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BURKINA: Although rainfall is ruported 1o be localized and sporadic, satellite imagery
for August 1-10 indicates thy: ~egetatinn corditions, and by inference crop conditions, are
above average throughout Buut.oa, exeept for Soum Provinee. Thiroughout the southern and
central provinces, imagery shows that vegetation conditions are at, or nbove, the 1981-86
historical maximum. However, because of the lateness of the rains in the south and west, a
good harvest in these arcas will likely depend upon the rainy secson continuing into
October and November, which docs not normally occur. In the north, rainfall is well below
normal (scc bacl ), and imagery suggests that little “green-up” has occurred. A pooy

marvest is expeesed in this area, as s the = orm.
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CHAD: Sutctlite imagery for August 1-10 shows an j~crease in vegetative viger throughout
the Sudunian and much of the Saheliar zone since July. Northern Chiari-Baguirmi Frefecture
did not improve, however, and is choving {along with south Kanem Prefecture) loss vigor in
spots thon in 1984 (sce image). On August 13, the Mission reported rlose to 100% crop loss

in Biltine and northern Quaddai Prefectures. sections of these ureas required food aid in
1987. Although cvidence fron the imagery suggests that raun felf ther. in late July. these
prefectures will likely experience food crises unless consistent, well tined rains continve
hrough the end of Septembher.
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ETHIOPIA: Very pocr prospects for crops are found in most of Eritrea, Tigiay, and Yelo,
and in the northern tuird of Shewa Regiou (north and east of Addis Ababa). These {our
regions (affected population ace:rding to the UN is 9.2 million) arc (recueatly vulnerable
to faminc because of normally deficit food production. They will contraue o require food
assistance, with levels livcly to be higher in the ncar future because of tac probable poor
harvest this year. Initial estima.es of local crop losses due to drought range berween 25
and 170%. Nevertheless, there has been improvement in the wegetative cover in most of
Ethiopia dur.ng the first ten days of Augus®, probabiy reflecting better rains in late July
and carly August. Much ol the rest of west, central and southern Ethiopia shows very
vigorous vegetative conditions, suggesting good crop prospects in those arcas.

MAURITANIA: Satellite imagery suggests the presencc ol vegetat'on only in the south of the
two Hodh Regions, and at southern Assaba Region. The arca with a conlirmed food shortage
in 1987 {ncar Touil, Hodh Gharbi Region) warrants close monitoring. This area shows less
vegetatine vigor in 987 than in 1986 or 1985 (or the August 1-10 pceriod. Twoa other areas
of concern are Amaourj Department, where recent dryness may nece sitaie resceding, and areas
in mid-Assaba Region where vegetation coiJitions are even worse than in 1984 (sce imagce).
NIGER: Cereal production has been seriously compromised by low and poorly spaced rainfall
up to the end of July. Even though recen: rains have been more regular and in better
quantity, many arcas have received less wihan 50% of "normal® cumulative rainfall comparcd
to the 1958-8% period, and most of the smportant agricultural areas have had less rain this
vear than s w984 Satellite iniagery shows that vegetation conditions in southern Zinder
and much of Lifl1 Department are worse than in any ycar in the historical record (1981-86).
¥egetation condiunns arc also worrisome in northern Niamey Department, and average
clsewhere An anulysis of bistoric rainfall trends for these areas shows little hope f'or
improsirg  crop conditinns, as there is aormally only about a 23% chanes that rains wily
satisfy ciop needs thirough August and September in these arcas.

MALT: Satcllite imagery suggesis that \'cgcl':llion conditions appear average to good in most
of Mali. Exzcpunns to this include most or Mopti, Tombouctou and Gao Rcgions. The
relatisely minor rainfed agricultural production in these arcas will not do well this year.
Light rains in late July znd carly Augusi have hurt crop devclopment in southern Sikasso

and Scgou Regions, Noticeable greening wecuired in northern Kayes and Koulikoro Regions
during that samc¢ period

SUDAN: Analysis of August 1-10 satellite imagery suggests that districts along the border
between North and South Darfur Provinces. and along the border between South Kordofan and
Unper Nile Provinces have less vegetative vigor than at the same time in 1984. In the

former area, the drought in 1984 :esulted in famine, aad it is currently extremely vul-

nerable to & food emergency. In the latter area, the risk of war, in addition to dry-ess,

pliaces the peoplc ef this locale at-risk of food shortages.
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‘The Famine Early Waining Systemn (FEWS) is operatud by the U.S. Agency for International Development, Africa Bureau,
Office of Technicol Resoutces. The FEWS BULLETIN is a working docuinent prepared by Price, Williams, & Associntes, Inc.
in collaborstior, with NOAA/NESDIS end NOAA/CI' M. ond ahould rot be conatrued os an olficial pronouncemnnt of US ¢ ID.



VEGETATION CONDITIONS

August 1-13, 1947 Compared To August 1-10, 1984
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E:] 1987 better than 1984
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1. Little or no rain feli during the second decade of August. Along the
northernmost border, cumulative rainfall (May 1-August 20) s less than
50% of normal, Elsewhere cumulative rainfall is generally between 60
and 70% of normal,

2. Cumulative-rainfal) (May 1-August 20) is less than 60% of normal.

a. At Aioun and Nema, near normal rainfall the last two decades of July
was followed by little or nd rainfall in August.

b. At Segou, cumulative rainfall is the lowest since 1951,

¢. Cumulative rainfall at Dorj is the second lowest since 1951,

d. Cumulative rainfall at severa) stations is the lowest since 1951:
Tiliaberi, Niarcy, Zinder, and Mzine-Soroa. For Birni N'Konni and
Magaria, it is the secnnd lowest since 1951,

3. Potential rain-producing clouds were observed on satellite imagery on
several days during the second decade of August across this area in Chad
and Sudan which expericnced a shortage of rainfall during July and the
first decade of Auguse.

4, OQuring the second cecade of August, potential rain-producing clouds were
frequently observed on satelljte imagery across the area for the first
time since June which normally is the beginning of the rainy season,

+ Occurrences were more numerous on the western edge; Desse reported a
10-day rainfall total of 195 rm which is 200% of normal,

* In the southeast, rainfgll was stili deficient; reported rajnfall at
Jijiga for the first two decades of August was 25% of normal.

Position of the Intertropical Convergence Zone (17CZ): The average position
of the ITCZ during the second decade of August was farther north than the
previous decade. The average of 19°N was the same as the mean of the previous
eight years,

* In cooperation with JAWF (NOAA/USDA),



