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FOREWORD
 

The NIGER BOOKSHELF consists of a collection of documents relevant to the
study of agriculture in 
the semi-arid conditions characteristic of Niger

These documents' include:
 

1) journal articles
 
2) proceedings from meetings

3) edited volumes
 
4) software guides

5) publications internal 
to various research projects

6) consultant and USAID reports

7) annual reports of various organizations operating
 

in the Sahel
 
8) drafts of current, relevant research
 

The collection 	centers primarily on Niger 
as a way to provide a service
to Purdue researchers currently involved in the Niger Applied Agricultural
Research Project. This collection may also serve as background material for
those students interested in agricultural problems in the Sahel. 
 Students
using this material can appraise the 
current stnte of research in Sahelian

regions and identify further needs.
 

While it is recognized that a lot of materials 
are produced in other
languages, all documents currently collected are wLitten in French or the
majority in Engli.sh. Items are 
classified in various categories. These,
along with their corresponding codes listed below.
are 


Classification Scheme for a Library on Semi-Arid Agricultural

Primary
 
Code Category
 

GC I. 
 Geography and Climatology
 

SS II. 	 Country and Sector Studies
 
by country and year
 

AR III. 
 Annual Reports 	Research Organizations
 

FS IV. 	 Farming Systems (descriptive)
 

V. Dryland Agronomy

DV a. 
new varieties
 
DI b. 	improved agronomy and
 

purchased inputs
 

VI. Dryland Crop Production Economics
 
DPV a. 
 new varieties
 
DPI b. improved agronomy
 

VII. Irrigated Agronomy
 
IV 
 a. new varieties
 
II b. improved agronomy and purchased inputs
 

VIII. Irrigated Crop Production Economics
 
IPV 
 a. new varieties
 
IPI b. improved agronomy
 

AT IX. 	 Livestock and Animal Traction
 

the help of J.H. Sanders and B.I. Shapiro in gathering materials
 
is gratefully acknowledged.
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RE X. Resource Economics
 

XI. Marketing
 
MI a. inputs
 
MO b. outputs

MT c. international and regional trade
 
MC d. cooperatives
 

FC XII. Finance and Credit
 

ME XIII. Methodology
 

EX XIV. Extension
 

MP XV. Mission Reports, Project Documents
 

FP XVI. Food Policy
 

D XVII. 
 Drafts, Proposals, Prospectus of wor~c in progress
 

Each item is coded with a 3 element coda: {pc/In/yr f}, where:
 
"1pc" is the primary code (see list above)
"Iln" 
 is the first letter of the main author's last name
"yr f" is the year of publication and f appears if the
 

documert is the French version of 
a document
 
originally published in English.
 

The primary code is 
applied to a volume. Since some volumes contain

articles or chapters by various authors and these articles are listed
separately, the code may be not 
always describe a particular citation. These
codes are primarily used for classification and retrieval purposes, 
not for
 
searching material in the database.
 

The references are recorded in WordPerfect, Version 5.0 in 
a format
suitable for a reference list. An alphabetical catalog on paper and a disk
containing the WordPerfect formatted catalog can be obtained. The list can

also be provided in ASCTI bormat.
 

In the future, a set of 
macros will provide users with the capability to
search thei.r catalog and produce lists of references tha, can center more
closely on their topic. 
 Users will also be able to control output format.

For now, searches by subject or code must be done manually, using the
search <F2> key. In order to collect a number of references for further use,


the following procedure may be used:
 

1) locate an item in the alphabetical listing

2) highlight item using <ctrl.-F4,2> and copy it <2>
 
3) enter document 2 <shift-F3>
 
4) press <return> to retrieve
 
5) return to document 1, the original list, <shift-F3>
 

and repeat these operations until satisfied that the
 
search has yielded the necessary documents.
 

A new (sub) list has 
now been produced and can be printed <shift-F7> or
 
ordered alphabetically <ctrl-F9>.
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