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BUIK INA: Although rainfall is ri.portcd to be localized and sporadic, satellite imagery

for August 1-10 indicates tk.,: vcgctatinn corditions, and by infereice crop conditions, are

above avcrage throughout 5-, 
 1 , a, exccpt for Soum Province. I' h.-oughout the southern
cctral provirices, inajcry shows that vcgctation conditions are at, or above, the 1981-86 

and
 

historical maximnum, Howe Cer, because 
of the lateness of the rains in the south and west, a
 
good har,,est in thcse 
areas will likcly depend upon dhC rainy se.son continuing into

October and November, which doc not normally occur. 
 In the north, rainfall is well below
normal (see hacl ), and imagery suggests that little "green-up" has occurred. A poor 
 2 

hars est is cxpcc,cd in this area, as is the , )rm. 

CHAD: Satellite rmagecr for August 1-10 shrows an i"crcase in vegetative vigcr throughout
the Sudanian and much of the Saheliar 

. 

zone since July. Northern Ctiari-Baguirmi Frefccturedid not improve, however, and is shvig (along with 3outh Kanen Prefecture) l.ss vigor in
 
spots tihnn in 1984 1scc imagec). Oii August 13, the Mission reported close to 100% crop loss
in Billine and northern Ouaddai Prefectures. .,eclions of these ureas 
 reqi ired food aid in
1987. Although c%id.:nce fron thc imagery suggests ,hat rain fell ther, in late Jul,. these

prefectures will likely experience 
food c:,scs unless consistent, well tilted rains continue
 
irough the cnd of Scpternh,..r.
 

ETHIOPIA: Very pocr prospects for :rops are found in most of Eritrea, Tigi ay, and W'elo,

and in 11'e northern tiiird of Shr.wa 
 Regina (north and east of Addis ,baba). These four

regions (affected population ace.'rding to the UN ;s 9.2 million) are freour:ntly vulnerable
 
to famine becausc of norirrl y deficit food production. They will continue i requir, food

assistance, with lcels Ii, Aly to be higher in the near future because of tkic piobable poor

harvest this year. Initial cstima,es of' local crop losses due to drought range between 25

and 1Ot;,. Ncvcrthelcss, there has been improvement in the ,egctative cover in most 
 of
Ethiopia dur.ng the first ten .-ays of Augus', probably reflecting better rains in late Julyand early Augiust. Much o[ the rest of' west, central and southern Ethiopia shows ,cry

vigorous vegetative condltiis, suggesting good crop prospects in thosc 
areas. 

MAURITANIA: Satellite imagery suggests the presence of vegetaton only iii the south o!" the
 
two Hlodh Regions, arid at southern Assaba 
 Region. The area with, a confirmed food shortage

in 1987 (near Touil, Hodh Gharbi Region) warrants close monitoring. This area shows less

vcgctatisc igor in '987 than in 1986 or 1985 for the August 1-10 period. Two other areas

of concern are Amourj Department, where recent dryness may nece.sita-e reseeding, and areas

in mid-Assaba Region where vegetation coJitions 
are een worzc than in 1984 (see image). 

NI ER: Cereal production has been .,eriously comproiaised by low and poorly spaced rainfall
 
up to [ie end of July. Even though reccn: 
rains have been more regular and in better
 
quantity, nmany areas 
'iave received less than 50% of "normal" cumulative rainfall comparedto the 195rl-86 period, and most of the important agricultural areas have had less rain this
 
,.ear than i:m ,94. Satellite imagery shows 
 that vegetation conditions in aoj,,tl,ern Zinder
 
and much of Diffi Department are 
worse than in an- year in the historical record (1981-86).

Vegetiior, condict,ins are also worrisome iii northern Niamey Department, and average
elsewherc Ai analysis of' historic rainfall trends for these areas shows little hope for
 
iniprontrj' crop conditionr,;, as there is normally only about a 251% chan.nce that rains wilt
 
satisfy cop needs tiirough A ugust and September in ihese areas. 

MALt: Satellite imager\ suggesis th.t vcget'ation ,oiditions appear average to good in most
of Mali. Lxccs.ti'nns to this include most o," kopti, Tombouctou and Gao Rcgiois. The
 
rclatis cly minor rainfcd agricultural production in these areas will not do well this year.

Light rains :n late 
July ;nd early Aagus; have hurt crop development in qouthcrn Sikasso 
and Seguu Regions. Noticeable greening uccuired in northern Kayes and Koulikoro Regions 
durirg that same period 

SUDAN: Analysis of August 1-10 satellite imagery suggests that districts along the borderbetween North and South Darfur Provinces and along the border between South Kordofan and
Upper Nile Provinces have less vegetative vigor than at the same time in 1984. In the
former area, the drought in 1984 cesulted in famine, and it is currently extremely vul
nerable to a food emergency. In the latter area, the ris or war, in addition to dry-less,
places the people of this locale at-risk of food shortages. 
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RAINFALL ANOMALIES 

AURITANIA 

E IA SOM LIA 

1. Little or no rain fell durina the second decade of August. Along the
northernmost border, cumulative rainf'all 
(May I-August 20) is less than
50% of normal. Elsewhere LUmulative rainfall is generally between 60

and 70% of normal.
 

2. Cumulative-rainfall (May 1-August 20) is less than 60% of normal.
 

a. At Aioun and Nema, near normal rainfall the lat two decades of July
was followed by little or n6 rainTall inAugust.
b. At Segou, cumulative rainfall is the lowest since 1951.
c. Cumulative rainfall at Dor isthe second lowest since 1951.
d. Cumulative rainfall 
at several stations is the lowest since 1951:
Tiliaberi, Niamcy, Zinder, Ind Maine-Soroa. For Birni N'Konni and
Magaria, it is the sec,nd lowest since 1951.
 

3. Potential rain-producing clouds were observed on satellite imagery on

several days during the second decade of August across this area 
inChad
and Sudan which experienced a shortage of rainfall during July and the
 
first decade of August.
 

4. During the second decade of August, potential rain-producing clouds were
frequently observed on satellite imagery across the area for the first
time since June which normally is the beginning of the rainy season.
Occurrences were more numerous on the western edge; Desse reported a
10-day rainfall total 
of 195 mn which is 200% of normal.
Inthe southeast, rainfall was still deficient; reported rainfall at
 
Jijiga for the first two decades of August was 
25% of normal.
 

Position of the intertropical Convergence Zone (ITCZ): 
 The average position
of the ITCZ during the second decade of August was farther north than theprevious decade. The average of 19'N was 
the same as the mean of the previous

eight years.
 

* In cooperation with JANqF(NOAA/US0A). 


