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NO'II:S ON TE ROLE OF RURAL PAKISTANI 

WOMIN IN FAHING IN THE NORTHWEST 

FRONTkER PROVINCE 

MALIK ASHRAF 

It -is g-r'ahlally being accepted that women in Pakistan make a directcontribution in lic., farming sector. The extent and n.itixr, of their con'Lribution, however, is 1,ot fully known to development Dlan;ers. In the past, vtryLittle socio-ec'oC) c res;earch has directedbeen towanri the role of ruralPakistani wo wn. : ; a consequence, their participation in agricultural deve
lopilient has hceen iPJ10r'd. 

'Th0s sl')-t
general role that 

article is an attempt to enhance under-stancting of thewomen in the NqFP play in farming. 'The data u-ed are taJ enfrom the! maize economic survey study underrtaken in select -1 parts of NqWEP1975-76. This study was org,.inized by CIMMT in ( _]abor,±Lon with 
inj 

the WFPDepartment of Agiculture. Data were gathered from 040 fanners. 

Th:s shol-t note is on elaboration of a small piece frnn the overall resear-h ]rkanu(cYpript b1 Dr. il. Ashraf, titled "Maize in the Small Fanring Irxxiuctior Sys taOf the North-West n-ontier Provi!nce of Pakistan".Stpport for, this ri.soiearch study was received from CIhT1'f, ForJ lbundat~on,WIT) Dt-') a vtrm.ent of Ag-ricu.tuw and Maize and Millets Researcl Institute,Pirsabak. 'llhc author is particularly indebted to Ionald Winkelmarn andRichiard Perrin for their continued support during all phases of research
work. 

Dr. Ashr,jf received his IPh.D. in Agricultural EconomicsUniverilty of Mnf; ;.:j,:hu.setts at thein 1974. He was employed by CIMMY'T during tlcperiod when the s tudy was undertaken and report was written. He is no,with the USAID in Views .efiected here are no!- necessarily thos,
of CIHIYT or I.0AID. 
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to~ these customs, , omen arnot pected to be, stI i barefaced outside' their :W.4 
hcre Said ethnic, groups~ su~ch~ab Syeds, Rajputs, an d'Paldituns observe,

these nons,,erysticiy' while obther, ethnic pmOups~lIJea and*as
observer such: tabcIs less ret-rictiveiy.'and het out ,s,l 11m 

"Purdah" to_ a§sd't in' tfield chores.? T'he pafts of. N'WF1 where -thisIstudy was'~ 

~undertaken include ,the districts of M~ardan' aiT eshj~iwar and the division of, 
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"Ibe~nhbitnsof P-eshwar~ andMardan are mnostlyj. Pakhtun but -those,
in ~Haziare ethnically mrixe.d -d mre ).iber . i ti their.A"bchavior. 

Tabls~re 1,includes eight typical farm 43ctiyi-tie, 'pe-rtaini'ng to crop.:
<an~d Lvsokentor'piises; 11he" fir*s't three activities are related to; the
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Thactivities,conce7ed with Livestock, include: feeding 'and na1-k
-irg' dainy ,aniro-s.' 7 Fbding"~Activities 'usually include :, pasturing,. hai.-est -' ~ p i-inggenf6 e T-M ithe1 i~s,'haf px-e emsit'- nrotco d<, 
maonger fedin. fo paper the&f! stth~e& rr~u~reof"ti-L ' i 

Siinciud~ sin~e'te ar siaKhanidled bnriM The'ren-uin temns 2are 
ddi /,A9done- ins'ide. the:f'mid y Coonid.' . Siriilarly, 7milkSn aizy, animals 

'~i~d~A4insie te c% poxund.\ "Some ot'her daily$ikad~ing 'activities,_ 
whih,,are not, n'lude here:,, but whic~i ;are alwy done by' wome~n, Kare ps

-tn-rd1 o-D iy gurt) ancip-r ce! siig'butter. 

<fl'e reiryhni i rig thre, production actvte refer, to harvesting,'
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Table 1. Participation of Wojjen in Various Farm Work Activities in Selected 
Tehsi Is of N.W.F.P., Pakistan 

(Percentage of Families) 

Peshawar 
Hazara _ivision Mardui Dist. Distrt1_i ct 

Farm Work Activity 'ar]-i Abot- F msehraIZ wea Mar.]an Char- %¢kshe- Average, 
pur tabad Bat agr.ur, sadda ra/Pesh

_______ ___ _____ ______ _ ___ ___awar 

No. of Sample Farms 32 44 44 26 34 26 34 240 

1. Cleaning Seed 81 59 70 62 62 58 71 66 
2. Drying Grains 47 73 80 46 79 69 71 68 
3. Selling Grains 
4. Feeding Livestock 

9 
28 

0 
52 

5 
39 

0 
46 

0 
76 

0 
58 

0 
56 

2 
50 

5. Milking Dairy
Aninvals 34 52 32 62 91 92 100 64 

6. Harvesting and 
Husking Crop 

7. Shelling Cobs 
8. Th itririg/Weeding 

28 
22 
16 

55 
25 
27 

39 
32 
41 

0 
65 
0 

0 
38 
0 

0 
38 
0 

15 
59 
0 

23 
3q 
15 

This is true for a] 1 ethn-ic groups, as represented by regions, irrespective
of differences in tene, farm size and family size. One exception to this
rule is observed for the marketing or disposal of surplus grains. Fanmom
alone make all decisions pertaining to period of disposel, place of W-isposal,
person-to whom famii produce is sold and prices obtained. The marginal con
tribution of wonrmy for marketing grins is in determining the surplus quan
tity available for sale, taking grain out of the containers, and helping to 
put grain in gLnny sacks if marketing is done in the toMn market. These 
aspects were, however, not investigated formally. While 18 percent of thc 
sample far-rers in azara, 37 percent in Mardan district, and 20 percent in 
Peshawar district rx-ported selling grain, no womn in Ma dan or Peshawar 
district were involved a- sell ing parties. In Hazara Division a few families 
(4 percent) did report that woman do the marketing job. 

In contrast, about two thirds of the fanhers reported that women 
dry and clean grain-. Drying grain is a particularly tedious job. Once or
twice a yeai- grain is sundried by manually tionspor'ting it to the houseyard 
or root top and back to the stornge'containers. Worien usually do thLis job.
Families in liazara usually dry their grain on the roof top, while in Mirdan 
and Peshawar the job is done in houseyard to avoid exposing worren to cut
siders. 

D-fferances in the contribution of women ar not evident from dis
trict to district in those activities which are under:aken within thie [mil\,
corpound. Woani seem to contribute less to livestock activities and to shel
ling grain in Hazara than in Mardan and Peshawar districts. Perhaps this 
difference arises bucause the mor labor intensive agriculturv of these two 
districts, where virtually all nmaize land is irrigated, absorbs virtually all 



of the labor of the mr n, requiring that the worren contribute [ore to the 
livestock activities. This is .in contrast with Hazara, where the degree of 
irigation is far lower. 

iffer nc-, in the contribution of women are most notable in har
vesting and IPukiIuj mnaize and in thinning and weeding activities. Tlese 
activities arue carr.ied out in the field, outside of the family compound. 
Here, the more conservative behavior of the ethnic groups of Martan and 
Peshawar districts is quite evident aid virtually no women are reported to 
engage in this fi.ld work. This is in marked '_,iLtast to Hazara Division, 
where the ethnic IlLixture nukes for less conservative behavior and where 
roughly one tLird of the faurers interviewed reported that ,onmtn are in
volved in field work(. 

In conclusion, it can be said that rural women in NWFP play a 
selective role in farming. There is a division of labor among men and 
women; men doing the field jobs and wcmen contributing to farm jobs which 
can be done inside the family compound or which relate to care of livestock 
and, in some areas only, on jobs involving field work. 


