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I NTROI)JCTION emnales are an impJrtant segmnit of 
(]hana's I)H)Iilation, milking iql 51 Ill!rclt . 
ofi the tohal pthlitmiltioii. Theretfoe, if (i;al "l 
is goil g to achiev'e its iv\'iwed aim of 
nationl Iem\hiliJvelt itisiHJrtant that 
woniiii's iieeuds he k l its seriously its 
those of, m). True ntiniualul develo pilinlit 
will 1w ai:hievod iilv wheii theo living stan­
darl of ll lthItwpile -iiialesatnd timilalse-­
is i lipr'£od.[lnJ(u'utu, hnational (Id o~ehpient 

hias lio' ,ilsh mwi Ill ill\' de v lo,o i iig i 'li l­

II.i,.
last 

iii(:,oiiso it 
I(!\,' v'ea s. 

i ii)ll lllii ( ,lil o ver Ille
The ec )molih: Sillitio illA 

0, 1 t11ahas sutsut'ioed, althouigh smie iii­
p r o)v e.n w l~l h a s wl(:u.l l r e c en.qYI' ( I I ' l 4 , 

n itImber of, pool. pimple, partic:ularly 

woie.i .v eiin iio1slv durili this 
ptwri()d of((:)l)l( declineo. O)mc rI'lo.'-;( ii ff 

(;halna's inlcivising tov(.rtrly is rapfid popti -

laIoll~ gro,.ill . which call drl'n~li:alk, ,slow 

do.wn Ili deelopiieitl process. 
1f uCi)llili Io iIIii tiIIII isto he '(­

estahlishied and Itith iiiiloes aild teimili'es are 
to) belifit from de\em-clopll, Illell both 

sexes iiiius piiticipitihteltoively il the de­
velopient lorocoss. 'h' I arriers which pre-
Vent 'emles tirm comtribuling effectively 
to the ecoIniiiv 11111st ie ileoivl. 'This 
booklet outlines some of thiise barriers and 
wavs to lift them. 
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SOCIETY 


WOMEN IN 

SOCIETY TODAY 
.....
 

... .. . .." . .... .. .. .. ... ... .. .. .. . lThere have bee~n, howm\'eu, niany otlher 

)ot ill r-lollial (lilla was based ualges ill Ghanaiali ori e3 xale)1, 

on suf3sistt'm' a'gri:ultture (:hir1a3t;eized by tilt! overall s tru:tt3r' (f11 0w oe3oi00y has 
a division of, lab0cIr hetwevil illIes al fe- Ihanged to in(orlporate cr'opsfo IraX33rtS1ales. 'lI'lle for m'arried r 11lln Subsistene:) and n3a3*\1 "3nod­g3e3ril pattern3 %,'its (ratilh 

'.\milw both to :an for t1hirImprg ti 'ilies 1rn"Se'vi: inhlstrivs. The l3i3l3ts of, l enl 
id13i to i:llif v 33:li\'e. V\lt33 n3 and womeni' have bee1 diffe tapped tobe: ec3:33 tly'v3f1 
wV(33kvcl not merel 31tasks auxilimr to support thes ! new e(conomic: features. and 
those of 11irhisim ldsbut had dollies ofl m tortul33telv In1e' and wvol33'3 have ialso 

t \'<ert, to have v froimt1,,ir ovn. \\'ol(3t3 mpected hvlwfit(d dfile'3 tl tilt:!hantpes. A:­
t1133ir ()\\,It 333'll,i:33 In IIl co t o t)e l 8114(,hma33(CenIISs, f 3hI33sSourII'ces of 3133 35s33 N 

ip nrt th c hu:rdi3i(f or It l3't :ompose3 d of Ilw lol liltion.of l li;support l5 l ercmt 
-
of their lhol3-;1h3dlWol 33tltl,1 'l'w3 ciV :lll i 4 1rd the i)o,s. 5h to i3n3'3!assisted 

I)y tvt l33,performed lc'-h hasi: th'3tial talnits nFl 1hil f Iliot than h ll its hut3331t3 
farmitasks 3s Ilarttino. wXwdir3g., and1 har- rI!soi 1!s. 
vesting food :rops, in,tdditio to lookiog, As ill the past. agri:ulture,is the main 
after t1htir h3ones an3 l lies. In ishit-, area illwhic:h wotmeV achieve so3 degree 
communl ities, \X'o(n smoked1 fish 3l31. of e:oon3 i: self-suffici:ient:v. ''ading­
wherI'e Iossible. Sold or 13 vhXi Ilwv tri sid3revd a fllahe o(c1u­ht' 3d ditillv (:(o 

)rodue:d11. latio (haoa l3e:o3le the sv:o3
ill -Iis 3d 

+
Mlen untdlertook the mtore lhyi33allv ir- major sector f1or,v(33t'3. It has 11:F:33tehd3(l 
(1(3(333s tasks. su:h i3stishhm3, htuilitm3 huts. for tmore3t 3 the ' (if (3333­than 33333-q(url mInlh: 

and vati3l3h o T e3I'v alsoI 196)1. aln 'avelan3 fo31 p3:3s. 131i5h33it sillt3. As tlo' alas 
tilt!warriors, ptwtu:ing their fam ili(.!- and 
~omun ties from) itta:k andt the dlanger of' 

c:apture+and mi~sliaxvilivit. Whenl the tnwed 
, 

tooIk 'll anaro(se, howe\'(ver, womenliH li -in 

fought ahongsid+ tHick tmenfo~lk. Tlhuis, inher 
I1llly rohles, the (',iallill \\,'itsWoiaIII a 

mainstay of \',~tho faily~, the( ec:(o and 

301311333i~33 [3333 11131; r333(1113' 1333311(If"''~4t~./
Tod€av. Ilh(Ghitmiao,w(man, \vhelh(wr ru­

ral or urbll, is still expeteUd to Ilart\' and 
m ncy(h"hh-el. I1tu'lhwr. its in the: past,hlav.v 


mari edft~. c()lloHlliaoJ]V ac:­womeI(l !elaill 

tiv'e their.ow\n theill right. €:onitlting-to 
sup oIt of It! hotusc1 k3I.hoidl 1)y I*3rov3iding 

the~ir ow\n tmater'ial ltlueds as we:ll itsthos, of0 
their c:hildren. 

PIP (UIANA 
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gqrown,. mlore and I10' WVoIll l vili'll theirI 

IiVtlihloods fromi trading andf ceiIM1er~ (I
The etmphasis oil the e:lloioit: iithle­

eledlmn of wtmlell tn at . tairlv torliage 
ma\' IV hli jt 'letetet ilthe idea thathiVeT l 
hlrge [alli v is hest in (haimia. Woemen have C 
al wa s he lexpt:tt(I to support their (:hil­
dreul hrtouglh their own earnings. Iln otlithi 
pirts of the world, onie step in the develt­
nli1 prct..ss hIs lbegtl wheill ViniI ltgii SAM 
Ito work "iltheir twn right." This stel i!Io ft t! tl ill riiyl its.-;()( iahl w ith it dhec lille h
IlIo ow ve . d m utnld w,If l : )nitll o yIIn IIlIo f, 

(;I it I I) t,iiIlt ii it t ra(tI iIitit itI lt ­pIitions lik agr'cuttur( and trading doe(s v , 
n~o t r p n~l likekvto t;!,; tit change in lu ten 

fertilit
.

F~urther', social chlangqes like the'tu:lillte 

o f,la ~ill c :(lll)o nt li t l i e ll ctVlo tr 
y'oung wollwil to estildish honl~ho)lds Ikvi,' 
fr'olill 'iren ls r1I Its-inI-l;I., tho)t] it~ pa 
".1lo~dern.l" lllilV ll oducedt~t he pro'­( '(() 


lpensity tow\ard high f'ertility,. ' rl'(;hanaiiallTn ,n l()h' 
rl lsector isocclulpied 
wo lti stillled In! lnee tl Itr tugfamilies. aiilv ltv il s \'aTt l-; I tttr l reastoins. First, the
C:hildlr rnmlain thel 
 tilolrt 
flirld ltltteltt:illist of tielIt:k of ltth -etsxes to iohs twy fh'on tle, lhle 

mnaini sour eoIf trutlitional Iivisioni toflltt.or ltetweit the
 
leats Ineii 

il-lsuranct:e ild ttld tgt helielits. and wtllitll to dltne-tit lahtur both within 
mti ottsideh tle l fotrhnine. Stont:t thlose 
women who t wotrk viv fromthotme. the...... 
 ..... 
 . i 6 - n. 11 .'.."' tliiaitts ofttheir hilti lttlitsks inay leadWOMN IN THL Despite signiliiant in:tirsionls into stomt ot tah ( 1 btisttjsn otn liejclhigher

FORMAL,SECTOR ntitdern sel:totrs tf the t:ttlv. wotiet tHan that ttf tmel. 'titst:his es stomne (ill)I.v­still lag hehint Ineii ill:ertain key\ areas. () eis to :tmplain that womniti .'sprttthntutivitythle ;rfessioinal and teehnii:ual toccuations. and eficieit:nv generally ltw. lhird, un­lie 

itis tlnlv it,stalistitians antIl lniit.rsity hl:- ther the inflti.+nt:| ttf tratlition, girls still tend 
turers thal woll altrotctt:li evenlt ne-filth totgotto voctttiuilal institutes afhter coin­of joh-liol hrs. Il tllhen" ails suc:h itsengi- ptlt:ting ltriliary t'set:.ttlirv sc:httl. There
neerilg, ic:conting, the law. aid the seniotr they are Irained as sttretries, typists,
civil s rvic:e, tI'llnale reire;etationl iseitherminlinlml or niotH;×ishmnl, lt'-es, htlilietakers, dr!ssiakers, or
nurse+ry and ipriniary scholol tv'achers--jo~s 

that illIallniyailVrepresent illnextension of 
the fami Ilylttt:tlils exltet:tetl of wonten. 
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lle(it th lii11111. ltu ll) lu wich lwI\miS­

hlld 41
IWi lii l) 1 44~m ill s wi4 Iti lle14 

1111 ust141444l14'1 lii Iuuli liii uill sihjhtisw14 stlilbl ih lme11 i'45-JiIlmsIe 

1411lclil't114bv tt issig il 4litIv Ilil141 -o 
Ii 41.4I4 ) r'Ii s' 

____ ltIv Ild(Il l1 ljIqill- p'11111~ it5 1141'41111-, 
ii 114444 xi I.' 1 hhI41141155 4il c t.u WIliIIcII ll i ilill' 

4,~iI~, ,,,.c4:4,,,,I ici~cc.(icli'u h;IuiluitlI 4i:itd Iv( c i llo ll tat. 

()I~sI il v)gls d ilm ld d 
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EIDU(CATION As fellihes acquire limre Imlil s:ll..)Illg , 

AND) FERTIILITY the htelhde(:y i-v for tl(ir fe.rtililY 1() 1w I.(­
(tt:ced, l 011a'es whm stayv t school for 
lo ger pwriod: hWild Ill ma'r. ' il ()hh(r ages 

nlSlminsildh (tIm~siolls llml ch.lildbearing. i ;. 

Suich w(mici are'hAl (llilqlitil-dh)r ijhb; 
m l..-id( l sechm. id I1I v ills.1I.' Ir,.tli'l m 


wl.m (1-4Ip mil (dt .,(lu(m mw, lik(-lY 1h,11MATrr .. 
earl\v, i1m-d),1dv hwhmr. Ible h v.' iq':luir i-l 
adh llutlil kil(Iw h'dge 'dlmil c.m llrilc(pl iv. t 
p~rac(:l v:s. 'l' h k; m-lllwwq'th)rw lik(!l\,' IJ ll .. ,l l~ 

hm.'i, higuher h rii ,. . . 
IllliltI, III l)lI111.11tI) !. uis a'r i-. 

illli.r reIm]m O Ih ligh ll, t;I wik 11 itl Is d(6 gylm is Im selhm~hl. arv ()th-]I emphed 
droll ) mlul (dtsd,!lm . (Ji-l w.vlm b I u pre, In dehlm lslnah! tlwir h1(iil their hu.,s-­li.:{ I 
limit ilre h)r: ,' ) il lh il t (liw.iliom il (.i- bIdau s. ILikm v'isr. 11lli ah s w hilt, (Il Ih(wir 
u'ver!s I)c i it is dlilli<: l( n'"d (m. ill tl' m nd v's l lik.,to) lrm )vh Ilwcir lImr-w ers:h~r 
m u)st s int 111(ling4 ha I v isill di­(:{)Illtn'l C haim, h()w-Ill:fl h*i )()hm (\Ii Im w il 

|:l~ llll l! l l'l l , th M l I m \ lllillished't , 'lJw wv t- i\ l d~ III l, !­)lla l. '11' I H I' I h w l lllMVlr 
hmla h' ,,IIm h), in H d in Ilhl) M orn. Ilh ' 111 withn cilre t,11v ( klwi 

'To) liltl, s itt[[.0im). if k'- im t)ipr- W e,, dV{l Im v(h ' it sitfililiol ill w hich Im~e 
h h )H'11mH ) t g '11dtc ",t-i)r? I' de(:i- Ill hl !I.(,t m:(,s Illllv c:hildrel w ith vilrhioll 

s',i(Hln., if) skil\ ill ",i hmid.l 1t is, 'lns(1 ill la' illl \,.'ivl(!, illdl l( .].l~it( lllil-cs V mlll!1'- r Vw.ives., 

h{) inlc lh lail\ lit,' edlic'ltim in tm wllwi h {)i '(fl ' s pi)lss lrmH()lictive, 11w 
scII()md ( l [ Il~lll.n m hlitioll, (m(lilli(:el-Tlhe C m i(IImic-II:IS ()t sll(ch lllliHII."+oil 

lives "hmul]( i, II I. I ( 1(: ihh( to il! lIm.st WOMClH(l'did c:hilrelzz ci:l Il., hiarsli. Moist 
w\'lm requltil'v Ili ll. ]ll(w l ill I)()dv- 'll tmis Ililli(}lls" (h)[Im l livv with 

WVhoml t l I rilh'v(s s;(Ahlm d tple ll](inl' . ll ' l ' kv.iv,(!. Il|(l " i. I llri-m : ill Ilrb~all 

be)isCl ' ( t 1-imH cvi cZ.t~(kIII s lipim(tl' . lilt- it'I is Ihis hils (.m ilriillh-I toi m l imll([lilsv-; ill 

p]aillnm ( )t'g,ilux~, theh- pairt(it.S(wih v", h 11lIlea !( I hm s(Imdd . 

ill\,(!Stlllfelll ill !III[ is, w il-;hed. Ill such:! h()use! l ids. c:hildl'll are 

lartl, t i n\tivd ( e+I '1l (: l l. sulw.r­
v is'-io nl. itl (I dtistci! lilt. I]' lll I td herl. 

" " .. "°"""". ...................... °". . . . .... ......I'. .. .. ... :Sc I~m l I t:-;lalh t hdI' i,'ts a nd juveilhe 
POIYGYNY 'Ilhe n(wgiti\vt! ci:{rsm~itilcesl+ (d Ipoly,,gyn ,v()I delimpl .\ , ill.( ()ttll'[ i.-s{(wiated with c:hil­

p)opulationt gro)wth its well i.'- Illv+ ellia (:i- d(! Irtmr. such h(m ,.ws.'r'l+ c:hildIren­
illio)n of1fellale,. tI'-lust)b un lt~iolled. I)()h ' v - Ipartlia rk'll~ h( )vI llil-my ills() gro(w 111)to 
gyllOtis-tlnim s hielpI) ,.;tistain tradlitional a(h)lpt th.tsmile c:lstull attitudhe about sex 
patternls o)f high lertililv be lst e,-tw'.ives'- ill aild Inlarr-iiiw, 

7 
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CONCLUSION 	 Experience around l1w world has Shown 
that one important strillep, I'm. reducing 
population -'rowill i's to givc wollwil it Illore 
equal stake ill soci0v hv implovill". tiwil. 
education and stalus. 

It was oil this kisis llitil tho Natiollill 
Council oil Women and I)evvlopliwill mr', 
ustilldislied to proilloh. wollwil's I)iilli( illil-
tion ill llilliollill (Ick'(dopliwill .11illi locls. 
()fit! (:,Ill SaY w ith !)till(' 11i'll (;11,111.1im l 
wolliell have showl) 11)ilit% '111d mpollist. 
equal to their Illillo p'll ! , k%Iwil '.ivell 
the dwilc(.. For eximiph!, ill I.ololliill fillws. 
Yaa A sillifew ilil, the (11w ell ()I fill' Asli'llitis, 
lm l thr ,\sll;lllli ('111pire to kvll wilill.sl lilt, 
Hritish cololliill IllilsWI.s. 

Todilv, wolliell's p'll-licip.11ioll ill fill­
public seCtol. is ill(Ileilsill", ov(!I] Illoll"ll it is 
still h(dow It is I HIM 
WOllit'll Mll becoille fill Illon. pr(Ollclivi, its 
divil. tll(.Ills ilild cilplhilili( s aw (.1111,111cod, 

Tlw 1969 (JI'mil Polil:%, lec­
ognised Ole nm d h) implovi! the skillis A 
WOMMI: 

Win's I\ ill Im. soll"'ll! to ('11collill".1 (old 
proillob. prodlictik f. oild -oilltlll I'lliplok. 
ment tor wonli'll. to incrruse the propolfioll 
of "irls ellferill" ond completill" sullool und 
to (Im-elop (I tvi(lv vall"w of Iloll-school voles 
for Ivoillell. 

The policv docullivilt 1111,11ler stilles: 

The productive I!Illplovilli-Ill lot. 
IVOIllf"ll ill till- h1holit. lot.(,(.. is fill im pol-lullf 
uspect of lilt, Olorl lo mukt, lilt- hest use of* 
1111111oll lvsolllves ill Ille notion. It is olso (Ill
illeviluble pro'.1-essive sorief 
...Similoriv, fill- broodrilin" 10 1 edlic.­
liolull opportunities lot, "irls no ollik. ill-
CI'VOSPS lit'i-ded sociol, vocolionol, (Ind
lechilicol Skills, bill ()Iso ellables till! motion 

to bellefil 11-oill lilt! invul-se relationshipbe­
education und 11-ItilitY." 

Ill (;l1alla it is g(meralk, 11(divvml that a 
lilrp! laillilY is best: Ille (.11mAs oI this ils­
stilliption oil a voling girl's 1)ros pect s and 
Illv (111,11itv of ]it(! oI hm llltlln him il v an! 
ollt'll Im[ collsid(!Ivd. Education A Woll)(41 
k ml illiporlaill wil\. to climilliltv the bill-
Iiers whidl so(JOY phl(es on wollwil and to 
ledin I- l1w ridt! of poptl lilt ill]) I"row th. Edit­
( '11(-d wollwil dev(dop aspirations lol 

illd l1wil, hildren. Such 
mmwn will illiv.111cl. Ilicil. owl) stillus ill Hh! 
111(1 coll1ribille (w cll to (;Ililllils 
li'lliolial dvv(dopliw ilf. 
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