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CharI I 1"I!\'1!.lIs Ihal lilt! poplililtioll mol'll
Ihall dllllhbi dllrillg IllI! ~i ~'(!ars hntw!!!!11
I!Hill i1l1d I!JI\7. gJ'()willg at all i1\'(!rilgp ral!! of
~,fi IlllrCI!1I1 pm ~'t'ar. II~' cOlllrilS!. SOciOI!COllll­
mic dl!\'!!!opllll!Il1 hilS ht'I!1l slagllilllt i1l1d liv­
illg slillldards 11iIvP filsl d(!tpriorill!!d silll:t! tilt!
I !J7I1s. Forlllllilidy. siglls of all (!COllilmic m­
c()\'I!r~' havp surfilc!!d durillg Ihp pasl fpw
y(!ars.

Whl!Ilt!\,pr tlw populalioll grows fash!r
lhall lilt! l'l!SOllrCps IWt:l'SSilr~' to l11i1illtilill the
illcrnilsillg Illlmhnrs, prohlpl11s of socio­
(!COIHlI1lic dn\'nlopllwllt ilSSUl11n gmillnr di­
IlwllsiollS. For iI gl'l!at IIwjority of Chilllil'S
poplilatlOIl. Ilw provision of hilsic IWllds such
as food. hOliSillg. !ldliCalion, l!l11ploYIllt!Il!.
alld health S!!rVicl!S has hl!!!Il illad!!quatIL

Tlw ohjeclivl! of this hookld is 10 high­
light tlw impilcl of Chilna's POPUliltioll
growth on socioeconol11ic d(!vdopnwnt, ill­
c1l1ding inv(!stnwnt and savings. food and nll­
trition, hOllsing, Iwallh, (!dllcation, and um­
ploynwnl. This booklnt will also SUrVl) as a
gt!llmal introdllclion to ollwr hooklt!ls 10 be
prodllced 1I1ldnr the auspices of the I''lPll­
lalion [mpact Project (1'[1'),

1!11l71!170

III Il'rJlIs III' alJslIllII l ' 1lllllllJI'rs. Challa is 1101
\.t'I ulJ\\'lh,d, Tht' IlIlal Ilalillll.t1 poplIlatioll
sllIllll al LUI Illillillll ill 1!11\7. almll~;t dllllhlt'
Ihl' 1!llill pllpltlatioll, TI\I! pOlllllatilll1 dpllsil~'.
~I\ pl'rSIliiS pt'r sqlliJrl! ki!oll\l!ll'I! ill I!lfill. ill­
t:l'I'asl'dlll:17 pI!rSIIlIS pl'r sqllill'l' kilollll'll'I! ill
1!1I17, Thl!sl' II1Imhl'rs al'l' Ilotlargl' cdmpal'l!d
wilh I hilS!' of slich popliidlillll giillilS as
Chilla. IlIdiil, alllll!\'I!1l i\:igl'ria.

II is 1111' high rillp III' pOlllllalill1l growth.
Ilot Ihl' ahSI)llIll' 11I11l1lll'rs, Ihal is of 1:!1l1CI!rll
10 (;hilll.1. TI\I! illlllll.1I grllwlh raIl! hil.s ho\'­
I'rt'd ht'l\\'t',!11 :2,:1 alld :UJ I Il !1'I:t '11 I silll:!' 1111'
I'arh' I !,'lls, NI'ad\, 7:1 p('ru'lll of 1111' 1:111'1'1'111
pl)IJlILllio.' has 11l!I'1I ildtll!d ill II'" Ih.m :111
\'pars, illt:llldilig IIl'ilrlv :1 Illillioll ill llll! pasl
Id,~hl \'I!ilrS, III 1!1I17, Challa's rail' of IlIIIJlI­
lalillll grllwlh 1:2.lIll1!rl:l!1l11 is 1111' sallll' as Ihp
l)\'('rall ralp fill' 11\1' .\fricilll cOlllill('111 illHI
111I1l:h higlJ.'r thall 1111' d,!\'(!!opl'd world IIUi
pl'IV!IlIj,
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CRUllE BIRTH RATE

CIWllE DEATH R,\TE

...
NATURAL INCREASE..,

I!ltill

3

dmths Ilt~r 1,000 popliialioll ill In:ilJ til ilbollt
14 pl'r I,lJOO ill I!JB7, I\S iI rpslIlt. thll !'ilk of
Ilatmill illcrnaSt~ of tlw popliliitioll (lhn birlh
rilll) lllillllS tlw dmlh rilttl) hilS bntlllhigh--jllst
1IIldt~r:1 pl!rcl!llt pm yt~ilr. (Sl!l) Chilrt ~) I\tthis
rilln, Chilllil'S populatilill will dOllbh~ ill ~:i

~'nilrs.

For iI vilrh~t~, of social illld IlC(JI1011lic ma­
SOilS, Iilrgt~ falllilit~s iln) i111rildivl~ to Illall~'

ChillliliilllS, Tlw Chillliliall WOl1lall cOlltilllWS
10 III~ilr ilbollt six childn~1l dmillg hl!r lildillW,
cOlllpilrt~d with about two I'm \\'OIlH~1l ill
Cllbil, llw U.S., alld Jilpall, Il1lpr()\'(~d Iwalth
filcilitills alld sllrviclls, bdtm livillg cOlldi­
tiollS, illld illl:milsmi hwtds of ftHualn IldliCiI­
lioll have Ipd 10 a tltn:IiIlP ill dpath mltlS. t\,10fl!
alld 11l0rt! childnm am smvivillg to ildlllt­
hood,

I!,'ill

I'.\'('E PER 1.IHIII
CIi)

III

.111

·111

(;hilll<l's pllpllliIlilill. likp illl\' IItlli~r ClIlIll·
trv's. is illfll1l~llcpd hv hirths, dl~aths, illHlllli·
gralhll!. f\ligralilili has CI!iISI'd til Iw a sigllif­
icallt fador ill Challa's plipulatilill challgl~,

though ill I!lliO SOlllt~ I~ 11I~1'Ct~lllof lhl~ popu·
latioJl was horn outsidp III' tlw coulllr~', 111
t!lli!ltlw g()\'I~rrlllwllt issul~d tlw 1\lit~lls COIll­
pliilllcP Law, makillg it illpgill for 11011­
t;hillliliilllS without iI I'l~Sitil~lIt pmlllit til CIIIl·
tilllJP li\'illg ill Chililil. 111 this \\'iI~', tlw flll'l:igll
POPUliiti1i1l WilS n~dl1l:l~d til Ii pprcPllt of thl~

IlIlill POlllililtioll bv 1!J70, Tlw t!llligratilill III'
Chilllaialls to IwighlJlJlIrillg \\,pst Africall
l:lJulllrips, pilrticulilrl~, Nigmia, dllrillg tlw
lalp 1!170s .IlHI PilrI~' I!JBOs \\'as mVt~rspd ill
I!l/I:I wlwll Nigpria pxptdll~d liOll,()()O II, t mil­
lioll Challaialls, t\,ligratioll is tlwrdol'l~ m,­
ppclt~d til Ill! IlPgligilJh~,

Tlw pfl!sPIlI high Im'ld of Chillla's popu­
latioll growth is Ilw I'llstllt of pnrsistl~1l1 high
birth rall!s illld dndillillg Illorlillit~, ralt~s over
tlw yl)ilrS, Whih~ Ihe birlh r<ltn has stayl)!1 bn­
t\VI~lm 42 illld !)O births pm I,OtlO populatioll
SillCl) 1!1!)O, tlw dealh raIn fell from abollt 22

BIRTHS, DEATHS,
AND MIGRATION
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P\'P['\' 1!l:ollol11icdlly <lcli\'l~ ddult l:ol11pdl'l!d
wilh ahoullwo ddllits Ilt!r dPilt~udl!llt il1llHlrp
dl!\'ldopl!d l:IllllIl!'il!S likl~ tlw U.S.. Crmt Brit­
aiu. alld Swilzprlalld. '!'Iw IWI~d tll pro\'idp for
IIH~ I!collolllically dl~pelldt'111 pprsol1s puts
prpssurl~ Oil IIIP l'I~SO!lrCeS of t1w gil\'I!l'I1I1IPIlI
al1d il1dh'idll,t1 hous"'lIllds,

Childl'l~1l arc I~Slwciilll~' deplndlml. sillu~

'IH~Y dOllot work alld arl~ llol'll1all~' ill sclHlOl.
Tlwy 1ll1lSt IH~ fl~d, htlllSpd, l~dllCdlpd, ilild
providl~d with heillth Cill'l~ SP['\'iCl!s. TIH~ ilhil·
il~' 10 caw for Ilw dl~llt~IHII~111 populatioll dt~­

pl!lllls Oll tlIP slnll:turl! dlld stalJilit~, of tlw
t'l:OIIlIIllY dlld tlIP illCtlllW 11~\'lds ill1d orgal1i.
satiollal alJilitips of IIJt! IlilpltlaU!.
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FEMAl.E

111 a fasl-~rllwil1g pllplIl<ltilll1 m.l! Chdlld·S.
thl! proportioll of l:hildrl~ll il1UPilSPS Listpr
Ihall dl1\' othl!r agl~ grollI'. ,\ PllPlI!<Ilioll is
l:ollsidl'rpd "~'IIUllg" if orl!r 411 Ilt~rl:l~llt of ils
(lOPUliltioll is ulldpr IS, 111 Ch<lll,l Ihis pro­
porlioll has Ilt~PI1 Iwt\\'PI!1l ·17 dlld 4:1 l,prcPllt
Silll:l~ Ilw PdrI\' I~}!ills, Tlw 1'l:(lI11ll11il:i,ll\' pro­
dlll:lh'l! dgl! group.thosp 111'(\\'1'1'11 ilgPS IS al1d
li4. hds Ilt!I!ll jl:sllll1dpr SO pp!'u!lll of tlIP totdl
PIlPllldtiol1. This \'(Jllthflll agl' strllclllrl' has
SI'riOllS dl!l11ographic al1d t~l:OIlOl11ic il11­
plil:dtiol1s for (;hallil, (~I!P Ch"rl :ll

111 Chillld tlwrl~ is rollghl~' 11IIP dqli!lllll!111
PI!!'SOIl (ulldt!r IS or m'P!' (i4 \'pars old) fill'

o

GHANA
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CII,IIlT ~---
GIIANA'S POPIIJ.ATlllN

Ul'mER DIFFERENT FERTILITY

ASSliMPTIONS, 19110·2020

,III

S()llHCE: Hop/II Poplllallllll (;I'OI\,tll ill SIlII-SIJllllrlll1 ,-"rinl.

!",lnlll"l', H,. HIHI <:\llhdl'l. H., World Itllll., 111lL!

f\llothl~r imporlallt UIIlSI'qUt'IlCP of a yOUllg
.1Ild fast-growillg pllpuLltillll is tlll~ huildillg
up (If "pll(llI!,llioll mOlllt~lllum," This mo·
llwlltum IlW,lIlS that I~Vt~1l if ft'rtilil~' wprp 10
drop drastically 10 two childrt~1l (WI' \\"omal\.
t~ll11ugh to simpl\" rcplau~ tlw pan~llts, tlw
pllpulatillll would cOlltillUI' III grow for
roughh- 411 ~'(~ars, Tlw largl~ lllllllhl~r of ytlllllg
couplps will Pl'lldUt:I! llliUl\' IllIJrt~ hirths t'ill:h
\"I'ar thall tlwrt, ,11'1' dt!ilths ill llw pOpUI'ltioll,
t!\"po if Pill'lI couplp is ha\'iug lt~\vpr childrpll,
Tlw (1lIpl,l:lIioll will cIlIItilllw 10 gnl\\' ulltil
all i1\'t~raht~ Lunil\" sizl~ of 1\\"11 childrPll. sus­
tililWd O\'l~r llliUIV \'PilrS, t'\'t-IlluiIllv brillgs
ahllut iI h,I1i1llu! ill tlw llullllll~r of \'(Illllg alld
old PPOpll~, alld thus a haLIIIt:l' 11t~1\\'Pt'llllirths

i1lltl dpalhs,

\lVllilt would happt~1l if Ihl' patlt'rn of
Challa's populatioll gl'llwth \\'l~rp to t:hilllgt':'
I)l~mograpllt~rs t:all projpt:! \'ar~'illg patkl'l1s of
growlh flll' tlw futum, pach illustratillg iI dif·
fpl'lmt i1ssulllptioll ahout fprlilit\', Chart 4 il­
lustriltps llw dft~t:I fmtilit\" t:h'lllgp could ha\'t~

Oil Challa's total (Jllpulatioll siw ill tlw \'Pilrs
to COIllP,

C.ISP 1 i1SSUIllPS I:': fprtilit\' will dpt:!ilw
stl~adil~', rPill:hillg a tolill fl!rtilit\' ralt~ of ~,B

childmll ppr WOlllall ill ~ll~ll, CaSI! ~ ilSSUIlWS
thaI fmlility will dpt:!illP Illlll'l~ sl()\v1~', 10 4,B
childrm! pm Wlllllilil ill ~ll~O, Cilsl~:1 assullws
iI COllstilllt fertilit~, r<llt~ of Ii,? childrt)1l pm
Wlll11'l11 ulltil ~O~O, lJlldm all tlw assump­
tiOllS, Challa's populaliou will Ill! ndaliVtd\'
high al thp turn of t1w u~lltury, E\'lm ulldm
Case I, thl~ IOWI)St fmtilit~, assumptioll, tlw
populatioll llf 12,2 l11illioll ill 1!IIH will al·
most double with ill 1(; ~'t!ars, rt~achillg 2:1
l11illioll h~' tht) yl!ar 2000, ISpt! Chart 4)
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FERTILITY

ASSl ft\1PTIONS
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Tm: VIl:llllIS CYP.I-: OF

RAPID POPIIL\T/O;\j GROWTH

TilE VICIOUS CYCLE 0111' of Challa's prilllal'\' go:ds is!o illlprll\'I~
lht' lJU dil\' of lif,' of its Iwoplp, TIH' rapidlv
gl'llwill,~ pOPULIlioll ClllllpllUlllls Ihp diffi­
culI.\' of ,Il:hil~\'ilig Ihis goal. silll:l' all\' IW\\'
wl',dth 1IlIISI IH~ dislrih:ltl'd ,Ullillig gl'l'all~r
IIulllill'rs, III ort!pr to raisp Ii\'illg slallliards.
Challaiall,s IIIU,';1 Im'a!... Ihrllugh till' "\'iciIlIIS
c\'(:I,," l:J't'alt'd h\' high pllpulalioll growth.
III Ihis C\'c!". high fprtilit\, II:ads to a largl'
dl'P"llllt~1l1 pllplliatillll which Il'ads III Illw
I'COIlIIIl,ic prlltllll:li\'it\" clllllrihUlillg III a
low It~\'l" of ,sa\'illgs alld ill\'I'slllwlll. which
It'ads III low ,'-talllLml.s of li\'illg which ill
lul'l1 l!\ac"rha/I's high IHlpulalitlll growth.
(St~t' (:ha rt :,1

III ilrd"r to hr"a!... Ihis c\'c1I'. Illl! gll\'_
t'rllllll!llt l:lIlJld sll'l'llgiht'll I!COlllllllic I' 1'lI­

dllCli\'it~ h\' IlWallS of p\II'l'I1al fillallcial
horrll\villg IIUI il musl Ih"ll fal:l! tlw atfl~lld­
alll fuI',JI'l! dl~hl sl!rvicillg alld paVllwnl. /\1_
It~l'I1ati\·ld\'. 'irlll i 1,\' plalliling progralllllll~S
could I'l~du!:l' fl'rlililv alld tlw accolllpanv­
iI1g d"pt:lldpllc\' hu rdl!l!.

•..........•.....•...••..•......•..•..••...............•

(j

casl' of CaSSil\'a) IWI\\'PI'Il I!JlII alld 1!J1I:1 .
Ill'causl! of fOl'ldgll l'xchangl' COII­

slmillts, Challa has hplm ullahl(~ to import
food to augll1l)IIt dOll1l)stic Pl'llduclion. Tlw
daily pl'r capita calorip supply fl'lI frolll !IB
pI~rCI!IIt of Ihl' total 1'l!(IlJinmwIII ill 1!H)(J to
Iltl plm:l'lIt ill I!JlllJ. III a sludy of pw-school
childrl'lI ill Ll'gull ill I!JlI4, il was found that
n0l1l) of tlw childrl!n bl!longing 10 the low
sociol!conolllic group 'lwt weight standards
for their ages and onl~' H I)(~rccnt of Ilw high
socio(!conol11ic: group wern till! standard
wldght for their agt!s. This poor growth is
evidellc(! or tlw moderate but chron ic 111;11­
nutrition I!xisting among most Ghanaian
childrnn.

Thp grll\\·th of agricullural produclioll ill
Challa has hl:PIl poor SiIlCI~ Illl~ lafl~ I!HilJs, II
dl!ll~rioralpd ~;harpl~' during Ilw Illid-I !J7lJs
alld dl~c1illl!s cOlllil~IWd ill tlw !!,lllJs ulltil
1!11l4. wlwll Ihis dll\\'llward 11'l!11I1 was ar­
I'l~s!l~d. Tolal agricultural produclioll dp­
t:!il1l)d al a rall~ of lJ.:1 !ll!rCPIII Illlr ~'I!ar dur­
illg Ihl! Ilf!riod !!I7lJ-l!JlllJ, II furtlwr
l!1!t:!iI1l)d durillg tlw drought yl!ilrS of I!III2
alld I!JlI:l h~' (j.7 ppr<:lml alld I.;; IH!I'l:l!1I1
l'l~spl'c:livI!I~'.

Tlw Ilulpul alld dl!llliulll I'm Illajor food
crops is showll ill Chari fi. which wv(~afs
Ihal 1111) dplIlalld for all maim crops far I!X­
C1!I!dpd tlw donwslic oulput (I'\Cl'pt ill Ilw

POPULATION,

FOOD, AND

NUTRITION
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PLANTAIN

• DEMAND

CASSA VAcocoYAl\l

o

;'00

n OUTPUT

1000

);'00

TIIOl IS,\NIl I\IETIW: TONNES

1981-1983
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PI.ANTAIN

-----_...-.-._-_.__.-----------------------------
• DEMAND

CASSA VACOCO"1\1',1

, OUTPUT

1-1AiZE

o

;'00

1,,1111

1000

1971-1973
Tllm IS,\NIl :'>lETH/C TONi\:ES

c/{;\/l'r 6

OUTPUT I\Nll DEMAND OF MAJOR FOOD CROI'S

------ ------
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t '1111· JII1I:! d,llil frlllll Iht- ~Jilli<;lr\' III ,\~ril'.lIltlln·, (;'1\ "r11 II lI'li I III (;lJdJlil.
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and Sekondi-Takoradi. whill! tlIP rt!maining
third were dividl:d among communities
with popul,ltions Iwlow ~O.CO(). By ~Iay

I ~lB4 tilt! total nnmlll!r of ph~'sicians in the
country had dt!clined to 1117.

In Ilw fau! of tlwst! n!alities. the ~Iinis­

try of lIl!alth has IIt:signed a stralt'gy to nwl!!
tlIP Iwalth IWI:ds of tlw countr\'. Tlw main
objl!t:li\'es of tlIP nl!W strateg\' an! 10 achit!i.·e
basic and primary Iwallh care for 110 peru!nt
of tlw population b~' tilt! Yl:ar ~()OO and to
nllllint an dfl!diVI! attack on the diseasps
,hat coutributp 10 110 pmcent of tilt! pm­
\,pntablp dt!aths and disabilitil!s suffemd by
Chanaians.

Population siw and growth affect tlw
msouru!s a\'ailablt: to prtl\'idt! Iwalth cam
Sl!rvices to tht! populalion. Although tlw
gm'ernnwnt allocation grm\' from Ii.:l pm­
cpnt of tilt! total national budgl!t for health
spn'iu!s in 1~174/1~17;) to 10.;) peru!nt in
1!17~J/I~1I1O. rapid population growth has
caused thp pCI' capita go\,t:rnl1wnt l!X­
Pl!llliiture on Iwalth to declilw. It fell from
$(i in I~J72 to $4 in 1!l7~1 and to less than $1
in l!JII:l.

TIlt! num!ll!r and Itll:ation of h'!alth fa­
cilitil!s should Ill! c10stdy Iinkt!d with tlw
proportion of childrt!n and motlwrs in tlw
population. who IWI!d mom Iwalth care
than any group. Estimatt!s show that tbe
bl!lldit that would accrue in till! provision
of health facilith!s should fl!rtilit~· follow a
low path is liO pmcent IOWI!r by the year
20Z0 than if fmtility fo\lowml a high path.
Such msources could btl divl!rled into di­
rectly productive Vt!ntums.

Ghana has madt! considerable progmss in
tl\'erall health l:!\'lds since indqJt!ndt!nce.
Lift! expectancy at hirth increasl!d by almost
II yl!ars sinct! I ~Hi;) to ;)4 yt!ars in l~lB7.

whilt! tlw infant mortalit~· ratt! declilwd b~'

~(i IH!rCl!n t from I ~~ to \14 deat hs Iwr \,000

li\'l! hirths.
EVI!II lh'lugh Chana has madl! reason­

ahle progn!ss in thl! provision of Iwalth fa­
dlitil!s to its population. a largl! !ll!rCl!ntagl!
of t Iw populat ion has no acu!ss to nllldt!rn
Iw.dth can!. In 1!17;) tlwm \\'t!rt! 1.0:11 ph~'si­

dans in Chana. Full~' olw-third of these
worked in Korlt!-Bu TI!ill:hing lIospital
.donl!. A sl!cond third workt!d in Kumasi

---
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~1l1ll:WIlIlJ'I!1l1

~.a ,·IIi1t1r,," I"'" f<llllih· ill ~1I~1l.

·I.a "IIiltin'" 1"'1' Lllllih' ill ~1I~1l.

"lIl1sl <I II I f.'rl il il\' 11i.7 "IIi Itln'lI 1"'1' 101111­
iI\'! I.. ~1l~1I.

Ii

a

Chart 7 shows tlw prokction of thp
primar~' school agl~ Plll'olllll'lIt to till' ~'par

~ll~iJ undm diffml'lIt fmtilit~, assumptions.
Suhstantial difflll'l~ncl~s ill thp numlll~rs

I~nll'rgl~ frol1l till! Yl~ar ~lJ()() ollwards undnr
tlw various fmtility paths.

Consid()l'ahll~ savings in puhlic spI~l1d­

illg would l~nwrgn from tlw low fl~rtilit~, St:l~­

lIario. Tlw pXlllmditun~ on primary l~duca­

tioll rtlquirt~d of tlw govl)rIlllwnt ill ~ll~ll

would Ill~ ahout lill pl)rcPllt lowl~r ill Cast~ 1
[low fmtilit~·) thall ill Casll :1 (CIJnstilllt high
fllrt iii t~,),

~1I1.1.I11NS

III

(:II/III"/" 7

GIII\N;\ 's PRIM,\RY SCIIOOI.

ENROI.MENT, 1!JlIO-21120

.J

~

~

II

l!IBIl

II C,\SE I

CASE ~

C,\SI': :1

:,\(rn: It hoi" hl'I'1I .1 ..... llllll~d Iholl plilll,ln "Ilulld 1'1111111111'111

will illll'l·.I"I· froll1 711"" ill Ill/HI 10 1111"" ill 1"11\1 .tlld

n'.ll II lOll"" ill till' \'I'i1r 20110

Sill llH:E: ll'IIIlt! l'oplI/olin" Crn" III ill Still Slihurl/ll ,\111' '1.1".11
IIII'·P. It, .11111 ClIlhilli K. \\'olld lI,tllL 1'111.1

Educalillll is an important factor in dllVld­
0pllwnl. sillcP progn~ss ill otl\l~r sl~ctors dl~­

IWlllls largpJy on tlw I~ducatiollid altainnwnt
of tlw populal:l~. In p'lrticular.lhp I~ducation

of fl~n1illps has hpt~lI found to contrihutp to
propl~r Iwalth and nutritioll practilT; and is
positivld~' associatl~d with lowpr infant and
child l1lortalit~' as \\'ldl as Ill\vt~r fmtilit~'.

Tlw IWI~d to incn~asp thl~ quantit~' alld qual­
it~· of I!ducational faciliti!~s and sl~rvicps

ciulnotlll~O\'l!rt~mphasizl~d.and mustnotlw
ulllll~rminpd h~' rapid incrpasl~s in thl~

school-al_W populalion.
(Jup to I~xtraordinar~' gm'prJlnwnt dfort

and in\'pstnwnt ill l~dncatioll. <:hil1lil has
raisl~d its primarv SdhllJI Imrol:nlmt from :lll
plm:lml of tlw pligihll~ agp group in I!llill to
ahoul 7 I IJPrl:l~nl in I!JIll I. Tlw prl'llllrt ion in
:wcondary school roSI~ from llnl~' ;) pPI'l:(~nt

in ]\llill III :lli pprcpnt in 1\1II1l.
To hidancp tIWSI~ SUCl:l!SSPS. iUl0lhl~r sd

of statislil:S IHnl~rgl!S. 1\llhough tlw gm'pl'll­
nwnt has consistl~nllvdl'\'otpd a largp sharp
of its hudgl~t to l~ducation [approxill1atld~'

~Il pl!rCI~nt pach Yllar hd\\'PI~n 1\1711 and
1!J1II). tlw ppr-pupil pXlwnditun~ hilS dp­
t:linl!d: it ftdl 1'1'0111 $~O in 1!17~ to $11l in
1!17!l and $1 in 1\J1l:l, Il~' contrast. tlw an­
nUid I~XPI~llllitum on l~ducation in ollwr
l1liddll~-incoIl1P suh-Saharan pconomit:s
avpragl~d $~!l pm' studpnt during tlw parl~'

1!lBOs. l\IOl'Il than half till! drastic dtldirw ill
Chana's 11I~r-pupilllxppndilun~is dlw to thp
rapid growth of till! school-agll population.
Population growth has fon:l)d a choicl~ hl)­
tWI~l)n quanlity and quality.

In addition. an PV()I'-growing numlll~r Ill'
childn~n do not havI~ accnss to anv mluca­
tional facilitil~s. If till! fast ratn of population
growth contil1lws. still gn~atm nUI11I11~rS ma~'

nol 11Imtd'it from l1lodmn l~ducation.

EDUCATION
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unllmployllwlll was llstimatl)d at 111 percellt
or Ilw labour force; some independent IlSti­
maltls give an IlVI)JJ higlwr figllrtl.

Chari B shows the labour force projec­
tions from l!JIlO 10 ~O~O. NIlW labour rorce
Imtranls lip to llw year ~O(]O havll already
IHlIlll born. so anv declilw in the fmlilitv
IllVe! now willlHihave an impact Oil labou'r
force gl'lJIVlh untiltlIP nexl century.

Chart Il reveals lhat tlw labour force in
~()2(J will IHl smaller-lJY butwlllm 2 and :l
million-undm the low fertility assumption
than under constant fllrtility. This diffm­
ence. equal to nearly llIw-half the 1!H10 la­
bour forcll, is not insignificant.

If tlw nresent population growth rate
continues unc!wcked, ulllHlIployment will
mach even more grave proportions unless
them is an equal incmase in job creation.

211211211111

Anoflwr ulnsl~qllPnu~ or high rt~rtilil\' in
Challd is IIIP UlrrtlspolHling growth or llll~
la!Jour rOrLl~, ror whlll1l johs nPI:d 10 11l~ pro­
\'idpd, Frol1l I!lIjO 10 I!I;"O, flIP lahour lon:ll
1I1H~ 1l1111l11l:r or I)(lopll~ aglld l!llo fi ..1) gnl\\' at
an illll1l1itl a\'(:rilgp rillil or I,fi PlllUlll1. That
rigurtl rill' tllll 11Ilrilld I!liO-l !IBO \vas ~,-I 11Ilr­
Llllll. Ih I!lBO thp sizp Ill' Iahllur fmLll had
l'I'ill:hpd ..1.:1 nlillilln and it is still grllwillg
rapidl\',

TI1l' niltioll'S ,:apdt:it\· to t:nlalll IlllI\'
jllhs. hml'lll'llr. has nllt klll't lip with till' ill­
t:n'iISP ill tlIP l1ulllhpr Ill' joh sepkllrs. 111 I!IBO

2111111

2.II,hiltll'C'1I pC'1' Iilltlih· ill 211211.

I:1ll1slillll 1"l'lilill Ifi.7 ,hillin'lI 1"'1'
Iii 111 i I\' I III 211211.

I!I'III
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U RBANISATION Tlw majority of Chal1i:ians still live in rural

iJr(~as. IlO\vllver. tlw proportion of tlw popn­
lation living in urban areas is growing.
(;lliIna's urban popnlation is llstimaled to
havl~ grown at an averagl) annual ra!l~ of 4.1i
plln:llnt Iwt Wl:l~n IllljO and I!170 and :l.:l
pl~n:ent eiach ~'l~ar betW(~(ln I!170 and 1!Ill·\.
Tlw urban proportion of tlw total popn­
Iation rose from 2:1 purcent in I !lliO to :11
pmcent in 1!1/17. the result of incn~asing

rural-to-urban migration combined with
high fmtility.

Thus Ghana's urban population. I.!"i
million in l!HiU. roSI~ to ovm 4 million in
IlJB7. If present trends coutinue. the urban
population will grow Iwarly sixfold by tlw
vear 2020 but "on Iv" fourfold if fertilitv
~ates decline 1Il0der;;tely. A slower growth

ratl' of thll urban population will not onl~'

affl~ct tlw aggmga!l~ urban population siw
but also Illsslln till) burdl~n of finding w­
soun:es to nWllt tlw dl~milll(l for urban sm­
vict~s like housing. transportation. sani­
talion. and till! sU!Jplv of \\'alllr and
u1111:tricity.

The probltnn of providing such servit:l~s

is even more acutl~ in tlw largt~ cities of
'\ccra. Kumasi. and Sekondi-Takoradi. Tlw
capital city of ,'.",:ra. for inslance. hOUSI~S

just over 20 purmnt of tlw Iota I urban popu­
lation. Tlw otlwr two cities contain another
III \Wrcllnl. These cities. as WIlli as many
towns. havll lHlllumd grave housing. sani­
tation. and Iwalt!; problmns over the years
as populat ion pressu ms on resou rces con­
tinue to increase. In IU7:1. Illi percont of
urban dwellers hiHI access to safe wa!l~r:

only 72 purctmt had this anwnity in tbe
e<!rly I!lllOs.

Population growth has aggravatt~d the
govornment's ina1lility to nWI~t urban needs.
Any lasting solutlUn to urban population
pressures will have to aim at reducing not
only rural-to-urban migration but high fer­
tility rates as woll.

11
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"PlIpulation Crowlh and 1111, Nation's I{I:sollrl:I!S," ,I papl:r pwsl!nllld
at lhl! Chana Ndlional COnfl!rt!lll:l' on Poplliation and Natillnill I{p­
Cllllslnll:tilln. lJnil'l!rsil~' of Chana, (,l'gon, I\pril 1!1I111,

TIll: FiI'l!- rl!lI1" f),.·\'l'1l1plJll'IIt I'/lln l!/7[j!71i - UI7!/!11lI. Ministr~' of In­
flll"lIIill ion. Au:r'l. I !I77,

Ecollolllic Ilt,cO\'I'n' !'wgl"flnlllll' 01 C/lCIlll1 l!1I1-4 - UI/lfi. Accra. 1!)1l:1.

TIll! J)1:/I:I'l11i,lClnls lind ClInSI'I/lWnCl!S of !'oplllulion TWlll/s: Nl!l\'
SIIIIIIJIUr.\' of Findings 1111 Int'!l"IIclilJ/l 01 f)l'J/logl"llpliic, Econo/llic lind
Srwiu1FfIl:lol"s. VIII. J. Nl!\\' York. 1!17!1.

World !'opn/f1lirlll I'rospI,r:t.~: Esli/lll/tl!s und I'rojl!ctions us I\s.~l!,~sl,d
ill UJ/l·l. Nl'\\' York. I !Illii.

E\'tlll Ihough Chana's SOcil)(lCO/lllm ic prol>­
Inms can Ill) altrihUllld to a varinl~.. of factors.
tlw high growth ralll of its populalion has
undoul>tndly nXilcnrl>atl)d IlwSll prol>lmns
and will conlilllw 10 do so unlil growth
millS ,1ft! rtlducnd. Rapid populalion growlh
has undmminlld dforts 10 IIwd basic IWI!(!S
for Ilw incrtlasing numhnr of pl!opll! and has
also thwartl!d dl)Vldopnwnt dforls in wClml
tillwS,

Tlw \'ICIOUS cycln of high populalion
growlh and inadnquall) rnsourCllS chal­
Illnf·Ws prtlsllnl and futurt! altl~lI1pls al rilis­
ing tlw living stilndilrds of Ilw popnliltion,
Two allmniltivl)s for hrt!aking tlw Cycll) am il
["(ld lit:! ion in Ilw dllplnJdl~ncy l>urdnn. hy
nWilllS of family plilnning programnws. ilnd
increasl~d nconomit: dnvldopnwnl. Wnll­
manilgl!d fillllil~' planning programnws will
play illl imporlilnt rolll in rtldllcing rilpid
populalion growth, Tlw fruits pf any dnvd­
opnwnl dforls. hO\\'nvnr. mllst hl~ nquilill>ly
shill"lld ilmong allllw pnopll~,

R":FEKEN(:ES

-4. llnill:d Natillns

;,. (Jnill!d Natillns

CONCLUSION
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