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CHAD 

The Mission and FEWSiChad have reported that there has been little rain in the Sahel from 
about June II through July 10. caucipg much stress to scedlings (plantcd following early

rains in May) Across the Sahcl this \car, the rains have occn moving north more slowly

than usual. Since planting in Chad's Sahel can c tcnd into mid-July, the situaticn does 
not
 
yet appear acute. If the rains continue to fail. howevcr, crops and pasturage in the

northern Sahlci will be greatly reduced. Tni reported dclinc in rainfall is reflected by
iatellitc imagery, although the degree of decline cannot be determined. As )f the 10th of

July. there has been a definite decrease in \egt.,ation levels in eastern Chad (Ouaddai and
 
Biltinc PrCf*ectures..see attached map) 'r,,m those ,ccn before the rains began 
 in eirly May.
A second locus )f decline is also visible with in the Lake Chad boundaries. \Yhen compa ring
the Jul\ 10 satellite imagcryvwith that of 1986. however, the current situation seems
 
positive. except 'ur scattered spots in the ccrter of Ouaddai Prefecture, Lake Chad. and the
 
extreme south see map). Included in the areas viich ha\e declined since May are most of

those targeted b\ AEDES as being Csl)Cecial\ vulnerable during 1987 (cf FEWS Chad Countr\
 
Report 12). A further year of drought would deepen the vulnerability of their popu!ations

to food crisis. In contrast. the rainy scason in the south (Chad's breadbasi, ct) is progres­
sing well. so thit Chad could have a third bumper crop in a row while there is crop failure
 
in its northern Saliel. Getting surplis ciops from the south to these areas in the north has
 
been a problem. however. Ift lhe rains do continue te, fil. government purchase and,'or
 
trinsport of grains for sale or distribution in th,: n jrth may be nzcessary early in 1988. or
 
direct food aid if" the I'list stratcgy is not practical.
 

NIGER 

Recent \xeathcr reports from NOAA and Agrhnict indicate deficient rainfall in parts of Niger.
As of July 10. both agencics noted the continued slow rise of the Inter-Tropical Front that
has kept most frontal rainfa.ll (and most grasshoppers) further south than normal, and a
 
cumulat e rainfall deficit of' more than 50 mm in a gencially agricultural ar a roughly

bounded b%Tillaberi. Niane,.,. Gaya. 
and Birr'i N'Konni (see shaded area on map). Nornializid 
Difference Vegetation Index iNDVI) satellite imagery do not show a particularly grave
situation at this point. Only in Birni N'Gaoure arc arrondissemcnt-wide averages less than 
1986. Specific areas sho\ing comparatixely less xcgetati\e vigor include Pare W in the 
southwest, and the Gouibin Kaba wadi. north of Maradi, NDVI averages for the last 6 years
indicate a relatiiely "normal" year so far. They show vegetation in most areas in Niger to 
be roughly as vigorous as in 1986 and 1984. and slightly more so than ill 1985 (1985 and 1986 
were record crop production ycars). Nccrtheless. as the impact of the poor rains in the 
first 10 days of .luly \ould not yet be seen in the vegetation images, one can expect that 
iih_ 2nd decade images arid a\erages \vill show a drop in the vigor of the vegetation in these 
areas. The poor ra ns have already undoubiedly caused the loss )f some of the first plant­
ings in a limited nmbcr of areas in the southern fourth of tl. countr\. Given that 1985 
and 1986 were good hiarxest \ears, it is unl ikely that seco shortages are a factor, and these 
losses can be ,ccouped by replanting. if' the season continues better than it is at present.
In these arca. arnd others to the north of' these. the rains in the 2nd July decade are 
important for assu ing a chance for a nornial groxving season. In summary. the situation is 
not yet icute, limited losses of plantings have occured. the efl'ectivc length of the growing 
season has been reduced. and a "normal" ha rvest is still possible. 

The Famine Early Warning System (FEWS) is operated by the U.S. Agency 'or International Development, Africa Bureau,
Office cf Technical Resources. The FEWS BULLETJN is a working document prepared by Price, Williams, & Associates, Inc.,
and should not be construed as an official pronouncement of the USAID. 
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FEWS BULLETIN #1: NICER
 

Delimit ing the Dryness 
July 18th, 1987
 

CUMULATIVE
 
RAINFALL DEFICIT
 

Figures in parentheses

show rural population
 
affected in these areas.
 

Loga(72,511) i 

Kol lo 

(181,449) N 

Birni Dogondout chi
 
N' Gaoure (342,655)
 

(177,633) Gaya 

Dsso 23Shaded areas have greater

(162,665) than 50 mm cumulative deficit 

from inter-annual average.
 

STATUS of VEGETATION 

As of July 10, shaded areas 
were significantly less vigorous
 
than in 1986.
 

I-Say, 2-Birni N'Gaoure, 3-Dosso, 
4-Guidan Roumdji, 5-Dakoro,
 
6-Mayahi 
 Limit of green-up 

Sources: Rain/ACRHYMET & NOAA, NDVI/NASA, Population/FEWS-Niger FEWS/PWA 


