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Pest Control a e n'LOTHER PESTS Iv. " -

Estimating rzt damage In deep water 
rice d Ide r In ratdamc is estimated 
,thl S.Ahme.i £ntu,moogr DAidr. by quadrat samp Ing. but the method is&,,Dradvih Rice Rwo, I'hii:'iii ol not )etreliable for d c.Il 
U. Y. Vian. M .E.lur1 ,e. a ,' F Drcoo' .19 2 ,we sed burrow s r7cmnd r"sityVt'rwheI, PetlSetji Ai .(,io. U 
 ind avetage amount or stored rce ie 

.yrir iura Re *ari h lwrat. i did -, s-tmt siatGr:ip ir. ri osdctrd ct, inccs r de p ,,-aitcrs lo. 
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Data on the density of rat burrow 

r cbndin 7 deep 

w ate r Upa. -Ila
s (su bdistricts) by ta kin g 
a .On.%%id- transect and crossing 10 to 
10 fields from thene:irst high ground 
out Io350 m (see figure). D.nsity within 
the first 25 m w.-aslow because those 
fields arce\ca\ a' d for repairi.g 

B r osii ncrcascid from
highwa-ts and to build up island-villasgesthe 26th In and was Tmost conse-nt 10 

175 n.hut was low bcewrif 176-275 m 

from high ground. Observations 

indirated tiat field cordition wis more 

important to buro,.v density than 

diteance to high ground. 


At hats,e. we collected 23 samples of

cached rice from burrow systems. Both 

large and small burrows contained an 

average 1.7kg rice (sec.table). 


Damage sarics from Upa-zilla to
 
Upa-zi1la. Areas shcr floods receded
 
first c re hardest hit. Low damage and 

low burrow densitie s it Rupganj.

Polash. and Narshingd hi rflcct their 

low lying n lure. Even at hat vest he 
v. :rta ble wasw ith in 0.25 cm of tle 

suface and some fields had 2-5 cm 

t.2
nclng water. Under such conditions. 
S!o 
 not invade the fields. 
butburroo intothe shalluw bur ds 
serpnrating fields. Damage was tlui 
minimal. Mean dcnsity of burrov 
systems/ha was 35. mean stored rice was 
57.8 kgiha. and a.eragc damage was 

at2.Idm e to deep 3tierrice it upon 

Bun ' EttiritC %iot b ' 
Area tytiemi] rle tSttied rior0h.h 

Manikrinj 76 126 
•tsnitganj 71 119 
SMazikLrij 42 70ytij..pu 60 Io

tupanj is 10 
1 ol3111 .2Rup'inj 10 33
173 
Nirthindhi .20 33 
Daulkinai 27 4S 

Daudk;ri, 40G j r~i d 244 19 
G.il. .36 60 

te,.n 3.5 . 
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5.7% of the crop. although farmers 
reduced this by collecting cach.d rice s 
harvest. 

Traditional pst conrol pracices in 
t r i a pra c ice in
 

£,1. td, 
 .f,,rrr v u uli,.i
,V - i i c erT iin l rrr 
. ,,,. i .. uA.iiiw t/t 
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Extcnsikv surveys cf West Ar.,.:n rice 

farmers. particularly in Sierra l.eone. 

have prisiCed v-ilscsble informatt01e 

about n,.stnanriagmenL practices. 

Following are some common practis. 


F,lied tree trunks and oticer wood
remnants are left to help reduce term ite. 
dan,ai e on rice;. When ncwly cleared 
fields are completely free o0 logs,
termites t:ed ut.rice root-,and kill many 
shedlings... 

Before rain% season peak;,.sil is
rounded so that even when fields are 

flooded, s,'ilon the n.ounds2 remains
above w'ater. Weeds emcrr and grow. 

...
Just before field prgparation arid 
transplanting. mounds are btaken up
and scattered. \%hic.kills the \rceds. 
This practice it particuluirlk'comnun in 
the north. \\here hliti rice itrn, are 
located. 

Fields are fenced with paint fronds to 
prevetij,rodcntffron erin'. Rodents~~~cause
major dam;ag avrieponn.",c n rice 

lased on 57.8 kg rice ha stored by
 
rat:.;, the natidnal lots of deep :tier rice
 
in 1982 was 89.414 1(if paddy. " 

I n Sierro 

Irere
ne ricue'ti a tii.m t cr in 

more nec \'ance, ..pl:,ntcd in 
tditi r:e upl:ofJ ri caar a . veby
 

nixtu.". of" js r'duces dRiettagee hv
 
ina.ct pests :ticd di.:iir d provid,.
 
s.ahle 'k'lds.it cxfttirr t)i s ree..
I ticC 

fields with a m.tu e ufft,ricties atI
 
\-'rying m:ttirit. Some fntrner, -aid [his
 
prnctice makes rice avail:ihlh: snxed. • 

etrccur.te,. d.'tiuetive '-

sttrge pesis such ; rice we:vi .
 

Birds are r:tjur pests of rice in I\est
 
Africa: theref"r farmers like aw-ned
varicties. which lessen .
 

Ort:oglu.'it'rrivir and 0. .mitvitindica 
varieties such us Rok 16 and Ngoicare 

In mangrov, swamps. ramers plant
several rice sccdlinis [er hill to 
compenate for crab damage. Planting 

older seedlings also reduces damage.
In a \illage or Io,n. farmers tend in 

grow tlse variezy rr varieties %,ithsimilar •:'i 
dumtiot plantd -at moc or icesthe 
sante tine. A ,'ariety that mature carlicer 

than others planted nearby will hae . • 

i6rcater bird damage. 
Integrtecd wiht ocher tactic . thes" 

simple practiccs could serse its a hts 
for effcctihc pest mana~entcnt 

http:etrccur.te

