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The "modernization" of peasant societies is a celebrated theme of conteml­

porary history, no longer an acute issue in Europe perhaps, but one of urgent 

pertinence in Asia and Africa and 1;itin ?jnerica, where politically suberdin­

ate, sel E-siwp t. ii, inld baotrtL l ' iltivators ivinq in small village 

cotmmunit ies woike up th, mayritv of thb,[msilat ion in the ,nrld's poorest 

countries. 'lmi iiltAXiCt On -oasntw] of ,conamic md Tulitical hrlnge is not 

adequately in derstood, despiteu the GAUt Hig ,t -cholarly studites of peasant­

ciitires that hM- been stimulalttd ho}'t.tie dimi ,an, riiral , -volo[pment 

planners and o licynak ers oreira-,,.tcc i to mati. Certainly peasants 

havo freqluently resisted chasge InandicIoB at her innovations, nmetime; with 

viol.ence. Pthe goals Of "delo[peMS" ,; die, pi icie: Aierety they 

might 1- Live Ja,tply ' Zerealized Le. p Ait LV Miiber ot ,gifted Thinrd 

World intellectuals six-aking as .hlbIt t the peasantry, but those are 

spokesmen for a largely si't class: do euasantswhat top themsclves believe 

and value or deplore, and , it reasons behimdlie their reactions to economic 

and political chanj2 W i :i,', rural development programs failed so often, 

and how best might uasant re[sistance to innovation to peacefully Absorbed in 

the process of so -ci.a] change? 'Ihe a -is t- these questions are much 

disputed; all that K <.rtain is that p asants have throughout history been a 

potent plitical farce for both xogress and and theirreaction, that actions 

'' withhave nsit a,,"et tin approval f e ither liberal reformers or the 

revolutionar'y elitos whbo hiv, I thetm ht[ ttle, in the 16th century German 

peasant wars, in the Vendee, or in the riore renent revolutions in Russia and 

China, ,ox n ,A <ba, 1-lgeria Mi;iVietnam. Perhaps a central reason for the 

existence of o much sostained disagreement on such important topics lies in 

the nature of the uestions themselves and the assumptions and hypotheses that 
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are advanced in order to address these questions. In recent years a debate 

has arisen over the impect of economic and political change on the peasant 

population of Vietnam Lg<de!r coloinial rule; the issues raised by the debate 

are, in the minds, of ite )rotagolists, quite general, in particular the role 
and im[jurLance or. srality ruralmoacant in developnont, and more broadly
 

siill, the relat ive 1eri tie el tw contracting approaches to the study of 

pasant institutia:ns . It the,ffers rea)der an opportun ity to examine the kind 

of utresolvt.--Aneslule-dipute tfat may be ingred ient in the 

analysis and appraisal of the process whereby peasant societies are
 

transformed into "post-traditional" ones.
 

I 

In ljuC peasant insurgencies of exceptional violence and ferocity erupte
 

in several parts of the 
French colony of Vietnam. The immediate background
 

for the rebellion has been told many times:1 the agrarian order had 
deteriorated: 
 rice production had fallen throughout the region; terms of
 

tenancy had stiffened; landlord corruption was widespread; seeking to 

stabilize its revenue, the colonial bureaucracy had increased highly 
regressive tax claims on a peasantry that could scarcely afford to a1y, with 

the result that 
 local officials and mandarins resorted to beatings and
 

jailings and to compulsory auctions of 
peasant possessions. The year
same 


also witnessed the double calamity of the world wide depression and the 
worst
 

famines in memory. 
 In the North, which, as contrasted with the relatively
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benign climate of t~e South, was always the scene of droughts and floods, 

plagues, epidemics, invasions of grasshoppers and other pests, a drought de­

stroyed beth crops in 1930, sharecrc, pi-rs were left with no tice at all and 

sold ay land, an.imal s, houses, they had in order to raise mney for subsis­

tence. :,LVer yvhr e }oasant n revertcd to the techoilue;s of primnitive food 

gatherers, SoMt teari. ii and the of ALe Itp itI; eating bark trees. 

French QFWy;iian viiSWinL NorLh u rn ?,mtamite province o Nghe-An wrote that 

he "had never on; nm a 1 ij;t :, rt.; it t-he . ix2PLula i r; thousands of 

walking skeletn with Woutt,1 el y nathing to eat , tru, ;. avers whose ribs jut 

oUt UJOL tin A' , 4 jt MWjied lilt ing ,aun other for food; hands ot 

starving ref';e:; roani the couitr; ide; the were to bedead feoind scattere 

along the rond. In Apt!] thdr wer rl rt:s of theft and banditry. In tay, 

small crowds ut peasa;ts, 3enora ly armni Wi ; only amulets and sticks, were 

to be seen pytition itni for Lax remissions in the submissive and deferential 

style that t.ypified tWe Sinici:ei cultUre of Vi-.etnam; meanwhile French 

officials Lbejan t) nate tat a "mystiqne do nn--iment" was gaining among 

the peasantry. dradrally there followed in idents of overt violence: 

government officials were assassinated, Vost offices and schools destroyed, 

administrative buildings and mandarin residences were pillaged, grain
 

shipments seized and their contents distributed to the poor, tax rolls burned. 

In Hghe-An and ia-Tinh provinces the insurgency assumedul a mre ominous form: 

aided by trind organizers--some, pernaps, from the celebrated Toilers of the
 

East University in hoscow -- a massive popular rebellion was in progress by 

mid-summer; the crowds of lightly armed protesters at times numbered as many 

as 20,000 and were, on occasion, even air bombed by the French; by September 

the government had lost control of Northern Annam entirely. The victorious 
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rebels created autonomous village 
"soviets" and withstood the disciplined
 

armies of the colonial militia until they were 
finally crushed in 1931.
 

This was the course of the "Terreur Rote" as it came to ",, called, by no 

means the only sizeabhe puasnt rebellion in Vietnamese history, and one of 

the many augur. of the August!evolution of 194). 5,!t why di1 such rebellions 

occur, what were tQuir -nu::, Wat cj-nt systn of reasons can N! offered 

for them Luvoid irfoir:!l *rseist '1. :,ThreHlr -. ve aid familiar expla­

nation -- indeed it r omefh -n ortoodoxy-derives from a 

general theory ot [s.!ant -Ii d im[nct '~tn it of capitalism, 

markets and centralized stat,'; 
it is a theory thAt yiilds in the hands of its 

adherents an associated acco ot of why Vuasants rmbel, a theory that has been 

applied, with iOmittel1 d iffurinq ieWjreu , f n, tWn the Reds.ocaces not 

Terror it. Vietnam but to the famous pvas;ant revolts of eariier times. Amidst 

the vexing questions that co t,inw- Nu asked aboutto jeasant p r ticipants in 

revolutions -- whether they form a Aenine -rornmic sod p.l itical class, 

whether it is Be 1ore..t or the middle or opiv_r pasaintry that plays the more 

decisive role in such upheavals, whether the 1"asantry is the leader theor 


led amcrj the revolutionary masses; the of
amidst diversity theoretical 

constructions that have been used in theexplaining sources of revolutionary 

activity -- 'structural,'' "political-conflictual," "outside agitator," 

"relative deprivationist" -- this view continues to be firmly and widely 

espoused.
 

It is this theory which is elaborated by James C. Scott in his "moral 

economy" perspective on peasant institutions 3 and attacked by Samuel Popkin 

on behalf of his contrasting "political economy" approach. 4 Scott and 
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Popkin are both Southeast Asia scholars whio look to the past in order to 

support vies about h4"n peasants, and their distinctive goals and attitudes, 

ace like in jenr.ai, an] whto wish to speak to current problems of pWasant 

pal it ic ,1,J rural deAA,] o Iutit ,bth u them deal with Vietnam, not directly 

with recent events:3 Uh eo,,- rit with the i[ntoct oin the Vietnamese peacantry of 

the centrali.zed 1i, O i, itroducetd thebieucracy rtw. a.rca 1v Prench 

colonialr irer--an hiS or1i.al tnn,: irmiti,'n, thp',. %*uld bth claim, that 

contianed the .eeds oi t e revolw in : 110 cci tW . ,ornitcn war of "national 

liberation." Their caonon nterpri;,: is a Wili r is.k'y onA: the e.asants of 

a ha lf-century ago may ot bo ve. y simoilar to i tot. i, erathum pT n our of 

"transitional Societii," t rtadiiin. Olte old and the nCws. Pore than this, the 

available information the asj .,cts of V:recottii withon prticular vietnam 

w,hich they are both tast cucerrned i:i spire and tnrIi,- Wi that the readerM at,, 

is rnct sore hcw, or on what toicsi, their view.-, at t> 1-.? appraisod. 

But what, firsat of all, i the "ioral conomy" view of [pasatt societies 

and their transformation ti der the boies f olitical and ,conotnic change? 

In the exp-cition htis xr] y o R-ott, hut of r ic Wol? 5 and Joel Migdal 6 

and other reprerentatives at Lhis school of thouht, it e ancomene with 

interpretation of Pa-t.nt vill jt!o in :reindut trial periods: in thise times, 

cl aw rr villacle.,it is ltiv in ' 1 clearly defined and 

semi-autnomatn 2-Oircut it ie with r- n'a1-,v. o: was, and Whotions who 

was not, a "citizen," in whicn Uw..r o r ar :' n and, pressures to redis­

trib'te surplus in the operiticn of a religiox , systen" - in Vietnam, the 

redistribution being p.rworml 17 toad men or notables who conducted rites at 

the dinh, the cormtunal meeting ULtuse where the effigy of the guardian spirit 

of the village was kept -- and collective respensibility for determining the 
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use of communal lands and the p yment of tax charges assessed upon the village 
as a whole by outside authoritics All this served to create "collective 
solidarity," but there was an addittonal stimulus as thewkll: Feasants who 
lived in these villages had conuon economic problems: preoccipied with secur­
in' the means of suhsistvinc, thei r position was, in the words of R.H. 'lawney, 

"like that of a man :;L:irA, ing jurmanntly up to his neck in water, so that even 

"
 a ripple might dromi him
 

What are p[asants in Wi; predicament like? On this view, they are first 

and foremost seekers of sat y and security; they seek to minimize the risks 
of even the smnallest linaster out of fear of being tossed over the "subsis­

tence precipice" int Airation and misery. Connqntl Lty, they have, so the 
moral rronooists siy, littL. room for the bourgeo0is calculus; of profit which 
We l t;:':ut in oooLuMMiCS textbooks. 'b be sure, we can iit: r pret their 

behavior 
 iSzh the ul]p of the priimi:ples of clasical economics - those like 

the Russian economi st (lMayanov, sto have argued that this is not so, that 

peasant economy notis lust incipient capitalism, but a distinctive and
 

special kind or type ortonomy in which 
 resources are "uneconomically used",
 

are wrong -- but 
 sihilo p[a!sant households are economic Units, productive and
 

consumptive, they are like
hardly capitalist firms which can liquidate them­

selves if touble arises. 
 Peasants struggle daily with questions of survival:
 

it is not surprising that they are averse taking into risks the manner in 

which they cultivate their fields, or invest in animals or equipment. They 

are instile to markets; they are averse to innovation, 
even if it involves the
 

most temporary of disruptions theirof subsistence routines. They wish to be
 

insulated 
from these hazards, and if possible, to transfer them onto 
others
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who are better able to shoulder them. These attitudes are perfectly rational, 

they make "ahstract" economic sense, in their context. 

Not only this. ('a the moral eCo1omy view Peasants come to share, as a 

result of cormon w onimic challviop s, a-trtain mora] outlook, an ethos whose 

centra] constitiuonts ate sucii amaidards of justice and legitimacy, of 

fairness amd eci procity al LO riL every, t villager t ; t istence, to 

lifo itself, a level of resourcs set by tLeir Ir -,t"low ,dhich it ',,Aod Le 

inhumane to allow him to fall. This is an ideology thati. ,tnts in precapi­

toL1Wt societies share, an ide-ology of the survival of the w;akus[q; it shapes 

and influences th way viilige institot an r :reated and ourat,: before 

markets and states, wetecentralined there o'rmunal rhemes of insuranctu and 

welfare in these villages 'h ich ensire! that the truly needy wauld iot go 

under. No one in commnitieco in Nlniclh the i,, it- assi stance ethic is strong 

goes under unless all do, unless the village as a whole does; The economy of 

the village is thus a nIuti oe, ntinoize.d and civilized by a common set of 

moral standard s and expec tations. 

The moral ,conlly i the peasant. could be seen a': work in many of the 

precolonial villages Vietnam: landsof conimal were puriodically leased out 

to those SIo had !suftrd] haid crop years, to those othorwise in trouble, the 

helpless and t.o,, deW ite, the aged and the widowed; tax charges were 

constructed .n) that the Ittrr ofif Look 1151n t-hemelves the greater burden; 

similarly, landlords p wou]d adjijIstor trons their claims on their tenants 

according to the noituro of toe tVir vest; in thieps of dearth they would .ide 

food, medicine, assistance with burial an!I birth cereimnies, give loans ac low 

interest; in times of prosperity they %wuld,of corse, deemand much, but this 

was not rpgarded as exploitative by the peasant who valued consistency, 
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stability, security far more than a big killing. Those wtho were malthy would 

give feasts, formally for purposes of ancestor worship, but which had the 

effect of s:-,read1in theit good fortune ainorn3 the villagers; if the rich did 

not meet such iqat isa::, they would L- pilioried by hbaal )pinion, become 

the object of malici(-t,'; :; p and actcustion; of witchcraft. r s;ofar as the 

villagers w-r -ounJ to e:<terna, fiitharities -- the King, the iij.eror, or 

their rugional indarin rLiv--,;s -- by ties of obedienct.-, -imilar 

conduct AoUld [Lu x xcne,] by pasants , ita; ruilers and officials in their 

taxation [pelicies. 'Iba was the New 5?a] oc,<tol iasants before capital­

ism and indu-ttrjalizat ion, and, it is clainto], amflants of it can still he. 

seen in our time, in Jo,.i, here "a aura-as u membter af th c GTUIn ity should 

share ;iis wialth witih the co:dmini ty aid It 10111.1, 0I oa community 

share i:, the onjolment. of hi: ' 8we.i ," ii (blumb ia, where Indians are 
"unwi]1 irvg t.) exploin the opp>ortunity to o, ii rood to the highest bidder" and 

"when questionred....n.<lain t hat freg ent sale.; are considered as Orailly 

per h iior, ' 31 around the world where,nd -vdo:{ peasants cling to
 

the remains of the 
 "little tradition" and are marked by "a restraint on indi­

vidual soif-seeking in favor of family and community."10
 

Prolonged contact 
 '.,ith more AeveAope~d societies, whether this contact is
 

induced by colonialism 
 or by "economic developilent", shatters this harmonious 

balance onc-e and for ell. 'The clos I.illges of peasants are pried open, 

penet-ated by the damaging and coercive inifluerce of new forms of administra­

tion and economic exchange, new legal systems. new -iodels of conduct, to the 

inevitable detrimeit cf peasant welfare. The process by which this occurs ­

not unlike the mechanisms articulated by Weber and T)nnies, DurkI)eim and 

Spencer, whereby societies dominated by "aocnipvion" or "status" or by 
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'vertical relations" are transformed into those marked by "contract", by 
"diffuse" and "organic" social and economic relations - takes different forms 

in di ffler ent ci rcunstances. 

In Vi,:t an, ccloni ali m, for all the bounty it iroight in improved 

,3ji:;'cu~ control , tranpat, rationaa.i:.ed Jricultoral techni­

i3O05-,fd!i 0d law, tIIook away a]ll;ost a; !111,i: ,or tIh;o 7 inmmvat!ions 

tr.sormN We piro VinCOS; of Inochii, ill Wl? w:[.,' oi,.t proiiLet nrtal 

economist, into "capil lar ies of a netW.rk of financial 
 rt:ris loading to tie 

b.nks of London and taris," utterly dgevndnt_. ai transctmi in Mehi metro­

ul u, rendering the histories oA the colnies a "povinci: variant ot surld 

'cvow'ric history."! The effect of this cA,in on ; t eliminate the 

local iflosnraci" to:;of l fragilnente su)bsis;tencm, oo'iic," to expase t 
ie 

[}iaoanmt~ y, nitiert. i otocted from nark e . lienori na , iAreid jmih u1 them, 

to economic ins;tailitis, f 1albee, oIt ca nlties; the trantees and
 

risk-sharing of tLe oler or der .oye "erodedf" on, ott ippd away; the welfare 

schemes, the sstem of feasts, we. qri ]yI replaced; the communal lards 

were nationalized and solid off; the nclosure of Wat v.rc once free forests 

and fisheries pr cviding the [ ;asants with secondiry occum tion; and fall-back 

reserves in oftim,_.:; crisis, to.elftorm with tie closing of tAe frontier, 

deprivedi vill age liff f yet ainothor 'iinsion.Ihe colons, with their 

colossal btoraucracv, intoduCe-Iht'LW'tactia rojulttion
s rationale was 

not grasped by the par, Sal Ailr COtcLtf; takers, land surveyors, 
regjistrars, road overseers, vaccinatorq, irrigation Axpetis, W iest rangers, 

sub-inspectots of excise, veterinary assistants. t-Ant onerous of all novel
 

admiistrative forms, oA course, was wat these mass reg]istrations best 

facilitated, the imposition and collection of taxes whose scope tas previously 
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unimaginable: head tWxes, land taxes, salt taxes, taxes.alcohol Local 

landlords arid elites had asuired new habaits: with the introduction of money 

taxation and contracts, an null ;a" French court enforcing such contracts 

(and defaults) instead t t "locally vi] idatel" consensuis of earlier days, 

landowners "ore :al. 0 of to-anto OWiti r 10 W ,t dho Faat. dreaded 

most: fixol. rents all Agid terms ot ot ncy 'i.,dif W t:,it no ccles of0: 

good and bad hrvest: . Mntead of lisp] ayin ptmerntal isr. lanords leagn to 

seek out tenant" An sWAozoo ioa-,re ,t timIU; with .hU itcre,1.! rate of 

population grot.th reo~ti fithm lowaol ,-. imorta it- 'trodtcol] by Ft-ench mexi­

cine, impirovol Ii.:it 1nn0 A hlM ic t meanrPK, their barqaining power 

vio-A-vi. tWe to wnAati fturti t: :mLszjthoied: t Lunants could not affordt,_3: 

to fay highor rents, I coul: to roplicti. 
 'Tih trlince wxchangeof ltween 

]an:Jords onri ti, tt.3q ited ,ecisively in favor of the lendlords, lead ing to 

t!e Ii;i i :llc, OF e ilri)t-; intequal itius landoIin Is: overnight large 

nuitiibrs of smha 1ho loer pasants fe]l prey to thu -.1ipulations, tie deed 

juggling fraudulence landownersand the of who held power over the courts; 

corruption increased verywhere, especially as regrds the tax identification 

cards that wore necessairy for travelling or securing a job. Those small­

holders Ltd litantsm ha Lcome were slowly poushed into the wage laborer class 

by further economic pressures, swelling the class of the dispossessed and 

rootless. B'y the late twe.nties the poverty in the country ide grew acute, 

especially in M~heNorth, ,hitre there was competition with draft animals for 

food, and men in harness did the harrowing to avoid use of the water buffalo. 

Peasants resorted to eating ant eggs, crickets, 1 2 water bugs and Lx-es; 

Popkin cites the calculation of Rene Dumont (made in the soime period) that 
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"rats, pxond fish and bts accounted for 5 percent of the calories of most 

[pasants and cereal grains 95 percent": this was in Tonkin where "the 93 

percent of tht a at sto comprised '-te landless,w thi ,wa rf idii gs and the 

peasants in the aet.istece ranu Va;:; oi 


w.here lanmi tra sprinklie ciniders int ti o lii . tort. ili', 


onl les tLni Lhid o; all land," arm 

rsi wutl, r to Ipevent 

starving day linorrs from uric,)titioisl.y wa,:itn. it.M 

The: "ioLal c'onomiat.:'' find !,) di, "Iy intr :.:] ai.int I~i> paasant's 

perception of theis alteotiiahs in the <rairian ondt : crm;m;d i a vise of 

i ,teaLer tx ciai ta; desig ned o stoabilizu t Pw "irntile c"I ,W i L tai te and 

, declining capacity to pay, havinj lost- wfist-ver ,L,; tarAntet_!; ad ltnen 

pr,ividod by 'lhe hItnane ,xoonomy of thiei ,recapi tli 1t vi 1 ia a, the peasants 

arrivlv it plain concltiioit: the m,.-a? r , I , ti, I':t -'.' thic"', the 

claim on thW Landlord to compliance with the thival,-t ima, oi jIWticU: all 

this wo WiS Ansieiir~d beftore the ir uee bAit; jwrl:-itlt; peirhaps adopted the 

mares of their nw ia;ttr;s, -oijiht to , kiDpt titoJt: i new ttoras, antd came 

to retard these who load iLta suffer itj from a view of the world that did not 

correspotd t t Lir "true" or "real" interests, a:; "uf etig awm a sycwies of 

"faolse ti, a", a collective Stt oiuption or mystificat iotn disguised 

as an ohj cLiv. L; or law of tat re. Put it was_ the assimilaed Who were 

wrong: th.r wn- :Pn welf--dc.uptioti; th j.sant ]ival, as they had lived for 

ceittties, i. a ;nn-made, Itt hffra-t , world cf mt.oanint from their conquer­

ors, differnt WO. linnvii- All the ;matn, rot: "ithq Jtom incapcity to see 

lucidly Iot h;it{y Irotritol ot '.iff-qot valte;. 'ibis was amother world, 

another "wel, of silnif icalincu" ,ind as 'iow\,i from within it, the ajrarian order 

had lost. its morality. 'There was rn longer any obligation to obey the land­

lord or the state. Viewed from without, this reasoning may have appeared 
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archaic or eccentric, but its authenticity was not doubted by the great land­
lords and budding capitalists: most of them took up residence in the cities, 

installed grilles theiron windows, collected rents through ag.ents, surrou, ded 

themselves with teo]hq intox cated by alcohol and opium, and pressed for a 

bigger police b,,dg,!. 

Why then, on thie view, did the peasants rebel? The detailed reasons are 

no doubt complicated, lhvoyving a nMLmher of factors, such as the degree of 
[>easart orcun izatjor, and tie strangth of the countervailing "repressive appar­
atus of the stare," but from the erspe:tive of peasant, reasonsthe the wSere 
not unlike those A other p asant rehels, say, the En'glish rural laborers of 
the 1830s W t ok u rt in the "Captain Swing" ,iprisings or the sans culortes 
of 1793 who six:)ke of "taixat ion liqilalitu" ad the "droit de subsistence": the 

peasann rte alle out or rural wwt rLt e, to restore a pattern of rights and 
obl i latns they real i ,d stre Wng ndept iway wouldand 'soon disappear 

unless they act A: theirs was a revolt of desperaticn, in the words of 
Barrington Moore, "the dying wail of a class over wom the wave of isprogress 


about to roll." 1 4
 

This is the imral tyonomist' <story. 
 'fhe entire approdch to peasant 
institutions embodied in it is expeed to cauterising scepticism by Popkin in 
a sequence of severe questions. If the moral economist is right, the primor­
dial peasant village untainted by contact with markets and central states is a 
stable and efficient, an harmonious and humane society. But if this were so, 

how did the ethics, the narms, olerate to overcome ievitable conflicts over 

resources? Or is it to be seriously supposed that no such conflicts existed? 

If the agricultural surplus was spent on feasts and other procedures for 

levelling differences in wealth, in providing the worst off with subsistence, 
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how is that there were inequalities of wealth in the first place? How could a 

peasant become rich 'D the sorplus was ipm-xiately redistributed? At the 

heart of the a I , tmaornom. vil"w is tih(cia 1 i tht Lbasantos 'sspic tus and 

calcul iting -nooik t caails;lv irs.;s risks andi costs in #jricultural 

pursuits pjl,p a ii i :;ur]idr: the bands village: '- -r:ri i into of 

notables to ' . to:]1-at5 Sc Vs ]I: t '.11Jr1unatthemselves.o than 


But titis :riri; f aisatir.: taktit piu t in vi] lago-wide insurance and 

welfare -smhes i an strjr) tru, t thioseisplius ux<.fs;iarvi;l fiith <tnd in who 

are supi-xised to roIistrihut.e (n")t .sc, ) cosmos rus, roes, :isd in the e(Juity 

rules o 'a , h1 Li I -ank­of the a!.l criui- , is r,;o. V qlags, too, can yo 

rupt . it tit L i, iti] t.tion,.l trust fheIs I i keiy . ut oII.-; ca-;iits w-uld 

ra iifr),sdvr Wouldnotables enoLrlh hlitthly their earn iis is tiis way? the 

rich and pU1er ftI, the nitahlu L msdies, al lutjuiy fear ful of small tik or 

excremennt piled hout the mae oL th (ir i.;s, ggive away their ow'n wealth to 

the needy -- indthed to other v;01)asantsmight. just be freeloaders taking 

from the social product withmirt contrihuting their own labor? And if our own 

age of systematic pu[t ic p)! i(, his Tailed to discover incontestable, clear, 

fair anai euitahli] i -rt of "ned," is it neot -xtraordinary to suppose that 

the preindIisvr ii. ixasantry tih? Of course, the peasants may haveUrssessed 

had a good erio(rjl; idea ,I me nedy Cases -- widow.,, oqpoons, the old and the 

sick-but thea: -iVent ti ances:,artrasa I or the rest of the vast mass of 

coml ti nv claims rs need, is it not. entirely more likely that Miatever "ruies" 

existed were "ral leslie and ro-eger<iabh,," snbjcx t to the influence of whoever 

happe-ned to b is power? Aind what leeS all this suggest? Does it noL suggest 

that "collectivu Av.ifare !-chemes" were, to the very least,say piobably 

extremely limited? Does t net suggest that Uncertainty about the fate of 
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their surplus in the hands of notables or other "wise old men" led peasants to 
direct their resources into p:ivate investment instead, into Ald age 
insurance, like children. or into equaimolet or animals W'ich yield iMeaiate 
economic returns In this a t nu: mere likely in Vie W oL Lhe historinal facts 

about precapit list puasa-ts Aiich indieAto a lack of co.sporation and mutual 

trust? 

he theoretical structure oretd by 5-' ialmr economist, with its qlgaint 

invocation of a blondless .and ;hest ly "'eibetse ethic" tumehow ensuring a 
minimtun income, is a husa of cards th:-i coll apses in er the sliqhfte:st breath 

of criticism. It r'ni,Ie "'Anstpr di u r ,ex.ainie prnemis:; it founders 

on historical fActst in dierfi Ori t oa ]ali " "iiwlfe wcurate 

vie,,,; of a ,a ts and t '' 1 5h'i' j l;titutiou in tI"1 r < .
 

The new approach i' laj. 
 entit]'!:! "p)] itical eae~io y" approach 

is, Me no Wv. -" ' si ,view or' sasa.t society an] the impact 
u xon 't _J ca it alisr -l c iitri states. at %ile ilt too YWgins With 
the C].di that dr- tatinal )jnit:, it turn,, th: ,!) oach of the 

moral econonmis t Iis-; do- ,oai. Pik in thinks thaL we cannot hrmi toadeqauately 

understand Hasants, their institution s or their Iolitics, tinless ,m start 
with irn isiviLID I.s, tiei r decis ios and their plans, and i nt with nebulous 

.group biliefee" or "group norms" spun ct of hypotheses about the "peasant 

mind." a'N_ !Past ask how t1,11e- md ividUn I decisions sld r lations ietween 

family monterv, tet:wei p: toirs and clients, landlords and ceriaits, villagers 

and outside nutho-ities. lihe prasant is lik- any otIer human fx*hi: he "maxi­

mizes enected value," see'ks ;'r eonal gai,, just like a businessman or a poli­
tician. Karl Folinyi's claim- that "the alleged propensity of man to barter, 

truck 3nd exchange is almost enticely apocryphal" is just a reflection of the 
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wishful thinking of the anti-market intellectual; in fact, as Schumpeter 

wrote, "the peasait sells his calf just as cunningly and egotistically as the 

stock exhcKae memb I 5iti rtfolio of sILes." 16 The peasant dues iot 

follow a "safety t irst" rule; he ases like any other rational alent "invest­

ment h1gir" .:aid c:st Lhnefit. milysin if nly implicitly); he does rot wish 

to "maximine s-tcurity" M qain a prifit i mo If or na t Popkin callsto to 

his "family firm"; he jtog1in 1hana t tie lone ad tha-short run; he 

not only iwnsres e 'atlas An well, not Jist to attain si<mo preassigned 

"subsistence :,vei" ftt K rot u it. 

T'[.i is t1112 t it\h;] off e-asant attitudes and goals which Popk*in 

proceeds tL,aj ly Lo Fr colonial Vietnam by elaborating it in such a way that 

it is "cotnis tte3t itnM We Vietlai ese data for Loth the traditional and todern 

periods. "17 His m tion i viliige lifet is comparatively simple and 

flows from I o',f Uncerta-inty, onl y concerning thea tvm] et[1min<1:. not 

soi. s:t, ew, AI e.sants of 

peasants in the vill1a ; Io ,isttT one another and, in the absence of 

crop hult NIN rIrthii ether and notables, led 

clear rules of distt i w iiu tix charges and cnnomnal lands, to focuDs on invest­

ing in themadve: ad an in, the "public sector". The fear that some will get 

something for mithing, the War of Lreeleoders, ld tLolittle cooperation or 

collective 0-:tih do ;ijnn to provide reAfare or insurance or to raise produc­

tion levels in the villae "cooperation" was an invention of the victorious 

Comamimist Party cadr' - in SP Meit:: fifties. "Village rules in Vietnam... show 

no evidence thaL. the vi]]aluo as a vi]11 ge compensated or eased the burden of 

individual h Lmi:oids in a hid year"; "iilage welfare was limited and insur­

ance was provided rut only by the village but by small groups governed by 

rules of strict reciprocity"; indeed "village procedures wvre not progres­

15 



sively redistributive but favored the rich"; "village power was used to 

control other pea.'.asnts."]8 

Conflict ald com[,_tition for slcarce resources, including the use of 

colmunal lands, e:< t -sive: a-rahlewas the ]and in the village 's dispersed 

into tiny pl otc; t,-i inldivhidtil vssiild top. "kant try increase in any way 

he ccadd, at the exlAwrs, et his; neijhb-r, if iwetd Lbe. For if he re success­

doing- ho; sos mik,tytftl il so, y nako s way up the ladd, r of th village 

,ierarchy and btxcome a ,t,-ie WiIy2 Se, the COnLcil of notahes exer­

cised I early tot] contto1 ovr tLh vil laje, a"ting a-; i ts cotrt, 'signing 

birth ane riarriage ind de'Ith 'ertificate:s, ov':os,0tin the as eSSllontand 

distrihution of tax charje}; lind, in :o.e ci;os, ,ev rot ciich villagers 

would t drafted, or snr,, itorioit;Iy, secnt tn w)rk in th malarial French 

r ,!,intations; theplher in [;outh, Far friOk .! IfIrent1Ic'Mittee doling cut 

a:si Jri, the needy, the cuncii virttt.] 1v ru ed the village for its own 

enri mie[: notab] s; m,) ipHI Ip'i fti it ijg iig tde bidd ing for commnunal 

land;, in mooi pul at inrj La>; iitsil, in diverting foods intended for maintaining 

public mirks into their ow, hrnds, The system of feasts may hive had a red is­

tributivu 
effect, but its true function was to enable the feast-giver to dis­

play the requisite in Le awealth order to candidate for the council.. As for
 

relations 
!hetween tenants and landlords, clients and [tions, whatever pater­

nalism 
 eisted was a part of a landlord strategem of divide and conquer, 

desigrned to pruvenCt th. foa.intrfrom joining together or forming a rnited 

clientele: in general, the better off and the elites of the precolonial 

villawes collud.e, to or retardinhibit literacy, collective bargaining and 

participation in to themarkets, which peasants, as rational decision makers 

were not, as the moral economists say, averse or hostile. The problem of the 
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dispossessed and destitute was not solved by channeling common resources into 

the hands of the needy; the problem was dealt with by the exjxAient of deeming 

suoh persons -a ,I jr' and tan inq them trom the village. This was the 

An for 


"aside from tx relief tfor easily 


true and most pia, t ineni,7 att. "ati:<K.'t ice 0s. Wri taxation, 

itH At iW Iq categories," "there 

was a clear patltern o opxosition to progrnessive taxes by village leaders 

eager to min imize tWeir owin Wae of the taxes and to, ensure their short run 

welfare at th axpense ot the poor"; Morae was "no u-idence or te actual use 

of progres'ive t-ixes or of tax floors with in capitalist villages." I9 

A more profo and q sta rk contrast with e wnoral conomist's view is 

scarcely i ai manie. .,1 a's atgmnt, however, does not deny that there was 

a masure o) :' "cilctWi olIidar Al" and usly in tie precolonial villages; he 

claims, rather, tha t thi:n Iha nottinon was ilsed from above; it resulted from 

the relative pan, of dadlocked can -1.t i. oligarchic control; it was 

imposed by those :,Ila 1vid htd, n mno.t successful iin scuring and pressing their 

po lit ical ar, (economic: vanatge. It merely disguised the Hobbesian str g e 

beneath th !.arac". 'Ib suptOLe otherwise, to Sapixne that it was imposed 

from below, by the' roe ,f normts and "moral ex[pctations" armed with the 

threat of abrasive gossnip, that. i represented a unity of interests and fric­

tionless social relation , is toI Imhzlad by the less than candid remin­

iscences (A landlord s, or warse--,, ase committed by historians--to the 

reconstruct:ionsof Paul Mu'- and hisatde r 2 0, sentimental pipe dreams 

whichb ae th iver the sw-vage cof iLs that have characterized, irdeed 

been endemic, in precolonial Vietnamese j:asnt vi and thereforelges, which 

throw dust in the eyes of those who wish to understatl the nature of the tran­

sition to new forms of life, colonial and post-colonial alike, that followed. 
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For Popkin it is erroneous to think that the commercialization of agri­

culture, the expansion of markets, the introduction of new lea] and admini­

strative forms associated with the French presence "d- " ecayed' 

''eroded'," "penetrated," or "harmed'' some uLited nrd resi stent rut i-market 

"little tradition" of the peasant. icr Lis-l)Id Lu2 to gro.iy Luderestimate 

the degree to irich the g-jrarian elites were able to Lund the colonists and 

their novel institutions to their omr advantaqe: it was in fact the peasants 

themselv,:--the cleverer t'ikn.j tLher--wh.) initi atud alliances thewith colonial 

reJime in order to :awluire stuper iority in di eptites with other peasants or to 

maintainL thir str,-inqleholdj over them. The iileqell, firm, hierarchical and 

sullhis;ive Cnnfrician eth ice o. coni 1 sriti-r t did inot -ppreciably hampter rich 

peaIant re exploitir,] tIP' colonia1l court s'ystem to further their ends of 
revoKsii, ;te iuins th-, t,.erms t tetarcy the' imporsed on the poorer pnasan­

tr,:'; ini. l- tie, trench intk vero;eh q,,pn occa! ion ini order to improve th- lot of 

the i unii,t-is to lesen tirep)orer ,ind lower of rap:icionis notables but were 

unable to do much dcoxd. BLut in any event it was not the market or capitalism 

that was necessarily dama<ling tU- peasant in'stitutions; induced "colonialism 

was iljly, hut the quality of the mininurn subsistence floor improved in most 

countries" id this despite mounting PopuLatilln and an increased tax bur­

den. 2 1 The prohlem, as PopK<n claims of (achinchina, "was not that capi­

talism in its economic dimensions threatened the peasants because they lacked 

the economic competence to haadle markets, risk ard eltrepreneurship- rather 

the problem was that a colonial di-kil-lanquge system vith extreme inequality 

of access to courts and property rights provided enormous uncertainty for 

peasants with economic, but riot sociopolitical competence.,, 2 2 

18 



Sociopolitical competence: organization, access to the law and 
to the
 

bureaucracy: it is here that Popkin thinks i- Should look for an explanation 

of the peasant rebellions in Vietnam, not in ideoljy o. moral uis.pproval of 

capitalism. As an author smpathutic to Popkin' view writes: "In Vietnam it 

was not capitalism that led to revolution bht the constrained capitalism of a 

landed el ito that r; the }sju itical .' antaLges ot colonial ru] to restrict 

the workingos ol the -art:,ot_ and prote :t itself aainst Loth p al ical and econ­

oaic changqu."23
 

The moral ,yxonomislt is egreg ios ly Wzong in claiming that pasant rebel­

lions are "defensive" and "reactionary," !neekQi to recrua th lpst: how 

could tie su ccess nt the Ciununist Party ai tn National Lii ,:,atiot Front e 

due to the revival o! taoditioro I usIit.y if i. suCh unity ,xi sted in Lhe 

first place? For a1 a:tlaVLI axplanation, lbpk in tells us Myemust return to 

"pasant inve-otnint hKtit": "p,Ai;ut investmut logic apolies U3 villages and 

patrons, As 'mQ is to iarkut the:u aiInprinciple{ apply to political and 

religioi; transformatins &t iniet',: there i; 'uifyin investment logic 

that can h, appliaj to mrket , villps, relations with .Agrarian elites and 

collective action -- whether te cothIativa atl r is to build villages or to 

rebuild them as a mi t ol a now 'o:u9tv."'' easaotnr -uht b, escape the 

political onol0g:9 held h, :i-ttjl'o :,in, to r't;ra institutions which:r' l 

would raise Yvl otfproductOjn aoid thus-, their standard of living, not merely 

recreate the nmoi-Mtoa l ways ( lif UatUAi prec(.ld. 

What was nuendel was nirmete Ln r anI:ca them. ilbpkin Show that there 

was no dearti -:if t rt2 *:ail c; ";,.l ifical ,ntre reneurs" to satisfy this 

demand by the end uf the thirties, no lack or organizers who would deliver, in 

exchange for peasant support, improved institutions. He provides the reader 
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with an illuninating account of the insurrectionary forces that competed among
 

one another for control of the peasantry: the Catholic Chur-h, whose 
priests 

were "quintessential" V litical 
entrepreneurs, and who succeeded in converting 

many among the coiuitrysid - "n-ot only becatse of the appeal of the religion it­

self, but 1Xcal%_M;of tang ible, material benefits -- science, cannon, European 

education--that the prie:t offer as thecould proof of religion's valid­

ity"25; the Cao Dai, a Syncretic .(3--twith hundreds of thousands Cf odher­

ents, many of hom wern "IiSitrative employeies of the French, organized upon 

the model of the Catholic Church -- it hd a Pope and a Holy See, a hierdrchy 

of over eleven thousand otffices, an armed forces and a welfare branch as tell 

as a pantheon of saints including Joan of Prc, Victor Hugo and Carlie Chap­

1in, saints, Popkin says, with a "common radical-political streak" -- and 

which sought to revive Iride in Vietnamese culture aWd to restore indigenous 

politicol Ind economic influence; the Hoa flao, an anti-colonia] and millenar­

ian rel i,ions move:ent- hosed u)on the teachings of the "mad booze" hluynh Phu 

So, a charismatic nonk awho "differed from other prophets because he knew tow 

to 'mass merchandise' his mes!,ge"-26 and who derided the rich, the deca­

dent, and the 'civil iced', empiasized simplicity, liberation, prayar, authen­

ticity, family obligations - "Buddism of the Home" -- and who was assassi­

nated at the ale of P 1'' Co(ncLnisLs, his LoXy siihcequently hacked into three 

pieces and boriid in separate .raves tO eIsure against his return to life; 

and, last ly, the ommntnis Party, on tne origins and developnent of which the 

author reperts imch ab.orbing information he discovered when he conducted 

field research in Vietnam in the late sixties for the Simulmatics Corporation 

under contract to tre US Departnent of Defense. 
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None of these mvements -- they were really more like potential states or 
counter-states -- sought to restore a golden past: "wilen M, examine these 
muvenents in ,et i.[, the wai in WhiCh they atracted 03asant; an]A raised the 
resource; to t-; Ij thi r wrjaii:taonK, w. ot;;rvu that all four attracted 
[peasant:; Ib'., ho ii, i i(d nc 


la.Jowner; aniot 


i. L .it rA_-nd( ,n aid control by large 

villa11l t L ;" to .oeroinu ti, power of the notables, 
whose iwe, a,s Aigain;t h t n.nmisnt, had nmt decayed itn had been 
trenqthened by coloi al '.o ojli j after ItotIction "against the inequi ties 

of French courts, mai i; m-. i And lar andalods who In.Lmipulated the 
system to keep thell IWAM:'lt1ll J MaCLI of duyndency.,"27 Ohey did -SU by 
providinq lx;a;mt. ,it "n:ciu-li ical ao:[;tn ice" by to ng "political 

skills and 1 ;rela,...i -.. vm;.ion U, ive Um1'p,. loant:: acceno_,:r to (and lever-­
age again)ti the ins n it, Wnn . .!t had I jio ony kal.t them at a disadvantage," 

including market:;, an :;vtn " lIy i, .ivinIp- oUan.-ats"Village level insurance 

and kax, welfare and ck,hmu;nal lIti yn,.c . .: that loire mare extensive and 

beneficial. than those Of eiLhet th, pie,'olunial at colonial [eriods.,,28 

in a senjose, then, t)h mTvCte vmes ,; eat teie kind at institutions the moral 

economisL wrpi, ly' imagine to l: Oxn xis t d ill the pst. They w Lkjht to extend 

the insurance ! welfar available to the p a-sant, rather thin restore tradi­
tional ju tt;erP. 'Twi v;: 
 to aiote oj tilJic-lselvfos but only the Commun­
iotS WE1 .In i, tly V, ! :i "VI-,iti.:al entre[or leurship" and in stiilisti­

cate, t'lec iiques fu ],eadd i W ,.n 1riizaton WD provide a blend of "selec­
tive nce;i.e " thot hr,,ght L.jut_, topedivjerse jroups--religic i, ideolog­
ical, ethnic,ito! i tin -- wi thin Vietiam. A3-;ad-,nt the Ho al economist, the 
explanation of this Eact does not lie in "foral propuIston" but in "political 

compe tence". 
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I1 

It is, periaps, fair to say that no class or element in society has ever 

received such mixed notices from anthropololiLs, historians, and sociolojist:: 

as have the p-asamnry. The "pealsnt mind" im; Wen epicted as "child-like" 

"uncontaminated , " "mn -i mar , " "presro k,'t . Mi,, soln1 aidl :atlL),Lute as 

"seamnless" and ,iolki. fo uinl-d 11)n iarremo l , "'nati Jl" piiLtern; of marriage 

and the fawily, p2as:Tnt It:I tudes to,0iwnj j = w od Ychwije ot goods as 

disdainful of acquii:tion, ambit:ion, oi Euin,, logain; W l iin. imoilastic 

GerinlO scholar:; saw the ancient pednLa t vili'r; A, Mapi 01 ic tiv, I,'­

iSiM, as did PCooso( ,a, t:O A do.grie , w ,re h; ,:.itt .1.1 i. i,)i t:' t , Wick:,d 

w.',,7 11 t ( tciTn , the perc!t. ani( finiest 'Q4 ito. ion ian 

:at.tr c,is exhibit-ed, wiere libert y, Irotr; n.y, i K y w, tiuly cx_,pi­

tied -- ryorha for the la:;t time. Mi y 0 Wis;;san inipolliat and MaoiJpils 

Saw the Russian closoe village, the mir, a; the self- staining economic unit 

that would 1-Y the :;lvatLion of Russ ia: recalling that ttarx and otheno had 

t htkqLthat th, re an", inevitable stages of economic change in any s ciety, 

they miid that owing W the already existing (-ommunistic mir, a direct tranii­

tion to s oOKi'UI O1ated vomun withot the travails of an intermediate Stage 

of induatrialization was I s;;i hie. Baron ilaxthiLaSLn, the noted German obser­

ver of Russia, -xpressl his bel ief in 1,17 that. the inniseration involved in 

the Europe~an iduist rial ,volution cO1].- 1C' avoided in Russia, for the 

graspinq individIJL so .ltnd "atoiization" of bourgeois society could never 

arise in the mit. 29 Nineteenth century travellers to tie colonies of the 

great ir~tisAM and Dutch empires ot to the societies the American Indian tribes 
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claimed to have "obs-rved" comunities in which i man could always help 

himself to his neighbor's store when needy; some of them spoke of pan.aint 

villages as hel tojlet ir with rivereael Wned:; rooted in blood relations; anJ 

3'1e dotited V,At.her the i<rept 0yr tty coidci e ato these 

Silaq,{ al- .all. 11, fathet ,- cynd icl cm, ietjes Soi , wrtu: that "to the 

villaqe iUo'. to tJo town,7, we imL;t tiir i far theW .1 d-Idatin ,Of tOfe iNcton Of 

soiet in to :heee ci. thu Socialisr proira;n" ,id the isodern wr iter VO'T 

h1.,(i claims that "'riu :-ihcid bi' t treats ]ihtl y th ifeilht rhat the 

Ir et lmilality .twe'' ,.e eoc izlist pri cip '! from each c::orCdirma to his 

ahiiitLv, u) each aocordin to his n(e,,ia' iiid the ji of.,:oj iC: iC [lilo)py the 

vi lJap is rec~xnsib], for the rather [ic:'iing fact that Nlirximom nAld itt, 

first ticket to a [ a'cInt, not o0 an iAlt, t i], , iety; "cr,-it and wile 

alone coutId r(I.rt have uYhi ev,] t-hi ' tair J. I ',Ic"; t.oqtt.)er with this 

-O'inorn ."i [i. il(' -,lly'" the el I z f-,.i t tih,l IieI.: i:vp "ii ethjcal temper 

'mi 2n ieqel ,UIld have, rc('ai ded ,.s tile 01 ,.l'nlIiri, coo: It I !diVidw1l is 

actual onlv in "he i, Ientity of al it Iitere:rtc; wit the total ."30 

Robert Red fiel d iehe r i hd the t'Kixica:i Paclint society of oi-pcatlan as "a
 

smoothly functionliI1ig a1d wail 
 integ rated ceo i t' s~o up of a contented and 

well adjusted "It rcent3 ; rci.o;i author has described peasants vio, 

despite ec ichirIships,io cannot be restrained from di sc ussing the 

phi lo soji cal ptob Iob of the imk.-f and ot: free dom of! tile wil .32 And so 

on. 

Po.kit.'s )ok is 1n ,oldition to the ritz roirc efforts to demolish these
 

idealized conceptions and to 
 present ,i siarply different picture: Marx and 

Engels blcntly shoke of the "idiocy" of rural lifu and of "iarbarism within 

civil ization" -3-the pe-.asants, Marx adced in tile Eiqhteenth brumaire, 

could never surmount their mutual h)stility to form a genuine class; peasants 
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were relics bound to disappear with the growth of capitalism; the peasantry's 

reactionary endorsoment of institutions liko the church., the army, the Emperor, 

were merely "tihe hiil iinih t uuri' i it; S >t h j loqe"; Lin a: Piekhanov 

attacked tim Narodniki with ,iiar vijoace fI r W! 1vin in moy h; ,bout the 

vii iqe; ,1 q Corky ,kl hi msel "but" ,j ,,t t t, ,!I te--rd 

thoug.htful I-,iid: l);Willt,iir [indefatigable o<uc!e ater truth W justice,
 

who wa no co.nvincinglyInd 
 aut ifully depicted in world 19ththe Iu century 

Russian litrat ari!L," answered that he (ould r)t., after mach ;karchinq, 
find such a in, :insverinj instead a "tough, cuhuin realist, who, Mien it 
was favorable W him, a"H? bow makemoll A, to hiui:olf ant as a simpleton" 
a man hl f-sa aIq, At id, Wavy", ".lazily, carelessly, incaj,hly sdijep'd" 
over the lans , ,jiny ULM Navvy A n ook on tieanives rhe bitter Herculean 
work of -[teaning tdin hti qoin tabe' of Puo;oia r- i cannlot con.1i cr 'tormen­
tors o the ,ople,' from m poi!lt of V W IL!aet raV:h'r victims.,"3
 

Oscar Lawis and Edwaro I; ti I ihave 
 Wirn t) AhriLWs malny A' the assumpt ions
 
of Redfield and hin followers and supplanted them With th,, grim cotegories of
 
"the culture of poverty" and 'amoral familism";36 other hield workers have 
come ow:'' from peasant cemmunities with memories of pasants as filthy and 
fatalistic, 'ilqlilO nd nigorant, dishonest, malicious, rancorous, sunk in
 

atpathy and lea;nos.
 

The (dcb!t. etwelo opkinll anld the "moral economists" is narrower and less 
eWtreme than earlierthose skirmishes. BAt for all the force of his 
criticisms against .c'ome noted j-xasant studies, Popkin's attack may not be as 
effective as supposes, thehe for more discerning amorg the moral :-'zonomists 
focus upon, and formulate views about, aspecas of life frompeasant different 

those he deals with. Consequently, his charges are not always relevant and 
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his claim to offer a "better" explanation of peasant institutions stands in 

need o- tarther detense . 'hus, tkrot t , M1o is singled out by Popkin for 

lmrticu]ar Attention, AiN,J 0 dO:S i:nth!t Wteu: to describe the transition 

fl[11 cl)o!- ito 0000 vi] i ,1.; a:; on, that: involves naKoral]y ,-(bje\tionable 

f ti'cltl~ ) p1 .t , . is " i'-O 130 "COill no In ,sn3t0 .elfaLre: while he says 

t; tiNgs, he is not AlWays discu mli "harm'" as Wfined by the "obj,'rtive 

welfare ct3 i.son " or anvain inall measure50td incoilly that Popkin mpioys as 

a /t L i . Hii a: o, is tp)L the "world of meaniing" t believes, coirectly 

b) Thct'ristirro i , .t of 1patosint coiunw ities. te exinination of this 

t : i'ld, be think , :ulquire, .ILtn.ijn a, diterwnL varietics of cvi­

tho,,:;- in]lenc, t:.I asi [l:]itic-1 :mi WS W a r "methodological indi­

ilKi q": "'w .::lvtl, he wr Itto r iJ,ia w inavanKt as we confer on elite 

1it,-,] W;t:c sW i i. l )f c:tir:Ir A hist:ry, a plitical consciousness, 

and a jurceptiroi A th, Ab 01 ifcttlre of his scietv"; "t.ht puasant as a 

political .'tor is uI.o Lhu A sa;ttistical astract of available calories and 

outgoin] rent and tLx ca es -- nur than:1 a mere iona: .;l:r is it were, whoso 

politics may be dtducei 11 J f:,Ia;KiI. 1:' l* >: .d," the rorItrary, "woven 

into the tissue of piasant: tblI avir..wihet!l in normil local routines or in 

the vialence of as upr1in , is the structrnt of i ral -niverse, a common 

notion of Sat IK just. " coLL wishes to grasp whler he calls the "[-ien­

omenacxx." of, pa L I>litih, the "view from the bottom," the "inside' view 

of t ir11itutiona; he is thLs principally concerned to isolate and 

desc ri LaivanaInt reasons for Ac tions, is contrased with the causes or func­

tion; A: such RAt: jars. "If the analytical goal of a' he-ry of exploitation is 

to raveal something about the perceptions of We _xploited -- about their 

sense of exploitation, their notion of justice, their anget---it must begin not 
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with an abstract rnormative standard but with the values of the real actors. 

Such an apprach must start phenomenolcgically at the Mottom and asK Viat the 
peasants' or wor)kers' dtefinition of the situation is. mien a [aszint consi­

decs 20 Fea: cent of his harvest: a reasonabl1]e rent and 40 leo nt an Uj List 
rent, tow dous he art ivy at this juJjmun? WhtaLerAu-t eion of fai rness does he 

use? On tlis basis it should xt pass ibhle to construct the oerat ional moral 

economy oI a ..;uLwr. inat: class."38 enx this trk will iyn)txx furthered by 

the approach of "tret in1 the isananL iure.y as kinda of marketplace indivi­

dtUalist Who amorally ransacks hiS CaIvi ramkeilt s as to reach his rsonal 

goal" -- a crithism nvant I ttre of Popkin -- for this would V to "miss 

the critic ja l ; ,1tp .,ant action.",39
 

Scott's entire ivti.ttion i.K colr. 
 y Lt!a U;preoccupation of achiev­

ing an "in ide" view oi p n'aIt cin',. it is t Litle thIt he SmyS that ration­

al "sui ,tutue o[riutod" jva s cI.n.wnlt with risky aid host.ile agri­

cultural nviri-mient will imize :curit y OLt of I,-r o deart h, and that 

these :me cunditrs will "gie rise" t) a spec:i[ic inoral outlook.40 To 

questiou ether this is :v: to }xrobe the exact content o! the "safety first" 

p.inciple imputed to I.asaits, to vmunctore tMt*v,-.ia assert ion2 that econoi::.c
 

circunstances somehow "give 
 rime" (in a single mind, let alone in a group) to
 

a determinate A:thic, to 
 ask 1,ow such an ethic can possible "mold" village 

institutions: 
 all this is a useful service of Popkin's.4 But When Scott 
says that the "subsistence ethic" shapes village institutions it is not clear 

that his claim can hK decisively overturned by amassing instances where 

"redistributive mechanisms" and village-wide insurance and welfare schemes did
 

not function ,-nzxthly or failed to get off the ground. This is because Scott 

seems to frequently describe, riot so much actual institutions, but rather 
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peasant ideals and preferences, peasant perspectives on what is "legitimate" 

or "i]l gitimato" "ju;t" or "injist," Il tenancy arrangements or patron-client 

relations, or the dist; ibuti) of citaxes and rents; he does not say that these 

preference:; imee always incarncite inl conlcrete conditions; they were, fie says, 

emboxdied only ,tiere vhe ethic w.i.;"tLroq": "the .ac ia skrength of this 

ethic, its ptotective power- for the viloblge po)or, wa iud fr.,amvillage to 

village, from rtjion to region. It- ws; ...-trongest in areas m.ere traditional 

village forms wore l] deveol opod ,nl iot ;hatterLui by colonialism. "42 

And there may x ak]dt ioLiijI reasons for the variation in strength of the! 

ethic: as even Popkin's, ma in ethi ogra[Thic -urce:.; indicate 4 3 there A-2re 

(and perhape con ilne ) iha) striking li;simiiarities in the social structure 

of the villages ii North and ';otLh Vie tnaim; those in the North were "closed" 

and tightly integ rated to a far greater ie-jree theirthan "open," dispersed,
 

counterpairts in the S not
Ith, only L,.2caue of conmiton economic dilemnae but
 

also becasle of the fear of colsor enemies--the weather, wild animals, 

pirates, bandits, raiding portlies of neighboring villages; it is plausible on 

Scott's view to supose that the strength and the node of social expression of 

the ethic differed as wll. 

As for those cases where he idmits that the ethic did not "work" at all, 

the extent to Mhich his work does not succumb to "romanticism" is revealed 

clearly enooY]h: he fully rec(xjnizes that self-interest may have served to 

undermine the influence of the standards of justice and legitimacy, the right 

to subsistence gurantees, the principle of reciprocity; indeed, in some 

places he nearly goes so far as to explain the maintenance of the subsistence 

ethic on grounds of self-interest: "we must," he writes about the provision 

of the minimum income, "guard against the impulse to idealize these 
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arrangements. Where they worked, aid they did not always work, they were not 

so much a product of altruism, as of necessity"; for example, "where land was 

abundant and labor scarce, subsistence insurance was virttia].ly the only way to 

attach a labor torce; where the means o courcion at tsie disposal of elites 

and the state was sharply limited, it was prudent t show some respect for the 

needs of the subordinate [OpIlL-ion"; in other cases, paternalism may have 

provided a means of preventing thI spl itting ar desertion of the 

villages. 4 4 Nowhere does Scott -,ay that the precolonial villages were 

egalitarian utopias: to attack him on the ground that these villages were 

marked by ineqlualiti es of .,.alth is a red herring; "levelling" of wealth, or 

class differences, is simply not the issue, for him; his pint concerns whether 

a "subsistence niche" was provided for the worst Aff. -.d when he goes on to 

describe peasant rebellions as "defensive, " he is maini'.' describing the point 

of view if- the peasant particip.ants themsetves: he is claiming that they saw 

their a:tions as protective of specific kinds of institutions, rights, duties. 

This central thesis is not inconsistent with the claim that the rebellions may 

have resulted in the extension of peasant rights and privileges or that they 

were organized and led by radical elites who thought of the uprisings as 

desinned to aChieve this outcome.'; 5 

All of this suggests that. a mutual appreciation betwaen the ,moral and 

political economy approachus is possible. 'lb say that a given jhenomenon (or 

some aspect of it) can >e explained in one way does not imply that it cannot 

be explained in ot.'or wars; the subsistence ethic may have coexisted with the 

factors adduced by Popkin -- it may at times have been dominant, at other 

times dormant; collective solidarity imposed from above "may have been held in 

unstable check by the same phenomenon imposed from below, creating pockets of 
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both piternalism and self interest. The rapprochement of tfhe two views is 
denirable-and rnt merely for de sake ot the moral economints. tNtwithstan­
-.- hi a rrtical1j t w, -S, t A lt-idit 1A hil foreal) argiutments, the neatnjess 

of nis techni Iic I t!j ie:] t), "coII(.-tIi, c- po<I, "p.] itical entrepreneurs," 

"select-iVe lch- " I rf: I ' tilf I U lijht ca!nt upon tel i­i n 


gioas tIOV(i-........-...1, 

l' 

ct the' " tit I tcost:;"--- i it evident thatPopkin'or
,n', "' 


Pop~km :1 vi.,-, 1 


iv. n':i j'}Lii: r !_i it.. , i n'? 

1 1'(:;o t ''t it ero .t) I str- t theory and diligent 

detail, ktit Vt. tiu it-i ot7 w- y; nati s-.ctor iy fused, and the 

flood of lta1 ,: :; ist i' nlliijtoi :0 pou the theory. "Uncer­

tainty" tht.:ivt\'o xi stud it n It- t vi Mti lagi aid thus ccl to self­

interested "privat:.L ilV t t tttL " :;Lrt , I' ( fvalutinic 


a doducti irl trortc 


IItW a I 1,] tO o n OIcje: this is 

at a:t1t c.t i o - ioniaic foha vior, t',t 1I4 it occur in 
fact.' low 110 : llh) I 1 is, ctir ,C,t i Iihitco r ica] ttlmat.r that to 

n-tttt< oxtheut nalyl) rVot I t:titt hypotjtnici the ]iiteratire oit precclonial 

VItt 1i; .'t .ryc, Ott itI'orLrant to pics, is nut always reliable, and some of the 

a~thi--<C tio 'i;i cite. , such an,. the French 'cultural :g ra[ler Pierre 

,;otrou, (-all he at2) icitdi h t til economists to support their own vie4 

-- Scott, for ex-1iopi., Ott-ihle Gotiro an; ti-lt ot the students ot Southeast 

Asian vilj0q1, .to ht,,', ruttt.rk,.-i til fto "illtrlli an 'al controls whcch act to 

provide ier Lhu: t-int: maI rio). V o17 t , vi la.,t our. '46 But in any event, 

titany of ti c Iir i.n utttred I is jnit to abuses of authority by 
o!.tahles, a r to Ofo xirtunitien to r r.tILtIilu osti ] ity and distrust among the 

VvJIaaatry, a]id these do lot SLIfic o t:l.pjx)rt the critical constitutent of 
his arjurent that Misused authority (and uncertainty about village governance) 

Ile to a chaotic [ower strugge. 
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Again, religious s-cts won over the populace through "selective incen­

tives," but we wish nt merely to K? tr)!]th.at such incentives c-xisted bot to 

be told which incentive; ,xisted and w]v. 'this is esix-cially important given 

the fact that 5tLec t: i ceotives wnr a, as Fopkin Edmits, ofered by a ntimbter 

of competin n,- the .1ois naively1oto: p)ra ids ce] for supposing 

that distrtLotfUl p ,;, t:3 joineJd to ol er in vii la,]e-wide insorance and 

welfare , !)henenhut ry, f r ox am)ple iid the!Et,a es oLapiciou' and crafty 

peasants tak,: up tLh ottlorsordly incentives-; -f the, b ao and :t.t, &:ty, those 

CAo , !al? Cazont ot agree createof the i<i the ( uld to collective 

irrigation ' ii tien? 'P i Eceston btocoenew o2spcially forceful Qren we 

recall that at the CLItoet of tht 4 r oeet: th! jidgj1ent:; of the "cC irts" aind 

the strength tie tho igio10iss)v.'ent:; ,r irpotent inof. "militin" of re m o 

comparison with their coas.nter prts: in th, colonir therIime. answer that it 

was "ms-s merchandisin j" or "orga;ii ation" or "crodlibility" invites mplifica­

tion; in those few place; %,here Popkin attempts this, he generally appeals 

to precisely those factors--reasons of etric," "duty," "noral ccyles"--stressed 

by the moral economists. Njain, if .easants readily took up markets when they 

saw the oiyortunjty for p-rsonal lain why then did they, as Scott haes shown, 

sometimes hand back to notables and mandarins the Portion oil seized resources 

that was left over after they subtracted their subsistence needs?4 7  Or 

were they not, after all, obeying certain moral constraints? Popkin's 

peasants are too colorless and skeletal, too predictable and standardized in 

their motivation; his view does rot provide explanation but merely an elab­an 

oration of the hape or setting--the categories and the concepts--in which an 

explanation is to be coucned. '[here is a theatre, one might say, there are 

scenery and lights, there are actors, awaiting roles, an audience present, but.
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the play has yet to be written.
 

III 

When he was told (by malraux) that Gorky had 
said, in front of Stalin, 

that "peasants are the same everywhere"--we ihve already heard Gorky's LUflat­

tering opinion of whAat Lhey are like--Mao is -a-id to have resornlded that 

"neither Gorky, i great vagjahond poet, nor -r iin the slightest thing;r n; 

'
about peasants. "
46 Mo was the leader and organizser ,£ the most
 

successful ettort to omobii ze and nterate j ruasint po)lation into a 

revolutionary moveMet in Wis century, ind this cnaratLar istical , te : and 

categerical judgm:nt may such ,yassec.;' n'ru tihan i-,oly ,,)osiing] interest,as 


hit howuver this may bs, claims bo t VAL 
 it:;Ls (or easant psychology or 

economics or culturu or pI] tics) are like orivrsal lV- indued even efforts 

to define tMe term "v>.asaijt" -- hMve qjain as ,]ain encountered the criticism 

that they are 'hut ilkxtel s or "ideal types" or other fi Jm1nts of little utility, 

proviioj .moall iuder stand ing of Oe teeming va'iety and diversity, the 

constantly alter ing and evolvig structure and character of peasant 

populations in difLerent countries, '-kjions and continents across the uarld. 

Nearly everyone a:;rees that. '>asants are generaly politically sutordin­

ate swlf sipp, rtQi. laborers and ciltivators - whether proprieLtor, tenant or 

sharec ro1aer -- wr.o meet The major]ty o: their cosumpt ion needs by ofmeans 

land husbandry, usually witth the assistance of family memLers, and live iI 

comparatively small villacge comUnities. But beyond this there is little 

agreement: are the nomads and tribalists peasants?of Africa Are landless 
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peons in Latin America? What of the workers in the production brigades of 

China? Certainly, the peasants of contemporary Japan, eqaippd as they are 

with tractors , t nsistor radios, refrigcrator and washing macrines, are 

unlike the peasants of popular 100- ,xiut,1 a; taLs;sx:,le- t'e; -- the 

peasants in manyi area: gr SDouth .Mur ica Xut!,t ;ia -- har !1] 1 ,alon.a u) 

tightly-knit, .Jistinct ivtul y "pe.l,!:I110- ' 
,[l .; !k<-)ot- :~ t i t t,? through 

periodic niqrtinj ind a :t of other a;ywnys in. t.Coo .1dr L n i sciety 

in w4ich they 2ive: th,, aru at lta';t minimill. :riid - 1i v ;nj in 

"transitioral" societies wAich straddle Kue old and tlit. new. s ,)rl- authors 

go further; pexasants are I it,:aolyally d;.apcar ii.', ,Nr:ry'c.-* :ilaced by 

new kinds of m)rkers; they mr, Qhri, !,i to 1n< 

catelories radically dit tr,.t ",T, 

nPLtit uS t.at ,a1jyZed with 

thos mployed t radit inal puasant 

studie:. To attempt, nh r t!Len; wircums;kinc,., u) er '2L a pa rftect[l general 

theory o what "peasants" -- or Mir value:s nd luniliefs and tiLieS and 

motives -- are like, to try W lii'. suich generalizations to events widely 

dispersed in space and time: all this, eame auth, )rs claim, may be an 

ill-posed demand, producing at .st an -nhrtW .alm of definitions and 

taxonomies, a realm of order unaccompn ied !, ders,,,rdinl
 

Neither 
 Pop kir. nru thos;e "maria oneomi SLS" he criticizes seem to be 

disturboc' by qucy acIL. ic and deflationary! reflections. They will focus in 

detail uon a particp]i, zA'.s. such an Vhiwt , but they are all engaged in the 

ambiti iLlair:;; om nr-) tin,-i ' about ".eoaant gals arid val ;cs," "peasant 

institutions" Mgi the impact o!xau thu [ c apitalism or hur :aucrocies), 

"peasant politics"; they draw free.,, uoxn such di:porate u-aurces of evidence 

as revolutionary France, Tsarist Russia, [Ilgland during the enclosures, Eutch 

Indonesia, contemporary India and d-e Philippines; they seek to provide gener­
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alizatiors about the reasons and causes of peasant rebellions which will illu­
minate not only the Ned Terror in Vietnam, but alsa the uprisings in Tokugawa 
Japan, the Pugachev Aid Sten Ka aazin ruvolts, the Taipiping rebellion and the 

1932 in tJnnyu IansanrEl Ga-',,iror
 

Bu't wha l-.:il :;G 
 ti,- :n.u ie,,e their researches to yield [or the 
conLte- -ri v Y My Airi.l lrobaby all claim thnat. the ".nnsantry," by 
Cumon ccj1-n-, :e [h< 'K)r,,,M ,-Atitltos ile LKmajority ot tWe rural -plula-. 
tion in thle world'n lowiIncOme c.u itri l,:: a! ire 


of intense s:rutiny an the port 


a,; iuctc r,,;rl.y the object­

u! tha, wiu desire t) assist in "developing" 

or amelioratinq the "standari of livhna" or "jNy:liLy of lite" in these coun­

tries: if the principles and I',; twa t ri p"a;ant saciety ano peasant 

p)litics Carl L.e ici vere.:, the ;r. t,a' n' 'at developxent-, the design 

and implementation of olicy 4il! Wi, ihncr.. a id d, and the prospects of 

agrarian nrest --- as e1.1 as tMe niml oi error cotl minttud by r eorn ist and 

reactonary goveriit;; al ike in the r -nrt lest in toe WimAiliCaon epublic, in 

Guatemala, and *: c.,ur!a, in Vi;tna"r--will disappe.ar or at least diminish. 

fiere, howewver , a: reerMen- ceas;:. "'Oe debate totween mora lnd [litical 
economy apprurache, is ot simnpl a rattur otf historical revisiornism, but has 
contemprar-, rel vanre Lth far the s;tudy olf revolution and for rural develop­

ment" : the rural vnaamistsn retard the elucidation of contemporary problems: 

.exaojgertin] din 'irt e nt the precapitalist village ... results in erroneous 

d iagnoses at the ai[ments oit cqtemnt orary peasant societies; these diagnoses 

lead in turn to misudi<,l i program:; v remcdy the ills'; "tIl emphasis that 

moral economhists- place on Hars and thY assumnption that only rich peasants 

will pursue inovation and gain generaly lead to tie expectation that private 

ownership of new tehnologies and innovations will be of no benefit to small­
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hoiders aid tenants and that only bureaucratic approaches to developuent can 

protect peasants from the hazards of markets...If it is accepted that peasants 

will innovate only as a last-gasp attempt to keep from going tm-der then it is 

easy to over look the mny occaions when adasant, irnlruvat, thewi l! in 

,lonce of crises, in ord er to riise their production flors, In the same 

'.~~it, ifi 15 I L U.. WIAIL IP' V1tU : : " M U O.t dz-Mz, .110l l- r 11.A 

tMt they wi5 noit strive ti raise their inern< iovn'i that level, and that 

they are rmnt interested in ,ow forms of cy.apt'llion, then it is easy to justi­

fy forcibie, development s Ll'h onl]y means to extract acoercive Ax;l 

' surplus from the peasantry tor indUstriilizaioni n. 

It is true that , frrit el the of theIor ine-tiLnce, that violation 

s tnl)stLuc, ethic iFnc1its di,:t.1tes MUtl, I'ke avoiehu if deVOcl.exirirt i. to be 

successful; the deteri rAin Q the traditional .rnt iOr order is re,]arded as 

explit . e by the peasant tie p.annin WrII-m~ovi sion o: "selective incen­

tives" fi.r personal gain mry 1x ). ;lee the: point--such dan: may turn out to 

be irrelevant or inreffectual or een Mile; what is issue is the hold ort 0. at 

grip upon the peasant of a distinctive rraity, a moral map rarking a terri­

tory of conduct over which its.: dictate; hiv. ririsdiction. 5 0 On the basis 

with regard to "much o .Krit hast Asia," he cutchrdl""i; that slf-help efforts, 

state-based patrorrage anJ nimilar "fall tabck" resourco; are unlikely to accom­

miroate the rigingjppui ii , -!! leviate xovet t-,; cipital i<st. development is 

l ikely to lead to in- ina!itin; and indeg rote remiunration tw r imary produ­

ceras, to corruption arid t-: be i tS tiS, 01100 the stato is able to provide 

means for absorbin] the land less "rl.:innt' labor (say, by guaranteed employ­

ment) the peasants will rebel x.xd the region will irrupt into blood and 

flames. But this dire judgment rests upon a numex r of assumptions about 
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contemporary Southeast Asia tlat mnay be questioned; 
Popkin's criticisms, on 

the other hand, rest on a misinterpretation of the s,-ope and content of 

Scott's "ety Lirst ;rinciple" old "subsi otonco ethic," in pert icular or the 

m st i-r-;t these [irincipls an] stan l.ards OXci de innovatio an ui ptrt of 

their aMherents or coidetmnl .A raiic in income.
 

Pokptin' a 
 -t ivy 'ow 0o)A Awsatmersc1 i. simple alld direct: peasants 

are M! f-inter 0 .. "it K), tile to innovations rom wihich they expect 

personal q.i"; tihe Ki.iculty in in 'teurirn, sufficient saocration and 

organization ao that pas~an t:; will Lu! iuve tIat "thMy rather than nmt .lne else 

will enjoy the fruits of their labs r"; "fi n problu. of or pini cation within 

villages iro car.oly examinexd it *comto:; ;1oa, L.,. ;nmanv ianoations fail 

for ,re not adnp:-(l) iot X lk,Otuo a psoitiv. rcoqrd or tradit ion or aver­
sion to risk, hut h2vcw,! ow-.30- ity ladurship ,,iJ miti]. ,iuitrtiit precltKL, 

the requisite cost-siar irj or coordin tior 
 Xt:2rTl in-:sants.' 
 His views
 

on rLral (M,erllton ar.. - h-tc;iiy pre?;ei te(1, loit t.ocertainly :;uyests that 

we e, .it dir oIL our Aforts into teaching the prefit nt:ive to peasants 

delurhy hi ;n ,iLi--sorket "nio ,;,: t,.speak cF such an iMibiting ideology 

may to a fairy ron,; if it st i : rtainly is rnat as significant a factor 

in the "coAt--- lrn, It'rx,-r i.;o;: o, 5 asin.: ,s expwcted personal gain. 

Pert api Wit a i sitt: .a!::it:.'inn; the controversy is, at bottom, a 

phi loso t-ical i r.wet.I t:- iif[rrot ::xlei or pictures of human 

nature that iar pr it,:, 1 I , t!hU "joelit cal economy" and "raura] economy" 

Approaches, co lict As to Wii-Ihla(torn, pe:rsonal gain or moral obligation, 

economic cortOitions o. -ultuiral trd ition, a, toW, use a notoriously dark 

idion, "more important" in analyzing and explaining hWran behavior, whether we
 

discuss the agricultural decisions of a peasant or the conduct of a statesman. 
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On this abstract plane of contention perhaps W3 may say this: no decisive 
argiment for or a-gainst a view is possible. But if Scott at times goes too 
far in anphasizing the role of the pasant's "morsl in iv rs ," Popkin's view 
may jLISt c aKminit coerlianion ror: his peasant 'economi c actcr.;" are too 
skeletal an.d protlicta do; hi un com[ it.:,a-d creed thait :cn p;,s ns every­
where are lalent nr-it maa itizer: mime MYdv ci.mal M:int;tif i conmpntLationm by 
development planih-: will riq Aboult.a irojor or,aniation of andf-interest 
&.,dunleash halt.hurt(o r co , ycholdji . l f rces leaves too ich iLusaid. 
Perhaps "pIm o qin" lsoni at the bani oi (11 "iae m by rational 

,conomic; to _-,y ;, :. ; m211-rii~il .t to]. V. And. certa nl,, the 
orga itionai W, m ! o'-' n. "nt ois4hpprton it ies for soI -aidvaici t ar 
provided is " criticai ram- in win omicn Rvibut;the Goatemal an 
cultivabir or the IntL O 1',4 0 resit; Ctiain,v, vaccinatiors or 
Cont i--cei Ves', or she Won ;P "con , " ti ittr iuasaniLs in prolmoting a 
gruen revolution, mighLt it a rational atr; evi if we st iplate that he 
is, he has a definite : tof olnions As to 'at are "gais" c "losses," 
opinions which are b und u, ii complicated ways with the rest of his at titudes 
-- sa, those concern inj; worldly Amiubition or tbe val i of contemplation or the 
after]ife -- an: whiich WhL rlsh irrevocably wit h the opinions of other 
members of his comnnity. w pkin's view doe:s rut really "r'-vidy an coplaa­
tion of "eajvant ,]ao and Ittitdes"; it is mire like m,eiboration of the 
categories and ooracep.o.n : tting in 'ni:ich an explanation might he couched. 
As a resul t, iiis vieOS Siw. recoiLiieridations arl u,der-developod. 1Ihis is 
perhaps whty hisaiscu.si,)r ,..f the .-cuLe]y relevant problems ishe addresses 
lumiinously clear but rCnconvinc:gi -- in contrast with Scott's view, Vic'h, for 
all its assorted frailties and mec&odological pitfalls, is less clear but far 

more convincing.
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