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Thi!ll pap .. " do~ull1e .... ts the "''''Ylserv;;ttion problems b .. .,etting Nepal, 
many of which !Stein From goe-iEil and economic wc.es_ As·,;1< l"eslilt of 
deforeetation and poe,r l ...... d lise practl/:'''~Nepal hr.ls been 10sinQ 
pre~ious ground "lYJd Ic'slng v",luable time in '" r",,,,e "'Q",i...,st 
2cologiC'al Y'uin.. It algo i~troducec:; g~vE!Y'i:\l concrete progr.:uorYIp.'5 

for revers.i l"'Ig ,these neg cd; i ve tY'E'Y'rds.. QYH? of the br i gh:b?ost hopes 
i6 the Ylewly created King Mahendra Trll':>t for Nature Consp.rvation" 
an eY'lvironrne)")tal a'leY/cy dedicaterl to thF' pl E'Servatlc,r. of Nppal' s 
natural heritage. Another lmportant mission of this nr,m-p>'.-;:.-f'it 
oY'ganizatiol"J, uniqlt(~ ir-I thp l::hiy.d l.JoY'ld.. ilg to prarncltp. PC"'r".o";'Irfllr 
oppoY"tunity through proJects th~t require cOY'l't'ervF.\tion ,·,f l'"l"t'lt"Al 

resour~e9. Under thl~ shadows of their fragjl~ mount~jns1 N~p~lic 

a~e now realizing that ignori~g e~olog1cal imbal~nces M~k~~ 

E!conorni", developmer,t i rnpos", i. b 1 eO. 
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Ten years ego, It was dif'lcult to convince bureaucrats and 

intimately linked. 

were fine for rich western nations but inappropriate in destitute 

COllYltries struggling tc. protnote "'gricultl.ral ;;lYId indlistriaJ,: 

product Ion. During the last decade, with increased soil erosion, 

floods, and f",mines in the HrmaJ.yan zone, the number of skeptics 

decreased. 

Today, 'most Nepali$. need little cpYlvincirfg~ During the past 

monsoon the capital city of Kathmandu waa completely cut off frOM 

the c.nly two cc.mmerce rc.utes lir.kir'!l it with the sc.uth. Several 

days of torrential rains trigf'lered floods that swept away sever .. l 

key bridges, and caused land slides that blc,cKed highways. In 

l'I!any parts of the cc,untry, 

the drownir.g deaths of a nL1mber of Villagers and livE'stc,ck. 

Rivers ruined farmland and rice crops near harvest. Such ravagees 

of the monsoon can only be eupected to increase In severity if 

watersheds unp>'otected. These isolated ecological 

di,!>asters ~'pell economic decli)'".e for the> whole region if timely 

consel"vation l'IeaSlJres are not taken. 

The Himalayan Kingdom of Nep"'] serVeS as an Clppropriate site to 

deMOnstl"ate the principles of conservCltion fol" slJstainClble 

" 

development. The tasK of bringir.g about a delicate balance 

bE'tween Meeting the needs of an E'>lpiJInding popul.t1tion !;\nd 

pl"e"{>rving a fl""'gile .mvironM"mt is crLlcial Shah, 1994 "'). 

This land-locked country of unexcelled 'rIBt..,r",! beauty is also one 
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of the wo~ld's poo~est. He~e, the pletho~a of environMent~l 

problems is also stagge~ing. Population g~owth is One of .the 

highest il"t the wOY'ld. Two thirds of th~ people dwell in 

climatically hostile ",,...rI r~,;;gcd mo,mtainoLls te~~ain thOlt produce 

ol~ly one thi~d of the food required. Each year, the 4' major 

. rivers with over 6000 t.ributaries expe.rt 240 million CLlbic Mp.treos 

of '.Nepal's preciolJs soil into the. Bay of Bengal (Josh i, 1981 ) • 

it is one of the few developing countries wh.r~ 

leade~ship i!\nd the people underst",,.,d the tlrgency for n",turf"? 

For exarnpl e., 

parks and wildlife reserves in less tha" 1S years. 
I 

work, however, threatens to be L1ndone if conservationists fail to 

grasp thOlt without meeting the basic needs of food, fuel, fodder, 
. 

and shelte~ for iMpoverished farmers outside the park boundarle", 

there may be no wildlife left i"side (Sherpa, 1979; MUto,., and 

Binney, 1980; Mishra, 1982; Hinrichsen et aI, 1983l Mishr". 

1984) • 

The aim of this paper is tc. illustrate the hal~"t"> socio-

economic realities in contrast to the ablmdance of natural 

resources in Nepa'l .. It dClctlmey,~s Nepal' So effclrts in attainiYlg the 

objectives prescribed in the World Conservation Strategy 

(wes, 1980). this p~per highlights the creation of ~ 

unique il'lstitlJtiol'l. dedicated to promoting local development 

through conss'r"'vcst ion, the K~ng Mahendra Tru,;t For Nature 

eonse~vation, and discusses its agenda designed to meet this 

Qoal. As will become clear belc.w, Nepal' 5 envir~,"ment is irl a 

precariolls "tate, 1 ike a H iWll ayan forest perched on 
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precipitous mO'Jntainside.· It is tlie task of the King Mahendr", 

Nepa 1 's fut ul'e. 

2. THE: SE:TTI Nq': 

The> Kingdom of Nepal is a land of ur,;que ecological contrasts. 

Within a short span of about 200 km., the altitude yariea from 

less than N':10 m ",boye mean sea level to the highest pc.int on the 

Earth's surface. (8,848 m) and contains some of· the most 

oui;sta~jrlir,g Y,r3tural ereas jn the world .. The cc.untry's 147,000 

sq.km. include four distinct eeologle",l zones. Approximately 23)1. 

of the area is compl'ised of the hot ar.d humid lowland Ter",i, ar, 

extension of the fertile Indo-gangetic plains. The midlands, 

centrel region of' rugged ",olly,taiy.s and ter,."aced farml~Y":Idg, covp.r 

neal'ly 44Y- of the land. The rE>st of the country is dominatp.d by 

the Himalay"'s - a largely uninhabitable A~ea of boundless energy 

with permane-nt snow the Tt"c:l.ns-Himalayan reg 1 c.n, 

characterized by the treeless steppes of the Tibet.m plateau. 

These extremes al'e enriched with a diverse fa' . .,..,a and flc.ra 

perhaps ur,paralleled at this latitude. Bc.th the Orier,tal ",r,d the 

Paleoartic fauna merge hel'e. Nepal, ~s a tl'ansition zone between 

the",e two biotic pl'ovinces, PI'OVl des a natural laborClto'ry for 

test ing ideas of zoogec.graphY. Nefirly 100 MaMMalian species have 

been I'eported fl'om Nepal. The alp;r,e and ter"perate I'egior,s of the 

nOl'th include endal1gel'ed species such as the sr)ow lee.pard 

rnllsk deel' (!'1oschu~ mosch i feru",), the great 

Tibetan sheep (Oy is !\l!l1J))2.!l. hod 9 son l ) ;and the lesser p;anda 

(Ailul'U5 fulgens J. The steaming tl'opjcal Jungles of the south, 
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·. 
harbour!:> animal!:> sllch as the pre-historic rhil'-.e.cere.s 'Rhinocero~ 

'Jnicornis) , tiger ( Panther~ j;lgris ), ",nd 5 species of dee.' 

(Mishra ",nd Mierow 1974). . Nepal is ",Iso regarded as an 

oY"nit.holcd;;Jist's paradise as ovsr 900' speeies oCC'ltt" heY'e, rnore 

than half of all the species recorded for southern Rsia ( Fle~ing 

et '" I . 1979). 

Unfortun",tely. less is known abol.t the wealth of plant life in , 

this land-locked ce.ur.try. In ~he ~ngiosperMs alone, over 5,0fl10 

species have be .. ,.. list",d. 

greater than those reported from the United Xtngdom even though 

the size of Nepal is less than two thirds the size of Britian 

(Shrestha 1983). Mar.y of these e .... dernic pl" ..... ts are increasirlfJly 

il'". demar,d by pharrnacutjcal corno.;n'·des for their medicinal value. 

Nepal's endaYIgered flora alsci serves as a reservoir relY' genetic 

fodder, The loss of 'irreplaceable plant 

communities and wildlif~ they support is a tragic loss of Nepal's 

nat lira 1 heri tag"'. But ,. ;this by no means is the only 

JlIstificat.io"" that merits thei>' ccor,servatic'"". A .... other practical 

growing dependence upc1n wi IderY-'Ess-oriented tourism tCi gknerate 

reverJlJe ard erl1plc,ymenl::: iy. rural and remc.te paY'ts of the country .. 

3.THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC SCENE, 

3.1 The humal', dlle"ma: 

The United' Natior,s has classified Nepal as e ..... e c.f the least 

developed of the developing countries CLOe). The population is 

currently 16.6 million and is increasing at an plarrning rate of 

2.6 :I.. Thus, the pc'p,.llat io ... , which tc.ok 60 years te. de.uble in 1971 
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may now take less than 27 years to double again. N .. arly 40)c of 

the population is less than 15 years of age. The density is 472 

krn. More than 90 )C of the 

people are subsisteYlce farmers who depeYld upon depleted forests 

The fertility rat. is one of the highest in the world as it is 

cortJlYlOYt Tc,r a WOf'lert t CI have 5 - 7 ch i 1 dren. 

, 
programmes have beer, quite act i VE!', yet pnly 17)c of families 

. 
practice birth control. Infant mortality is 133 per 1000 of live 

bi rt!ts crnd 1 i fE" expect aY"lcy is 4 f t years .. Adequate health care for 

most Nepalis is lacking. There i!5 one docto,." fClr evsory 32,000 

pe'('scw',s arId cine hetspital bpd for every 5,,1210121 pai::ier,ts (RDB,19B2; 

Bhattrai, 19B3). 

to all children, the literacy rate is a mere 23 percent 

Only half er the eligible primary Rchool aged 

children 'er,rc,l1 i~n schools, even tholJgh educatio:, is -Free. 

Aside 'from tOllrism, 1. l'",d115t ri f;'S are very much ltnderdevel oped; 

they employ abol.lt 50,017.10 people and provide only I,)C of the Gross 

Dc,mest ie Product (GDP) • Although the government has heavily 

emphasized cottage industries, their average turn over is merely 

150 $ per annllrn .. The per c~pita irlC'clrne of 120 $ per ClYlY,UrtJ is orle 

of the lowest in the world (MaY,ay,dh,?r, l<JB2): RDB, 1982). Nearly 

65 1- of the 1.3 millioy, rural labe.ur feot'cE' is unemployed or 

lmder-emp I oyed (ADB, 19B2) • In spite of these hardships, 

c.utsiders regard the peoplE' of Nepal ·as hard workiYlg, friendly 

arId te,leraYlt. The Kingdom's Tibpto - Burman and Indo - Rryan 
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ethnic grcn .. lPS "form a mosiac of' rich .and diverse C'l.l1tures that 

still flourish today <Bista,l."'S?). 

3.2. Land ~\S!? patter,,: 

It is an unfortunate pAradox that over 90_ of the people live off 

the lar,d in a country whet'e only 20 _ of the area is ecologically 

SOUT,d for farrni ng <Bhat t r'1.i, 1983) • Ir, cc'mpa.Y'ision to efther 

rncfltntai Y'rOI.lS couYltries, the patterns and trends are more of abuse 

rather than use of·land. Definitive data on the tenure system do 

r,ot exist ar,d land capability'surveys have not beer, ~tndertaken. 

NeverthE'les~., Plarlr,ir'g 

Cornrn i 5$ i or. (NPC,1991) iy,dicate that at present 29 ~ of the land 

. is "fe-rested arId 2~j(. IJY'Jder agriculture. Natural pasture occupies 

13~ while 18~ is classified as barren. Water bodies including the 

.large snow - fed rivers form 3_ of the surface area. Urbal'", areas 

encroach a mere 0.2 ~erce~t wnile the~ gigantic peaks with 

But, 

the most alarming news is that forests ar, beIng destroyed at A 

rate ~f nearly 3 _ per annum. 

3.3 The ~ood Situation 

Bet w",er, 1 975 a r,d 1980 a tot a 1 Co f 15. 000 sq. Jun. of natural 

iY,cl'.,ding 7,00121 sq. krn. of highly prized virgin forests 

wr~t .. E' cCfrlverted tef agriculture (ADB. 1992). But, during the s~me 

period the per capita food pt'oduct i or, decrea'5ed as the p",p'Jlation 

explc.ded. 1r, 1980, gra i r, product i cm i r,creased by 3 " wh i 1 e 

popul at i c,,:, i r,creased by ji, per cent. It has been estimated ,that 

by tho ye:>r 2020, the populat ion wi i 1 have expar,ded by over 50 _, 

while the grain output will increase by o)'",ly 5 percent (NNCS, 

1983) • 
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f",dder pl",.-,ts(Bh",ttrai, 13(3). V",t, over 50 perce.-,t of the c",ttle 

may be suffering froM di~e~se or malntltrition ~nd many have 

4.3 T~E STATE OF THE NATURAL f~VIRQ~~ENT: 

It is worth relter",tinQ "'Qain th",t it tack only 5 year. t r 

lose 15;1. c,f Nep'" I' s forest s (ADS, 19(2) . This, cornblned wlth 

cultivation of .lapes aver 30 degrees ar land with thin soil 

depth, ",.-,d fueled by he",vy rnansoc".., r",ins, has triggered the 

processes of erosion. Soil los .. per "'n.-p.,m is .... timated to be 

between 20 and 50 tons per hect",re. This is 20 times more in 

weight th"'n the amount of rice produced from the .. a me sized land 

(NNeS, 19(3). Though some of the erosion could be attributed to 

the geologically young mount",ins, over half is cau .. ed by human 

activities (JoShi, 1381>. Soil loss in oV9rgrazed pasture is 

estimated to be nearly 40 metric tons per annum ar,d th'. top soil 

in crop lands is being reduced at a rate of 25 tons per year 

(Bhattrai, 19(3). 

11'1 the energy sector, the fuel wood crisis il~ Nepal is well 

publicized as 97~ of the people use fuel wood for cooking 

(Eckholrn,1976, Joshi, 1981> . Stati .. tics on supply and demand 

indicate that the deficit -verages out to 5.1 million cubic 

meters of wood. As more trees are cut from the reserve forests, 

the country will suffer from a wood .. nort.ge by the tUrn of the 
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century Upadhyaya, 1981). 

The demar.d for cc.",'"",rci .. I timber is expected to increase from 

2'32, 000 cu. 
• 

m • in 1980 to 736,000 ClI. m. in the year 2000. The 

contribllted 16.3 millioy. dollars in export earnings (ADS, 1982) 

shall hC\ve grave economic: coy,sequey,ces .. Consequently, it may not 

be long befe:.re Nepel becomes heavily deforested 

importer of ·timber. 

The gc,vernment's efforts to impt'ove human welfare is 

ce.mpotlYlded by the m1 seri es caused by the recurrent disasters such 

as fle'c,ds aYrd lands1 i des. 'Sed irnent s carried by the YIllmerous 

rivers and streams are ca'.lsing river beds to rise 15 - 30 co. 

aY))"fually (AVE, 1982). Twenty years of data on natural calamities 

i~dicate that there is an average of one major di~ster each year 

that kills ove~ a thousand people (Eart hscan, 1 '384). Other 

accounts reveal that at least two large hydro-electric turbines, 

several kilometers of highways, .\rId a few bridges were washed 

away during the last 5 years. 
'-

These consequences ~esulting f~om 

the degradation of the environment are not the only ones that 

im'pede h'.lman prosperity. 

4.POSITIVE TRENDS IN CONSERVATION 

4.1: An overview 

Despite the "pessimistic outlook for conservation and economic 

development few other develDping cOI.lntries can match the 

optirni!;;tic tl"'eYtds pl"'9vailiY'lg in NI?Da.l at prpsE?Y'lt. Largely due to 

the well publicized concelfn of His MaJesty The King of Nepal, 

plar.Ylers .md decisior. makers are realizing that cor.servatie.n ar.d 
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ecol"lornic developrney,t are inseparable. rnterYlaticmal aid and 

cOncern fe.r Nepal's environmental issues have augmented further 

Sir,ce 1973, a total of 11 sites covering approximately 6. of 

the country's sl.I>"race area have been de",lared as National Parks 

or eqllivClleYlt reserves. Ever, at an early sto1\ge, His Majesty's 

Gover",oent or Nepal (HMG/N) bel ieved that sound management plans 

-_ ......... 

caymot 'be fe'rmulClted without adequate scientific knowledge • and 

base line dat a. COnseq'-lent 1 y, HMG/N has collaborated with the 

SrnithsordClr, Institutie.rq Frankrurt Zc.c.logica! So",i.,ty and othE>rs 

i'r, the field ,e.r appl ied. ec0109i",al research Mishra and MaskE>Y, 

1982; W",mmer E>t 011, 1983). 

More rE>cent 1 y, the Soverel gYf of Nepal has eF,acted a sed 1 8Y,d 

watershed conservation ar.:-t to provide legal proviSIons for 

prevent i y,g man - rnCldf? eros ion .. Integrated watershed rnanC\qement 

proJ ects hC\v", beer, imp lE>ro",nt ed in several rnaJ or catchmE>nt arE>as 

by HMG/N. ThE> United States Agey,,,,y fe.r Internatie.nal Development 

(USAID) has supported more than a dozen programmes that includes 

soi 1 CC'Y'rserv~t i CIY, , w~tE'rshed rnaY,sgerneYlt aY'td proJects that rnor,i t or 

changes i y, the ey,y i roy,mer,t (Jcsl-d, t 98 1 ) • With' t ecM,.,i "'a I 

assistance frClffl the FClod and AgrjclIltural OrganizatiCirl of the 

Ul"d.ted Nations (FAO) , cc.mmunity plantation projects have been 

lclltl"lched ir, 29 out or the 75 distl"icts e.f NE>paL 

The role or th~ Family Planning Association of Nepal is not 

or,ly te. distribute. fre>e cCoy,de'Ms and birth cor,trol pills. They 

h"l.V~ beer, actively invc>lved in pl<'l'l'cing rast-grow! ... !! fodder trees , 

Lmder the aegis of We,rld Neighbours of United States. In 

"dd! t 101"', their projects aim at providing economic incentives to 
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raise the 5t;;mdards of the rural women. 

The air is clean and water plentiFul except, perhaps I r. the 

expanding city of Kathmandu. The par.oramic spectruro of Y'latural 

sceY'les comblY'led with an exotic cultural heritage are Nepal's 

bi ggest' 

the number of visitors contributing more than one 

th i rd of the revemue has C~.Irrent I y peaked to over 160, 000 From a 

a few hundred in the sixti?s. Nature - oriented tourism supports 

mOre than 50 companies that employ over 1000 permanent staFF 

and are supported by 5000 - 7000 sea50nal Field staFf. Per capita 

income of these workers 15 290 US <!; which Is almost two aY'ld halF 

times Mor~ than the national Average ( Shah, 1983) , Wilderr.ess-

oriented tourism is the fastest orowing Industry and j~ regarded 

remote part~ of the Kinqdom. Y~t. its suc~esses coUjn ~l$o ~e At~ 

demise In places like Sagarmatha (Everest) NatlorrAJ 

(Hinrlchser. et aI., 1983; Hillary, 19831 t~Ishra, 

Fc.rtunately authorities are learning that nat LIre 

conse>1vatloY'l Is the only insuY'"mc,e against killir.g the goose 

that lays the golden egg (PATR,1983), 

In addition to the unmea5urable cp,l.;mt.;lty Fo)" hyde.-electric 

Government plans are incr~astngly encouraging the rlevelopment and 

U5e e.f bio-gas ar.d solar energy (RECRST, 1981>, 

The government is stable and Nepal's ima9P ~R a zone of peace 

and tranquility is recognized in th~ tnt~rn~~ .~nal scene. This 

alone warrants internat ional support as ~ei ther cc·nservat ion not'" 
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development programmes can survive without peace. 

Viewed in the short-term, NeoaJ'9 initial co~servatlon efforts 

have been s'IccessfuL They have at least demonstrated that 

deterrnirled actions by the Govermner,t combir,ed with local and 

i nt errlat i ana I coy.cern have restored endangered animal 

pcopLilatior,s and depl",t",d habitat in many parts of thE' CCoLly,try. 

Furtherrnc)re, the social. economic and environmental realities in 
, 

c,ffer ay, ldeal VE?l',ue tel p ...... omote the ethic5 of C'clnservat ICI)'"I 

for dE'vE'lopment. It p,;"ecisely fon this reason that H'is 

MaJ",sty's GCtveY')'",mey,t of Nepa 1 sLtbscrib",d to the Wc,rld 

Conserv,;l.tion Strategy (WCS, 1980) at the b",h",st of His ~oyal 

Highr,ess Prince GYEl.nendra. In collaboration with the IUCN, 

MaJesty'. Government ha~ already prepared a prospectu9 (NNCS, 

1983) is plemroino an in-dE'pth NepAl Natior,al Conservat iCYI 

Strategy (NNCS). 

To execut", fully the wes, e-Ffort.s of the government alclne are 

"('Jot ~Y'Crllgh ir. BY. impoverished CClltrltry 1 i ke Nepal. MOr"eovl?r~ in ~ 

limited, every ,sector 

claims for preferential trE'''tmont. ThE'se realizations sparked the 

idea .for creatinq 8 Conservation Trust. A number of dedlcate~ 

cc'rlservatiord5ts from organizations such as the Srrllthsordarl 

Institution, World Wildlife Fund, IUCN and the Internat;o,. ... '1 

I rl<;t i t LIt e for Er,v I ron,nerd; 8. DE've 1 oprn",r,t (I I ED) WE'r", COn!;;U 1 t. ed. By 

~he ~nd of 1982, the seeds finally germinated whE'n thp e1",cted 

legislatc.rs er.acted the K i r,g Mahendra Trust 
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Corfservat i on Act. It IS Ylsrned after the late revered ;,'iC')'"Ir.\)'''ch clf 

Nepal, without whose far-sightednes., like th", Royal 

Chitwan N~tional Park. wCluld hif\ve been converted iYlto agriculture 

The King Mahendra Trust fo Nature Conservation is ,an 

nOYl-gcIVl?rY'lrnent a 1 and ing,tftution 

establ ished fctr thE' purpose of' conservir.t;i natural resources and' 

to It, is a.n acti~on-c'l}""ieYltE?d oT·g.~hizatio)'J 

that aims at strikinq a balance betwe",n basic human n",e~s and the 

needs fo'r L'ol".servat ion (Shah, 1984 a) • Initially, it will 

concentrate or, raisirfg funds from withirl and outside Nepr.ll.. An 

unique feature of th", Trust is that the Governing Board of 

Trustees will ncrt or-Il y be Nepa 1 i s, but also authoriti~~ from 

abrcoad. It i'5 the on 1 y Y'lon-gc1verY,rnel'1t organizdtion that was 

created by a special and separa.tl~ ar~·t of the R"striya PAy,che:tyat 

Eir Bikrarn Shah Deva to be its p"tror, and the nomin",tior, of His 

ROY"',l Hi ghn .. ;'s Pri nc", Gyahendra Bi r Bi k>-"m Shah, "'s the first 

eMairmar" has beer, '" great !Source of em:ouragemer,t in' att"'inir,g 

its go.;,}. 

The goals cof the Trust have been broadly defined in the Ret 

1983) • This incll..ides bri,,,,giYlg about ~ttitl1diYtell 

changes i)'", the rnaS!5es throl.lgh cOYJservat ion educat ion and by 

pee'ple (Shah, 1984 a). It will work in close bollaborst1on with 

The Trllst 

sLlpports field pr.::oJects that th,' goverr,mey,t or cothers are unable 

to fund or &xecllt ... 
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alternative energle~ be~ides fuel wood; launching of an effective 

ed w:'at i CoYI and publicity c~mpa ],g1",; applied 

ecological research and captive propa~ation of eYldanqered 

species (Rana et 031., 1984) • Above all, it's target is to 

iMplement prograMmes th",t "'_,pport the ethics of conse1"vat ion 1'0>" 

.. 
Str"tegy. 

The King MaheYldra Trust is a y,ovel concept for a developing 

COl_tnt ry li ke Nepa 1. Its success shall have iMmense deMonstrative 

value for other third Wor'ld nations. As a body adhering to the 

basic policy of a NGO, SOMe of Its characteristics are bound to 

be UY,o'rthodox (RaYla et ~l., !9C'!;'}. Dut, the r(lotive behind creation 

of the Trust is to insure that conservation progra"mMeS are 

p'ragMatic arid Ir, harmony with Nepal's oVF'>"all development c01'I!';. 

5. DISCUSSION. 

Ej";virclnmt?Ytt~l pre,blems breed fr"oro !5e~ds of a dlverse !'cH.\.Lre: 
I 

population growth, poverty, hunger, greed, ~pathYr and abovp .=1.11 

(Joshi, 19F.\.1 ) • 

The governMents of the Third World are faced with a serie~ of 

ceoy,fl ict ing i SSlles. Lack of qualified peY'sonnei 

coy,tradictory and sheort-si ght"d pol icies. gever~l offici~ls 

eYltrust",d wi th farrn for",,,t y l~~,..,t large ";c,,, I E? i y,t rod Ltct ion of fast 

n~owing exoti~s wh~r~as ethers are adamant on the needs to 

rn",irltain the purity of indigenous plaYlt comrnurdties. Technocrats 

want paper mi lIs and darns upstream frer. where the touri srn trade 

",a,..,ts crocod i les and rhi Ylocere,s. Peopl e want more f.;lrm 1 and wh i 1 e 

ecolog ists proJect thilt nature has re.;lched its th;-csh,hold. 
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Farmers want highways while foresters oppose. The poor wilInt Jobs 

while enviromner,tslists are willry of polluting industries. 

Leopold (1933) WillS ·one of the earlier naturalists to 

understand the relationship ;;\rId interdeper,denct!! betWeen the human 

environment and wilderness areas in the United states. In Nepal, 

too, problems ccor,ceived 10 years ago as being of a biological 

nai;L1Y'e are now known to be ecoYlornic and sc.cial ones. Delegates 

te' the Third We.rld Ccmrerer,ce or, Natie.nal Parks in Bali 

qllestioned the fllturl? of mal~y protected areas in tfle developing 

coUhtries that werE! c'reated over t'he last ten yellrs. They are 

seen as mere islands in a sea of struggling humanity, ...ith no 

real value to poor rural communities. Whet. hungry peasants . are 

forced te. worry about the source of their next meal, 

of er,v i re'rorner,tal conservat ion have Ii tt I e reI evancF.'. 

principles 

Recent ly, many of the seasoned leaders of the conservation 

moverner,t have vel iced th at conservat i on arId pre$erva l; i on Ctr n~t ll'l"e 

ihvolves process",s much more complex than previously understood. 

It carrroot be approached in isolation (Shah 1984 b.) Biologists 

and naturalists have to recognize that the processes 0' 
deve10pment is alse, evolutionary ar,d ~e't revolutior,ary. Similarly 

economists and developers "''.1st understand tMe quest for more, 

will eventually end up with having less • 

. 6. CONCLUSION. 

Today, the people of Europe, Ne.rth Rmerica and Japar, are 

preoccupied with thoi! issues of nuclear war '"nd "cid 

qUestion they ask most frequel'",tly is will we and oLlr 

Y"~in.. The 

ch i IdreYi 

sUrvive another decade? For the poor of Asia, L"tin America and 

Afri COl, the qLlest:lon i!'l more immediate - will vie survive uy,til 

, 



'.' 
·1 ,. 
I .. , . . 

tomorrow ? 

The 1:'0nservatioY, issues in the Third World arE' inextricably 

1 inked to social and economic problems. h', Nepal, through 

agencies like the King Mahey,dra Trust, we seek teo tackle these 

issues head-on, and create an agenda based UPOY, rea 1 i ty rather 

thaY, rhetoric. For years, field ecologists working in third 

world countries produced vc:.ll..tm i nOIJS papet"s and articles 
, ,. 

on 

wildlife. Many of these publications ended with a glib remark 

that the fu~ure survival of the wildlife species in quest.bn 

'would be deterrni)'",ed by preservation of critIcal habitat and the 

bett(;>rment of eco),",C<tnic conditions of poor villagers who live 

nerlrby. While rnany have pa.d considerable lip service to this 

notion, Nepal has given this idea highe~t priority_ Our roost 

but in the mountain watershed5 and i~ poor vl11~q~5 ~lo~lo th~ 

floe,d plains of rhir'IC' cou),",try. 

We urge donor agencies and conservationlsts to recognlze this 

fact and Join liS i,y, Ollr efforts. Conservation for sustajnable 

development ca)'", nc, loy,ger remain merely a slogay, of the We",t 

jJassed off to the Thh-d I~orld nations. Ignorance of this v.tal 

rel at i onsh i pin South Asi a and elsewhere e,..,sures a fLIt ure of 

environmental a"d econornic decay that all nations mllst seek to 

avoid. 

'. 
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