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Foreword
 
Sri Lanka has down the ages served as abeacon in the 
Indian Ocean attracting the attention of people of 
various walks ot life. From fortune seeker to mystic 
and from royalty to 1he intrepid adventurer, they have 
favoLired this fabled isle, rich in natural beauty and
wealth, with a high degree of civilization and a deep 
cultLre. The trea ures this land yields in the form of 
precious gems and pearls are today outshone by a 
treasure that traverses a major portion of Sri Lanka 
the Mahaweli Ganga. International attention has been 
drawn to the remarkable attempt to capture the 
waters of this mighty river in a gigantic attempt to 
bring peace, prosperity and economic stability to the 
people of this land. 

With the frenzied activities in the major headworks 
projects coming to a close, we can take pride in the 
fact that all these giant construction works are being 
completed within a remarkably short span of time - a 
feat rarely equalled even internationally. Sri Lanka
remembers with gratitude the numerous friendly
countries and international agencies which responded 
readily to the call for assistance and gave the impetus 
to forge ahead with the task of rebuilding Sri Lanka's 
economy. The international community responded
magnanimously to the call for aid, so much so,that no 
other third world country can boast of receiving so 
much encouragement and cooperation for a single 
development project. 

Although the major part of the assistance went into 
the construction of the large reservoirs, downstream 
development received the undivided attention of the 
policy makers and planners. 

Against the backdrop of the massive structures is the 
human drama in which the Mahaweli settler is the 
main actor. The trauma of being uprooted from one's 
familiar surroundings and having to settle down in a 
new unfamiliar environment is a psychological
upheaval that the new settler has to undergo. To 
alleviate the mental and physical stress of these 
pioneers, the Mahaweli Management has spared no 
pains to make their new homes as pleasant and safe as 
possible. In this commendable attempt the assistance
extended to theMahaweli Management by the various 
donor countries and multilateral Agencies cannot go
unrecorded. In this respect the assistance received 
from the UNICEF needs sp2cial mention. 

Realising the importance of providing adequate
services to the new settler, a social service package
has been launched under the auspices of the 
UNICEF. This includes both Health Care and 
Community Development and covers a variety of 
activities. Training of health volunteers and other 
community leaders in nutrition and health care, the 
establishment and augmentation of day care and 
village health centres, immunization of children and 



mothers against prevalent diseases, ensuring 
improved water and sanitational facilities are some of 
the numerous services funded and activated by the 
UNICEF. In addition, assistance in the form of 
equipment, supplies and training facilities for para 
medics are provided by UNICEF in reinforcing the 
Referral Health system. The active participation of 
UNICEF has in no small way ensured the creation of a 
healthy generation of Mahaweli settlers. 

The development of the downstream areas involving 
nearly 900,000 acres in the Dry Zone, wiUl ultimately 
result in the resettlement of over a million people.This 
massive transmigration of people will no doubt 
involve upheavals equal in magnitude. These pioneers 
will not only have to tame the virgin land but in doing 
so, also evolve a fresh way of life-culturally and 
econornically superior to the one they had known 
before. 


The success of the project will ultimatey be judged not 
by the massive structures but by the success of the 
pioneering settlers in creating a self supporting, happy 
and contented society. "The Mahaweli Saga" is an 
unique and laudable attempt to record this human 
story. Much has been written on the construction, 
engineering and economic aspects of the Mahaweli 
programme, but attempts to record the human story 
are few and far apart. "The Mahaweli Saga"will be the 

"Odyssey" of the Mahaweli settler - a Saga of heroic 
sacrifice, courage, skill and labour of a people who 
ventured boldly to conquer the wilderness in an 
unequalled attempt to create a new civilization out of 
the old order. 

The settlers who converge on the newly developed 
Mahaweli areas are a conglomerate of people coming 
from various backgrounds. The relocated populace 
are not just the poorest of the poor, but more 

significantly, they include those who have sacrificed 
their traditional land holdings in the face of 
development. History records that the Sinhala 
peasantry in the hill country was deprived of their 
traditional land to make way to the British Planter, 
forcing them to live in small pockets of land 
interspersed among the plantations. Nevertheless, it 
must be recorded with gratitude, it is the same 
peasantry that saved and nurtured the traditional 
values and customs of our people. 

Today, these very same people are being uprooted, 
making way for development. This time,however, it 
happens voluntarily and it isdone with a deep sense of 
patriotism and love towards their fellow country men. 
If the Mahaweli settlement scheme is a means of 
mitigating the historical injustice done to our 
peasantry, then "The Mahaweli Saga" is a dedication 
to these noble men and women who willingly 



consented to be uprooted from their familiar, we!l 
established way of life, to face the challenges of living
in new environments strange and sometimes hostile, 
To these giants of the Sinhala peasantry should we 
bow our heads in humility and gratitude in an 
acknowledgement of their sacrifice. 

In funding this publication of "The Mahaweli Saga",
UNICEF has contributed significantly towards 
recording the Mahaweli drama which is now being
enacted, for posterity. Credit must also be given to the 
four men behind this historical document, without 
whose tireless efforts and research the Saga would 
not have been presented - Professor J. B. 
Dissanayake of the Department of Sinhala, University 
of Colombo, Professor C. M. Madduma Bandara of 
the Department of Geography, University of 
Peradeniya, Dr. Abhaya Attanayake, himself a former 
University Don, and now directly involved in the 
Mahaweli Development Programme, as the Director, 
of its Planning and Monitoring Unit, and Mr. B. H. 
Hemapriya, a writer who has been closely associated 
with the Mahaweli Project almost from its inception. 

The vision Of our leacers who conce)tualised the 
Mahaweli )roject was to reawaken the cultural ethos 
and establish a new civilization not only where 
modern technology blends with the traditional values,
but where there will be a blending of cultures and 

peoples laying the foundation for the creation of a 
unified Sri Lanka. Their aspirations are to establish a 
society economically viable, rich in culture and 
tradition. This has always been a dream of our rulers 
and that dream is now being realised. The Mahaweli 
Development Programme has brought these 
grandiose ideals within our reach, thanks to the 
generous support of the intern,.ional community and 
the dedication, sacrifice and hard work of our people. 

GAMINI DISSANAYAKE 
Ministerof Lands & Land Development 

andMahaweli Development 

April 12, 1985 
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The Mahaweli
 
Sri Li.nko, the Island repulnic in the Indian Seime of the most piciuresque water-falls 

Ocean was well knowr aruor,g travellers, Ill the courotny, such as Ramboda and 

hoth from the .w'st and from the east from )rnnhind< form part of the Mahaweli river 

ancient tillnes tor it,;Scerlic heaut\', sAStt
t~ici~og t J ,or~s a~dofitsConltrutiti,.li t d l t  

p ircit ti lt-oes t hOStijttIiitv Of its
 
peodIO IM'is il ', foUieenth century


lhldne I er)V\'ti CfliwasWiThe River System
alh/I to - rImniarise soriet of his 

m t vivid hn ,tt'ti tli iiitn, lo.n/nitI ttressior ialt.t ll.,,l'-In 
,Sit'\l' I t it'vitt u itli/hiltt/ tt tht'[/, l~lt.n 

',ll"tiii t t' '/n ti', Itt4 -'tn in' tlin! , f ltitultn, ti,r4 I "' r-hiin,i ,tit,,-,t innt/ne nhn .tn /upol th/a. (a,l/tn/Pte n-re fil .()\,](Iitdttol ll Gl Itltt
it'tinvt tn~n/t t/ h s/uitot t Its/ t~~inttftn.tsilt

S t'drin l(f t/: -CC, *Cd it t1MitI n l l it llo I, n< lit 0t7C t' iiptl,\kv ,.III 
lk- ot. o!l thC Ml 1 oit M cetothear'I<[' tli li/ il e(ntllt'hl i',k 


to/i ;l >.tkit .fl hr lli ti/lt (]itt,iit atlitni'nid it-


h~eiifl Sh'ntifl', >. /lttl .,rld l nt il i ,titi ll 0I '\(ehhlt'ilstilt', (ni k 
toU<Ii{)lf!ti'q ' dt am.'t-cd0) : (000([11111 11W}t' l~ ,ILrt I\~t " 

ll/,/ , h'itnl, thit tli ,Id t'o n t Irmill-s/I 

fh atth, ,I i' i/cat t,, ![+- tnt n T1 rill r 

thoel / t n ' irt lt',l t't-ir(i -lll. n,. 
C/l th he ,llrildtL111h t.,W tiuckles) 

/l nlII t' it i Iltht olv , I tl" ll lltcai' nII,id fiilt it ~ lill t ()Itn 

helrt- . ill thtt itc i ,ftt'i a IM itchI'I I itIit'- nns v 

Ol l illan ' , S , l fi /tnititiitldt Ile ii0 t)e700; t;/l Itcl 1ilaw t0ll!lt , 
thea hih ell t,itti (dsr tht'/J o 01i'slt' .i OW, t ilt ,1 uml ttll ,mi riii- )-ink 

llhc C tSr i)na ifth d llt th i ilolt rit ti' iinThe, ilt (i tl? t r rt t , r r t;in 0,Ja 
wwas dt itt n 'ddl d thit, K/ oltt ofa it'. tnt h 

\wfihq it cotlrwt [hot,; pro td d it Ott <Ihi, ll 
On a sirlfilar Vein. Bernard Shaw. Oil his 11ld opt> t'r I<trl I -hlliu<,th!i , llt ( 
death bed expressed~ his desire to be bom ,.,tl oilon ill(' ,MALAW11ti 1(<t.<-ld<, 1-

on l 11 Mnagain in Sri [Linka ifthedoctrineof rebirth 01't lrCt(, ida d 1 1 I , llltl 
%Vas"I reality'. i lhl+I t , to t1]<ulll 'i 

In this enchantin lI Island in tlhe sun. the .\lt/l tilitl/ft , in kt wi d- ifs twi\ 
Mahaweli Ganga forms the largest and /l/ti tit\ iLIIItV 1idn jrifit' - O willjs 

,the longest river systen (iip. I) The -i/alrpl\ lIt ilt ' t i tsitt,,ql(t t)i lii 

Ma la Ganga' or the 'Great River' as it was Vllt'\ iI'lIttll dfep t-s ofo lvi1es 
knowin ili ancient times played a vital role i/td (loi/t', 

lIlt- llliijol diversion 

in tite Cu1,tnai ailind historical evolution of i,tLi il /tj( t\li <ll\tli. (tollln lc'ttd in 
Sri Lanka. Ill several respects. Mahaweli h1 /i q oit1iT is o( l t ti,U trteth <It ii , 
for Sri Lanka wtas what the Nile was for 
E-ypt and Gin/es tor India. ITIhuS. )nllai V f/it\ thi/i trll i 

Ptolenv. tle Ireat nai'ln-ker of tfie fifth hinip( \VM i ',no\ Ill (1( 1t\t, 

('cintrlty. inlidvertenttv InrI-d 'W infli 
'Gantes iis tn tft' lt'i i(]ancla as run map of Mnllithetnnt' li nnn11ntI 

Taprobane -- as tin Island was then (ltinq A(i'lel'itt'd M,1iiivw li 
known. 

Tihe Li per Ma haw eli iasin w hfichl drains 
almost theentire hill COtt'/'/is well known 

'' 

., 
'''r ' 

. 
./,in,! '.. 

lth"I t 
1, 11t/I/ h1 
n' IltI /th 

for its s c e n ic b e a u t,,, a n d m is t la d e n h ills - Ill t t /i,f'l, I l t (I)tj . : ,'' ll / If. A MI 
I ' 110,th lit, l,111 ( )1/, 'l 1, ,1 (1111Ch', thil 

"t-1.'qi Cooke  Unicr''itf !j ( 'Ccillol ' '11,,1; t Am ,rI/ 

It is across this sefqnlent of the river that
 
two of the larqest reservoirs in Sii Lanka.
 
namely. Victoria and Randenigala are
 

o.A\ht'\ lajor tijlttaties ofth,. 

riItr, such ,ase I lu 1t (1 nrtla. (ila Ova.
 

RItl(AI 0od ,Iildt I ,1,,.i()\',I Iill the ,lli
 
stita l ill thi , stletch.
 

. a t f,olwof ti t, iuat,ittc, pt.ud , fIh\ 

tnr tcui t fi ,ititll ~lar,n iiferthme\ f 
flit'Mlhpe di H ath11i lst:l It'aal e 

i \'ntcISiIIt flll tto d'ivetn it,\'
the oninlill r 

fi-tY nleindi I I'ltel Yh,elld 

fl i M in weYods ol 
sItret.
 

l7h00Ytlnipe Yodel lia srtilIn patallel tota for 
0 10n~1h11il Ma1 MIwei tLI~x OWt WatCl-S Of 

hoth thtlahoweo ihe d thos staeiais 
Ifl mownth l, (tl llafe(Knri'l olt 

v hi tpis' 

Ihf1 eliml i Gii w ormse ilefo in left
 
tribuii-ctot t ile Mahaweli Ganla.
 

[Thelticf llll/ wa(edhinal e sVseri 

%0 iitt i of l tal S (An refi iasfttI 'itl 
iNalildl, i Ova., K,11 t ll ( .a StJdUl~ G711a 

d.ln I] tli(Ilil (-)v \\er, [is(ed for iriilation 
ho l()nan ient lime~s. [litc Kindcloni of 
Poonli,tltl\\' which wos cciitred near the 
(Olfltlt'l)( L'of An robi (.iri~q~i olnd Mahia

vt Ii Gallsfld de rivedtilL Cii of its piosperil V 

r1m fli te,r of Alihflan Gan(a. Ill the 
pist tit Iovk r re hees of fine river were 

t ied tor n,1ivi ,lioll 

tie Mtihni.,,li (iilnnint'kw tfne confin

tn t f t klnl (.iin1(l t ittOWs si/llificlnlt 

C ainql(t-, ill its (t tJi ' anti hihamno'n. It 

netlils to [leiullde oin the hioad flood 
p lains forming extensive marshy tracts. 

Otft 

Mtnivnti cxlliiit t-(osvstells with their 

n1 1 11."t Clttt.il/:l-.Cin11t1t itic 1t111nk) and flora. 

li\trII i1 (t, cttvnilol distriinLitaries to 

t f11iul/1 /i i/, -nt/Il '/ llt' 

l , .. h h ' / # , m , t t l " H , v 
' th!I' Nl,t, ll!di'1111hl1It/ )// O lN . 17 O w Illl 

, ',) 

I 
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Watering the Domlara ValletI 
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Tin' MAlahau'li ais s1. 'opr, thfoll( l nlrnianca _a 


.. .seen 

-Ecology 

form deltaic conditions before debouch- The ideas expressed on the natural 
ing itself into the Koddiyar Bayon the east evolution of the Mahaweli convergeon the 
roast near Trincomalee. point that the present drainage system 

was developed out of several early river
Evolution and basin; that drililf-d the hill coUntrv in tire 

distant geoloical past. In the words ofN atu ral Hi story Kularatnam ('1962): 

'A., it is tec/,r!, the1[K"/iach cliGangIa is;
unusualhlt W 'nlth of the river, in ttratces

(nl(risor with r li v s ill Island.Ii ) rtir / . 1 
,ind its winding journey thl Iflh hill 1 t1ri " .a c.vpr.i.co th I r it t It' It 

C~tII~tI'yII'dto hi3'- l 'I"(ttalo
r011l( fl ' s, pUM'itc',at the' .l{ntot 
i1110)(t h(-11-1 t o tti.rt'oil [it(OIItttion /n1 ir ,,h h ci it/. capturinI
arrroui! err th scientists n its iveoltlioti 
anr IM,,rd elbowv lends ,rc ,mld ' tf1q th4,'1,1c ilI 1,1 w cclinl ( to itsc/'11natural history. 11hw le1/' tHIhilunri'iiiijI isl 
lie rinhirvatleys withIt h cir anoma lotT 


srieraces have 

stlleen Used au itr tvine forrfranarpitiya. OWrstr, below the 
alybeen iins porh eviceice oraae changes of the course of the Mahaweli. on 
polcyc Ic orig iri of thre Mahawe Ii(Ira it g 
system . *K. Krir .11n, fi . nll2.Un Rcti'i 

its sweeping flood plain, would have been
 
frequent. There is evidence that the
 
course of the river has changed even
 
. . .during times. analysis of
historial An 

aerial photographs indicates that the river
 
h;js "hanged its course after the constic
tion of the tamed Sonawathiye daqoba in 

the second cent lty B.C. Historical
 
chronicles indicate that the dacoba was
 
on the right bank of Mahaweli. It is now
 

at a considerable distance from the 
leftbank.
 

and 
Resources
 
-s iTiost other natural systems, the 
Mahaweli river system has evolved over 
long periods of geological history and 
gradually adjusted itself to its natural 
state. It has obviously developed some 
form of equilibrium. where its component 
paris function in co-ordination and 
harmony. 

The wettest months in the upper 

catchment of the Mahaweli system, above 
Polgoila. are the driest months in the 
lower basin of the Dry Zone. Therefore.
 
the harnessing of upper !Aahaweli water
 
to irrigate tile Dry Zone lowlands was one
 
of the main water resource utilization
 
strategies hom ancient times.
 

As Strange (1909) noted: 

'16 A/a chGanrqa is theirof 
"Th n hi , 1(I is l er 

(". it,t i 'Intll/ iSe 0re larlge,ihi" that o1 ,int ithicr line'r in the 

I.s/an. hint if/rat is ptohablitof the 
a(iIn g it is O/c . 
lc t ot' ttiot). it'/tO, ,ItIilm t (1.1ho

thic11c,1 ,rIIs thc¢'h'hwnt is U~isited
 
1b hoth I/e ,ent/hso 'ust and/ /oili 
f ,r, t n: n.'.

atAlestts 
forest cnver inthe upper catchment

of the Mahaweli has been progressively
cleared since the middle of the last 

LStl qc q(Io d I'lD.S. scrlrnaake 
illA .lricutfri/f 1 ;Pautiotisnm - /1935. 

http:Island.Ii
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century to open out tea and other 
plantations. Soil erosion, siltation of river 
channels and the frequent occurrence of 
floods resulted from the denudation of 
the upper Mahaweli catchment. 

Mahaweli and the 
Sinhala Heartland 
Apart from enriching the lands through 
which it flowed, the Mahaweli Ganga also 
played a significant role in national 
defence and security. An examination of 
the geographical position of the Mahaweli 
Ganga, indicates that it is located in the 
centre of the Sinhala Heartland, or that 

Somnawathiya - once on the right bank of the 

part of the Island which resisted the 
invasions of the western naval super-
powers for several centuries (Map. 2). 
There is hardly any doubt that the 
NMahaweli (jala durga) with its forest cover 
(vana durga) and rugged hilly terrain (gir 
duga1)played avital role in shaping the 
histor, of Sri Lanka and determining the 
destiny of her people. 

Since early periods of history the 
Mahaweli provided irrigation waters to 
bring prosperity to areas such as Minipe 
and Polonnaruwa. This is clearly indicated 
by the Minipe slab inscription that stands 
on ileleft bank of Mahaweli. 

lahaweli
 

The winding path of the iver around the 
hill capital of Kandy stood in the way of 
many a foreign invarder. The gorges at 
Lewella, Gannoruwa and Rantembe 
provided veritable death traps for ene
mies unfam;liar with the course of the 
Mahaweli. Sri Lanka's dependence on the 
Mahaweli Ganga for its resources was so 
great. that it is not surprising that its 
waters were made sacred by the 
inhabitants of Kancy as exemplified by 
the Diya Kepima'water cutting ceremony' 
connectedwiththeDaladaPerahera-the 

great pageant of the Ten ple of the Tooth 
Relic in Kandy. 

.......
.. 
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THE SINHALA HEARTLAND
 

. . .. . ..
. .
 . . . ..(.. 

' I' 

The Kingdom of Kandy- 1815 (As given in de Silva, K.M., 1981) 
Area not occupied by the Portuguese(1617-1638)(Adopted from de Silva, C.R. 

1971)
Th e Sinhala Heartland 
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Hydraulic Heritage
 

lwt ( r!till tiith ,t inl liv,- rnfi itlhIIIdo Sit I anka from ihe Ar'anised 
rt-ItVitltS ilit' I)( ,diIrap i), the '.OliLIIl hi lil (lon I'tic ,lains, 


tor 'i tt' i,Sri vi'jn ,. h lotn't,. it 

i hl I I,, ' t hIIlo ,t I !,ILItnl 1n, ni, nnI q ,.-.;t'bli lt 4,1nllaplm nili tlilti 
, tlf 'iill . w I<:nil I[(. hii,t settllAm ,nt b t' .X wvatu Oya,\Vjav, 


I-,tjuWi,tt ill,, Ihm. t h(rluntl iov.t i of Ivid his (oinlnrions who wure tamiliar 

Il, " lit,h(MI Ill. \t ,' iin" Imh 
 th Isllo li I tlll"t(linmt M lichi, is 

httil,.r lLJl; 'Hs 'tl .r ( l itf l <ltirt, Irld w.vlt ill Ill(. 1 ('JV ,lIirl Itm lill \ 
ii	fl I'ssiitsol ( 'ilhiIiti~ ~ i 
f-,( hI lmll IC lt'k 1IV ni(tnlI \i -,t t t ilk li t !t t, l l-, (ln il t. f l( it-ilstl u lt, 't 'inino\(I

)l ,I Li rlI('to ' ,HiW'(h Of t !(h'if 
r i . II' Ii 1) ", S IItttiItIiiiI Il 

iit I i \ [ l t ill ilt ( lllt lil't i i I rit l1 defptm d t001 1 , ,[lll. ,,It.,,sti1nl , rii t' lolll lon flh ir 
.it, , jl, ! nlt'tll'twi , tl. 


.l1!l, , ' , ' I , ll 1w IrI
,,workinanship. 
, I11" i tf,,t in i , , d I liIi. viIll . rI tilt Ito nit tlit' ltiiids mili 

[!,,',Vt I tnt ,w [;itii t r lll 

tll,)t \vet100 4 d Co r, 1.nI ,I,d d v'f t lilt' r ilcit le . I > l. 	 h it 

1t'ov.i u(h'i . irrim I I,ilt;)nk,. thesI 

A tt ilsW" ,1 it,- , l'o hssimiltiori co Ar\ i tt II po,;s ssed
(t). it t' early 

n~ ,t 'I t t '5 ir i k t Pt I l ilt tkin l'4it'ie sier )()l rf I'St*.f, lfl to cniti.: tx n~ iri aition ,)la l vet.i 
t t 'ed\ to lio i thi, stirt t of wa01tXr 

ii , i- (t I -,r 
1 \,tn sit(n o filc 10111 tnijt - -ii 

d '( i1\I'I, i /init I aid i rq fli 'ts 'i tim nilcihned h ue
if, . f; l , , Jl!, ] t , i , <l ,q , [ lirllit., I) I IIe iI f irI': s e II I(, II I, ,II otliiinU f~n~li thu scltlm!r seitilido CAlt 

t.I, ,< n i, iit ..'l .. tSit,n:h n' t ii 'lhthni S ,n intitif)inft ltlr(fthe A' ls.altaOyaton 

.ntr~~iit.. n,.r' ,!I,,r' ,in I t ii r'aduhaqia ilhes' ,r,. in ni foinundit tl,ttiiA a. thi,J!,n i fi , it tl.i' fotu d _lf'ntissnditiii'i on .I 'Imari- lr, 

t( hI' ni, tn ,.i, 
 it . O[a --- triiiltiin, at olthnMaltv-tli Oy:I' 

, (,A,fi, I' tt1,i , tHi.-I '-tifrilh (vlt -v'lain the t'l ai area o lbt Kala 
li1tit' ItItl ,.'.'1,s O i'iiiliajlait b rty i near) t laha.eli 

ttviby e 
n'n dy Ii ifW t"Ilsitiio r l'Gall aIi t 


u ir ltih t timt I tnill -. <[nil ittiti it ,li l til rhr linindi Ov)'ni Fil the d ,t.I) oL~th.
 

If\. "[)d III oft thia hflt rlatste 

flit . i tn hl i lo i Ii , I nlI- tlso 't 

il 
c l . v w tha settled
 

SthSitliinit' in ,fnl ' n/ttilt i Ini ,o l it iflri.' rh lilt' <nii t h Iti i ' , t i ro
!it.()('n'tifti,', 1mu ,,iht!, .m.. ' ','kut f l t'i v.' nsifS tiitf iutlflitinit,,n iit hkin-i th 
[titt' ( tliitr l n it 'nitl l intt 1Wt i ; 111t'il 11id1('11W[nI I hisM III( ltmO 	 W('d [)n ton 

the o;tifln'l Sinll ilI ' I con '4 

Ilfi's liat 
 l. t n, n, 'a,tiiii-nhcJ itnit thi tht'lpfc-twli.tl.'q ii" tnt hri sliar' tjilly 

aiut'.'srtrn, tnt flit nt. i nJty Simuhiales edfie and tine dl-,i Ifcitioiu oft (ItItlitn.,,l 	 ( etirtle 
1 ]OL'n, ,-________1"b to thilt' tt 1121i Ir wilh the extetlsidin 

... . .. .5	 of tho latndl coiti,',ble b\ iilli o iwit
I/tn ,f.I/in ,,nit i ) l'n Itt in I'l 0' Inn tiai ti/nt have resulted ili rice FodO(tioln laiting 

n i; / wI"I'tfh , hun , h.b i ,t, .'vn 1/ :, leaps and hounds in a countrV'which 
'i tt , I t i , .l I n/t'i , ~ ond Itn,,it., hitherto depeiidud on rain-fed ano chenlaInv, /61hI\11. 	 cultivation, 

These early settlers. to begin with. 
settled in areas where the rainfill was not 
too heavy and the forests not too dense, 
patlly because sJch land lay close to 
where they orictinaill, debarked. and also 

lent c[ 

iforirritlatiol.
 

bcaLse tthe errain Veil admirably 

earl y S iiihaIt so prahblyl made a se of 
Int' OfSti 

tilll 1hot tit rocai i(trlal)itllints who 
\kere piedominatintly Yakkas. for clearing 

ccnstro fI of t COIsts. Ciior of irr iqatiorn works 

mid illinq ethefields.Sant'early iriqation 
wolks et etain ill iOnIs to Yakka 

In CoaIrse ot time, having
piovided them leadership, the Sinhalese 
fused )'itlh the' i)eople fonminq one 
COr np o sit(. c o rm .n iu ril 

A h,:trdt'ort' of Yakl;as who resisted 
piobahlk,, retreated into the 

Jeq)1er recesses of the island's orest and 
rock fastnesses; and perhaps with theefflulxion of time the jungles adopted and 

sustained them. 

'Th e M'jaqa s, ono th er Io c il lan. with a
 
culture somewhat more advanced than
 
St of flit, Yakkas held out
that agfainst the 

invadingl Sinhiarse and maintained their
 
idtntity loncer. Over the passa(e of time
 
thev too in lelqalod with the Sinhalese. A
 
Naca cult has persisted strongly, in
 
irri(ation nernqinecri arnd Naqa prefixes
 

ind suffixes have oc tirecl inl names of 
later Sinhalese royalty and common folk 
alike 

The'e is a school of thuoruht that the 
rniiiany headed cobra symbol that turns up 
invariably or/ancienl irriClation strUctUres,,),.\as tht, insiqniti of a [" l:a lirne of royalt'ya heisciuao 'I 

I ii the hydraUlic arts anid 
Itcitences or vas thit, il ot a Na qa tribe 
.';killed ill hydf-],li( (.1nflirwl. 
kle niun'tifc tiiirtltnt 

fun 


early Siuhale., w.ho w,'i e familiar 
li aril herr s of fovermment

Wt hica ion ths In] sv ley 
khich obtained in the Indus Valley 

societies instinctively opted for rule by
chiefs. This soon led to theiradoption of a 



18 

'. -imonarchical system of Government. 

."N The kinq was held to bethe lord of the soil 

hLt each settler was entitled to a 

hfdIi o I f~ foa-on 
did not prevePnt invone 
him litnq Imslei t'xtclts
,I,11tivationi. It was in tll 

hist wt This 
with resources 
of land Linder
intelests of the 

? 
kinlq to ,m(n)eirale suc-h Ivvelopment. as 
I alo olItrlihi d to ,,vrtte. Such 

ttrl)rist .r \ inddivjdil would have 

I:A.',- ,f .. .. e afk Iitle r rstrI t(I o of irriqat ionII,.ft, , . M l '{,Oll , ,, w wr ,ntitle d to 

J, 
(..1..0, illd@. 

i. . .. 

Irk 

A -.- -, " 

4. .,,to 

,Sinlhalese 
fiontietspitit ol)%iit.sIv inmled the early 

s ittlr<s on. As their numhers 
-rew they Inted out to other river hasins 

stake out lw lots an)d to pitch new 

0. :Starlinq with the opplication ot their 

itidimertia, knc, l'edqe of the art of 
q'Irigation the ealv SinItalese built small 

' " ' 

weirs aid ani-tits to convey water into 

canals and thereafter proqressively shar 
poned their skills to construct reservoirsor

nks. 

" 
:70...,' 

V:t 

.. 

- .terwards 

.tissa 

It is helieved that the first tanks, thouqh 
all, were constructed in the sixth and 

tli-. centurv 13C.. at Anuradhagama -

f known as Anuradhapura 

which was tlh. capital of tile Sinlalese 
Inqldom for over 1000 y'ears from 437 

B hC.lie first historeally identifiable 

.s,,oir is tlhe Ahhayiawewa. later known 
.. the [asawl'kkularca in Anuradhapura. 

cedited to king Pndukahhaya (457-367 

10 though a reservoir is also referred to, 
r-ing the ieiIn of his father - King 

"lanhas(ieva (571 -- 504 BC). The 
"i<Isawewa, also in Anlradhilaplra huilt 

. lriflli tihe rr i~in of kinq Devanampiya
1250 - 210 10 is another ancient 

teervo ir. 

Nothing bigger than village tanks was 

attempted hy the early Sinhalese kings, tc 
start with. Most of the smaller tanks we-re 
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Pic atriual of the Arhrtl Mahinda - a line drawing brja modern amtist
 
privately-owned. 
 'I .<"'- .A\ 

,ust as settled iriiqated agriculture had a ' " , .
 . 2 , ... ' \
 
deC) goini impact on the economic\ 
 I ,,

rld ioil dweloprnertt of the early W"" l,,iJ. 

Siri lt so o also It, introduction 'f .U-


I~nddhlrv- to SrI lanka in th third .r
 

kf, l . d U r irk't h re iun (1""
,l ir HC 

a h a v e i
l) e ,r,Mi )ivatis wd tot . 11r)V " . " " 

111tl--ltIt(;tohn a<,ilhlls-ric otheir, l uahl[rcl;RthL , 'I, ,H I r-O-- ,
'': 'A i.-. 

hrinuslt, tromrl hi-dt th Ibed, exhorted the 7 -' / 'U " f I 

t,,'tr\'pI ('itmClds eE~ H and their ,\i-, Iof) the IiIoq protethaIt Iwt th omI oflW o L). i .(I II;iM,;m I "S 


flnijr[,h in Sri Ianka, A(cordinrl'y. the ,',. 
 .
 
Sinlalese- (on ceive of themselves as theI 
'boson gJuadiansI oAFirddhism: that their L 1 U
des<tiny h, willed it so. I his link between 
 ";t . J 

tN Sin,iraose. Sri I.anka and Buddhism ., T 

.. ,11 'i5ea prolound intluenoe on Sri I
I ,nkr. ii lnnit through-the\.war padwelt , D.. . i< - ,, % r_:; i,,
"I/. 1, . / 

o)fher cultural fabric. giving tle counLtrv a t t ' I - (" . .
 
(Itist rII I i d ti .
 -
The rapid ;pread ot Buddhism streng- A ' < ' t; it.
 
I th e links of triendship between Sri 
 t 0'-- .
 "
 
ta]rlk,!and Mauryrr India and other \ \'
 
neighboMing BLuddhist states. Buddhism .. 
 .
 .sI t,.,ei,'lo u'n the cotintyV culturally. This - '. .. . . ,
in tiin -,tnr thend the process of 
 ; . -. 
 .
 

unification. 4po liticil "- . , ', 

The Dravidian intlhence over Sri Lanka r [ ; h r,_.A., j

h,as been a constant factor. As to when the '"" r: .' . 
the Dravidiarrs set foot on this country's .'" " 


soil is not conclusively known, though it is t , t /1
,agreed that they started coming in from " . u ' r I . 
ear ly times, first as irnmirants interested " r ' ,
in tr-ade and later as invaoers. rN -

Thre Dravidian connection,. the physical L / // 7 . - - ", ; I ri 
realil of the proximity of predoninantly, 
Draxidian teritory across lr seas to tIre .
 

norlh of tile Island, corrpounced by thre >'--' 
 -
presence of people ot Drvidia,, extiac- " '-X<, 

- , 
. 

; I/tiorn living in the noritern coastal strip of 
\J

the Island has markedly inflUenced the. .,. ,. ""4-. ,...

chemistry of politics in Sri Lanka.>.. ' .• ." ; 



Slln.,;ct t-OnJ, \ViI1,:fl'
the 7aLr-. Do'1r11n1d. 
K. M. de Silva states that: 

Nl
" iththh t t'c'h irc0 1 l fl S. 

in.''ifh I i' tt'''tIIr! I".!
 
If'rlhr f',r1,1,/ tl '' .llt~
" ' 

, h! ,a it ' t,! , / 't /r 

'f/IfII I li '.'I . "f - 'W'l -"t"f 

s lf, lo l" 1) 0 0 11 ( t •c L' N l d h lI __r.1 il0l . , 

ife? ; ? I 1 1 1111 1St71 i n i(rpractice. hut teveloped a high degree'It of istir l ltalo/ lll It(t 0lIt" ' " h'i,/'I'I' li ilt, lto'Itof r.ltion Works, which curacv, in cofltnu i if inI lf i ifl. 'In 

(It~l/'f'~'If't II f11 I +; tllB•di~ l teL ~' ll~: l'if I1j'r'o 'tu t fr~ait'Itrc.,m Iw(e 'Ilt't foW OfI)l t he Iand Oma(st ert Idthe folrl i lC cnc ot (tarn .s 0 iing
f/f'~fff!~l'(lt /1i'
f~, ' . (' d Ill(' stli Of the ro l I rivers. 

"tll /' i I ' '' lilft i',1,"'(f f',i'rmiiq (If t.ff' or'-aniseti developpment 
/I c"f, ' 1,/ 1 t/ .. 11' ,h f I1 ) ti ',I 1 4'1 'I'Il)(" 1t Ni1 / ii t !"NI h,'i of I ' lD e it tn er irriiflt on works of 

'l,/l,IfIll'' 'litf U'"ld !~ " ' 'S'langha 11,', f 's:tcflto this tf i'.as it Is, 1,11lf1I il'lilitilitlltl %II ' riotl h0ai~lyn~ ive 
tAt', for i]I'tlmltt', i.hittf i ...'l h if '(It'ssitdt'd tin er scrk lde ol ent ot 
(Nn(11'S 'Irt Jl,1vf' jl mInllI 1ff 1,1i)011r tIt qfc('iltf2[ il thetffi S0''ffisticdtioif'N Ittt"J''iIf fit t iilt qj f oIl~Llllf liil W 'ltSl110110d'.icpt 1111 llliIt iilif' i ' t ,~ Of (Onf1str I'1011. Clearly. suJchn Ihflldd lis l, t to If'(,c,I i lf''rti' , f',('nr '. woiks i' oti-..the resollrces of 

1 Iif1I f i r ' f r l i t -t trdf lsi"s 1(1o f (' l c nt'il",t HC li lt,, hl"s'BV,f i ld i i dtl-1,i s h i lt I1 ') s ih~l'l on l y Wit h)o t le first l('ltol ns. fitoKHlailide tank resolircs of it'e tte
 
Cent'thr . f 'o s Iled ,
, 'arit fh r1lt'if,Ill I r Di

('vitlf'l'(' ItI' t '\f l, 1ti 
1 i nd / Orw nial d ifII li ll~ f'. lf il'So lak'il-', d oveIr Vti tr p osaiflo i e . iri iirdii il, \ tf' ft latio n ater 

co , lrtIi ' ti , . fi '. Il 'It rfadth tfitn fl '('l which'. t d--,i.li (n,r ,w ,tho of ' )Ir,i 'rs('i,- ,.oCda,' 

flit' n('O . (, \, . rsr pt it K sal\ I7 A I r N su flith , firstof meda s ofr fi litio i Ilit tre watfr and 
ill't'.... t
[ 't " ', 'I'Itlt 
 to 'livator. Itm y he 

reveril thait it lOSl~fl-id\ ('frliri ti' tiregreat tdnkI-Ilfild(tlf Sinhlese5( king(s. tff('rc'
hff1 reCdllelt hflt was priVrrte owl('nshil)+
f"siolI tI ('lftl', tdll'n;,'Ind , hest ov o f nirrant kI ,w fl tih, ruction oflit, of smfall tnks. I to' r to ifler merit the 
irti(atirl cilt s to'i ,iistlt' ,1i ,Alahaaicanal, which took off fro rin(d eha dar kin c,,in owners 'of villat tanks 

hh_,,_ ,! ,. , tfrno,.,til( th ,MfiAng.he mislnI (VAPI HAMIKAS) gifted the irrigation 

Hisio of S-i Lan. , toThe Wto 
Jconstruction of this canal 

aA t al s isiu water chargehale, to the Sanha. It was 
meant ihat b' unusual for tfe king to gift an irigatichn 

http:d--,i.li
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work withtf the- hadworks to the Sang ha. 110(tlI11 f/'
Jlo' kin ,.(I er 	

ricil o/ IttI fes'crl o0 , s to orto'h/di th 'c of,',,'f.d his fiqht to ow.n the +hliq u' 21cif'(ftb /it2i/ f ,1ch 21 	 2di//CI('tlll()I o 1'h/c/2t.h ,adwork,. i 'oiI-,dIv is St'r-vId to 	
Il/lil (t/fICl

/It l'2't5itl/l f i ' tt li' 	 Mti t', 1(''I /I,-c', ',Iltq c",t tIht fIt' i 1o/, (')1l /N' 
1' Il i , i, - ,f'ib Il 1(,1i/It .t7 til , I' lith,tj/I, / Il l/I . )f I l' / I t .'ll f/l i' 

'", ( /i J r tI \ h'jiirjh~1 lii 1~ ~ !,/ 	 I.tIlf /tl to t h It i 	 H2 / r wq/f. Ifhtl , rrt n.I//,Ii Ir ei o,ifII io, 

S't-t 	 ' ,11ll l lfIs, I- ' Ir t lhat 1I. fI' I ' Il ,lll .l'i.l tIItlll,/i 'l l a e IIo, pa l l t'/Ir v te ms. 

v,- lttI/ 1f /i'it, , ',,, I jtl i h ,I',I aid th bi fo r tuniqIe' 

t 
A il 

Ill. 
f ' l it f li tl i f I l li , , -' t('i tn areas o t IIi/l ti i theI . tIlI /sI ( 1cl I)fiII OwI I1//I li hs ,f )v )I 1' I/('l s'/ hit it h'nv 1 /va1 .1tu i l , ( 1 1 cnp the,¢ Aman
 

,1 i hIll -. i,l, i-i , ItL SllI',I r<2o, h't Il ' I .'1 /iIlt'
-, 	 ;/ i' ,It /12th'I ('s, (/1 C I, it'.,1 2'flq t fill (q" 	 1/: iltrisi' ;in me anlqmedi (h/'h 	 eal ie o/, i l, 	 S'I If, t it /S, . 1 / ' ,il( [I L, ( imi 1.l , ',t!i q )I .Ill ,I ll,m(/lH/ti/t ICh'1,itkI,1/hrI hl )Idst'/L t I,/ hladew1e, f,t l ne Istre o,f thi( 

- t l ' Ill1 -2 u t/i, 55/211 I ll i , I(',' I tl I I/ lI ( , Iii111(),(v II'II/,)?lt(,l S it . . . nd I/ntl( -/ )I( /I II (hrt 

t I t0 lti t . (S'.l .' ifl ' fl 50.,, t l - ,I/ 1 I o kot1)1t of 1 - 2d('/1-/ I if' t1e seli nuc r trio thei en ae ea slyfed i 

,,I.r /1 5, fr~l-l ' II' st i(a r IitIIi It1/1t i h/ "-,i it'(/' t I/1'olf. I.t([1(1. 12 t AnI a ha 
 u pra e and fIoronniv 

h'i a yais,a IIO/. aiviifiain",l-: 	 il , ,ii,, 211,1 ' I,.ult t pairf,w qork. It "lt lit', lf tl '/. ,~l 'f/li'(t l /il h ear e ofn a as id.
i t'. i tI~li)l 55/,/ 011 yi'dlli~ ,,ft-u v,ng

fjfj'f 	
Ill /' it,l I' llut 'i l il ' (l /I -Thtat ja s l ndulng n er d b,l/.,o rf., SwaI,roldi 	 tIlh)(I, h< : ' Ibijime'tfl1" 1b, tfohli . ,t, li//h I'd(('ifW!'/fil f/h I ll//it ?' ~ill les.- laid the basis fores the i e 

to ~ ~~ 	 . n1aly m p exand ef/.~ ,111)1 	 AD t4l, ki,t 1 I/i'ihH)l(/S-ifdlCi(SI	(111.i Vtli p. til\ <-,v11/10toIOct )1/f art, and arhtcuehvvnue 
f/l ) l l1 a ser n ela oTems(1111~~~ iS I' fO lit / eI~~Ir I 

/ ft o', t ion h 0 ,/ 0 1 tt/I l'/-ol t / La, i pr r lers oti 
t o"/ 1O - 2 0 1 1/ / I ltl/ il I nI /2 //d y o mn c e i h d p r f t h 

1' v,.' i 'oIf. so, nv I,. d h lc'n, . ith/ ts (ot . TxpIlll atnsi alO n mdplura where hb
f/ olve, 	 lt'l i'/s ,'/IS

,a~.I 1 thM )f1iriqa jti ,' ti .	 It111,6,i pe trally CW',uni. t ! ', 'o~ I/tooit asoI oilt l' liwolt'fi ot Iif'a) /l' (,t thesern e irigtiOv Theonse(B 	 Walotwho -osa womplexa i rria tion whe aorsece 

I 	 s- 'l' lli'ltln l kh iNC ,E,'-ll h 	 f/ l '.' / tl/;A ',0 b / tl ls 'i 'on /~iictil rejilv fohlictii ' anthese/nuclear Bi.oko h( ,c ated arhe t e have entres of theI nl 1 '1 	 WC a'reas'ithd toth'e f',llres1 i ionk lornra r ifg to Il RllI'I'/it /) 1/ of f i l! i inf /Ih 
1 

frmlSin g a re in he pAt was
 
I ll t' iIr i ,ll S i ll(-' i i/ iJ' o / ).' 1 /1 2 15t 2e/iut 11.5
I,o /l'td'ei m/ar ed, iuh 

in/ 	 a/s i ersnto ' d ndlf lit thi I' itn l fh ( phfl'/ lo/ /e of thenr ar a eli a nerid ahethliIvOlhof '-tiht .r i th 111111,11", -lh' fld , t/lf of, (M f/1w vi'l s/2lh'-. 'o0oAaan o A raGanga n chasrac ae tointe('sirisp t~i~l an, ',,('!W o IhVW /I"., .w l l sc-'ft mar,/silo o ' a'llto ed archiecsive haes/' o'1 1tol / adjIti'tthe' 	 ure to h s,i 	 r'p ol oh l irrigatione oworsthemightill-/1ir /iSi/1 	 ' 11rrtlimer i(]w:,s:wCI -thy /yfor~ts ' st- I,.S /fl) rk, Ot'i,_/,oft ti(kn wn, u hthfoti . h ti ager m ank c nr h, ilfl, h ut ll',:o lll(' hiael, of the. id. wei ano 
til'O 	 %o.11i, inoled/oil, thc 	hlli lhto, , o 	 olitt-c .(t-elv.t Amexpt4anso ofAnuK r a haurawhere tl 

:' 'd~i t ,l wtk-tfcAlhdtor oh rinci l ail( ,Inst ' ills nOw Kiqr Mls it i of thew a stem mightya 

Othc, sin/t,)ICS ('n7lirlc ', .,) : .\xactlYl known. b:ut the larger Maha,,eli by the construtrorn of the 
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Pahbatanta canal which took off from 
hni Nt i"uwara, ~ ., eastwards,tow udlaDrr
bu aqMid IIovw 

towrds DimiiaI.t 

fle next Sinh,;Il ai at t oo d 

It I IF t t i I Dmt. ~( rim; nilt 

hydratltlit trHtlr't'tltril [)lttin.enra
a'; I.,,-


11) 417 i Af nn to[ f 

o ~ 
,S thl lilI, l tt't' lol t olnIrticting 


tl(certji 

itluiltilt caiIt r it tt!I tk 

ti iadlitA' 

Jos7 uli 1Y'e'/i. t' thei t iescriteI 

"tt>, ',i ,,-


-i' ''4 'ri, th,t', itt .titt .... thn' 
in, it? tiit Itl t it I t 'ij)lt'S ' 

di . 'tlt?t. ill t fIt' iith 

ar .i1n0 Ih1t11 nimtt t 

I 
++,.< +..,, 


o 	 f sides ofa squar. sited on a 
.'l~qp i m p lai l l c riel[lo t i nld il , ertvllc tt 

all'' 

The most impressive achievement of
[Dhat isena w~js tiL Kalawewa -- an 

imIense work which would have 
inteVlveI o o S1ahour r'soLar,+.erIotM 	 The 
reservoir has an enmhankiwlit nearly four 
miles leotl. The e n klinkment rises at 

points to, nerly fortv It'e. 
V, t 
,r from providing irrifqatiorl to ilnd 

tinder it. the watels of Kalawewa were led 
throulh thel Java:l(a - a maior canal 
wi 'h mean de red ift-our miles to 
service the city tanl.s of Airuradial)ura. 

enroute feeding a svsteni of minor and 
'villIletanks. 

IliTeJi\,a Ganla has an anazinqly 

,hallow gradient, fallin] no more than six 

Lo,
 

+, 
" '. 


inches to the mile in its first seventeen 
m ile s . 

-leCulavamsa referring to DhfL.iuseIa's 

reigIn in detail credits him with the 
consti uction of a weir across the 
Mahawt liand staes tfat he "created 

liekls which '..'ere 1)e'irm1allerd watered". 
This is tho(lht to he a eftece to tfit 
extentioi of the ahhatantl (inal built 
erlier hy M lhasenl. 

A glho (575-608 	 theAD ) is credited witrl 
M .inipeanicut acro.: the main stem of the 

Mahaweli and the canal cn the left hank of 
tile river which was no more than 
seventeen miles as first laid out. Agbo II 
(608-61 8 AD) is credited with the 

construction of Gamtala wewa and 
Giritale. The Giritale is situated between 
Minneriya and Polonnaruva. Gan-tala 
we%,a. in the Trincomalee District is one of 

the largcest reservoirs in Sri Lanka. 

K,1latnit - tihgilt of hing Dhatus'na 

.~~I 	 I' I'm 

', 
N 

...
..
 



23 
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Se of - is 'ihn tn yas f te cet f edfcsw,:akam ihve- :the<L"U-'. wt ya iso 

~ t h igh.s ofan'~sa rs..:/:- ext-ernal ic tha .Mesad fo ni' l andBaalS:-sso .a(t and "Il( n ...... to tc ) ........... 
attcksb th- edan f te tiiteeth l wS th17ini1tr hod= cidr~iauic ..ll 

likeal othe kngrts ade a7mr i centur r o the a duras .I a 111'COy ofmntei ua asrl o-hC .. 
fetnsof hdaulntsic acivmntniq e tevs n vOa oyad o pe nineeringecnolgtiarm tonmqnlonastihave i 

agledePMrkra a g1ave et. iaury sytmhaegraeBau to.t ih the a w i r io n t d riedtAophithese 57)num
praatas now-
Messages.-- the - .lljas the b'an Blase ofthelaarTankcviat hi3ona' a33tolhe Pa3a~t

• Sa-- heof Parakama - is [ Wihein ten yarof the
'Iws 

deha ol ifics
atp e w ich vied witthe ta lyamiso, 
. 6He~~~~~~anars ~ bul ~h a ia paasdior Band d.tesinlakingdo gp tvih narfhydealOiccialna ~ajo anksi anowd2376tmndr and probabelyn'terate i nd templ of Babl o, l(~ i uin iw Madur was90).i trathe Itce te 


knponately nga ed The ba t tak athnl e t e a bencrittbendtea :'()ll l)
his aar "1clcsnsWb dtoti
 
-r hass o aeslnth collaceso of s . a ncl
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aln aor F h la, :ighflowed wetad tasseiostaoswteeflrsene th at led to talhecollpset
 
notwrs a a att cks, titseent andthe cn
, ,:andfl feeat succenres in ciilwasn ":; breaksthdto ,othl clpe ,rtowhigh.mulaal es -: extrna ThehheGrat Snaancultreandpoduthed ani hofiaic iiliztion 

flowedeBa swrd, withthedar s aal veerrate mt gets hia(l~t!, the 7)ci ieto hionsse that th.waded of 
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irrigation mnau,('ment s, stetm wLas 
d rs'tilt ol the dceilitationlof1 

anrihilatiom ol ite Kulinas -- /'"
fl ob i!il Yq H / , p z , " q d l t 

illi(Illi ll ;\ltll'( lt', ll"O lloN t)][hi 

ftlti'v/ ,I th l ,,I / it . /t(, /" 
/ 4 Ili c t-.1 1 0 / ,IC/ h ip4, 


toi. 0, 1. 1 ,tl/Iong. 


1/le.-.(/~otets11/ I/4)7 enI/tit/t1 

/111.h /41/" 11(1/ta lls ill I4'l ,
I 01'll /)fill m li~il V. /'a 11oj~ctltilvf)th, (11h'Ihtilnl (1tth' 

ll.D U /,-tic('wil'.l.ooiAlthI( tIh 

111h!/',4 fi ' k, 4/, ,/O ,.t /f, (1/tl) 4/ ,I 

i'i , 1111 h,4~t (I/ 1 1 41stupendous 
"i 514'1115,i 

/44gt , t'4'A11 (11 1 11 

1,t4 14 5 ,114/ /4/,144-, 
tI'4'1h'itl11i 

t)>4 ,ahn 

4I('t11),C' I(1 
ol/ic'Ition 

l'44(11/? to 

c.(w1li441ll wo' 

f"!,tt44 '. (1144,' hI/l ~141I~ 

h 'nt' ht' l (,air), 

1111 ))'C C, III' C4 1, ' /(, If,tl ( C, ,,'t /()! . h 

/44/1 If i,' (4 i f 
l4'd 1 / /Ih Il Ill ( l)/('/to 

tlt,'lia 'ill t/he' Itt(51't wih hod 
4feerl v4)411 r/l t't hi Itl' p/ 1(411'*. 

ojc4.qtt/4/ cr1' 4 t1 /liti,/9>? ) /1lialt I> 
)ll) (ll'itllllr lI' ll " i('liq',",544 

tf /h.'e('c1444d Oil/, !,in. fill 

1fh4 i'( lh tra : rh.)i '. /I till 
I ',1 t/IC'IC 

17111(4/1 "(4/4' /,v )t ll It I "(',)t4'1 

ill 11i t14'I:,?I 'iat,l hiqi li4/. 

ItL1,411 "lt NC11 fI/4'(' I 

'%i l", lI' l, I't",l' I ( i t'tl 

/)cll/ 1 ii lale 45 c /htt 
N1(41 I 1/ v5 t '110,,i tm 4' ,itt( tt 

huh/i ,4/i.' :,h)n/ l he' D! 
/11, ' / I l l ith'', ,>/h1a/ /h 'fli l/i 

,
s/hil, J ( II:' / p1 1,lHl'i ,'n 

1 ,4' cd. ,411,p4/11l tlt/ltl I .'c' , U 
pI , cf', h1,1 11!1,h~(1 I , t ill ill(

/ t)441t4 14t''lut 'Ill ' I' /11)4'4 ',illI44[1144, 444' *f 1144' ' 4/ 

s, A h t. WATER AN-ID LTFE 11",14,1/4p,'' 
THE DRY ZONE OF SRI LAI - .hl 

recen! petiod,I hif.tot!], Sinhalese 
coplc hac 'hofuird som elemet.s 
ici /itrldalicc ultIlcndcall icd 

h ' It'!ll 't/ c' / c if i Mcd."fIh l - -

Ahandoningq the Raiarata the Sinhilese 
r treated to the h illy re io ns, and befo re 

til riatted carlol)y of the lurking 

itI(nl , (-siIfln d the ,qloyof the Raj2rata 
to mho, Olvthe turret ct the miqhtyda~,)14 i I; 41h'iialrity 1iltbed the skyline and 

it-i' 1tm, thodraw ilt.'iton to pastot h iillIt,.)()I 0lr e' Ro '1,1i!lld. the 

"'
 

lodav .vlat is sitilnifil'itt is that the 

irriqtation v.ois of the 
Raja rata have. h'rd la (lehht i estored - thauk,s to enliqhtened British 
Adi'ninistrators who rediscovered then 

N1rd cii mewned their restoration 

[1This rt-slraion was however carried out 
with patriotic zeal by Sri Lanka's first 
Prime M'inister the late D. S. Senanayake. 
1A launched such work from the time he 
became t'Ainister of Ariculture and 
I 'Inds in 193,5. 

The late 1. S. Senaoayake's .qovernment. 

aid )sLJhsTclentgovernments happily 

:t .'LC tmost prio lity not Only to fie 
restoration of the irriqation works but also 
to the restoration and pie'selvation of Sri 
lankls monimental monrstic edifices. 

What is sig nificant is that these 
stupendous irriqation 5t1tIcilllt's arid 

monu mrental m onastic edifices - of truly 
heroic proportions -- al riot dead 
s,'mhols of a torq(lotten past but 
st Lcitures pullsMing with life. and as vitally 
ali.' todav,. as n tlhe day they were first 
d 'dicated to th people. 

."44'/4.'14415t /aL/ If9 ..q cl~h m l),I 
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The old order
 
The Mahaweli Development Area in the
 
Dry Zone beinq the cradle of an ancient
 
civilization, had its own pattern of human
 
settlements as far hack as twenty
 
centuries. Suhseguent to the collapse of
 
this civilization most ot these settlements
 
'jimdially disinte(rated and dispersed.
 
Ntevitthless, scme scattered settlhments
 
in the thrm o; purn.a villaqes, withstood .j, ,
 
all vicissitlidh aitdl awVsurv'ived to the . .
 

tresen t div t, :kil lh, totm ot a ttrtat >r... 
civilbation. 

Inaddition It( purana 'illiq>-snsmt new 
villages, of iTOl( io t criintitliri oiften 
bordering the iairt oads arid usually 
occupied by itcroachtlis flor diIferent .... . 2 
Paids 0' thU countr', became part of the 
Dry Zone settlement rnosai;c. Phe state-
Aided settlement schemes formed the 
next major settlement type in the pre-
Mahaweli cultural landscape of the Dry 
Zo1ne. with d few Ulban certres often 
ass.ciate d with the settlemnentIt is or the '-t ': j< K 

network of these purana villages, new. 
illages and setfrten schemes that the Flic spinit of the villag - paddy lild and Buddhist Dagota 

motdern P\ahcweli settlements are Farmer (1957) wondered, it is even aqrricultialrcpuhlics. each of ict i 
51peiuifpclsed. Ili this piocess many difficull to believe how the ancestors of hal a tan1, 't10 a li/ind i llid t ot, 
purana villages imd settlement schemes these feeble inhabitants of the present tlay it. 
had to he ahsortied and integrated into purana villages were responsible for these 
the ne,, %Aidlaweli settlerents. Ott the stupendo s iri ation orks of the past. These aiiictltuial republics at1i-in frct 
otherhandMaia.h'alisettlement planners On thv nthei iand, purana villagqes lirnetst-ed prtncIrI1rll, and , their 
had in cIh to learn from both purana Ipiws _nt it riiintsi of infoination ol inhabita nts thon( h 

1-duced to econom ic 
villages and from the experience of older traditioni Si'1l11, cItltill and .ociol weaklings of t, iodlmr' economy 
settlement schemes. ath1rololoqv N v itihele s a icthough Sri preserved tIir culthirlI I eiitale amidst 

Itnka has ride rt ii progress in waves of fortigii invasions antd 
discoverin Siti itnla's ipaat IhrouLh (torn rrilioli. 
archaecololcal xcavotitions tnuichPurana Vllages_ uMains to hi do1 in digg1ting into the Alt1ihouglh on the suifce a purana villaqe 
pUrara vill(lg s titletent !vt -tnI to lplp ir.s iuSt irnotfier lorrl Of htirii dn 
firi.irls nd depftt of Sinhl l it' li s finhwt fI ilthe settlleni,. swalty ili tfeov{(.' (ctreh'd ot ulivft 


, tin ik iV ititti d t isoial 


lh'lai P lirarta v .illage tilt I i, harrmoiv that it extihit if) its patial mid 
on rnizatioi. Ain iition 01 tthe m ost iii j' hte ,lt , (pe ral ia " x;lln:t~of cc~(rtl i l l l h 

settlement i)i tht ) , / )I ht is tintfl hit .A, i trollii vividly \fiii sstd it H[nttiil tig l 0ii,, ftioit 1 fpuran ta ill owis 
m'iost prtes 'l(an t \ Divu l lan vi!!l flt!.'l. -ttjil 1) ,) ltdl5 th i tl' 

existsii hifi l ' '11tv iof iul'il in the 
rerleselit Siiitllt- \n'ihi lt pcsts . of /itl //I ia' [. hti U /itl Stil/t . tll I'l l~ i ~ ittc o tti es i 

Inilld us stJ thli 0 l1 3 l 'ill, l fl [ ill', 
povllt-lty ill ' I 1 111" ', : " p cx-I(-11,01( ittc(11ll I. f, ife la 1 ,1 w /()m ";'L( oiuld [w idelit d ill 

brea o V 11(j( jf,r n iitilm i sitih/%,(theitt itbreak~down of tht-tirodcititonol i,,ncet
t 

IM/;l,11t t lthc' hi'/ ![']hI! m cl(.'ccfill[(/ 0) the purana villale svsten I.man uIt,. Wewa, 

rnlanagemrnt systernis ili the Aike of thi amn i(ntl p/iltion 1i',
 
rnodernizatioii Iid a farian chtle. Ast Itlti).sct/ t/ i lt a t '' / h. L. Hun/tie,
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30 30.. Thre Dalada Alaigaua 

- Temple of the Tooth Relic, 
A d oL'in()fmri the 

Illustrated London News 
inrrd 19th Century 

some of the finest cities, seldom found 

anywhere in the old world. In Sri Lanka. it 
is interesting to note that a number of 
"hese cities such as Anuradhapura. 

- .. Polonnaruva. Kandv and Gampola came 

Image of the Seated Buddha. Gal Vihar-. Polonnaruwa. 
Up in th1e basin of the Mahaweli Ganqa or 
its present development area. 
Anuradhapura which (qrewon the banks 

of MaldVatu Ova remained the capital ot Sri 
Lanka for over ten centuries, a record 

hardly suirpassed by any other ancient 
city. 

The most conspicuous feature of these 

cities is that they all had a strong hydraulic 
base. Anuradhrpura was served by three 

city tanks namely. Abhayavewa. 
Tissawewa and Nuwarawewa. What 
remains from this qreat city today clearly 
indicates a hiqhh/ advanced form of 
human civilization which may even 
provide many lessons for modern 
metropolises. The Iiihly advanced 
sewaqe disposal system is just one 
specific example. Polonnaruva served by 
the qreat tank of Parakrama Samudra fed 
by the Arnban Ganqa also had similarly 

Sunset at Anuradhapura advanced city characteristics. 

Apart from the sopfhisticated architectural 

features, another conspicuous 

characteristic of these cities was their 
spiritual base. The existence of a large 
number of Buddhist monuments in the 
form of caqobas, and monasteries reflect 
this vividly. The discovery of larqe 
complexes of Padinagara or meditation 
halls in these cities indicates a social and 
spiritual dimension that could be hardly 
observed in nodern cities. It was evidently 

an urban society tht clot its priorities 
correct and attained a hiqfh degree of 
mental peace and happiness and social 

contentment. 

Similarly. cities that grew on the banks of 

the Mahaweli i,- 'he hill country derived 
much of their prosperity from the river. 
Their security to a large extent depended 

on it. and a host of rites and rituals related 
to the river, have developed over the. 
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cCnturies. The last Sinhala capital city of 
Kandv ellitormised the elhos ol city life in 
Si I anlka 

Settlement
 
Schemes
 
State aided settlement began to change
 
the traditional iattern of rural settlement
 
in1 r11/n e. partiicula rly since the
 
I(ols. Hv 1953 the,-e were some 30
 
S),int ett l nwtrits wh Ii rangjed frorn
 

millor scheme with less than 50 settler
tatilies :o gtianls like inuet ik,and Gal 
Oya. with lwOuind tefn lhosti,and families.
 
1Ie hilhest density of settlenent was in
 
tle Norlh Centfal Province
 

he 5:ileconlimic environment in lhe hase for rural conquest - a settlerhonic
 
settlermtent sche lii es was sijgnificantly 
dit from that of the purana villageft. rent 
ettlenierrts. Clnlike in the villages, settlers 

in thie settlenrents relpresenited a Mixture It should be mentioned that village 
of people tron different parts of the expansion schemes affected more parts 
COuntrV. Who had varied backgrounds of the dry zone than settlement schemes. 
and who often belonged to different caste By 1953 some 309.000 acres of land had 
groups. 1his was in marked con trast with been alienated by the State to villagers. 
the social cohesion of the original villages. 1ihis led to a disintegration of the village 
The resultant heterogeneity led to settlement and the spread of homesteads 
tensions impeding the evolution of a to roadsides and places accessible by 
stable social organization. vehicular transport. The villagers who 

were used to living in clustered houses 
Hot much attention has beien paid to the thus becarne accustomed to live in larger 
physical planning of settlements and blocks of land. often located on highlands
service centres. The most common type away from the tank bunds. These 
of human settlements was a 'ribbon type' expanded village settlements often took 
developmrnet along the roads and the form of 'new villages' emerging along 
irri(lation canals. Many short-colnings in the main roads. The only difference was 
the settlement schelies, such as poor the link that existed between the 
social a renilies. inefficient water expanded village and the old village where 
i1a nage nlent, lack of coMVniLulity it did not completely disappear. 
participation in development and 

iandg',ment contributed to bringing a The introduction of Maliaweli 
low reputation to most settlement settlements, in mari areas over
.,cienlies. Mari\, settlements thus shadowed all these existing settlements, 
gradually becanie dens of discon- :he purana villages, expanded villages.
,nttment, vice, and poveny, and fell far new villages and settlement schemes, 
h:iort of th loudable exlpectations of their biInging anew dimension to the planning 

creators. of human settlements. 
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Symbol of rural solace - village temple at Matale 
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Monks and 
peasants of the 
Mahaweli 

From time inmerorial, quietly flowed was located on the most vantage point: 
lush 

green valleys of Kotmale and Dumbara, or in the highest plateau overlooking the 
and the svlvin plains of the Eastern village. Within its boundaries were the 
Province but also the ,imlple )astoral life 

the Mdhawefi, enrichilg not only tile either in the centre, amidst paddy fields, 

usual adjuncts: the vehera, hemispherical
of the Sinhalese. Among the many mound enshrin!ng the relics, vih~re, 
generations of peasants who drew shrine that houses the Buddha images.
sustenance from the Great River were b~dhi, the original tree which provided
those who retreated from thellRajarata. the shade to the Buddha when he attained 
King s Conr/, alter the fall of the great Enlightennent. lv~se, living guariters of 
hydraulic civilization, the resident monks, gant~ra kuluna, bell

tower, and the bana maduva, sermon hall. 
With the taming of thu Mahaweli. which Just as the bana maduva had four doors 
will usher ina new era in the history of Sit each facing one of the four directions. 
Lanka - the Mahaweii Era- some of the symbolically si.,]nifying that it was open 
people of the Kotmale arid Dumbara for monks and men of ali quarters, the 
valleys will be resettled inthe Rajarata temple was the centre where people of all 
where they will, it is hoped. in the words of walks of life met for purposes both 
the Minister of Mahaweli Development, spiritual and mundane.
"respond to the ancient c:vilization which 
flourished in the Rajarata and reawaken to 
their cultural ethos." This translocation In the first place, the temple was the 
which will dramatize a saga of human sacred land where the Sinhalese 
sacrifice and challenge implies, among performed pin, acts of merit, which were
other thins, the rediscovery and the re meant to ensure a better life in' this world 

creation of the rich cultural traditions that and the next. At the temple, they offered 
the people cherished for generations in flowers, meditating on the impermanence 
their oriqinal pastoral setting by the of life. Everything changesthey would 
Mahaweli. contemplate, as does the beautiful 

flowers that wither in no time. Here they 
Two of the most salient features that gave lighted oil-lamps meditating on the 
traditional Sinhala cGlture its uniique philosophical value of the Buddha's 
identity were its a('rarian texture and teachings, which would dispel ignorance 
Buddhist perspelive In the ancient as dees the light that dispels the darkness 
hydraulic civilizaion of the Rajarata, these around. They sat in the shade of the 
traditions centred around the tank and spreading bodhi tree, reciting Pall stanzas, 
the dagoba. and in the ,,alleys of the individually and in chorus, filling the air 
Mahaweli around the temple. Pansala, with sound and rhythm and their hearts 
and the threshing floor. Kamata. While with piety and serene joy. They offered 
the threshing floor nurtured the customs dane, alms, to the monks and showed by 
and rituals of their aglraiian life. the example. rather than by precept, that they 
temples moulded the system of values could lessen their attachment to worldly 
that undellie their entire cultural milieu, possessions, in their effort to end 
Tradtional Sinhala culture was. in suffering in the world. 
essence, a syntfiesis of a harmonious
 
interaction between the monk and the At lhe temple. the monks delivered bana,
 
peasant. sermons, on how to lead a richer life for
 

the good of the many. They chanted pirith 
benedictory verses in Pall, to protect the 

In the traditional Sinhala villages of the faithful from danger and evil, and confer 
Kotrnale and Dumbara Valleys thie temple blessings on their general well-being. The 
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visit to the temple was not complete 
without the visit to the avase where the 
monks would t SOconal,' JiSCusS ulatttrs 
0l sirital i th''st 'Aith the ,vottes tHW 
mon)lks m,.tlw,thLIs,.Olt' itJLIhll(11idh's of 4 

th(' , sn l'
 

SrIt. %..I(It f ', with floiets: Learning the message of impermanenceJh' ttnl~p.l( rll).11 

tranlsrtlitthe t vilhIWo silitill 1l ]n1ill(- tu.s 


0 ! e)ofh I TIl. In I t I o ) Q,1 I ,t I lO 

itit I I t tt I I] ,II IT 1 If( In tsIIr1 S is 
,.4i-las. lt. ,il4stthv~thslt tit,ll( 

,

(t 111 llus )ti 'll ll ~tit ,, ]j( .i Of,1lt 

IhW 111h' t io 1 t to . tOW1, (' I ,1 

1 )IIhtlFt It d' O it-. illt'[ (I 1 lkt l t It.M tI o 

suai ll-t ile lift o, I 1rI 5 i IIan-I_ _ ',ir. .I 


so olI hI ti flt Ilella t. he ,ist;-) Vflit, k. _ v( fi , 'd rhlit,'dri,'t monk.,tor the"' 

of tht, chIld, flit, i1n,)rl<.s iec(ite' : , : :,. nuld 

1pl.cit tlittl th Angulimata Sattta toet .'1. " 

Ih: o-fiti,ti.n () efi st thild ilto ie 

la 
ritulO 

allt 
i hile l01:' 

kii Iil 
tf. rildin, aWs tAa 

a 
.Av 

t 

A,

ont,Full Moon Dai 7mplc worship - a sustenance of traditn 

a1!phllh et thot l it'( trlimIe',o-hn1offth e tem ple " 
\v,s."k rom, if,, p a n sa l h od iya , te m p hle- Of.. . . 

'11phhis. 
llhih, 

Tlide to 
a'mrju~ istsniati smtint, 
t d flit.fst h tnkl,.tst ie was 

rald matlid( mmit tolon moritys wi1 
Book o e m h thI O - ' '"s. ih list, ames f 


(Iils. tor t-dh,t hc no0S ill(, & Is I fstetall tht irrpoilant fle(s oflthe coint ,'. 
M"4agulfLaktna, [Hotfk o)f ,ALs'ii.Jous 
S ymblo ls . v (-)is ts Owe ' u spi (io Lus .;,J 
rn,jrk , (,,i flt, !',iddhd's h)4: Budda
 
Gaijaya, I hliqhl'),jskriticd po tm in '
 

thoo"klo' tomlponst'd irl'I s;in(11t,ser"ll(cnc-f, ,-
dts(h"riflq,!th('liff t tw-, (A ill' ddh-I."'' N i; 

tl,_i(Jiti(,ilil airt ilnd b oh'f!t- villi(,e 
 .7
 

Thet p,' lorlnmm{ (-)Of,ome wlifliotis cituals 'P 
I'eqUifed flit, serv,,Jies of tilditlofl, -__ ""'
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Entrance to the sanctum of the Dalada Maligauta 
- Temple of the Tooth Relic 

nijus:cians and dancers. Temple music. 
hevisi, for example, had to be played daily 
at teva services in the larger temples 
known as Raja Maha Vihara, built and 
patonized nv the Kandyan kings. On 
poya days. determined by the movement 7. 
of the mo)n. Poya lievisl was l)eroi med. 
I l' pancha turya nada, the music that 
emaitd h<.,n the traditional musical 14
instrur oenrtl pkliv\ed in chOums, was 

consilert-d by the faithful an otfering to 
the [3udCha. sabda puja soUnd-ofteingIs. 
In aiddition. temple nltSIC was all. 
iiiFotta rnedium of traditional 
('Wvrm uinicatior initilevilaile. """" 
 -


,In (I trlitic tnl iIili(a who ex('elled in 
the Ctl r\'an were alsoot dancing 
lo-oked ater bv tn temple, in return for 
Sh. were nee'ded in timesir serv ices. \wlih 

ol fest ivals and ceremrlonies. 

S'inhule.se pe.asants shocwed great respect 

toFilthe temple a~nd thet mionks. Being a 
,acrd arfea, theyt condtliced themselves 

in 0 disciplIned mariner at the temple. 
before they were taken to the granary was 
baeta. The ordinary winnow, kulla, was 

If the theni , was tIe sam red a d trom a . ,";"referred to as yatu ra , literally, key. 
ptirely Buddhist point of view, the- Numeral words such as eka, one and 

iirushing floor, was cacred from a folk- narnaya, nine. were replaced by labayi. 
religions perspectiv,. It was sacred plenitude. and ata honday, eight is good, 
Pecam seit he long~dthe deviyo gods. 
ilyar erito qo.t 

to ti~e13i mddlhland respectively. For, odd numbers were 
considered potent with danger arid thus 
harmful to the sanctity of the place. 

.rnata, sidly during te atthesting The cultural traditions of the Sinhala 
mro. sflyLrt belter productivityn village in The Kotmale and Dumbara 

Valleys. as in other parts of the country. 

The Ivas nt 
11w teasit 

ipproaclhed the Kamata 
respectm('rathe t lat 

. -, - , - were thus the otcom e 
syn thesis between the 

of a ham allious 
temple and the 

h the sam respect and eard that hethreshing floor. th- two sacred landmarks 
t',,l[ella the foh.dplenfoctl ahid 

the ste. t hPwords 
i ,, I-.e.S p il \C, (iinl: io h , t( ed . 

of the village. wthere nionks aind peasants 
interacted to evolve 3 sstern of ideals,valu es nl attitudes tha t w ere to 

Cows and buffaloes were used for characterize the Smnlihala ethos. 
threshing the pctddy and were referred to 
as ambaruvo rather than as harak, a word 
Used for thtm in thr p,1rfane activities. 

Shehi dlng, gonla, (ain- to IA' called Buddha Pcia" 
gam pas. Food brouilt to the site was - oflutiPu..i of milk rice 
known as muttettuva. Paddv seeds fo atndwCL'hanlcst 
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Laying bare the roots
 

The monk and the.peasant, interactinql o., 

eadl~~~ j Itetrultinto being a .gmu o 
cLIstoITs and habits, rites and rituals, that 
characterize the traditional Sinhala villag]e 
it, ":,,-valleys of the Mahaweli. Underlying 
this cul1tUral Milieu is a system Of Values 
and attitudes that derived its spiit and 
essence from the iphilosop-hy of the 
Buddha. It is this svstcnl Of Values that 
n- oUld--, thC p~easant's Outlook onl life. 
Despite tile chanties in their specific 

iCns. these Values and altfiudes:1) i cf(Sta
en) int'., in tssenice kLHChllnje,... 11t, ft' 

creation of this traditional culture in tlhe 
netl, -- lt fle R ijarata involve. 

thUS. the wediscov(eiV and evival of the 
,\,tPel1ot ,a1LICSthat mayble identified as 
charactrizin~q the Sinhala e.thos. 

Q, 1 ~ 	 HI-111all ideal,; form the hasis, on which 
vahkle-s are formu11.lated not only it) 
Buddhist philosophy but in other i'reat 
relii s s ,ell. Anion( tle best hut 

ideals thatl halve been cherished and 
nUrlt ed b he Sinhaleseb is their love foi 
hmanity. In the raditional Sinhala 
villa I was considered crucial andmsan 
V-s placed above everythirq else-riches 
and worldly possessions. Humar sabour 
,.,fas thUS one of the realest resources Of 
mankind and how this Was Utilized in the 
Sinhala village exemplifies the value 
attached to this ideal. Moiev.whichofls 
an importan ro Ie in contemporary 
society, Waref lelated it) nl frior 
losition. A, Knox 	Il t it 'h es '.hm ne 

lic'it, I',7111c'(l. Fnl 1I1<I/C , IIIClt m17W 

In ithe bySinl th t were 
five diit nt in hU ianlar 

e aees. at least 
es tahiil 

was lscd an xcee ratfiil--ielst.there,,,as 
theststoe.of att amgreats resouetof 
laoul, in which on" tiol was plidinth 
labour itsel . For examplesfaraelouea 
work in anothers fieM .,ith the hope hat 
tse other would in return, ork inhis field. 
In thaCirfl roofs Of whe stsemvlaehses,
labo itsef o xape arirwik 
t of aws folloexcwatain 

Nla'ourin hic ones lbour wasI pat by 

http:theststoe.of
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\!l~.fC h i: ~ , ,,t.. I'ir.I-•I ;~,~./ ,o.ni n/hs.:,O,/-.oq hotk. , 


!o,., vI. U1,.,,t.~ n) ittettu lhe fruiilh sterhn v.as lhit of pe~u in traditionald villagqc, not only agriculturaf
,,',liSP Ofh ,f. I( , ii t ,..,, t vhich aheirOner vi's offercfiii lieu of srviu , activities hut many other activities that 

'it, I;,, ittwv,,, IX,,,s r Ctff( of h, A tarner ~oiildl worf\ .in lh, fiekll reguirect human I-ihour were organised
2titiT 011.r< ii.hltfO\V!itit),,irhfteu hlnfoninq re,the villirile' stirl in rehrirnfo-r on the hasis of pin. Roads were cut.

P) [ 


,,.~tl~[,..,It't, nrj o(r ,e thiee w'l.ires>si-,lih w,'tdl ItindJr Inl hridqles
uttettt. tfho he 
< were htjfit. wells were dtug.Af'..1v.,I !I I>: S0',. I iii]( the loculs and iipl feents ambalarn. w,.ay-sidet rests, were erected. 

net fd ltt t Ia irner. 5u(11 a:sthe12t pae ntali water pot s for thet heneftit of theiiI Il 1'ti ' ,t,.I <!.rn1 (I bulatt p~loLiglh. sickfe. and riarrimoties it\. \vear , ttaveler wereu fifa:edJ heside the 
J *.,t, ci '.[; *I". ,it., ii Id.,irl'. i,. 
 ambalarn, wvith only a simpfe ohiective in 

i}\.,r,5! hiat,Ii '. rl f i, ir¢il,i h'rd, m'indJ that of acquiring pin. In td the 
, . !5} -ii. h.J I l(ii~O ther2'. )r;i llll ftinraltl. ta (ieh iso l d use-,tt tieir lamou r o r ro adc thla i was c ut hy c om nm nra l la hou r 
fi~r,.,t'
.,iiIl',,,iiii pin, iiri. IhoAtwtiiuiftei,is~ fields, hekon!:irot to the was calledl pin pfira. reit roa d, and the

htcffl t, t.t.i I , iratuct2ki l,of iiit e 'mple, were w.rked on this hasis. As a water pot for ho traveller, pin paen tfIliya
[l,' ii rwli 'lr,.lUii,![, iiitr\ r ard wvs notb resuJl these, Vitds ear to he,kn;lOwn' as merit-%water-ipot. 

['(
lif" tU ootii ln [i'f ir te n ri'turri pin kumbura, pin Vanartiya. or pin arava. 
h,th in 215la 
 merit field. It is rot eworth1w that in the l_-ven th~e vi faqe professilona fs such as the 

http:n/hs.:,O,/-.oq
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Readint i hoiocop, 

-- the astiothcgicl life c-'jrtl 
tLiirtn on "'old'laf. 

(Owcmti,.s with betel: A visit to the illaqe phglsr ian 

t4k 

I.7
 

veda mahattaya, native physician, the 
gurunnanse, teacher, the nakati, 
astrolo(er gave their services more forhumanc reasots than for rvone . e 

veda mahattaya was given only a handlul 

of 1el)Lhut this, money w s not ( alled kuli 
or gastu, tees or Chligs. but only 

panduru, otr-iingIs. Pandum, it ty 
noted hr.,,, was also tIhe hy,,term .liclh 

rioneta) i)[1 tt il0f5 to(t rt-'.v,diaotu , 
liteacher wois paid sitne guru pandur 
initluln r his er ies, but on matyair 
occaSiOll, it was srihstiteted INh offteri i ll 

kind. cfh as rice anrd ,v'etetahles Strongl 
wivs lhe belief among thelse niofessionals 

PI'anidii- fi,'cr a h'ee. that ifmoney was taken for their services. 
coins air toens of rc,,',cct. the effectikenes of th,.i;j)eifOrranCe 

would indeed lessen. 

Money vas thus one of the least concernsin t-aditional villages. In their system of 
valies. service look tedlceor
 

i d took o
servi pen 
irsrey rid itilermiteial possessions.
 

-
of ,ot(.)Lit tn' il I lo or hnlroitv 

C'taint, his dtt'' ,oi.lcrn fo thrers - both 
h r togs rd animals. In thISirihala 

villkit. were\1 rIiR 1,(jl1(Llttiral activities 
origriized nainly on the availability anrd 
distrilUtion oI Water. its proper and 
efficie nt utilization depended on all 
flarniciracting as a single team. 

This concern for fellow human heings 
m-anifested itselfin other areas of village 
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activity. hen a villager was sick in bed, 
almost the entire village was at his service. 

rhe v'illcnl conciern for others, 
hoWUever. id ot st op with h u man beiIns 
for the Sinh ld p.Isarit believed that 
h l li i)1 lcf, iri, Iot ilO lV,Sp( cin s of 
hejieqs that irl edittdthi, ea )ht,Ith. arereyj ads' of otht.r kiiini;. siiai at 1( big. 

f-l5,ir;cIV 0 u tJ(SS 1 ~ itti' o 

thuiitili~uirsart iriltl)I t lrtv,
Io t lii o V if I a N tl 1 1t ,iIti t ta 

binli ricerl oif, Ioh rt .; hlv tlilai 

ind t[o thi , l aC titue tdiwars he-ri for i ,, 

tot livonhamn cIe.isol(
 
t)ecrtc i(ed tilt- inion wos 

coiit ra d i -tor yvto th( S in hiaila -,,/s t i of 
valuies. Fiuiianl 1)(ilq, 'Ind ,Jni',lls,hoth' 
hceinci childrenx Nf M'other F!ilh, ha~ve thils 

to live in ha111rl-tv ond co-(Xistontt 

The Sinhala vi ar' ttilude tow<.mrs the 
gavayo. a category of bovine animals that 
include cows. hulls and huftaicmes, is an 
excellent examrple of his concern for 
animals. His end,.mirnent for the cow 

ornies riot ,(! nmuIch from a religious 
ccnviction. stih cas that of the 'sacred 
cow' in Hindtuisn, bit from his gratitude 
to an aniral who has shared his sorrows 
dect joys in a lifelonci journey through 
Samnsara. lrt, posse,;sion of these 
animals were considered a wealth, gava 
sampat. 

fhe peasant regarded his co,.,, for 
instance, as if she Were an intiniate 
member of his family. 

In fact, all agriculIturaI .,ork involving the 
tilling of grouird was suspended on tile 
full-rioon day because it would have 
involved the killing of many small worrins 
and insects in the field. even though 
uinintentionally. on a day of such religious 
significance, 

In some traditional villages in the 
Dumbara valley, buffaloes and other draft 

Love and respect for the hull 
is part of ti ruMral tradition 

, L,

1 1. " . 

animals were given a rest every other day, 
and this was called, in folk idiom, 
hactapum arinava, allowed to rest. Even 
on working days, the animal is allowed to 
wander about, during the meal-times of 
the peasants. In still other villages, a 
s:parate small paddy field was cultivated 
solely for the benefit of the cattle, where 
they were allowed to help themselves, 
Such alms for cattle were called go dane. 
Cattle who were used for threshing the 
paddy in the Kamata invariably fed on a 
certain amount of the corn while engaged 
in this task. The tarrner never pievented 
his cattle from feeding off his corn. For fie 
knew that 'Role haraka kale kanava'the 
buffalo on the com eats the cQrn. On the 
otiher hand, it was believed th-it if tIre 
buffalo on the corn eats the corn, it would 
increase tire vield, 

Birds, who rre found in plenty inntropical 

valleys and jungles, have evoked similar 
concern in the hearts of the peasants. 
Though some of the birds were pests that 
caused damage tothecrops itwas nottthe 
intention of the farmer to kill these birds. 

He was satisfied if lie could just prevent 
them from attacking his crops. With this 
objective in view, he set up, in tile middle 
of his fields, a kind c r wooden gong that 
could be made to issue a loud sound to 
scare away the birds. Kem or magical 
devices, were among other means of 
keeping birds arid even insects away from 
the crops. Iln some villages long strips of 
land called kurulu paluva located at either 
end to the paddy!ands were for the sole 
benefit of the birds. 

One's concern for his fellow-beings and 
one's desire for sharing pre-supposes a 
society in which the community is held 
above the individual. The traditional 
Sinhala village was one in which this 
community feeling was strong. Both 
monks and peasants were able to 
Sacrifice their individual interests for the 
good of the community. 

The order of monks , sangha, was 
structurally organized as a communY, 
from the earliest times. The very word 
sangha denotes community and 



was considered singhika, coHmMUnal. i.e."" ' everything that belonged to the sangha 

belongjinq not to asingqle individual but to 

. ' -h?o C'OVinTmunitv as a whole. 

W 	 I ''I-7 t Of ill( (li 1011 ivt ie Villal qewere thusl

intciidhd not onlyv to <ooiie piety and 

serle e joV ill the h a11 Oi th IaithfUl, but 

Chi to brin q to( Iat(,i- 1II101 Cauilsehalso in (OFII 
m '11VMlowship the dive S seqme1arts of 

tliW vill~(!C (Community. 

eious activities reinforced the value of 

lit COMMUnity feeling. Althoulqh tile 
attinment of nirvana, the ultimate bliss in 

4 
I-BLddhisin, remains ain individual 

Sachievement. the acquisition of merit was 
orqianised oir the videst possible basis so 
h a4 all meibers of tile villale 

I ~ community were made t(; feel eCial 
4 ' partners in spiritual proglress. 

Performance of ceilain religious rituals 

Ile 	 fknown as pinkam also brought the entire 

11f~ village community together. For everyone 
- men and women, yoanf and old 

4 .7; ~(had a role to play in the pinkam. For 
instrance. pirith pinkamchanting of pin'h 

ffill depended on the active participation ' 
1 01 tlhe entire villafte co ilmtnitv for :,s 

successful accompishment: iionks to 
i- .chant pirith all night, artists and craftsmen 

Yelloi' aoband pre>rl r'alerj - A Buddhist ronk-walks across apaddy 	 to erect and decorate the specia pavillion 
pirith Mandapa. where monks assembled 
for this purpose drummers to offer sabda 
prji, sound-offerings from time to time, at 
the mandapa, children to cary flags in the 
procession that takes the monks from the 
temple to the mandapa, women to 
prepare food for tire sanghika dtne that 
follows, men to decorate the roadway and 
to attend to all other activities. Villaqers 
themselves contribute their share to the 
dane by brinlinq some itern of cooked 
food tro-n their homes. 

At the conclusion of the pinkam 
accoutrements known as pirilara were 
offered to the inonks. Villaqaers 
participated in tlis olferri rrilitwo ways: bI 
offering money towards tie purchase of 
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Wf'i/'shincl i atefs of thc Kahaliel 'a 
the Pirikara, and by tominqit t phvicaly. 
ata qahanava, before it was actuall, 

pi l mI ,,(!Ow)ou uit,, l t I . irf1, tll 

.. mfld tiltinn11l.v hl+-!10 ,100[li tol , ithiirl .....I,:., +. , W. M!, 
Nirvana. khi I rmark, Ii, ( lndof tii i .. , 

l :I, l lhil11 ill sauisalara. [
• df Q1 ft'd hald Iot, , 'll 

te reii
1),il I Oll ,l .it 

, :..; 7.. 

I\,I,[I ll '('I~ y tol t f h ,II l(,l Ilu"i ti t'lit, 

pin miumiodan kiiranava to ltlt.[ likimll-,ifi , k ''sHtlitu litin(;" a1ncdthe 

lhil iin mailk1 is on, . irr.speetit, of 
t.rtlml 
1t(1h5 

lihysicall (It] -ocial dlistinctions 
5,I5. (11(01l caist.. (reed and o 

im.iiothwi valt that vas fosteled b\ 
1tIN'Jdl ml )t,[(ille. k [()1 inll nc(', waO; 

ii ll i 1 O~t,:ii! ! 
,< <uihli. nd Owe 

tol il 
hh<k 

the 
villalo(e 

siOuiil 
but it', 

IcIrIi i Ii \t lot vlr* v'IthiraLiIIon 
(,1 ll rclrji i . , lricultriL . 111d su ic Il 
+ ilexl, ill ln f 'l it t i tlal\(the villa er s 
, fti,,that. iffci :l ekt ry rnan is t'(UailI 

Itl ,li1 1 111mu ,11,It tiv itie,'- ill '.ill( 1hlll(,ti of 
(ijhht I, t hllicip'Ith, I ui i, thalt 
(it kaivi. litd (ili:ii tias ioad, ill 
ItI, jir t, th i tlil i amwl tlrnhlts. 
Ilic nll sill k t0t.Iir either alnIj li,, 
niyara, ri(it, thit seliniate, 1Wnef iiidholl 

ncoth i. ) in IhO paela, lst hit. 

lli 1t irid 'Lipasaka am nle' for all adult 
woiiell. a term which elllasies thet 
spiritual trails of lie individual rather tlhan 
his social status, 

Deeplv tooted in the hearws of the Sinhala 

a mark of thanls.qivinq to the Buddha. 
'11.Th1e ahnis r these rituals were prepared 
with akkiyal, the first measures of the new 
rice set apart for this purpose at the 
threshinfg floor. 

IliW tuttettu. trials, tI t WaS hIl(I11 it, 
Ie kumbura, paddy fiek. or tht. Kamata 

threshinfl Iloor w-ere also staied by all 
men and women, irrespective of caste 
barriers,. o 0It' Woa,searved on ldates but 
only oil baririt'livSh .),tad en atulpat, 
smill lav, cf pllitetd grass 

A'tiks. ii+ ,, llr ri dis( lililiation titheeli 
house>,s of higlh nd Jn ( , tte illigi. 
%ihili ilht. oniflimil I(7 ho1(Iu (M 
pindaplata, am-iirofs In IW prLtnII( t 
of til monks. ill liTe) Wel(' 'gial.dllni a 
c or iii inlforeM o fif rJisSSd.-; a St*d by, th 
ronks. iking the word 'upasaka' as its 
hase: 'upasaka mahattayo' for all adult 

p1'iaits, who 'crc, ompelled to deperid 
onCo ntoiilr'M 1 lt' '4ic'ess of their clops,. 
111s the hlilii that Nature would never hi 
vindictive tor those, who appreciate hiI 
holinti , in eXl)li(it niodes of ritualistic 
behlivioitr. Thus iIl the Sinlhala village 
wer' niy rituals associoted with thfnlkk 
giving expressing the sIIse of (ratitlud, 
lliil etiasaits flli tl r s Naltne. 

fiom the peasants' point of vietw. the fiist 
to be thanked for ai bountiful ha-vest is the 
fuddha. thie Supreme Being who has the 
power to shower blessinls on the world. 
The alut sal mangalle, Festival of ftew 
Rice, and the aggassa dane, Alms from 
New Rice. are held ir the village temple as 

All the villaleis parlicipated in this alms
ivini. 

The villacqer+: sense of'giatitude extended 
bevnri animate beings. If1a tree provided 
silife ancl shelter for the t:aveller. it was 
imprope forhim break even a branch 
of the tree. -Te folk poet who said in 
relation to Kala Vaeva, the great tank in 
the Ralarati (Iota pura paen aragana bi 
palla, (Drink as much as vou like, taking 
water into your handcups) Kala vauvata 
pin dila palayalla (offer merit, to the Kala 
Vaeva. before vou leave) has expressed 
tlit, value of gqlralitucde ill an idiorn familiar 
to it' hreasarlts. 

tLI 
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The New Year greetings: Betel leaVes and tobacoo 
Closelv linked with lhe villager's sense of
 
.qratitude is his belief, puijaca
 
pujaniyanam, iesptct those who de e
 

to he iwSptett'd. a valu thit was
 
nl('t:'5, RS,f tor stt lisint ! (teodwill and
 
tilt'i[('[) (011t 1 2LItrl . l it2 

, n n un t 1110i1, Ir 


fitlp~t'4lt'-i riSt5[ h ,! !' iti,.artk,,trtst'
 
tt'mterv,l:,t , s 

ihoth o 0, 1 to hs ett(iit,, .ni<is a 'hi l-ol 
_nrd hi- pl-,itlwl ,Ihol\ , nlo(jws-,s k 

\k WI tit 1 (11k ott/'rs , ilk (it'-t lht-, 

ft ritiallistk pitrpo ,-. his tt'tt ot' 
I ,sII. vNA,,Iht'(o iid . I 2 th t itIi I 

11hs('h ,o llt 222.'t1hmonk seatiSottt, t't a 

tt'ti o-, t I 12 loth.
 
I]h hI l, Ili,
 
ol v oltt ( ( li hit'I 

in,w > lli him h% p~l,llrol 

lt(tl'hd11n11 ,o ti2 n lnl, tt't, t.e 

i.Ilitii would ikltohold th padikkarn. 

l(, I 

which he r11 (to ll(,r
 
S ti Il til.t It hi il)2Ilk,Inll'10 

,.,otjlI t for I)nfl 

Ifi'llli22. ( st)) it/i, IteR is ,rtIitition (o[the New' Year 

iwtq1111oai thom. ,,lnlo v~oho,(~ 


h ho'('rlhi l h 11wl .1.I
i Ow 1,11ilv. )Illd viill(q 

Inlhti lt~ h hirniilit- inliu,.la i'the' 

111b'Ih (t.2 .222 lt! 11(t 2(LK')I I ()1s1t'IS. 

1
 

, hhil l2) th1L(itti2 l2 11 0 (- 1 t122 21(' '4 

122ttwido h122k qu't'iiil aftt'rkt'.t2W2I itt2 l 

of( ,X'pNt'lit2)(it. 

\\'OVVl'lt in) )2 ,2i 'iihlt tt (,it'thi 2iii h2l2
 

ihi(Ihl L h, 'M ,h h.I triVolous,.
M >w, 

rWfilalnt'cd t0)t1 l2 t>122j2Ot(' %('()ds in1)lt 

the (sc rt( ti i B 2t' 2(1k tpre, tlot Ow' 
i l e inl 
INreStC110 o, thi" ,1o ] I'i ,lnqt'l( 

woUld Sd%2.' ikk72ii hik (52(1thte 
7t YOUl."C:hoiC( A "Int<q 

,
M,'other, i lt I!)l I 'no*of kolll,l t d 


illthe ft2lilk'. Slit, r2', 2it ('$I 21 (')itflw 

two i3LdtliaS dt ho212. gedera bUdun, the 
other htuinf!hta tl 

somethinj that (aTlnnothe for(liven. being lie retained the same respect. 

During the Sirlhsh,wNS 2Il t,11n1ilk Whenever teacher enters the,,k(' the 

Illmetiibers will visit tuuit,s witii ilh tea( hir gurunnans, was llso) classroom, the pulils rist tog(ether, 
especially t'iothin !. rilv villolf(,i teated witlhl 2'( wishing in 'ayubovan'tt, (1r1'.tt 2'ct. Ittll(' d2vs of him chorus a 
elders a handtul of re(t hPSt s Owt It ise WitS lt' Scilo I. greeting which literallNt-1 iind old. whe n hi lmetll, may0V votl 
forgiveness for anv tiiisdteTia illtill the guru gedara, itupiis hid to help ix'rorta live long'. At te beginnini ' tof evrv term 

old year. It is riot tlt' to refuse tils everyday activities at h1OlSe. a hatIdful of betel bv 
I


'LtSt~lTi0 certain his the teacher is Oflei e'd 

handful of betel, even if the offence were Later, whon schools. iskola, cati(, into evel, pur)il. Even alttorll rioilks, le 

http:aftt'rkt'.t2
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re s pect Ifor the t eachIevr guru 
hamuduruvo, was maintained. I ike 
laymen, th( iioniks too showed theii 
resitpet oir t;w guruii hanlLuduIruvo h'.'hlipk t hill), c ' 11 hi,wo r', p i p l f til ( l fee t. 

i l ,l,, ,i s !tic. v f l hat, liric 

,d,{ ( j r'lil o ld i lo lol i~l A ( t( kl o p' (d v 
I,' hlotlillt 1flltiw 11m' lldc onlv it'l". 

vaendala. \iot, sui irtittlli(l thlitwill 

(J '( () ,(l tll( to o),vl t- i u l', i[ftc ~i - i ut,IWilllltl , t( 11]"p ay '<+,i
lof 

tr'tt-(Iw ith wsip(1 . 1ft 'nagwtla. photlirh
 
(Jae ki'eta, s kIt, udaetla. inauiotv. art
 

I r )(tt sii lt. trliitic-)[osiinple.inw its 
0I)tit, of aWho'll l.st-, illphe rts 
ho,(',:irllinrqof : lw W ',o-,on. thev ,Ilr' 

~iflpjvd t'tt thev 

dhi-x'ltwn ut asauts( v
 
w'.'' with Ow(thomiuflh 

OfO 'jv! tiilt
wOkJ h(c'lthP( fi<HillI ,d(10od
I(0ill,) 


the viyagaha. the voke of fthplouif.h, htrit
 
is o.onsidered n1insIlt t0 (to SO. eore 

the first hiridftll Of pa(fy Coln is CUt. the
 
sicklt is worshipj-ed. and thI is known in
 
tolk spIsutf- as namo vittiyen kaepum 


allanava commetn-i( iaoping withthouhts hpoetrv
o thnsdrsise Bupddh. is aisoea It 

cnsideredl a disrespect to place the 

m onitnotv in the sun. All these 

implements willhe washed hefore thev 

ire tak~en back to Ihf,hotise aftel the dav's:
 

TItoe Siuhitla villager's awarenss(of 
aesthetic delight in his work and 

ervironlmen t is almost urlparalelled. 


Aesthetic enjovmenItwas part and par(el 
of his everdav living. Poetry,, nlusiC. darnce. 
dramia. painting. sculpture, and allother 
alistic expressions lused harmoniously 
with his religJious and aglicultural 
activities., 

.
 

W 

"0'
 

""' 


. • +" "
 

Sokari - tituali.slicfolk drama 

A characteristic that pervades Sinhala folk 

i itsigrarian teXtnre. Folk poetry issed AMOSI in every activity of the 

qiilL11cve:numkin 
ag riuItural cycle: nelu m kavi. in 
transplantinfl, goyam kavi. in reapinq. 

kamat kavi inthreshing and pael kavi, in
keeping watch. Chena landswheregrains 
such as kurakkan, millet, was 
grown 


produced itsown variety of folk pcetiv

ktirakkan kavi. Even tilelonelv caler who 
wends his way at niglht sinIs karatta kavi.
 
carte's songis. Inleaping paddy, poetry 


was accompanied bv the, nusic or the 
udaeliki, douhle hIanddrum. 

In these folk poems werm embedded the 
sin ple hopes and aspirations of the 
peasant. 

.
 

' ' !'
 

W 

dumbara kete vaeta baendala raekurn 

baelum 
Mavili Gange diya baendala ketata 

glm
gilum
 
Bolanda Iiyan kara osava balana 
baclum 
Turnpat ratavay dumbara kete 
nelum*
 

The paddy-field inDumbara.well fenced
 

and protected, is well fed by the waters of 
the Mahaweli Ganga, young village belles, 
with coquettish looks, are transplanting.
 
in the manner of tumpat rata. in the 
paddy-field in Dumbara. 
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The folk play known as Sokari 
origins in the threshing floor. 

had its 

-. , 
4 a 

* 

Peasants who met at the threshing floor, 
used their leisure to sing, dance and act 
the story cf Sokari a popular folk drama. 
Sokari is a young woman who came from 
India with a par-ty of men onl pilgrimage to 
this Island. Tle narrative was presented in 
such a way as to create laughter and 
pleaSure. In some villages the play was 

.1 A 

;jj2.:1, 

staged consecutively for seven days, in 
honour of Sat Pattini, Goddess of 
Fertility, who had seven incarnations. At 
the end of the Sokari season, the peasants 
were richer in aesthetic sensibility, wiser in 
worldly judgement. and sounder in moral 
stature. 

41 
A community's attitude towards leisure
also reflects the system of values that it 

ha-s evolved over generations. In thle 
Sinhala village, leisure was neverconceived as a period of idling, when 
On the other hand. leisure was the time 

c D)aulada Alalirqau ,,a with thc /andynd Queenn. iain thi foreound 
lake when they got actively involved in 

religious pursuits intended to bring aboutspiritual upliftment. 

Pilgrimage, vandana, was the main 
medium by which the peasants sought to 
achieve this spiritual advancement. In 
between the two main harvesting 
seasons, maha and yala the peasants go 
on pilgrimage, vandanave yanava, visiting 
the many centres of holy worship 
scattered in the different parts of the 
Island. In the heart of the Mahaweli region 
is located one of tile most sacred centres 
of Buddhist pilgrimage, the Dalada 
Maligava. Teruple of the Sacred Tooth, in 
Kandy. 

Villagers go on vata vandana, all-round 
pilgrimage, once a year, visiting the 
atamastana, Eight Holy Places, in 
Anuradhapura, and the solos mastana, 
Sixteen Holy Places, located in different 
parts of the country. The main means of 
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t~i~i~Jirt huii fil, ~ m]r1iid Kaelani 11aella SiliJ of 11w pi(fihurihi tl)IJS it \VICV,1 I fHILy Ihiir(L, 
nil*nitt~n inin '*i t~h.lli t,nifnin in tn inti lln I ;nn'. ofnnf~il 1110( \'ihhnt l n(Ilp illi tlodins itt tinl. 

II w .trt r oo O IJ) njtn thl -niz tnlIho nni nt lntnlntihi fin-,initn~tnit iiiiilii~lntiI[3oaij f~i~a niI~ia jLidf.t t hil t tjlnth nniiitl to the villijet l, 

' n0i 111If d '. I Int 1nns E f a n vet or palinr la ba nta yi a I i
 
iihi r ni l i.i - t In-l v~leli qp li g a diyasr m laba nta vi
Ni fill- tim~ i ii jin t' i t ) n r t i I i ~ \ l l 5 n t t n n ~ .SiVali t-,nuern iatin lifladinta Iyi nnt III,,r"A~ 11 ttn ;lnnn l tn 

in~~~ini'-,~~~un ~~.I "ltlraky fl t'li nnnjittay we gett(in our futujre birthlsiextnen1.N11I1, 11(wM11 tIkn. tint 
i i ofiint in r . palatableand VMioisomeolood;and larnp

n- I tfi 
ot tint in, itl flsilnnnti, IIln/tknn.till- rliadr (jur. vnl, s it Uithi W gioldien onilContainners.iitlt J,%' silo~( t im-i ItIt fool" of)ttjjntbtl~in h,i I)' ,tm nlorni. 'Tun Mtay our richnes be as abundant and >rllntnns lli\nnnnni n d 1neWSa~anec I t1'Il tin Hirnagatar profuse as the waters of theyMalnaweli andl tI innSnt I 'nnnl1rtn fiisininVarnanava', Ii)i,-nrpin of nI' t-n. offn "nay our gains be as tinbound as those ovil:j if W t ' Ift flt F_ tin not tilt Ar/nhat Seevali. .o 
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D. S. Senana, ake ,nd his s(en ludicit Senanaijake, who became the Prime 
/Ministcrat'er hinz. pla t'ed ktlj It' in Itl' rcstotatioln 0f Ih ancient irriation works and addinilg to them. 
The r sourc (if the lNahatcli L'ew a'a11'N e,on their qcnda. 

3 t
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The Mission 
of the Mahaweli
 

.Sri Lanka turned her back on the glories The task of leading the frontal attack on
of the Rijarata civilization with tihe decline the Mahaweli hasin for the multi-purpose
of the Polonnaruva regime. The seat of use of its land and water resources was
Government shifted to the hills and tile left. however to a scn of the Ruhuna.
Sinhala Kingdom eventually stabilised Charles Percival de Silva - a Civil Servantitself in the Mountain fastnesses of Kandy, who worked clo,el with hoth D. S. and 
insulating itself horn colonial invasions Dudlv' Senan1 Vake in the iestoration of 

the ancient irilation works in the Nor-thTHe st pndou s works ofe irrigation the Central Province.
 
Rajarata ki s t'1ellinto disuse anrid the
 
jungle tide overran the handiworlk of king, 
 He was fired Iiy tie vision of the 
prince and pleheran. A matted forest eenarravakes It was, however, as Minister canopy eventually hid the monumental of Iands and I and Development from 
monastic edifices of the Sinhala kings. 1956 - 1959 and later from 1960 -
Only the turrets Ot tire dago!as del antlv 1965 as Minister of lIands. Irrigation and
stabbed tire sk\, Power, that hadhe the g roundwork 

pre pared for harnessing the totalWith Sr I anka receiving a measure of resources of the Mairaweli for irrigation.
Independence trorr tire [ritish Crown in hydropower and flood control.
 
1931, Don Stehlen Senanayake. who
 
later became Independent Sri Lanka's C. de
P. Silva lamented that while 
first Prime Minister made it his life's recurrent droughts destroy*crops of the
mission as Minister of Agriculture and Polonnaruva tariier. tie Mahaweli rolled
ands to resurrect th ancient irrigation wastefullv into tire sea passing

netrvorks ......... 
 and tfie mightv Mahaweli Polonnaruva town within sciiit. Obviously.
came into focus again, tile water resources of the Mahaweli had 

to be harnessed tc o tro'-. losses of 
What could be regarded as a significant the farmers of the anaikaduwa and
diversion of Maia,,eli water resources in Nuwarakalaviya regions.
 
the modern era was completed in 1937

by . S. Senanavake with the restoration In about 1935. the then Minister of
of the ancient Elahera - Minneriva Yoda Agriculture. D. S. Senariavake, also
Ela to convey irrigation water from the witnessed tis spectacle and ie urged tieAmban Caniga. a trultirV Of the Irrigation Department to find a way of
Mahaweli. to tir iesoned Minreriva diverting the Mahaweli waters for fie 

benefit of the farmers in the Dry Zone. The 
concept cf river diversion fron the WetThe restoration of tire Miriife anictt oi Zone to the Div Zone was seriously


the main stemri of tire Matitwli wa.,s vet pursued. Alti rouir 
the idea of diversion 
anotfier imri lan larniark in t w appeared to present enornous
 
ric eri pcriod 
 difficulties. tre thought fired the 

imagination and the enthusiasm of our 
engineers.frori tle afr<,neli basin. hen tIe Investigations were set in motionNalanda ruservoir. n the Aroban Canga cuhrininating irr a United States Oveseas 

was impounded in 1957 ard tihe water led Mission in 1959 being assigned tire task
into the Kala Ova hasin via the Efibawela of studying this along with Sri Lankan 
cut. a work undertaken by Dudley engineers. urits study gave a definiteSenanayake as Minister of Agriculture indication of the feasibilitv of not only the 
and Lanis. diversion of tire waters of the ,ahaweli to 
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the [iv Zone [liltfl,!) tilt,rltIiMIiil, 

F, Id h~I\ I t(,III +UI FIt !"' It slo, 
i i i th lc. si i , h\id rI, o 


Ii t-tii ttroh r IF i I I i clccit i scII r-i 
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iificclt f'qlihCr'I\f ic-t .c-rc iiiir \ t'l 
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At 1981 prices, tire total cost of the 
development of tihi.proeicts included in 
lhe Acceleiwlhed Mahaweli Proqlranmire 

an'otiintt to .10i iiltPS. 1,56l) million. 

\Votl in the( n1ltilti ptilpoe ploite( 1', ,a"s 
ACCELERATED MAHAWELI PROGRAMME pli'),lanrlld oilothi l tthe il r(lotiloll..... , ,.-...... 1(, iiiwfn(wnt,, in~tdo ,iedill IN-, N1 -N-C0 

Nlwfhlino -- ,tilv ond fllw l'owef 

tilt 5 iti(tquir liwnt t 't liv tht vieioll 
1:1e (iW itv [f"0111h1 1h1111', dd[l~tr Ov'l 
}\OK-llilleh'Indl( Vi(".('lhl PrIN-'i s lo'letht 

Trincomalee N il w(i I)iI -I I'I~iI (O l ilui iw ts ofl-


ihli, A( eh P" ir, ttlti iitomm i ialhi<,aqi.,,,.I )(woloprl wil 

*Anuradhapura /hu -- / I t n i l : ,. 
s.i lt nR i il Il Pro , tra 

fia."".,a.'N." D''I liiaiuurit olIlC)ove rli lll tmshiuutioilif lliic;P thqaripow iniherI 982. i ,,~l-

NKa....*(d n~~dle potentiatlao rtt ws&wasorvirttti (rutial forbrow 
1"rineeqi the p)oV.,ei ,htli-fIll low,cist for , .w ,..._._. 1986. 

G B 

-]tle ir.- major [l' 'It itlke, tll up for 
construCtiion under tht Ac(eleraled 
Ptrocidrnlne of a'I aveli )tye 01lincilt 

Bawatlenna 
W|aS the Madluru Ova Project and littinlllv.CEMadG. )- iu 0. it was tlhe first major reservoir Io ( onie oil.stream iu n d er the AclrtIt, 

- no- NtiitLY CONSTRUCTED Grindu le ia/raikitJNNft I ,IGATON t I S \ 
Proqraninie. Constrictiorn woirk wascerumoniallV inii luI Irdtt on thi , ji(Ct 

Poigoila ]i.Kanidy' Vi rn 14. Jl. 1980.
,IE~~~v' "'..~~Do''"'.... 

Pi, '\tI v.'ork oni the poit-I has hei-n 
Gampolae. f)andinigala kaniemio I lll9)!thitI , ii l ti'l Ii iS tI ti Il 

tti)W tii i dl.' - O 1,Vil '. 1083 

toit, aleOya,. \'%r on l O W\"i('toiia PfOji .tl ,stril)d da
 

Owlt/ in -h p~in (d til A( -tdt-rott-d 

lihlt-arunnit. \vois [iiitedtc on Ai
7 1(0O i d inif)(I 

Ii
'I;} the' limlp of thf. 

Victtolil o'ilsi'iltin \pil! 7' I084 

The Vi( oliia ) Wwr statioll \kill haVi On 
installed c-aiacit\ of 7 0 MW aridaml 
ann il i (jeneration poltnt ial of 780 11illion 
(fKt hor irs. IJert is lrc'ision to douhle 
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li.tI t l I i,I i I i 

t; ,l'tI -w P )I' - wd itd hl 

ni ,.IiL-Iiu~fl1 ad )I ri iit n --- ' , 

Constnruttln n ikoiik l til i'in -I t V.,i, 

Randellii'llI i q, t,'l!h v .a tfi. 

L
-alacilv oI '.) \\N of i\dwl (t'i. ile 

inmid I-486.
 

nt ,tithasincn' lth. litti (InliltlSri I .1-, 
CLIHIIt(Il hrtiiqh IhN, liht kinkd. ot Ow, : 

Ml' d iv.i I o 'IId w hod t:,' 1 )(lfl'1h'd 

aipivotal strtL( the. ,(((d(hIhItdtilt(' Wt d(,r ,,l 

P',ahawflti tl~oli r i it. wiiii l, It the. fin 

rmajoi ,<nm to hli ( it it-tl in Si I ,lal.. 

Ow kI,kltl't[,11!11- im/lI'Itioul andR po-wt'v0 

Ther,lHIm ,J,,.,itil ,.r, - floilrl
lh(,
 

major iiir pohto-i pnrjt1,i I lh , -ilkiodi lseIrvoirs ,iltfI then to lie CiosStd h' an ,quedic-t followed hv a 
Mah,l i lhimuii-i d k. ill i',olnitLi OC, It-WRO'C1 iii , link tiliel. short huinnel. while the other thre, Ioq al 

e pk kid1 tI% W '1111 anlit [It miltit will titi lIt ppola Ova and Divabana Oya mreItII i di it(- -l", also take ovt' OVw. 
dfld diwilt"l thut itIil tli twi ,,blni t slit'- to the t isti l left hink tlOiLtIlh major -level rrossinqls". which 

1 i , ,lo lent 6,00 leltion rttselvoirs.canal for fItw d,-%tpIl0t.0 o IttVJul dtil'lIv' area of abou ,h11]t forl, litle d 
the rihlt hank it ,t hiilti. i lttaiI hilh rt s'nmd b' ft' ant it.lntoflntl lwi 
MadlIrtl O il hiniri, PMinip tIlli)Cit. A tOiiitlet Ijilt alulinti links thel iitkintldn 


is1,i\'oirto the iCILiM O%.va
reservoir. 
This trans-hasin tmal will onvv -]1W CiluIl rOt-Oie foullmaorl tihttatis 
Mahawtli waters the d ,allaweli first. (-vil. litdtevelopment of Svstems C and 3 into Ulhitiytv,i of lire Thne 1-iiuli. is 

/ 
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lis tF ,- n(,I I t II' s tt,JilnI. I?.. I,t acutden, it/he c't'mon I ihen theip/ 411ndil I ()'/ I oltm ,R',t 'ilit that order, will bring to the Bintenne,C Mnnct'icd in Not,'tn Is r IWO, at TamankadLIWai/h inittillin 1 ti' /Iten. Cijallll, t)i, ,sriiatal' lini,,ht Iattid region, the rice bowl of, I 1anti/. 
o tS"tlhit'it ,itl l/llt'llh I wiiniD sl lit.It itit i 'it ( I, .Alhl ancient Sri Lanka. a/),'-lliult(, greater prosperityAlh'j.I. K int'i'<u,'in', lt' i'n''.ji(t 'itt nnId 1%11 i .,At,,I t than ever witrnessed in the past. In these 

two systems a perrnia& water supply will 
beaalal lot thle cONlttion of 65.000 
hectares. Over 50,000 families. 
" -onistinOf 11)fC (t persons, will50,00() 

:, ,;;t :<";"o,& h ' l Oi'l llu
.., ' ' ( ( Ii(.u ral land and 

100,000 i), Wonswill be found 
ei nple)vnertlll in aqriI'ulthiral sipport 

seRic es44 

Downsho'tt l ptnInl)n inSyslo C is 
linanced by the f-tropIean Economic 
ConlmUniti the WoV, Iid i -k. Japan an41( 
KLwai, and that in Sys' en H1by USAID. 
Can -da.Autstralia and Satldi Arabia. 

[he translormation that has taken place 
e",
:in l 
 System H-is beinq repeated in Systems 

C and B. turning theri into .reenpastures: the provision of electricity will be 
an added bonus for Sri Lanka's 
development effort. 

%(
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Right Bank Trans-basin canal. 
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Beginning of migration - people of Teldeniya leaving tfeir homes, now claimed by the Victoria waters 
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The Exodus
 
The Mahaweli Developmen~t Projrarrr-re living by agriculture. Over 60% of the 
is not yet another engineeri. feat of our affected people were young - below 25 
people. It is a programme of work which years.
 
encompasses a massive shift of people.
 

involving near lv one tcnth of Sri Lanka's -lile majority of people who had to leavepopulation. As in earlier settlernent their ancestral homes are heirs to aschemes the migration of people was cIltura 
rich 

heritage. The Brahmi inscriptions
largely a matter of individual choice. In the found at ancient temples. such as 
past, it was only the poor and often Gonawatta and Barnbaragala. indicate 
landless peasantry from the more that this area had human settlements 
congested parts of the Island whocamein since the first century BC. The 
search of land. In the Mahaweli iimlportance of this area nad significantly
Programnme. however, in addition to this increased with t(he establishment of the 
type of settler, certain groups of people lingdorn of Kandy and the choice -I 
who had to sacrifice their land for a Kundasale bv King Narendrasinghe
greater national (:aiisL are also entitled to (1709- 1779 AD) to locate the royal
land. Thus. it involves .ome of the biggest resiJence. Fhe site of the Victoria Darn 
evacuation operations in the history of Sri itself is not too far from the place where
Lanka. The dehorised from the Victoia tlhelast kinq of Kandv W,as captured by the 
and Kotrnale reservoir areas had to British forces. 
abandon ferlile lands occupied by them
 
and their ancestors for generations The It
was a searinq trauirna for those who had 
story of these people is a saga as to oe evacuated to leave the Dumbara 
challeging as that of turming the river by valley, which had been their home for 
the construction of colossal englineering genertions. Most of the people evacuated 
structures, from the Victoria area were resettled in 

System C. 

The Victoria 
evacuation The people of 
The area affected bv the Victoria Project Kotmale 
spreads across five Assistant The evacuatiol of people from the area 
Government AgIents* Divisions namU!V, affected bv the Kotmale reservoir formed 
Meda DUmhara. Kunida sale. (Ida the second largest shift of People tLinder 
Hewaheta. Patha flewahetla and the Mahaweli Proqrariie. Although the
Mali a l ,iwi a riraw, t a K 0ral1a. numers inolved in Kotmale were lowerw Cil 

enconimssirt .)83 villates, all Io(,ttd the people affected by the Kotmale 
within lltIKanidv Districl. reservoir hal many characteristics in 

conlimon virli those evacuated fromn 
Teldenii is the maijo tows-,hip affecled Vi(:tor ia. 
by the su melf(Iciie. Nema ln85:, of the 
people who had to vacitt th irland an Soome 6(6 villages aid parts of ,1teaSinhala NIuddhists. hre Muslinlis 
arid vstates were atfected l)y the KotrnaleTarnils. the two donminant minority Project. -hie total number of families 
.roups in the area, accounLted for the affected was found to be around 2691. 
balance. In geneal. the great majority of fI maIjoritv of these people (98.28%)
the people affected by the Victoria Project were Sinhalese, Tanrils and Muslims 
were Kandyan Sinhalese (74%) who lived accounted for less than 2%. The total 
mostly in the villages and earned their population affected was estimated to be 
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A newl settlement in the Mahaweli development area 

around 18.22 1. ond over 68% of these Those affected 
people were living in tie submergling 
area. at Randenigala 
Nearly 60% of the people affected by the Project 
Kotmale Project were belowtheageof 25. 
The majority of the people affected (68%) After Kotmale and Victoria. Rar enigala 
by the project were engaged in forms the third large reservoi in the 
Agriculture. Mahaweli cascade. Compared with the 

other two. the Randenigala reservoir 
The people who left Kotmale were mostly covers an area of sparse settlements. 
settled in System H. In the process of These include villages such as 
shifting they have carried with them many Serasolnt enna. Yoopane. Govatale. 
aspects of their rich cultural heritage. Kehelella. Ettanapitiya. Kimbulantotaand 
King Dutugamunu. one of the greatest Katupathwela. The total number of 
monarchs of Sri Lanka. who ruled tie families affected by the project is 
country from Anuradhapura spent his estimated to be ir the region of 600. 
youth in Kotmale. 

Inspite of the smaller number of families 

affected by the Project. the area to be 
submerged by the reservoir is of 
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An old homestead in a "Purana"village. Note thepaddy store "Vee Bissa" on the left. 
considerable historical signilicarice. The
 
ancient route from Badulla to Kandy was
 
located along the narrow valley of tile
 
Mahaweli Ganga. As indicated by village
 
narns suchli as Se Iasnmtenna. this had
 
been an area where exercises of the
 
Sinhala infanthy were lield. According to
 
tolkoe tlh wrrior king Rajasinglhe I 
 /
 
who wrs horn in Mahiyantla alaound
 
1612 AD. has been closyiv asso(iited ,0
 

with Randeriflala an(I rntciihe. 
 AL 

The Mahaweli and
 
the Purana villagers
 
of Nuwara Kalaviya
 
In most parts of the downstream areas of
 
the Mahaweli Project, particularly inthe
 
Norlih Central regions of NUwara Kalaviya
 
and Iamrrankadtlwa, there were rmany
 
scattered traditional village settlements.
 
fliese villages which retained the main
 
symrbols of traditional culture, namely th6
 
tilnk,
dagloba and the rice fields, survived
 
through centuries amidst many. a
 
crtastroph and calaIrnity. When these
 
villages were absorbed to the general
 
settlement plan of the Mahaweli, manv
 
am1ilies had to shift their homes to new 
locatiorns, creating iuch lieart)Lrn and
nostalga The Sinhala majority of the people affected by the 

At the initial stages of land preparation -aMahaweli project belong to the Sinhala 
Under the Mahaweli Project many small peasantry of the hill country. This was the
village tanks were breached and the major group of people who resisted
Stankhed areas converted to p~addy fields. 
 The gain karay or the purana villagers foreign invasions and staged resistance to 

Although this helped mrany villagers to whoreld prideo, btacehadtominglewith the British rule after 1815. It was for thishave larger blocks of land in the vicinity of settlers who were outsiders'. Inspite of reason that the colonial administratorstheir -!,villages, it affected many aspects the earnest attempts made by the neglected these areas. To quote A.C. 
of tneir hydraulic culture, based on village Mahaweli management, the fusion of Lawrie:
 
tanks. Similarly, rmany traditional eswo g ps n e task but
 
nucleated village settlements, called hers, 
 ho been made. The purana The stor of English rule in theGanoda,villagers, who oten shifted en bloc, had Kandyan country during 1817 andhad to leave for their new residential no problem in carwing wit-i them their 1818 cannot be related without 
blocks.values, traditions, temples and their gods shame. In 1819 hardly a member of 
converted into a kind of 'ghost villages' to the new settlements. the leading families, the heads ofthe
after their evactuation people. remained alive: those whom 

It is obvioL. 3 therefore, that the great the sword ahd the gun had spared, 
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di tii';**| 
, cholera andsniallpoxatidpritations

had slain -rI hundreds. The 

,. 
subsequent cols of Go 'ermrento 
rihi/c a,10 assist itsK-andilan silleelds 

• -. 
+'' +" i 

rL1'i('. for t'C'l/ 177'19Y !'als. oil/ I 
ath'lts ll)l'(/iun ,cild d),in/dont'd. 
l:'tiifl (ion and d cI, fliai did not 
ticc e iv c d t tc ,al lt n t io ni. 7-h1 

de.sct'ndainIs ol the hif lc cl,)'Ssc'sof 
ffic K,m01lan tilicm':rptdl~l die'd otit. 
Ihc lo\ ( c/hls-;(,.h calc i ollii 

and alcficlic. 

The most devastating effect on the 

IDopenin 

economy and social life cf the Sinhala 
peasantry was brouqht about by the land 
policy cf rte colonial adminstration. The 

of large scale plantations after 
the Waste Land Ordinance of 1897 led to 
the impoverishment of the Sinhala 

peasant w~ho had to surrender all land for
which lie could not produce 

documentary claims. When the Sinhala 
fanmers sLowed reluciance to work as 
labourers in British plantations a large 
number of imrnigrant Indian labourers 
were brought by the colonial rulers from 

India. 

Panoramic View of Duimabara Valley The tragic outcome of these policies was 
th creation of a poverty-stricken landless 
p,, antry in the central hill country. Jhey 
w..,2 forced to live in inaccessible, remote 
villages surrounded by large tea and 
rubber plantations. 

In order to remedy this historical injustice 
perpetuated on them by colonialism, the 
Government of Sri Lanka after 
Independence had to follow definitive 
rehabilitation policies. The establishment 
of the 'Fandvan Peasantry Rehabilitation 
Commission was one such effort. 

Tie Mahaweli Development Programme 
is another avenue for providin(. relief to 
many landless peasant famriilies from the 

I ,rutl'.(ia-/'lic 't./','O3'. 
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Kathandi 
-the itinerant Snake 
Charmer and his dauqhter 

hill country. The vast majority of the 
people rendered homeless due to the 
construction of reservoirs. canals and 
roads are also from these areas. Thus, it is 
to he expected that a considerable 
proportion of settlers in the new/Viahaweli
areais have their origins in the hill country
villaqes. Althouqh these people had initial 

Veddhas have attracted a great deal of 
attention. The Veddhas are regarded as 
descendants of some of the early 
aboriginal inhabitants of Sri Lanka. Not 
only is the history (Athe Sinhalese, as a 
race, linked with that of the Veddhas. but 
also, there is evidence to suggest that 
V'eddhas provided shelter to the Sinhalese 

S 

* 

prohlem:, inacclimatisinog to their new 
erlvironnierlt. they have guickly adjusted
themselves, as for rnost of them, it is in 
fact a return to their origjinal homeland. 
Their customs values and ideals were
ahnost identical with those in the pirana 
villales of the Dry Zone which formed 
part of the Kandyan kingdom. They 
hovever continue to maintain their 
kinship aid social ties with tlheir former 
villages in the hill country. Attachments 
that have developed throug3h generations 
of living and working togiether sharing the 
jovs and sorrows of life, cannot easily he 

and made common cause with them in 
timnes Of turmoil. Although the term 
V'eddha generally denotes a person who 
lives by killing 'animals' as Deraniyagala 
has indicated, this term also refers 
persons who live by fishing and bird 
hunting. There are a few places in and 
around the Mahaweli System C area 
where scattered Veddha settlements are 
still found. With he diminishing forest 
habitats and the spread of Sinhala culture 
the Veddhas in most other areas have 
ben gradually absorbed to the 
mainstream of civilization. 

Other groups Thie development of the nahaweli areasdownstream of Mahiyangana for 

____ 
Among the many groups of people who 
had to leave their traditional homes, the 

agriculture and to set Up forest and wild 
life sanctuaries necessitated the 
evacuation of Veddhas from some areas. 
like Dambana. which was their traditional 
hrome. These families were provided with 
land in Flenanigala in System C. 

Another small category of people who will 
benefit by the Ma)haweli Programme are 
Kuthandis. who are basically nomadic 
tribes fhat roamed in sparsely-popUlated 
areas of the Dry Zone. The Mahiaweli 
Programme has provided these people
with an opportunity to lead a sedentary 
pastoral life in Tambuttegama. 

A ceremonial welcome b1 the Veddahs. 
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Settlemnt in Ststem "B"of the Mahaw'li Scheme 

.. 
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Return to 
the land of kings 

S&t agdinst tt hackiliound o naysve 
structures -- ti., many large reservoirs, 
power hous'es, miles of tunnels, canals 
and trastission lines - i, a human 
drama in which the Mahaweli settler isthe 
hero. The efficacy of the Accelerated 
Mahaweli Programme will one day be 
judged not by the colossal concrete 
structures, and social infra-structures, but 
by the success of the settler in creating a 
physically healthy and economically 
viable society with a high sense of moral 
values. 

lie Acceleated Mahawe i Pi-qogram me 
as envisaged wil; benefit some 150,000 
families from africultural resettlement. 
The spinoff from this settlement will 
thlow up new avenues of employment in 
the Service sector benefiting an additional 
150.000 persons. In human terms, the 
totality of the Programme will result in the 
exodus of over a million people into the 
new development area in the fertile plains 
of Rajarata from which our ancestors 
retreated in the l3th Centur,, AD. 

'One of tne primar objects of the 
programme is to resettle on farms "the 
poorest of the poor'. Evry endeavour is 
being made to build a new generation of 
self-reliant farmers who will riot depend 
on the rest of society to assist them to 
maintain their livelihood. To make this 
task easy. a detailed programme has 
been drawn up and all facilities for its 
successful imrlementation are being 
provided. 

What distinguishes ilie Mahaweli 
settlements from other large-scale 
irrigation and settlement projects is the 
greater altention paid to human and 
social welfare. Consequently. there is no 
history of dropouts in the Mahiaweli 
settlements. 

Special weightage has to be given to the 
landless people of the upcountry districts 
in order to set right a historical wrong 
perpetrated on them by colonialism, 

which deprived the-n of their land, 
favouring capitalist enterprise in the 
plantation industry. These people have a 
very definite claim on the new land. 

Because a large proportion of the first 
settlers are from the hills - the last 
bastion of independence which nurtured 
our culture in the teeth of aggressive 
European in ft tIenc es - their 
translocation has to take into account and 
provide for their places of worship, which 
have been the wellsprinqs of their 
customs, rituals, aris and crafts, song and
dance - all facets of a rich ultural 
heritagle. 

Although the settlers from the upcountry 
are from a culturally rich backgound, it 
would be idle to pretcnd that they would 
automa tically transplant their culture to 
the culturally arid environment of the new 
settldments. The settelrs' initial period of 
adjustment, faced with the traumas of 
resettlement, is hardly the time or climate 
to engage in cultural or social activity. The 
Mahaweli Authority has taken upon itself 
the responsibility to ensure that the 
cultural milieu that existed in villages, isas 
far as possible replicated in the new 
settlements and to see that the golden 
thread of cultural continuiLy will not snap
 
under the stress and st rain of
 
resettletnent.
 

Tlie initial period of resettlement is the 
most trying and physically arduous. 
These settlers have abandoned their 
established way of life 'nd are bewildered
and anxious in 'heii new settlements. The 
natural hardships, the health hazards and 
the absence of social institutions, leaves 
these people frustrated and socially and 
culturally disorganized. In such acontext 
a balanced approach to development and 
svstematic planning and imlplementation 
becoIes imperative. 

Much emphasis is laid on the urientation 
of the prospecti-, settlers. The prirnlary 
objective of this ori-itation progiarnme is 
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to prepare tie settler for the pioneerinol are important to build a cohesive society, 

role lie is to play in this iasive nlaintairt iI tile spiritLual and cultural 

settlement pro(Iraminne. -Ybe set thi' COntinuity cainnot he iginored. 

participation it, the (hrvilopient ,4 WtIsS 
ard nItinnil 0lot1 to inctecst, ciiculturlil I itrcelv proud of their ancestral villages. 
i)roduction iS hitiliilited. IlI. is walrIed of .,-ttleis froill Kotnil and Victoria have 
tI lirnitid hii('itie-, that \vouldt itt niit it a po in peipetuitetheir village 

availahle it the, ilitial 'dl(5'. tiln, iwiit's III tltnew St'ttle i(.nt ireas as in 

difficultit's iat lht' Will ha to Lili(lergo. the st'o o Fispanap -a di o 
and the mental .1d pscholical Kotnalegama in System H and 

problems fit,' ii,' hlavt' t ftat'. Teldeniyaya ill Ssteni C.. 

Settler diti ulte- cail otn! l)it'pleicit'cd i' Mcahiiwli Authoritv of Sri lnka 

by iiidividii(ilS peisoniilllv pl 'rS'it in the' tiikt,-, simel, attempt to foster the 
settlem( nt irt'i. siuintt thu etioti n,il p'i-ttinin arts. Sokari - the titualistic 
cind phy'sicil elivi11iimnt'it ot the fik dhtiiii t'iictlhd 01 iitt tlieshinsl tlior 

c mitninitv. Thi io.lt' S. hIllihd b,, the ;, tcititiS ii intici uiioi nt villages. 
project Still. iailtiiitl htoin thth (lait f ht 't'i iintloduCt'd to leOSystel I 1ar a 
Mafidigit' to liW K,,sikdent PliojitfI liager lc,, the Ktclttltl ' siettlelS. 
statiorn'd iin the ata. From tile initial 

sta'lles a Siltteil' attemipt is rliade tv tit Similarly tie Kohormba Kankariya ritual 
Project viii itin'rit to reduce, it not was enacted in Mahiyangana during the 
('linin,1W. thtadsiip, and tht' causes ceremoniia! inauguration of construction 

that tad to liL',Illtiol amon( tin ne. work on the Randenigala Reservoir 

settleiS ('niSelueint lv. h bit' Project. Kohomba Kankariya is an 
conlilficiitin t1 1fto IU operition of ancient ritual now contined to the 
iranspo liit)( Ilt' settlers. tli' inltiiedite Kandyan areas. 
basic ntd'ts (tlhusei)tO i'tS ill tit' 

forward , it. is ISoked into. Whe i thc, Witi the settlement of people from 

arli,.t in the prioectI'ia. itead ct lht Feldeniya. Kotitale arid other Kandyan 

provision tl tlhlllion f'iciliti's, tfiey cite n.'as under the Mahaweli Scheme, the 
eXpect tot oi idt iciccit L in t It Mahaweli Authority has taken upon itself 
infrastrUticturt det'vttloiiti pr.ocess itself, the responsibility of fostering the 
for w i i f ti \ at ' inlOnet rl\' performing ars and crafts of these 
coii'penI ited people. lhe Ma haweli Authority 

Sponsored this perforniance of the 
The initial hase t f ilt. proirainie is Kankariya as an earnest of its intention to 

tiiana(ted bv iln( Unit Manag(ers who will. foster the performing arts. 
from that time onwards, continue to 
maintain very close contact with the The Mahaweli Authority is sensitive to the 
settlers living with theni and caring for needs of the new settlers arid attempts to 
them. ensure that the lifestyle of the settlers is 

not niduly disturbed, as for instance the 
On cittiil it the Pioject Area settlers are Veddhas. who were evacuated from their 
conditled lct thttit respective locations by traditional hiuntitig grounds. atid have 
the Unit Mcui~t'nS. Shibsetluently. settlers been resettled in Henanigala, a relatively 

art p~rovided with provisions under the remote area in System C. Asa gesture of 
VorMd Food P namiie arid flits goodwill and appreciation of their 
continLUes fot a itaxiniuno period of 

traditions, the Project Management
twelve onaths. 

provides all encouragement and 
As tiuch as social infrastmuctural facilities assistance to the Veddhas to perform 
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annually the Kid Koraha ritual, to pay Fnleld fficer instructing cultivators on crop diseases 

homage to their dearly departed and to 
Nae Yakku. 

The worker/settler programme is a new 
ex;erdnent that has been tried out in the
 
new Mahaweli settlement areas,
 
especiallv in Lystems B and C. The
 
advantaqles of this procedure, which 
was 
indeed a complete divergence from the
 
earlier settlement process, were twofold.
 
Firstlv the settlers themselves were
 
provided with an opporunity to participate
 
in the developmcnt, work, such as canal
 
and building construction, thereby
 
inculcating in the settler agreater sense of
 
identity with the project. They are then
 
assisted to establish themselves into
 
viable coMMuutiy units. in anticipation of
 
irrigation water in a short perid of time.
 
Secondly. tiis process guarantees the
 
availability of human resources in the new
 
areas for construction work thereby

avoiding a possible scarcity of labour, project around June will be shown their 
 the lowest in the hierarchy, has a 

Looking homestead allotments by October/ population of aroundback at the operations of this 1500, and isNovember. Once the individual provided with the basic service facilities.new method of settlement procedure it homesteads are identified, the settlers Village Centres, with a higher order ofbe said that it has been possible to while devotii g most of their time to canalmust 
facilities are established to service aachieve a greater intensity in the construction work also attend to the number of hamlet centres, and have ainfrastructure development than ever construction of their dwellings and the population of about 6000. At the nextbefore, and also build up initial preparation for a rain-fed cultivation, level, are the Block centres, with aenthusiasm among these pioneer population of around 10,000. A numbersettlers. This has helped in a great The farming families are settled in of Block Centres come under themeasure to create leadership and clustered hamlets with the object of umbrella of aTownship - the highest ininstitutions ready to take over stimulating greater harmony and social the hierarchical arrangement ofresponsibilities in the following phase of cohesion among themselves and for easy settlement centres.

development, provision of amenities. This is a major 
departure from the previous system ofThe worker/settler camps - acluster of a settlements, In the Mahaweli Settlement Programme.

attention is paid to the provision of basicfew sixty feet by twenty-feet structures social infrastructural facilities such asbuilt ol wattle and daub and thatched with Thus the concept of functional schcols, hospitals. post-offices, policecadjan or straw, minimised expenditure integration within settlements is being stations, banks and a good network ofand were also ideally suited to local followed iin the Mahaweli areas. The roads. From the planning stage of theweather conditions. The settlers. supplied clustered hamlets are located in proximity social infrastructure, televent Ministrieswith equipment, implements and to the respective farmlands. Attempts are and Departments are consulted and theirmaterials. were engaged in the also made to keep settlers with similar views obtained, in order to ensure thatconstruction of distributory and field backgrounds or from related localities Mahaweli facilities fall in line with thecanals and roads, and paid on the basis of together as far as possible. policies and strategies pursued on awork completed, nationwide basis. This serves to ensure 
The settlements are planned and set up in that the newThe settlers who were brought into the settlers are provided thea hierarchical system. A hamlet centre, basic tacilities to develop and maintain a 
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healthy social and econori c 
environment. 

In an attempt to r('dluce the social and 
economic strain that the new settlers lace 
on arrival, a COTIpleheinsive assistance 
prog ra n me is i:nplementrd. The 
programme begiiis with the provision of a 
cash advance and transport facilities to 
move the settlers' household goods to the 
new settle enlts. A Ihousilll grant of 
Rupees ofC thousian.d provision of well. 

rinfgs. -oncrc't t -pltes iit cashI Iqugttinq 
allowainces to hiild wells indlavatories, 
basic aciqciultoiil imllements, seed and 
planin i i atenil for Ihe firstuliItivation 
season. initial chIc'airig ald oiIn arm 
developmenlt ifirahle allotmrients the 
payrient of th cost of fine ievellinttrind 
the provision of toor ratiolis iiider th 

World F-ood tPro iranmol0e for a ix' riot of 
fifteen nionths, to a fnaxi liii of five 
members per familv, are all part of this 
assistance programme. World Food 
Assistance both during the worker/settler 
phase and during the first year of 

settlement until the farmer reaps his first 
crop from his allotment, has in no little 
wav helped to curtail the hardships faced 
w settlers C..nq the initial period of 

III Or]or'[ t IIliA0e the bo'Stuse Of this 
dssistalic, ad toC lay Oie totLICatioo for 
the establishinlt. of vibl, sclf1rolliant 
human sc'ttlerrets, a niiire of 
Community Development and 
pIromotional programmes are being 
implemented. The execLItion of this 
pr .Iramme is in the hands of a 
dedicdted, (qudlifiedand traiIed cadre of 
officers, 'Ihe proqfrdmmes are tailored to 

tisf, the idt~nlified needs of the settlers. 
Where ald when necessary, the 
'ssisthn(:e of volunteers chosen from the 
s Itlers is tfUclivelv utili/ed. 

With the development of the homesteads, 
the men are joined bv their wives and 
children. This is one of the most trying 
and phvsicallv arduou!s phases in the 

settler's life. hrough force of 
cif(umstdfnces, the settler families have 
hod to ,bandoni their established wav of 

life For a while they are bewildered and 
InXiouis in their nt-w surroIdings. In 
additio!) to heinl located in an entirely 
lew ph\'sical environment, the social and 
cultural diversity oflthe settler community, 
in pailicular the ahsence of the extended 
fan iily and social institutions, so pivotal to 
villiacle cilvilization, create a vaccun0. 

Iy ilistit ution -t lhe temple, the 

school, the rural development society 
which co-ordinated and 1ni ,ed the 

t.cononlitc and social life in the village, 
cOndiciig to ftroup coliesion and 
stahility are 111,--ent in the initial stages of 
lil'iew settlements. It is at this stage that 
the setter falls ttre communityback on 
dttvelopmerit effort for support and 
(1ciidance. 

The spartan onvironnent, theexposureto 
agricultural activities under climatic 
conditions so different to what they were 
accustomed loand theclearing ofjungles 
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pose health hazards. The lack of safe gate - the exit point for water from the young child to perform better in schoolsources of drinking water increases the main irrigation system to the individual Thus the different components reinforcerisk of hepatitis and cholera. Infants and farm-lots. A turnout group sharing this one another, enhancing overall impact.very young children are especially one source of water, comprisesvulnerable to these hazards and thus the approximately eight to twenty settlers. A Primary Health Care system has beenincidence of diarrhoeal diseases ishigher Farmer leaders from these groups are developed. This system stresses theamongst this group. In addition to the being trained in water management, preventive rather than the curativeinhospitable environment, the heavy agricultural extension, social welfare and aspects of good health and the use of lowinvolvernent of both parents inagriculture communtiy development. The turnout cost, locally-available and knownand the lack of older family members leader becomes a member of the resources and homebased therapies. Byreults in the negIlect of the young child. executive committee of the Unit-based .these means a framework is beingSuch rm(g11th(:t can constrain the child's Settler Development Association, which established whereby improved standardsphysical and mental development and in fact is a combination of tile Rural of overall health can be sustained by thelead to an inadequate preparaition for flth. Development Society, the Community community itself, even after the:.(hooling phase, with consequent Development Society and the Water withdrawal of external interventions.implications for future performance. Management Society in each village. Health and nutrition education material
Thus. the production and the social is being developed and appropriateThe Mahaweli Authority was from the ver aspects of the project are being messages delivered through a number ofbeginning alert to these hardships and the integrated, one facet reinforcing the channels. These Channels range from thed(earth of social institutions and did not other, so that total settler-welfare is Day Care Centre attendant, healthicave their emergence to secular forces, maximized, volunteer and school teacher to the'The needs in health, nutritional and farmer leader, project official and localeducational facilities and services were Community participation in tire priest.


readily identified. Under the Accelerated identification of felt social needs and the

Mahaweli programme, social planning, 
 implemei-,iation, adaptationdevelopment keeps pace with economc and evaluation of activities, are important As part of the Primary Health Careadvancement A balanced approach to facets in this exercise. A process of Programme and in pursuit of the goal ofdevelopment is being followed, with constant consultation and frequent the Child Survival and DevelopmentUNICEF and a mumber of other revit-w of the activities is effected, so that Revolution, Village Health Centres and,nternational Agencies such as UNFPA, they continually reflect thie priority needs Clinics are being strengthened andEEC and the Red Cross. cooperating with of tire community. Inthis way, flexibility is medical child health services expanded.the Mahaweli Authority to alleviate the being retained so that changes in There is a particular emphasis on
problems and find tangible solulrons. interventions expressly desired by the reducing the incidence of neo-natal and
beneficiaries can be accommodated. 
 post-neo-natal mortality. In this contextfrhe Project staff, living in the settlement more comprehensive coverage underthearea and sharing the emotional and Planning and implementation is being Extended Prooramme of Immunization isphysical environment of the community, geared so that the components of the sought to safeguard theappreciate the settlers' difficulties and infant againstsocial service package can be delivered in disases such as smallpox, polio,always treat them with the sympathy and ar integrated fashion. In the case of diphtheria, whooping cough, typhoid andunderstanding they deserve. UNICEF interventions for instance, tetanus. Health volunteers keep up-to

improved water and sanitational facilities date records of the immunization statusHamlet and sub-hamlet level institutions by helping to reduce diarrhoeal diseases of children and pregnant women inhave been formed to enhance enable an easier absorption of nutrients, households under the volunteers'community cohesion and solidarity. and thus a more effective nutritional responsibility. They also ensure that aThese institutions would help to develop a programme. Similarly, the health duplicate card of the immunization statusnew community identity in the Mahaweli interventions, ranging from malaria of children and pregnant women is keptvillages. control to the extended programme of safely with the mothers, so that the latter
immunization, build resislance to are actively involved in this process.As irrigation is one of the major inputs for childhood infections, and help to reduce

productoin, sub-hamlet level acute und.,-nutrition. Improved health Malnutrition is a priority problem of theorganizations are built around the turnout and nutritional standards enable the area. In this context, growth monitoring 
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";P011S. rliq]otls a11d culti al activities 

torn at reuldlar lteattl ill the l ahaweiComninim itty [ X)tvil p rort Prooratmme. 
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Eucalyptus - part of the extensive re-afforestation scheme 

Pillt
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Development 
without Destruction 

The Mahaweli Project involves the 
construction of large reseroir, and the 
trans-basin divetsion of water, the 
development of year-round irrigated 
agricultur, and the settlement of people 
in areas presently Under forest. Trhe 
Mahaweli development programme thus 
leads to a modification of the physical 
environment. This interferenc-, with 
Nature distrhs tf ('cological balance 
and could produce both highly beneficial 
and dancerously hlaiatull effects. 

The Mahaweli Authorltv' recofInizinq 
these problems sponsored a series of 
studies to identif, possi)le detrimental 
effects on the environment. The initial 
assess-nents howevei, were in the 
individual feasibility studies on 
downstream irrigation systems. These 
studies highlighted major environmental 
issues relevant to each irrigation system.
In order to overcome this shoricoming 
the Ma haweli Authority with the 
assistance of the United States of 
America Agency for International 
Development (USAID). commissioned 
Messrs. Tippetts-Abbet.McCartlhy. 
Stratton (TAMS) of the USA to undertake 
a comprehensive environmental impact 
assessment of the Accelerated Mahaveli 

project. 

The TAMS Report analyses in detail he 
effect of the Accelerated Mahaweli 
Programme on tIe terrestriat aquatic and 
human environment,. Both the 
cumulative environmental impact 
corimon to all irrigation s\stetns and 
project impacts ii (owlist c-am areas is 
well as the upstream Mahaweli watershed 
were assessed. 

The report focusses attention on 
methods of minimizingq the detirriental 
impact and enhancing beneficial aspects 
of the project while stressing the need for 
effective management of the natural 
resource. 

On the basis of these findings the 
Mahaweli Authority produced an 
ENVIRONMENTA_ PLAN OF ACTION 
with the object of ameliorating potential 
envitoronental problems in the Mahaweli 
areas. Its implementation is in the hlands 
of a Technical Cormilte on the 
Frvironment set up ltywhi Mahaweli 
Authloitv and includes iepr('s,'ntatives 
1lol1 various (ovr'iiimenlal and non 
governmental ofl(eris conile(t1(d with 
envnrolnetl cOlsri. 

The inj)l(.1l'nit tiorn o tihw ' ltweli 
I ioglrann ife t 'vitalIv l'o I )s( l i iri'aq of 
larqt ext -ts t t rt 'is ii d wildlife 
habit. tt '('i thIihefit Authorily 
has incorporaid dihlinite r.vionmental 

safeguards in the overall plan and has 
identified and d('tiarcat(l ar('as to be 
cons,'ved for tie fntt'n 

A number of programmes have already 
been initiated, and others will le launched 
in the future to cti;ii the optimal
utilization of natural resources while 
safeguarding the environment 

Management of 
Catchment Areas 

1 i.' upper catchrnent of the Mahaweli isthe principal source of water for the 
numerous hydropower and irrigation 
schemes. 

It displays a variety of land forms and 
covers a number of agro-ecological 
zones. The dominant feature affecting 
run off and erosion however, is the very 
steefI and mountainous terrain. Althouqh 

soil erosion in the upper catchnent couldbe regarded as moderate in some areas it 
is severe. 

A concerted programme for re
afforestation of the Mahawcli upper 
catchment has therefore been laulnahed. 
The Mahaweli Authority. Fnest 
Depai.ment, State Plantations. villagers 
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Niasei /! o ,t.al c. tatin 

and olt ,, ormaniiations share the const ruction activitN will be permitted in 
responsidilit\ of inuiplementinq this the immediate vicinitv of any reservoir. 

.programie 

I tt, Victoria catchmernt are a Wildlife 
retorest,iion of 1.200 acres has already 
been a<, orplished in crilical Conservation 
conseivaton areas. Plans are also Deing 
finalized t lhe )t er reservoir The ,\ccelerated Ma haweli Progranimp 
cItchnichents as well. A n -ior 1al of ihe hous been so planned that all reasonable 
Upper Pkital.eli witersthed will be ians are takorn to conserva th( rich and 
eforested bv tI i-roist De1 )alnient ., Iiid wildtito of the (teveloplent areas. 
under in UlSAll) fnedtd pi(oqltanini,. I.ante and cOnti(flious tracts of land have 

been WiStVed ill terletityV fol tte 
The present tO(ts is oil illplmentilinI soil prt-serviition of wildlife in thLe area. A total 

co sCrv ill io n Im i SLiI s it] tlhe of 190.000 hectares of protected areas 
catchments and for tliS p rpose anl Ole bein ' deve lop.ed as tour notional 
interlraltid development plan is being parks. This far exceeds the total extent of 

formulated. 3ordering the waterlines of new and impioved aglricultural land to be 
reservoirs, a belt of vegetation is being developed under the Accelerated 
established to prolect the reservoirs. No Programme. 
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Small herd of elephants. with baby. protected in the Mahaiweli Sancturies
A system has been (eiigned giving high
 
pfioiitv to li)(radinrq and (stablishing
 
protecthd areas in the prime wildlife
 
habitats, O (atchm rilts of reservoirs.
 
Mid1( along th inaiN rivr banks of the
 

lroject m -a-l i stinq Sornatlivr
 
Sanrctria\' is liutl ex;i'liadd to cover 
5V .000 htuttais dnd ulipgdtraded to 
r1i11ion l) arl stath.I SimiIlrv, the
 
\VasqCoIIvIwa tiict 1t n 
 I esenRe is
 
heing extended nothwamlds to the
 
(colIlicnIci ol the Ambiin Gianma and to
 
the west to link with the Hlunui forests to
 
cover an area of 76,000 hectares and is to
 
be madeIIa national paik. Two other major
 
new protected areas are the Madamr Oya
 
Hationa l Park (_50.000 ha.) and the
 
Floodplain National Park (20.000 ha.). In 
addition, the establishment of a 2(0
 
metre reservation along ai major rivers
 
and streams will ensure the stabilization of
 
the banks that protect important riverine
 
habitats Such a step is essential for the
 
survival of many endangered and
 
-ndemic species of fauna and flora The
 
parks are as much as possible inter-linked
 
by forest reserves and jungle corridors.
 
These will confer maximurm ecological Leopard in its onn habitat
 
and genetic resilience on the system as
 
well as safeguard tie routes taken by NI
 
eltphants for wet season feeding and dry
 
season waterino. Each park. is being
 
bordered by buffer zones, and will benefit
 
I)eople living in the surrounding areas and
 
also prevent conflicts between humans
 
and wildlife.
 

Aquatic 
Environment 
The benefits of the present environmental-7 

programme are many It will protect 
watersheds, reduce sedimentation. 
control floods, create employment 
opportunities, promote tourism and 
nreserve ecological processes arid the 
genetic diversity. 

Storage. regulation and subsequent 
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transfer of /%ahaweli waters for irrigation turn ot this century. unless reforestation 
will lead to a series of conrse(iences. The on a large scale is ,indertaken for 
reduced flows of the hahawefi will have a tuielw od purpo,'s. 
significant impact on Ihe Iloodplain 
marshes Flood waters of thIe malaaweli 11W failure to imnipleiment such a 
seasonalyV revitalize these marshes or plo( raime Would invariahly imperil
villus. Rediced flow, will decrease the existinq forest cover, ieopardising the 
duration and nIs unit ude of thn f dinlo iv ir - tre o of gea r theif n t dnd puitt iril It 
,Ind t,eehv d(crase tl ii piodi.ctive iiriflation structures. :ncluding the 
vILie, and ilhl tlite1ie We het raiinq iiissive Iahaweli Proriime on which 
potential of ftese inarshes. [Ine cleation Sit i airka ia kinq havv investments. 
of the folodplain lational Pairk shoild lee dl recautios are being taken to 
provie a ire r ofiiiimo -m it fi - prevenl the indiscriminate felling of 
marshya d a , S o forests in(t , sta(je of forest iesources. 

ClerIing of orests has been restricted to 

areas where it is itbsolutelv essential. The((ileAu Li it oaiSiiirerfd ~l o tIioi'rest ea(fs allbeoct t1o prospective 
possible alteration of water qualilv in htl hestlers redai woscathe 
g roiinfl water anid stilrfa ce water, i t ll tiflhaeli stitleis remaii woo ctd avthe 
from the sub51st antial iicrealSe in th eOf tiimse of h(dini over. so as to avoid 
agrochemicals on the Mahraweli ( onplele nmoval of the forest cover. In 
farmlands, The possible elevation of the colist total clearing prior to sttlement 
groundwater table n ay have,aii effect (il was advocated in the earlier settlement 
soil salinization, project,;. 

in a rnissive pioject likeInthis connecion a proire has erprorames the Mahaweli,to cater to te 
launched to obtain background data on oenergv needs of settlers are imperative.present water quality conitions arid For this purpose large tracts of land have 
pesticide levels in the project areas. Thiswillenalesbsel~en moitorni een set apart dose to settlement centres. w too These areas are to be developed as 
identify potential pober areas as tre fuelwood and utility timber plantation, to 
Accelerated Mahaweli Programme meet the demands of the settlers and 
proceeds. It is designed to evaluate the reforestation for such purposes has 
quality of surface and ground water for already comei ed. 
use in irrigation supplies, domestic 
supplies, the protection of aquatic !ife and
 
for livestock consumption. The Veddha
 

Basic Energy Needs Community 
The land of Binteniie to the south-east ofAlthough the major impact ofthe clearing Kandy was once a mighty forest with an 

of forest areas will be on wildlife, its effect abundance of wildlife. Veddhas, the 
on the energy resources of the rural earliest aboriginal inhabitants in the 
population is significant. In a country country, made this land their home. To 
where about 90 per cent of the population the Veddhas the jungles near Dambana 
use fuelwood for domestic purposes, provided the traditional hunting ground.
especially for cooking, the necessity to The implementation of the Mahweli 
provide energy for this put pose cannot be Project has resulted in most of the 
ignored, adjoining areas set apart for reserves, 

At the present rate of the use of firewood being cleared for development. 

and population growth, there will be no With the civilization ingress, the Veddhas 
fuelwood for domestic use by about the have realized that their primitive life styles 
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cannot AurtI(IchIlonlJer F( cd withFace0
 
a sinilli prsir11nt tnII(,Red Indiarln 

i,~t. , 
 i' ulirq ToIt d tmarcj

sell his peoples' land said, some hundred 
Io
 

years aqo
 

Ii' ,. I, 1 , i, I,it l if., I I 

li'/1H' " ' 11 :1~l ; 1 11"? ,!fl ',1if; l/l,, 


I , IN !tIIIII / , , i , i 

II 1ii tfIt ,,,lac , ITf 

I tt f lih1" '1 1/ 1 1 lt i> 

, l/', l '
, , ,, lies a o se e m ls m 

/ h I' -''?''tt U' ,A l t"*-,xuI/ . I 'ni a-/t/l•n 

I tl/i t,tl' ' t ,l I!:~l., '-* - . " . -!t.. . . - - " " . .. 

II, 1/ 'I ' t,' 'l ,t i i i II, I', '' I',H,'...., 

,,t, ,/ th,., .Ut , 't : .-ln 


./ ,l,,,. II , Ih'naniglala. the new home of the 
, I \',ddlas, lies about seven miles from 

i, , 7 ,, i - 1,, H "i, , thtir earlier homeland. Every effort has 
th , / .,'1 1, ., , been made to settle Veddha families as 

X.. ' /, .,,:! / /l integrated groups so that the same social 
. 1~,,,t' ,.i oesion that prevailed earier in their 

, ,h t , / m -I villages could be preserved, in the new 
lii'o< t, t/ - ,. l, settlem ent.
 

Th1 eVdit.,.s who have lhin asked to The shilt of the Veddhas to the Mahaweli

vacle tlih t tetaditional homeland 
 Settlement area has accordingly resolved 
indion fly l'lt ,c, nu'h like the Red a clash of interests posed by development
Indiin Chiel. 1othe one hand and the need to protect 

the environment on theother.The tand soI hw dhcision t')nMOve to a new settlement vacated will revert to forest as a wildlife
i'11"' was theretore, aiditficult one for the roserye designed to protect the 
V 'Illia. but it Wa s a decision that had to Ci-ltmueient of the Maduru Oya resevoir.
hIe tLken VetdhoI tfn ilies frotn the [I-oevacuationof the Veddhas from theirvillgesolK(andegauwila Kotablakina and taditional habitat is perhaps an unusual
\o-agoda have shilted to Henanigala, the iistatice where man has moved out to 

new settlenlent afea set apart for them as 11lake wav for wildlile. 
fMi It a el i settlets. In the case of the 

ctlana Veddhas, however, it was a Before leaving their ancient homeland the 
,ajority decision taketo this decisive Veddhas, devout ancestor worshippers, 

Step. enacted their traditional ritual of Kiri 
Koraha. to invoke the blessings of their

i' I,'li iS'ii,clt'Ictlv', l tbInaTT 1981 ,1. dead whose remains lie buried in thei,'uothor (I'oom' l'iihiicatiot. Darnbana jungles They invoked the 

I'M, 

. , 

spirits of the lNae YaI~ku who protect them . 
to follow them to their new settlement to 

help them :tart a new chapter in their 
chequered history. 
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Artifacts and artifices
 
The interaction of the Buddhist ethic on 
 royal baths, towering statuary and
Sinhala hydraulic society gave it,to a ,(ilptLines of this civilization, are works of 
riniue ituitIre in early Sri I anka. ii ol epi' proportions, showing a 
Sustained and nourisled by an ordefly refinement of line unmatched later, 
aqriculture,. th eat lv Sinhalese had un1surpassed since. 
enouigh leisure, inbelteen cultivation
 
seasons, 'o hon, their innate- -skils for 
 Modern scholars are of the view that the 
further advances inother fields of human ancient engineers who laid out structures 
e:ideavour likethe Alahara canal inthe Mahaweli 

complex, arid the Kalawewa -
Inthe flt fssoltinle these achievtmenlts 
 Javaqanga in the Kala-Malwatu Oya
reached the height of elflorescence inthe complex would have had to use 
Rajarata civilization, with epicentres in instruments for contouring, levelling and 
Anuradhapura and Polonna ruL. A gLau~ging. The raising of the dagobas,
similar civilization coexisted in the Deep which vied with the Pyramids of Egypt
Sou'fl in Magayna. in the 1 issarnaharania Ipresuppos'e the use of mechanical levers 
area. and pulleys, quite apart from aknowledge 

of applied and physical sciences which
The main achievement of this civilization would have been an essential pre
was in hydraulic engineering. Scholars requisite for such massive constructions. 
are unanirnous in their conclusion that
 
the engineers who were responsible fcr On the initiative 
 of the Minister of 
the stupendous Rajarata tanks and canals Mahaweli Development, Gamini 
would have been backed by a sound Dissanayake, the Government has taken
knowledge of the exact sciences, without the laudable step to set up a special
which the conceptualisation and Museum in Colombo to put on 
execution of these intricate works would permanent display, models and artefacts 
not have been possible. of Sri Lanka's hydraulic civilization. The 

Library of the Sri Lanka Branch of the
The intricate sluices and spillways of Royal Asiatic Society, too, will be housed 
dressed stone masonry-each block at in the premises of this Museum. The main 
times ten tons in weight, showed that show-piece here will be a working plaster-
Sinhalese engineers were app!ying heavy cast model of a Bisokotuwa, or valve pit
construction technologies, amazing for which Sinhala engineers invented to
 
that age. 
 regulate the issue of water from massive 

dams under conditions of immenseAlas, after the collapse of the Rajarato pressure. Also on display will be a model 
civilization in the thirteenth century, the of typical ripple bans - Relapanawa
Sinhalese who retreated to the hills did which absorbed the wave-breaking action 
not have the need for the software or in massive reservoirs. 
hardware of these technologies.
Eventually, they were consignied to the It is also proposed to have a series of folk 
linbo of forgotten things, and appear to museums at resetvoir sites under the

be lost for ever. 
 Mahaweli Programme to exhibit artefacts 
Itwas with the same tools and skills used which will depict the life-style of those 
for coistruclitint inttricat( hydraulic inhabitants who have had to be 
structures --- some of which have been dehioused, due to the submergence of 
aptly called "works of art by stone their land by the reservoir. 
masons" - that Sinhala creaftsmen 
raised monumental monastic edifices. It must be remembered that the Kotmale 
The dagobas, image houses, palaces, and Teldeniya Valleys have a history of 
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- - - Nhunian habitations from the first century transferred to the new settlements at the 
.J t BC. The people of these valleys have a appropriate time. 

deep culture from a rich humanexperience. Sociologists have pointed out R.L. Brohierwhohaswrittenwidelyonthe 

* -" ""that inhabitants of these valleys have history of Sinhalese civil engineering has 
,. ,distinictly identifiable Cultures. Their Stet that: 

dialects and lift-styles give them adistinct 
J . ,' iihentitv. Oin this Score they, refer to the L .1raItionrs to bil tolir(itioil's 

. - , ., livinq in these valleVs as sLIb- ,Sluice's hare in Ianl/ a ease.. "" I1rnlrtlity 	 fornte 
-ilto,,s. ObVioUrsk' T'eeniva. (,LI to It, ' o .,ltr' '1,7 	 Old 

. ? ' 	 piroximitv to the kandvan capital, is richer 'Jiiit'.Alair1i uth/i ir.st't o'."t th('i(' 
by its exprriences. Dumbara tI'llij'l oi) .'hot, thatIt is to thW ,llt'. (I()+ the 

"., -. , , _ ,,Valley. -eldeliva is located. that Irlot ( /jic l h //(I'qi ('n/where '11i 

~ iy9 Karidvarl kingjs retreated inl the face ot a /rind iriili0 '1111(ipi'srtd htg an nnI 
superior enemy. irirel p/ cc 1r'cC.,,,soi 

T-l-eKotniale valley, hidden ill tea Country When the Kalawewa bund was excavated 
iavines posseses some of the older to lay the foundation for the right bank 
Kandyan houses with the typical inner riain sluice, engineers came across a 
Kandyan ccurtyards laid instone blocks, well-preserved old sluice of dressed stone 

i.nth car vings for indoor games masonry. at the very spot modern scienceitricate 
like draughts and olinda keli. Some of the planned to locate the new one. A parl of 
older houses have door frames of stone the handiwork of the Un-naned Sinhala 
nasonrv with carvings of the Kandyan engineer is today on permanent display 
style reminiscent of Ambakke. The on the Kalawewa burid. 
alefacts in some houses could fill a folk 
iuseum. A good numberof houses have Itwill lie recalled that workers deployed on 

the oru wangediya -- the motar and clearing the dar-site at Maduru Oya. way 
pestle shaped like a dlugouIt canoe, back in 1981, stulabled on the ancient 

breached earthen dam at-the very spot
Indeed, it is a pity that individuals do not foreign and local engineering expertise of 
possess the resources to remove blocks the LINDP-led tearn had decided to 
of stone masonry from houses that will straddle the river. This dam, about 23 
get submerged. For instance. Village metres high and pitched with round 
Committee roads paved with stone slabs, stories, along the upstrearn slope to break 
glazed by usage, will be submerged if they the ripple action, indicates the magntude 
are riot prised out of their moorings. and of the reservoir built here by ancient 
taken for new constructions. An Sinhala engineers. 
admirable use for these stone slabs would 
be in the Maluwa of the proposed -the !Aalraweli Authority decided to save 
Mahaweli Maha Seya at l<,adachora. this structure for posteritv and 

accordingly reguested the Consultants to 
The folk songs and poetry of both valleys shift their riodern rock fill dam a few 
are rich and varied. These are part and rietres turther upstream. Around 1981, 
parcel of the cultural heritage of people Workers removing earth f'ori the Maduru 
who have been disturbed bytheiahaweli Ova dam site on the hund noticed ancient 
Programme. The Mahaweli Authority bricks and their intuition helped save a 
recognises that it is its responsibility to slui'e structure built hy ancient Sinhiala 
ensure that thesefacetgof cultural value: engineers. Today, cleared of debris, the 
are recorded so that they could be sluice structure, which is almost intact is 
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The n:,n Stiuicetail (iiM'oi,ed wth('n construction wiork LdaS undenvaj for the 

oildisplay witl 'IdequIt 
w.ild: trldlk.kuathtf. 

e plotection riom 
ntii' Ma i/un 

+.c .'., 

C).laliind, 
, 

, 
. "'-

Iht,, .k,,< ib i hr it)l;dut~nilt,; k" 
t-thurtllil~I lhlOw , orllIllln, on[Ihto 
,\',,tili(')',fojec t( o<, Il i,'li'dtI(It,; " 

(',Ilildi'lliIIll,[11ll)I(lli l )1,v(.l~l (ltn 

\tit \r II'A ). Mfit 1ilotl nditiIs l, 
%1,0 Oivi -"I iroiisl.h i t ii. , ill t, 1 tiI 
'-poll ()I lhih ilth I(-,ilq lind. 

Itl , ,hiIt'l tii ll(lc tit' \+,llof t illhe 
til1ri lan k 11;,.It( (li d th,ti , 

olteliti 

!1rlr11(1"it<lf()t]I)(! OWl I(ill oftIAh,Iiltit'll,i 

p o. hI' i lan wu ,I-anc of a pin, 

tlill il, ildiiq l nist 1ii1,ttl. % )ri Ml -
o icctvtd wiltilt, ,ttixI(xIais dint ll's 
\tht,
fiftir 

,xitIh-s ,iii,, 
l ii 

-lein isuii ldslill(~l
[r"itli wii S itt o tli( 

lliii teII ( hii I Ailfltl 

IA , lit. l P tdh(itali I roM~k~ll h , hit t '( IlIfillN t rnllit'll 
thiI ',hm(' l 

' 

Ilo it r'II , l( h,'i
Ilw,I ov.<i n ,I I 

onlf. loill t hgodof v I I II Ir 0Ohi L IflOIdC,..-

fit 1(id1e 1ne ,itrdnc toho Ipitc( obPI,llIvI 'mc i c tn ,1;i.;stli,:thait Ralloqvils 
i• 

hi,,ltith- "pot (1n. it) tilt cctlllt(of the illapI 

St io rinea.Itisbelieved that a routed 
Mlp i Of file islanld Would balance on a pin, 
itthe p~in-point is placed exactly where the 
N'<lhoid~i (jliq(' WI 1o0',ihd. Curiously. 

a reI t 101 cal sim iIcne hbal.ht.ad iii Gliranduinkotteu,-s ml~on e hLT.-~r 
Ih ,it.11,1%(I,t] no(,iqifiilni! shulchife:s 

folr lihk
<, 

i,lflid tw old s;ih,tof te 
IN,1ikindo q(,dikle, lhe ho-' - of the (j(!oi(fl 

hils alfie7C Of :1otical. 

In flac!tll,+dt'velilntnl ;11(.,] of the 
Ac(.c ni.'~led /VIallaweli lrfr m e 
..cownslream" - in J%'Whawt-li im~lon often 

Iturn-'; tiI) dltOWAi~S 0 1 remarkable 
arc lateological sigjnificanlce. The 
balustra~de iriGirandUruLkotte - One stUfh 

find,has been p'ri met er-tenced to begin 
with. 

Stone pillars of mnammoth proportions, 
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The Buddha Statue at Aukana 
obviously a temple complex, together 
with a ruined dagoba was exposed in 
Meegallewa in System H in the Kalawewa 
area, a few years ago. Other finds here are 
a malasana, giant sculptures of four 
flowers that appirendiv ddorned the pillar 
heads and four ponds. A Buddhist monk 
has recently built an avase in the 
premises. A concrete altar for floral 
offer ings built by him has however ruined 
the idyllic antiquity of this complex. It is 
learnt that anthills now coverthe sculpted 
flowers and even the resident Bhikku is 
unaware of their location. 4: 

A farmer in Kagama-kattiyawa dug up a 
beautiful slab inscription which has now 
been sent to the Archaeological 

)epartment. 

The Kotmale reservoir which is now 
nearing completion under the 
Accelerated Mahaweli Programme will 
submerge eight Buddhist Temples. The 
Minister of Mahaweli Development, 
Gamini Dissanayake, has directed that 
apart from compensation for the temples 
and assistance to relocate them on higher 
ground elswhere, a Mahaseya should be 

constructed to symbolise the homage of 

the nation to the Mahaweli Ganga itself, 
which unwinds itself from the central 
massit to give its bounty to the whole 
country. 

Accordingly His Excellency President J. R. 

Jayewardene on the invitation of the 
Minister of Mahaweli Development placed 
the foundation stone for the Kotmale 

Mahaseya at Kadcladora in March 1983. It 
is proposed to use some of the housing 
lots used by the expatriate and local 
engineering counsultants for a Buddhist 
meditation complex around the 
Mahaseya. 

The re-settlement of farmers from the up
country, with links to cultural institutions 
in Kandy. especidliy the Dalada Maliga,va 
and the Esala Pageant, under the 
Mahaweli Programme has begun to 
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(I iNC'll fit t li ta~ilr;ih,.,ri 

h reatlO:i to tia'V to 
!Wiierti fif to (!p:n

dl -
,ratlori for s:ome' 2f)0) etri tll hat it c'ulturall efthos of or 

\'O s. pooplo rte not unrdrql disturbed either by
Fr--ee:1 fro o .service, tenuiires, which pe'r soe thr, rn setItle eitll or its rove.rsr impac](t on 
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D. S. Senanayake relaxing in the Rajarata. 
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The Mahaweli vision
 
"Whew tlleiis no tision a people irrig
ation sthuctuies for destrtiction and 
p'i sth-" l
tit, 0rS(o( t of rnclli that followed inits 
1)., s i' .1n,,akc'. * wake. -he Sitif'alese retreated to the hil 

in the W't /Ot' --- 1 w hiClh did not1Ihw1orItaUt llthistory of Sri Lankl. the regtIiie massiv, investmitnt for agi iul-
n1 i l( 'nilen 

-odt tieM,itiweli rollinr tial de'elopnwilt. Trode in cifll

,asrIOi into the sea exited iltin' re and spiwes Ii( 'ived Irlot\. r-d most

resitifr1hil kinq'. their "(l,sses fret ' ,e' ,fli ted Irr thi'spitee wilds. 

lhl IUc.Jdhd willerr
to (lit \'(rl tvithr riIlit 
0 lt,,,lmt.,,i Ari r"it' hayh . 's tliltr 


iraJ (qlhll I"(' J,111111(j with KwAikn ll 
 IhIli , i i riicii 
Orwi>,, i'ritri-\I S. 'tiirrii liretope.itfil~i~rlor~rr~iirraut hric1l
111,w0-sir,, t ril.%h i, tonitrolr1rr)oritl".tidicerrabterlr itl,-, -fv Ileeiohr' 

Jrti ihtv.If:- it -ir rh
fdl," 


,ir: ro [',Jr.!;llr .r l i Lhtl'tJi/ff 
l fti -tel,-1.ru try it ardi.
,tl tlhit 

t(l,)i,ni, h,pIf hr,,irr, / i i ilio-'fsti, 


-I, ii,).
I 

i(lliif I -Ift'folts trs tlrit 
) lil,!(.(w v'l e,liv tilt,. t o, v t 

+ (A,hiva ,v. kj,li[,in.',ii i,,,sh'r~r~, 


ifut'rirfiouuqy 


Ow,.,.',P ritel ttisIi hl~ulnt.liih,theft 

tis (lit ' lrtr' 
Isit,], of 11111 itilatuirl of tlnho ii,.s-,rier'-fivi,il-.y
(. tf .,,vt :,fired I,, 
Iii' h"Ih 

,i" i! 1w ,I t, l ,~ihitionf ft(,
(4 ii,- i ordti toillli161r 

nili, frin ti urolidati tie found 

tiuiiis0tll,.iri hfriri iiinv itk of tli, 

Snirf,,i, h -i t. witil d iitth,. urs, 
 ti 


tli. (4,Sri.Iiini\,.% ril "In 

II . .ir ll it ,,.uh- it , limori 

( w -1Id Owi thiri'rtth etI , 
'\f, lttairm , itxitri (.,t wI m,,eilfrht'ii , r ttin '"r-ttic . l isih s,}- of t hatrd ,l 

-1~il'lv
of HM_ 
riviliirltiit-lh rev,,-ltt to iargfelh.
A 
v,itiv of t olu hit- N--rntfIIri ('dflr 
tdn lkipi, of O-l'i ,mi t iviliiation. 
pr irip,lly the 
So uth In id it 


/ 
.O-u.ruii.ri, 

1-1 (hr iI/I 

nit,>, I ls front 
. mi fi 'i l -i) irll t e 

"~~~( 
, ,, - ',,'Si '< 
i -rsir'l/ /ut - r"!// 


I ; ~h'rr/Ir-',t- uA' ).',',,It, 


,r5 III. I/ ni ., 

,I 1 111,S ,h,1 ,1IS In, l , (ta 

I .V - ir/; ",i ii1ii,il /1i" 

1 
iii,I /0it? (i1n1lii I 1 

10.7. 

the key to tie hwt:jft
o the people was the 
restoration t
o1 the ancien irrigation 
systeril.111h . i I ienin \Vard ( 1855 
1860) tho Bfi sh Governor, said that the 
British Government before him had 
"never devoted a fairproportiorn of the 
revenue towards the restoration of the (1 
morks" and that 'the on( thin that 
1o011 liorne to every Sinhalese is the 
in proveni ent of those lleans of irrigation 

the clim ate rendered 
hich ,tiorid t~trir te itiitfd ow onich the N,., iodestp a l c restoralion iwhich 

a_ t t ortli ill'( Ihu iI-011strs e(tie irct 

t rhfia. [ Ihylatd tilviltort.iilr 
kit tth cohI(i sal ,nsk of ri'on(strlictiorl 

f)I1WaS)IIIttf' that le retreated fefore 
illsriit'ra~liC 
dds. iid sa, their citiesbr g put to thre ter . aind their rieIes 
loote . H lthey 'krl' twh at lhe tre as ui frescL 
ti,the,R~ajor~itaire t -idtoratvv',..-
viarat indestrLAre srie. iffeONh' Mid tlh, 

tiesi wotilcf er(idae. TFire hajndiworIk o(f
their itiineelinil ingqenLity - theirilor l to - , d b m e
 

I'ltiont wrirk - co Id hi iiiide 
, blur 1 ortI)( di!,troyefdflirt (colld

Ihiiir i ir i slic"
t' ll iilr'ni edifices, tile 
tlw. irql d (tobis arf stiltnary -- the 

-'uy 
fst 11 t faith - er iull he defiled 
nit)dlifi-tirid:htthe ttin d eid re. 

Iis . ,itd sir ine, sant-lified by the 

saired fo-tsteps of tIn HI ddlia , aid the 

sru rdrt [Lrfirilie itsiit. erim ined in tte
 
Rajio tiarid tuclediat their hearstirrigs


hu i,,org t In i 
mc 1htilllt& 

Sinhi,,: hearticaid. likeA , itf ividuial, 

- -- rir , te h rn hir r .ie, to t h e,, 

a 
!e'i kl hi tori(:allv twtIoro (ged a oIIId 
di',posses'sed nur se their pride and hid,.,11 iI,Iiiiidn/ri /ritu/owoitirif up
twir titoe, rnitil the torce of their collective 
ri s"i ei ,le in v e sts th e i co tura ftet itlh 

,1i1t till to ecoup tlheir lost ii rtidtan( . 

A , d .while they bide their time tite ale 

rOLIishlrd by hopes alid visions of the 
gtlories of their past. 

Colonialism reiarded te rediscovery of 

the Sindo ertheartland. Itdid riotta
take the
B1 tish colonial rlers long to realise that 

was p , I '% Sit Wifliaii Gregory 

M 7) --i8771,1 d Sr irtihur Gordon 

Hit ii \v1, irtfl¢\'It-It
to .l:,on 4ithe soil. 
- .-S t,-iimaake. ttie Ministr ofAriciltre and aids in the State 

c.oLneii. who later became Sri Lanka'sfirst Prime Minister after Independence to 
lea d the pe op le b a ck to th e Ra jaraf a . A 
feverish zeal to rediscover tre ancient 

Rilaarta COriSLiedt himl. 

[I0ou(ih he seenied ever, inch t;ie earthy 
prai atist,D. S. -,enanayake had the 

f o il to envision that the (Lll 
t riesse fra e fiseoveriiort Ow of the 
Rajarat~i to be a rewarding experience for 

Sler i Iis k . T'Ie vision oI
 

Si/rie 

, ii.tici/ 'rtl'rdh'ci ra.'aic'ih
 
h'w ('4o ill'foll ,o; 

Ill'Iist o I' ii il/it aS a 
i (Ihi/ 01i W/t iif. fri 

/ ,i/ipsf -.nmi/e .iihj1/,'iI t Iii f/u.s ikinlhith 

t /'tf 

,//i I I t/',p .'(i t/ot,ltitoqft'1 11C's'.0/ tff ,iv , thi n tc the ! 
I lit' lCd Ik ( misidivilt'i n o/ 
tMNrv ,icit. ii!1.l i/id CC~ifrio/n 

ii li/j . Iti 

-


' . t ( n . 11 .N C I OI 
.
 

it'',, /-5l 

I 

http:tel,-1.ru
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Elaborating on the same theme de Silva the early 1930's as Minister in 
(1981) comments: charge of Ag-iculture on the 

restoration of the tank"c,and giant 
............holding the key post of canals like Alahcra, Minncniya. 

Minister of Agricultue, he had Giritale. Kantalc. Kalawewva and 
greater i 'iluci'c' than ci,cr before on Parakrama Sanudra. Long before 
the initiation and implementation of D. S. Senanayakc died, paddy 
irrigation policy, and hc was thriving ont',again in the 
dcmonstratcd 'a i.'sionarl zeal in Rajarata. More importantly in his 
peasant set lcewn- ofthcDnlZonc book AGRICULTURE AND 
- as a 1i,117 to the' heartlandof the PATRIOTISM, D.S. Senanayake 
ancient iniqtion cihiliz'ation of the reveals forthe first time how in /tic 

Sinhalcsc! Characteristically, thilrc period around 1934-19.35 lie, as 
was no commitnient to a thcory.or a Minister of Agriculture presided 
blueprint, but instead a refreshing over the first practical steps "to 
practicality ard cominionsense in render useful to the Nation the' 
the ddi 'e and vigour which he waters of the Mahaweli and its 
provided in eliminating legislatic triburfany streams '". -e( adds that 
and burcaiucrati, 14iacles to quick it was on the ia,;iy7 of a report 
decisions.... .. submitted to the Government in 

1908 by W L. Strange. an 
In vain will historians search in files and irrigtion,expeIt. that work on the 
portfolios for blueprints for the return of MahawCli had commenced. So 
the Sinhalese to the Rajarata heaitland. much for those wtho claim 
Such aspirations are but writ inpeoples' paternity for the MahaweCi 
minds. History's heroes are leaders who Project.' * 
unerringly identify themselves with such In a massive programme of enormous 
aspirations and confer on them their dimensions as that of the Mahaweli, 
personal charisma. The lte [. S. designed to determine the destiny of our 
Senanayake had merely seized the people, it is vitally important to ensure that 
opportunity history offered him to lead tne our bearings are correct. !tis imperative to 
people where thev were raring togo! have a -clear conception of what 

cConstitates our inal goal. 
The Minister of tilahweli Development. 
Garnini Dissanavake. writing on D. S. The Minister of Mahaweli Development, 
Senanayake, obsetred: 	 has succinctly encapsulated the vision of 

the great men who conceptualised the 
Mahaweli Pro(Iramnw., 

"......hal If'as ,t'imiarkalel I/it' 	 inl 

nian u'as the u'idc .seepof his 
vision. It u'as tihand he alone', For it 0u71ist be rd'unCii7/ct?'1c(d theiy did 

tvhio realised that Independent riot launchithe Alliueli tninr''lg to 
Sri La/pkr's sa tiation la, in thei. ('l1Sic al p t ril 'oitis a1i('iciltlti to 

restoration of the if'.s' 'oius Iitinfi ('Sll lI liiiC.sto th, cities.oi 'ivicc thi 


il desiitutt'din Ihe DI/I it'. anc.ld (I to IiCcI p'l b'idc 
/ //.IlOtcCtr to 
the r .settleinlnto/ I/the)cople iu 

agqricultuic. Thanks to his 

indonitabewill, lie pr's~sedon in "(aimit L.h~,uidkt'. hAIhI'ING At IVE 
JUtL GKAH'D V/SI/( if,in ,tir h p I hit'd inl 

A tI/SI'()FY th' ('Ce uloi or 29/ilth 
'Critii 0/I 

K. .dc sillvi. SIFtI Dilrfl N ', IIt' ,Cith 
LANKA I )ford (8ii I't '''. mDi' '.saiij oh U S. s,' l.1h2tc. 

http:1934-19.35
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keep the wheels of indiustrY moving. 
Nor were they thinking solelj of 
emploment oppotunitics that the 
proqrantm,( would throw u. Of 
ceurse the't cqXp'ctcd Iffic' a.'spin-
oft ienc/it., /ron a viail , 
delt lopm'ent lo"ipi ,O' Ihe 

Al li;a i . 1'kcr' tMan are jt b11in9 cl-
ttL'.l; CI)cCIl h ffect o/ti Alaieh to ieoilAcntrptall, 
t) impolfce tih cillallt/ of tile of tie 
rural int(riol thut thelh' men of 
vision enl1'isaclcd u',a.s thef)aun o! a 
M' halc'hi Ea. with t10 ('tIUr,, 0I!hc' 
pcole to tIcflanci('nt hlncland ill 

Ill(h,,'lins. 11c1l' i.'ionlcd tid n, 
thcr lt1ning to their traditional/hl~ ili'1 t t hlt'l I 'C idic'cIwaken 1I,
t ilcthelta Ithwold buiJtvl~J Ia)nthic'shing1/1(11 Cl l11ral et/hos -nd build i f('ll 

Cil'ili/za ion li/c thlat aWhir/
floali l Al rlathat and 
P lori-a .......and 

Mahaweli Programme off the ground. 
Their amortisation would spill over to the 
next generation. This generation has 
correspondingly trim med its subsidies 
and other welfare measures and put up 
with a high rate of inflation to ensure that 
the Programme proceeds without let. 

In a way it is teasier to identify what we donot want, from the Mahaweli than to state 
what we really want of it. Neverthaless, it is 
of paramount importance to c,,/stalise 
our thinking, e,'en though one may be 
accused of being too futuristic, idealistic 
or Utopian. There is a vital nee1 for a 
'Mahaweli ideology', for a Mahaweli-
orientation in our lifestyle, 

It i'; admitted that we must modernise our 

dmte
agriculture, establish better townships 

housing and set up industries. Our
aims should not be circumscribed by the 

because the new winds of change seems 
strong. 
The type of life and society that was long 
te i of l culd s t bedscrong 

as a just society', or as a 'righteos 
society', althogh the definition and 
understanding of these terms and 

concepts became much clouded in 
recent times. In the Mahaweli areas,
particularly in the Rajarata the basic 
ingredients or such a society have 
endured to the present day. In a symbolic 
form, the tank, paddy field, its threshing 
floor, and the dagoba representing the 
basic elements of this culture. The tank 
representing science and technology of 
that society, the paddy field and its 

floor representing its economy
and tile dagoba representing its spiritual 

base. The entire sociai system of that 
great civilization appears to have been 
centred around the attainment of mental 

Xhat do we expect the communities in 
the Mahaweli areas to be like, say fifty 
vears hence) Would it be sufficient to 
stop at providing only water, land, hamlets 
and townships and other material 
conveniences, as it was the case in most 
older settlement schernes? Surely. Sri 
Lankans who claim, inheritance to an 
advanced civilization, at a time in history 
when some of the so-called developed
nations of today were yet unborn or still in 
their rudimentary stages of cultural 
evolution, do hardly wish to see the 
creation of a future so iety of able-bodied 
automatons of computer age: particularly 
after sacrificing so much in the name of 
Mahaweli for the benefit of future 
generations. It must be recalled that we 
have had to fall back on enormous loans 

concepts o self-sufficiency alone. We 
should refine our products to service the 
foreign market. We shall build a modem 
agrarian society. However, the Mahaweii 
Village. the Mahaweli Town. the Mahaweli 
family and the Mahaweli man which we 
envision should all be well-structured, self-
reliant and viable. 

In formulating the new Mahaweli society 
let Us not be dominated by foreign
ideologies but be open to the winds of 
change. As Pandit Nehru said 'Let us 
open our windows to get fresh air but let 
us not be swept off our feet." 

In our endeavour to help plan our future 
let us make a concerted attempt to 
develop aMahaweli society well.anchored 
to our "roots" not because we must 

peace and happiness, not merely through 
material means, but through a system of 
time tested values and ideals. Everything 
else was merely a manifestation of this 
system of values. A glimpse of the type of 
rural society that prevailed before the 
impact of colonial rule in the villages of 
Nuwarakalaviya is given by Brodie, one of 
the first Government Agents of 
Anuradhapura (1856): 

'crou., assaults, robberies and 
murdcers ar. all but unknown, and 
during three years I hare not had to 
pb,,s/h one naliu' of the district for 
pilfering" * 

He added: 

['To circ tlct-s ('.ercise a 
and credit facilities to (letthe accelerated repudiate everything foreign, not because 

we believe that everything foreign should 
frst iCial teat Oite pearethet
/irst that for the last thte iarsthere 

be rejected, or because everything has riot 1/tn a single teirn i the 

-Foct'loid to NIAHAWII.I PRO.IFC.S ';
P'ROG(3(MAIF 1984: A Atlistnil of Ialds &, 
Land Dclopmnt andct Mahawli 
Decclopri-nt publicition. 

didistrict: 
geneous should be protected andpropagated, but because of the 

conviction that thousands of years of 
accumulated civilised human experienceqh n lldri n int K  ft ,. . . ...f- 'I - - -... 

the lattcr there are no 

Ac. idttc oital :,4atic Sncict 
.Jolinal(Ct'llol) I hl.III.1856 1858. PP 
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Similar comments are made several 
decades, later on the discipline and 
resrrfint ol the ti lankans dtmino the 
K'irrdv l t rilrira blrAirarida Coonmars

\,' I )"n 

A I I I )I I0 , 1t f 

.... 

it1111 

. 
, I 

r n.... < ib'm ," )it! -!/ra I i 'l it' 11. 

/l/,/'tim',n'th it tho, llh thc'tc I'n'tc 

L1h1in Ic 'Itic,O' it. 

4 1'isui c,"N11/stii 

ti' ,,,in'/It( 

II,(/ tit) I 

his time ( 1()08) with th i [ it, I, Ithir 
1%

noteud thatl: 

'In ttiw ,t c np( i i 't'W I 
Ilt i't 4"C ( '110 

,,V , 
m 

lt ,>1 f ' 
/\1110 .11 11c 

111t177C W 1',, It I C'I /I' li4'it4t -,il t u'+f l il0 t }( .., :I1h'fth ,/ ' 

ft d uh h litl 'i /Irpi 'hud hifIliv 

cont t'lud seo iwt'\'. I liilrhtnis societv 
wthiCh CxOUld uphoM()Idlld MrainItainlthe 

1rciditiomi~l v~flu- -vsit( Ills, mid hiqth mo~ral 

A 11,, r'' lo Idill/ ,ddjl 

!I I ,,ifdi ',s o r ltiori. ho)4'\'4. %0lrat 

HKodic irl'd i)iv i huln \ ,'r only 
h1t-chk ,.t, ifl wit'llminls of I civilizalion 

V'hih1 had ('l1I)ist'dsuveiaI Ctilturies 
-a liti 

'" ritirri to this tiiitioiiil Siilala 

1lctrltlnMd sh i dt huiis t(1toill r1ttrn to10 

lilt V'iltiiSo fl,it sOCidl ,';t'M which 

wilhitlind 1114.wind' , o( (ha (j'. Iti, Ot 

thws, lock" thillllt tiitiirfhlmlvw(li 

oC1i' has to Iw d.velopd. 

W hev'e a dreart, flit !hirle will be a rapid 

rrowtlh of farnilinds iithe Riarca ,vwhich 
Would, jtrodLiCi' the itik of t1e food 

requirelents ett Sri Iai ka. ieavinq a 
considerable s firplils.for export to som-e 

x Ananda Cooen,,iatsuiary, 
Sinhala Art, 1908-p.39 

Medieaval 
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of the neighbou inq countries as welI as,to Ca.,hcrotis ,l,ilicreasinglypopular 

cortain other pars of the vorld. 

We have a dream. that ini -1world 
,tlrIPPlino' With ,ireell v Crisis, Sri i nka 
will h(e' h vtl-he' fyhydropower 
resuriire>- of t~r hraeiliirn lgt 

We l( , I thIittheie voulcj oe a 

(Ilov~lh of litrrltlhv rrhrsl,,tl\' Who'4t -,trri 
.k,oukJ r/(iot'wwco)lnd to that Oftjany oti-tr 

'.,('(hfin Si I ak,mn.i ;o:iJoV whose 
child in .,tl%0lkw, lhir s,,irne ilf orluliti(,, 
,I,, thods, olrn inl- rrtillltnvirorilnents 
ill O l tmot.popi rtll, arts of he Island. 

\kV' hdvea , Ifiit the traditional 
hOftidirld (Afthe Sinhala people agair 
1)('i0111r-S the ((rt (fgravity of the entire 
nationl 

In the unfolding of the curlain of the futoite 
the glrowlh of urban centres in the present 
halhawe:,i areas would produce a 

Th/ I rro of 'heVi oria Power House largest single source of Power for Sri Lanka. 

hier, chv of r,W cities which would finally 
sLi)1)i, It the development of 
Anrrirdllaprr to its gristneglory. as the 
capital city ot Sri Lanka. In this hierarchy 
ot sett riints. lrinconialee would regain 
its to ll .istatus ilsa leadinq port aind 
I,0lhci Iir 

i h,;.Vta deiam, that there will be a 
lvoe( ' se process of the disintegration of 
it,Ra arata civilizat ion after a lapse of 
eight centulies. loqically leading to the re
cleation of the Sinhala heartland. 

Sri I anka, dl 1o its (jeordlaphical location 
ithiwrl the sea routc- .k'een East and 
West and its irnxirvrit) .dia. had always 
been the mectini place for people of 
different races and religions. This has 
inculcated in the Sinhala Buddhists, who 
al\vays forned the rmajority group and the 
hard core of the Sri Lankar society, a 
sense of tolerance and peaceful co
existence, throuiqh their religion, and by 
many a lesson in history. 
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r/(. *.t'itchtltadat nt1tniat,,. with the thotniah, Oita in Uh, hackqyound 

:, This accommodating and non-violent 
attitude was deeply embedded in their 
system of values and ideals except when 
their very survival was threatened. 
Although these attitudes have 
occasionally led even to their temporary 
subjugation by invaders, their ideals and 
Value systems remained unchanged. The 
continuity of the traditional culture and 
value syslems of the Sinhalese which 
eschewed violence is vital for amity and 
peaceful co-existence among peoples of 
varied origins who have made this 
country their home. 

To underscore this trait of tolerance it 
may he recalled that the Sinhala 
Buddhists are uninue in the history oflthe 
world, for willingly inducting ,SouthIndian 
Hindu Kings. and providing for Hindu 
shrines in Buddhist vihares. Such 
tolerance and restraint isunique although 

th,furincs at Kotnialc. tinder constnictian. it is often mistaken for weakness and 
lethargy. 

It is vitally important inplanning the futUre 
Mahaweli society, that we should not 
concede to the pressures that would lead 
to any disturbance to the traditional value 
systems or change the historical balance 
among the people of Sri Lanka. The 
processes of cultural assimilation which 
were operative in the Mahaweli area 
through centuries should be fostered and 
encouraged so as to see the birth of anew 
soci,.y. rich in culture, but well anchored 
to its traditional roots. 


