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Rural Women's Development Projects

Jointly operated byt

1.

The Committee for the Promoticn of Welfare for Women,
The National Council cn Scocial Welfareg of Thailand,
under the royal patronage of H,M. the King N

The Foundation for the Promotion of Welfare for Womeh
and Youth, under the chairmansﬁip of Luang Dithakar.
Bhakdi, & retired ambassadcr .

(Khunying Dithakar Bhakdi, wife of Luang Dithakar,

at present serves as Chairman of the Committee at the

National Council and Vice-Chairmen of the Toundation).

There are 2 important projects:

1.

Rural or village center project, to set up centers
for non~formal education for young women cf low
education in the rural areas., A basic course in
sewing, handiwork, cooking, health, nutrition and
moral precepts is given for 1-Z+3 months during

the dry season, when girls are free from Tarm-work.
When possible, this besic course is up-graded to
vocational training towards inccme-~generating
actiﬁities. The first of village center to achieve
this end is in Dokkamtal, Payao District, where
about 50 girls sew schooll uniforms, bfinging an
added income ¢f about 1,000 Baht per year per person.
This center is notw under the supervision of the
Gommuni%y Development Department., .
Leaders' trailnigg pfcject, training Buddhist nuns
and village gzirls who have gone through the basic
domestic ccurse to become teachers in the vilTages.

This course of trdining lasteé 6 months.

Co-operation for both projects is sought from

1.
2.

Governors of the provinces.

Tocal Women's Associaticns, which exixt in many arsas.
The Buddhist Nuns' Assoclation.

The Sistsrs of the Good Shepherd,

Community Development officials in the provinces.

The villagers in the locality as well as teachers,
monks and villsge councils.

The USAIN. grant, through the Catholic Relief Services, for 1979-81,
amounts to $74,100 for the Rural Center Project. Since January

1979, 22 centers have beeﬁ set up in the northeast, north, central

and southern provinces ¢f Thailand, with very good results.

Khunying Dithakar Bhakdi
The National Council cn BSocial Welfare,

Mahidol Building, Rajvithee Road, Bangkok.
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