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A. Morbidity and Mortality Information
 

In general, 
the available morbidity and morCality information
 
does not permit valid cumparisons to 
be made over a 25-year

period. Rather than reflecLing the effect of sectoral 
or

multisectoral actions, it 
reflects the variable quality of the
MISPAS health information system. 
 Under the'e circumstances it
is of course difficult to distinguish long-term trends from
 
specific impacts o, effeuts.
 

The problems that most affect available information are:
 

(a) 	Under-recording on morbidity and mortality.

Morbidity is more under-recorded, but wortality has a
 
higher rate of erroneous diagnoses.
 

(b) 	Erroneous diagnosis, especially with reference to
 
mortality.
 

Since tinder-recording rates 
are not uniform, comparisons based on
lethality (mortality x 100/morbidity) are difficult; notoriously
 
so in the cases of polio and diphtheria.
 

B. Trends in Morbidity
 

Notwithstanding the above observations, certain trends towards

improvemfn, of the morbi.dity rates 
have 	been observed,

particularly with respect to 
poliomyelitis, diphtheria, and

whooping cough. However, these changes 
are not necessarily

assuciat.ed with the levels of 
vaccination coverage for those
 
diseases.
 

Other diseases exist for which 
no substantial improvement can he
said 	to have occurred in the 
last 	25 years, such as measles,

malaria, and influenza. it 
is quite probable that recording has
improwed significantly, but 
its magnitude is not identifiable.
 

Improved recording does explain the 
rise 	in the rates of
dia.rheic illness, hepatitis, influenza, and possibly syphilis,

although in the case of 
the last two the real increase is rather
 
questionable.
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C. Trends in Lethality
 

In this case lethality is expressed as 
follows:
 

Mortality rate x 100,000_x 100
 
Morbidity rate x 100,000
 

Significant improvements have occurred in the lethality rates of
 
several diseases: measles, diarrheic illness, typhoid fever,

influenza, hepdtitis, amebiasis. Others, such as whooping cough

and bacillary dysentery, do not seem to have improved

substantially in the same period.
 

The observed improvements are more pronounced in the period
 

1974-1978.
 

0. Trends in Infant Mortality
 

Based en analysis of the pertinent documentation, the (graph #1,

MSH, Feb. 1986, p. 3) INR trends are acceptable. The most

reliable of the various available estimates have been taken
 
(population census 1974, Edenh-II 
1983), as well as the SMI
 
survey of 1984. 
 The peaks shown result from the fact that when
 
indirect estimating techniques are 
used (Trussell technique: UN

Manual X, Indirect Techniques for Demographic Estimations.
 
ST/ESA/SER.A/82, N.Y. 
 .1983), the infant mortality rate

associated with 
women aged t5-19 and 20--24 is much better. This 
group of women gives rise to higher-than-average rates. 

It may be concluded that the 
IMR has been fairly high: 140-150
 
per 1,000 at the beginning of the 1960s, down to 90/1,000 in
 
1980, which amounts to a decline of 40%.
 

The decline has been sustained in urban areas, but after 1970 the
 
decline in the rural 
areas also accelerated.
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DIARRHEIC ILLNESS TREND .1960-1986
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MEASLES MORBIDITY TREND 
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TYPHOID MORBIDITY TREND 
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WHOOPING COUGH MORBIDITY TREND 
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