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Studies of rural economic change have often focused on
the segment of soclety participating in the modern economic
sector. This segment is generally composed of young m2n
who migrate to urban centers lIn order to exchange tha2ir labour
for wages. Tre necessarry adJuctments on the village level,
permiting the shift of ~labour input from the rural sector
to the national €cononry,are rarely explored. My opurpese
is;1. to examine the structural changes gererated in village
Scciety by the increased rarticipation of young men in zhe
modern economic sector; 2. to plnpoint the role of waman
in facilitating these structurai'changes, gredding 1ight
on the resultant transformaticn of women:s traditional
economic roles; and 3. to show how international development
accelerated the integration of rural economies into the
national econcmy and helped to reinforce the growing

economic dependency of village women on wage earning men,

The village 1s loecated in the Sparsely populated region
of northern Gourma. Population density averages ten inhabi-
tants per kilometer square. The village chiefdom is at the

base of the traditional polltical structure. The Kuamba, which



incorporates several village chiefdoms, s the larger adminis-

trative unit ruled by the dJjisidJlanu. The Ruambas, as Gourma

kingdoms were named, were virtually’independent political

units. Nonetheless they recognized the ritual soverelgnty

of a paramount king located in the province of Fada N'Gourma,
The majority of the inkhabitants of the region are farmers,

Local farming is characterized by hoe technology and shifting

cultivation. The staples are millet and sorghum as well -

as a small variety of other cereals and vegetables. Peanuts

are grown as a cash crop. Ths villagers adhersd to strict

coaes of division of labcur according to sex and age.

The area was colonized by the French in the mid elghteen
ninetles. The population was subject to heavy taxes and to
forced labour, During colonial times » thls geographically
isolated region was accessible threugh roads built with
forced labour mobilized by the colonial powers. Agter the
departure of the colonial administration and tre end of
forced labour the Voltaic zovernment was left with few resources
with which to pay for the improvemsant of-roads. Northern
Gouvma, sparsely populated and somewhat lsolated, was nos
high on the priority 1ist 1a the distribution of government
funds. Consequently the roads end bridge fell into disrepair,
plunging the regicn into fuvthar isolation.

Wilth the advent of the drought in the Sahel, international
relief agenciles began to focus on hard hit countries such

as Upper Volta.Remote rural areas began to witness and influx
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headed by the cldest member of the lineage cegment. They
were composed of tnree generations of male agnates, their

wives and children. The head of his unit had control over -
the dlstribution of the frults of labour of all its memoers,
Since colonial times, nowever, there has been a gradual
tendency for ycung men to head their cwn uniss of production,
In so doing they retain control of the fruits of their
labcur as well as of the labwur of their wives and chlildren.
This trnd has been intensified by the increased opportunities
for the sale of cash crops.

Control of units of preductiion by young men has meant
a gradual decrease in size of the units. Not only have they
diminished 1n size but young men, responding to the opportu;
nities to become wage earners, may not take part as fully
in the agricultural production cyele,

The decrease in size of the units of production places
an additional burden on thé wife who has to share the
responsibility of the farm with her husband. In addition,
because she 13 no longer operating - in an extended family
household, thé full burden of household duties fall on her
shoulders. Not only are men investing more time in the
production of a cash crop, they are also'devoting extra
time to bullding up their businesses. The result is that
women have less time to devote to their private fields
and source of economic inaependence. They must 3pend
an 1nordinate amount of time in farm work that does not

benefit them directly.
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of strangers. Donor agencles were Intlating develorpment
proJjects.in remote rural areas. In addition, the increase
in ropulation of urban centers as well as the grovwing
demand for millet in cities rromptec merchants to expand
thelr sources of agricultural goods. Hence more 1solated
reglons viere being visited by graln merchants. Add to this
the arrival of migrants fleeing the drought afflicted |
reglons of the north. All of the above contributed to a
gizeable 1increase in population of the region as well as

a transformation of th2 econonmic panorama within the region
itsgelf,

Tnls meant that there was a greater market for millet
and peanuts, a demand for labour to assits in the implementa-
tion of drought relief projects as well as to provide
domestic help for the expatrlate community, and an influx
of lanufactured goods brought to the ares by merchants,

All these economlc opportunitiles addressed themselves solely
to yourg men. The role of women 1in thils economic climate

toock on added importance., It will be shown that in these
instances women furthered the economic expansion of men

on two levels: 1. by f111ing the work gaps created by young
men once they became actively involved in other economic
activitles and;2)by providing men with the material means
wlth which to take advantage of the present econcmic opportunities,

Ik was particularly in the sale of cash crops that
young men were able to take advantage of economic opportu-

nitles. In the past,units of agricultural production were



Men are opting to become wage owners and businessmen,

In 80 doing they have had to lessen thelr contribution as
prcducers within the once self-contained village economy.

As wage earners men form economic relationships outslde

of thier villages and outside of thler family circles.
Manufactured goods have replaced many of the village industries
and often those that gave women access to wealth,

As the soclal relations of production that gave women
access to surnlusg labour and goods dlsappear or are modifled,
women find that they need mcre and more cash to buy certain
goods and services, However, whlle money making opportunitiles
have e%panded for men, women's alternatives seem to be narro-
vwing. A3 a result they are becdming increasingly dependent '

on men economically,



