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Rural Women's Develo-pment Projects
 

Jointly operated by:
 

1. 	The Committee for the Promotion of Welfare for Women, 

The National Council on Social WelfareO of Thailand, 

under the royal patronage of Hd,:.the King 

2. The Foundation for the Promotion of Welfare for Womeh
 

and Youth, under the chairmanship of Luang Dithakar
 

Bhakdi, a retired ambassador
 

(Khunying Dithakar Bhakdi, wife of Luang Dithakar, 

at present serves as Chairman of the Committee at the 

National Council and Vide-Chairman of the Foundation). 

There are 2 important projects: 

1. 	Rural or village center project, to set up centers
 

for non-formal education for young women of low 

education in the rural areas. A basic course in 

sewing, handiwork, cooking, health, nutrition and 

moral precepts is given for 1-2-3 months during 

the dry season, when girls are free from farm-work. 

When possible, this basic course is up-graded to 

vocational training towards income-generating 

activities. The first of village center to achieve 

this end is in Dokkamtai, Dayao District, where 

about 50 girls sew schooM.uniforms, bfinging an 

added income of about 1,000 Baht per year per person. 

This center is no*< under the supervision of the 

Community Development Department. 

2. 	neaders' trainigg project, training Buddhist nuns
 

and village girls who have gone through the basic
 

domestic course to- become teachers in the villages. 

This course of trdining lasts 6 months. 

Co-operation for both protetss is sought from 

1. 	 Governors of the provinces. 

2. 	 2ocal Women's Associations, which exixt in many areas. 

3. 	 The Buddhist Nuns' Association. 

4. 	 The Sisters of the Good Shepherd. 

5. 	 Community Development officials in the provinces. 

6. 	 The villagers in the loality as well as teachers, 

monks and village councils. 

The UJAT grant, through the Catholic Relief Services, for 1979-81, 

amounts to $74,100 for the Rural Center Project. Since January 

1979, 22 centers have been set up in the northeast, north, central 

and southern provinces of Thailand, with very good results. 

Khunying Dithakar Bhakdi 

The National Council on Social Welfare, 

Mahidol Building, Rajvithee Road, Bangkok. 
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