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The Libcria l)crnogril)hic MRI -lcalhh SuTrvey 

(1)-IS) was designed to0 providc pllicrs and i)olicyiak­

ors with vital iilhiriiiatiion onl ferility, familv Iplawing, 
and Inatcrnal and child health. It was (.()Il~.cd by the 

Bureati of'Statisik's oft'ilc IiIbcriaii Ntiiisil v oft IPlaiiiing 99 

At current rates, women, will
 
give birth to a'n average of about
 
six children duringtheir
 
repnodactive lives.
 

andl'coi ioii.\ffis. A total IwniciI)cbtwccn'M )f 5,239 

the agcs of 15 and .19 wcrc inicr'iciwd( in a nati<onal-lcwl 
saluct bcm'lwtii Iclhrlanv ,uid uly' 1986i. 

The SUlV!('V hlaWs a Jpiclncdof Liberia as a ra)idly 

gro)wiing (0'!lir wiil) high iNiicrn plai-IfCrlilily.. failil 

inilg i1clillo(s ha\'( vcl I gaili brolatll , ald 

1i1d0l ioiial )1(ir iCcs Oi sCxtial ;itsiillCc i.l bitsl f(cd­
ill ,atcrchiildlirlh rem-cain 1ihc chit'f' l i~l i l isl 

)rcgIiaiicy. 

)aia p)(.'aillilg Ig 1(c 11 l l(l ii­ilid rtalilV ai'm 

aging. Whilc niriilitiv fior childiren undcr ihe age of fiV 

is still high, r-ais halve dcclincd l \(ti" hd last 1'5 ycars. 
Liberiai's colllinumcd commlllitmet'l tol providing Ill1it'l-nl~l i 

aid Ihild hcilh) SCr\'iCcs will tiidl(l)d(IIV COnitribtlC to 

fih icr (Idclilids. 



_Figure 

)lies
lvpical ()Fmain clt in rAfrica, Iiberia slows a 

pattern ()'high fertilitv (sce Figure 1).At (ctuireiltiltis, 

woHImen will give hirtI
toan ;average (o'alolulsix rhildrei 
during their rpr(l)tIcltive lives. ()nie-(uarti o wt i 
ill the (l(le(st age gro)Iij have givel irth t()tll ()wIr e 

childlreri. The I.iltri i1)i IS ri.S;lis il(li(,tac liltde (Il;ulige. 
ill feriliiv rates over tiltlast 2) Vcars. 

TIlc ll)sI iil)mortanit (Iiff(.u u(cic(illfertility le\'els are 

I)lWt'CIne(licati( )ntIt(lall ( s. I"(I C(1Icxailille, W tw()W wilh 

5(~( )n(~ii\ ( higher c(lu ati( Ia, all ;\'erage ()ffi\'.h) ,l 

biirths ..................with s illrthIs lor tI(se with i-

I] \'- i()nI. FcIrtil itvN ()I'cdtln als() \uitrs witl I latc' rcsi-

, IIrl),t iieii I 
tN) Lvcrae )six chil(lrcIl; ruial \ oiiier will have al-

d(e l t. l\Ithe presenl iatl Iill',( , gi\ 
all 


li t (ill()S sc' . inljl it( ()mmniio (57 percent) rcsi(c. 

I)emographic Fa.ct or.'s 

The sir\'\y f in shighlight itntnl)t'r ()F'delm )-gral)hic (l()rs which ilfluenceicrIi\ leecls anld trenlds 

in l.ilberia.'iel in(lude: 1)marriage pal(rnts, 2) g. 11 

which iw fiu~i )al)sti!;,lice andfirst I)ears a (hihl, am(I 

brlast leiit(linowtlhgbitIi1h. 

I 
PAST, CURRENT, AND IDEAL 

FAMILY SIZE 

Nnumoer of Children 
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Figure2 
AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE 
(Women 25-29 and 40-44) 
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MarriagePatterns 

Tile age at which a woman first marries is often an 

important determinant of the total nil)er €of childrlen 

sihe will have. Women who marry at an ear'l age tend to 
bear 'hilrell mooner and give birth to more chil'rell 

than woiiieti who marry at a later age. Onc reason for 

the high fertilitv ill~il)Cria is that Illarriage (whether 

legal (W(o{iSCnsLUo) occIt's earl V Mid is tllIO(St uliiversal. 

.- lif ol 'all hitian womnti are miarriecd by age 18 and 

le'wcr thIan one pert'cetlt ne'Cr liIrv (sec Figtre 2). 'Fhe 

age at first lmarriatge has shifted from 16 f6r 

oller wolletn to 18 1t1 v)tligcr womien. 

Age at Firstlirth 

In tnattv ctntrics, the posttpnetlientt of first births 

has ha(d itlarge imlm. t on overall fertility decline. In
 
I liberia, h(oweve, childbeaaring typically leg-ilts in the
 

26+
 

teenage years, when over hallr the women experience 

their first birth. lis pattet of arIh' childllearill, not 
only conti'il)utts to high fe'rtility, b11,also has beent 

to be detrimental to the health of you tg iothers 

1986 	 aid to re'sult illinci eased mllon'bidity and tiortality of 

their childreni. 

raditionalBreas/ifediwg a id Abstinence 

Fertility 	night be even higher ifit were not for tIra­

(lit ioial pat tern s of Ibireast fcediilg and sexual abstinelice 

after childbirth. ihetrian women breastf'Ced their chil­

dren an average t' 17 milonths. This lootg period of' 

breast f'Ceding pr,)tcots against pregnancy by proloniginig 

postlat'til)i atniio't't- tle period followiig the 

birtli bfiCr'eth' tiortial ret ti l0'heC 1teistrita cycle. 

Fotr I.ilhc'ialti wotiit, lihaver",gc pit'i ,do'l)ostpatrtIllI 

alieot'rt'lia t'xteti.ls I I rItotlis alter 'hihll-irlh. 

lit liberia, as ilt iam areas o'Stl-Stharati Africa, 

brCasttlt'ding is tied to)0ie i)tact ice of' l)stlIt'ttIIm al)sti­

nence and couples consider-both cssential to the health 

atod niorttal dhevelopint t of' lie child. lostpar'tum sexual 

http:t'xteti.ls


abstinence is widely practiced illLiberia with a wean di-
ration of' 13 mnonths. This is 2 iontlis longer Ihan the 

Intllet (tiatiot of'postpaI iUn a tIClorihea. Asa resiul, 

postpart ill) plroction rifront lreginancT is (ltrIeitlV (e­
teninied Ilore I abstillece thal IyatCtiorrlhea. 

Fertility Desires 

Th'le high level ofHeit ility ilt Libei-ia reflects, inl part, 

a desire for large ltliilies. Wonlien in the stirvev were 

asked the tntilher of cltil(h'ct thev wvould idcallv like it, 

have. Nearl ()iie-jltarter of lile tesl)ot(lets gave all­

sWer's sit'.h1 as -as ii tat ivas possile", or -as ntiaitv as God( 

\Nishecs: Amnig those who gave titttieti( respottses, thel>j 

average ideal itilither o)fo(hilhln is six. lht yout-iget 

and l toteC edutcatted wotiteit desiRe sittallet Sttiesc 

titay signal a rcdt lti.,ill lt tility illihe I'lttir (see 
Figure :i). 

Soltie ',olliell valil It'wei childl n llldl lttheV alicadv 

have - an itnporl atlt i i~licator ()f' tt1tileinled for lmily 

Ilanning. While such sent intnnt is genraily rare, 21 per-

(celt of, 'telltill wilt six or IitOrC c'hildren in(licate thal if 

given a choice they woull preer a slaller itliily. 

Figure 3 
EFFECT OF EDUCATION ON 
FERTILITY DESIRES 
(All Wlmepi 15-49) 

Mean Ideal Number of Children 
8 

6 

4.5 

, ...... ,. . .
 

'
 

0
 
No Primary SecondaryEducation 
 or More 

Education Level 

Liberia DHS 1986 



Contraceptive Use 

Aiiutlcrl iiiipmitaiii un i tot.' igh f'Cliily ill 
Libctid is ihtlle~I ect EliiIC i sc (Sct Iigiii-c 

1. Iiv MuW ill If\(. miariedu wmoiil has cvei tl.ul aiiv 

Over /1(11/0/Lberian1 ZVOomenl 
u)(!1it to shIe or limit their births. 
Nevertheless, onl onme i 16 
mai.!rriedl 701woo/ i.sic uetl uYsing 
(I conitY-l-PIt've miet/hod. 

'' it ( - lcth pcill,~am.. - i .5;)S li tX lt(111Istdt w hih isv 

1//igiats Ini hatl(ihttitet(dt all 1101-cil l smalershelic uS.C 

nuitill(1stto i li tk()I m~llln t lihl t 911 ii tlig 

til lehiltI iltt* I itc('is h[)ieII 1( iae ittg l iiclv 1(la'it­

ilig lo-S 111191 Wllite l. h'lc.m-I tslcwills-c m 

IFaccn i l ("fcc igilc TO.ic0e i-uri~.( 

.\110111llli i If in-eiicsasF IX toid jii~S) i la-tprcic 

ccii f it lii(,)ll cch) ivt tsci-S willhi ltlh( ils (wiic 

adl govc(limii hlo spitails aind tcjlincs, which scrvc '29 



Fig, re -
CURRENT USE OF FAMILY PLANNING 
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igure *)jllejIr 

CURRENT USE OF lAM i L.ANNING 
BY RESI)ENCE AND EI)UCATION 

Percent of l;ur4 rrn's 
30___ 

25 

15 -ill 

other fmodern methods. Govcrnment hospitals and 
clinics provide nmost of tile volulitalr,'sterilization services 

m-.od)ern( mIeo(letnIIIhods otlher Ih thle pill. Privalte-sector 

providers, includinlg phamacieds, shop~s, anlvpivate 

doctors, serve one-sixlh of)c('iel(ll users. 

Barriers to Contraceptive Use 

2otntrceptive Knozvhedgv 

The survey shows Him 7(0 l)crc'nt of iarrie(I 

W\( e)llnhave heard f tll nit tle iletlhioI.least oli ( rilce 

Knowledge of specifi(i methods --th basis for inrfimicd 

(hoice- isliniiitef. now(m\\r. \\hilt' tilmpill iss k)1ii lto
 
tin . If alf (01u(t idteiitI
iiniajriiv (ftw()mhin'n. fIt'ei h 

otlher nmcliods. Kniowhleg(. of ere t)(I bllin fimiil\
 

ljaill scr.i6 cs i" sillillarl\ limi t'ed:
-tg 
 feIer llill hIallfo 

io % iv o ot ban 

I0ee lnvard hIil lanning 

:\).h ; \',ith lmlk Ikiio\%l i(fg(aolut sp(ecific mciitnl ­

)(fs and(51 itii( c, iliw aiIscIa(( widfesJrcad apprlmoval ()f
if 

li--miiil\ i~liig is a iliaj(ir hnarrieir to is(e. Thl' silrl.cv rc-
Stil'.slmvl()\ h;;lls l i t'l\i~lyll\ i( kn it; (-()11­

Ir',l(()i cit l,1('\% c of* ftinil\Ittli r thI;Ill half' appri 

pI illg. I l ii(tI ' ildc'its towil(l) f;alilv pianmingiiln ,,ii 
;irti I\ lil:ih (morvdisa)p)rinp v(6 t '( oisnr ialln
g 

, l- ml--- g , ilt Iiliiigh mIwnillIhie \v s Wits liisti(1 ()f 

Residence Education 

Liberia CHS 1986 
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Figure6 her husband's attitude. Only oc-qua,'ter o e(tollples in
 
REASONS FOR NOT USING FAMILY 
 l iberia joinll appr ve of Family plannig, and cont-

PLANNIN (*) nuni(iation albut the sll)jct is limited. For example,
 

tw()-thirdl,(s of the Iialricd woimeln did not talk ;b)otut Fam-
Fear 

Too co3~!o~f mCCIC ily pNplanning vilh their husal)inds in tIhe year )rce(ding 
13%t Ithe sr eNCy. 

Di fficul it ;c 

to get ! , (,,1,: Orherl1, , is to t' 
( )htTfItlh!Tis Ittltif)tive-o UsC reve'lcI by the 

vVor/n sitU'\'' ire dno ,k ,f .aess srvies and itiadcquatec lac( l t() 
+t~~~ us b a ncl~~o .-.1.in at) tFu mectho d .sitiolii;lh o u t pa ruticu la r nily ' p la n nlin g 

13.7% . ' -:"(see Figurie t)).:\ii l I liiost in liee'IInose of failimily plal­

ning- noilsis who wer, it risk hit did not waint to 

-' be oulll. ~l-tglil;l - Iarll'' o)lic-(iiai 'l"w'ere (liscouIr­

age'(l tii using ( )util-cat nlioiiuial' seelvites were 
Wmornon :,W. 15-,- r . :+r oo(diffi(ut to rc(Odi or too0 osth1v. ()lheis fearl(e side 

300 not U3lrq a morwio ,0 ,,, Ilno 
WOuitJ i i h/? tIj)t r~l". ,',Ogrlrlnt c,'ffc l 0 I'li ilee etio(ls a\'il~ l)le. ()verall, hialf'oftthis 

,gIoliI) of otet li;il fdiiliily jlaiiiig ust(r1 were discoir-
Liberia DHS 1986 aged I)\ lilose fati)i which couild ie addcressed )y, im­

proved iiiforiattioin and service dc'liverv. 

Need For Fnamily Planning Seirvices 

Although thile srvev shows that lierian women 

wail large fiamuilies, it also points to i (onsi(deral)le desire 

to limitlt mid spimc births (see ligmiue 7). One in five mar­

tiCd wiil waillts in( more clildren, ail one ill three 

wouild like to d(elay ihe next birth or at least two years. 

Aliollg yiinger woniil alid those wi) alrea(y have otie 

to three clil(ren, 101percent wouhl like to delay) the next 

l)irtih. 

liken Iowlvli,, ite lesire to linil oi "space l)iiths 

aflfe ts filly hill ofl polte tilil inot( 1's in I .ierii. Eii­

allilg \vlilll toI tt(he ir l cifl ci( ,s thiroiii lsel50! 

olf 'ii'ily l)l.tliillg woild (s(iilt ill a sibstalltial numel)r 

of fbiilhIs beini lb o)0lleld or ivoided. Fo)r examl)he, 

ti'te, in tln birlhl in ile yea priotl to he, suirvey werc 

reported as eit her being inwauiedl or iistliii(l. 
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Figure 7 Overcoming the various barriers to contraceptive 
DESIRE To LIMIT OR SPACE BIRTHS use represents a major challenge to Liberian family plan-
BY NUMBER OF LIVING CHILDREN 

ning service providers. However, the survey findings on 

Percent of Currently Married Women 15-49 the poteutial demand for family phanning among mar­

100% rie(l nonusers fler some couiragemlent. Nearly one­

third of nonusers say that they intend to use a contra­

80%... ........--- ilanlijectable- ept ive method in the future. The80%­

contraceptives are the pircterred methods among these 

p)tential users. 
60%•­

4 0% 

20% ­

0%­
0
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Figure8 
TRENDS IN CHILD MORTALITY 

300 
Deaths under age 5 per 1000 births Liberia.1 mitintucs to s utfer from high child wor­

tality (sce Iigtrc 8). (turrtctt ly, one clild ill live dies hc­
2r75e reaching hi.so)r her filth irthdav. Thc liberia 1)1-IS 

250 2 4 3 resuhs showm, Ihwvvelr, that death rate(s hlave heelt decdii­
220 1g, 'sinc (ialltriIg tIle Ilist vtiI o , til' - i f nilitIll(I­

talitv irites have illtti fioni 192 in lie 'arlv1970s lo I-1. 
200- itt t eil' [(.)Mls. "te lill(filgs highilig ititi nber of 

tii'l(wrs th1i (tirC(tlv inlhticice lilthealth ;luld survivil 

of- .fiIothie" 1111 child, starting frntl ])lglliall(V anld 
+. + o(<Iltlillillg iflter the child,s bi11h. 

Pregriancy-retlaed lIactors 

lR.es(ctl hil i(.tes that the risk of jpregltic.­

,r t iilntss aiin(1 d t llh...." ulalld is higher I 'c rl1,till catcgoris
1971-75 06-80 . (ofwlieI: 1)Vlltit il1lr (lwriver V'sr of' ige, 2) 

IV'li1 ll'h(hhiw'tv cxptoieitltilore fll bii lhs,In fo1 
Liberia DHS 1986 and1 1)\'lnenclfr \' n toil interval between I)irths is 

sll(t. Cliildrhit 1)0llto wocilel ill tht:ie catlgori. are 

also ilgetlr risk of illliss ;lidleth. 1F(r ,×utinjde, 

(lati frlln tlhel .ieri;l siUl.\ ' sll) that babies l)( iiit less 
thiit tw) v'al, afitr at earlier lurth il-,lliealtosl tec 

iilinis mllor l'kt-:'to) (ll, il atvt hitfi i Iihose h)0l1i ill 

least f6(1r tarsallfter i pllviolus Nirt) (see ligrir 9). If' 
thev survive to titir first hirilida\, these rhiildltl still 

lIav(ia 50 pitretl hightT risk oft(lvii ig- through age live 
- Ihaii the'ir btltel-slpact,(1 (lidlterJIt. 

Alaterily (,.a;. 

Ic-iluisc th chlil begins hirhIta h d hefore 
witli Ihe hte;lltllo t itother, wlclarti womlin rccives 

dilriig calbgitiuil.)ritical I) hter (hild's chalites )Fl e 

sur'i\';il. ,, ( itlg t( the, s ivc'V, llost .ib -rian lll()llles 
rIecive s( ille t)eI' lellpltlllll care. Volhile fewer thi1 1ti 



in five had seen a medical doctor, two-thirds report 

seeing a trained nurse or midwife prior to their most ic-

cent birth. Also, 71 perccnt received ai injection during 
prcg~myto protclth childrc-n flmol loll,l­- tll 

nts, it highly Vtal discase that strikcs infants iinthe first 

weeks after hIirth. 

Trained assistancc at the time of deliver\' is cot­

non: 5 percent ofall votcti giving l)irth wre ,s'isted 

Iwa; ttriiilcd Itursc /ttidwio ,r d,(oto. "iliiutal I);rth 

attt iiolOafits ;,i(l(,l i I ad iioit l 33 lJ)r(ctt of I itlers it 

dclliv'ce\: tlirit. o ilq tt ,as Ilo'e frc(tuclnt ill births,, 

to ,tural wmoicni and lo,olcti with to<c(ltatin. 

Breastfeeding 

In ad<tdition to offlering th leiIother somc protectioi 

agaiist egnaicy, breast fteding plays all important role 

in ,lhilol sirv'iva.l, lhsc; s i,,ilk - Ihc idcal so uc cof ititri-

lion doliit, tiltfirst vcar of life aul )eyond - contains 

atnilbolies that Iclp rtect the ,'11childl dtiscase. Ior-

Iurtatly, l)rcastfechifig is still widely praciclcd il l ibcria. 

Mort. than 60 l)Lcccnt 0 fnit-hers lr-( still brcastlfeding 

ltcr the birth of1"ai child, ;aid 25 percent coi­0<te 'ear 

ilUc fbor I,'nilithsi"or hlg(tci. 

a I. 

lbreast ceol ishng as oldcli itllthcls, andol nibaui tin()licrs 

wcatl thcir childrcni sev'eral ltittllis soonllr than rurii-al 

latctlt svlis. ,t e 'i.Ni tll cl lll)tlltels do in t 

Figure 9 

BIRTHSPACING AND INFANT 
MORTALITY 

Deaths per 1000 Births 
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Figure 10 
MEAN DURATION OF BREASTFEEDING 
BY MOTHERS' EDUCATION 

Months 
25 Monthisno 

20- ­

_7 

15­

10 i 

5 - -

NOucanori Prr ,0diry or igher 

Liberia DHS 1986 

mothers. Women with seconiaary education or higher 
breastfed about ialf as long- an average of 10 mont 
- Is w(me'n with no educat ion- all average of 

imonths (secIFigure I)). These patteris reflect a larad 

to inaulv )arts (CI'te ,V(o Id: io(ernization a 

developmient wild ) er(Ide traditiola lia(tices, ii(u 

ing blenelficial MC SIIC ;Is l)rC.C'Sl fe',,fiiig. 'I'lLS, the de 
crease ill l)r.L'asi CC(illg ;tss(,iiated(with l)allizatiol il 

inlcrasel Ulti(ctiol f'in wolieil nla\ have all adverse 

elfect oi child health. 

Childhood Diseases 

Prevalewc 

Tihie )revaleice of childho(od illness ill Liberia is 

high. Ill tihe monnth preleding the survey, more than ol 

chiIld ill threec stiffeiuI (Iiarrileaial( thle sameC lft(PCU 

.,iln cX licil(Ccd (oighilg )r difficult )reailing, syllI: 

Ills of' resl)iraitorv illless. l)iar-hi aid rcsl)irat(,ry
 

ilhicss a1rc IlIe leadillg (11115( o(Ifliildhlood imo)rtality
 

il the developing world. Ill tile salii)c tel'i('<l, half(if all 
clildrei exlpri ilicd fever- )roa)bh)ly attributal)le to 

malaria, which is Ciidlillc t Liberia. Olle child in five 

had plreviol tCollfatlied miiieasles, olle of t il most dau 

ge -oils childhoIo)d ilfLctio)ns. 

ReatmeCt 

The 1)-IS data indicate that the majority of nothei 

seek Ireal illit fkw their hlildrein win tiley )ec)iC ill. 

Ill gelIei'ail, OiW' rlyCIVi l)FiariiFlaCMlitiCal ItWLu(Is ill 

treatiig illness. 'on exalpile, six chldreil ii) tell stifferii 

f'roii resp)irat CCrv illnless welt given coulgih sNTill). Re­

liance oii these p)u(tlts iei ds ItCb greater. illiig til­

ball, ecducated illticrs, )ut C, iitrural liolliers appalr 

I) faivor (Cilimercial )ie)ared mlilcines. 

A CausC 1Im l)articuula (Coitlceil I lCli health 

pl)rofessionals is te wi(Iesl)lread ust flitiliC)tics ft" 
ire;itriiig diarrihea (se, ]igure 11). Ihi ,ilbiia, ieaily ial' 



IIo 

Figure 11 (44 percent) of the most recent diarrhead episodes among 
TREATMENT OF CHILDHOOD children were treated with antibiotics. Not only are anti-
DIARRHEA
 

(flm/Iodei 1 I,tintics expesive, lLt they are also largely inblfect ivc 
against the Ittjority of agents that (.alse (liarrilca. In 

Percent Treated addition, oer(-use oftthese powerfil drugs leads to (he 
50 devehl)pltll of resistaillt stirains )f (disease-causing 

44 bacteria. 

0 1W),01Oral rchdrailln Ilirapy ((RT), olC of the Illost 
e e lt llil elits f w ( iar l l hca, is s t ill,it xp etisiv e an dI ctiv e eal 

rarely used in Libcria. ()verall, aIlN)t one illten dial: 

31 -irhcal episi(cs alio ig (hil(lrII was treated with OR'I 
30-
 using citlcr spwcial sah packts (()RS) oira lione solu­

li l ltl)lr I (wd llga Ial(l salt. I Trhansilli chil(rcln with 

diarrhca wir alltros to 1 ( )RTl' astwice as likelh ,ceive
20 r t -11ural childrcn, a,, childrel, of ,,,othcrS with secondary 

educatiotn were altt).s ii-citre us as likelyN to receive 

ORT as chil lc (f wollel with no c(tllcatioll.
10
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Immniatin 11 ol peve~tlegansttie SxImmniztio th .jorpect~agins si 
childhood diseaSeS -diplithlitia, 3111i cm igh, tet a­' 

1111s, polio, lileasics, and t if)CV(iI(1k)is - isa basic w~eapoi I 

for improm'iiig cli( Surviival rai(5 ill de(l yoing (()iii-

tries The 5sj3\32\ fimll 11131l tW -tliyd~S i (I~fcillr2llunderf 

tile age. (l !Ive arc iniiiiiiiulc against" al least one o 

these (liseascs (Scc Figure 12). Li f im-Ii;ely, immnulizi/a­

lionl status lot1 spec2ific d(%IS?35e ('0111d1 be3VLTNIiC(l oiilV 16t', 
rliildtcii h5L5l iiImss fi2atl (;I1(1. 1)11t oiiL-Iliitl(i thlit 

53t)l~lc tho(se chil-T hta fiuilings ind~icaule that tcit~ fo01 

dlreii aged 12-23 tiiitlis - \\e ici nfc hllstrikcs miost 

against all six Iarget liseaIse. 

l111illtizat jot) ('(iVrtg wmoildl hc3~SiLgifi('iI1ttl1 

gte1tr W3!3hgh(ft fU~ 111il) Itth pou * 
gralril.Ilc f twccig I(1 r~)-llraefiw hi-1 

(rll who ILccive fic3 first (k053c ()I a I lIree-(( 35(.ccilie, 

tlieti (4(1hot I-ctlitIn tht(l c l sccmiid ow h ird 

fewe-Ilall()I~(& ll()S -llII-I-cckilg iic 1:S1(1(S(-)I' 

1)1T 3(w J)io v'ahcc'tc Itetulitcl (31ilic fitlal ((S(.. 13t 
vaciies that rcquiioI ()Il (cd1Sc, thue pnuh33g-iihl ha~s 

b~een litt :ct3sslhll. :\ppho(xinllwick, Ilii e-u- ail- (& 
(liildltt inl thisaige gil-mf) hivc bcc2heci ll imimuinized 

ialhtsh IlneaIsles anid tiibccih isis. 

Figure 12 

IMMUNIZATION COVERAGE 
(Childreni 12-2)3,AolUh.S With flka 1t Cards) 

Percent Immunlzed 
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60 

CG DPT Pol10 Measles All
2 3 1 2 3 Diseases 

EM it Dose 2ncj Dose Fully Immunized 

diph rioa, ertussis (whooping cough), and tetnus 

Liberia DHS 1986 



__________________________________________________________________nethetliless,pro~gress hias I)ceii 11iiadc.v iIle 
filldiaigS Of thC lDefi IgldiIiC MRll I-lC;Iti StII'NvC) I)oilil 

Thec filiifiigS Of'HIC IJit)CIL, f)CIioIJg"I)tli( Mid Io all illipJi4viinghciuill p~icture fo0r Literill miothers 

11&afi)~\if~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ n hildren~. :\hlhiO)tigti Suitl high, jlf.1 an child 0-­~'hh~tI'~l( ci'it (111( 

Idfity ricst hadve dfeclined(. Ut!4,j)lalIiling ad lcthe((Vloioliit ()1 (~onii0 Melet the (); NI(I1 seriIces is (11
 

fiiiy ladlIllilit and1( (&l )Impilalo. idtuil()S el care(and1 Iiaiied
lilit h IIct(1s 41 ( 11i(011, 451W(4141Iueivc prentl.1 


IFlrk maiaige andi~ (hiihfIaeiiii. ((silc assislicii(. bl-Iiths. lEvo4
til f'()1 4-i iits of t-hiiltjcii I4(ccivc I[lfeast 

large alilihes,ltxt.41(1 rite C ilga 2iIlI tht' 144 of (ot )t Siit'IIIIIIlili Ii. c(tiimo(I disealses. 
li ((411 ii)litt a(liuh m.iiccI()I cerac hisc -i~il i ki 

ove1chImlf(i, \\ait 1() limiit M'I5J);icmr ibei-im \olileil 

A l//Wus.(il in/but and(c/hildl
 
inoria lily ra!les have declined, only
 
twentyT pbercent ('children have
 

heei / lY ililI ie against all 
slXx ( igret d/seases. 

f)Idiiilit, sc1'\ i( ts. It c Iwd11 Jpalililig %\illet faunlif.\ 

(Oii ,I1() ItI I( tdsii((f 1aiiilSi/t l I cI Ia­.1d(crm4lc 

dut ioli;if jpta( Ii(cS ()I ;IbStillcm c al(1 beaist ICtdizit" \\iI 1 'i 
Pj,)te1 \m~l)ii fu11 f)Iegillt(\.. \\itln)a ff' (do411Ck IVt 

IClurilitv mli iII((;4. hit I)! I'S suuv(\ miIS I44 Illc 

611, MAu SCi-VittS, aIS l ;IS1\VC5 Wi\'( tI44I11dgtIICIItit (& 

Survey~ indclis (,4 (d1 thc II4(;Slhill S(4144. c(11(11l\t child Suir­

vivafl sIralegies have~ i beenI w1(Idc iimlliiuue. Fo(. 

tX.IiIf)IC, tfiM~Clie -- Wh~i(11 ( M141iIt5IC 144lbV it IliIJ4 C ildh 

tieciltlipIio)bfeun -Is Itu';utul iiliailvl 1)41Ics ill­wit i ailib o 

stuih (fdt, (li ltili m1( id (E (I'lU ive owl! It'hIVdllitiol 

ICi IeJW (( RI). ;\Jo, InauIiv (fliltdlell fi;Me liA ieCeiVe( 

Ilic scc((i and I111(1 of,45t544 l)id j)44i4vacilii11411( 

riredii(( for)I hill iIIIIIiitiiiilm. 



Mortality and Health 
Itifantit mortality rate'" lf.I 
Under five Illrlality ralt 220 
Percnt of mtotlhers of" l'etl hirilhs:

?
 

Liberia, Demographicand Health Survey 1986 Received l)renatlalare driting l)regnancy 8.1.0
 

Sample Population hIniinied agains tetainus during iregnacYt _ 71. 
Womesn 15--t() ~Assisted aidtfliv it tIrainted.),,____ r b%ditoloi 

nurse/iaidwif.. 58.1 
Background Characteristics l.Percint of (fhildren 12-23 olintls wiih licalth tards 

Petcell ttrhi t i 13.2 itltmiIi iz.d agiliist:
Percent with 1i1iie than primiary tcdclitli(i 82.219.0 BC-


I)l'l (3(1 csfs ...... ___ 31.1 
Marriage and Other Fertilily )etermin.atls I'i)oiii (3 dIses) 26.6 

Percent cuti teilv m at icd . . . .67.5 Metasles ........ ..-............... . . ti7.,

letrctet (ver-italtried 78.ti Ptcttit ofthildl.i Itide. fiv(. ,catsoif age witli diarlia _ 39I 1 
M\edian age at first 1na:11ilage. fo women 20-19 l t. 17.5 ercitt of chilrei \ith diarrtiltrie;itcld witlh:
 
Mcall length of hreic st feeditig iniioll . 17.0 It t
(ill s)- . . Ani 
 iitll-- -- ----------. 8.1.0l . .. .
 
Meall Ilength of postpi i-tiil]i inteiirlealit (illlilnths)' .... I 1.2 ()ll I rl hia l leitl- , - - - -­ 9.7 
Mevan fetiflli of postpaitiii ihsiiti(i (illt il ' 13.2month,&'_ 

,7 trui7iri lo I cit sIi t(li( i (iII 
Fertilit ,v2( :It et l Slill s estimtii hilsted on hiiIs withi n36'illo litlIs of'i lt­llta 'ril \ t rt . . . ..I . ... . .. . 6 3 SIe I I iti .

Nlet tIicitIIIIII1)t1 i dIcrI(Ic 1)oIIIui III i IiIsiii~tm.(I o I 1) -u i iteoinIi I -I -I . itdIIIii Ig t IeI I c1 oii 1(1ci id ft10-fears-
.1I0-.19 
 -..--- l-- l-foi I.%
the. sili,\Petrttcltt( lit ll\m allI ic'dwoelnl<iwh ii)llt litei~g~ _ c lt 15A. Pel ( cmtl of1\%()lilt-Iti It-

Ill giv+ing bit Ih ill Ih, -1 n ntItpetriod~be ic) t hcIli 

sin\ e\ at;It
PettIt ofi itIieills ni ije, iii: " 'lettIllof %N4lii gisitig ili i i I I "-II( plo riodl I the 

Desire fi. (hildretn fiii did noit i t Ihe hid 

ntllh elot 

W antiig I( ill lc ( hi h i. . . . . ....... 17. 2 si II v \w ho \; i i i d ihe h i t il Li tlr
Waililig tl( n e x hilill a I' - 2 \-t s - - 37.0 'ates a tle ollIt[liefiv-veal ptiot'r i e( diig the suirve'y 

, lea lnidea hei ofi lii hie i \%o e l -15-4)littn illo t li tm . i.0t ~lmO9 ... - li l it asI. 

lPet eli-t f iiiistiiillid i .i ) Sitii is tlilt s 

P n I t I5tse 


it( ilihI i i r<'i 'tt1 l hlv IhteI iltSas tsitig diairItltaiit tts[ 
Knioivletlgeati Use of" 'vPlnning (lilting-il 
 lie il iwseeks ht'lti lt' Siil'V
 

Peti-etw o (illt l - i i ed %l%onel:
 

Koiiissitig sii tiiti i- - . ..fl-- - Ili-h .t.0 

1.1 
cr lsilg a1 Ilt ill .. 18.8

(Ciirrt-11li m illio( 6..u sing , illc . ..... ... I.'1 

Pill - - ­ - - - - . 3.3 
III1) 0. G 
lit tiin ... .... . .. ... ... .... 1).............. 3
 
ValginialIliililod" ... . .. . .
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iit.. 
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IXclidii is l 1t.i lillt- 0.6
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Peirtt (Ito tll u illillItgltllodllii ()iis i it il :
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