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ABSTRACT  This study insestigates the ettects of three aspects of women's
status on the tertility of Thai women. These include marriage arrangements,
patteras of intratanutiol desision imaking. and women's human capital skilis
and cconomic a-tivitios, The analvsis is based on datae collecied in the 1979
Astan Marriage Survey i Thadand, A multp!le Cassitication analysis s ased
to mvestivate tertilitv bevond the second birth Suren ol tables and multivar
ate proport:onal hazards models are nsed to study ditterentials i the rat
at which women aw’th twao chitdren have a third tirth, We test the hypotheses
that the cttects of these svomen™ <tatus variables o tertibity are (1) preater
1 oan urban setting thao i g raral settme and 21 mereased atter the Thai
reproductive revolution: Weadentay altural ditterences motertility decisions
between cthiue Thas iwho have a oidateral Kinship svastem with uvorilocal
restdence) and Thar © hinese e ho have o patrdmeal, virdocal Kinship svstem).

BACKGROUND

The United Nattons (380 1USS) has estimated that between 1960-05 and
195085 Thatland experienced 1 percent decline i its tertility rate, with
the total tertlity rate dechining trom o4 o 3o children per swoman. This
fertilitv dechine s amons the most rapid cverrecorded tora popalation and
was achieved primarthe byomeans ot increased contraveption (Knodel,
Chamratrithivon. anda Debavalva [9sTr By JOs] o percent of currently
marricd womern of ages 15 b soere procticms contraception and nearly all
ob these (960 percent) were asing an etfteciive method tRamnuansilpa and
¢ hamratrithirone 1985,

Fhos rapid change e Thar reprodeoctece behavior has been character-
ed apthy by demographers who have docmented this terhility transition
as a “reprodicive cevolution” (hnodel Chamratrithirone, and Debavalyva
F9R7)0 These researchers hove suegested that tour tectors combined to
produce the tertility transition: (b rapid and tundamental social chanyes
that increased the percenved costs of childien; (21 a latent demand for of-
tective fertilite control tor at least o generation betore the tertility transition
boecan: (3) the urngue receptivity of Thais o dediberate tertility regulation
asan mnovative adaptation to changing social circumstances, which is as-
sociated with the velatively high degree ot temale autonomy, the focus of
reproductive decision making with the couple rather than Larger kin sroup,
and the Theravada Buddhist emiphasis onindividual responsibility; and
(-h the ettectiveness of organized eitorts o mcrease avareness ol and ac-
cessibility to ettective and acceptable means ot tertility revulation, The finely
textured community stadies by aura (1979 and Podbisita {1983 provide
considerable supportiag evidence tor this account.

Although the combination of these variables, unique to confemporary
Thailand, seeminglv has produced an unusually rapid decline in fertility,
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Backgrouind 3

The situation is quite ditferent for ethnic Thais among whom the fam-
ilv is organized on the basis of bilateral Kinship ac.d inheritance and there
is relatively Tittle interest in family genealogy. Marriage is mainly by per-
sonal choice, with some preference that the spouse be ethnic Thai and that
the families be of more or less equal cconomic status (Foster 1975 Lauro
1979; Ka- tman 1960; smith 1973 Wijevewardene 1967).

Fosier (1775) has constructed a tolk model of the traditional Thai house-
hold decelopmental cvele based on the follow ing reswdence rules: (1) after
avouny couple marre thev Tive with the wife's Tamidy (this ollows them
to save resources tor their own householdy; (2) the couple stavs with the
wites parents untb then nest daughter marries and brings her Spouse into
the hotsehold thon the oldes coupte leaves o establish an nadependent
torseholdsand G hen the corneest daushter onnries, <he and her hus-
band -ty permanenthy o care or e parents and inhertt the house,

However the ontent o s hicb md e nduals adhere to these norms of be-
havior o e ownorestdentiol decsions carie Thailand has been harac
terized o having o locsely strectuecd T codiocnltural sostem inowhich
mdividuals crercise o substantial deoree of Ltnde i their contormity to
norms (Embrec M9 A thoneh e notien of o looecly tructured socioly
has engendered mudh comtroversy evidence rom the 1979 Asan Marriaye
Surves in Fhatland demcnstrates more diversity i nuarital eperiences than
strict adherence to agrecd-on patterns o Fohavir o onld have permitted
PChanratrthitong 1983

Foster 8750 anests on the basis ol his anthropological study of teo
rural vitfave iy central Thaland . that the traditonal residentied rules are
senerally tolfov cdbwith the caception that nicre sons live voith parents than
enpected. Morecver swith the imareasing movement of voung people from
the villages, it less necessarny for chaddren o spend time with their par-
ents toaccumulate resources tsince they ty pically enter nonegricultural em-
plovment), ~o that all children have about an conal chanee to remain in
the househobld, This deviation trom the traditional pattern mav result from
recent population pressazes onland and the celated tragmentadon of hold-
ings, as well as the - peting apportunites tfound in Banghok and
clsewhere.

These aspects of the Thar famihy system mav enhance the position ot
the wite as she works ont the patterns. of faruly decision making and the
roles and responsibiities that will characterie her marriage. Fhis teature
ot That society has often been noted as one reason for its espedcially rapid
fertility reduction (Knodel, Cnamratrithirong, and Debavalva 1987),

Cultural norms about husband and wife roles and their implications
for tamilv-building behavior can also reflect influences trom outside the fam-
ily. Greater individual autonomy and more equal female roles are charac-
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teristic of the Theravada Buddhism practiced by most Thais, whereas Is-
lam appears to reinforce male donunance (hnodel, Chamratrithirong. and
Debavalva 19870 Th mass medieand formal <chooling mav enhanee pur-
sonal modermity promotmg the adoption of a small tamily size (Faweett
and Bornstem 200 Caldawell 19820 has areued that the mtrodudction o
tormal education inte o population establishes the wdea of extratamilial
soirces of atthorty vedeoes the salue and inorease~ the costs of chaldren,
and enhances e decon niakane poscr on women ol reproductive age
withm the v AR oo oo e boen rdentitied as ulti-
matecavses of et donode comaiing et che Cambvieens Oppong and
Churen 19T the featere o meocdi e el e e ostent to sehich e
males miab e or mboe s o oo thar atfect the e ation of tamily

resotitees mcbudie o v oted ook e i the o 8 ason 1983

'

Poomomn thoorie s have dhirected attention to e pariance of fomale
educainion anad oo ol b s e o Banan aprtal i estment
Phat i e s the Pttt s e cemae s atoearns thereby snorea o the
cpportunite costs assoorates e e hidb e e aid hildreanme b asterdin
TS Bardsall 29T e v gritaice opan b e epitad by be
connve cantidle cmplovod o the L oroe cnpreaally those sl maore
Shaltedd cond Botten PLRTIS oD e pet e e cppent e that compete wath
traditonal woite and mcthers roles S pcnn aoet L Lavio Mannila 1979
Cochrare Ty syl competing tode o ab s e Gcomient Sreater aceess o
ettt il oo O OB it Feen U e e iy therr poten:

h

Uttt e bicso desoaon mab e oo abdeell TO82) angd mpres
g ther s oo anned Bt throne b new Lo of etectnee
contrac o

Flossewer Yo nd Padarc s o point oul thar such eriects are not

unttore Necepratdo s baldoare araneements and the focation and natur

ot worb activities determiie the oot S v o b ook vecompatibie orin
compatble sopth chnbdbenrme Uy rionity s tor hotsehiold coo
creamportant o the cecaed wrh thenr cttects

dependime o cbe s ortanee o swaee Liber ol thee potential coonomn

DO ot

contritbgcn v ot er s aned Chihdren.

Avaibatde o fongs szeests thiat the saoal and tamdy s ontest alledts

the ababite o vomen oo substontal retirms to ther skl and school-
s Returns to human caprol are greater o social environments with o more
diversitied fabor tore and ditterentated wage structure, fvpicalhy cities
(Cochrane 1953 Fernale vobeswathin the tamihv and the degree of sevrole

Sttt reheien Bt s imager cites toon terahiny thiroteb ol

PooThs arcument

tural norms ot rectnte aperoprate ave b oender toles We beteve that specitic
rehyious doctimes on fertthts and conerasccone e practice have mimoe mauences be
cause they are frequentts contradictons otten musunderstood and, ooy event
woidelv gnored tas tor comples sath view s toveard abortion ameas; Thar Buddbistsy,
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Background

equality between spouses also is of importance, insofar as many occupa-
tions require women to work outside of the household and are not com-
patible with childeare.

These explanations of fertility decline |mpl|utl\ assume that the num-
ber of children a couple has is the result of a decision-making process. In
the simplest scenario, the costs and benetits of an additional child are de-
ferrimed, and the couple will continue having additional children until the
net value of another child is negative, at which time thev will limit their
tertitity,

However evidence trom the demographic history of Europe and se-
lected Asian nations tincluding Thaland) shows that fertility repulation in
a population need not appear in response o social and economic changes
that alter the net value of children. In many popalations it appears that
the critical factor is the recognition by couples that tamilv size is subject
to ranenal decision making aved control tCoale 1953 Nan de Walle and
Knodel 1950: knodel, Chamratrithirene, and Debavalva 198750 This per-
spective suggests that fertility behavier is influenced by rational planning
considerations including attention to the costs and benefits o children,
onhy atter couples recoonize that teetility imitation is possible. It this o
planaton of the fertils v dedine m Thailand s valid. we would expet to
tind evidence of limited eftects of women's status variables on tertility prior
to the Thai reproductive revolution, and ¢ rather large impuact atterward,

Hypotheses
On the basis of this prics rescarch, we formulated the following hvpotheses.
Lo haditional Thai marriage forms consisting of individual selection of
spouse with parental consent, o fevmal marriage ceremony, o brideprice,
and worilocal postnuptial residence are conducive to limitation of family
stzes Woe evpodt, therefore. o find an association betweeen marriage form
and tamily sire among ethnic Fhais who ditter in their adherence to these
marriage patterns, as weell as between ethnic Thais and the Thai-Chinese.,
2 Women with greater individual autonomy and power in family de-
cision making are more likelv to limit their tamily size than are couples
i which the male s dominant. This hvpothesis assumes that because
women expericnee the increased opportunity costs of childbearing more
directly than ther husbands, they are more inclined to tavor fertility reduc-
tion. This premise seems soundly based in Thailand (Shevasunt and Hogan
1979) but need not apply in all societies (Mason 1983).

- Women whoe are more educated, who are in the paid labor foree,
ane’ \\hn hold higher-status, better-paving jobs have lower fertility than
other women. We ¢ pect these effects to be greatest among, urban residents
because of the more ditferentiated economic opportunity structure of the
city.
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£ Women with greater individual autonomy and power in the family
are especially able to carn a retarn on haman capttal investments and there-
fore thev are more likely to Himit then tamily s,

5 The eftedts of these women's status variable< on feriline were minimal
prior to the reproductive revolution m Phailand. 3y 1970 tamily ~17e was
within the calenlus o rational decsion iaking, and e offects of women's

status varables on fernlity o eeased subetantally

Fortility: over the Hite cotre

Pors useiul toovievs Gec e ] behavior of wonien e continuatly
cvolvmg over e B e ae Uiy e Bangine social enyironmoents
PEIder B 7S Teatbernian 1 Thew ool e ronme nits e demuar-
cated by the evperiences and oppeesartes associated with poveer and -

Coss o economine tesotrces an the conanunty, s ithim the coresidential

taevilheand e catendod Bins lo tinberaand Jernihis decraons s
Pecessary toconsader bt b oo t socal e nononent andd e
wWavs i w hich social e oot v o ross e Bee s N e [Us S
Thos foandersiand v o conple s s additonad bartls Gr Tonat ey

Fortilitn, o yreccwar L tady the sruation of that uu;\l‘ b e e

Were asseentnge o g o ancther chold and e s v biether o
Practice vontroces o Ryl 19T b oo by 1T

Resear heoas D e b revcoatodh demonebated thad o T
desie at leat e o Bbiien s thore bt cpder oo move boaveand ol
bessmies con o el cuen anons Hee e ro ey Dartne oo
horte, e Jusd o crttaceptoce Prevabone o sorves andieaie that only T

}

percent of riral soenoand T percent o wrban woomen v bie bed married
e precedins e s ear e anted fower thaen oo coddren. e modal tam
i sive Gosned s e o chaldren e prrcent of rural and ol percent of are
ban warnens Ao o quiter of Bortcthe urban and raral swomien dosired
three chitfdron and ondy aboid cave e proterred toor o more Chiddren,
Behavioral dato md aie that vers fos women voluntarly have tewer than
two Children
Fhuee s the Rev vy buddding doesision potnt tor That couples comes
Hrer e buth o the secomd chtd waith the decrsion to hmit the tamily size
Stwo children oy G bone o third child « auples then sequentiatiy decide
about higher parits Fithe and these decisions poanth deternune the num-

2 Focus group discussiens swath Thar men and women of ditterent agres show that older
men and women are quite consaous of the changing social and economie situations
in which they made their tertihity decraons, These changing circumstances trequently
are pointed to as the reasons why they pradticed contraception to limit their family
size (Knodel, Chamratrithirong, and Debavalva 1987,
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ber of additional children a couple has bevond the minimal two-child tar-
get. In this paper we focus on these critical fertility decisions?

DATA

This project uses data from o dewailed Tongitudinal survev of representa-
tive population samples of That women of reproductive age trom rural and
urban arcas of central Thailand. The Asian Marriage Survey in Thailand
NS was conducted dunng December 1973 and April 979 The data were
cotlected through personal intervieses be caretullv trained fensale mterview

[he ANTS collected evtensinee social ceonomic, and J(’IHH&,’J'.]}‘IH( data
onavomen af reproductive ace ther parents and siblines then husbands,
and other members o the coresedential horschold, The ANS asked detailerd
duestions oo the notmatn e values pertaiing to marriase and childibear-
e and oncthe orgine of those values and it measured the estent to w hich
those vatues wereadbere oo aotiad bebanion Most importani for this
sty the ANMS Collected Complete petropeciee event history data from

‘

the respondents about then education resadence Libor torce participation

and Occupation. martaze. o rertin eopetences over thew lite spanc The
cvent histenes record cverc catus chne op statns aed aates ot Chang s
v each ob dhese Tire doraams csoad aned o Bapoi 190 hapon 1979 The
AN homnterveewed the Basbannds ot e romae restoredentss Thewe daia
Are Bot used et anadvage

Crne st eserore cotion s e analose o retrospectine data owing,
o ovcastonal tarlure o recdl cvents o mcorrect dani of those events (Potter
P77 Severthieless woch Bonentudinad data are essential for g caredal Tite-

cottrae anal, <. ot Limnu:',::z e bebovior cheatheran 1950, Rescarch on

)
t
resporiee vl saseeses tha Fhat e spondents are af feast as accurate
!
{

as o Amernoen I"'*~PUI\\H'H(\ s providing bast demographic intormation

tenodel and Paompr 1970 Ferthermore, the ANS Gaed fgorous micthods
to trame and clesebe supervise the coht etervieners, Tield enperience
demonstrated it the Hte-history mratrec e hich faciitates comparsons of
activitios across e demaines at cach aoenwas an etfective method tor he p-
my respondents recollect therr lite bistortes: This clabm s supported by tabu-
Lations of the AN cvent histony data that indicate tie histories are virtually
complete tor most resporcients and provide no evidence ot age heaping
or other svstemuatie brases at the ageresate fevel

S5

SOoANe AtemPRte T e L pelioe prectve aneston ondeal tanulv see to determine swhether
additional barhy wmnd the wocond were wanted or unwanted. This analysis it
not produce mearneiul results, presumabiy because of the obvious ditticultios m-
volved in the use of such a crude ‘md unreliable mdicator of prior tertiity itentions

{(Knodel and Prangpin 197710 We theretore resrict our analvsis to differentials in re-
corded tertility behaviors,
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The ruzal sample was drawn b m g sroup ol three adjacent fambel, g
ographicallv and ~ocialiy detmed as one commumity focated vear the conter
of Viceschaichan Discect Angthong Provinge, approvimatens S kalometers

conbdy IR IR
S s total ot

from H.)ll‘sﬂu\[\ Fhias commma ety oy Dodod ety o
approvtinately 2 2N hoascehobds Forteen of the vilfaoe wore wohected er
incloaon m the sredy, An attenpt was maede toomtersion all ever married
nemnen et ages e Adtogether o587 cuer munmed wemen mihese cillages
were fnallv mtervicaoed

Fhemban s unple was based on the Staster sample of the B makok

Meirapob woich was dovedoped taothie fepartiment of Apphed Statistos,

Noattonal fastitite o s clopment Adminestration m 197N Ssawatti and Sar-

saviechon 1978 T St cansists o 200 randomby selected Dlocks,
representing mors taan ndoR Bocks of 21 administrative divosions o the
Fenghoh Merropolis Prom e 2000 blocks i the Master Sample, 24 blocks
ceore randombv sotected o mclusien e the AN Within tiese 24 blocks,
vt ews were conducted wath b ever married women betw cen ages 13
and B producing o tatal of 31 It e,

Fhe AN aincluded o thud <ample stratum reprosenting uban squat-
s not resident e the established areas ot the Banghok, Metropolis. This
~ample was dravw o by interviese i s evermarried 1R vear-old swomen
cooadent i eighteen of ity oven blocks i the Slum Kong toev vielding,

complefed mtervies s wth 07 vonens We love not indluded this <lum

\
ponubation v our e of trban Thas Behavor becatse of s estreme
~ocial, cconomiv nd residcatial hieteroseneity Bor His anabveis however
v have combined data tor dhe Thad Chinese I tro thas slumowith that
ot ather wrban That Clunese mierviewed m o the ANS. This was done to
micrease the sample -ize tor this group b oploratory wabulations mdicated
that vate ot the third-partte progression ameng the Fhai Chinese did not
ditter sigmiticantly betascen the two sample strata.

o avaid an overrepresentation of carly grartiers inootr arban and rural
samples, we have restricted this stady o women of o 20 and older tan
age by which 99 percent ot Thai women marey . The analvads i based on
currentiv marred women awith both the hiesboand and seotfe e tesd moar
riage to avord tertihiy ditterentiads arvising fronn comples mantal histares,
Because we are mterested in fertihin bevond the ~econd Bt e oy e v

i

stricted our attention to somen w e lad ot beast feoo Childiess i the
second Dirth occurring Bebseen oD and 19700 The arboan population in-
cluded onhv those women who were alreads resident in banohok by the
date of themr second bt Thewe rostrctions resclt iy analvsis sample
of 257 ruvab wormen tall ethine Thag aind 202 b women tof whom 126

were ethnic Thai and 76 were Tha ¢ hine-cr s

4 Thereas noagrecd-upon defimmon o Chunese cthinary i Phaland We have classi-
tied as Thar-Chimese o woman whe was an urban restdent 1t cither her mother or
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SANMPLE CHARACTERISTICS

We begin oy deseribing the characteristics of these mothers with two chil-
drenon various dimensions of women’s status, including then marriage
arvangemicats pattorie b mttataidal decision makdeg ad liman capi-
tai ~skitis and cconomie activiies We aleo vompare the cural and urban Thais
anct the Thae Chinese to determine ditteronces betwe ca shem in the status
of woret who hond teoochildren cnd seere deading whether to have a third.
Phe ool <ttts and eecderaity o e svemens tamils, taking imto account

the esband - Charactensins, ane oo desoribed
N IAYe Arraneeme s

AT worman b roebean the selection ot Heer spotse {Table

NMore than toaraith dralanedbwrban somen sampled had a period
o catrtship vath theoa e bands pror to nariage. Sitvenine percent of
tre e wonen ane " percent of the urban Thais selected their SPouses.
Courtsiinp woas e Common amony, the Thar Chinese (64 percent), and
cnbv Hopercent ot the Thae Chinese somen acted alone in selecting their
nusbands.

Refatvely teve o these soomen married peice to age 18 inanv of the
arata althoush woeh nruraees doeastelable Ty Kural women marry somee-
svhatcorher than urbarowonen wath the Latter being sorewhat more likely
todelny marriage untibave 2 or laters Phe Thar Chinese displaved less varia-
Dbty e ot marriee with 7 percent marrvms at aves 202220 and their
Juerase age atimarrase s internnediate betseen that of the rural and ure
(ERTERRN SIS

Roushivone-tourth of thie bredes were o hisher <tatus than their hos-
bands and anothwer one-toasth voere tronn Tover status tanulios, displaving

oniv modest ditrerences between the on ups clable by The traditional

brideprice was more commaon amony ragel than amonyg urban Thais (60
percent versts B percenth A brideprice wos pard i 37 percent of the wed-
dings ot the Phai © hinese In<hort, clthoneh the pavment ot a brideprice
s the norom roral arcas. it not so comimon i the urban areas, and all
groups disdhey constderable flevbiite i the paviment of the brideprice.

Phree-cuarters of the rural women married men from their own vil-
lazes (hlh Eovoded trom hoasbands add woves” responses regarding
whether thev chanzed then village of resideice at the time of m. WL ).
Onlv o pescent of the arban Thais and 223 percent of the Thai- Chinese
married men rom the ~ome village as their ramilv, After marriage, nearly

father was born e Chaa or i ber marriace cercmony included € hinese nitials, An
Inspection b persones socassitied saggests that these procedures correctlv identi-
fred o group of swomen who themselves were of Chinese etheicte or were married
to o ar-Chinese husband.
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Table 1. Marriage arrangements and the percentage of Thai women clos-
ing the third birth interval within three vears, by residence and

ethnicity
Residence and ethineity
Rural Thaw Urban Thai Ihat Chinese
Distri- Third Instre Third Distri- Third
Independent variables bution  birth bution birth bution  birth
Courtship betore marriage
Yes 826 SN0 Sl a7 ] 003
No 174 o0 1) 194 S6.0 354 Ta
Role in spoise selection
Bride alone oY 3 5498 791 59,8 JL0 0 o]
Parents or others 30.7  A6.8 209 45.0 A0 705
Age at marriage -
17 or vounyer 120 595 109 714 510 500
I 26.8 5499 9.4 68.8 12,8 800
2002 2.1 630 7.9 560 7.4 T30
23 or older 282 A2 119 476 Mo o0lde
Brideprice b
Yos 596 53.7 1.2 59 37.2 730
No 404 635 A8 547 62.8  60.2
Marriage form b o
Traditional or tormal 6.3 A4S 698 332 919 722
Elopement or living together 307 689 30.2 615 51 250
Relatove status ot bride £
Bride higher 27.3  39.3 221 538 18.3  46.2
fqual 4605 =7 525 373 549 7.2
Groom higher 26,2 AY2 254 783 26.8 893
Village endogamy t
Yes 733 A0S d6.3 3’27 23.1 90.A
No 247 6350 897 593 76.9 639
Residence atter marriage b
Unorilocal 48.8  ARY 173 56.2 9.0 857
Virilocal 176 720 244 6l3 462 727
Neolocal 334 515 58.3 56,5 449 633
Top <A
Top <o

*rp <05



Sample Characteristics I

halt of the rural women lved worilocallv, that is near their parental fam-
v, Uvordocal residence was much fess common among, the urban Thais
(17 percenty and rare amonyg the Phai Chimese @ percent. The Thai

Chimese woere about coallv Blketo e e dirilocalls o the Binshand™s
farado o neotocatov i o nes Jocation gy from both tanihies) atter man-
riaze. whereas ethore Fhoes not Iivme near the brdes” parenis most come
mondbe bved neolocally aee dlso s Bimanondde B9 Chamratrithrony,

Morean and Rindine as

Women« statue

Conparisone el the edicational fevel af the liosband and wite 1< one come
mictedeator of the relative statos of cach i ason 1983 [n the arban popu-
lation basbads tended to have higher educational Tevels than their wives
wei percenis o the Phais and 32 percont ot the Thar Chinese, see Table 2,
Fhevelanve education of rural husbands and wives woas tepreallv equal twith
cech havimy toar vears cf schooling) Onbe 28 percent of the rural men had
sl educations than therr wives,

Phisanobesas inchides b direct measures of the pover of the temale

to ke decistions that arttecr the allocation ot family resources, mdduding

fabie 20 Intratamidial power arrangements and the percentage of Tha
women ddosing the thivd bty mterval within three vears, by resi-
dence and ethnicity
Restdence and ethicity
Rural Tnoi Urban Thai Fhar-Chinese
Distri- Third Distri- Third Distri- Third
Independent vanables bution  birth bution birth bution birth
Relative educational Tevel
ot spouses
Husband greater 282 324 6.3 326 32,0 785
Wite cqual or greater 718 620 397 blA 480 62
Foualityv ot roles .
Fow 55.7  56.2 48.8 038 641 7206
Hiph 413 623 524 494 3.0 652
Wite's imvolvement in
decisions *r
Low 39.2 387 57.9 610 384 653
High 0.8 392 12,1 538 46 753
top< A
“op <,

e p <5,



12 Cultvral aad T oonomie Factors o Thai Tertilily

time devoted to work roles i the home, The first ot these - an indes. ot
sex-role equality based on thie st on three varabics. which coch ncasure
(o a five-pomi scaler the extent teowlach the wite disavrees with state-

ments that swork should be stropeic s Poped thod e woipe Shondd e

eanpect the liesbond o help oonmd the house and tha i dcceptable tor
mente soont sies o ottenas thes woant The second of these direct meas
Ures s~ e or by Bement i des saon b Dased on e s

ot threc varablo < b e meastite on g e Pott o the evtent to
which the hosband orvote desides w b cples tosee s Dorten abott
the e uese of oot househofa e i o mas b ooy e tamih
can =pend o tood s The mdes i lndes otourth varabhe that neastires th

oxtent fowhich the wite disagrees with the <ttement that the nasband
~hould make important ranily decsions,

Phe hugh degrec or temade imvolvernent o il decison making
among cthnie Thas s opparent s these date - Lable 20 Fitv o pereent
ot urban Thars and HE percent of the rurat Thars samphed revealed o ligh
fesree of sev-role cauality iscores af S 13 compared woth onlv 3e pereent
chthe Thar Chmeser The higher desree of senrole evuality ameng urban
Fhans oot transtared stoa areater mvolvenient of the scie 1 tamilv der
Stomes, Bowever with about 42 percent ot eech of the sroups Chaesstbied s

hichiv avolved cacares of 1Y 200 1m0 tamily decisiens

Human capttal and ceconomie activity

Fhe ANS inchudes dati on the wite's o tpabonal expertences at ey poimts
e her married Tites and this analvses melndes o nceasare of the educational
attainment and occipational activity of the wite at the bPegmning ot the third
paritv anterval tlable 3 NMost Thas ot reproductive age have four vears

Ao The vamabies tormines these indeves were ascertamed soth reference to the date ot
the 1979 curvey. They man provide ancmaccurate imdicator ot these vanablos durme
the third-parts inters el st they Tave chansed over time Ehese measimes man 4t

TN .’«‘Il'~

biased results tor the chiedts s omen’s roles onertilits to the etent that
are reaiprocdle attectiod By the terthine behavior ot the couple We thid that the o
fects ot tertilits o istiatandiol power arrangement . are probaisls vreatest at the tome
of the tiest brrtle W Bl e 1 reciproval ettect e unhikely i be g probiemy m
this anebvss s e e oo sl vomen who B e alreads hod ab Teast fao !
drene It the fertih s rnccs o the wotes pover ace cantadatine woath cumulative terad
itv, hovsever then the problon s be ~erous This ooan mportant et tor afl
analvees of cross sectonal o et el ol for careral eoaltiation as maore APDTOPT e
Jdata become availabie

6. Comparison of these data vath AMS et from rural Indonesia and the Plhishippines
suggests that Fiipimo cCentrai Luzony soomen i Hiese ~amipios had wreater sov nele
equalitv onds 27 percent vt fow scoresy and mvelvenent o decision nubane conls
31 percentwith fon scorcag Inthe Indonesia davan samples e role equahity as meas

N

ured here was very ingh tondv 52 percent bad Tow scores whereas actual decision-
making molvenient was somew hat below the Tharfeveb o3 percent waith a low wone



Sample Charecrer!stivs i3

Table 3. Huipan capital and the percentage of Thai women closing the third
bicti inderval swithin three vears, by residence and ethnicity

Residence and ethnrty
Rural Tha Urbon That [hanr Chanese

Distri- Thard Pt Thod Distn- Thord
Independent varables bution birth bution barth bution  birth

Fducation at second birth b
0-4 vears S o2 S a2 N7 760
IOF IDOIe YVegrs 150 512 IN. 6 ASN 128 30.0

Occupation ot seve el birth
Hlowse s ork 7.8 =9 RIS th. Y AU 7003
Smuall trasic hilled tarm 71O w1l d 225 /2T 7767
Shaited or wiaate-collar 2 410 1.1 d4u7 33 7001

Wage wark betore marriage e
No 210 T 173 596 6l.A 778
Yes 2700 348 A7 540 385 373

Wase work atter marrage o "
N PRSI (R 3430 ble 705 7373
Yoes 2750 5T 457 d8R 205 570

Chmien of work atter marriage h
Favarable h2.7 KA 487 538 97 a2
M rieht ot necessan 237 603 233 o2 333 731
U atavorable Bla ds8 279 338 209 674

p < In

. 3 < |

T <R

of formal <chooling, and relativels fow women have higher Jevels of edu-
cation regardless of secal setting, There was remarkably litde population
variability i meastures of tormal and mtormal vocationad ganmy. Fhis pate
ternom the survey sample s comsistent with nationad distrbutions i the

STpercencot the vural wormen worked for wages be-

Cenais of JUNE Oy
fore or atter marrieee The arban woomen mared Gt Diler aees and had
sreater oppertumities teosonko gt pand ol S penc e o one marraee and
A0 percent atter marrnes Dresprte then relativels Lie narrnives and the
wage evmplovment oppocnntios o Baosh ol oy S percent of the Thar
Chimese worked ter wntes Detone inertoee and percent did socattor
marrage.

Fhe fovver rate at whnch rura! woomen did wace work Botore o1 aier
arriage was a result of the himited opportuintties tor such labor m their
agricuitural villages, rather than a veflection of ther opposition to such labor
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(lable 33 In fact, two-thirds of the rural women tavored work atter mar
riage, compared with halt of the aeban Thas aod only 0 percent o the
Fhai-Chineses some 82 percent ot rueal iais were gamtulh emploved -
tev the birth of therr sorond child Beovon of conran t, o pervent ot arban
Phats and 1 percentof the Thar Chinese seere m the Tabor fonce atter Hien
second bivth, Mot rural women (7 percenty were cmploved at sooultural
jobs unskithed tasks, o cmall trade O those arban soormen o b worked
most were emploved gt skdled or white-collar obs Thus sebatnvely haeh
proportionsoveratl o the urban Thae 12 percentr and Thar Chunese 133
porcent sere e tloved st skatled clencal and v hade coliar jobs Additional
tnedsures of humuaan s .);'1:‘1] vestinent pave oork Detore and atter mare
faner work computrent ve biether the sonum cver stopped ok tor g

1y
i

redson related to e fannby s d respondent aititades abont wonien

worbme atter nnorneze proved notto have consistent cltects on the terhihin

of rurel wemen cdHogan Chanratrtbiren s sndd sath FosT) Faploraton

tabulanons provnded <iradar ndimes o the neban residents
To~ommarees these sosults tor rural women work ontside of the Bome

compatible wothc baddbearne aoities Sostraral women work oulside

ot e home ever atter they bear achaid But thay Tabor s miest freguenth
pnpend svork g tamals cuterprese. and tew raral women have had o

waces Daban Thoos are much more kel o have sworked

POTHO s e gD

for pay proos o Beconuny mothers The magority work outside the home
atter they second chald s born but many o1 these women have reserva
tions about wives workime When these mothers do ovork they are kel
torbe cimploved st better paving ol For these women, there may be sub
stantial opportamt, costs assocnated withe the birth of another hild. The
Fhar Chimese hove feaner human capital mvestmenis, and most are already
hotuscuwrves They wotdd tace relatn b limited oppartunity costs trom the
birth of o theed chaid

Familv sociocconomie status

Tacontrol tor the ettect= o iy <odioccononie status on terlity, this anal-
vainchudes date o the hasband's occupation and o measure of overall
tanly soooeco nonie status based on the number of modern goods fwatch
crclocks tieccle radion sewnmy machime, electreal applianees. ete nin the
houschold About anethrd ot the roral men were tarmers, bt an Cotial
number voorked anvarions shalled cratt and manual ccoupatons The hoe
bands o the urban Thas imest commonby woore cmploved at shilled man

wal jobs thoush tally creethird were sobate-collar workers The Tha

Chinese husbands had very hich status woth oo poercont conploved alwhate
collar occupations. Ditterences mosocioeconomic standing betiween the strata

mirror these ditterences i husbands cocupations (47 percent ot the riral,
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A percent of the urbar Thai, and 93 percent of the Thai- Chinese women
tved in houscholds with five or more modeirn goods).

METHODS

Fhis analvsis tocuses onthe third-parity progressien tre, the rate at which
women with two chaldren have o thaird dalds o POTEL Proegression diiy-
st the subjects o imterest are the rabe e hech aowonna i makes the transg
ten tromvone brth o the nestand aittero oees sheleroveneitv s m s rate
between population vrenps borthermeee Chianees mothes transabon rate
assocrred vonb e Toraten o the biethomters ab coomstbattonor iy ) nast be
constdered  Th cotaneeter chat ralbdbe thes o cretera e thie hasard rate
he Bacond sate dewovbe tha Prroporion s eccanen v ho ence birthy daee
i speattied te v sl mone sl v canen soho reae b that cateryal
without provions b vy barth v o cindd ot onder e avard retos
forthe thrd peres Drociieesten e vete v hi b beoo Panty swomen have
cthrd prtho ron vaead ond arb o Thioes and Pl € e are displaved
o brure Booihe AN CGHeored e event lustory data tor aneoal rather

than monehiy aoee o ame: Therctons the hacard rates analy 200 here rofer

ooy S U
Rural Thas ——
Urban Thai —_—
06 Y Thai--Chinese — —
Z
©
T 04
38}
™
T .
02
0 ~ L ! J

1 2 3 4 5

Year after second birth

Figure 1. Hazard rate of third-parity progression among Thai wemen. by
ethnicity and residence
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tovearly intervalsa These rates indicate that Thai Chinese have much higher
rates of third birth durimg the tirst three vears citer the birth of the second
child. For example ot percent 0ot of the Thar Chinese women who did
et lave o theed Doy coths toe e o svonthe of e weeond Child s
Pirth boad thenr theed s hald othim the st Daelve monthis comyrared wath

A P(’l\k[” TR

arebwomen add 3 percent a3 120 or the urban

Thais

Hlacard vanee o by comnbaed o andaed mcthiods oo Jdemos
SrADhC s e e et re Deroentane of the poreleton es
perencin the ot prosrescon Dy each aees Frore 2 displavs the

CLNMMHGIV e Dariy prostesston tates for third Birthie faosad on e hazard

rates of Frcare 1ot the o Cears o8N percent e That Chine se
Bad arcen bt o b shiod Cinld comparec b o U rercent of the
urban and B0 poveent of the vurai Thaes P e diterony on eventnalie vone
verse soiew bat o perhiapsas aoresult of amiontended Batha: bot oven five

vears after e second birth ditfercinces remainm o th 7 percent of the That

08 ——

0.6

0.4 }-

1 having thurd buth

/ Rural Thai -—
0.2 | - Urban Thai —— -
s // Thai--Chineseg — —

St

o
o ¥ ; | 1

Proportio

1 Z 3 4 5

Year after second birth

Figare 2. Proportion of Thai women having a third birth, by ethnicity and
residence
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Chinese, 68 percent of the rural Thais, and o4 percent of the urban Thais
aiving birth toa third child. o this analvsis s ose e percentase of wonien
osig the both imterval within thiree vears cderned trom the Fazard e
cveihvenient s mcasue ot overalt dinderences i the nodeniving
vates of pasty progresaon ton seonien i ceach of the st e e d
cordite o ther nurice ansements relative -t hnan St skabis
G cenerine ot e and Ly sos oo e statis L Ledoe 1d

Mter sy these atial resaltee e catmoate oalteh Classitica-
feranalves INIO N edh ot thie nomber of it Deaond Hhe second
erder toammnare ovenad! ditfetenee- e the Ubsegent fertibity histo-
vies ot these twosparth wonrens Phese miodebs showe thie aet etfect of each
e the v omers statts varnables oot siibsequent iamber o chatdren born,
contrelime e nrenber of vears sine e second bieth and aee st second
brthe Phese models e e o test for mtera Hons Dot cen Hie medsures
S temale role cquelitv anad other womer s alaoas v ables

stabstical methods alse are varlable tor the estimation of the net of-
fects ot mutiple vacbles oo hovard rate cfuma ard o 1950, With
paramatie modebs the analvar specities the tornm of the tme dependence
of e hesard rate Sonpararietric nondels feane nospecttied the wav in
sor b e boacard nate depends o tane bar they a- cane that ot hos a s
AT Eertor cas e o p b corparedisee Laa and Hlannman TUSY b
a tertal evposttion o e model U aetud Jidactne disctesiogs of e
miethods are fond i sorensen 1980 Gnd Tead i 8D bar applications
of these method- o deniographic transtions see Hannan Funa, and
Croeneveld 1977 sandetur and Scott 1981 Menken ot ol 1981 ond Hocan
and Rtaganwa 1SS0 These models are analosots tooa multin s able sure
croaltable and thus tahe mto account the tatl evperiences observed tor the
poptlationatrisk of the event Bat the techmgque does revure the large
numbers of Cases that are required for such survival tables, who b an
mportant corsideration m situations shere surseve il nioderate coam
i stes are bomnye analvzed

Aot these mcodels becin with the assumption that the oo o pope
lation heterogenerty arne proportional at alb timess That s 1 ~cine variable
moreases the rate ot PO ProsiTession DG oertan pren cntace ct one tinse.
it prmimv\ dstntlae Proportionate ine rease e the rate gt other mew even
thotsh the bose rate oo ditler bom one thme to anotie Fhoreh this as
sumbdtior of pvepesbonalie orarel et eaadctiyv the models are relative b
robustor providine an anbised estinugte f the average cllect of a vartable
on the havard rate

Bothis paper woe eae the partial bkelthiood estimation procedures pro-
posed By o T2 1Tt ohain the proportional merease or decrease
m the bazard rate of the thira-parity: progression associeted with te in-
dependent varablos, This model leaves unspecitied the time dependent
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form of the hazard distribution associated with cach parity interval. We also
use these models for additional tests tor interactions between gender equal-
ity in the family and other measures of women's status.
RESUITS

The third-parity progression

The ettects of many aspects of marriaee arvangements on the rate at which
wonmen with vao children have o third birth can be seen in Table 1. The
results are summerized using the percentage of women bearing a third child
within three vears of their second child's birth. Courtehis orore marriage
and the bride's role i spouse selection wore found e . o sipnificantly
related Lo parity progression. A later age at marriage was assodiated with
A lower rate ot third births, but only amcae, urban Thae., Brideprice and
party progression vate were found o be sivniticantly elated onby among,
rural women. Those women whose muarriaee required the pavment of o
brideprice teaded to have tewer additionai hildrer fevond two, Marriage
tore v telated sniticantlv o testilits amony That women in both rural
and uriai arcas Those sohose marriage- were traditional or tormal tended
o have ot o-clikd tanmby e those who qust Tived to-cther as married cou-

ples orwhose martines were aseoctated with clopemenc were more likely
to have o thnd chald Nincoe the Tha Chanese this relationship was not
toumd

Among the urban Thar womere marrage between bride ond proom
of the same status decredsed <icniticantl tae parity progres<ion rate. Those
coauples imowhich the bride's statis oo ditterent 1om the Hroom’s, espe-
cially whe cthe groom's was higher wended o have higher fertility, Child-
bearing and famifv size mav be one mechanism amony the urban Thai
married coaples tor equalizimyg ther status, espectallv swhen the women's
miital status at waarriage is lower That-Chimese couples inwhich the bride
was of Jower status also showed this relationship tiough the resalt was
not statistically signiticant.

Village endosamy (that s, marriace belween sputises from the same
village) was tound to be signiticanthy refated to the parin progression rate
among the That- Chinese and was characterized by hich oy fertility. About
90 percent of the women who married hushbands from the same village had
a third child within three vears of their second, compared with nd percent
of those who did not marry endogamously:,

[n the rural arcas viridlocal residence after marriage was related to a
larger tamily size (73 percent of such couples had a third birth within three
vears), compared with 39 percent of those who lived with the bride’s fam-
ilv. Couples who lived neolocally atter marriage were least likely to have
a third child (32 percent within three vears),
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Table 4. Family cconomic status and the percentage of Thai women clos-
ing the third birth interval within three vears, by residence and
ethnicity

Residence and ethoicity

Rural Thai Lrban Tha I'hat- Chinese

Distri- Third Distri- Thind Distri- Third

Independent variables bution  birth bution  birth bution  birth

Occupation ot husband

Small trade or unskilled 124 ol7 LT T o1 1000
Farm 320 S 0.0 0.0

Skilled 356 Aps Jox A2S 27.0 606.7

White-collar I7.8 633 33.490 plY (RY 9.0

Ownership of modern goods
A0 204 63.0 9.1  HA7
83 360 A4 .6 670

ey
Many

Notes The sniticance test prosented m this table reports the resalts of a1 ee-Desu tost tor
ditterences in e overall survival distobutions,

bles on the total subsequent tertitite behavior of these women. The MCA
model facilitates the estimation of net citects and tests for interactions be-
tween the independent vartaies

We began by combinimg the ditterent variables indicating marriage ar-
rangments ito g single model o deternne the net ctfect ot cach dimen-
slon of marriave aod S st for anteractiors betveen Hhe dimensione, Wo
then estimated o scoand MO A model hat foctsed oncosomiens status w ithin
the homwe, o third sor education and labor torce Cypericnces, and d tourth
that considerea Tusband « occupation and the measure of household so-
cioeconomic fevel From the rosults of these MOA anolvses (not shown)
and the parity progression survival analvees tlables T4y, we decided to
focus on seven variables in the remainder of this analvsis, These include
marriage form, the pavment ot a brideprice, the equality of roles between
husband and wite, the wites involvement in tamilyv decisions, the wife's
education and occupation at the beginning of the third-paritv interval, and
family sociocconomic status.

Takenin combination, these variables had statisticallv siynificant effects
on the number ortnrd aed ligher parity Births of rural women and Thai-
Chinese (Table 3). Hovweves, these etfects were relatively modest amany the
rural wonwen, accounting for only a 3 percent increase in eaplained vari-
ance. The etfects of marriage form on fertility were not significant once other
woren's status variables were taken into account. The payment of a
brideprice was associated with fewer additional children among rural
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Table 5 Multiple classification analvsis of the number of third and higher-
order births among Thai women, by residence and ethnicity

Residence and ethnicty

Independent variables Kurai Tha Urban Thar - Thai -Chinese

Marrage torm

Formal or traditional 143 1.38 [.o7
In,ormad V3T 095 110
Rrideprice * o
Patd 1.22 1.07 1.98
Not p.nd 1.6 1.39 1.43
Fguahity o roles
[ ow 1.42 1.37 1.70
Fhigh 1.4C 1.12 .54
Wite's myvowvement in decisions *
Loy 1.33 1.33 1.70
fhich 1.24 1.13 1.56
Familv's socioeconomic status * >
[ow 1.50 I.60 (.83
High 1.31 [.13 1.72
Wite's education *
O vears 1.41 1.30 1.76
SOF More vears 1.40 1.05 0.77
Wite's occupation *
Housewark 1.37 1.34 1.40
Farm. unskilled. or trade 1.39 1.29 1.79
Skilled or white-collar 1.62 115 2.03
All vartables .41 [.25 |64
Increment o R % evplained) 501 4.5 l6.5
Signiticance oo main effects 010 492 024

Noteo These Moo models mddude controls tor the number ot vears between the second birth
and the intervies n 1979 and for the woman's age at second birth

. '\< N
op<an
Tt op <t

women but higher fertiity among the Thai-Chinese, Greater sex-role equal-
ity did not attect the number of additional children, although rural wives
who were more involved in family decisions had about 0.3 fewer children.
Women from higher socioeconomic status families had significantly fewer
children in the urban arcas. Among the Thai-Chinese the few women with
tive or more vears of schooling had substantially fower fertility (0,99 fewer
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children). The occupational activies of the swide atter the birth of her SCC-
ond child did not affect the subsequent terthity of the raral swomen or the
urkan Thos Vivone the Phood hynese the oot o occne gtioal activits
wereamareialiv et ant i< rbut opposite the expected direchon,
W nont testodd fon stanisticall snantioant interoa o belw cen female
sentole contality md e other imeasur - o somen’s ~Lilte totest oo fourth
Buoothest Nonne o these woere <tatisially siontticant abconventonal loyels
< s Amon varad scomen the only nmarenalis ~imbicant interaction
o< 08 was that swwomen wth Tov sov obe coalite o ho engaved mobarm
svork had hieher than evpected tertdite e orabable that diese women
were engaged 1 b vk Becatse of voonomie neceseity Aoy urban
women tlw oty margin, Ul signtticant mteraction o<y iodved the
cher than evpected tert tlity ot wolten with fow sev role cquahtv who mare
ried through e fopenent or cohabited without mar . e e etiects of ather
Measares of svomen’s statas vartables o rertilite did ot vary sienabicanthy
i< B b e entent o sc el theee wamien were imolved in familv decr
ston=m cither the wrban or rural popudations, We did not do MOA fests
for diteractions boetaveen thewe idependent vanables amone the Tha
Chinese becagse of the el number o Sample cises,

Proportional hazards models

forcontrm that thoese el soere o siple the vesult of <mall sampie
SEes or censorng biases i the multiple Cassitication analysis models, we
posled the arban and raral - nples and estinated o Con propartional ha,-

ards miodel tor the third Parih ;r:nwlw.\zwn fabudations not presenteds,
When age at the begimng of the parity interval s controlfed, women who
were married in tl'm,htzulml or Mnml ceremonies had thard births at g rate
22 percent lower than wonen who cloped or cohabitated swithout m. Wwriaue
o< nr The only other swomen's status variable that ad even a n weinal
ctiect oncthe rate ot third births was ovcupation at the begmning of the in-
terval Farmand anshilled laborers Fad an estintated third-birth rate 12 per
cent lower than that of housew ives and women o skilfed and white-colla
jobs had a rate 24 prrcent lower ip <o Further tests indicated no statist-
callv signiticant interactions between the measures ol sev-role equality and
womens ivolvement an tamily decisions and the other imdependent
variables.

As discussed m the tirst section of this paper. knodel, Chamramithorong,
and Debavalva (19575 ave hichliohted four major factors in the Thai fertil-
ity dedine. Twa ot these tactors (social changes incre asing the perceived
costof children and organized tamily planning programsy were largely ab-

sent i the carly 1960y and emerged as factors of major tnportance onh
in the late T9oUs and carly 1970<. These changes in Thai society are believed
to have created a social and environmental contest in which the receptivity
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of Thais to fertility control became actualized. T this theory is correct, we
should find increases in the effects of the wonmen's <tatis variables in more
Tocent vears

Lo test this B pothesis we reestineted the proporaonal hacards models
discussed mothe provious secoon for the popubation - of swomen who be-
san their thivd bcth iters s el o and 170 700 able o (he onldy
vacable that arected thie sare of thind Bt anrone comen o ho lod their
second chld ey Paail st w s dee ot e otber a8 second birth (each
additional venr o aee redi v the vate o i Do b womie percent),
Seone o the ather caraisies atiected the rate ot bt The rate of thud
birthe tor swormen havine: then < ond cluld s 1070 70w e nihicantly:
attected by the maothor s auc at the start o the birth iterval b Parriaye
form, and maother's occupational activite Women s ho claped o cohabi-
tated without marriage had o tard-biridy rate 50 percent hisher than that

Lable oo Proportional hazard s model o the Uoed breth rate amony, ethnic
Fhat women, by perind

[Vt oy 1970 T
Multi- Multi-
plier (GRIVE plicr Chi
dependent vartables ol rate square I value ot rate square P value
Ageoat start of inverval 00sy 213 BN 095 27 039
Marriage torm 0.7 326 3.60 58
Formal or traditional .00
fntarmal 1498
Brideprice 0.13 718 0.36 351
Sevsrole cqualits 0.01 903 0.25 618
Vote' s mvolvement i
decisions 0.03 824 0.02 874
Wite's education 0.40 527 0.01 914
Wite's occupation 0.00 949 3.05 81
I Housew ork 1.000
2 Farm, unshilled. or
trade 0.798
Sooskilled o white-
collar 0.637
Ownership of modern
voods 0.03 .86 0.02 885

Fit o model (degrees of

treedom) 210 47 12.64 (3) .006




Crlturil wal Lconomic Lacters i Thai Tertility
of women who marricd in a traditional coremony. Women with farm, un-
skilled, and small trade jobs Bad a thivd-birth vate 20 percent below that
of wormen who were aot v the Labor torce: and women who waorked in
skilled and swhite-collay jobs had third-buth rates 3o percent lawer These
findings support the hvpothesis that the socetvwide clanges occarring,
in Thailand during the 1'90s provided the social environment in which the
tow-tertility intluence of the traditional Thai patterns of tamily formation

and women's labor force involvement became aoliniized

CONCLUSTIONS

Thic analvas cbmdividuals beoayvior Bas vielded resalts supportive of the
condlusions of knodel ¢ hamratnithirong. and Debavabva 1987y about the
Tha terttlity dedline Tt appears that traditional Thai patterns ot kinship
and Lanuly, and ot subsrantial tomade incolvement in the labor foree, pro-
vided acaltural base for ranndy e Himstation once the net economic value
of chuldren dedimed and accepaable dind ettechive contraceptive methods
became available: We did not tind that the masautude of these effedts was
substansallv farger m Banghok perhaps ovwon to the considerabte cconomic
and social developmant that bas occurred oo roral Thaitand 1 <hould be
noted however that the parteadar raeel commuraty esannned i this study
s ocated near BancLoland has probabiv deveioped more raprdly than
more cemote nsh communities cspecnath those e other regions,

Phese tradmional patterns of knships aod coresidence and the greater
Labor force involvermeni and coonom midepeindence of scomen are the basis
tor clams thar Thai voomen bave a bigh degree of sevoal cauality Oap 1983)
Krodel Chamvatatharone and Debacalva 1987 Boive demonstrated that
Fhatb Moslems cecho Toce sach cultarad tradicon s porsistan having larger
numbers of chifdren =smatarly our anadvsas o shown that the That
Chimese also persist i bavme Ingher rertiite than the Thais despite thewr
higher soctocronomne <tandiy and urbae restdene o,

faken i emiiaron these tmdings suvgest to s that the That ke
ship sestome oriancedon proaples of Bilmeral Bshap and inheritance,
personal chore of e selection and usortocsl v neolocal postnuptal
residence: provaded the noabcaltaral basis dor Thatands remas Kably rapid
decline inrevnbee e ool and eccononue arrangements found i paci-
lmeal Kinship -vstenis appear v inat - ebstantallv the status ot women
and provide cultural prope tor b b tertthite oo only ins Thar Moslem and
Thar-Chinese popualations, but ol other nations (Cam R4 in such
societies, rapud tertihty dechnes e requaire substantiallv higher Tevels of
economic developiment. That i~ the et value of children mav have to be-
come signiticanthy negative betare Couples abandon high ferhlity traditions
in favor ot birth limitation.
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Calturat arrangements determining the status of wormen appear to have
pervasive ettects oo the fertdite ot all members of the population We tound
nocevidence that Birect s ares of womoen's sbates (o role ceuality or
mvolvernent v tanuly deasion makang tect the tertlite of wome noavithi,
S partvular celtaral st Thi resean b sUppests that siadies that focus
on the Kinshyp and coonomie orenzients thar defermine the status of
women acress cultural setimes may e more productive path ot inquiry
than studies that tocus on the <tatus of mdivideal wormerow it societios,
Additional rescarch s necded that jocoses oncthe veiects ol woien’s status

o tertilitv within and between sccivtios to test this oleim.
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