) traces
of c ncer-carsl c noenic) and 
mutation-causi.r %ut....c).
 
on crops anA 
in atual food onains includin: aouaculture Products like fi•h. 

TR7R is directl , reszconsible for the high :ield benefit of pesticide ma-.-4fOr, TNS, and the high yield harm to the environment, animals and other genetic
resources of the world includinz the Philiopines.
 

The Gene Revolution was initiated by the worldwide 1972 ol! cr:i., ans
two coincidernta events in the advanceo coutntries - eco -cizal nove nent a:sn 
hem...a -colijution inciudin: Pestlicia-,s, ani the biot::.-,o.- - :

of genetic enzineering where _enes from two diff-.rent orzanisns are sc.ieCi 
cy enz, -es in a test tu-. es-tci"e TCs -i:e ie
hig.h yield potential profits of the upcoming Gene Pev*'u-io.. a- : -aind.cherewith couirin invest , en L 
bioth c...... 

... stsrted ' : +t" se n ver + rr.c.:ccvere S .'cubl:-: : -- - " :... r~h th," .... ... .nub' - ..n.. n,.* 2 ' ' '' O ": v.S :s " e. 
an: Duzin: research ins titi. 2 nuli.- . -. Ce.te- .
DuPon: 
 ...
o5 a..
- , an.

siti-es and = ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~~insttut-" --. t---- ..- . cubi research - -- "/;5::"2. . i 

http:biotechno.og
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or even 
abroad like Monsanto's $23.5M to Washington University,
Hoechst's $20M to 18 universities and public institutions, and
probably DuPont's contribution5to IRRI.
 

In most contracts, the TNC
laboratory results and can 
has the right to first look at
delay publication until patent possi­bilities anP investigated. 
No research 
can be done unless the
TNC gives permission so that essentially every 'lab personnel becomes
a sereant of that TNC.
 

Substantial erosion of academic freedom and democratic setpriorities for national research and .therefore of the proper deve­looment of international and national science results
- the recent as has hapDened!RRI high risk research, (see Table I BiotechnologyTNCs Increase Control Over Food Production).
 

The potential high yield benefits of high risk research cont­racted in institutions worldwide, like IRRI, for Genethe Revo­lution is a predicted $10-!5B 
in the US alone, and $30B worldwide
sales for TNCs biotech products in 
 huma horldi
 care and agriculture.
 

In the US, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the
Department of Agriculture, upon the complaints of non-governmental
orcanization 
(NGOs) , have banned testing and marketing of biotechmicrobe products. No environmental test of such biotech microbes
has taken place legallv. 

in short, hiqh risk research like IRRI's rice blast fungus
research has been banned in advanced countries like the US because
of the controversia! guestion whether gene-altered microbes
spread their.cenetic material to 
can
 

other organisms, in soil
in w h they may create unintended and po tentially 
and

dance­rous cellular effects. 

evolved new 

As the Green Revolution pesticides have
strains of.harmful orcanisms resistant samepesticides, gene-altered to the 
produced in 

microbes including hybrid microbes as
IRRI's blast fungus research, can
epidemics, cause destructivein the short ten'., and evolutionary' disasters,lonc term. in theSince the biological inter-relationships in the micro­bial world are not vet 
fullv'understood, the risks 
 could be
greater than expected. 

IRRI has stopped its high risk research onl.y because of pre­ssure fron non-iRRI scientists - atMary.kno]l UPLE, Ateneo, La Salle and- and by scientific NGOs like the fatonal Co-=nlitteeConservation, Protection and Development of Genetic Resources 
for p_4 

(NCCPDGR), which in turn is an alliance of me'er INGOs: LIST,SIBAT, FRC, ACES and 151. 

story
risk: 

of how IRRI started, conduscted and steppec its hichresearch on rice blast funcus has i,:;1,icatcns:.ve anc a cainistrative re fcs for lecisla­
in thon
review iI.- ares: cuaratine;of and 

establishe-d 
its PD !620 charter o imunitv; newly­Bio-Safety Co. 
 e (IRRI an0 U]L 
 on3v), and IRRI
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Seed HealthUnit; national guide'line5for research and development
 
(R & D) done in private and public, foreign and local institu'tions;
 
conservation, protection and development of our national patrimony
 
pf genetic resources.
 

Rice Blast Funqus
 

Fungi is a microbe that includes the familiar bread mold that
 
we do not eat, and the non-poisonous mushrooms that we do eat. Fungi
 
have caused diseases of food crops and hunger or monetary loss since
 
the dawn of agriculture" There are numerous passages in the Bible
 
referring to blasts, mildews and blights which often led to famine.
 
As an example, "If there be in the ltnd famine,. there be pestilence.,
 
blasting, mildew, locust........." (I Kings 8:36,37,39).
 

Plant disease epidemics may still wipe out an eDtire crop if
 
conditions favorable for disease develop. The yield of cereal crops,

like rice, may be1 educed hF 80% during a single epidemic. In an
 
advanced country, where agficulture is diversified, the economy
 
sound, and the government well-budgeted, such an epidemic may not
 
result in star-vation. But even lesser epidemics would spell star­
vation and disaster for an underdeveloped country like the Philippines
 

Although sudden loss of an entire crop from;enidemic may cause
 
a serious threat, the majority of losses result from small out­
breaks of disease which often occur with greater recularity. Those
 
-losses-are-due-to-consistent-reduction ..in crop yield and the expense

of control measures as a regular agricultural practice, which can
 
be ill-afforded in underdeveloped countries, like the Philippirnes.
 

However., such control measures are expensive to apply and often
 
-
ine fective, especiallv in the midst cf an epidemic. The ideal
 

mode.of control is to plant crops that are resistant to the disease.
 
And to exclude, through quarantine, entry or transfer of non­
resistant seeds or"plants, plants and seeds that bear the pathogen,
 
or the pathogen itself, for example, fungus spores, frcm foreign
 
sources or other infested regions cf the country.
 

Currently, a present and clear danoer of rice blast epidemic
 
has been introduced by IRRI when they imcorted foreicn, highly

virulent and hermaphroditic rice blast fungus strains from DuPont
 
Pesticides and the University of Wisconsin for its hich risk research.
 

IRRI nice Blast Research: Lack of National Relevance, Social Respon­
sibilitv and Sclenta.fic Vaidi'tv
 

The Philizpines has 200 native strains of ricc blast fungus.
 
The' are all of one matinc tyze - male macho. This means that
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these"native strains, like all-other tropical fungus traces,

reproduce asexually by forming 
 asexual spores, and parasexually

by exchange of chromosomal material between two adjacent vegetative

cells that fuse. The native varieties of rice blast fungus have
 
low fertility, low sporulation, and low virulence aaainst a rice
 
plant host.
 

.."Research and experience indicate that the fungus generates

variation by aasexual means. The sexual stage of the fungus has
 
never been found in nature. Even under lab conditions, the sexual 
staae cannot be reliably produced. Thus, sexual recombination as. 
-a-potential-nechanism .to..generate variation is unlikely. . (IRRI
 
September 1987 Press Release).
 

In 1983, IRRI reportedly did high risk research using naiive
 
strains. In 1986, IRRI imported highly virulent strains that are
 
hermaphroditic. This means that the hermaphroditic, rice blast
 
funaus - containing both male and female organs can reproduce
-

sexually with any exclusively male or female mating type strain 
-

native or foreiqn)and with itself.
 

'Sexual hybridization of the blast fungus ... are being done
 
in several rice-growing countries, including Japan, Korea and
 
Taiwan ... whose environment are much more conducive to blast
 
development than that in the Philippines". (IRRI Press Release
 
September 1987).
 

Then why did not IRRI leave the high risk sexual hybridization
•fseai-t o e counzries L ha-ha-e- rice blast problem'and 
are already doing such hybrid research? Conversely, why did !PRI 
start hich risk balst fungus research when the Philippines oesnot 
have a blast_pr.cbem and such .research are already being done in 
countries that do have blast problems? 

"The fungus parasitizes over 50 genera of grasses ... it is . 
generally acceted, however, that the fungus possesses a capacity j

to cenerate new variants at a frequency higher than usual for
 
soontaneous mutation, and which is high enough to pose 
a problem

for breed6nc for blast resistance and disease manacement."
 
(Borromeo et.al.' IPI Seminar).
 

..th this basic problem, then why is IRRI doinc high risk " 
research on the genetics of rice blast funcus even thouch"...
 
knowinc the causes of oathocen variation may enable us to tailo).
 
our breei.nc methods and disease ranagemenz tactics to develop more
 
l-stinc solutions to tne problem." (Borromeo, ibid.).
 

"Despite the orooress on genetic analysis of non-rice in'ectin
 
isolates, little advance has been made in the sneci­analysis of 

ficitv on rice varS=ie-s." (Bohiomeo, ibid).
 

http:breei.nc


Then why did not IRRI further develop the well-known genetic
 
systems of non-rice balst fungus that infects grass, which is
 

obviously a non-economic crop? Why did IRRI insist on doing high 
risk research with foreign rice blast .funaus in this country where 
rice blast is not a prob­
lem, and where rice is a major economic crop and a major staple foodi
 

"Fertility barrier between rice-infecting strains, non-patho­

genecity and/infertility of rice infecting strains, and'non-patho­
9eneticity and/or infertility of rice-infecting and non-rice infec­
ting strains seemed to be the major constraints. We report here
 
some of the progress in our efforts to transcend tv,?se constraints
 

in rice blast fungus." (Borromeo, ibid).
 

As IRRI has transcended the in'etLility and non-pathogenecity
 
A 

barriers, so did IPYR transcend our quarantine regulations, 1986 T.., 
Cons itu'ion anc--iawr . e, -r-cede our national , 
sovereignty, security and hospitality when IRRI established the 
hitherto unknown but now present and clear danger of high virulence,, 
hiah fertility, and good sporulation sexual hybrids of rice blast 
fungusL the Hich-Risk Fungus Varieties (HFVs) 

IPR.I Hich Rish Research: HYVs
 

The blast disease'reaction or infection expressed by the
 
infected host Dlant depends on the host's genes for resistance
 
or susceptibility, and the fungus pathogen's oenes for virulence
 
(high pathogenecity) or auirulence (low pathogenecity).
 

Table 2: Rice Blast Funcus Infection shows that of the four
 
Dossible cenetic combinations, only one combination gives low
 
infection when the pathogen's avirulent genes cannot nullify
 
the host' resistance genes. High infection results from the
 
other three combinations of fungus: plant gene- avirulence:
 
susceptibility, virulence: susceptibility, and virulence: resistanc
 

The virulence genes in the fungus are greater in number than
 
the resistance genes in the plant. For example, an estimate of
 
10 gene pairs With two alleles for each gene represent 20 gene
 
pairs for virulence in the fungus. If these 40 genes for virulence
 
are recombined, through sexual reproduction as in the forei(n rice
 
blast fungus, all possible recombinations would produce 59) 049
 
viable gene combinations (or genotypes), each of which could be
 
a di:erent fungus race. This high variability hence the hiah
 
potential for mutation change (or mutability) of the fungus virulent
 
ce.otype thus ensures its virulence against even resistant plants.
 
Furthermore, any fungus virulent genes for high pathogenecity hence
 
hiqh infection will make it impossible to detect mutations of the
 
plant resistance genes, for example to increas2d resistance, decreas
 
resistance or susceptibility.
 

C 
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The ideal cenetic experimental design then with blast funcus.
 

is to use the avirulent funcus: resistant plant combination. Since
 
the organism with less variability in genes is easier to mutate)
 
hence which mutations are easier to detect, the plant host will be
 
mutated. Resistant plant strains will be mutated to increased
 
resistance hence detect no infection., to decreased resistance hence
 
detect medium infection, and to susceptibility hence detect high
 
infection.
 

Besides, it will be easier to quarantine and secure a few large
 
plants and seeds than millions of dangerous, microscopic blast
 
'funcus spores. Spores~unlike large seeds, do rot contain embryo.
 
But like seeds, spores geminate. But unlike seeds and other large
 
organisms, the doubling time of spores, is 4-5 days which means
 
that spores crow exponentially into millions in a short time.
 
And being microscopic, spores can float 234 meters hcrizantally
 
and 1 meter vertically. These are the basic biological bases of the
 

danger of pathocenic spores like the foreign, highly-virulent rice
 
blast fungus that IRRI imoorted, and the high fertility, hich spo­
rulation, and high virulence HTFs that IRRI produced.only after a 
year's high risk re-,earch. 

The next ideal experiment)with the ideal avirulent fungus: 
mutate resistant plant combination)is to use biochemical methods 
to detect the biochemical chances caused by the genetic cnanges 
induced b mutation. With biochemical eenetics or molecular biology
 
experiments,_ less soores and -less Dants are needed since bio­

cnemicals can be detected in microquantities, even down to one
 
molecule only when radioactive biochemicals are detected by radio­
active counters. With biochemical genetics, dangercus microscopic
 
snores and larce seeds or plants are ninimized)hence quarantine and
 

security are minimized since greenhouse and field experiments are
 

replaced with lab experiments.
 

The ideal, low risk research of biochemical genetics as described
 
also maximize social responsibl Lty to farmers and the rice industry
 
and nationalism for Filipino sovereignty and security by using:
 

(2) native fungus
(1) a non-economic olant host, a non-rice crass; 
races; (3) avirulent fungus strains; (4) mutation of plant resis­

tance to easily detecCed higher resistance, lower resistance, and 
susceptibility, (5) easily detected radioactive biochemicals which 

maximize easier cuarantined and secured lab experiment and mini­
mize, or even eliminate, high risk greenhouse and field 

IRRi has minimized social responsibility to far-mers ano the
 
rice industry, and m ximized forein abuse of Filipino hospitality,
 

and violation of Philippine sovereignty arc security with its insis­

tence on non-ideal, hich risk research using: (1) an economic plant
 

host, rice; (2) o ,highly virulent and hermaphroditic strains 

with qua.rantine violations; (3) sexual hybridization produced hich 

virulence, hich fertility, and high sDorulation hybrid fungal varie­

ties (HEFVs); (4) hich risk creenhouse and, most probably, clandestin': 
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DNA transfo-ima­research using
field testing; (5) future high risk 

and another rice pathogen, a
 

tion, isolation and cloning of HiF's 


bacterium, hence probably HBVs. 

And IRRI "stopped" its high risk research and formed a Bio-

Safety Committee with IRRI and UPLB members 
only who have met only
 

once to date, and a Seed Health Unit after: (a) August 22, 1987
 

complaints by xSF and FAST of UPLB; Tb---eptember 3-6 Tagaytay City 
askingfor


of NCCPDGR; (c) Senate Resolution ?9 by Senator Laurc_ 

iRRs high
 

an enqui--y and a Pres. Cory cease-and-desist order 
to 


of high risk, foreign rice blast 
risk 	research; (d) May 1986 start 

publication of "Guidelines for
 
fungus research; (e) October 1984 


Research Involving Recombinant DNA" by the US National Insti-
Field 

native rice blast fungi
tute 	of Health (NIH); (f) 1983 hich 'rdsk 
of importing and exporting seeds

research; (5) 27 years since 1960 
and before (h)


:or Green Revolution high risk research for jiiVs: 


October 1987 publication of "Guidelines for Researcn involving
 
the guidelines


Recombinant DNA i',olecules" by US NIH (cited by IRRI as 

used 	in their 1986 hich risk research and by the 
Biosafety Committee
 

formed in September; (i) building a contain-ment greenhouse planned
 
of high risk HFVs researchlii
only 	 in M.ay 1987, after a whole year 

IRRI has continued, wittingly or unwittingly, its 
role in'-the
 

- HYVs into the Gene Revolution of DNA hybrids

Green Revolution o
 highly virulent,

inants ±ike HFVs by (1) importing foreign,or recor, 
blast fungus from DuPont, a fungicide TNC, which
otic rice
nermahroi 


is crobablv collaborating with and funding IRRI high risk H. s and 

(See 	Table 3 Parental M. arisea straijns),DuPont
-uture LBVs research 

and other pesticide TNCs are concentrating on developing crop resis­

(See 	Table 4 TNCs Developing
pesticides like herbicides.
tance to 

Crop Resistance to herbicides). Most probably then, DuPont also
 

has a soecial concentration on developing crop resistance 
to fungi­

- (a).producing
c.Ces, (2) doinC Microbiolocical warfare research 


testing HFVs against rice varieties of the USSR, PRC,
HFVs 	 and (b) 

Philippines (See Table 5 Disease
 
Brazil, India, Japan, USA and the 


Fortunately, the Philippine rice
 Reaction of Selected Rice Lines). 
to be the most resistant; (3) future high risk
 

varieties turned ouz 

creenhouse, and DIA transformation, iso­

research with contain-ment 
HBVs 	pathogenic also
 

lation and clonin6 not only of HFVs but also of 


to riceiii.
 

this 	Filipino biochemical ceneticist, one of ofthe In s,.umary,of pnneeLr genotic rngineprs intie Univrity
2ucky st'uconts 


t he followino oroposals for legis-

California at Berkeley, support 

cooperation with the Legislature,reforms Lnlative and aministrative 

acministrat-1ve involved, and NGOs.
 

its PD 16.20 charter for
 
(1) 	Review IRRI including repeal of 


2jzmun i t\y; 

include rep-
iRPI-UPLB Biosafety Co-mittee to

(2): 	E>:pand the 


resentatives from PCARRD, DOST, BPI Quarantine, 
PRRI and
 

national scientific NGOs like NCCPDGR, and LIST, and 

national sectoral NGOs like FRC.
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The expanded BioSafety Committee shall draft:
 

(3) 	National guidelines for R & D in private and public, foreign
 
and local, institutions and/or funded research.
 

(4) 	A National Commission for the Conservation, Protection and
 
Development of Genetic Resources which will promote NGO
 
breeding projects, administer a National Germplasm Bank
 

.which will start with duplicates of the entire IR.RI and
 
IRRI 	 oermolasm banks. 

(5) 	Modern and scientific guidelines for quarantine and seek
 
increased funding for BPI Quarantine enforcement, monito­
ring and advisory personnel.
 

(6) 	National guidelines for seeds quarantine and R & D by
 
private and public, foreign and local research institutions
 
and/or funded research and production and marketing.comoa­
nies including IRRI Seed Health Unit, and TNC HYV seed
 
companies.
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or 
gcnetic analysin of virulence. r 

Irolate Hating Pathogenicity 

Dc3igintion •type to rice 


CII104-2 	 RAT I + .J 

CI140-I 	 HAT I 


0-42 	 HAT I 
 + 

Ken 00-19 	 HAT 2 + 

Guy il 	 ?iAT 2 + 

AR 13 	 HtiT I -

ER I 	 RAT '2 
 -hermaprodite 


RV 2 	 HAT 2 -

HAT 2 S3 

Sex 


male 


male 


male 


i 


her-maprodite 


hermaprodite 


hermnprodite 


hermaproditeod 

f 
Sporulation 


poor 


poor 


, goad 


good 


good 


good 

g6d 


g'Rood 


Geographic 


origin 


China 


China 


Japan 


•Japan 


F ch Guyana 


Laboratory atrain 


Laboratory strain 


Laboratory-strain 


Laboratory strain 


1'
 

Source
 

U. Wisconain
 

U. Wisconsin
 

B. Valent, Du Pont
 

B. Valent, Du Pont
 

J.L. Notteghem, IRAT
 

U. Ilisconain
 

U. qieconsin
 

B. Palent, Du Pont
 

B. Valent, Du Pont
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31 D.O. Bo 93: 	 Cas-e Rceto.nn Man., 
ianilh Ph,;,Dne . IeIE IT014365 RIC INSIl Pk, Annex EI elepnonc" 8.486 4O6 RICE PI.t 

. 'RCA) 22456 IRI PH 
IEASTERNI63786 RICE PN 

To 	 Dr. K. Lampe January 16, 1988 

From 	 T.W. Mew 

Subject 	 Report No. 1. Monitoring of Rice Blast Disease
 
incidence
 

This is to report to you on the results of our efforts 
in monitoring rice blast disease incidence around the-

Institute.
 

Based on our records and observations between 1986 and
 
1987, there was no detectable incidence of blast disease
 
around the greenhouse where Dr. Leung conducted his
 
research. Also, there were no findings of infection among

unilocated plants inside Dr. Leung's greenhouse.
 

In the IRRI farm, no unusual occurrence of new races of
 
the disease was observed. No blast problems were reported
 
or observed in the farmers' fields immediately outside the
 
IRRI farm.
 

We will continue to monitor blast incidence within and
 
outside the IRRI farm every month this year.
 

,/. / 

ead, Department of Plant
 
Pathology
 

TWM/c
 

. .. .:. . 7~h .- ;: 
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P.O.Box 933 Cable: Ricefounc Manila Annex F 
Manila. PhilippineS lelex (17T)45365 RICE INSr PM 
Telepnone: 88-4869 

8&-45-14 
40890 RICE PM 

RCA) 22456 IRIPH 
(EASTERN) 63786 RIC E PN 

March 11, 1988 

Dear Ms. Bumatay: 

This is in response to your letter of 3 March 1988 requesting me 
to send the S&T Committee pertinent documents on studies on rice blast 
genetics in connection with Dr. Mew's statements that such studies are 
not banned in the U.S., Japan, Korea, France and India. 

Attached are scientific papers published in the USA, Japan and 
France showing that cross hybridization of different rice blast isolates 
and genetic studies have been made in these countries. 

From 	Japan:
 

1. 	 Pathogenic race and mating tyoe of Pvriculariaorvzae 
from Soviet Union, China, Nepal, Thailand, Indonesia 
and Colombia, by H. Yaegashi and M. Yamada. 

2. 	 The perfect state of Priculariaor'zae Cay. from rice 
plants in culture, by H. Kato and T. Yamaguchi. 

From 	 France: 

3. 	 Obtention et caracterisation de mutants deficients en 
melanine chez Pv.ricularia orvzae, by M.H. Lebrun, F. 
Dutfoy, V. Reymond, J.L. Notteghem, J. Vilaplana. 

From 	 U.S.A.: 

4. 	 Genetic studies of fertility and pathogenicity in 
Aana ortheizrisea (P.vricularia oryvzae), by B. Valent, 
M.S. Crawford, C.G. Weaver, F.G. Chum]ey. 

( ':;
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Ms. Aurora H. Bumatay/3-11-88/p2 

We have not yet obtained any publications from Korea and India,but Dr. E.J. Lee of the Rural Development Administration, Korea, willpresent his scientific report theat Korea-IRRI collaborative planningmeeting on March 21 at IRRI. We will send you a copy of his report. 

With warm regards. 

ery truly yours, 

F. .Bernardo 

uty Director General 

Ms. Aurora H. Bumatay 
Committee Secretary 
House Committee on 

Science and Technology 
House of Representatives 
Quezon City 

cc: 	 Dr. K. Lampe 
Dr. T.W. Mew 
Dr. M.D. Pathak 

FAB/c 
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P.O.Box 93 , Cable: Ricelound Man l 
"iex (IT'T)45365 RIC, INSI PM 

*lerone. 8-4-69 

Manila, Pnihol:ine. 

40890 R ICE PM-4-6
8e1en :B 

(RCA) 22456 IRI PH 

(EASTERN16378C6 RICE PN 

April 4, 1988 

Dear Ns. Bumatay: 

In my previous letter to you dated March 31, 1988, ] promised tofurnish you copies of scientific papers on the rice blast disease inKorea in order to prove that researches similar to the one conducted inIRRI are also done in other countries. 

Attached are copies of scientific papers from Korea dealing withpathogenicitv of different races of the rice blast. The third paperreports on production of mating types and production of crosses for

testing their pathogenicity.
 

I hope these additional information will be useful to the HouseCommittee on Science and Technology. 

With best wishes. 

YNr' truly yours, 

o 
BernarF.. 

uty Director General 

Ms. Aurora H. Bumatay-
Committee Secretary 
House Committee on Science 

and Technology 
House of Representati-ves 
Qiuezon City 

cc: Hon. RanonDrt LegasOi. Kt u '"De.l a, T 
4 -

Dr. Mew ,.W. 
FAB/c 

t7, 
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CONGRESS OF THE PHILIPPINES)
FIRST REGULAR SESSION 	 ',Annex G,
) 	 n" G" 

P.S. 	 RES. NO. Ti3, 

Introduced by Senators Lina,Jr. and Aquino
 

RESOLUTI.ON
 
CREATING AN AD-HOC COMMITTEE TO CONDUCT A REVIEW OF THE 
 PROGRAMS
AND 	 POLICIES OF THE INTERNATIONAL RICE RESEARCH 
 INSTITUTE, ITS
CHARTER AND PRESIDENTIAL DECREE NO. 
1620
 

WHEREAS, the International Rice Research Institute
was established 	 (IRRI)
in 1959 
 as the foundation 
 of the
Revolution", 	 "Green
a development 
 program launched 
 by the
International Monetary Fund-World Bank whose primary objective is
to 
 raise the rice production by

Varieties (HYV) 	

using the High Yielding
thereby solving the problem of insufficient
food 	supply of the whole world;
 

WHEREAS, with 
 this objective and the 
 adoption of modern
agricultural technologies in the country developed at the
national Rice Inter-
Research Institute (IRRI)- rice production per
hectare doubled 
 but 	the income of local rice farmers is still
 
low;
 

WHEREAS, the International Rice Research 
 Institute
undertakes all sorts 	 (IRRI)
of research projects to advance rice science
and technology, including some which may pose danger 
to the local
rice 	industry.;.
 

WHEREAS, the.International Rice Research Institute and
scientists 
 enjoy' protection and immunity from 	
its
 

legal suits, as
provided for under. P.D. 
 1820;
 

WHEREAS there is 
a need for Congress to review 
the charter
of-	 the International 
 Rice Research Institute (IRRI)
Presidential 
Decree 
 ensure
1820, to that it continues to 
and
 

serve
the national interest and for the nation 
to maximize the benefits.

derived therefrom;
 

NOW, THEREFORE 
, be it resolved as 
it is hereby resolved,
that 	the 

of 

Senate create an Ad-Hoc Committee to conduct a
International Rice Research Institute (IRRI), 	
review
 

its charter,
and 	 Presidential Decree 
 1620, in aid of 
 legislation.
 

Adopted.
 

E-D. 	L1 3X--h 
 A PITO . AQUIo 

http:RESOLUTI.ON
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CONGRESS OF 
THE PHILIPPINES 


FIRST REGULAR SESSION)
 
SEN A ET"
EB
 

P.S. RES. NO.
 

-Introduced by Senators LinaJr., Aguino" and Estrada
 

RESOLUTION
 

DIRECTING 
THE SENATE TO CREATE AN AD-HOC COMNITTEE TO. FORMULATE
GUIDELINES ON FOREIGN-FUNDED 
RESEARCH ACTIVITIES IN ALL
 
DISCIPLINES
 

WHEREAS, Art- le 
 XIV, 
 Sec. 12 of. the 1987 Constitutioi
mandates that "te
State shall regulate the transfer and promote
the adaptation of technology from all sources 
 for the nationa
 
benefit";
 

WHEREAS, the 
 existing 'government policies, rules' 
 anc
regulations on foreign-funoed .research do 
 not provide the
mechanism for an 
in-depth evaluation and monitorino cf foreign­funded research projects,. particularly as it pertains 
 tc

protection 'of national interests.
 

NOW,'.THEREFORE, 'be it resolv*6d, by the Senate, to drct theCommittee on Soience . and Technology to formulate 
 national
deli e on. oreignLfundod research, activities in all

dsciplines, in aid of-.legislation.
 

Adopted.
 

JRE . AGAPITO A AQUI PH EJERCITM"ESTRADA• . - .j' "/
 



I Congress of the Philiines) Annex 

rFrs: Reaular Session 

SENATE 

S. No. 

Introduced by Senator Laurel 

A2: ACT 
-ZATZiGTF.Z NATONAL BIOS;=__TY PC .RD DZ-_-lNNGAND ITS SCOPE, rjz.CTIC1_S ANVD 

POW-E RS. 

Be it enac-ted by the Senz- and House cf Representatives of t:e 
Philipoines in Concress asse=-bled: 

SECTION 1. TION. - There is hereby created a National
Biosafety Board, ,herein _ter referred to as the MB_ under the Office 
of the President. 

SECTION 2. PURPOSE. - In consonance with t:he Constitutional 
mandate that the state shall prctect and advance the rioht of the people
to a balanced and healthful ecclocy in accord with the rhvthn and harMOny
of nature, the IMB shall reulate all ,derakin s of biotechnolocv 
researcni and develonment and/or c-mmerce of such -oroduc-s hereinafter 
referred tr as botecn mrolects for the safety and protect-on of thegeneraL pubDic tnereny prevent or decrease the risks; which sucih biotech 
Prolects. .Dose to both, and their environment, life and oronerzy. 

SECTION 3. CO1/2TIC.. The NEE shall be cc,---mosed of 
seven (7) members, which include theshall Secretary of the Deoar-tment of
Health, the Director of the Bureau of Plant Industry, and the Director 
of the Bureau of Animal Industr, as ex-officio mebers, and two (2) 
scence and technoloc, representatives in relevant discioLines tc be 
a---ointed bv the President of the Philinrones for a maxim term of four(4) 
years each from the State and the private colleges and/or 'Dnivarsitics,and one() each. fron ..)y relevant non-oovernmtnal orcanization and project
staff union, PROV'-11-Z- that in the absence o: any ex-o:izcio me.6ers, said
mevber may desicnate his 6enut-Y to act in his stead. None of the 2_bove 
sna__ have been board mez-bers, officers andr, consulztSt of instt.t.io: s, 

ub ic owp_vatf, with biotech projec:s,' ncirectl!9 , b:y foreicn and/or renumerated, directly orf-_nds and/or institutions. 

SECTION 4. ZTTNGS. - The E5. shall meet recularlv once a 
.ont]. and .av hold soecia l meetinas to consider 1ugent matters u-on ca.l 

of the' Chairman or anv three(3) members thereof. 

SECT:!N 5. 9OURU... - Tne presence of maiority shall constitute 
a cucr.-& for the transaction Of business; -.ROVZ.DZD that affirm.at4-je vote 
of at least fou__ (4) meaers shall be necessary for the adoption of 
resolution or cuidelines. 

SECTIO. 6. PC'rE_?S AND FUNT.!ONS. - The NIB shall have the 
follo inc cower- and functions as e:xercised throuch open and public
hearinas when anplicable and necessary 

a. Formulate national auidelines on reculateand biotech rrojects in 
public or private institutions with local or foreign fundina; 

http:instt.t.io


38h. Reviev, mn.to:, a-rrovc or 	rc)ecz a_! biotech.project proposals
 
2.ncudnc risk analseE Drevioutss\ approved, and recc:, .ded,cninuous2v encountere&, anc reouiariv r'v-ewe6 ON osafret, f_ Comtc.;r-r 
SU=. insttuticnS nerQc2.nParte reorerrec to Pas 2I zzutaona! frIooa~ctv 
Cc.- r-:t-ee C), r -ea., -s-:u cna infcr ,atlonrnal2 be ke.-, 
or.-,en=a nv zne NBz and IB . 

c. 	 Reinulate the ircr-_ation and ex.oraraor,, use, distribution and renroduc­t*on of virus, flZCi, bacteria, insects, pest-, neratodes and other flora 
and fauna and theL- reco-binan: VN;. anc.RN., and anv other substance,
wn-ch introduced and/cr released into the envzronment, threethen life 
and zroper-,; 

d. 	 To conduc: periodic investicat-ions, inspections, and evaluations of 
the standa_-d a-nd facilitie.s and oersonne_ of biotech Zrojects

inc!uCinc their zaric.lar 
 !BC wni.an use nvsi ca a.nd biolecic.al 
c=nza-rmenrtnS: reduce the rootEn:Za! for ecpostre of the rcect: 
staff, Persons outside tne inst -:'on, and tne e-nv-_rcnrcn. 

trohibit 

which mav be danoerous or risky to public 


e. 	 To abate, enjoin or the unde_-akinq of any, biotech project 
safety; 

f. 	 To exercise such either powers and functions as may be proper and
 
necessary for the effective acccmlishnment of the purposes herein
 
prcvided;
 

S. 	 To anroint a Biosafer-v Director who wilA assist the poard and cccrdinat. 
"in other agencies, nublic and private, for the irnmLementation and 

enforcem t- and =bli-__cation and/or rwuhlic education of the NB? 
mradclines, re'.'aion and decisions.
 

SECTION 7. CC._ENS.TON. - The eN.-officio mrscbers of t'e
KNBt, or their desi";,ated depu-y, as the case may be, shall be entitled tc
 
oer diens -or mee=i-nas atzended, not e.ceedinc Five Hundred Pesos per

meet-nc and not exceedinc Two Thousand Pesos 
a month. The other me--bers of

the NEB shalI receive an additional monthly allowance of One Tnousand and
 
.r-ive Hundred Pesos.
 

SECTION S. PRIOR APROVXL. - No Bictech proiect shall be

tunderzaJ:en without the cr'ior aooroval of the project r--ocsal by the 
 -DP. 

.... 9.LNr;Th.ON. BIO=k/t-Y . -
The lnstitutional Biosafetv Conrmdztee (BC) sha2ll be conn.osed 
 of seven (7)
 
mennbers *h-. shall include 
 the President of the institution a-nd the
 
mavor .of c.e municipalit in which the institution is situated, as e-officio
 
me=.ers, 
and -o science and technolocv representatives from relevant 
disciplines not affiliated with the institution, to be chcsen by the 
President of the institution for a maxiums te=n of four4) years wit-h cne(l.
each fro. the Stat.e and private CoLleces and/or Universities, and one Cl)
each frorn.anv relevant ncn-covernmental orcaniztion and researchna and
develm, ent or production staff union; PROVIDED that in -he absence of any
ex-officio member, said Mrner =3y des.Cionate his deputy to act in his
stead. The meetincs and cuor-xum of the ZBC shall be cove-n ed ov Section 4 
and 5 of tis A=-. The IBC shall approve biotech project proposals in 
their institution, recc.,end aProved projects with suo-tortinc to the Nf5Edata and domc-nents includinc risk to the t22 for approva_, end reoularlv 
montcr and review NE. a==--ved projects in their instit'tion. The IBC 
shall anoint biosafety officer if the instituticn encane in larce-scale 
prc~ects. 

http:9.LNr;Th.ON
http:biolecic.al
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SECT"cr: 10. P-ZqL:-. - Volat.cns of the creccd-c
 
section or an' c=idel:.nes or resolu scns adoted by the N=, shall be

P'ounished b'V i.rTscnren: Cf frorm mOnts to 4 yeazrs and/or a fi ne 
 of no: 
less tha:n .10C,000.00 and fcrfeiure of cash bond and/or insurance for not
Slss tha. Pl0,O00,OOC, ooszed 'ith the KHE to cover ootenzial, dj.aae and/ 
or losses, c&rectlv or intdreciv, to l;fe and Droper.V, Du li c a-d riv a. 
Suc forfeiture shall preclude of and crinalnot claims civil relstee 

acts for actual d=.aces and loss t"Q life 
and pro. er-zv no- covered by such 
bonds and or insurance. 

If the violation is comrrtted by a co.poratior, oartnership or
 
asscciatior., i.s President, Manacer, Aoenz, 
 cr an ot er offi c.r 2 ir charoc 
c: t.e nanaoemen: thereof, who _.itted or who know cly aca.uzred in the 
ctrmussicn of said violation, oha l suffer the penaltieS herein provided; 
FROV-rZE'D that if the offnder is an alien, in addition =n the penaltv
herein prescribed, he shall be depoed without further proceedincs on the 
zart of the Commissioner of lonicration and Depotation hut only after 
i-mrisonme-nt and/or oavinc fines, and due orocess of other-suits field. 

SEC7_Ia il. AmPROPIATION. - Toca_-rry, out the provisions 
cf this Act, th-ere is hereby ap)-oDriated the sum of Five undred Tnousand 
Pesos (P500,000.00) out of the fimds in the Nationa-I Treasu-y not other­
*,se appropriated. There-fter, the succeedin.g artrccriations of the NMI
 
shall be included in the Annual Aporopriaziors Act.
 

SECTI' 12. REPAL-ING AND ---- ' IS -1 lllas, 
decrees, cd-rn, rules and reaulazions, policies, Drocrams or parts therecf,

-'hich are .incrnsistenz a-nv of Ac: asw th =rovisions this such institutional 
diplomatic and lecal inmun.ities are hereby repDealed or modified accordincly. 

2f for any reason any sec-ion or provision of this Act is declared to
 
be unconszitutional or void, the other sections or provisions hereof,
 
which are affected thereby, shal- continue in full force and effect.
 

SECTION E C- V='YC: - T.is Act shall take effect
 
L.on its approval.
 

http:P500,000.00
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Annex J
 

The Agency for Community Educational Services Foundation,
 
Inc. (ACESFI) declares its position on Senate Resolution No. 104,
 
enti tled:
 

"RESOLUTION CREATING AN AD-HOC COMMITTEE TO CONDUCT 
 A 
REVIEW OF THE PROGRAM AND POLICIES OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL RICE RESEARCH INSTITUTE, ITS CHARTER 
AND PRESIDENTIAL DECREE NO. 1620.
0 

as Follows:
 

1. The Green Revolution proiram (through the High-Yielding
 
Variety (HYV) technology) as envisioned by the IRRI and its
 
supporters does not work in the.* Philiooines becaUse of the
 
following 	 reasons: 

a. It requires tremendous inputs of commercial inorganic

fertilizer and pesticides which the Philippines
 
import:
 

b. It has been hastily propagated nationwide despite the lack
 
of adequate experimentation on its location specific behavior in
 
the different parts of the country;
 

c. It requires larcge capital funding, the structures of which 
have virtually collapsed (rural banks which arced as conduits of 
Masacana ?9 loans benefitted more the middlemen than the 
farmers): 

d. It is one of the inderlying causes of malnutrit'on because of 
rice monocL3tLIre which does not give room to planting of other 
crops which would have provided a balanced diet to the rural 
popul at i on; 

e. It continues to be a high-risk proposition because rice
 
monocultulre is susceptible to being totally wiped out by pests,
 
hence, poses 'areat dancers to the ecology;
 

f. Its kind of <esearch is not directed towards finding ways to 
reduce the cost of farming (which is the biggest burden of 
 small 
farmers) but is narrowly directed towards increasing output
levels only. Whatever organic input and other alternative farming
methods IRRI is experimenting on right now have been belatedly 
carried out, not as a matter of IRRI policy but as a mere 
response to recent farmer attack on IRRI).
 

2 The 	doubling of rice production is made at the expense
 
of local rice farmers in the.following manner:
 

a. high cost of input w.,ich channels whatever profit the farmers
 
made to the multinational 
companies 	instead of to their families;
 

I
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b. the farmers' lack of control over the whole production process
diffuses whatever surplus income they make to non-producers like 
the traders, millers, etc. 

.. It is immoral to grant protection and immunity to 
foreign scientists twho conduct "experiments" that may pose
dangers to our agricultural ecology and its human population, The 
immunity to IRF:I as provided for in PD 1620 violates and 
makes a mockery of the sovereignty of the Republic of the 
Philippines comparable to the issue of' the US Bases here in the
 
country;
 

4. IRRI does not serve the interest of the Filipinos. It served
 
the interest of Mr. 
Marcos before, when the IRRI technology was 
hastily propagated in the country. It also serves the interests 
of MNCs whose products are required as input of the HYVs they 
promote nationwide. 

5. The dangers .posed by the IRRI technology to the local rice 
industry, and to the Filipinos as a whole, have been properly
documented. Please refer to the following materials attached 
herei n: 

Michael 	 E. Loevinsohn, "Insecticide Use and 
increased Mortality in Rural Central 
Luz on, Philippines" The Lancet 1987, 
pp. 1359-1362. 

R. 	Modina & A. Ridao,"IRRI Rice: The Miracle That 
Never Was" ACES Foundation, Inc. 1987. 

6. Given the above considerations, our organization declares its 
all-out support for.the review of the program and policies of
 
IRRI and ultimately for the repeal of PD 1620.
 

Finally, 	 we would like to state that we are not against modern 
technology such as the hybridization of rice varieties but rather 
we are against modern technology that are not appropriate to 
specific needs particularly of small farmers that comprise the 
majority of the population of third world countries such as the 
Philippines. We want a technology, as in the case of rice 
farming, that is low-cost, affordable, ecologically-sound and 
most of all geared primarily to benefit the farmers and the poor 
consumers rather than the commercial interests. 

August .O, 1988 

2 
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Annex K
 

COMMENTS REGARDING SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 104 ENTITLED
 

"Resolution Creating an Ad Hoc Committee to Conduct a
 
Review of the Program and Policies of the International
 
Rice Research Institute, Its Charter and Presidential
 

Decree No. 1620"
 

1. 	 We at IRRI welcome this initiative at the Senate. We
 

also welcome Senators Jose D. Lina, Jr. and
 

Agapito A. Aquino and other Senators and their
 

technical staff to visit IRRI and obtain firsthand
 

information on IRRI's research activities. This is
 

the best way to make sure that everyone gets
 

firsthand information about IRRI. This is the way
 

to separate fact from fiction.
 

2. 	 The Senate Resolution states that with "the adoption
 

of modern agricultural technologies in the country
 

developed at the International Rice Research
 

Institute (IRRI) rice production per hectare doubled
 

but the income of local rice farmers is still low."
 

We do not deny that the income of rice farmers
 

is still low, but here are the facts:
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o 	 The income of rice farmers is determined 

not only by the yield of rice per hectare,
 

but also by government trade and price
 

policies which influence the price of
 

fertilizer and rice. Government policies
 

have artificially, lowered rice 
prices and
 

raised fertilizer price relative to 
world
 

price levels.
 

o 	 The price of rice 'relative to other
 

commodities) to Philippine consumers has
 

declined by almost 50% since the early
 

1960s (Source: Central Bank of the
 

Philippines & National Census 
 and
 

Statistics Office). 
 In other words, while
 

the price of consumer goods increased
 

12 times since the early 1960s, the price
 

of rice increased only by 6 times, thanks
 

to government policy.
 

o 	 As a consequence, consumers benefitted
 

tremendously 
from the impact of modern
 

rice technology, but the rice farmers'
 

incomes remained low.
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One thing is clear. IRRI has nothing to do 

with government policy on the low price of rice or 

high price of fertilizer relative to world market 

prices. IRRI is not responsible for the low income 

of rice farmers. 

3. The Senate Resolution also states that IRRI 

"undertakes all sorts of research projects to 

advance rice science and technology, including some 

which may pose danger to the local rice industry." 

IRRI's objective is to serve the interest of 

rice industries around the world through research. 

The claim that IRRI is undertaking some research 

that "pose danger to the local rice- industry" 

probably refers to the research on the genetics of 

virulence of the rice blast fungus. This 

controversial research has been debated by IRRI and 

UPLB scientists. IRRI scientists have taken 

sufficient precautions to prevent the spread of the 

experimental strains of the fungus, but critics of 

IRRI feel that the rice blast research is a "high 

risk research". In deference to the questions 

raised by UPLB scientists, the IRRI Director General 

ordered that the controversial research on the rice 

blast disease be suspended until biosafety 
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guidelines are approved and 

reviewed the matter. 

proper authorities have 

The UPLB-IRRI Committee on Biosafety was 

created last October 12, 1987. This Committee 

worked for several months using as references 

Biosafety Guidelines of USA, Japan and Australia. 

The Committee has completed its work in July 1988 

and has recommended the creation of a National 

Committee on Biosafety and the adoption of the 

Biosafety Guidelines. Copies of this are available 

at UPLB and IRRI. 

4. The Senate Resolution states 

scientists enjoy protection and 

suits as provided for under 

No. 1620." 

that IRRI and "its 

immunity "from legal 

Presidential Decree 

There -seem to be some misconceptions about 

P.D. 1620. The decree does not. give.....IRRI any 

"special" status or immunities-beyond those accorded 

to other international organizations, such as the 

FAO or UNDP, in the Philippines. 

IRRI has seldom used and, to my knowledge, 

never abused any of the legal immunities referred to 

in P.S. Resolution 104. 
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P.D. 1620, which took effect on
 

19th April 1979, grants to IRRI the status,
 

prerogatives, privileges, and immunities 
 of an
 

international organization. The pertinent articles
 

of P.D. 1620 on IRRI's immunities are as follows:
 

Article 1
 

Status of an International
 

Organization
 

The Government of the Republic of
 
the Philippines recognize(s) the
 
International Rice Research Institute
 
(herein referred to as the Institute) as
 
an international organization, and
 
hereby accords to the Institute such
 
status in the Philippines.
 

Article 2-


Immunities and Privileges
 

The Institute shall enjoy in the
 
Philippines all the immunities and
 
privileges normally accorded 
 to
 
international organizations of a
 
universal character.
 

Article 3
 

Immunity from Legal Process
 

The Institute shall enjoy immunity

from any penal, civil and administrative
 
proceedings, except insofar as that
 
immunity has been expressly waived by

the Director General of the Institute or
 
his authorized representatives.
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Article 10
 

Purpose of Immunities
 

1. The privileges and immunities
 
provided for this are
by decree not
 
intended for the personal 
benefit of
 
the officials of the Institute. They
 
are accorded solely in order to
 
ensure in all circumstances 
the free
 
operation of the Institute and the
 
complete freedom of its officials.
 

2. The Director General 
of the Institute
 
shall have the right and duty to
 
waive the immunity of any official
 
whenever, in his opinion, the
 
immunity would impede the normal
 
course of justice and can be waived
 
without prejudice to the interest of
 
the Institute.
 

Please note that the immunities provided
 

by P.D. 1620 are not intended for the
 

personal benefit of, the 
TRRI--officials.
 

Neither are they intended for .IRRI
 

scientists.
 

5. 	 The Philippine Government has established the
 

Philippine Rice Research Institute 
(PhilRice)
 

in order to have an institution responsible
 

for applied and adaptive research to cater to
 

the needs of Filipino farmers. IRRI, being
 

an International Institute, has global
 

responsibilities 
 and could only produce
 

technologies 
 that different rice-growing
 

countries could fine-tune and apply to local
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conditions. The need 
 for PhilRice is
 

therefore obvious.
 

The Japanese Government will provide 

funding for PhilRice to establish its 

research laboratories in Munoz, Nueva Ecija. 

The Japanese Government has requested IRRI to 

provide technical services and assistance to 

PhilRice in order to accelerate its 

development.
 

6. 	 We also would like to point out that IRRI was
 

not "launched by the International Monetary
 

Fund-World Bank," but was established and
 

funded, initially, by.-.the Ford .and "-the-


Rockefeller Foundations with the support of
 

the Philippine Government. Today IRRI's
 

funding comes from 31 donor agencies and
 

member countries of the Consultative Group on..
 

International Agricultural Research .CGIAR).-


The largest annual financial contribution to
 

IRPI comes from the Japanese Government.
 

Other countries like China, India, Mexico,
 

and Korea are among the countries
 

contributing to the research activities 
of
 

IRRI.
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7. IRRI reiterates its invitation to the 

Honorable Senators and their technical staff 

to visit IRRI at their convenience so that 

they may see for themselves the kind of
 

research activities IRRI has been undertaking
 

to serve mankind.
 

F.A. Bernardo
 
Deputy Director General
 

cc: 	 Hon. Secretary Carlos G. Dominguez
 
President Jose V. Abueva
 
Dr. Klaus Lampe
 
Atty. Z.Q. Pizarro
 

FAB/c
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Annex 1, 

22 Sep 88
 

ALLEGATIONS AND FACTS ABOUT THE
 
INTER14ATIONAL RICE RESEARCH INSTITUTE
 

Allegation. IRRI is funded by multinational chemical
 
corporations. IRRI is 
funded by the International Monetary
 
Fund...the World Bank...etc.
 

Fact. IRRI is funded by about 30 governments and
 
international agencies. IRRI's largest donor is the

Government of Japan, followed by the USA, the United Nations
 
Developmenz Programme, the World Bank, the Europea) Economic
 
Comunity, Canada, 
United Kingdom, and Australia. IRRI
 
donors also include developing countries: China, India,

Mexico, Korea, and the Philippines. Appendix A lists our
 
donors and their contributions.
 

Allegation. IRRP 
 is developing high-yielding varieties
 
(HYVs) to be heavily dependent on the pesticides and
 
fertilizers sold by multinational chemical corporations.
 

Fact. Multinational chemical companies do not support, and
 
have no influence or control over IRRI programs, or IRRI
 
seeds. In fact, IRPI's major research thrust is to reduce
 
the farmer's dependence on purchased chemical inputs. 
 It is
 
a biological fact, however, that any cereal crop,

traditional or improved, needs I kilogram of nitrogen to
 
produce 15 to 20 kg of grain.
 

Tropical soils naturally accumulate enough nitrogen from the
 
atmosphere to grow about 2 tons of grain per hectare per
 
year. To produce more than 2 tons the plants, whether
 
modern or traditional, must have additional nitrogen. 
In

the 1960s petroleum-based fertilizers were the cheapest
 
source of nizrogen. IRRI's main focus over the past decade
 
has been to develop ways for farmers to use alternative
 
nitrogen sources such 
as green manure crops, or to increase
the efficiency of applied fertilizer. Other facts to 
consider are: 

' - Improved rice varieties do not reauire more 
fertilizer--thev resoond to higher nutrient levels. Even

without fertilizer, IRRI varieties yield slightly more than
 
traditional varieties.
 

- The air around 
us has unlimited nitrogen. The water

fern azolla, which grows on 
the surface of paddies, can
 
"fix" or draw such nitrogen from the air and feed it to the

rice
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plant. IRRI and national scientists are developing ways for

farmers to cultivate azolla and other nitrogen-fixing plants

in their ricefields -- and, thus grow their own nitrogen.

The best areas for azolla have high soil phosphorus, low
 
maximum temperatures, and long wet seasons. IRRI has
 
published a map, Conditions For Azo!la, that highlights
 
areas across the Philippines where farmers might grow and
 
substitute azolla 
for commercial fertilizers.
 

- Development of rice varieties that use 
available
 
nutrients more efficiently is a major IRPR, objective. IR42,

for example, outyields other varieties at low levels of
 
nitrogen and phosphorus.
 

- IRRI scientists have found that farmers can reduce 
their fertilizer needs by half by placing t.he fertilizer
 
below the soil surface, into the rice root zone. IRRI has

designed simple, inexpensive machines to facilitate root­
zone placement.
 

- Unlike the first improved rices, which required high

pesticide inputs for higher yields, newer varieties such as
 
IR64 and IR66 have been genetically tailored to resist many

insects and diseases. That decreases the farmer's
 
dependence on pesticides.
 

- IRRI is a world leader in the development and
 
promotion of Integrated Pest Management (IPM) strategies in
rice--'he use of nonchemical tactics of pest control to
 
maintain high yields and maximize farm profits with minimal
 
use of ecologically disruptive pesticides. One of the
 
foundations of 1PM is "helpful insects"--the diverse 
communities of predators, parasites, and pathogens in every

ricefield that,_,if recognized and protected, will control
 
most insect pests.-

IRRI recently released a booklet, Helpful Insects, 
Spiders, and Pgzhogens -- Friends of the Rice Farmer, with
 
166 color plates to helo farmers and extension workers
 
identify "friendly insects." Helpful Insects has already
 
been published in Cebuano, French, Khmer, Tagalog, and
 
Iloko. Cooperators in national programs are translating it
 
into about 20 other languages. IRRI and FAQ have
 
distributed about 100,000 copies of a poster Natural Enemies 
of Insect Pests of Rice, to help farmers identify beneficial 
insects. It is available in 17 languages, including 9 
Philippine dialects. 

An extensive TV and radio campaign, in local languages,

has been launched to educate farmers on beneficial insects
 
and avoid misuse of pesticides. Partners in the campaign
 
are PhilRice, UPLB, and the Philippine Foundation of Rural
 
Broadcasters.
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-
For centuries before pezroleum-based oesticides were
 
available, farmers on the Indian subcontinent protected

their crons with nazural insect repellents found in the
 
fruit and leaves of the neem tree. Now, scientists have
 
discovered that neem derivatives repel 123 species of
 
insects, including pests of stored grain. 
 The insect­
repellent qualities of oil extracted from the neem fruit,

and of caKe made from its residue, are being studied in 
a
 
program to develop "safe" biological pesticides that cause
 
no ecological damage.
 

Allegation. Mulzinational chemiqal companies sell IRRI
 
seeds.
 

Fact. Multinational companies do not sell seeds of IRRI
 
varieties. 
IP! seeds do not even offer a market-potential

for multinational coroorations. 
 The improved rice varieties
 
should not be confused with the "Fl" 
or "hybrid" varieties
 
of maize, sorghum, and other crops whose seeds are marketed
 
by companies. 
 Farmers must buy seeds for every planting of
 
F. crops because the seeds harvested cannot be replanted.

Tne seeds of !RRI rice varieties, on the other hand, can be
 
replanted again and again.
 

- National agricultural agencies, not IRRI, 
determine
 
which rice varieties are to be released to local farmers in
 
each country. Farmers themselves do.cide which varieties to
 
plant. In the Philippines, varieties are 
named and released
 
by the Philippine Seed Board, which is 
chaired by the
 
Director cf the Philippine Bureau of Plant Industry. 
The
 
performance of HYVs developed by IRPI, the University of the

Philippines at Los Bahos, and BPI is continuously field­
tested at BPI stations across the country. 
 HYVs developed

by UPLB and BPI 
are also widely grown in the Philippines.
 

Allegation. 
To gain total control over crop pr duction,

IRRI gathers the seeds of indigenous crop varieties and
 
freezes them ina well-guarded "gene bank."
 

Fact. The International Rice Germplasm Center, or 
"gene

bank," 
is a seed preservation and dissemination center that
 
serves rice scientists and farmers around the world.
 
.Scientists and governments deposit seeds of traditional
 
varieties that 
are threatened by extinction for safekeeping

in the bank, and withdraw such seeds 
to use as "genetic

building-blochs" to develop improved varieties locally.

Small seedstocks of 
more than 82,000 varieties from more 
than 100 countries are stored at IRRI. The gene bank
 
assures developing countries of the genetic variability

essential for continuous improvement in rice productivity.
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To develop a seed collection, scientists gather a few
seed heads from rice plants growing wild or in the field, or
 
purchase a handful 
of grains in the market. Genetic
 
conservation does not mean that all seeds of 
a variety are
 
collected, and thus "confiscated" from an area. Only a
 
kilogram or 
so of seeds are stored for multiplication,

evaluation, conservation, and distribution.
 

A large seed collection has no meaning unless we know
 
what useful characters their genes hold. Therefore,

multidisciplinary teams of scientists grow and test all seed
 
samples carefully and catalogue.their traits. Seed samples
 
are supplied upon request, free of cost, to scientists,
 
farmers, and others.
 

In the Philippines, IRRI has cooperated with the
 
Department of Agriculture in the field collection and
 
preservation of seeds of 
1,670 Philippine traditional and
 
introduced varieties, based on 
an IRRI-DA Memorandum of
 
Agreement. Without the gene bank, many of those rice

varieties would have been lost forever. 
 The gene bank also
 
gives Philippine scientists direct and easy 
access to
 
varieties from Africa, Latin America, and elsewhere in Asia.
 

Nepal, Pakistan, and Kenya, upon construction of
 
adequate facilities for local seed storage, have requested,

and received, duplicate sets of seeds of 
their entire
 
national collections.
 

IP! recently returned to Kampuchea seeds of 36
 
traditional varieties that had disappeared during the
 
political disturbances after 1975. 
 Those varieties would
 
have been lost forever without the gene bank. Instead,
 
Kampuchean farmers grow them once again.
 

Allegation. The Philippines has not benefitted from new
 
rice technology.
 

Fact. The annual growth rate of rice production in the
 
Philippines has doubled, from 2.2% 
to 4.5%, since the 1966
 
development of the first improved varieties and technology,

according to the Philippine Bureau of Agricultural

Economics. The growth in rice production was made possible

by HYVs and modern farming methods developed by IRRI, UPLB,

and BPI, and disseminated through extension programs of the
 
Department of Agriculture.
 

- Most important, the Philippine population was only 32 
million in 1966, when MR8, the first IRR-bred HYV, became
 
available. Annual rice production in 1966 was 4 million
 
tons of unmilled rice. Today, the nation's farmers must
 
feed 58 million people, a task that requires 9 million tons
 
of unmilled rice per year. To grow that much rice at
 
previous yield levels of 1.2 tons per hectare would require
 



7.6 million hectares of riceland. The Philippines has on!y

3.5 million hectares of land for growing rice. These
 
figures are 
from the National Economic and Development
 
Authority (NEDA)
 

Furthermore, the Philippine population is increasing by

about 31 yearly. By the year 2000, about 86 million people
 
will have to be fed.
 

Unless critics of high-yielding technology know where
 
to find the additional land, a return to traditional
 
varieties would leave the Philippines with three options.
 

o 	To use scarce foreign exchange to purchase rice from
 
abroad (as was the case from World War II 1978)
to 


o To survive on surplus grain as aid from the
 
industrialized nations.
 

o 	Famine.
 

Allegation. IRRI seeds represent an insidious way of
 
sabotaging the very foundation of the Philippine economy.
 

Fact. Dr. Burton Ohate petizioned the Batasan Pambansa to
 
investigate his charges that IRRI 
was a plot to sabotage the
 
Philippine economy. 
The Batasan held nublic hearings and an
 
Ad Hoc Committee 
came to IRPI to see for themselves. On
 
September 19, 
1985, the Batasan Committee on Agriculture and
 
Food issued a "Report on Resolution No. 221," which stated:
 

"The Ad Hoc Committee on Grains which was created
 
in order to conduct an inquiry in aid of
 
legislation in compliance with the
 
resolution... found [Dr. Onate's] charges to be
 
unfounded. The complainant failed to substantiate
 
his charges while IPRI thru its Director-General
 
has 9pecifically denied the allegations and
 
presented documents supporting its denial.
 

"The Ad Hoc Committee therefore recommends the
 
termination of the investigation and the
 
dismissal of all the charges levelled against
 
IRRI"
 

The report is public record.
 

President Corazon C. Aquino has expressed her
 
appreciation of iRRI's key role in improving local rice
 
production and her desire to 
further strengthen links
 
between IRRI and the Department of Agriculture for the
 
benefit of rice-farming families.
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Standing members of IRRI's Board of Trustees, which
 
sets IRRI's policies and directs its activities, are the
 
Secretary of Agriculture, Secretary Carlos G. Dominguez

(vice chairman), and the president of the University of the
 
Philippines System, Dr. Jose V. Abueva.
 

Allegation. Through backroom politics, IRRI has made sure
 
that Philippine research institutions would study all crops
 
-- except rice.
 

Fact. The promotion of strong national rice research
 
systems is one of IRR2 major task;s. For example, IRRI long

advocated the establishment of the new Philippine Rice
 
Research Institute (PhilRice) to strengthen location­
specific research for different rice-farming environments of
 
the country.
 

IRRI is associated with the development of dynamic rice
 
research systems in many Asian countries, such as
 
Bangladesh, Burma, and Indonesia. 
 For example, IRRI is
 
currently helping develop the China National Rice Research
 
Institute at Hangzhou, and is training cadres of national
 
rice scientists in Tanzania, Kampuchea, Vietnam, and
 
Madagascar and other rice-deficit countries. More than
 
6,000 scientists from 80 countries have been trained at 
IRRI
 
during the past 25 years; 
about 700 have been Filipinos.
 

Allegation. Filipino farmers are buried in debt because of
 
Masagana 99. In spite of IRRI rice technology, farmers are
 
still poor.
 

Fact. This is an old issue. While it is true that many did
 
not pay back Philippine National Bank and Rural Bank loans,
 
the reasons for non-payment are varied. An increase in rice
 
production does not guarantee increase in 
farmer's income.
 
This depends much on 
the law of supply and demand--and on
 
government policies affecting the price of 
farm production

inputs (e.g. f-rzilizer) and the buying price of rice.
 
Government polici.es have artificially lowered the price fo
 
rice and raised fertilizer prices relative to world market
 
prices. It cannot be denied, that the price of rice has
 
declined in the !980s. The consumer price of goods is
 
generally 12 times higher than in the mid 1960s, but the
 
price of rice has increased only 6 times. This means that
 
consumers have benefited tremendously by the new rice
 
technology.
 

Allegation.
 
IRRI is conducting "high risk research" with blast fungus
 
that poses danger to the local rice industry.
 

http:polici.es
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act. 
last is a major disease of rainfed rice-growing areas.
 
ence, the breeding of varieties with built-in genetic

esistance to blast has become increasingly important -­
ecause resistant varieties offer farmers protection against
 
iseases and insects without dependence on costly and
 
nvironmentally disruptive pesticides.
 

ut blast fungus is extremely variable, so 
it often mutates
 
o render resistant varieties susceptible after a few
 
enerations in farmers' Several
fields. scientists around
 
he world have been conducting genetic studies to determine
 
aasons for this enormous variability. IPRI plant

athologists have studied the fungus to determine what
 
Dntrols its virulence. Such research has been underway in
 
apan, Korea, and Taiwan, China -- all rice-growing
 
Dunzries -- for several years.
 

RI obtained 
an official permit of the Quarantine Service
 
the Philippine Bureau of Plant Industry (BPI) to work
 

ith certain blast strains. We have followed strict safety

iidelines for such research, and feel it is not risky.
 

rin science the question is always "How safe is safe?"
 
ZRi's policy is 
to err on the safer side. Hence, we have
 
iken the following steps:
 

1. Ongoing research on the genetics of blast fungus 
.s ceased in October 1987 until the experimental protocol

id facilities are carefully reviewed with the help of
 
ading scientists.
 

2. A Biosafety Committee has been established,
 
chaired by Dr. D.A. Ramirez, Dean, UPLB Graduate School.
 
Its membershio includes not only IRRI research leaders but
 
also Dr. Emeliano Gianzon, Director, Bureau of Plant
 
Industry (BPI); Dr. W. Padolina, Director, national 
institutes of Bdozechnology and Applied Microbiology
(Biotec) ; Dr. Oscar Omina, Chairman, UPLB Plant Pathology
Department; and Dr. Belen Morallo-Rejesus, Chairman UPLB 
Entomology Department. 

The Committee has drafted a proposal for biosafety
 
guidelines.
 

iRRI's sole interest is to assist the rice farmers of the
 
Philippines and 
other developing countries. We are, and
 
will continue to be, extremely cautious -- but we would do
 
Third World farmers a disservice if we denied them the
 
benefits of the enormous progress now being made in
 
agricultural science and technology.
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Allegation. PD 1620 aires IRRI international staff
 
privileoes and immunities reserved only for ambassadors.
 

Fact. Presidential Decree 1620 does not qive IRRI an),

"special" status or immunities beyond those accorded to
 
other international organizations in the Philippines, such
 
as the Food and Agriculture Orqanization, the United nations
 
Development Program, or the Asian.Development Bank. Foreign

scientists at IRRP status as
have the same foreign nationals
 
of the other international organizations and are not immune
 
to Philippine law.
 

Allegation. Farmers in the Phililppines should return to
 
their traditional varieties.
 

Fact. Anyone who wants to plant traditional rices-can do
 
so. The Philippine Rice Research Institute obtained seeds
 
of 1,400 traditional varieties from the IRRI Germplasm Bank
for mul iplication and distribution to farmers. The reason
 
that few farmers grow traditional varieties is simple: they

yield only I to 2 tons per hectare. Also, farmers can
 
usually plant only one crop of traditional varieties per
 
year, but the, can grow two or three crops with modern
 
varieties. This is because traditional varieties take 150
 
to 170 days to mature and many are sensitive to daylength,
 
which binds them to specific seasons.
 

The consemuence of returning to traditional varieties
 

is easily predictable. The Philippines would have to import
 
more than US$1 billion worth of rice every year to avert
 
famine.
 

-ow was this calculated? When modern rice varieties
 
were released in 1966, the Philippine population was 32
 
million. The average yield of rice was 1.2 
ton per hectare
 
and annual production on 3.5 million hectares was 4 million
 
tons of unmilled rice. Since then, population has almost
 
doubled, to 58 *illion 
people, while rice land has decreased
 
to 3.4 million hectares. Fortunately, production has
 
increased to 9 million tons. 
 A return to traditional
 
varieties would mean a rice deficit of 5 million tons of
 
unmilled rice, or 3 million tons of milled rice. importation

of that much rice, at the current international price of
 
about $350/ton of milled rice would cost the Philippines
 
about $1.05 billion.
 

Expansion of rice land is not possible; virtually all
 
land suited for rice is already being farmed. Meanwhile,

population growth and urban expansion are steadily forcing
 
more land out of production.
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Allegation. Orchestrating of all the international
 
Agricultural Research Centers is twe 
Consultative Group on
 
InternationaO Agricultural Research 
(CGIAR) which represents 
a global networh of the multinational agribusinesses through
their "philantropic" foundations and international banks
 
such as the World Bank, the Asian Development Bank, and the
 
International Fund for Agricultural Development.
 

Fact. IRRI, the first of the International Agricultural
 
Research Centers, was established in 1960 by the Ford and
 
Rockefeller foundations with the help and approval of the
 
Government of the Philippines. .oday IRRI is one of 13
 
nonprofit centers supported by the CGIAR, which 
was
 
established in 1971 jointly by FAO, UNDP, and the World
 
Bank.
 

The CGIAR is an association of about 50 donor countries
 
(including the Philippines), international and regional

organizations, and private foundations, 
advised by an
 
independent Technical Advisory Committee of leading

scientists from developed and developing countries.
 

The purpose of the CGIAR is 
to direct the resources of
 
modern biological and socioeconomic research to increase
 
farm productivity in the developing nations of the tropics
 
and subtropics. The research and training programs

undertaken by 13 CGIAR-sponsored International Agricultural

Research Centers around the world seek to arm developing

countries with superior varieties of essential crops and
 
iproved farming systems. The crops and livestock on which
 
the Centers focus are the staples, representing 75 percent

of the food consumed in the developing countries.
 

IRRI receives support, through the CGIAR, from 
a number
 
of donors, including the Asian Development Bank, the
 
European Economic community, the Ford Foundation, the
 
International Development Research Centre of Canada, the
 
International Fond for Agricultural Development, the OPEC
 
Special Fund, thn Rockefeller Foundation, the United Nations
 
Development Programme, the World Bank, 
and the international
 
aid agencies of the following governments: Australia,
 
Belgium, Brazil, Canada, China, Denmark, Finland, France,
 
Federal Republic of Germany, India, Iran, Italy, Japan,

Republic of Korea, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway,
 
Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland,
 
United Kingdom, and United States.
 

The sources 
from which IRRi derives its financial
 
support are indicated in every IRRI publication. Also, the
 
Annual Report and IRRI Highlights provide data on the
 
contributions made by different members of the CGIAR to
 
IRRI's budget every year.
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These organizations provide funds to help developing

:ountries feed themselves, and to become less, not more,
 
ependent on the developed countries and their product.
 

In summary, IRRI is an autonomous noncommercial,
 
onpolitical scientific institution governed by an
 
ndependent Board of Trustees. The Secretary of Agriculture

f the Philippines is the Vice-Chairman of the IRRP Board
 
nd the President of the University of the Philippines is a
 
rustee. IRRI is neither financially supported nor
 
nfluenced in any manner by multinational companies.

econd, TRRI's major research szzateg' is to substitute
 
arn-grown biological inputs for market purchased chemical
 
nputs. Finally, we work toward achievement of steady

rowth in productivity and intensity of cropping on an
 
cologically sustainable basis. We are happy to show our
 
ork to anyone who is interested.
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Annex.M 

ACREEMENT7
 

BETW'EEN' 

THE INTERNATIONAL SERVICE FDR 
NA7-IONA-I 
ACR7CULTURJJA 
 RESLARCH ([SNAR)
 

.AND 

THE )INGDDM OF THE NETHERLA DS
 

CONrERNING 
 TH- HADJDUARTRS OF iSNAR 

Thc m tnnation.l Sc-vicc for Nationj2 AgyricuItu-a2 
Recar-h and the Goycr-n.,nt of the K:ingdm of the
 
Ncthc rlatnds
 

Having r-c~rgd to pkr-gr-,ph 52 of ZSNAR'S cor .tit tio 

Dcsiring to define th: pk vi%.s= and immunitics referred 
to in the zaid paraga-ph 52, 

Have agrrcc d as follows:
 



63 

Article I 

DEFINITIONS
 

For 	the purpose of this Agr-ecment: 

(a) 	 -!SNAR" means the !ntc.-national Ser-vice for National
 
Asricultural Rcsexrch;
 

"(b) 	 "'1Cover3- ncnt means the aoerxnment of the Kingdom of the
 
N ctherland s
 

(M) 	 "'Staff Mmbar" means the' Director Gcencral of 15NAR and
 
all persons assigned by ISNAR under 1SNAR staff 
 regulations, 
othcr thaun persons for supporting sc.vices assirned to 
hourly rates of pay;
 

(e-) -Prcmiscsof ISNAR" means the buildings or parts of
 
buildings and the land ancillar-y thereto used for the
 
o-$icia1 purpose of 1SNAR;
 

(C) 'Official activities of ISHAR' means 1SNAR's activiti=s 
pursuant to its Constitution and includes its 	 administrative 

Article 2
 

JURIDICAL PERSONALITY 

ISNAR" shll poms-es juaridical. crsonality. It shall in particula-r 

have the c-apacit7y 

(a) 	 to contract;
 

(b) 	 to- acquire and dispose of i:movable and movable property; 

(C) 	"to b--C party to legal proceedings. 

Article 3 

INVIOLABI 17Y OF PREMISES 

The p.€ises or 1SNAF shall be inviolable subject to the 

pro-vinions .of Ar-icles 17 and 16 .of this Agreement. Any person 
authori-zed to enter ar place under any lcgal provision or 
on the str-ngh: of the law as described in the said Ak-ticle 17 
shall not excise that authority in razpact of the prcmiscs of 

1SNAR unless p-rmiasion to do so has beemn giv n by or on bchalf 
of the Director Gencral. Such perei-ssion shall be assumed in 

ease of fire or other disaster r-cquiring prompt protectvc action. 
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-2-

If the person refcrred 
to in the xecond entence 
of hs Arcl
 
has written authority given 
 by the Public Pro.ciltor (Procurcul-

Gcncraal) in 
the Court of Appeal (Crechtshof), within the
 
juris diction of 
which the building.is located, 
the Director
 
General or 
the person actinS 
on 
his behalf shall give permission
 

forthwi th.
 

Article 4
 

"INVIOLABILITY OF ARCH .-rV s 

The arahives of 1SNAR shall be inviolable. The'tar= "'archivcs" 

includes all records, corrcpondence, docu~mcnts, manuscripts,photographs, films and rccordinL~ belongings to or held by ISNAR, 

wherever loc-ated. .
 

Arti~c 5 

1. Within~ the limits of its official activities 
uty 

SNAJR shal hav TDJfU. .o-nt axecution_d exccpt: 
(a) to the cxtcn: that 
!SNA shal!l have expressly waived such
inmut,- -- in articular case;
 
(b) in rcspcct of a civil action by a thi-d pa-tyari for damageing 
from an accident causcd by a motor vehicle belonging
 

to or operated on behalf of ZSNAR or in respcct aof motor.itr-ffic offence 
involving such a vehicle;(c)n rcspeCt of rcforccnent of a arbitration award Made 
under -ticic 19 of this Agi-eement; 

(d) in the ev ent of the at achmcnt, pursuant to decisiona bythe judicia2 authorlties, of the sala-ics and emoluments 
owed by ISNAR to a staf member.
2. H R' 5 pro*?Cr- .... "".. . . .c... _ud .,..................... n
Ynda ssts whcrevmr" situte Ih!be I. "
 

f- any'for-offr~m zny.fo.=:f reguisition, ..rquiitinconfisr-4tion,- " .. .. . ." ro-riation and 
- c -

shall also be imuuunc from any form 
. guestrartio _: Th c v 

of 
ad&zinistrative or pr-ovisional judicial constraint, exccpt
 

insofe_- as mv 
 be tc-porariiy ncessa_--v in connection with the
prevent3on of, and investigation into, accidents involving 
motor 
vehicles belonging 
to, or operated 
on behalf 
of ISNAR.
 

../3
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Z-' ~Article 	 6 

EXEMP7 Oh FROM TAXES 

I. 	ISNAP., its' asmcts, income and other propery shall be exempt 

from all direct taxesDircct axces include income tax, 

capital tax, corporation t.x and direct taxes , levied by 

local authoritics. It is'tnmes-tood, hovwevcr,..T-hat 1SNAR will 

not claim CxCmptior, from t axs which arc, in fact, no more 

than chargcs for public utility scrviccs.
 

Z. 	The motor vehicles registered for ISNAR shall, on request, 

be exempted from motor vchicle ta-r. 

3. 	 ISNAR mh-all be accorded a refund of car tax amnd value added 

tax payed on =cb purchase of motor car, a.id value added tax 

payed on th- supply of goods or s crvices of uubstuntial vA.Iu 

for official use. ISNAA shall be accorded a refund of the excise 

duty clement included .in..the price of spir-its And hydro­

c-arbons much A fue! oils and motor fuels purchased by ISNA--' 

for official u. 

Ar-ticle 7 

IMPORTS AND -- PORTS 

ISNAR mhall be 

(a) exe ..pt "r -ustoms duties and prohibitions and restrictions 
on imports ond cxports in resoect of articles imported or 
c• ortd by !SNAR for its official use; it is understood, 
however, that articles imported under such exemption will 
not bc 5old in the Netherlaznds cxccpt under conditions 
ayrecd to' vith the Govrnmn-t; .. 

(b) exempt fr-o= duties and prohibitions and restrictions on 
•imp>orts and Cex-orms in respCct of'its publications. 

../4
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Article 8
 

Without being rstricted by' financial controls, revulati ons 
or m ora oria of any kind, IrNAR max
 

-) -ecceive and hold-funds, C-ur. Cnc-y, of
cAsh cr S.Ccuritics 

any kind and opcratc IaccoDUs in any currency. 

(b) freely transfer its fjuncs, cur-3-ncy, cash or s euritiesand conve-t anv, currency hcQd bv, it an,into othmr 
currcncy. . V 

*A'-ticae€ S
 

COKKUNICATI ONSK} ­

r. ior- official±ts Communications ISNAR s hall enjoy treatment 
not 1es5 favorable than that amcordcd by the Netherlands to 
other intcrnational orgizationz. 

2. No censorship sha-l be 
applied to 
or-cial communications 
of
 
_SNAP.• by whmtcvc.- in,'" s .,of aommu-nicati on. 

PUBLICAT41ONS
 

The transnimaion of publications and other information matcrizl 
scr.t by or to ISNAR sha2. not 
be r-estrictcd in any way. 

Article 13
 

BOARD OF TRUS7T'-5 AND JF-CIAL'VISITOr5
 

The G6
 vcrnment shajj fac!!itate "theentry, stay and 6epa.-ture 
of the mcmb-7s of the Bn.prd of 
7.-ustecs and of persons attend­
ing meetings of !SNAR or visiting !SNAR on official business. 
The members of Boardthc shall. be accorded'the same privilcgcs 

/5 



in r-cpcct of currcncy or exchange aa re j-c"-orded --o .Staff 

Mamb-- of 1SNAR. 

A-ticle 12 

STAFF MEMBERS 

The 	'51 ff nb=-s-of'1SNAR ShKall 

spok n,- a. '_lw-. d" . ! l Acts pcrfo rmd.by .heiin."their: 
2Iofieiicapaci ty- and .wi thin the limitsofter thry
'This .. znm.n.y sh all no: apply -in the casc 
 of amotor t-affic 

offenae committed by a Straff Membcr, nor in the case of 
damagc caused by a motor -vchicle belonging to or driven
by a Staff5 Mcmbc-; 

documnts; "­

(c) 	 rnj0y_.togct cr thhoezb-of jail'h­

-Ce as diplomaic agenzs;.:.­

bec Acco.-dcd the s&=c privileges in respecr- of exchaznge 
faciltics a-S are accor-ded by the Nethc l;nd1 to Stafr
 
)4ibe-s of international or-animations; ­ -	 I 

(c) 	 have the right, unless they arc Netherlands nationz.1s, to
 
impL-7t fr-ee of duty thci- iousehold effec= axd personal
 
belongings at the tirne of first 
 taking up thci- functions
 
in the Nethcrlands.. The a-me applies to the export 
 of
 
the szaid Sood-s on tern-imation.
 

A-ticle 13 

REGISTRATION, 
pERMITS 

1. Non-Netherlands .Staff Me-mbc-s of ISNA. 

(a) 	 shall enjcy exemption frx aliens' rcgistration
 
for=alitics 
 and shall not reoquire a resi6ence permit 
previd:d that they' hold the personal i6cntiry card 
referred to in paragraph 2 of -his &rticle.; 
the s-&&n sha!l apply t.o non-Netherlands r cmbe-s of 
thair familics forming part of their houYehohlds; 

(b) 	 shall not require a work .mit. 

2. Thc Stmff Member-% of ISNAR and non-Netherlands cumbcrs of 

thcir fax-ilies for=ing pjart of their households shall hole 

. /6 
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- personal identity card issued by 1SNAR 5tatin nums, 

d.ate xnd place of birth, nationaliy, number of passport 

(Aicns only), and baarinS photograph and signatur. 
The
 

identity ca-ds shall be authenticated by the Minist-y of
 

Formign Af'airs 
of the Kingdom of the Netherlands.
 

Article 24
 

TAXATION OF INCOME 

Subject"to the conditions and following the procedure laid
 
down by the Boiard of T.-ustees and 
 agred with the G overnmcnt
 
the Director Gcj -rzl 
 and the Staff Memb-rs shall be subject to
 
a ta-, for the benefit of ISNAR, on 
salarics and emoluments 

paid by ISNAR. From thc date on which this tax is applied
 

such salaries and emoluments 
 shall be -xempt from NatherlaIands 

income tax.
 

The Goverxent hall reta-in the right to take these salarics 
aLnd emoluments into account when asessing the amount of tax 
to be applied to income 
from other Souxrcs. In the ev-rit 'ttT-. 

'SNAP. pe.r-tes a systm for the paYmnt-er-. p-nsions-amnd 

annuities to its former Stazf Niembcrs and their dependents, the 
prov-.sions of this Article shall not apply to such pensi-ons 

and annuities. 

Articl e 15 

SOCIAL S__CUP.'!T'Y SC]'.M-..X,'. 

Provided. !SNAR establishes its own socia.1 secuirity schaeme or 
acihc--=s to a 5ocial sccurit-N, schamf, 1SNAR., 'the Director 
Genc.-al and the other Staff Mcmcrs s-hall "bc excep~t from a.11 

ccm:u_5or-y contributions to the Netherlands -socil2 secuzity 
organi=ations. Con.scoumntly, they shall not be covered against 

the risks dccribed in the Nctherlands social seaun~ty 

rcg-ulations. 

•./7
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Articl I 26 

PURPOSE AND SCOPI OF PP1rILZrS AND IMMUNIILrS 

1. The privileges and immunities accorded in this Agrccment 
'to the Staff Members of ISNAR arc provided solely to 

ensure in all cicumstanccs the unimpeded functioning of 
ISNAR and the complete indepencence of the persons to whom- -

they re aLccoqrdc=. 

Z. The Dirc=tor Gncral has the right and the duty to waive 

suc-h immunities (other than his own) in any case where the
immunity would impede thc courscof Justice, and where it 
can be waived without prejudice to thc .interests of ISNAR. 
In respect of the Director Genrz.l thc Board of Trustccs 
of ISXAR has a similar 'right and duty. 

A--ticlc 17. 
k. 

COOPTRA7 ON 

ISHAR shall c~oocr-ate i t za! t-mes with the "appropriatcNetherlands authorities in order to facilitate the proper
administr.ation of justice, to ensur th€cv~cco~O.c 

reg-u.lations and regulations concerning the handling of 
inlxabl-matar-iz1, public health, labour inspection and 
other similar naztional icislation, and to prevent any abL..3e 
of the piivilegcs and immunities and facilitics provided for 
in this Agrececcnt. 

Article IS
 

SECUP-TY 

The Government retains the right to take &ll precautionary 
measures in the intcrest of it- 5cu-iZy. 

. ... ...... .. . . . . .... -...­ _... .... _ .. 
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Article 19 

ARBE TRATI ON 

. here MSNAR enters into contrActs 
(other than 
contracts
 
concludcd in 
 accordance 
with 
stpff regulations) ISNAR 
shall include an.arbitration. clause whereby any disputes 
arising out of the interpretation or' execution of the 
contract may 
at the rccues of either party be 
submitted
 
=o p-ivate arbitration. Unless 
otherwise agred, the arbi­
-ration shall be 
conducted under the 
rules of 
the Nether­
lands Arbitration Institute.
 

Z. MSNAR sha!ll, 
at the instance of the Gaove-nrnt, submit to
 
arbitration any dispute
 

(a) arising out of 
damagc caused by ISNAk; 
(b) 
involving any other non-contractu& 
responsibility of
 

ISNAR;
 

(c) involving 
a St--ff Member, and in 
which the person
 
conce-ned can claim immunity fro=.ji"mdiction underA--ticle 12 if this immunitywith Ar-tic2.c le paragraph Z. 

is rwt wrwaivee ±n accordance 
claim for immunity frorr 

in such disputes wherejurisdiction thearises under Article 
1Z, the responsibility of SNAR shall in such .-bi'tration
be substituted for that 
of the person concerned. 

Article 20 

S-T7)ZMZ.hIT OF DISPUTES 

1. Any dispute'., between the Parties concerning the interprcta­
tion or application of 
the present Agrecmcnt which cannot 
be settled xmicably, shall be su'izitted, at the reouest of
 
any Party 
to the disput, to an arb.4tra tribunal, composedof thre member. 
 Zach Party shall appoint one 
arbi'crator
 
and the two ar-bitrators 
thus.appointed shall 
together
 
appoint a third 
 arbitrator as their chairman. 

7/ .
 



2. 	 If one of the Parties fa ils to appoint its arbitrator and 

has rot procccdcd to do so within two months after an 
invitation fro= the othcr Party to make much x~n appointment 

the latter Pa.-y may invite the Presidant of the Interna­

tional Court of Justice to make the necessary appoinmment. 

3. 	 If the two arbiti-atois are unable to reach agreement, in 

the two months following their appointmenz, on* the choice 

of the third arbitrator, either Pa&rty may invite.the
 

President of the International Court of Justiac to make
 

the necessary appointment.
 

4. 	Unless the Parties decide otherwise, the tribunal shall
 

determine its own procedur. 

S. 	'The tribunal shall rach its drcision by a majority of 
,*otas.
 

Such decision %hall be fina-1 and binding on the Parties 

L to the diput. 

Ar-ticlc 21 

p
 

R-POR7ING ON STA-F SITUATION
 

L i 
ISNAR shall communicate 'to the Government from time to time 

a list of Staff Me=mh--s. 

71 	 ISNA.R shall inform the Govcernmenr-t of the appointment auid dis­
minsal 'f Staff Mcm1be.-s individually. 

Article 22 

TINAL PROV ISIONS. 

I. This Agr=ement shall cntcr into force 
on the day of its 

t signature. 

. 

- Iz
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2. 
The A.m-eemnt 
rjl. .
 in in 
 for an 
The Armtn-

fo2-C indefinite pcriod. 
may be 
tr 
zminated &£ter consultation between
 

the Pagtres hI.-to. 
This 
 , will automafl. y bc terminated at the dis­
solution of 1SNA-R. 

2. 	Negotiatios fon- the .evision of and for amndments to this
Agreement shal1 
 be conducted pt 
the ycquest of either 
Party.
 

4. W4th respect to the )ingdom o£ the Neth.-'Clands this Agreement
"ill apply tothc xingdom in _uropC only. 

In witness whereof 
the undersigned, being dutly 
huthorized
 
thereto, have signed 
this Axr-eem, 
-


Done at The iague-on 2 June~ 2980, in duplicate, in the 
E-ngnish languagc. 

.FI ;or thent,nationaa's.vice 
ro. the Govrmnment of 

I- . 

oi 

I,I

I . 
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75 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF COLOMBIA 

AND THE 

CENTRO INTERNACiONAL DE AGRICULTURA TROPICAL (CIAT) 

The Government of tht Republic of Colombia and the Centro internacional 

de Agricultura Tropical (CIAT), 

WHEREAs : 

1. The Consultative Group on international Agricultural Research 

(CGIAR) is a group of national governments, multilateral aid 

agencies, private foundations and other corporations that have 

contributecd to the establishment of a network of international 

ag-icult-ral research centers and provided support to said system for 

the purpose of increasing agricultural production throughout the 

deveioping world. 

2. The three co-sOonsors of the CGIAR are the international Bank 

for. Reconstruction and Development (IBRD), the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations (FAD) and the United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP). 

3. The Centro inter-naciona] de Agricultura Tropical (CIAT) is 
establishe-d in Colombia under an agreement made between the 

Rockefelier Foundation and the Government of Colombia on November 
10, 1967; and both CIAT and its international scientific and 
international personnel have enjoied the privileges, prerrogatives. and 

exemptions granted therein by Decree 301 of March 7, 1968. 

4. The Centro Internacional de Agricultura Tropical (CIAT) is a 
private nonprofit organization, registered under Public Deed No. 

4717, dated October 18, 1967, at the Third Notary Public's Office in 
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Bogota, and was recognized as a )kga] corporation by Resojution No. 
4939 of the Ministry of Justice dated December 4, 1967. 

5. CIAT operates as an international agricultural research center 

within the C01AR system with the mandate to carry out researcrh on 

problems of tropical agriculture fer the benefit of Colombia and 

other developing countries. 

6. The Government of Colombia'and the cc'-sponsor&, in a memoran­

dum signed on October 12, 1983 upon the occasion of the tenth 

anniversar-y of the inauguration of CIAT's permanent. headouarters, 

exDressed their special interest in CIAT's continuing to carry) out its 

activiti-s satisfactorily and their belief that it is essential that CIAT 

have the status and characteristic.; appropriate to its international 

mandate, to its international sources of financing, and to the 

international charactmr of its staff. 

7. The International Bank for Reconstruction and Development 

(IBRD) and the United Nations Development Fh-irnMr, (UNDF), by-­
agrement signed in Washinton (United States) on May 28, 1986 

iounded the Centro Internacional de Agricultura Tr-opical (CIAT) with 

jegaJ capacity and internationaJ status, with tihe intention that CAT, 

as re .rrnd to in paragraph 3 of this Agreement, continue -its 

existence and op-r-ations with headquarters in Colombia, under the 

terms of the .mewly constituted CIAT, which has legal capacity and 

international status. 

8. CIAT's Act of Constitution signed-by the IBRD and UNDP, 

stipulates that CIAT enter into an agre-ment with the Government of 

Colombia that wifl regulate the continued e=xistence of CIAT in 

Colombia with its new legal capacity and recognition of its. 

international status. 
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NOW THEREFORZ: 

The Governmcnt of the Republic of Colombia and the Centro 

Internaciona] de Agricultura Tropical (C1AT) agree to the following: 

ARTICLE ONE 

(a) By means of this Agreement, the Government of Colombia grants 

permanent headouarters in its territor.y to the Centro internacional de 

Agricultura Tropical (CIAT); and as a contribution to the accomplishment 

of its fundamental objectives, guarantees the continuity of the facilities 

and privileges established by the present Agreement. 

(b) The Government of Colombia recognizes the Centro Internacional 

de Ag-icultura Tropical (CIAT) as an independent, nonprofit organization 

of international character, with legal capacity, with international sources of 

funding. 

(c) in this Agreement, the expressrm 'tftttrT Mdtr r 

slaif" refer to high-level scientific, technical and administrative staff who, 

in accordance with CIAT's policies, are contracted under, international 

status. 

ARTICLE TWO 

CIAT shall dis5eminate, by the means it dee s most appropriate, the 

technoiogy generated by its scientists. The Ministry of AgricuJture and 

specialized inmtitutions dedicated to agricultural research and developm-nt, 

such as the Instituto Colombiano AgropCcuario (ICA), the Federaci6n de 

accessA:rroceros (Fed_'-earo:), the Federacri6n de Caieteros, etc. 	 shall have 

CIAT shall grantto CIAT-generated technology in their az-as of interest. 

admission in its training programs to Colombian proiessionals. For this 

purpose, CIAT may establish agreements or contracts with Colombian 

en titi s. 
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ARTICLE THREE
 

In accordance with th- Agreement signed between the IBRD and UNDP 

(Articje Seven, Paragraph 1), which stioulates that the country hosting 

C1AT shal have representatives on CIAT's Board of Trustees, to be 

selected by the host country and CIAT, the present Government of 

Colombia and CIAT deem it desirable to continue the arrangement whereby 

the ioflowing Colombian citizens shal] be ex officio members of CIAT's 
Board of Tz-uste-_s: the Minister of Agriculture, the Director Genera] of the 

1nsttuto Colombiano Agrooecuario, (ICA), and the Rector of the 

Universidad Nacional de Colombia. A fourth Colombian member shall be 

freely elected by the Board of Trustees. 

AR7l ;LE FOUR 

The .'ernment' of. Colomba" grants the fofowin' iv_-s d 

I_mmunitis to..CiAT in the territory of Colombia: 

1. Premises 

The premises where CI-AT has its headquarters in the 

mn-cipality of ?aimfra and the residence of the Director Genera in 

Cali shall be in-iolable. For this purpose CIAT shall present the 

reouired documeItation to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

2. Archives 

The archives of CIAT shall be inviolable. The term 'archives' 

shall include, inter alia, all financial and other records, 
aorrespond-n ce, documents, manuscripts, photographs, films, and 

.recordings belonging to or held by CIAT, on the premises refcrrcd to 

in SS-ction I of this Article. 

3. immunities 

(a) Within the limits'of its-official---a=tivities-CIATsha] have. 

immunity from jurisdiction and execution, except: 
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(1) to the extent that CIAT shall have express)y waived 

such immunity in a particular case; 
(2) with regard to a civil action by a third party for 
damages arising from an accident caused by a motor vehicle 
belonging to or operated on behalf of CIAT, or with respect 
to a motor traffic violation involving such a vehic)e; and 
(3) in the event of an embargo, pursuant to a decision by 
the judicia authorities, of the salaries and emoluments owed 

by CIAT to a staff membe-. 
(b) Subject to paragraph (a) (3) above, C.IAT's-property and 

E,.th.'e--. seta froi..­nell beme i --fb S aiff-fo 6'f :ie dii'iti~n, ­

rcon fiscitii., ex-onr a77n, and 'seouesa'ti5ni LThey shall also be: 
_n..-om.any-forrn. _administrative --.of or- provisional- judicial 

.E6-fis traint- except insofar as may be temporarily necessary in 
connection with the prevention of, and investigation into, accidents 
involving motor vehicles belonging to or operated on behalf of CIAT. 

4. Taxes 

(a) CIAT as a legal corporaiion, its assets, income and 
expenditures, and all operations and transactions engaged in or 
p-eriormed by CLA.T in Pursuit of its objective-s, shall be exempt from 

1 kinds of taxes, direct or indirect, assessments, .levies, 

contributions, and cha.-ges against persons, obje.cts or activities, 
whether levied bf- the Nation, (depzartamentosX, Municipalities or 
decentralized institutions, regardless of their purpose or destination. 
The foregoing shall not apl)yto charges for public services. 

(b) To implement the provisions of the foregoing Section (4) 
paragraph (a), the Government shall make appropriate arrangements 
for reimbursing CLA.T for such (indirect) taxes as may be included in 
the purchase price of goods or services purchased by CIAT in 

pursuit of its objectives. 

5. irPorts and exports 

(a) In' addition to the dispositions of the foregoing Section, 
CIAT shall be exempt from customs duties under the terms of Deviee 
3312 of November 14, 1985 and the rules that complement or modify 
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it; and the prohibitions and restrictions On imports and exports of 
articles imported and -xported by CIAT to carry out its operations. 

(b) CIAT may import, fret of customs duty, the vehicles 

needed for its official use, or for the use of its international staff. 

Such vehicles sial] be importd and registered in the name of MAT. 

The number of vehicles in its fleet hall be equa] to that registered 

in the name of CIAT with the Office of the General Director of 

Protocol of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs at the time of the signing 

of this Agreement. Heraft-r, all 'additional vehicles shall be justified 

by neans of a petjtor-v memorandum addressed to the Genera] Director 

of Protocol. 

The policy for the importation and sale of vehicles that are the 

property of CIAT, as well as the registration and assignation of 
license plates, shall be the same as that established for Technical 

Missions under Decree No. 232 of 1967 and other applicable 

regulations. 

(c) Without restricting the generality of the foregoing, CIAT 

shall be authorized to import and export such biological materials as 

may be reouired by CIAT for its scientific research, sub}ect to th-e 

ouarantine and inspection laws and regulations of Colombia, in order 

to DTrevent the introduction into the countr-y or export of serious 

diseases or pests; the Government of Colombia shall assure the 

prompt and e>,editious insp-ection of all such materials. ln 

application of the ioregoing, the Ministry of Agriculture of Colombia 

shall instruct the Sanitary and Customs authorities in Colombia to 

allo'w free zno'aement of CIAT's seeds and genetic materials within 

Colombia. For e:X-ort pu-poses, CIAT shall present only the bill of 

lading. to the corresponding authorities. CIAT shall be exempt from 

the requisite of registering the exportation. 
(d) The Office of the Director General of Customs in Co)ombia 

shall fac-ilitate th- nationalization of the vehicles and goods consigned 

to CIAT, including the household effects of CIAT's international 

sta.ff. 

Likewise, to facilitate the importations to which this Agreement 

refers, no prior license shall be required, sufficing the presentation 

of the Bill of Lading to the customs authorities upon arrival of the 
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merchandise to Colombian ports as the only document reouired to 
obtain its prompt nationalization. Automotive vehicles shall be
 
governed by the dispositions found in 
 Section 5 (b) of this article. 

To facilitate the importation and release of goods imported by the 
Centro internacional de Agricultura Tropical (CIAT), the Center shall 

maintain a qualified Customs Deposit within its installations in Palmira. 
Likewise, the Customs authorities shall authorize the rapid transfer 

of any goods arriving for CIAT at any Customs offices in the country 

to the CAT Deposit. The Centro Inter-nacional de Agriculture 

Tropical shall be responsible for said transfer. 

6. Funds and Assets 

(a) With no restrictions as to financial controls, regulations, or 

moratoria of any kind, CIAT shall be able to: 

(1) receive and hold its funds in any currency, in cash, 

or securities of any kind, and manage accounts in any 

currency; 

(2) freely transfer such funds and convert them into any 

typ-e of currency whensoever it deems necex-zry-. 

(b) At the request of CIAT, the Government of Colombia shall 
assist CIAT in obtaining the most favorable conditions for CIAT's
 
transactions in cychange of foreign currency 
 for Colombian currency
 

and Vice Versa.
 

(c) The Ccntro Liter-nacional de Agricultura Tropical (CIAT) 
shaL be able to receive donations from Colombian entities and 
persons, which, will quahify for tributar-y discounts and benefits for 
those who make thmm, in accordance with the conditions regulated by 

the legaJ diispositions in force at the tine of the donation, thereby 

enabling CIAT to issue the corresponding certLificates of donation 

valid for tributory effects. 

(d) Receive and acouire through donations, concessions, 
exchanges, commodates, bequests, transfers, purchase or l]as­

whether it be in the form of property, 6-cposits, contributions of 
personal property or real estate, by any person, firm or entity, 
including funds and valuable effects-that may be requircd by CIAT 
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to c-rry out its goals and objectives; and possess, operate, use and 

dispose of these same properties and goods in any form. 

7. 	 Communications 

For its official communications and publications, CIAT shall enjoy 

treatment no less favorable than that accorded to oLher- international 

organizations by the Government of Colombia. 

8. 	 Publications 

CIAT shall be free to publish and disseminate the results of its 

research and other informational material related to its work without 

restriction. CIAT publications shall enjoy the postal rates within the 

territory3 of Colombia equal to those granted to other publications of 

the same nature. 

9. 	 Emloyment roIicies 

(a) CIAT shall be fre to establish such employment policies 

a~d conditions for its internationally rec-uited staff as shall be 

appropriate to permit CIAT to employ 2zd retain -szci=--*r: --­

intr-nationaJ basis, without disc-imination as to nationality or origin 

or any consideration other than oualiifications and experience. The 

rights and obligations of such staff accredited before the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs pursuant to Article Four, Section 13, paragraph (a) 

shall b-e governed exclusively by the terms and conditions established 

by CIAT. 

(b) F.mloyees and workers of CIAT, other than the 

intecrnationally tecru-ited staff refer-red to in paragraph (a) above, 

shall be subject to Colombian labor law. With respect to such 

peronnel, CIAT shall com ly with Colombian Iegislation cove--ing 

minimum wages, extra pay for night work, rest on Sundays and 

holid-ays, income ta2x, and inscriDtiCon of said personnel in the 

Colombian Social Security institute. It is understood that CIAT shall 

not make contributions to The National Apprenticeship Service (SENA) 

because this is a tax. from which CIAT is exempt pursuant to Article. 

Four, Section 4 of this Agreement. 
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CIAT, the international organization, shall assume a]] the 

liabilit.ies arising from labor contracts that are current), the 

responsibility of ClAT, the Colombian corporation, which is the 

subject of Whereas clause three of this Agreement. 

10. Board of Trustees 

(a) Tho-se members of the Board of Trustees who are not 

Colombian citizens shall enjoy the privileges and immunities described 

in paragraphs (a)(1), (a)(2), (b)(1) and (b)(2) of Section 13 of this
 

Article.
 

11. Director General 

(a) The Director Genera] of CIAT, if he is not a Colombian 

citizen, shall have th-e status of Chief of International Technical 

Mission and Representative of an International Organization and shall, 

therefore, enjoy tne p--iviDeges and immunities set forth in Article 

8(a) of Decree No. 3135 of 1956 an-d De=-=e No. 232 of 1967 of the 

Government of Colombia. 

(b) The Chairman of the Board of Truz.tcas *of .CAT.hal_ 

inforM the Ministr-y of Foreign Affairs, in each case, of the name of 

tht person designated to occupy said position. 

(c) The Director General of CIAT shall duly notify the Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs of the name of the person(s) who replace him in 

the perfor-mance of his duties in the event of his temporary absence. 

(d) The Director General shall register his sdgnature and those 

of other adnini rti v e personnel whom he authorizes to sign routine 

6ocumrnnts before' th- Ministr-y of Foreign Affairs, as well as 

aplicabons for visas, issuance of documents of i6dentity, drivers' 

icenses, etc.
 

12. Visas 

Applications for visas for technical and scientific personnel, 

assigned to service at CI.AT, foreign Board of Trustee members, and 

technicians and s6ientists who participate in training programs, 

seminars, or conferences, shall be presented to the Visa Division of 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs by the Director of the Center or his
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reprmse-ntative, without having to attach the Special Form of the 

Rotating Fund, but accompanied by a resume of the applicant and 

desc-iption of the work to be done in the country and the duration of 

stay. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs shall grant the corresponding 

visas, e.xempt from taxes, and shall facilitate the entry into the 

country of the Center-'s staff mremberIs, their spouses and children. 

Foreign personnel with perman-nt contracts, as well as their spouses 

and children, shall be granted service visas for one (1) year, 

extendable for equa] periods until the' mission terminates. 

Professionals who come to collaborate on scientific research, 

participate in training programs or as visiting researchef-s for periods 

greater than Lhree (3) months, shall be given a Service Visa for a 

period of ten (10) months, extendable, with no rights for personal 

imports. Their spouses and childrtn shall be given the same visa for 

Lhe same period. 

Scientific researchers and students, foreign members of CIAT's 

Board of Trustees, pa--ticipants in international seminars or 

distinguished visitors who come for period up to thrme---(3) motkh6 

shall be given a Co~urtesy Visa for the term of their stay, extendabe 

for one (1) additional month, -priorrequest by the Director General of 

the Center. 

The visa policy established under this Agreem-nt can be modified 

by comDemntary -agreements subscrib-.d to by the Government of 

Colombia and CIAT. 

13. internationally Recruted Staff 

(a) *ml-intrn--ationalyrecruited staff iibembers -of CAT,: shall be 

accredited beiore the MiniGrrT of Foreign Affairs and shall enjoy the 

following privileges: 

(1) 'immunity from jurisdiction with .respect'.to all words. 

'spokin 	 or written and all acts performed by.them in their 

official capacity and within the limits of their authority; 

(2) inviolability r'f a1i their official documents; ' 

(3) exemption A:-om payment of taxes, tributes or duties or, 

national and international travel fares paid in connection 
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with the exercise of their offici-' duties and of taxes upon 
entry into and departure from the Colombian territory; and 

(4) utilization of official vehicles for personal use. 
(b) Internationally recruited non-Colombian staff members of 

CIAT'7shall enjoy the folbowing additional privileges and immunities: 
(1) immunity from personal arrest and..det'ention; -
(2) exemption from incbme tax and surtaxes on fees. 
salaries and emoluments paid to them by CIAT; 

(3) exem~fion from all p-rsonal service of a civic nature; 

(4) e.xemption from reg'istration as foreigner's "and- lrom 

immigration restrictions on 'them and their dependent family 

memb--rs; 

(5) freedom to keep their personal accounts in foreign 

cu-rency and to e_xchange, through authorized entities, 

fore ign currency into Colombia currency, and to withdraw 
all balances in foreign currency at any time during and at 

th- nd of, their service to CIAT; 
(6) the same repatriation facilities and the same rights to 

protection by the Colombian authorxities for themselves and­

their ciie-pendent family members, as are enjoyed by the 

mnmb=_rs of diplomatic missions of foreign countries during 

periods of international tension, or internal or international 
hostilities ; 

'(7) -the right to import free of customs duties their 

household effects and personal belongings upon their arrival 

in Colorbia and to export said goods upon termination of 

th-eir :mission here, within six months of their arrival in or 

departure from the same; 

(8) when suchan ainte--nation'ally recruited staff member 

has comvleted four (4) continuous years of service to CIAT 

and the Director General considers that his contract shall 

continue for an indefinite period, the Director General may 

reauest permission from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, for 

•said 	 staff member to renew his personal household efiects. 

by importing them free of consular, customs and other 

duties; 
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(9) at the discretion of the Ministry• of Foreign Affairs and 

upon prior petition by the Director General, CIAT may 

introduce into Colombia, free of customs and additional 

duties, c-rtain articles for exclusive personal use or private 

consump tion, such as foodstuffs, spirits, medicines, etc., 

and 

(i0) an appropriate visa, a driver's license issued by the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs for the technician and his 

family, and an identity., card or cards attesting to his 

association with CIAT, for purposes of applying the 

privileges and immunities recognized under this Agreement. 

The identification card issued by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

for non-Colombian internationaly recruited staff and their families, 

shall serve for purposes of full identification before all Colombian 

authoritis. 

14. ImDlcmentation 

(a) For the purpose of granting w.Lint- nai y r. 

staff member of CIAT the privileges and immunities set forth in this 

Agreement, the Director General of CIAT or his representative shall 

furnish the Ministry of Foreign Affairs individual applications, giving 

the name of the staff member and his dependents, a brief deszription 

of the staff me ber's oualifications and experience, and the work he 

will do, and the expcected duration of the staff member's employment. 
(b) In -order to extend the aforementioned privileges and 

immunities to the m-mbers -of CIAT's Board of Trustees, of the 

Diredtor Genera-] or his repres-entative shall provide to the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs a list of the Colombian and non-Colombian memb>ers of 

the Board and shall update this list year)y. 

(c) The same- steps shall be taken by the Director General of 

CIAT or his representative before the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to 

obtain the respective visas, . exemptions- from immigration and 

departure taxes, and other facilities for entering the country for 

fellowship holders, tem.orary consultants, conference participants, 
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the immediate iamily of 2 non-Coombian Board mcmber accompanying 

the Board member, and officia] visitors. 

.5. Waiver of immunity 

The Director Genera] of CIAT shall be able to and should waive 

the immunity of any intcrnationally recruited staff in any case where, 

in his opinion, the immunity would impede the course of justice, and 

the waive can be made without impairing the interests of CIAT. 

ARTICLE FIVE 

The provisions of this Agreement shall be implemented by virtue of 

pertimn-nt .measures on the part of the Government of Colombia. The 

parties to this h-reby recognize that the implementation and application of 

these provisions shall reouire the Government and CiAT to carry out 

consultations directly on a regular basis and agree that problems arising in 

relation to the interpretation or application of the privilege:s and immunities 

referred to herein shall he discussed, consir or-- ­

aDpropriate, by the Government of Colombia and CIAT. 

ARTICLE SIX 

CIAT, as a .legal internationa] entity, shall be independent of the 

organizations that established it. Accordingly, neither IBRD or UNDP, 

nor any othr--r member of the CGIAR shall be liable for any of 'the 

obligations cont-acted by CIAT. 

ARTICLE SEVEN 

When this Agreement enters into effect, CIAT with Legal Capacity 

4.39, granted .on 4 December 1967 by the Ministry of Justice of Colombia, 

shall be dissolved and all its assets and libilities shall be transferred to 

the newly created CIAT with international status. 
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ARTICLE EIGHT
 

1. This Agreement shall enter into effect thirty days alter the
 

Government of Colombia has notified CIAT that said Agreement has
 

received the approval of the Colombian Congress.
 

2. This Agreement shall remain in force until one of the following
 

events occurs, whichever shall be first:
 

(a) 	 one year after the Government of Colombia or CIAT shall 

have notified the otherx of the termination of the Agreement; 

or 

(b) 	 the date upon which a resolution shall have been taken to 

dissolve CIAT in accordance with its statutes. 

UDpon termination of this Agreement and once resolution to 

dissolve the Center has been adopted statutorily, CIAT shall proceed 

with the liquidation of the Center's assets; and aftr.r all debts have 

been paid, any remaining assets in Colombia shall be transferred to 

other nonprofit Colombian institution_ .dedctzd t rcsz h. 

or extension that CIAT and the Ministry of Agriculture deem most 

appropriate. 

IN WITNESS THEREOF, the parties to this Agreement, acting 

through their" duly authorized, legitimate representatives, hereby sign 

this AgreemeDant in their r spective names. 

Done in Bogot-, on the fifth da, of May of nineteen hundred 

eight-y-seven (1987) in t'.vo copies, equa3ly valid. 

FOR 	 THE GOVERNMENT OF COLOMBIA: FOR CIAT: 

JULIO LONDORO PARE.DES JO1N L. NICKEL
 

Ministro de Relaciones Exteriorcs Director General
 


