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INTRODUCTION
 

A land tenure system includes the rights and duties which regulate the use and control of land.
Although far from immutable, land tenuie rules regulate access to and use of land, the distribu
tion of its products, and provide the framework within which agricultural decisions are made. 

The nature, duration and security of land rights, and whether these rights are vested in
individuals or communal groups, condition the incentives for innovation and thus the rate and
direction of agricultural change. Most African customary property systems distinguish be
tween trees and the land on which they are planted, and rights to one may be held and transfer
red independently of rights to the other. Innovations involving trees planting (for example for
fodder), are thus affected by systems of tree tenure as well as of land tenure. 

This bibliography covers land and tree tenure systems in countries all or part of which are
in the humid zone of West Africa. A national, rather than strictly ecological approach was
chosen to reflect the focus of much of the literature, which frequently deals with countries as 
a whole. Within the region diverse customary systems and land use modes have been affected 
by rational policies of different ideologies and degrees of effectiveness. 

References are listed alphabetically by author, and subject and geographical indexes are 
also provided. 
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