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Dear Dr Asher 

PROGRESS REPORT FOR USAID INNOVATIVE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCHPROJECT-NO. 93j--5542 

This is another progress repor U as expected of the project agreement
(Limited Scope Grant P:'o ject Agreemett) document signed on 8/1-3/85between the United States of' America, acting through the Agency for
International Development (AID), an the University of' Sierra Leone(USL). Agai-n, it not s.tiywas necee to ,endI in interim progressreports every six monjths 1'or reason addressed below. 

We have only been ab.e to keep th( iel(I contacts going because theequipments ordered and sent through on September 13, 1986, byUSiAID Ofi'ice in Freetown have not yet arrived and with 
the 

only 1liitedsupply of water and electricity, .o I)reliminary work can be done onsite in the Less )eveloped Count,ry (LDC) institution. Coupled withtt absence of materials and equipments ordered, work is at a slow pace. We however, hope to make spee(ly progress once we receive ourorders. Despite all the problems outlined, our collaborators continueto make outstand ing aunti encouraging progress. In the laboratories ofDrs Bruce M Greene and Tom It Unnas ch, an antigen has been developed
which has successfully detected prepatent infection in chimpazinesand we hope to use this antigen, to test human sera as a diagnostictool . The antigen is being refincd now and if it is able to recognizehuman pepatent infection , it would ito doubt be a breakthrough in
long search for a sensitive and specific diagnostic test Jfor this 

the 

chronic debilitating disease of man. I visited the laboratories againfrom July 26th to August 30th to both observe and learn the new
technique, What is outstanding about isit its simple application,usefulncss under field condi tions and only need refrigeration of the 
sera and enzyme. It is a molecu.ar biology modification of the 
Westerxn Blotting Technique. 
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The laboratory at Njaly University College campus is almost 
complete and once finished, the collaborators wi].l visit, so we 
could start the test on the field together. We however, continue
 
to 
suffer from long delays in receiving funds from Abidjan even
 
for local travel on the field.
 

Finally, we cannot even suggest new dates for both the actual 
starting of the project which wil]. also affect the final project
report date. This is obvious as we approach N')vember 30th 1988;
date the fina] progress report would have been due. We certainly
hope this long delays will be seriously and genuinely considered 
when new (lates are negotiated. 

With best wishes. 

Yours sincerely 

Aiah A Ghakima Ph.D 
Principal Investigator 
USAID Project No. 953-554i2 

CC: Affairs Office, Freetown (2) 

Dr Bruce M Greene (2) 

Dr J Stockard AFR/TR/tN 


