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,Pcstrac:: Future issuesworK on concerning women and oevelopment requiresrn ....- naily orientec scnoarsnip toon women that is clcsely tiedc ..... ~erican universities 
n c 

Om have not servec s elEhat scnolarsnip--coth cecause of failures to includen:r a......" rientaicns ano teacn4ing anc research concernino ,yomen. InLne gr n Ifr an internationally orienteo scholarshio on vomen, severalmporr-r rops nave also remainec aloof from each other insteac of joiningor-".men 
In "area stucies" yere respcn.3 -le for the first major Uited -sc aceni: conre-:mrce en incernational feminist issues 
i 1976, but
cois initial ent " 
 lead t.o he integration wi, feministScnoar-nip ors covecame.: stuoes that organizers had hopes for. Theof new,Drmatio Dr. .te Associotio n C ,cmen in Development in 1982 drew onr 
 gr--tos acocecc: ....rhns arc Practitioners, builcing regionalne:,,Cr,<S supported 
co 

cy US. .' s Office for ,Vomen in Development. Although

some
S o'vri p coteen the acanemic researchers primarily concerned,,~n c,'elopment researo praccann 
 ce anc academic researchers focusing on 

i
rean asoT von i,,ternationally, these ty'o groups have notI.ficiently link<eroes to eevooc codyI s a of iesearch on both theoryCt~v, ..-:o-,-. c: institutios, Nhich play an importantae nSumtn C:; :seat'n -, proje.ts oriente to ,cmen in 
S-":,fr t ,e e e -" ore zilI et arc lack power. This m-kes it , ci{cuc to onsc..ce critical ann adversary research with activitiesm. serve the interests of development-assistance


-nsitut ons. 
 Cee.oP, r t-e common c rounc of theory and policy is not the
 ame n 
 s aCFev nc consersus nor is consensus needed to carry forward
our commoin ent-2r -. n iziportant element thisin common enterprise at7,e present time is Ic. achieve ,letter integr.cio of annfindings analysesdoCut onmen arc cer cr i n e cess prevailing in the nevelopmentY~t ar0 too tith,.T'L . an y/ O uoi co ncernei developm ent planning and 
resejrcn still consicer t.....',e.men s issues" are simply a matter of
 
ncvcca c', V CIwI S -e satisfieC by a few token aestures.mI so-n .s., researcn concerning wumen subjectedare
to "toloC-ueojz -' o reatioc. or a special niche Yhiere ,iomen in
m Tr, ar,c s a,-at oitons ouacets lack instituticnal influence. It iscr.cial for tine oeveicfimert community to realize that "women's issues" have
arisen as a resdit of vast changes orought about by developmen:. Thesecnarces represent furaentilly new problems for researchers and plannersthat must e aPpz.:cneu in new ways. On practicalthe level, introducing

,wom.en'...
" p:o ec:s, Yhiie .mp-orant, shoulo be seen only asstepss z acer process of -nteqrrion. Women's projects are oftenn-'--n, .c women sversely. ',-ihy not focus equal
attentoi. on Scnievirc co /cyoranes? - requires common efforts by manyif erer7: iUiic C.......
. dF . uSc r,-,en wih vomen ann cenoer relations.The ioyerna jonayizt'c of Women's 
Studies, the development of research
par:-,ams naKe crt m-: e, central t ., analyses of social change, ann
retni-rg ..e fi - zp';issJes from a newI perspective on women are allesse-,o to m-eLr-C r-,2chailences of immeciatet-e future. 
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S i: -lE-t.-A FCR ThE FuTo'IL

wur s,.r,, = =a~o:iriens ano as sor,c-a.s oecr-,s On co- coepenea 
unoerstar-:I -;- arc 0 -.,e'o n .. : 'n ,e asis of thisuncersi .. sooists ,,.. oras ,.C S,SfnS> , men practitioners 

-K 9e ':-I .crn, need. s Fsnare thlis t;.., e gv aoout meeting
ne or... .n L. O2;Cl-,-rrrtocnai snip-n ,vneF na: 2s siso ciosely
-.ikec to - our practice rias uc; to ce 
 ?er:,are mcstte 


,crrn ,. . ,n ,Yomen's s' ity -o par:ake of tr,,e resou rces asociety m-. , e to .:s 01.ti e -u- ve nave a s, come to cefinethis e UaL L ir u;un ooer terms .. -p y equity oeI.een males ano ma.es 
 r iesoc'l stratum Or Co oon researcn anc practice, 
'Jave come to :e concerned wisp. equality cfi opportunity for allpeople, rot only .omer,ano ith the prcolems of poverty that seem to be 

osprooor t ocra-: y t-c coieris of vomen. 

Unti, 
-. , *zdr respon se to the cnallence of an international scholarship
on o?1mer een very ilmitec, ro -o, good arc :ac reasons. The rurscnoiarsnir have, in Lurn, iimiteo our capacity to takenetive.Action, in turn, nas not sufficientiy infiuenceds,:noiars_,;:
 

Ai,,-. u c eosons, I count the fact that tne new scholarsnip on women, .no on all countries .nere it exists, nas grown out of our person,al :z~er-oes, concerns Yet factL.. our perscra. ror equality. the trat 
Ae nave ., e <zscna£ so onlticai--cr, -f I'o ./O, the political sodependent .n tO-e csonas--s- lso cratec prooleoms in tne international rena ta- ,e ,l reec .:o Osnfort. (I osscuss tnese 
a little later.) Ne 

rr-ou n iuf 
 arscn cmmitnens Passions, that stucying
,,vO:en reo o rot only advocacy out alsc cepth rc concern for context. In 
the Stu is: ofr cmen Ae w,.cvo veli, in cur own s-cieties, Tnese cualities are 
creo-,,y relec in tne new scnolarsh-ip on ,,ome. cut oy the sametc,<Kn, iian>. or uS oave remuctant extentr, teen to m-re reach of our scholarshipz,, the ,,ien or societies with vnicn we are unfamiliar. Tnis reluctance 

ass, o, occasion, oeen reinforced cy the complex pattern of opposition
esearcn or Nomen by cutsiaers to a particular society. 

to 
Thc nature of this


OcSLi 
 F neec to ce he subject of very careful lialocue, for it
 
s otions of 
oth sides. In snort, " acnieve an international
 

soomarsno niomen, Ne .ust all learn confront
to the proolems of
 an .... oersonal ex ,:2g count costs arc on all
-:orrce an up one oerefits 


iris is vnere tre oucational experience of tne Piferican system ofecuca: i ,ns ro- served us we.l--nor nas that of o-rer nations, cut I will
nca' rre on cur imneciate situation. A major cause for tne 

-: o,,en's stucies iPn the UniLte States--te cac reasons-
- - - , ,,errrn: isy pcrocni.l nature or our scrools ano....' -.z._-. y E e arocnial in tne sense that, aitnougn tre Unitechaes SooorS tC ,,rlo Leacersnip, e have rot cocherec to learn muc dtout 
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t iI ,vorlo cut e 3r rCa r e. Tnceec, cur asoiratir ns diminish our 
acr,!eve:rents ar.... rvisln. -,h time,u A- tre resent the failure- of our 
ecucatOni s's: i ,rne. relatea to a preoccupation with our "image" by
the ,ationai ieaea reluctance to aiscuss matters of substance in 
th~e puolic arenas ,,,nre ne _cen. This preoccupation with our "image" as 
Fa r , vIS -a-vi ner rations, reflects :3 cismal icapacity to 
uncerssno tt ::.zal corr.Octions are an ioispenisaLe element of 

i -ai _ This is ratecte in equally dismalir~s. in.capacity 

resource 
 ...n ao stucies or our canpuses. Furthermore,

ievusi~n 


in Se against the Unites stateIs' role in /ietnam
leo many o e n .-na uncr,orientation chat had ceveloped in the 
lJs. .:hr , acaceic and cu.tural exchanges aria throughJ22" 

tre per , .- youngu people in .re Peace Corps. Today's 
.....r s eplec t.e capacity of our schools 

aFIC ur f L:.-, ... andv r n -:z _ucIe s acout r soccoes about 
a -L ....-. s ino on ecuca:on,c aricularly withS -n s en 

senguages anr humanities, nave contr :oures to cur present 
co.or-us u oacitv :o earn ana ,each about.e rest or the world. 
Frnr cuns ersc 7,gire zr being tal,<ec acout,o ;reereacy particularlyrtea Iein u -c- in 
til- t> pes or r c conat '" y supoorted th e of±nit' development
university centers or srcuage ac area soucies. e;ither government action, 

frr:_~ent.iy .enion-c business for knowledceablenor onre . e.cc r erican 

emploDyees, see reacy to suppor: an increasec tterticn to ecucation about
 

7':
t ne otSoe-Pes nt ocunc1ae. T 3e sure, orofessional 
newv'LttaCfs c-v7y ma>,vert.sements for te)cers or apanese, but there 

c ', thorc Cnanges has been 
acacemics .t flavorec specializations materials 

u ese _,ne irowino preoccupation of 
.ess area ..res--ar n on 


Lna. aea, ::XiSt in cu: iraries--hisori_.l texts, relicious scriptures,

-,,r
ano the ile--_a than Yith new social Pioools that reculre visits to
 

ore fie- ac t.ne ghatering of current Cata. This tencency is particularly
camaging to u e stucy of 4omen, for there are few texts cirectly relevant to 
current issues. Concentrating on traditional texts gives an inadequate
picture of the actual concerns of the women of other nations and has quite
frequently leo many .. tno- to criticize such researchn effcrts. The texts
 
znaL might cc more relevant--such as urpuclisned iafies, memoirs, and 
phcocgr(,s niocen trunks--are r unknown in thesein fa.iv Still arcel'i

nations, as one' ,ave seen on ,ours unci fair',,/ recently, anc also require
 
c .eec locate, ecit, arc publish.
 

snort.
.ene.a-tr.s in Uniteo States internaticnal relations and in

,=ucdlZS.. es .o naturail women's But
have affecoeo stuEies. within 

the last CecCe, efforts also have ceen maCe to iroacen cur scope and begin
Lo .cus o ., ,a issuesern, cin in research arc Practice on women. Let me
 
Jisc-,ss soine of tine ceve1.oosments in rne variet ct::egories of researchers and 
p.rjcttore- corc7,Crc ';:'n ,women arc irernational issues, from my 
personal_ -r : ire. 
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wcmen in Area .ooies 

.eoi the m4--i5Us, i .e:ra icnaliy orentes activities greatly
expanded unitea States onive si:v campuses, often t'irough tne 
.s:a oIsnr en,-; ?tarta stucies" ceniees ,,otec to research ano teacning

c nr-t , Sern societies. T- enters stressec language stuo', 
ropo, n -i:eretore-or aft, wnie some in-Iuceo sociology,

eC C. ,,'. po~oti. sosr,ce. ,i en gracuate students began 
on or. C. 4_e: cfren the face ofsoieties, in 

sg r , Fr, Mo t r Frr o-Leacues. Pcs: ecitec on a 
m,,mcr-nc:-o topic on Tir.- .r ones once they N'ere :1reacv in the 
, c. Other resecrcners, rcIu r mUseC, egan make ,,.e s:ucyto of 

wc ren cur central concern in the"C'Te,-c, -eii e , .97Js .. r eveven earlier)earlier) , e fore 
,men's stories courses were _. / estao-isneo or women-in-oeveiopment 
rJC~s eve-s cusseo. researCn on women stroncest,: Interest vascn]S e orio, micfrg eomen ro,os specia1izec 

in 
on researcn on 

atn 7 i Ic-, r ci some parts 7ri.-a, C 

-n -w7, ,omen's,r:zrr-aionai;cr anc the Uniteo Nations conference in
t.se.,ioO Co consoo cteo trese trerw> ty giving some legitimacy to scattereo 

esearon errors cnr szreng:nenigr :n-e es:acoishment of acacemic networks. 
n maicn of women 's cUcses 1n international professional
assoiations, sucn as tne In:erraci cn! S.ocioiogical Association, speeoeo up 

rn-7 

a of scnoiars 'omen's[,-, =, grooP 0r5,.r from wre caucuses of three of 
t.;eo: area stjoies associatiors in :ne Unitec States (Associationro: -ooc.. £ ieI, ATrican Stucies Asscciaticn, Latin Aerican Studies 

cc ,velesley1anioec Conference. The three area stucies 
3 3:, r-r:ec cre co rererence organizers in their initial efforts

ariu v e ncoe o-"r Co'o..oc conrererce oased on the presentation 
s t a n papers in panel essior.s on specific tcpics, with aucience 

_ 
 n ciscussions. At tne time, these 4omen's caucuses hao 
sevtro n, eters; some grouos hao already organized earlier 
conrerer.os .n cnjL,nct:ion wi:n overseas col±eagues. 

Tne , eiesley Confene ciC not incuce papers on women in North
mic or uer c, for its soecific purpose hao been to provide a 

C33:1erei nrI to zn, man,,, ieecorgs :rPc already yere oceing helo on women in 
nsnrsrr._ p vepon: some overseas. e. or participants,

rnos en- s ,.:a seroocs t or te conference. Cn the ,hole,
nohever, cp t.ortunity oegin cuiaingc ns ei, cr o to links Nith 
wof en s c. " nr : r tla re 7o the preoccucation withOro Ce.ono 
s u i s 0: .. . nu - .n 

s :o , resores Y.ere fount to invite acout one-zniro 
or .... . _ '. ,., o.€:eeas, o- no one really anticipatec zhe -uce 
size or t-e co:re;ce, ioef. >ecr,, five nuncrec part icipants, incluingman from overseas ma r porarii Ir0in kCrth Aerica, came for four cays
of active coo sortomez aorionnious iscussion. any of the major questions 

http:conrerer.os
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raiseo at the meetings stii cominate our -resent concerns. Wra: shofc the re!aticn oeL:eern researcn arc practice, tneor, anc L2 :y? '4nat s,-,ce tha role of researchers arn 'ractiiccners ,,oring in ountr es of ,njchthey are not citizens? An aZ shculo oe the impact on sCnoars ant
practitioners of the political 
reir ions among the nations ,of jhin to.'v 
are
 
citizens-


For _ac jo, a feaciiy -l eil, ccrferenc o zers ,nose the name "Women ano CeveiopmenL" to stress its internationai aspects.-
ritmques
ecte, of the neanFino 3n ffects 
of "cevelophenc" were amorg tMe major feature of papers ar; lisLusscns. Important irls gts into.n- prcoiems of international scholarship on women ana tre Cuii-iro of,nenta l~b,.dnetorks cme out f tese ciuDCUssions a: Neilesiey (anc aroiis-up meeting at ,Vingsprea) remaifn , i:n us. Eut tre itial:T4etu5 for tne 'eiiesiey meetings .o :2also e kept in mino: was thereeo :c roons actenorn on ano ceve!.o closer relations ,cith tre .'o-n of:tr naticrs--a group Largely iniec 7eacninc, research cton
 prc :3ys wmen c fr:n America tas hocec that es 
hc aru -. rcesu-Ljm ce cociec ro.,Oid or for futureujrceipmie ,ceveiopertf wnat was expected to Ie a ano.,"'., 

g. acmen's stuies. 

Ye: tocay, the scroisrs wno are concernec with the stucy of vomen in theoroacer context of -reir speciaiieu arc teaching.. research 
 0cc: Asian,African, Latn A-er'ic- , Caricce r 
 arc iIcc, -n Eastern I 
soc etiL 
 ss tWj
fron a ~n rt n Aun-.ver sties represent -re of thegrat negaectec resources for an  isnally orientec effort for women.These sorsars rave tne speciaiimc In mrcuage, history, culural
 ann socm.i stucies, pus a sreng 
..... ora 
 snouo na8 them
iceail> suited to 'in
,ork uOiieaues in
women-in-covejopmrt orcs omen's suolies- ana in
ut at, ,cn-nro e ,'----;
- s- tnis 

nan no: nappenec. 

Insteau, area stuam s specialists committec to women have often naogive toin to the pressures of tneir insti:utions ano funing agencies to snifttheir attention to other suoject matters. Small uncerfuncec area centers ana cepartments 2eneraily refuse to aiiow a faculty memner c
cc secialize in
 researcn anu reacn:rg on These4omen. scnolars aiso lack 
tine stimuiationtheys once -cuec to fin from a larger grc of colleagues also interestec inomer zut rot .ecessarl' snari er area specialization. I.r reasonsthat pi.,t-asSistance agencies
_av 
 an-c -rcanizaticns
 ,nave also faiLed to taKe acvartace or tre skills ana interests ,-coy this
 
group of scroiars.
 

:rc:na-_y encugn, a-il hisis happening just 
ac the ir,.: -,-a: women's
stucies procrams--ven on tine same campus--are oeginnirg to aciccver tnenmcc to Onc1 e ,t Ycmen of -tne: rations in their rese: ,o teacnG. 
7n part, tirs neec ;s ruec y tre oroserc o nUnioe States -'2ruses ofgrow ing rum:rrs -f ,omen from tr rations come to,nnave - a 7nafIrnc Eneiseves very ',ustrate. :; part too, reazter pressures ror 
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ccrt " 
-nc f cju.r=_ tracitiors other- ....t" .=n than those of th 

rr Cc2.f tne
S ID~r j c rom eithin women's stuoiesmovementc ef 

Anutrer Scur:e or :re impetus to broacen our perspectives as activists 
ac sono.:s C2. t to 
en comes from tine strong emphasis on the 

r c. c zatjre- 0 u tre re, scholarship on women. Troeinte... _s 'r,: of course, trat Ne cannot restrict ourselves to 
.... 1o-oe pc arc tirre. The cisciplines ano coies of

niec:e i. ,.,ruion ,e are rCoteCi craw t.eir strengths from many cifferent
 
,s of ,r ,,--some olao'n unversa ,ppiicaoiiity ano ignore listorica,

ti;e or scci3a structures, 
Yriie others see no valicity in anything chat is
 
ot speci s anc I:
r, arc i'm=e. seems increasingly clear that a claim to
universal Sppiicao oTr rowlecge ahout 
,,omen :nat coes not pay careful

tenioon 
:a fcr1s ora1v from many tiverse cultures ano societies
 

can res n in sr prenature attempts at a ceneral theory. ,ve

-Iroi 
 ,, : -U a niversally appiicaole set of
expianations . otonr ,.,oCen hiie taKing universal applicaoiiit1as a 
giv n, r, e, railing to taKe the troucle to cneck iceas


aginsa eirrIca rfact. -.,=n ir .e haa no other reasons to support the
interr,ationsizti3n off resrch anc practice on women, this last point
 
alone irgues in i-s favor.
 

acnetn 'n o -vIoon t Troeopv 3ro Poiic',, 

jterna:ionai ,.rn.erIs ric initiate new't-er rot a movement--it only

coniro u ,nt wue~ 
 incny ountries ,gere aireacy experiencing. Changes
n :r,e .I-ocal .... n org nation-states affecteo women's work, women's
 
over ar 
 ,,qen's P'i re ions. Thus the impetus given by the series of
interna:ionalI, o r n programs
.. iegitimizec what hac aireacy

eL-.un to nacen ar.eree 
 pecple some of tne means to proceeO.
 

Ai~-respect to IssKs Kong women Yith tne cevelopment process, Ester
EcseruP's i;nc7a K cooK, ioman's Roie 
 in Economic Deveiopment (first

puoiisnec 
in Englisn in 1570 ano since transiateo into several languages)nas oecome soething of a symoci cf our awareness of tne variec effects of 
cnge arc cevelcpent or, ,.omer. Har !ceas nave oeen incorporatec into much 
ter OrK; trF.ey ", a-c ceen cnaliengec. ironically, in spite of the

CCOoK'S Ne zCUihe researcn agenca sne outiineo for systematic data 
otrcr-c ara >ss racona covermens anc international agenciesnas sees si ir aig 
Toiowec. Later critiques of the effects of 

eveocmer. .,onn ccnrainec in mucn of tne researcn stimulatea Dy the UNfererce,
, ensn= s3verse effects, vnether intencec or unintencea,
La"I rtoc:, , ori c r ureou c atc women. Goverrments arc international 
ageesr-n:ernec i te sao, of effectiveness of many conventional 
-e.eicIrer.: rS , ar, Zto1 crcor De ,cmen ' s projects to tine mix.
CVr-- SOO titutors
1 7 s0u z r arc organizations also 3egan to use a 

..... 
 yomen. n occasicr, tre 7reiotc has ceen
 
. .onrar 5r an irnstitutional
0 scr~ cnar-iges anc resource allocations--


Cut :rtse are rea - as larg e as tre rhetcric scmetimes seems to 
suggest. ,his can work to cur Cosadvantage.
 



c,ategories,iof ,<:ipeopl'e concerned :Fi
.... 
 .. ,with..;::women' (equity . ",This,% includespract-itioners an eerh'ersr: in avelopment-aSsistance; organizations,::':i;:<-' 
acdmcresearcher, .r[eachers, an tdnscocre.ih nentoaissues aewomen;ano wmnepe and"1i the broader wo0men'!studies ,community.';: :: sti of. thes'ei-~:i~:ii.i 
pepeaewmnbta :small1 and 'sThe formation in 1982 of ignifricant number are men
the fWm .!:.. D/-;i.n i .... i/.¢ i;pe .AoaIt would appear, atI,,this time, that the members of 
AWID, represen -a 

oriented,efforts
:.']significant portionfor of,,the t actioner or =practicethis e'lement-,in :interna'tionally....
* important to examine thesp ,treiation e te and. practice in this field 

between research and action.]
 

In its initial organizational"effortsi.groupings:, persons concerned with AWID has. drawn. m a j o r . andswomendevelopmenton several inissues :/
 
oeveiopment-assistance*voluntary i agencies inagenciesoevelopmenteasSistance.of the ;United <:States government:,' contributionseplus, in sworks (funded rbyin privatepriatei 7i: .:
some cases, ran on ed th
ts cern. wi finteurtina
 
iu a nwome 
ad t f rode Unitedn'Statesuniverities (primailts ' nopexclusvely, Title 
XIIlandgrant insiitutions),.
mbecrsor
arefmAWi
include the
D regional networks funded by
ten USAIDs office
hsevelopmentu.networkshave for D omen
These in
often smcceded aine foging 
links among.
 

gconcerneo women otherwise isolated ono theircampuses andwithin prfessional
associations in disciplines relevant. to
istaffmemb ers concerned with develpmentaisses (particularly inagriculture and natural resources), w eaomen'sand daevpesi iu ' In therpivaten voluntary agencies,
 

vinputting women's 
 projects into the *assistance portfolios of their
faceaby poor women in low-income countries 
.wor (funded
organizations and in stimulating, the 'attention of donors to the
by private 

i. .problems 

coGiven existin relationships, antsifnom d)pend of
oence aTitlesXI
auniversities on s 
 States
United 
 ugovernment
rearch funding.-especially 
int


nhoseclAilcthe te anI ameEconomi and aiso
Percy Amendment mandates attention wongiveon)
that the existence of
to Oic f
deeo-etin men 

strategy focused on inserting women into existing and
sprojects in developmen assistance promises research action .
to be very effective uProject


udesign by including women
can be improved
performace can be raised if the as beneficiaries. Project
people actuacly doing much of the
 
universitiey nUie.ttsgvrmn
agricultural work ai dressed rerh fnig-seily i
s .In addition, the inclusion of women
faculty, researchstaff, and graouate students inlarge on-goihg projects in
theGiver eins rbviousiy also improves their
tions
pr..,i: I
toets inS developenas. itaes positions withinle
pomises to evrafecie 
 rjc
 

In the long run,
thelarger however, AWD'spresent emphasis on nly onesector of
ommunity concerneg womenin 
 existino re s is not
 
dewith i 
prom e dIy inldn wome
tn stressing ithe distinctions 

, e r on cnberaedwith e eorationaWtoula tse teach and 

http:tdnscocre.ih


f ieparticularly.... inratucurdesan d ', andserious with respect 'p.nto
eprinc to n and! develpmentissues becausewome hch :all <are: dependent .' . 
,° 

&eriousil opposit'$i.i 4;;i 

::This is:, '
 
tedhere :;are: .no!fel::.:tohaf us we oftenfac€ed:many.,sr . and he'v'e s 

Inedt ta someno respi o
e ue th stanc a'cs~mes!athorougaht !!: :
integ.ation, of ..women ino ;eele n poiisadpoecscmsa es .. in pa rt -from a failure: to present :.-cogent: arguments in terms of national .andd- i :developasrufed knowledgas
.global development policies. It is for.in undethis' ranhicad co nt hsiconnection that :the :failure;: ,:::t
 

issues has been most damaging. ": :::-. .
Obviously, distinctions between "theory and "policy"orient atins
terek a e vayo cosm"nd aed not re
 nfined to womeso isses.
Iehappentothink that th f r eorists and so
e te esit cthoro
 

practitioners is the major weakness
development thinkingin geera t
Shave oserveoa this seems to wiohtha guf cogetharder brid e ireslpet ao , I 
women-in-development issues. than iotherwise In thlarger deilrentcommunpty, there is 
a fair amount of mobility andcommunicationoin thsp
e
 very serious bureaucratic institutiong..barriers. Many maid researche 'and1
teacers in academic institutions spend timeworking witic 
tiontandiosia
 
agencies on development programs and projects. As 
a result mthey c
itesa .
 
effectively and hat e guoffer students 
who comeitos United Saled
rinstitutions theomabroad.or iwe a es tv ent tn in i geneal
 

realities more readily •from people with thisthe boundaries exist, they seem to besomewhatpermeable. whileexperience;. wihIn-short, toresec 


SAfterval, 
 many of the innovativerideas in tvarious
ierds ofdevelopment

have also grown out of very practical, oliyan d mun po
c 

in effect, the more theoretical work was sneaked 
 e
into" the ostensibl
 
policy-orienteoecthere work in whc pole,:hwere enagd Itsestis not yet enough activity thise wkin g eta 

1 e 
utof with regardto womengdeveo velon and policyoriented studies tend to be designedinways

ano
 
ehat do not encourage the ntroductins e theoretical Uonsitedrats.
 
Critical ort heoretical work, by contrast often suffers a of
cngi iw
current empiricalydata or field experience. 
 In shrt while
 

Times have change , of course, sincvae 
 e easly aysof applied economic
research 
an fertilityfstudies. We face new conditios resear orams
' nmost crucial andthe mo eorica o was neakedito" the stexielt
to which collaboration ispossile amongwomen in mady countries. 
Partly as 

a result of new consciousness of these issues, :partly. aswomen,a s'ide-effectthere are now 
the risingoaoor force participation of.highly educateh 
 of : 

lgrowingnumbers of in. women oevelopme t-assistance
organizations deinstitutions and
This includes privatevoluntare orgnizatio s, internationa
and bilateral aio agencies ,and many governmets ome ofe hich hav also
instituted special d omen's mnistriesn o similar agecies. 
Tis increase
 
:{ msth cresence ofThsicuewomen shoud place specialnempcasis theo development of
orgniatons.a on
it whni o p iaedvoluntry orgniatons, iterth;ional::, ::
collaborativ :.:'
reiaio s among women engaged in research asd
 

f
acti ng oormen's equity The participatio e wome n tsh nower nw
oie 


grad:uate work in the United States and other countries foreign to 
them, will

be aniimportant
: factor in the"development' of international 
collaborative -' 
networks.2 

' 

http:theomabroad.or
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as nthe-a eld other-hand-t re has been 1l ess 
effort to aevelop international dimenisions, at least in tne UniteoStates,,
for reasons that have more' to do with the personal and political issues of 
the women's movement in this country than with the intrinsic merits'of the,
internationalization of women's studies. This isa point to which I return 
later. an n
 

Power and l
Institutions 

The question of power comes up repeatedly in considering these 
as it has 'atendency to do were women's interestsare concerned. What 'is. 
fundamentally at issue in the various divisions and distinctions I emphasize
in this presentation is the nature of power and the workings of 
institutions. This includes the power of institutions to make resource 
allocations among compeutng claimants and the power of women in institutions. 


tThere is also power outside institutions--and one kind of power is too
often neglected in current women-and-development efforts. That is the power
 
to persuaoe--through the written word, in newspapers and journals, in
 
professional conferences, and in informal discussions 
with opponents.. and
colleagues--and it is a power that independent scholars are in a positibnt..

exercise effectively. Perhaps because women in this country are unused to
 
institutional power, and therefore preoccupied with obtaining. it, wehave
 
often failed to use the powero f 
persuasion that might beexercised in this 
connection by scholars and writers,.
 

Institutional power is another matter. Any policy decision, any action 
commitment by an institution that has rsouces to distribute has the
 
potential to affect the position of one individual or group relative to
 
another. That is what makes them such tempting targets for transformation
by persons with new ideas; it is also what makes them feared and hated. But.
 
answers relevant to the impact of institutional power on the lives of
 
competing claimants for their 
resources do--and should--preoccupy many of,

the people working-in the field of women and development. Private voluntary
organizations, for example, spend much staff time on answering the question
"w.,hom are we helping?" and some time (not nearly enough!) on discussing 

project proposals to find answers; 
 they argue with project review
 
committees and shepherd proposals through the organization on the basis of
these answers. All of these activities are clearly related to power and 
power.essness--ano to assumptions
"whom shoulkno n stafu aboutrs capacity institutionswepng?" mes the of to
sptenodgtme iynesfield wingt.affect 
the power balance through some action, some "intervention," some
transfer of resources. 

Within institutions, for example in development assistance, staff
 
members working on women's issues are often among the youngest and least 
organizational totem pole can rarely afford to take risks, particularly ifthey can then be Criticized, for trying to advance the self-interest of a 
group to which they also belong. This has both advantages and severe 

-'&n 

~ 

-atters-

. 

. 
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cisadantags /~sexperience" has-shown7-soccesfumme nth ori&of institutions engage¢,in development assistance with respect 
to women have 
resulted from very skillful organizational. politics by insiders--a process I.often agonizingly slow and time-consuming. . : 

Outsiders may have no role in this process or even a negative one.. For
exa'mple, a person coming fromr noutside the institution -or organizatiorin may be 
eager to speed up the process of institutional peLsion by offering to,
contribute critical research 
or new ideas. ,,Yet for the staff member, such
 

* . an outsider is potentially 'a "loose cannon on deck" as a collaborator, for
she could potentially jeopardize the staff' person's slow and careful''w.ork,,
inside. By contrast, men in senior positions can more readily afford to 
invite some critical appraisals by outsiders or take a chan'Se :,in supprting 
a project that may work well. Lessmay or not 	 powerful staff member's must.be more cautious and, inany case, have fewer resources at their ccmmrand.
 

* The particular nature of women's 'p~rograms and projects 'also involves 
many tnorny issues of power that often transcend questions of institutional 
power just mentioned. Although, the desirability' of women-in-development
projects is often' discussed in highly personal terms that reveal a
distressing amount o0f personal prejudice in both the United States" and, ' • 
elsewhere, I am sure that the issue of power relations is equally, 'if 'not 
more, crucial. 

' 

For example, projects 
 designed to enhance the incorr.,.earning '.
 
opportunities of rural have least the 	 fect
poor aomen at potential ,,ef of
 
lessening income differentials. Since middle and upper-class families are
 
among 
the employers of poor rural women in low-income jobs, alternative
 
earning opportunities could affect the supply of female labor--provided that
 
enough new and better jobs were created by the project.
 

To give another example, specialized women's ministries in some
countries depend 
very heavily on existing women's associationis for the 	 _

'-, 	 implementation of programs and on political, patronage to gain support within
 

their government. While women's associations in many countries have 'very

impressive records in fighting for women's educational and legal ,,rights, the
 
newer types of income-generating projects for poor women are re(\atively new
 
for many such groups. The grass-roots, participatory style of some
 
development projects by private voluntary organizaticns is also, unfamiliar
 
and may be seen as threatening existing power relations in some nations.

Yet there is again a tendency to phrase opposition to women's projects in

personalized terms that focus on wiomen's roles in the family and culture.
 

In actual fact, of course, women's projects--even if they increase'
 
women's access to new income-earning Iopportunities--have a far smaller
 
effect on culture and social order,> including the 'family, than some ,other

innovations. I am convinced, for example, 
that the, single most powerful'
factor inchanging the division of labor and relations between women and men
 
can be the introduction of a new 
seed variety, with its attendant demands
 
for' new cultivation methods, cash for new 
inputs 	like fertilizer, ,and a need
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effect.o....e...ed...rie.es mle-female, relatio3ns?J :i:?i" t:he . : . ' or tesaiiyo'% traditionali family : :  '.  ,on 
. -. '/ !:i i%I-.3.S. 

,: .. 3 .. .
if they are working indepeno,"tiy,":."i !:, Academic. researchers :can: often gaiIndeed, many.have achieved ipressive:avrydifferent iview ofi, a lsituon 

:? rapport. wi th -particular..groupsi often amn hevr poor" and po werless,• , that: is some times eualled "by worker inpvaeoltry soctosbu 
rarely by .persons working through :official, channels, Iit is :the independence

"..i.;:., of some academic researchers that: makes their' relations !with official:dcevelopment-assistance. agencies often prbeai an a cnttuea-3o 33 
-f-3.... aoditional element in the tensions between the two 

,3-
groups. -
..... :
 

b 
.::i ".In: the first, instance, however,: tensions and misunderstandings .between,..
academics ..and persons in development-assistance .institutions, a'rise,, most:.:

fen because of the differences b~etween 
: 

them. in terms :o~-o oals .and:,i ! i .. .constraint's. While academic researchers on woen te countries iare,.~~sometimes actively involved-in wom'en'!s advocacy: efforts ,"/their .professional!" ,actiVit ies generally do not emphasize recommendations for action :or project"dsign the• " ut collection and analysis, of"" data an:;a"•ra' rne fise
 
.... .affecting women. - For- project workers: l'ooking, for answers- to ve ry_. specif¢ic 
 ..q uestions, academic research reot a pe r Turia tingl( reeata
 

. first glance and !be 
 -put aside, .. Similarly, academics of~ten-dismiss-the . ..baseline, research of :project or policy researchers a o uefca n•too constrained by. institutional ,requirements .to- come.. up: with i:quick
' recommendations for concrete action...: 
 ,:
 

•.There is-obviously a division- of-.labor here,-rather. ,than a conflict o ,-.finterest-,but in' underr'uncedthe arena of women-in-develOpment work, it' is '' sometimes difficult, ¢ 
to see the difference. This leads tou:..tensions -that _. 

, 1 : 
3L ' .; of some:::, researcher <':':?: academic: . 

--of my , friends . tha:- mae hirreaios ihlikes to call 11'Eostoc .and -"Washington" ' ...... fica... -- the , ,academic ,.and.!:-. ..... . policy worlds--are of an institutionai:___ _ _ , ra her_. a.......s n ........."T
tha pe s ........
suggests to me that they reflect the real sceso nttuinlpltc

thtserve to margiaz- women and try to. contain change 
 by -making: minority ::/ :i .3. -" groups-the-commitments.watchdogs of 3their own progress .without tgenuirne institut'ional.. . -

-eve-o-n t o un 

-.
 

of people concerned with women's" At this point inl our intellectualequity in both.poor andfave rel ti vely 
and p3ractical affluentas nationshegroup..- we development aittle formal round o which otostand ogether. Like
 

anath c. probablyexaggeated divisions and
43,", fissures in order to: 


-shared theoretical frameworks or
p adig n r change.r A c w pt ground often aorym tand pocerei-a. achieved i..........
 

thatenus. iso en

Sehink hat the importace of he f ndamental isses we iaddress,cosensuswor trgoici It is vintait unlikelyng. a canes foh inour 



cothJd_'is~ss :or very7oiferent alternatives- -ano, eve'n 
'~ that discussion is often broken 'off or undercut because th~e institutional 

preconditions for exchange co not exist.
 

Many people 4 who are also concerned with development, in many parts ofthe world, do not really understand what we *are talking about--beyond thesimple rhetoric that ,one must now pay attention to women. As we all know,this is usually interpreted in terms of simple self-interest, of giving into the pressures of advocacy groups. 
 Only very rarely, it seems to me, have
 we succeded inbreaking through to common grouno.
 

I once askec a group of development economists in a European agency for>development assistance why they had not turned their attention to' women,given their commitment to agricultural growth in countries with many womenfarmers. One of them said thougntfully that they did not quite know how toproceed on that question. ,There were so few women on their ista ff. After apause, 'I asked: "k-bw many of you are peasants?" It seemed that not one ofthem had come from a rural farm backgrouna. This did not appear to deterthem from working on international agriculture.
 

Similarly, of course, the new information on women and development doesnot require special life experiences to be understooc' and utilized , inoevelopment research ano planning. To be sure, some action p~ojects ana some field research efforts with women require women staff--to gain access'.'ff% : 7
!: !,%' :/
and rapport, to .7, S:•1 :: L :J ,i,rL.-,i .i>:, !::%-: : '4-?:: : : : i ,. : •/ 4! i 't : ;i • - ". 9A" highlight questions of which one is alreadyi 
' 
conscious. Itis also a good. thing to female participation#:-:: !~assure "3,: :)?, 

.: ' 
in the process, of',  5 ': ,!' :::. ,,7:A - :
research' : ? and: : planning,!, •, . ~i-,. . ... " :..." ' .....for reasons 'ifnothing else. '-But'" once " the ...of power, '. .... 

,. .-, • .,L>.-,- . - : : .-.L./ - .T. 4: , ;
,data are available, why should it require a heighteneo s %- , ",: . L' ,. :4"'consciousness, ofpersonal problems to pay attention to them? Anyone should be able to usethem, yet they are routinely assigned to the province of, women researchers,scholars, policy analysts, many of whom also seek these assignments because
of their established interest.
 

I think what is happening here should be called "false specialization"-assigning a special niche to aata that do not require it and to researcherswho have not asked for it--simply in order to slow down the' process ofchange. The world of science contains many.examples of false specialization
0ano I_~ am "sure it has proveo very 'handy in universities and research'institutions.
 

But' false specialization can also be stood on *its head. We can respondby making gender distinctions so central to all our work--in both theory
policy--in terms 'that reflect the preoccupations 
and
 

of others as well as our 
~own that itwill be harder to ignore us.
 

This requires the development of the common ground w~e occupy--making it,not only available but also useful to both practitioners ano academics,policy-orientec researchers and program implementers. At this point in our
intellectual and practical development as a group of people concernec withwomen's equity:, in both affluent and poor nations, however, we do not yet
have enough common ground on which to stand together.
 
,, ,. :, 
 '
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--We -cannot--yet,--lay- claim-to shrd te et a"frn ~bfkformats in wrdcn to argue out our differen es. We also cannot--yet -dip"into a common pool of shared knowledge. We do not have the journals, the 
library collections, the data bases, the common language that speedscommunication and the accumulation of knowledge. What we do have isconferences and conference volumes--good for rapio communication of newideas but not for slow accumulation of generalizable conclusions. We also 
have many, many. bibliographies. Again, these may fulfill the purpose ofconvincing doubters that yes, there is something about women in development,
or make the life of the harried report-writer a little easier. Butbibliographies are no better than tne libraries or data-sets to which theyshould readily lead us. They V'are no substitute for regular journals or
other regular, estaolisned modes of professional communication. 
Bibliographies of ephemeral, unpublished materials may be interesting but
they are also wilOly frustrating to anyone who wants to use them inlonger-range' research. And finally, we also have special issues ofjournals, devoted to women ano oevelopment--useful for raising the
consciousness of those who have still not heard us. 

• 

* .-

It is plain, in short, that there exists a huge pool of information, 
brought together by much careful thought by many devoted people. I oftenthink of this new body of information as a new underground literature--a newkino of samizoat--that circulates through personal networks rather than onthe open marketplace of intellectual exchange. Indeed, I devoteconsiderable time and effort to keeping my own collection up to date andlending it to students or colleagues. Yet the fact that personal networks 
are so important in gaining access to our cdmmon knowledge also reinforces our status as a falsely specialized community. People who might makeimportant new contributions cannot have easy access to existing knowledge-
the new graduate students who might become interesteo, the isolatedcolleagues who have developed some of their own ideas, the staff me,,ber of an institution who has some new thoughts, all of these must first get into a new network and cannot really dip into our shared knowledge incependently.That is an aoitional reason why the fissions ano tensions I have describea 
are so destructive to our progress. 

. 

At present, I think it is unlikely that development-assistance
.institutions and organizations can be persuaaeo of the importance ofbuiloing a solid infrastructure of knowledge about women ano oevelopment

eyono -what they hIave already undertaken by way of projects, researchfellowships, ano partial oata-bases. All of these have been useful. Theyare not enough for what I think we really need. It is also not really the 
function of these institutions. 

j3' 

Above all, the universities have failed us, not only in the UnitedStates but on a global scale. As far as I know, there is not a single major
research institute or university center devoted to development-reiated
research and teaching that has included women-in-development activities-fully in its program. At best, some research institutions have devoted 
temporary time or partial resources; none, so far as I know, has made a 

' ,
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ccmmitmen p considerable .'resoe, t oe' s in., eU Ih}ituQies; itedi
..m . e.' be n.m
 

. ;. ay .13.:.:::::,iparticularly striking ;. .......,: . :
 

i/:: .;:)!:.:":i:.: ::In ithisi respec't, :I: do not .tinkw have ,iaimed n~iearlyih enouh. B
 
-:?,::':focusing :our .:energie an... iiutil ci:::hangegs:i toachee h
'interna 

]:integration o foen's"componnt" ,into liarger,. programsfi nsanew 
may. havel overlooked "ways that/might hav...... more:persuasive:of.temrt 
O :our . - .i... : .! L , .. / ,: J ;' ;:':o- case.... . . .-.. .. . .
 

: :: Let me tak~e one exml o ao o iissue :in, hc oecrfl 

::: 3attention to women :might greatly :improve understanding ;.and:suggest' olcy 

:-i:differences .: :.: are i-enormously importanti esp ecially .:"iloi-ihcome c:ontriesii; :_!:! 
• :..::.where they are not: only: economically out :also .politically,explosive": :.,,i' .-:-ji'::iii :::
 

iost o mithe analysis otohese isses concntrates opn it
aleem loiment 
in sense. d.mmtomenare considered-at ale ,it is waovery smargieal e Ued ..available datafrom many countries make its osgsible, by nowgto dvelop som
 

nvery respect, wres e e l By
iffe Ifonot-going hv m ar i nclughon 

tut e
.. catan no Severa points stan i or nething patterscoiv thnteglabor"ation 'arechanon ens"int numbers om aograted, .int n 
yinto jabs,toften created, while at, teoesamer ,modernsector newly it 


compositionuneducated womenof the amreemaleof{tenlabordisplacedforce, by. ltechnological:itherefore,innova~tions.is changng mrterm T-heii'i i,~i:t
 

. i,.'.educational qualifications :.and the .bclass" background .of" wome
atSecond, poor women must gusually .continue t wogk becaset geytworkespladtheir 
families need.their n oincom i, emaieheade , hahouss ate these are l s 


.::.:.least dependent "on: womens earnings..: But when 'customary work is nologeriavailable, womenworkousty informalt in ae,
secialundrlowgaconeiciun 

ware no -longer officially eonumerated as"economically esactive. Third ,
 

r~~research supports. the common-sense notion that poorer" famil ies-: -eni - ,
 
adIepndepe'nt on their .labor-,are proportionately .imore. dependent-i on" women's 

y 

- oearnings
than is true, on the average, for middle and upper income famifies
 
imonto m o-setrejos, often n cthed eat the ie
hile sm 

ueducy aeeomen aloften dipacd by.nrs tehoikecal innovatiTe
women short t i n
weed all, iso aive.marginal0senare.factrediynt
 

.employment income .:it.becomes .: :i i..thei: analysis o:0f and :distributio-n, -a l:ittlewhy differences ewhy

vistribftrn may be more-giuan pr inoesaby the a bef o n ofThe
 

S nclusion of women then also 


easilabl see class mayei betincreasing, and income
 

"..4i no ofcaly eueaed ito more oreemal
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p
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oaresimple. to mari li e ibecause
. aovocacy 5pressure. The: more genera' onsmany evnin mnciescus theorizing'i'. moreoerfon fi oem 

cocsin~oeofte~ae~mc 


' :imchii
 

ogao nrsos t whVte sev-'as- -;
ofwhaw I
s iTl mean by' turning flse"spealigz tiZojn ", i these 
ar
 

made gencer distinctions central to our work.in both practice and theory, 
we
 are,'etter prepared ,to tackle general questions that remain baffling and
refractory to. conventional analysis... Of' coursei 
I wiJll not pretend that 
' 

there exi ts a detailed trajectory for such an ambitious proposal but I am

convinced it is worth placing on our agenda, for 
the future.
 
The Persor-i Is Political: Internationalizina Women's Studies
 

Let me end this presentation with some personal oservations of' feminist
scholarsi-lp and women's studies 
in the United States, about 'which I have
 
said very little. 


' 

As I mentioned *at the outset,' the conviction that "the personal is
political" has played a major role in mobilizing ourwomen's movements by
fueling advocacy efforts and contributing to deeply creative scholarship.
This same conviction now causes problems both in the internationalization of.
feminist scholarship' and the development of feminist theory and practice. 
' "' 

I
think ",we must admit that not everything that' is 'political: is necessarily 
 :
also personal. Not everything that is personal. is necessarily also' 
' '
 

political. 
 's
 

In aomen's studies,, both here and abroad, much that has been written has: 
 '''"' serveo to validate personal experience. Many 
things have been "named..
Many inequalities'have been "counted." Validation of personal experience.can be 'deeply exhilaratirig--freeing one to think and say things one never ;il '
 
knew in quite the same way before. '
 

i But there are 'other things that cannot be known in the same way. That . .' 7<
is why.,Ithink we must also find ways 
to transcend personal experience. The 
" 

failure to do so could lead us down a dead-end road and here I' am not'speaking of the failure of empathy but of an intellectual turning inward :that could spell the end of feminist scholarship. 

In one of her last published articles, the late Shelley Rosaldo wrote as
 an anthropologist that the trend toward universalism still pervading the
social disciplines was 
a heritage from Victorian times that we must learn to
do without. 
 Some of our best scholars have 'universalized the particular,

have' spoken of the.experience of all 
women with a'passion deeply 'rooted "in
 
personal knowledge. This too 'has: been' an 
 exhilarating intellectual: 4 '. 

experience.
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But we must also learn-"to find ways to admit that such knowledge can beboth limitec and limiting. Social researchersjhowevergifted, cannot ,reach
 
unvesa- conclusions--from...a-l-imited data -ae-ntal iing a u~ot i iH~g

scholarship and the future, I think we can argue from..a positionofstrength'that we do not need :grand universal statements to make convincing pointsabout specific issues. 
 We will be more readily understood, I'think, if'we
base our conclusions on 
concrete empirical findings in particular settings.
That, in turn, will enable us to develop the paradigms and theories that now
 
appear fragmentary and unconvincing.-."-


As a matter of fact, I expect that new 
paradigms based on gender as a
central variable 
can transform the existing social disciplines in a very

fundamental way. In order to achieve 
this transformation, we. will need to 4.argue our case--perhaps unfortunately, perhaps not--in the terms that can b,

readily understood in :the existing social disciplines, and not in a newly
invented language of our own choosing. That again makes concrete empirical

finoigs-so important and argues against premature theorizing.
 

This is also where the :internationalizing of women's stu ies 
can become
 
very important--in moving us beyond the validation of personal experience 
to
the- xploration of very different. truths. We cannot achieve tnis 
without .active' collaboration with 
our colleagues in other 'countries. 'I stress
collaboration because the ambitious goals that I think weheeed 
to set Ifor
ourselves cannot be achieved in any single society 
or culture alone. We may

need a,female de Tocqueville from India to tell- us about ourselves
a dialogue about women in the United States--just as 'those of us 

and begin 
.
who have


in South Asia need 
a continuing dialogue with South
our Asian
colleagues. 8oth Insider and Outsider views have a 'role to play in t.
social disciplines. In our eagerness to 
accord validity to many different ,

cultural perspectives, we cannot forget 'that insight.. 

' 


. 

It may we'll be the most difficult thing have tried to do but
we ever 

many of the mat rials for the job at Let be In 

'
 

are hand. me concrete. 

India, for example, women are a hot 
topic--books, articles, iconferences':and

other forms of expression briig women's issues before the public. 
 According

to my quick count, nearly one hundred articles per year were.published in

Indian newspapers, periodicals, and journals in 1979, 1980 and 
1981. , Thisinterest has probably increased since then.' Many books about women have

been published in India's very active publishing industry, which also has' :
good links with distributors 
in North America. under :an. acquisitions,
program sponsored - by the ,various governments involved, the United States
Library of Congress selects and sends to participating United States
 
libraries new 'publications' from the countries of South Asia (and several
other regions, as well). In 1981; this program sent n6 rly 'fifty books and 

monographs relating 

' 
to women in' South Asia to participating libraries;
two-thirds of these were in English~and nearly half 
were publi'hed in


India. In other words, 
published materials women
on in South As'ia are:,
available in the United States, to 

!;:¢:L'& i! ,Bib ioa' 
guide scholarly research, sco.me excellent

bibliographiese are alO:' vaii''i
 ,. . .. also 
_, 
available., Even though South Asia scholars 
in the
_ _ . E e A s a ? £ h i , s ; i ,::~ 

.: ,: ,: 


[3 Jfl'q- ;1'':'
 

I 



Unitec States have not generally paid much attention to these materiais,several of the women in area studies 
ma n a r ng.i t re that' I discussed at the outset haved-a ns t i -research o6n -wo .. ............ - --- ".,
 

Internationalizing women's studies in the United States will' also behelpeo--perhaps paradoxically--by- the conscious 
decisions of Somre of' our.
colleagues in otheT countries to. concentrate their energies 'in
'the first
instance on developing, their national .resource.s. For more, than a.decade,
Indian 
 scholars and feminist activists. .have focused 
 their 'efforts on
documenting women's'inequality, stimulating political and legal 'action, 'and
developing local 
programs of education ard income-generation for women. As
 one of the leaoers of this 
effort has noted, they initially followed a
strategy of using only materials by Indian researchers .to make their
or,,insiders, 
 With the founoing of.'he Indian Association of.Women Studies, 
such a strategy nay be unnecessar .: 'n any event, efforts are' under waynowin several institutions, to strengthen the bonds between Indian feministscholars and those in other countrIes, both within and outsideAsia. These
efforts will provide' a model .for the development of international - .comparative research and teaching in women's studies.
 

Two very concrete recommendations for introducing a.more 
international ,
orientation into women's studies 
in the United States bring me back to my
original 
 starting point. First; and most important, materials and ' perspectives from other 'cultures 
 and societies need'. to be integrated
topically into whatever we are 
studying or teaching about 
 omen, instead of.
ceing segregated into' a distant 
corner of the course or'curriculum. The
challenge of this method is to 
minimize the distinction between Us and Them',
,.ie, also stressing differences 
 in . 'culture, social structure, and 
inoivioual points of view Courses on images of women, for example, could " deal with materials from, say'; ,lJapan, India, France,
Morocco, Argentina, along with materials Italy, Tanzania,
from North America. With some
imaginative searching, 
I believe that relevant materials are available from '
 all these places on the basis,-of recent studies by women scholars. In th;3
social sciences, to give another example,. materials 
on, female migration,
labor force participation, political, activities, occupational 
segregation,
role in peasant agriculture--to give only a few obvious 
examples--are

available 
from a large number of sources, mostly although not exclusively,,,
in English. re the impact of international emphasis on womenindevelopment programs has 
made itself felt in data collection and research
 
reports.
 

. "Second, and perhaps more difficult, I think it 'will be crucial to
achieve the, integration of a focus on women 
in the 'work of existing centers ".

of interna)Lional studies economic 
development, , and area studies Thisagain brings us back to women-in-oevelopment efforts to integrate women's
picjects into those, activities 
 on Ulkited States campuses related to
development- assistance projects. If any 
efforts have been -Successful to
introduce an emphasis on 
women into these internationally oriented research

and teaching enterprises, it largely due thehas been to USAID-related 



---
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networks, All the more reason, therefore, to stress the importance ofcloser reiations 
with women's stuoles on the,-same campus.
ious nten 

ne o
c--'bv -- o -st lies-~c~y-'h ~on hiinq
Unitea States campuses that"womey,'s studies programs are all too familiar' 
ith. Whiile it is difficult to link two marginal enterprises, it may not be 

impossible. ' 

A'C I have stresseo differences among us and difficulties, In closing let, 
-A.. . . me emphasize the major reason for a stronger international orientation infeminist scholarship ana practice. I see signs, in our conferences ano in 

some of our major publication outlets in feminist studies, iof the" evelopment of nighiy specialized modes of thought and communication. Ideas 
,are becoming less""and less accessible to persons working in different
 

A intellectual traditions--yet 
 one of the A great strengths of feminist 
scholarship in the past has been its open communication aFnong many
aisciplines ano between theory and practice. I am afraid this openness is 

- A breaking down. If so, we will find fewer and .fewer of us and we will be :talking only to ourselves.4'
 

The major concribution feminist awareness has made to 'our lives is to
emphasize, over and over again, the realities of women's ii'ives--al sorts of A 

women, ail over the world. We need to know this aworlo as if it were our 
own, yet knowing that only a small part of it is ours. Others do not know 
us very well, either, so this must be a collective 'enterprise. And while
there may be some separate dvision,ofutility to paths, dtoisome labor among " us, we neeo to keep our. common interests in view at all times' We must not
 
allow ourselves to be assigned to false specializations in which women are

removed from their social context, their-place in time and space, and where
 
we become--once again--isolated objects of specialized attention. 
 For that

is-not the roao,,cowars equality. 

1 • , 
 zA 
 "' 
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NOTES 

1. Keynote Speech, presented at the Conference or, 'omen anc Develocmeni: 
Theory ana Practice co-sponsorec Ly Wnler Coliece anC cre 1,azionai 
Council on Research for Wcmen, Rcosevelt rcse, Neow..Yok:, '2 March 
i983. The proceecings of rhe Conference nave eppearec in . cvocraph 
puoiishec 'y the Nationa1 Courcil on Researchi "-cr en. 
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